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† The Peace of New Pasture
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 10:11).
Dear Flock of St. Paul's,

G

od loves us. Like a shepherd leading his flock, God guides us
tenderly with a protective hand. Jesus described himself as the
good shepherd, the visible image of God's compassion.
This "Good Shepherd Sunday," our worship will draw us in to know
what it means for God to identify with us in this manner. Through
the power of the Holy Spirit, our good shepherd will be with us, spiritually feeding us while
leading us to still waters in our oasis of healing, reviving our souls (Psalm 23:2-3).
What does the depth of God's love look like? Jesus leaves the ninety-nine sheep to go after
the one lost sheep (Luke 15:4), and he ultimately lays down his life for his own. May St.
Paul's be the fold where God leads in the lost sheep. As Christ works in us, the peace of
new pasture is found.
In Christ,

† The Good Shepherd
Late 19th-early 20th century
Dupre, Julien, 1851-1910

I

mages of women agricultural workers became a popular subject in French painting of
the mid-late 19th century. Julien Dupre drew on that popular theme and moved it to
allegory, with
the naming of a
shepherdess as
the "good
shepherd."
Christ, the
spiritual Good
Shepherd,
becomes a
calming
presence
without being
pictured, simply
by the artist's
use of sheep,
staff/rod, and
one who tends
the flock.

† “With God’s Grace I Will Follow Him”
Everyone is invited to attend Confirmation and support
our confirmands This Saturday, April 25th at 3:00 pm.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Apr 23
Sat, Apr 25

Click Below to
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- 7:30 pm
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
3:00 pm
Sun, April 26 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
Mon, Apr 27 - 7:00 pm
Tue, Apr 28 - 9:15 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
Wed, Apr 29 - 10:00 am
Thu, Apr 30 - 7:30 pm
Fri, May 1
Sat, May 2
- 7:30 am
8:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, May 3 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

- Music Night, Sanctuary
St. Mark, the Evangelist
- Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
- PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
- House of Prayer, Sanctuary
- St. Paul’s Quilters, Guild Room
- Confirmation (LiveStream)
-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Deanery Meeting, St. John’s, New Milford
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion II & Healing
Music Night, Sanctuary
St. Philip & St. James, Apostles
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Jericho Day of Service, Danbury
Praise Moves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group

A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

W

hen we follow God, we experience a journey
exclusive to Christians: a spiritual journey.
Everyone has a unique sojourn, but once we reach a
point of ultimate trust and surrender, God showers his
blessings on us. Similarly, the Israelites had to learn
to trust God as they wandered in the desert. However,
once they reached the Promised Land, they witnessed
the destiny that God had had in store for them.
Today, remaining in that place of trust is the Promised
Land for us. While we figure out our lives and
undergo tribulations, God provides for us; this is our
wilderness. Once we enter the Promised Land, God’s
miracles advance us; He doesn’t just sustain us.
Ultimately, the closer we are to fully relying on God, the
closer we are to reaching our designed purpose and advancing
in what He calls us to do.
Genesis 17:8
I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
Psalm 32:10
Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in
the Lord.
COFFEE HOUR CHANGES - Two changes have been implemented to our Coffee
Hours. 1) Refreshments will NOT be served until the church service has completed. 2)
For health and safety reasons and to eliminate the possibility of ingestion of any substances
they might be allergic to, children ten and under will NOT be served or allowed to take
anything from the table unless accompanied by their parent. Please comply with these
changes as they will make our Coffee Hour's safer and more pleasant for all.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions
at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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H

ired hand or shepherd?
Jesus says the hired hand
runs away because he does not
really care for the sheep. The
shepherd, on the other hand, will
lay down his own life for his
flock. Do we run away from
service to others, or are we
willing to give of our own lives
in the name of the God who
loves us, and gave His all for us?
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
April 28th

