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Dear Friends,

T

his Sunday, our Gospel will introduce us to the true
vine, Jesus Christ. The image of this climbing plant
that spreads so luxuriantly while producing fruit is a
metaphor for the dynamism of Jesus’ fellowship with his
disciples.
The evangelist uses the word "abide" again and again in
this passage, a proclamation that the way the fruit of
spiritual life comes forth is by perpetually remaining with
the true vine. Just as branches are supported by the vine,
so we are held in God's grace.
Whatever hardship or
drought befall us, Christ
is the source that offers
us the water of life,
nourishing and sustaining
us. As we abide in the
vine, our fruit will be the
sign of a life-giving
connection with our
Maker. In Christ we
belong together, all
stemming from the one source
of life, God Almighty.
In Christ,

St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
May 1st

Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles

T

he two apostles commemorated on this day are among those
about whom little is known, except for their mention in the
Gospels. James the Less is so called to distinguish him from James
the son of Zebedee and from James “the brother of the Lord,” or
perhaps to indicate youth or lack of stature. He is known to us from
the list of the Twelve, where he is called James the son of Alpheus.
He may also be the person referred to in Mark’s Gospel as James the
younger, who, with his mother Mary and the other women, watched
the crucifixion from a distance.
hilip figures in several important incidents in Jesus’ ministry as reported in John’s
Gospel. There we read that Jesus called Philip soon after calling Andrew and Peter.
Philip, in turn, found his friend Nathanael, and convinced him to come and see Jesus, the
Messiah. Later, when Jesus saw the hungry crowd, he asked Philip,
“How are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” (John 6:5).
Philip’s practical response, “Two hundred denarii would not buy
enough bread for each of them to get a little” (John 6:7), was the
prelude to the feeding of the multitude with the loaves and fishes. In
a later incident in John’s Gospel, some Greeks came to Philip asking
to see Jesus. At the Last Supper, Philip’s request, “Lord, show us the
Father, and we shall be satisfied,” evokes the response, “Have I been
with you so long, and yet you do not know me, Philip? He who has
seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:8, 9).

P

S

andy Chaleski thanks all of the parishioners who have provided
photos and other memorabilia for the St. Paul's history book - it will
be chock full of memories. If anyone missed the April 30th deadline, but
has something else to submit, please contact Sandy at once at 203-730-2336
or srchaleski@comcast.net.

† Happy Birthday to You!

G

iesele Castronova celebrates today! Sunday is the big
day for Quinn Pinto. Phyllis Baskett & Rebecca
Conte will be blowing out candles on Monday. Have a
blessed day everyone!

Support Our Sunday School Teachers!
Please check out the Sunday School Wish List on the large bulletin
board in the Sunday School hallway. Our Sunday School teachers
and youth group have posted items that they are in need of to utilize
for instruction in their classrooms. For example, the Level One class
would appreciate 10-12 beach balls to use for verse memorization
and the Level Three class would love to borrow a digital camera to
incorporate 'Light Writing' into their weekly activities. Please stop
by on Sunday and see how you can help. If you can help with one of
the items, simply take the item card on top and record your name
and phone number on the card underneath, in case we need to
contact you! Thank you so much for your ongoing support.
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† Start Spreading the News!

“W

hen our Lord said to the disciples,
"Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men" (Matthew 4:19), His
reference was not to the skilled angler, but to those who use the drag-net-something which requires practically no skill; the point being that you do not
have to watch your "fish," but you have to do the simple thing and God will do
the rest. The pseudo-evangelical line is that you must be on the watch all the
time and lose no opportunity of speaking to people, and this attitude is apt to
produce the superior person. It may be a noble enough point of view, but it
produces the wrong kind of character. It does not produce a disciple of Jesus, but too often
it produces the kind of person … and people are afraid of meeting him. According to Jesus
Christ, what we have to do is to watch the source and He will look after the outflow: "He
that believeth on me,...out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water" (John 7:38).”
― Oswald Chambers, Our Ultimate Refuge: Job and the Problem of Suffering

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Apr 30
Fri, May 1
Sat, May 2

Sun, May 3

Click Below to

Mon, May 4

Tue, May 5
Wed, May 6
Thu, May 7

Sat, May 9

Sun, May 10
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- 7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
8:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
- 10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
- 9:15 am
7:00 pm
- 10:00 am
- 7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
3:00 pm
8:00 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

