
   

 

Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
April 16, 2015 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

†  "God Breathes Out" 
 
 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.  (2 Timothy 3:16) 

Dear Friends, 

T he Bible is the Word of God.  "All Scripture," meaning Old and New Testament 
writings, is of God.  The original Greek word translated above is theopneustos, which 

means "God breathes out." 

We have a crisis of biblical illiteracy in our culture, not unlike the Roman Empire of the 5th 
century, where barbarism, ignorance and hedonism largely emptied continental Europe of 
scholarship.  The Irish monks on the edge of Europe faithfully preserved the Scriptures 
during these dark ages.  When stability returned, the Irish Christians emerged as a remnant 
"saving Western civilization," as has been said. 

St. Paul's has a similar role today, to be God's remnant witness preserving hope through the 
Word.  Our newest study on Joshua has brought the men of the parish together each Monday 
evening to experience God's breath of inspiration, forming us as leaders, strategists and 
givers.  With this study, and our many other parish offerings, by God's grace, we are 
preserving the faith for future generations. 

Faithfully, 

  www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

Men's Bible Study Monday Nights 

 

O ur Bible study of the Book of 

Joshua meets on Monday nights in 

Crocker Hall.  We start at 7 pm and finish by 

8.  Past sessions are available on our 

YouTube channel and each week is available 

on LiveStream. 

Click Below to 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr 16 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr 18 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - Confirmation Class, Guild Room 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, April 19 -  

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:30 am - Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   2:30 pm - Youth Group Juniors 

   4:00 pm - Youth Group 

Mon, Apr 20 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) 

Tue, Apr 21 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Apr 22 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

Thu, Apr 23 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr 25 -    St. Mark, the Evangelist 

   7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

   11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Guild Room 

   3:00 pm - Confirmation (LiveStream) 

Sun, April 26 -  

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:30 am - Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   4:00 pm - Youth Group 

Click Below to 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace to you.’  But they were 

startled and frightened.”   - Luke 24:36-37 

T hroughout the day we have many opportunities 

to “see the face of Jesus” in others and provide 

some “peace” in their lives.  Just because the person is 

a stranger, maybe looks different than us or is 

someone we don’t particularly care for doesn’t let us 

off the hook. 

COFFEE HOUR CHANGES - Two changes have been implemented to our Coffee 
Hours.  1) Refreshments will NOT be served until the church service has completed.  2) 
For health and safety reasons and to eliminate the possibility of ingestion of any 
substances they might be allergic to, children ten and under will NOT be served or allowed 

to take anything from the table unless accompanied by their parent.  Please comply with 
these changes as they will make our Coffee Hour's safer and more pleasant for all. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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A weekly column 
by Sarah Shepley 

 

W hen things are going smoothly for us we usually attribute it to our 
actions or choices.  We veer away from relying on 

God, and instead grow in a fake self confidence that we can 
handle our lives by ourselves.  Over the winter I enjoyed 
successes in academics and sports, which I imputed to 
my own intellect and strength.  However, our human 
efforts are not a stable force to place our trust in, so 
things took a turn for the worse.  It was when I 
realized that I, alone, could not achieve ultimate 
success, that I turned to God for strength, which is what 
I should have done from the start.  However, it is never 

too late to turn to God once we realize 
our mistakes, for he is a forgiving God.  He 
will willingly remind us of his great power and love, and 

pick us up when we stumble.  Let 
us remember that without God our efforts will 
eventually fail us for He is eternal and our 
strength and might. 
 

Philippians 4:13 
I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

 

1 Chronicles 16:11 
Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. 

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, 
and Strong Scripture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves 

Instructor 

Drop by or Email Mary with questions 

at maryperry2@me.com 

†  “With God’s Grace I Will Follow Him” 
 

Everyone is invited to attend Confirmation and support our confirmands on 
April 25th at 3:00 pm. 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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Seek not to grow in knowledge for the sake of applause and to enable you to dispute 

with others; but seek it for the benefit of your souls.   - Jonathan Edwards 

 

† Happy Birthday to You! 
 

C arol Woien celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for Steven Zombo & 

Susan Cavagna.  Maria Silva will be another year older and wiser on 

Saturday.  Jean Stauffer & Stephanie Bernardo will be opening presents on Sunday. 