A

St. Mark, the Evangelist

disciple of Jesus, named Mark, appears in several places in the New Testament. If
all references to Mark can be accepted as referring to the same person, we learn
that he was the son of a woman who owned a house in Jerusalem, perhaps the same house
in which Jesus ate the Last Supper with his disciples. Mark may have been the young man
who fled naked when Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane. In his letter to the
Colossians, Paul refers to “Mark the cousin of Barnabas,” who was with him in his
imprisonment. Mark set out with Paul and Barnabas on their
first missionary journey, but he turned back for reasons which
failed to satisfy Paul (Acts 15:36–40). When another journey
was planned, Paul refused to have Mark with him. Instead,
Mark went with Barnabas to Cyprus. The breach between
Paul and Mark was later healed, and Mark became one of
Paul’s companions in Rome, as well as a close friend of
Peter’s.
An early tradition recorded by Papias, Bishop of Hieropolis
in Asia Minor at the beginning of the second century, names
Mark as the author of the Gospel bearing
his name. This tradition, which holds
that Mark drew his information from
the teaching of Peter, is generally
accepted. In his First Letter, Peter
refers to “my son Mark,” which shows a close relationship
between the two men (1Peter 5:13).
The Church of Alexandria in Egypt claimed Mark as its first
bishop and most illustrious martyr, and the great Church of St.
Mark in Venice commemorates the disciple who progressed from
turning back while on a missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas to
proclaiming in his Gospel Jesus of Nazareth as Son of God, and bearing witness to that faith
in his later life as friend and companion to the apostles Peter and Paul.

† Happy Birthday to You!

I

an Loring, Pam Szen & Rayne Cofone celebrate tomorrow!
Sunday is the big day for Mike Chengeri. Anastasia Connors
will be blowing out candles on Tuesday. Chuck Allen will be another
year older and wiser next Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
Support Our Sunday School Teachers!
Please check out the Sunday School Wish List on the large bulletin
board in the Sunday School hallway. Our Sunday School teachers
and youth group have posted items that they are in need of to utilize
for instruction in their classrooms. For example, the Level One class
would appreciate 10-12 beach balls to use for verse memorization
and the Level Three class would love to borrow a digital camera to
incorporate 'Light Writing' into their weekly activities. Please stop
by on Sunday and see how you can help. If you can help with one of
the items, simply take the item card on top and record your name
and phone number on the card underneath, in case we need to
contact you! Thank you so much for your ongoing support.
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† Give Encouragement

by Steve Hemming

“Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.”
1 Thessalonians 5:11

E

arly yesterday morning, I received some encouragement from Greg, a colleague at
WPI, as I was setting up for an event. His kind words uplifted me, and gave me a
brighter, more purposeful outlook as I faced the workday ahead. More importantly, Greg’s
acknowledgement motivated me to actively encourage others that I encountered throughout
the day.
The thought of giving encouragement to others has been on my heart ever since I heard a
great sermon, titled “Encouragement,” preached recently by the Rev. Lawrence Hargrave, at
Asbury First United Methodist Church, which is located in my
hometown of in Rochester, NY. It was Lawrence’s last formal day at
Asbury, as he is retiring. Since he is a friend of mine, I was there to
be present for Lawrence, and was blessed to be among many other
friends and family who came to honor him as he enters a new chapter
in his life.
The recurring theme in Lawrence’s sermon was “everybody needs
encouragement.” He urged his listeners to be an encouragement to
others, and told us that all we needed was a willing heart. When was
the last time you received encouragement? How did it make you
feel? Conversely, when was the last time you gave someone
sincere encouragement from your heart?
Romans 12:3-8 addresses the different gifts
we have according to the grace given to us, and
The Rev. Lawrence Hargrave preaching words of that we should put these gifts into action. Verse
encouragement on Sunday, April 12, 2015
8 tells us if our gift is to encourage, then we
should give encouragement! During his sermon, Lawrence shared that
Joseph, a Levite, was called Barnabas by the apostles, which translated
means “son of encouragement.” (Acts 4:36). Barnabas had the gift to
encourage, as noted in Acts 11:23-24; “Then when he arrived and
witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them
all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; for he was a good
man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.”
Lawrence’s sermon really spoke to my heart about the need to seek opportunities daily
to encourage those I come into contact with. I have a greater desire to be like Barnabas and
give encouragement. How about you? Will you join me in being an encouragement to
others?

Men's Bible Study Monday Nights

O

Click Below to
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ur Bible study of the Book of
Joshua meets on Monday nights in
Crocker Hall. We start at 7 pm and finish by
8. Past sessions are available on our
YouTube channel and each week is available
on LiveStream.

Mothers Day Memorials

M

other’s Day is May 10th. Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar
in loving memory of a mother, please make your check payable to St.
Paul’s Church, with the name or names of those to be remembered on the
memo line. All memorials are due by this Sunday, May 3rd. Contact Gail
Winkley with any questions at 203 775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
All women worshipping with us on Mother’s Day will receive a flower.