- Music Night, Sanctuary
St. Philip & St. James, Apostles
- Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
- Jericho Day of Service, Danbury
- Praise Moves, Crocker Hall
- House of Prayer, Sanctuary
-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room
1st Communion Class
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group
Christian Caring, Tuck Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion I & Healing
Building Committee, Classroom
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Guild Room
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Women’s Tea, Crocker Hall

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room
1st Communion Class
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

W

hen Philip hastens to the
Ethiopian’s chariot, it is to
help him understand this unfamiliar
reading and to interpret it in the light of
Jesus as the Good News.. As “stewards
in training,” what part does the
intentional study of scripture play in our
search to know and serve God - and to
then proclaim the Good News to others?

Men's Bible Study Monday Nights

Click Below to

Our study of the Book of Joshua meets on Monday nights in Crocker Hall, 7-8 pm. Past
sessions are available on our YouTube channel and each week is available on LiveStream.
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† A House Divided

by Steve Hemming

“If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is
divided against itself, that house cannot stand.”
Mark 3:24-25

R

ecently, as I was driving towards Brookfield after joining friends nearby for
breakfast, the words, “A house divided cannot stand,” dropped into my thoughts.
Oftentimes, this is how the Lord speaks to me, by giving me a few words, or perhaps a
sentence, which will then prompt me to look in His word for insight, elaboration and
clarification. While I will spare you the reason why God spoke to my heart last Saturday
morning, suffice to say my walk with the Lord had been divided somewhat lately, and as a
result, I was unsteady. I could not stand in a manner that honored
the Lord. I needed correction, for my heart was not wholly devoted
to Him. How does God get your attention when you need
correction?
Jesus spoke the scriptures above to the scribes, when they
accused Him of being Beelzebub, that it was by the ruler of demons
that He cast out demons. Jesus reasoned that Satan could not cast
out Satan, “for if Satan has risen up against himself, and is divided,
he cannot stand, but has an end.” (Verse 26) Similarly, since God
dwells in us (Romans 8:10, Colossians 1:27), if we rise against Him
in our thoughts, words or deeds, we will be divided as a result, and
accordingly, we will not be able to stand.
In order to stand firm in the Lord, we must determine to be
wholeheartedly for Him and not strive against Him. Jesus cautions
us in Luke 11:23, “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with
Me scatters.” We cannot deceive the Lord, nor hide our true motives from Him; for “all the
ways of a man are clean in his own sight, but the Lord weighs the motives” (Proverbs 16:2)
God is well aware of all that is going on within us, as Jesus expressed in what has to be one
of the most sobering passages in all the Bible, Revelation 3:15-16; “I know your works, that
you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you are
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.”
When the Lord speaks words of correction into our lives, what should be our response?
Respond promptly - When God speaks to us, we should not delay in answering Him.
We need to have the same “Here I am” attitude when He calls us that Samuel had in 1
Samuel 3, and be diligent to not let any of the Lord’s words fall to the ground (1 Samuel
3:19).
Acknowledge and confess sin - When we are convicted of sin, we need to be quick to
confess it to the Lord. King David sets a good example for us when he wrote in Psalm 32:5,
“I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, “I will confess
my transgressions to the Lord,” And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.” (See also 1 John
1:8-10)
Repent and turn from sin - After we’ve received forgiveness from God, we need to
repent of our sinful behavior and deliberately turn away from the sin we’ve confessed, as
the Lord spoke through the prophet Ezekiel in Ezekiel 18:30; “Repent, and turn from all
your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin. Cast away from you all the
transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit.” (See also Psalm 51, Acts 3:19)
Seek His Guidance - Once we’ve repented and turned away from our sin, it is important
that we move forward and seek the Lord for ongoing direction and correction, like what
David wrote in Psalm 139:23-24; “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know
my anxieties; and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
It is imperative that we continually seek the Lord in order to avoid falling into the same
pitfalls before we turned our heart back towards Him and repented. (See Jeremiah 29:1113)
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Obey God - Out of love for God, we are motivated to
obey Him, and by being obedient, we will not be
susceptible to frequent tumbles into sin. Jesus
encourages us to obey Him in John 14:15; “If you love
Me, keep My commandments.” Likewise, the apostle
John writes in 1 John 2:3-5; “Now by this we know that
we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He who
says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But
whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is
perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.”
When we respond quickly to the Lord’s correction,
confess our sin and repent of it, then constantly seek and
obey Him, we will no longer be divided, but instead,
have a united heart devoted to walking in His truth
(Psalm 86:11).
“Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge, but he
who hates correction is stupid.” Proverbs 12:1