Throw a party for Ashley Williams, Audrey Powell & Carol Gurski on Monday. 

Christopher Boyce, Megan Keating & Megan Baird Rom will be blowing out 

candles on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  Can You Give Me A Lift? 
 

H earts to Hands Ministry is in the transportation 
business!  We coordinate one-time rides and 

ongoing transportation schedules for parishioners in 
need.  Would you 
consider joining our 
team, our database 
of parishioners 
willing to help 
someone get to an appointment or 
a therapy class?  When a need arises, we will put out the date, 
time and other details of the situation to our database of 
drivers to see who is available to provide coverage.  Please 
contact Nicole O'Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com if you 
are willing to help.  Thank you!  

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

April 16th 

Mary (Molly) Brant (Konwatsijayenni) 
Witness to the Faith among the Mohawks, 1796 

 

M ary, or Molly Brant, known among the Mohawks as Konwatsijayenni, was an 
important presence among the Iroquois Confederacy during the time of the 

American Revolution.  Baptized and raised as an Anglican due to the British presence in her 
tribal area, she spoke and wrote in English, and she sought to keep 
the Mohawks, as well as the other tribes of the Iroquois Nation, 
loyal to the British government during the Revolution. 
 Born to Peter Tehonwaghkwangeraghkwa and his wife 
Margaret, she moved west to Ohio with her family and lived there 
until her father’s death.  She and her brother Joseph took the name 
of their stepfather, Brant Kanagaradunkwa, who married their 
mother in 1753.  Her stepfather was a friend of Sir William 
Johnson, the British Superintendent for North Indian Affairs.  Mary 
met Sir William in 1759, and though they could not legally marry, 
she became his common law wife, and together they had nine 
children.  She exerted influence among both the British and the 

Mohawks, and her voice was often sought among tribal councils and in treaty efforts. 
Following her husband’s death, the Oneidas and the Americans, in retaliation for her 

loyalty to the British and to the Anglican Church, destroyed her home.  She and her children 
fled and were protected by the principal chief of the Five Nations, whose leaders respected 
her word and counsel. 

In 1783, she moved to Kingston, Ontario, where the British Government rewarded her 
for her loyalty.  A lifelong Anglican, she helped found St. George’s Anglican Church in 
Kingston.  At her death her tribesmen as well as the British with whom she had worked 
mourned her. 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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“M any are saying, ‘Oh, that 
we might see better times!  

Lift up the light of your countenance 
upon us, O Lord.’”  There is an old 
saying - “If God seems far away, 
guess who’s moved?”  As faithful 
stewards, we need to listen to stay 
close to God, and to worship and 
thank Him at all times for all things.  
Who knows what ‘better times’ that 
might bring - or how we might 
become more aware of ‘the light of 
his countenance’ in our lives? 
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Looking for Memories! 
 

We are in the process of compiling a book on St. 

Paul’s parish, past and present – an historical 

overview in celebration of our 230th anniversary. 

 

If you have anything to share, we 

are particularly looking for: 

Wedding photos at St. Paul’s altar 

Baptism photos at St. Paul’s font 

Old news articles about St. Paul’s Church 

Friendship Fair photos 

Photos from any of our ministries and groups (past and present) 

Family group photos (perhaps an update from those in our directory) 

 

Comments:  What St. Paul’s has meant to me…  

 

Please send to Sandy Chaleski at srchaleski@comcast.net 

Or phone Sandy at 203-730-2336 with any questions or comments. 

†  Christ Appears to the Disciples at the Table 
after the Resurrection 

Panel from the Maesta Altarpiece of Siena 
1308-1311 

Duccio, di Buoninsegna, d. 1319 
 

Duccio di Buoninsegna (c. 1255-1260 - c. 1318-
1319) was one of the most influential Italian artists 
of his time.  Born in Siena, Tuscany, he worked 
mostly with pigment and egg tempera and like most 
of his contemporaries he painted religious subject 
matters. 
His works include the Rucellai Madonna (1285) for 
Santa Maria Novella (now in the Uffizi) and the 
fabled Maesta (1308-11), his masterpiece, for Siena's 
cathedral.  When the medium of a painting is given 
as “Tempera,” as in Duccio’s Christ’s Appearance to 
the Apostles, the binder is usually egg yolk and the 
medium may be sometimes stated as, “egg tempera.” 
Egg yolk mixed with finely ground pigments holds 
the particles together and binds it to the surface of 
the painting as well. Later during the Renaissance, 
linseed oil was used as the preferred binder; thus we 
have the term, “oil painting.”  