The Good Shepherd Window

Organist Robert Fertitta of
Southbury, has a unique hobby of
photographing stained glass windows.
He has photographed ours and is
compiling a book on the Stained Glass
Windows of Connecticut. Tying into
this week’s gospel is this section of a
window from St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Woodbury where he is the
organist. This window is
approximately 125 years old.

Looking for Memories!
We are in the process of compiling a book on St.
Paul’s parish, past and present – an historical
overview in celebration of our 230th anniversary.
If you have anything to share, we
are particularly looking for:
Wedding photos at St. Paul’s altar
Baptism photos at St. Paul’s font
Old news articles about St. Paul’s Church
Friendship Fair photos
Photos from any of our ministries and groups (past and present)
Family group photos (perhaps an update from those in our directory)
Comments: What St. Paul’s has meant to me…
Please send to Sandy Chaleski at srchaleski@comcast.net
Or phone Sandy at 203-730-2336 with any questions or comments.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“I am the good shepherd...and I lay down my life for the
sheep…and they will heed my voice.”
- John 10:14-16

W

hen you pray, do you only ask Jesus for things
that you want? Do you ever ask Jesus what He
wants you to do? How do you listen for the response? The
answer is usually in “quiet whispers.” Take time in silent,
daily prayer to hear His answer.

8

† Transforming Saints of God
April 23rd

George

Soldier and Martyr, c. 304

G

eorge is the patron saint of England by declaration of King Edward II in 1347. He
is remembered as a martyr, having given his life in witness to the gospel during the
persecution of the church in the early fourth century. Very few details of his life have
survived and his story is replete with legend. By the middle of the fifth
century he was commemorated in local calendars and historical records
of the period. George was a soldier by vocation, serving as an officer in
the Roman army. It is said that he “gave his goods to the poor, and
openly confessed Christianity before the court.”
George’s initial notoriety may well have resulted from his
faithfulness and witness to Christ during the Diocletian persecutions,
303-304, a particularly destructive period through which the church
suffered. Much of the legend of George dates back only to the eighth
century, and more of it developed in the centuries that followed.
The infamous story of George slaying the dragon, probably
developed from Greek mythology, is not associated with him until
the twelfth century. The inclusion of George’s story in the thirteenth
century manuscript, The Golden Legend, accounts for his growing
popularity in the Middle Ages.
In the twelfth century George was recognized as the patron saint
of soldiers and he was called upon in support of those who would fight
in the Crusades. The shield under which his soldier’s fought became a
symbol of national pride for the English and in time was adapted into the
national flag. Interestingly, the “St. George’s Shield” - white shield
emblazoned with a red cross - is the basis of the Episcopal Church flag and seal.
9

† Can You Give Me A Lift?

H

earts to Hands Ministry is in the transportation
business! We coordinate one-time rides and
ongoing transportation schedules for parishioners in
need. Would you
consider joining our
team, our database
of parishioners
willing to help
someone get to an appointment or
a therapy class? When a need arises, we will put out the date,
time and other details of the situation to our database of
drivers to see who is available to provide coverage. Please
contact Nicole O'Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com if you
are willing to help. Thank you!

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us Tune: Bradbury
To God With Gladness Sing Tune: Darwall’s 148th
Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 518

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
William Batchelder Bradbury (October 6, 1816 -- January 7,
1868) was a musician who composed many tunes, including those for
Jesus Love Me, He Leadeth Me, Just As I Am, Without One Plea,
Sweet Hour of Prayer, Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us and The
Solid Rock and many other popular hymns. He was born in York,
Maine and in 1847 he went to Germany, where he studied harmony,
composition, and vocal and instrumental music with the best masters.
In 1854, he started the Bradbury Piano Company, with his brother,
Edward G. Bradbury
in New York City. He
died in Montclair,
New Jersey at age 52.
He was buried in
Bloomfield Cemetery
in Bloomfield, New
Jersey. His hymns are
used by various churches, as Christian
Congregation in the United States of
America, Christian Congregation in Brazil
and Assembly of God. (wiki)
Text: Attr. to Dorothy A. Thrupp, 17791847