† Transforming Saints of God
April 30th

Sarah Josepha Buell Hale

Editor and Prophetic Witness, 1879

S

arah Josepha Buell was born in New Hampshire in 1788 to
Captain Gordon Buell and Martha Buell, both of whom were
advocates for equal education for both sexes. In 1813 she married
David Hale, a promising lawyer who shared her intellectual interests.
In 1822, David died four days before the birth of their fifth child. Sarah Buell Hale wore
black for the rest of her life and to support her family she turned to her considerable literary
skills. In a year a volume of poetry appeared, followed by a successful novel, Northwood: A
Tale of New England, which was the first American novel by a woman and one of
the first dealing with slavery. The success generated by Northwood enabled her to
edit the popular Ladies’ Magazine, which she hoped would aid in educating
women, as she wrote, “not that they may usurp the situation, or encroach upon the
prerogatives of man; but that each individual may lend her aid to the intellectual
and moral character of those within her sphere.”
In 1830, she published a book of verses for children aimed at the Sunday school
market; it included the now-famous “Mary Had a Little Lamb,” originally called
“Mary’s Lamb.” Following the examples of her parents, she labored consistently
for women’s education and helped found Vassar College. Her publications,
including the influential Godey’s Lady’s Book, promoted concern for women’s
health, property rights, and opportunities for public recognition. Hale’s influence
was widespread, particularly for middle class women, in matters of child-rearing,
morality, literature, and dress. Although the editor of
Godey’s instructed her to avoid party politics in the publication, she
dedicated much energy to causes which could unite North and South
across party lines. She worked diligently to preserve Bunker Hill and
George Washington’s plantation home, Mount Vernon, as American
monuments. She is perhaps most famous for the nationalization of
the Thanksgiving holiday, toward which she worked many years and
which finally received presidential sanction under Abraham Lincoln.
Her work, in both the women’s and national spheres, was
exemplary for its conciliatory nature, its concern for the unity of the
nation, and for her desire to honor the work and influence of women
in society.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

O Thou Who Camest From Above Tune: Winchester New
In Christ There is No East or West
What Wondrous Love is This
God is Love, Let Heaven Adore Him

In Christ There Is No East or West

I

n 1889, Rudyard Kipling published his poem, "The Ballad of East and West," which
begins, "Oh, East is East, and West is West, and never the twain shall meet."
Those lines sound as if Kipling is saying that there is no hope that people from East and
West can ever come together, but the opposite is true. The poem tells of Kamal, a man of
India who steals an English Colonel's horse. The Colonel's son rides off in pursuit. The
two men end up in a place where Kamal has a soldier behind every rock, but he respects the
young Englishman's courage and spares his life. The young Englishman, in
Want to listen in to what we’ll turn, passes up a chance to use a hidden pistol with which he could
be singing on Sunday at 10:30? have killed Kamal. The poem ends as it began with these lines:
Oh, East is East, and West is West,
Or do you want to listen to a song
and never the twain shall meet,
Till Earth and Sky stand presently
from last week once more?
at God's great Judgment Seat;
But there is neither East nor West,
You can listen on Spotify by clicking
Border, nor Breed, nor Birth,
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service
When two strong men stand face to face,
though they come from the ends of the earth!
This week’s worship music includes: : :
Kipling's
poem celebrates the possibility of mutual respect
Cast My
between people who are very different from each other.
Cares,
Nine years later after Kipling's poem was published, William
Hungry,
Arthur Dunkerly (using the pen name John Oxenham) wrote this hymn, "In
From the
Christ There Is No East or West." The occasion was a great missionary
Inside Out,
exhibition sponsored by the London Missionary Society.
The hymn, which gets its inspiration from Kipling's poem, takes Kipling's
All My Heart
idea a step farther. It reminds us that Christ brings all sorts of people
is Yours, &
Our God and together "in one great fellowship of love."
King.