Mothers Day Memorials 

M other’s Day is May 10th.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in loving 

memory of a mother, please make your check payable to St. Paul’s Church, with 

the name or names of those to be remembered on the memo line.  All memorials are due by 

this Sunday, May 3rd.  Contact Gail Winkley with any questions at 203 775-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com 

All women worshipping with us on Mother’s Day will receive a flower. 

mailto:srchaleski@comcast.net
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  Where Is Your Focus? 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“Incline my heart to Your testimonies, and not to covetousness.  Turn away my eyes 
from looking at worthless things, and revive me in Your way.”  Psalm 119:36-37 

 

A re your eyes fixed upon Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith? (Hebrews 12:2)  
Is your mind stayed on Him, thus keeping you in perfect peace? (Isaiah 26:3)  Do 

you really treasure Him above all?  Or is someone 
or something else contending for your attention and 
desire?  We cannot fool God, for He knows our 
heart and its motivations (Jeremiah 17:10).  For 
Jesus said in Luke 12:34, “where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” 
 In Matthew 6:24, Jesus also tells us, “No one 
can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to 
the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve 
God and mammon.”  And He is all the more direct 
in Matthew 12:30; “He who is not with Me is 

against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.”  What are some of the 
things that can detract our focus from loving God fully and not serving Him with our whole 
hearts? 

Wealth and Possessions 
In Matthew 6:19-20, Jesus instructs to “not lay up for 

yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal.”  And He declares in 
Luke 12:21 that he who lays up treasure for himself, is not rich 
toward God.  The Apostle Paul writes soberly in 1 Timothy 
6:10, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for 
which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, 
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” 

We need not spend our energies seeking earthly wealth, for 
God will supply all of our needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 4:19).  King David fully trusted in the Lord to provide, as he wrote in Psalm 
23:1, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”  We can be confident in knowing that 
God is able to make all grace abound towards us, that we, always having all sufficiency in 
all things, may have an abundance for every good work. (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

The author of Hebrews writes in chapter 13, verse 5, “Make sure that your character is 
free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I 
will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.”  We have the Lord with us at all times.  
What more do we need?  For, as it is written in James 1:17, every good and perfect gift is 
from above, and comes down from the Father of lights. 

  Focus on People 
 When we become overly concerned about what others think of us, 

whether it be a desire to please people, or some sort of need to gain their 
approval, it can divert our focus away from the Lord. 

 God calls us to please Him, and not rely on people for our self-
value and worth, for we are called not to be men-pleasers, but 
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, with 
goodwill doing service as to the Lord, and not to men (Ephesians 6:6). 
 Proverbs 29:25 warns us that a fear of man will bring a snare, but 

then assures us that whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe.”  And 
similarly, Psalm 118:8 cites that it is better for us to put our trust 

(Continued on page 9) 
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in the Lord, rather than to put confidence in man.  King David exemplified this trust in the 
Lord, as he wrote in Psalm 56:3-4, “When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.  In God, 
whose word I praise, in God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid.  What can mere man 
do to me?” 

In the book of John, chapter 12, it is written that while many Jews believed in Jesus, 
they were afraid to confess their faith in Him, for fear of being put out of the synagogue, for 
they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God (v. 42-43).  Not only are we to 
avoid actively seeking praise from others, when we do charitable deeds, we are to do them 
in secret and not bring our acts of kindness to the attention of those around us.  If we brag 
about the good things we’ve done for the Lord in order to receive glory from men, Jesus 
says that we have already received our reward (Matthew 6:1-2).  Alternatively, when we 
bless others in secret, our heavenly Father will reward us openly (v. 3-4).  Rather than put 
our faith in man, let us believe in the Lord and set our hearts to please Him, for He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). 