B

ible Study Fellowship International, BSF is an in depth, interdenominational bible
study. BSF welcomes women of all faiths. Our last remaining class in the study of
Moses is April 27th. Come and see what we
are all about. Any time spent looking into
the Word of God is time well spent.
We offer small group discussions, printed
questions, commentary notes, weekly lectures and fellowship. Our purpose is to help
members study the bible, find relevant life
applications and develop a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no
fee.
There is also a school program staffed by
well trained leaders with lessons to correspond in content to the adult program. Children in grades 1-12 should be registered before
attending class.
BSF meets on Monday evenings from 7:00 - 8:50 pm at the Christ Redeemer Church,
114 Roxbury Road in Southbury.
Registration for the study of Revelation will begin in April. The class will begin, Monday, Sept. 7, 2015 and runs for 30 weeks ending the first week of May.
For more information, call our class administrator, Anette Hamerski: 203-598-1675
anevergreenr@aol.com or visit our website ~ www.bsfinternational.org
BSF is not affiliated with Christ Redeemer Church.
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S

t. Paul’s volunteers staff the Jericho Food Pantry on Spring Street in
Danbury on the 2nd Saturday of every month. The hours are from 10 11:30 am. If you are interested in volunteering please contact Laurie DoBosh at
ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731.
We are also collecting donations which can be placed in the box marked Jericho
in Crocker Hall. Items that are currently needed are: Summer clothing (kids,
women and men), children’s books, sample or hotel size toiletries, bags of rice and
bags of beans, Chili, Snacks (microwave popcorn, granola bars), Cake and brownie
mixes, Cooking oil, Mayo, Paper towels, Spam, canned chicken and turkey.

Save the Date
Saturday, May 2
JERICHO - DAY OF SERVICE
“Good Neighbor Day”

O

ur Spring service day is on the
calendar for Saturday, May 2 in
Danbury. Once again, Jericho will
coordinate projects for St. Paul’s
volunteers which will include projects
at the Good Samaritan Mission, the
Spring Street Food Pantry and at their
main facility on Rose Street.
At the Mission, we’d like to add a
touch of home if possible. Currently,
there are no window treatments and
some of the windows are reinforced
with plastic. So, if you are led to help
with that, please see or contact Pam

Szen prszen@gmail.com. Needed are
people who can install and people who
might be willing to make curtains.
We gather at 8:30 a.m. in the parking
lot of the Samaritan Neighborhood
Center/St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on
Spring Street in Danbury. Coffee and
breakfast will be provided.
Jericho provides lunch. The day
ends around 3:00 p.m.
There will be a sign up sheet
in the back of the church if
you would like to volunteer
on May 2. This is a
wonderful day of outreach
and fellowship.
Believe me…you will
be blessed
tremendously.
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† Transforming Saints of God
April 23rd

Toyohiko Kagawa

Prophetic Witness in Japan, 1960

T

he Japanese evangelist, advocate of social change, and pacifist, Toyohiko Kagawa
(1888-1960), was a major twentieth century religious figure often compared to
Mahatma Gandhi. Kagawa was the son of a wealthy Kobe Buddhist business entrepreneurpolitician and his concubine, both of whom died when Kagawa was
four years old. The youth was raised by Presbyterian missionaries
and had a conversion experience at age fifteen. “O God, make me
like Christ” he prayed repeatedly.
Kagawa studied at theological seminaries in Japan and at
Princeton University and Princeton Seminary, but was increasingly
drawn to an evangelism of social reform, seeking to apply Christ’s
teachings directly to Japan’s poor in a theologically uncomplicated
way. He lived for much of the 1910 - 1924 period in a six foot square
windowless shed in Kobe’s slums. A skilled organizer, he helped
found trade unions and credit unions among dock workers, factory
laborers, and subsistence farmers. Trade unions were forbidden at the time, and Kagawa
was twice imprisoned. He was also a pacifist and organized the National Anti-War League
in 1928. Kagawa was arrested in 1940 for publicly apologizing to the people of China for
Japan’s invasion of that country. An advocate for universal male suffrage (granted in 1925),
he later became a voice for women’s right to vote as well.
A prolific author, his autobiographical novel, Crossing the Death Line (1920) became a
best seller, and many of his other novels and writings in a Christian Socialist vein were
translated into English. He used the revenues from his substantial book sales to fund his
extensive slum work. Although Kagawa was under police surveillance much of his life, the
Japanese government called on him to organize the rebuilding of Tokyo after a 1923
earthquake and again at the end of World War II to serve as head of the country’s social
welfare programs.
Although some knew him best as a social reformer and pacifist, Kagawa saw himself
first of all an evangelist. “Christ alone can make all things new,” he said, “The spirit of
Christ must be the soul of all real social reconstruction.”