B

- Copyright 2007, Richard Niell Donovan

ible Study Fellowship International, BSF is an in depth, interdenominational bible
study. BSF welcomes women of all faiths.
We offer small group discussions, printed questions, commentary notes, weekly lectures
and fellowship. Our purpose is to help members study the bible, find relevant life
applications and develop a personal relationship with the Lord
Jesus Christ. There is no fee.
There is also a school program staffed by well trained
leaders with lessons to correspond in content to the adult
program. Children in grades 1-12 should be registered before
attending class.
BSF meets on Monday evenings from 7:00 - 8:50 pm at the
Christ Redeemer Church, 114 Roxbury Road in Southbury.
Registration for the study of Revelation has begun. The
class will begin, Monday, September 14, 2015 and runs for 30
weeks ending the first week of May, 2016.
For more information, call our class administrator, Anette
Hamerski: 203-598-1675 anevergreenr@aol.com or visit our website ~
www.bsfinternational.org
BSF is not affiliated with Christ Redeemer Church.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Sindonology*

I

learn from the news (though it may not be widely publicized yet) that the Shroud of
Turin has once again been put on public display, and once again the traditional
questions about it are being aired.†

Although most of you probably have some familiarity with this artifact, it may be
worthwhile to begin with a brief description. It is a piece of linen cloth about 14 feet long
and 3½ feet wide. It bears a shadowy image of a man, front and back, with the heads near
the center and the feet near the two ends. Photographs taken in 1890, and often since then,
show that the image on the cloth approximates a photographic negative (i.e. the film
negative appears as a positive image). The cloth was also damaged in a 1532 fire and the
patches and searing on either side of the images reflect this. The principal questions pertain
to its authenticity, and can be subdivided into: is this a cloth from the time and place of
Christ’s death, how was the image formed, and is it an actual image of Jesus? Answering
the final question will probably always be ultimately a matter of faith, but even the first two
have resisted the efforts of science to reach anything approaching certainty.
There is an old saying in research that everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but no
one is entitled to his own facts. In this case, however, those on each side often cannot even
agree on the facts. Skeptics argue that the twill weave was common in mediæval Europe
and unknown in 1st century Palestine, but other authorities on fabrics have
stated that that particular weave was used on fabrics from that area and time
period. In other cases proponents for each side have argued about the presence
of pollens appropriate to 1st c. Palestine on the cloth, or about the nature of the
(apparent) blood stains on the shroud. What should be the strongest scientific
evidence, the carbon dating performed in 1988, has also been the subject of
questions. Most of these relate to the selection of samples (were patched or
repaired areas involved) or on possible contamination of the samples from
some other source. There were many witnesses to the cutting of the swatches,
and the selection of other samples for control purposes but recent studies of the
documentary photos show that there apparently was reweaving in the sample
area. Also, the bundling of the samples to go to the labs was done privately by
the archbishop of Turin and a representative of the British Museum - I cannot
imagine either why they would want to cloud the issue or why they would want to eliminate
any witnesses at this stage. A statistical analysis of the carbon dating has shown some
discrepancies among the samples (but not enough to take us back to the time of Christ).
More recent testing using other means produced a 1 st c. date range, but details have not been
published as yet.
o you have a question you
Another factor in dating is provenance or chain of
would like answered by our custody, and this can be traced to 1350 AD, leaving a very
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
long gap where there are mentions of what might be the
same cloth but are certainly (so far) not provably so. This
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
matches both the carbon dating, and a time when fake
historical or other inquiries to:
(Continued on page 13)
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D
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(Continued from page 12)