Worldly Pleasures 
In this day and age, the 

things of this world continually 
attempt to lure our hearts, 
minds, and bodies away from 
our relationship with God.  Our 
senses are constantly being 
bombarded and enticed to 
engage in pleasurable activities 
that are designed and intended to 
divert our focus off of the Lord.  
The Internet, TV, radio, music, 
movies, advertising, books, and 
a myriad of other distractions 
are vying for our attention and 
devotion. 

The Word in James 4:4 
cautions us that friendship with 
the world is enmity with God, 
and whoever choses to be a 
friend of the world will make 
himself an enemy of God.  And 
in Mark 8:36-37, Jesus asks, 
“For what will it profit a man if 
he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for 
his soul?” 

In 1 John 2:15-16, the Disciple John urges us, “Do not love the world or the things in the 
world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the 
world-the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-is not of the Father but is 
of the world.”  We are not to be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of our minds, that we may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God (Romans 12:2). 

We see in God’s word there is no heavenly benefit or reward that results from focusing 
our attention on wealth, possessions, people, and the things of this world.  When we are 
tempted to stray from the Lord, we must be diligent and deliberate to redirect our thoughts 
towards Him, as Paul encourages us in Colossians 3:1-2; “If then you were raised with 
Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.  
Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever 
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are 
of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on 
these things.” Philippians 4:8 

(Continued from page 8) Where Is Your Focus? 
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    A 

Wellness 

Ministry 

Committee is 

forming - if 

anyone is interested, 

please let Mary Perry 

know at maryperry2@me.com  

T here will be a community-wide 

observance of Yom 

HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance 

Day, at 7:30 pm on Thursday, April 

16, 2015, at St. Stephen's Episcopal 

Church, 351 Main St., Ridgefield, CT.  The 

observance is organized by the Ridgefield Clergy 

Association and Temple Shearith Israel of 

Ridgefield.  All of you are invited to attend this 

service.  

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

 †  Chicken Thighs with Orzo 

Directions: 
In Dutch oven, cook bacon until browned.  Remove 
bacon, saving 2 T. drippings (add olive oil if needed to 

make 2 T.).  Drain meat on paper towel.  
Brown chicken in drippings about 10 
minutes, turning to brown evenly.  
Drain off fat.  Add tomato paste, orzo, 
garlic and broth.  Bring to a boil, reduce 
heat.  Simmer covered for 25-30 
minutes until chicken is done and orzo 
is tender.  Add bacon and basil and heat through.   Let sit for a few 
minutes until dish thickens.  Serve with goat cheese. 

Ingredients: 
4 oz. bacon, chopped 
6 skinless, boneless chicken thighs 
3-4 T. tomato paste 
1 c. dry orzo pasta 
4 garlic cloves, minced 
1 small onion, chopped 
1 c. broth 
Salt and pepper, to taste 
¼ fresh basil 
Goat cheese 
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S t. Paul’s volunteers staff the Jericho Food Pantry on Spring Street in 
Danbury on the 2nd Saturday of every month.  The hours are from 10 - 

11:30 am.  If you are interested in volunteering please contact Laurie DoBosh at 
ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731. 

We are also collecting donations which can be placed in the box marked Jericho 
in Crocker Hall.  Items that are currently needed are: Summer clothing (kids, 
women and men), children’s books, sample or hotel size toiletries, bags of rice and 
bags of beans, Chili, Snacks (microwave popcorn, granola bars), Cake and brownie 
mixes, Cooking oil, Mayo, Paper towels, Spam, canned chicken and turkey. 

Save the Date 
Saturday, May 2  

JERICHO - DAY OF SERVICE 
“Good Neighbor Day” 

 

O ur Spring service day is on the 
calendar for Saturday, May 2 in 

Danbury.  Once again, Jericho will 
coordinate projects for St. Paul’s 
volunteers which will include projects 
at the Good Samaritan Mission, the 
Spring Street Food Pantry and at their 
main facility on Rose Street. 

At the Mission, we’d like to add a 
touch of home if  possible.  Currently, 
there are no window treatments and 
some of the windows are reinforced 
with plastic.  So, if you are led to help 
with that, please see or contact Pam 

Szen prszen@gmail.com.  Needed are 
people who can install and people 
who might be willing to make 
curtains. 