† Newcomer’s Committee

D

o you enjoy meeting new people and making them feel
welcome? If so, consider joining the Newcomer’s
Committee.
Feel free to contact Pat Jennings, Ron Switzer or Pam Szen as
we join together in welcoming new parishioners to St. Paul’s.
In the meantime, keep wearing your Name Tags and introduce yourself to new people
during Coffee Hour.

A Wellness
Ministry
Committee is
forming - if
anyone is
interested, please let
Mary Perry know at
maryperry2@me.com.
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Sir Arthur visits the
Scouts before their
Thursday evening
den meeting.

† This Sunday’s Readings
The Good Shepherd
Acts 4:5-12
n this story from the Acts of the Apostles Peter and John, having cured a crippled
man, are called to account before the high Jewish council. Peter
testifies that the source of their healing power is the same Jesus whom the
John 10:11-18
leaders rejected. Referring to scripture, Peter speaks of the stone rejected
by the builders, which is nevertheless meant to be the cornerstone of the
Are you mourning today?
new faith. Evidently there were a number of encounters like this in the life
of the early church, but the disciples continued to heal and to preach in
Are you spiritually spent
Jesus’ name.
Psalm 23
today? Are you afraid
The Lord is shepherd and guide. God is present in the time of danger
and is generous and merciful.
today? Is death nearby
1 John 3:16-24
today? David and Jesus are
In our epistle lesson we learn that the followers of Jesus are to emulate
his love by laying down their lives for one another. Such love is
here today inviting us to
demanding and practical, requiring believers to share what they have with
those who lack. By acting in ways consistent with the kindness of God,
enlarge our frame and hold
disciples will know that they do indeed believe in Jesus the Son of God.
They will know that he abides within them and they in him, and that the
our grief, exhaustion and fear
Spirit has been given them.
John 10:11-18
in a larger, deeper reality:
In our gospel reading we are taught that Jesus is the good shepherd who
God provides and guides
is willing to die for his sheep. He is not like one who has been hired to tend
the sheep, and runs away in time of danger. Rather, he knows the sheep
and protects and restores.
with the same intimacy that he has with the Father. Jesus has shared fully
in their circumstances. Together with those who are yet to be called, there
will be one flock under the one true shepherd.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

O

ur guest preacher spoke about his mission of
reconciliation. To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out
our sermon archives as well.
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† Parish Social Committee
Cookout in January!!
Mardi Gras on Shrove Tuesday!!
Parish Picnic in July!!
Homecoming Sunday in September!!
Progressive Dinner in the Fall!!
Join us in planning for Fellowship & Fun.

A meeting will be scheduled soon.
Watch Sword Points for
details. In the
meantime, feel free
to reach out to
Pat Jennings,
Ron Switzer or
Pam Szen if
interested in being
a part of what will
surely be a great time in
planning our Parish Social activities.

† Transforming Saints of God
April 24th

Genocide Remembrance

T

his day is set aside in the calendar of the
church to hold in remembrance those who
have died and those whose lives have been severely
damaged as a result of acts of genocide: the
systematic and intentional destruction of a people
by death, by the imposition of severe mental or
physical abuse, by the forced displacement of
children, or by other atrocities designed to destroy
the lives and human dignity of large groups of
people.
This day is chosen for the commemoration
because the international community recognizes April 24 as a day of remembrance for the
Armenian Genocide, the systematic annihilation of the Armenian people during and just
after World War I. On April 24, 1915, more than 250 Armenian notables - civic and
political leaders, teachers, writers, and members of the clergy - were rounded up,
imprisoned, tortured, and killed. Before the cessation of conflict, it is estimated that as
many as one-and-a-half million Armenians perished, many as the result of forced marches,
deliberate starvation, and heinous massacres.
President Theodore Roosevelt declared the Armenian Genocide to be the greatest crime
of World War I. The close relationships between Anglicans and Episcopalians and our
sisters and brothers in the Armenian Church make the remembrance of this day a particular
sign of our fellowship in the body of Christ.
Tragically, human history is littered with such atrocities and the Armenian Genocide
was far from the last such mass extermination of people in the twentieth century. One need
only mention Croatia, Nazi Germany, Zanzibar, Guatemala, Bangladesh, Burundi,
Equatorial Guinea, East Timor, Cambodia, Afghanistan, Kurdish Iraq, and Tibet, and this is
by no means a comprehensive list. The unflinching resolve of people of faith, in prayer and
in action, is critical if the travesty of human genocide is to be curbed and eventually
stopped.