Sindonology

relics were big business. Indeed more than forty shrouds were known
to be circulating in Europe in the late 14th c. but that, of course, leaves
the question of why most of these are lost, and only this one continues
to attract both interest and controversy.
Whatever the date of the shroud, the image itself is of
particular interest. Although it resembles a photographic negative, it
is not, notably, the hair of Jesus is dark on the shroud, but nearly
white in the negative of the actual film. It is a clear depiction of a
crucified man showing the marks of scourging and of the nail hole in
the right wrist (some skeptics make a point that the Gospel says hand,
but the Greek word often includes the lower arm) and displaying a
bidirectional blood-flow pattern that would be natural to the
movements of the victim on the cross. A detailed analysis of the
actual image shows that it is no deeper than the outermost surface of
the threads, and has failed to account for its makeup. On the contrary,
similar images have been created by draping a cloth over a body (or a
stone image of one) and rubbing it with a slightly acidic pigment; then
heating and washing the cloth. I am still doubtful that such a process
could capture all the characteristics of the original, but it seems that a
mediæval artisan could have duplicated this technique.
Obviously if the carbon dating is even roughly correct (I
should like to believe that it is not, but should want to see better
confirmation of the reweaving theory) this cannot be the burial shroud
of Christ. However, the shroud is a unique image of the crucifixion,
and as such has been a focus of contemplative devotion. To me real
value of this image is that it leads to a deeper understanding of the
atonement, and this is precisely what the last three Popes have said
about it.

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

From sindon = shroud, and logos = word or study: specifically study of the Shroud of
Turin.
†
Although I do not consider myself a sindonologist, I have had a long time interest in
the subject and much of what follows is based many years of reading; rather than trying
to give references I shall simply provide a list of readings for further exploration.
For further reading:
Wikipedia s.v. Shroud of Turin. A comprehensive and well-balanced article treating
most of the arguments for and against the authenticity of the Shroud.
The Shroud of Turin: Burial Cloth of Jesus or Cheap Fake. A reasonable summary
of the Skeptical position but clearly atheistic, and selective in its arguments (e.g. depends on English versions that
do not always reflect the range of the Greek [hand vs. wrist].
The Definitive Shroud of Turin FAQ. A pro-shroud site with some interesting insights.
The Shroud: Old New Evidence. Another pro-shroud site, notable for its detailed discussion of the unique
characteristics of the image.

WANTED: Do you have a digital camera, digital video camera or other
computer equipment that you no longer use or need. Consider donating it to
St. Paul’s for our Sword Points staff and media department. Contact the
office or email us here.

† Newcomer’s Committee

D

o you enjoy meeting new people and making them feel
welcome? If so, consider joining the Newcomer’s
Committee.
Feel free to contact Pat Jennings, Ron Switzer or Pam Szen as
we join together in welcoming new parishioners to St. Paul’s.
In the meantime, keep wearing your Name Tags and introduce yourself to new people
during Coffee Hour.
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† Responding to Earthquake in Nepal

E

piscopal Relief & Development is working
with the ecumenical ACT Alliance in Nepal
and local partners in northern India and southwest
China regarding urgent needs and assessment efforts
following the 7.8-magnitude earthquake that struck
near Kathmandu on the morning of April 25.
The earthquake was centered east of Nepal's
capital, near the town of Pokhara, though the initial
quake and subsequent aftershocks were felt as far away as Pakistan, more than 800 miles
away. The death toll is growing everyday and has passed 6,000, including 17 who died in
an avalanche on Mt. Everest. Due to the rough terrain and isolated nature of communities in
Nepal and across the Himalayas, search and rescue efforts are being carried out on foot and
by helicopter. Communications are still down across wide areas of the region, further
hampering assessment and rescue efforts.
"The mountain communities that we suspect are in most need of help are also the hardest
to get to, accessible only by foot under normal circumstances," said Nagulan Nesiah,
Episcopal Relief & Development's Senior Program Officer for Disaster Response and Risk
Reduction. "Getting assessment teams there to gather information will be a challenge, as
will transporting the relief supplies that are needed so urgently."
Responding to immediate needs for food, clean water and shelter, as well as the need for
accurate information through on-the-ground assessment, Episcopal Relief & Development
will support ACT Alliance efforts implemented through a partner office in Kathmandu. The
ACT Alliance works in coordination with major international groups such as UN OCHA to
maximize efficiency and impact of aid, mobilizing local networks to reach remote areas.
Episcopal Relief & Development is in contact with the Anglican Diocese of West
Malaysia regarding support for the work of the Deanery of Nepal, which is part of the
Diocese of Singapore. The organization may also support other partners in the region
including CASA, the humanitarian arm of the National Council of Churches in India, and
the Amity Foundation, an independent Christian organization in China.
"It is a frightening time, with so many homes and buildings already destroyed and the
threat of aftershocks causing others to collapse," said Abagail Nelson, Episcopal Relief &
Development’s Senior Vice President of Programs. "People need spiritual support as they
try to keep their families safe, or find and save those who are missing. We urge prayers for
all those impacted by the quake, and for those who are bringing relief, support and
encouragement to people in need."
Please donate to the Nepal Earthquake Response Fund to enable Episcopal Relief &
Development to support its partners' emergency relief efforts and on-the-ground assessment
in the region.
14