We gather at 8:30 a.m. in the 
parking lot of the Samaritan 
Neighborhood Center/St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church on Spring 
Street in Danbury.  Coffee and 
breakfast will be provided.  
Jericho provides lunch.  The 
day ends around 3:00 p.m. 

There will be a sign up sheet 
in the back of the church if you 
would like to volunteer on May 2.  
This is a wonderful day of outreach 
and fellowship. 

Believe me…you will be blessed 
tremendously. 

 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 
 

Opening Hymn Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing 
Gradual Hymn Help Us, O Lord, to Learn Tune: St. Ethelwald 
Offertory Hymn How Great Thou Art 

Closing Hymn Sing, Ye Faithful, Sing With Gladness 
 

How Great Thou Art 
 

A  young minister’s two-mile walk in the rain provided the inspiration for “How 
Great Thou Art.”  The Reverend Carl Boberg of Monsteras, on the southeast 

coast of Sweden, was 25 years old when he wrote the lyrics of this song after trekking 
through a thunderstorm from a church meeting two miles away 

This great hymn has a history that stretches back over a hundred years.  The 
original song was written by the young Swedish preacher, Boberg, and first published 
in 1886, under the title O Store Gud.  Boberg wrote a poem, not meaning to write a 
hymn, but later heard it being sung to an old Swedish tune. 

More than forty years later, an English missionary, Stuart Hine, first heard the song 
in Russia.  He and his young wife were missionaries to the Carpathian area of Russia, then a 
part of Czechoslovakia.  There, they heard a very meaningful hymn that was a Russian 
translation of Carl Boberg’s O Store Gud (O Great God). 

While ministering in the Carpathian Mountains, Hine found himself in the midst of a 
threatening storm.  The thunder, as it rolled through the mountain range, was so awesome 
that it reminded Hine of the beautiful Russian hymn that had already become so dear to him.  
English verses began to form in his mind, verses that were suggested by portions of the 
Russian translation. 

How Great Thou Art is probably the all-time favorite hymn today.  Although its origin 
had roots in Europe, it was not widely known until 1957, when the Billy Graham Crusade in 
New York City launched it on a never-ending spiral around the world.  It was performed 
nearly a hundred times during those meetings and countless times ever since. 

One cannot sing this majestic hymn of praise and adoration without realizing anew the 
omnipotence of the Creator who did it all. 

B ible Study Fellowship International, BSF is an in depth, interdenominational bible 
study.  BSF welcomes women of all faiths.  Our last remaining classes in the study 

of Moses are, April 13th, 20th and 27th.   
Come and see what we are all about.  Any 
time spent looking into the Word of God is 
time well spent. 

We offer small group discussions, printed 
questions, commentary notes, weekly lec-
tures and fellowship.  Our purpose is to help 
members study the bible, find relevant life 
applications and develop a personal relation-
ship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is no 
fee.  

There is also a school program staffed by 
well trained leaders with lessons to correspond in content to the adult program.  Children in 
grades 1-12 should be registered before attending class. 

BSF meets on Monday evenings from 7:00 - 8:50 pm at the Christ Redeemer Church, 
114 Roxbury Road in Southbury. 

Registration for the study of Revelation will begin in April.  The class will begin, Mon-
day, Sept. 7, 2015 and runs for 30 weeks ending the first week of May. 

For more information, call our class administrator, Anette Hamerski: 203-598-1675 
anevergreenr@aol.com or visit our website ~ www.bsfinternational.org 

BSF is not affiliated with Christ Redeemer Church. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_RqYSoXZXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Rf93cTsAn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kz58OpyxYE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YmUhJsFd60
mailto:anevergreenR@aol.com
http://www.bsfinternational.org
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Social media is the new greeter at your church 

 - it greets people all day every day, not just on Sundays!  

 

103years ago The 

New York Times ran 

this story about 

services held to 

commemorate the 

sinking of the 

Titanic.  The Rev. 