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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LiveStream - The LiveStreaming of our 8 am services and Men’s Bible Study on the
internet has been well received and helpful to parishioners unable to attend services because
of weather or health conditions. It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” students away at
college, parishioners on vacation and former members who have
moved away. Why not introduce it to your friends who may be
looking for a church and don’t know what to expect? We will be
LiveStreaming the April 25th Confirmation service and future
baptisms and funerals for family members and friends
who can't travel long distances. In addition to services we
are considering streaming other church events for participants who can’t
physically be there and to introduce the program to interested newcomers. The
events can be watched live or later for up to three weeks online. Just click on
the LiveStream button or tab on our website for more info.

For more
info on this
memorable
trip talk
with Pam
or David
Szen

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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Need Bookcases?
Contact Norma Schofield at
nnschofield@gmail.com. She has a
great deal for you!

† A Prayer for Newness and Goodness
by Walter Brueggemann

Through this day we have named your name in gladness,
we have rendered the work you have called “good’
we have relished your gifts and tasks,
we have marveled in amazement,
yet one more time,
at the wonder of this Easter Jesus,
who died and live among us.
Now we are homeward:
and when we arrive there,
it will be as it was this morning,
with anxiety and demand and conflict and inconvenience.
Except that all things will be - yet again - made new,
make new your Spirit
make new the church where we live;
make new the public reality of justice among us;
make new the practice of compassion in our neighbor;
make new the surge of peace in our violent world;
make new the policies of our government and the workings of our church.
Make new, and we will be in Easter Joy
unafraid and unweary,
your glad people,
carrying among us the mark of death
and the new life of Jesus in whose name we pray. Amen
18
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..St. Andrew’s, Milford; St. Peter’s, Milford; Trinity, Milton.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Collaborative ministries and resources networks; deaneries and other
regional groupings; members of the Taskforce for Reimagining the
Episcopal Church in Connecticut (TREC-CT).
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Lorraine Estok, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Saint Kitts and Nevis; the people of the State of Israel;
and our sister and brother members of the Anglican Church of Southern
Africa.
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of
advancing ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the
world to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Syria, for Christian literature distributions and the training of Christian leaders.
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food basket collections
for the month of April.
…..Athletes of Christ, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, an international sports
ministry that reaches others with the Good News of Jesus through the universal language of
sports; in Danbury, the ministry conducts weekly Bible study meetings and focuses on a 5K
walk/run in the spring, and winter and summer soccer camps for kids.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get
movement in his left leg and arm.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages of Parkinson's. Please pray for
healing and relief from pain.
…..Becky, peace and healing.
…..Liam, age 4, recovery from recent surgery, for miracle healing and strength.
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make
You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
With Each Step
They say a long
journey starts with one
small step. It helps to
have each of those
steps guided by the
One who promises to
be with you.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

W

† Is There a Patron Saint for Drone Operators?

e refrained from posing this question to our Scholar-in-Residence and instead did
a quick internet search (there’s probably a patron saint of that, too) and came up
with the following.
Saint Joseph of Cupertino

†

It’s a bird. It’s a plane. It’s the remotely piloted aircraft that
you just got and have to fly in the shadows as the FAA continues to
dictate the legalities of such ownership. From private companies to
personal use to Top Gun freaks with a gadget fetish, drones are more
popular than ever.
This would have
been great news for
Saint Joseph of
Cupertino, who
performed a few
flying miracles of
his own. Essentially
considered a
delinquent after
flunking at shoemaking
and moving back home at
18, Joseph found his
stride and entered the
priesthood. It was then
that he and God began to converse, and there are over 50 accounts of the
saint levitating and soaring over short distances as he did so, quickly
rendering him the patron saint of air travel. He grew so famous for
It Takes An Editorial Board such feats that he was forced into hiding, much like the drones
patiently awaiting their political reckoning.
- by Shannon Hassett
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