Carpenter mentioned 

here would become 

our rector from 1925

-1939.  He would 

oversee the building 

of our stone church 

and have our church 

school wing named 

in his honor. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Witness to the Resurrection 
 

 Acts 3:12-19 

P eter has just healed a crippled man, and in this passage he proclaims the 
fundamentals of the gospel to those who come running to hear him.  From the 

beginning the new faith showed its power through such healings, and these occasions were 
used for preaching the good news.  Many of these speeches are presented as 
summaries of basic themes.  The role of the apostles as witnesses to Jesus’ 
resurrection is stressed, as is the theme of scriptural fulfillment. 

 Psalm 4 
The prayer of one falsely accused, and an expression of confidence in 

God, who instills confidence and peace in all circumstances. 
 1 John 3:1-7 
In this lesson we learn that through the Father’s love, disciples are now 

children of God, and they no longer live in sin.  Their destiny is to be like 
Christ.  Those who live without God do not understand what it means to be 
a child of God any more than they recognized Jesus.  But Christians know 

that a dramatic change has taken place in 
their lives, and that the mystery of what they 
are fully to become still awaits them. 
 Luke 24:36b-48 
In our gospel the risen Jesus shows himself 
again to his disciples, and he interprets to 
them the scriptures which reveal that his death and 
resurrection were part of God’s plan.  This Jesus is no ghost 
or phantom (as some later interpretations of the resurrection 
might have suggested).  His appearance is real; his friends 
tough him and he eats with them.  Now they are to be his 
witnesses and to carry the message of repentance and 
forgiveness to all peoples. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

G od gives the power to believe.  Without a doubt!  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon 

archives as well. 

Luke 24:36b-48 
However, the Jesus-who-

died-on-the-cross-and-has-

been-raised has not come 

back simply to take up his 

old job.  In effect the now-

resurrected-Jesus says, 

"Over to you." 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster3_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 
LiveStream - Our LiveStreaming of our 8 am services and Men’s Bible Study on the 

internet has been well received and helpful to parishioners unable to attend services because 
of weather or health conditions.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and former members who 
have moved away.  Why not introduce it to your friends who may be looking for 
a church and don’t know what to expect?  In the future we hope to LiveStream 
our April 25th Confirmation service and future baptisms and funerals for 

family members and friends who can't travel long distances.  In addition to 
services we are considering  streaming other church events for participants who 
can’t physically be there and to introduce the program to interested newcomers.  
The events can be watched live or later for up to three weeks online.  Just click 
on the LiveStream button or tab on our website for more info.  

For more 

info on this 

memorable 

trip talk 

with Pam 

or David 

Szen  

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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Dear Jericho Friends -- 

Do you know an older high school or college-age student who is looking 
for an opportunity to make a difference working with children in Danbury 
this summer?  Applications are being accepted now for staff internships 
with Jericho's Spring Street Neighborhood Summer Learning Camp pro-
gram from June 29 to Aug. 14. (Application deadline is April 27.) 
 

These young adults will work with kids in Grades K-5 in a daily program 
that integrates creative learning with Biblical principles, helping cultivate 
compassion, justice, love, mercy and joy through reading, art, music, 
games, skits and field trips. Click here for our printable application form! 
 

Need more information?  Contact Crystal Perkins at crys-
tal@jerichopartnership.org. 

Jericho Partnership, Inc. - 203-791-1180 - www.jerichopartnership.org  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=101081034&msgid=501710&act=J94S&c=1113828&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerichopartnership.org%2Ffiles%2F2015%2520Camp%2520Staff%2520Application%2520%5b1%5d.pdf
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=101081034&msgid=501710&act=J94S&c=1113828&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerichopartnership.org%2Ffiles%2F2015%2520Camp%2520Staff%2520Application%2520%5b1%5d.pdf
mailto:crystal@jerichopartnership.org?subject=I%20need%20information%20about%20Summer%20Camp%20Program%20staff%20positions
mailto:crystal@jerichopartnership.org?subject=I%20need%20information%20about%20Summer%20Camp%20Program%20staff%20positions
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..St. Andrew’s, Meriden; Christ Church, Middle Haddam; St. George’s, Middlebury; 
Holy Trinity, Middletown. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Hospital chaplains; Stephen Ministers; other pastoral care groups; 
ministries of healing; parish nurses; wellness programs; recovery 
ministries. 
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary 
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Lorraine Estok, John 
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
…..the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina; the people of Hungary; and our 
sister and brother members of the Netherlands Reformed Churches. 
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of 
advancing ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the 
world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..India, for the salvation of members of the RSS, the biggest persecutor of Christians in 
India. 
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food basket collections 
for the month of April. 
…..Amos House, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, that provides transitional 
housing for homeless families. 
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get 
movement in his left leg and arm.  
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages of Parkinson's.  Please pray for 
healing and relief from pain. 
…..Becky, peace and healing. 
…..Liam, age 4, recovery from recent surgery, for miracle healing and strength. 
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
…..Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury and the future of its ministry. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

 

Small Things Matter 
 

 "Through us spreads the 
fragrances of the knowledge 
of Him everywhere..." (2 
Corinthians 2:14)  

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

http://www.standrewsmeriden.org/
http://www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com/
http://www.stgeorgesct.com/home.html
http://holytrinity.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands_Reformed_Churches
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/loaves_fishes_hospitality_new_milford
http://amoshouse.org/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmLENm2tY5c#
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmLENm2tY5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmLENm2tY5c
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†  Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   Exclusive Interview with Sir ArthurExclusive Interview with Sir ArthurExclusive Interview with Sir Arthur   

W hat do I do in my therapy dog ministry on a given week?  Here are a few 
recent highlights: 

- Worked on training with my master, Fr. Joe.  My official therapy companion 
exam (pray for me) will be conducted in Cheshire, CT, just after my first birthday, 
which is on June 2nd. 
- Visited a parishioner at Bethel nursing home, as well as ministered to new friends 
as I made my way through the halls.  I 
quickly ate some corn flakes that had spilled 
off a tray (I was corrected by my master, as 
the command, "leave it," should have 
worked, but I just couldn't help myself; I'll 
learn to resist, I promise). 
- Went to church and saw my friend, Dori, 
our Sexton's German Shepherd.  Visited 
parishioners during the mid-week Bible 

study, offering therapy snuggles as needed. 
- Found some leftover pizza in the trash can from 

the Scouts the night before.  But I dropped it; darn, 
almost had it.  "Leave it" worked.  See, I'm getting 
there. 

- Traveled to see a parishioner in West Hartford.  
Drove by Diocesan headquarters.  Visited a bed-
ridden parishioner in her home.  She has cats.  I 
picked up their scent, but no problem, I'm all about 
ministry focus (she gave me a Milk-Bone treat which 
helped as well). 

- Worked on a rawhide on 
my hammock in the 
backseat as my master met 
with a fellow priest (I 
offered the priest therapy as 
he came out to my meet me 
afterwards). 
- My master put the top down on his Jeep.  
I love spring!  Visited with my master and 
his fellow first responder from 9/11.  My 
gifts were especially appreciated today. 
- Visited the men of the parish before the 
Joshua study on Monday evening.  Did my 
interview with the Sword Points staff.  
Rested on my dog bed in my master's 
office.  Got a tummy rub. 
- My goal: pass my exam so I can roam the halls of Danbury 
Hospital with my required badge.  Now I hear they have even better 
food on those trays.  Joking!! 
    If anyone would like a home visit, please contact my master.  He 
and I would love to see you. 

 

  

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Sandy Chaleski, 
Dorothy Crocker, Laurie 

DoBosh, Christine Domareck, Steve 
Hemming, Bill Loring, Diane Loring, 
Heather Melody, Rachel Melody, Beth 
Miller, Patrick O’Connors, Venus 
Okwuka, Heather Onorato, Ken Perry, 
Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Debi 
Pomeroy, Bill Schrull, Joe Shepley, 
Sarah Shepley, Sir Arthur Shelpey, 
Tara 
Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen & 
Gail 
Winkley.  

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

Did you know that Sir Arthur is listed on the staff page on our 

website and has his own e-mail address?  Click here.  He likes 

to answer his e-mails too!  Especially from kids! 

Sir Art’s personalized 

water bowl 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/who-are-we/who-is-the-clergy-a-staff.html