S

t. Paul’s volunteers staff the Jericho Food Pantry on Spring Street in
Danbury on the 2nd Saturday of every month. The hours are from 10 11:30 am. If you are interested in volunteering please contact Laurie DoBosh at
ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731.
We are also collecting donations which can be placed in the box marked Jericho
in Crocker Hall. Items that are currently needed are: Summer clothing (kids,
women and men), children’s books, sample or hotel size toiletries, bags of rice and
bags of beans, Chili, Snacks (microwave popcorn, granola bars), Cake and brownie
mixes, Cooking oil, Mayo, Paper towels, Spam, canned chicken and turkey.

This Saturday
May 2nd
JERICHO - DAY OF SERVICE
“Good Neighbor Day”

provides lunch. The day ends around
3:00 p.m.
Believe me…you will be blessed
tremendously.

O

ur Spring service day is this
Saturday, May 2 in Danbury.
Once again, Jericho will coordinate
projects for St. Paul’s volunteers
which will include projects at the
Good Samaritan Mission, the Spring
Street Food Pantry and at their main
facility on Rose Street.
We gather at 8:30 a.m. in the parking
lot of the Samaritan Neighborhood
Center/St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on
Spring Street in Danbury. Coffee and
breakfast will be provided. Jericho
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and
truth.”
- 1 John 3:18

D

o you “walk the talk?” Does your action
reflect what you say? If not, spend time
every day in prayer, give some of your talent to
help one of your parish’s ministries and give some
of your money to support the work of the Church.

The Sacristans for May are
Sharon Hibler
& Lorine Hodge.

† True Vine

T

his is a photograph of a kiwi vine stretching upward toward the sky. The branches
are able to grow because they are connected to the main vine. The main vine is
rooted in the ground that gives it nutrients and vitamins. The branches are also stretching
toward the sun, which also gives nutrients and vitamins.
It would seem that this photograph would be the perfect metaphor for Sunday’s gospel.
God, the creator, is the sky. God is also the natural vine grower. From the sky come
sunshine and rain; these give nutrients to the ground which makes the vine strong. The
main vine is our connection to the nourishment from the ground, and in turn the sunshine
and rain. Jesus the “true vine” is connection to the creator. Without this connection, it is
difficult to thrive let alone survive. A constant connection to the vine provides nourishment
to be productive in
building God’s
kingdom. God gives
sunshine, rain, and
prunes the plant; the
ground gives
nourishment to the vine,
the vine causes the
branches to bear fruit,
and this glorifies God.
Questions to reflect on
pertain to whether or
not we are the branches
still attached to Christ
bearing fruit. Or are we
branches that have lost
connection and bear no
fruit? How can we
regain connection?
How do we stretch
toward God and remain
deeply rooted in Christ?
-- Olusola Tribble
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Jesus the True Vine
Acts 8:26-40
his is the story of how Philip brought the Ethiopian eunuch to faith in Jesus. Early
Christians doubtless loved to tell and retell this narrative. It shows how a significant
foreign personage, who was apparently an inquirer into Judaism,
learned about Jesus and was baptized. It also illustrates the way an
John 15:1-8
important passage from the Old Testament, which tells of the Lord’s
servant who suffered for others, was interpreted as prophecy about
When we love one another
Jesus.
Psalm 22:24-30
as Jesus loves us, we first
A song of praise to the Lord, who rules over all and cares for the
downtrodden.
learn from Jesus what love
1 John 4:7-21
This reading teaches that God’s love is made known to us through
is. And having experienced
Jesus. In response we are to love one another. No one has ever seen
being loved by Jesus - had
God, but to experience God’s love and to recognize Jesus as God’s Son
is to know God. Only by not loving others made in God’s image
that love heal, restore and
would we show that we do not know and love God. When we do love
one another, then we live in union with God and fear is driven away.
renew the loving that was
John 15:1-8
In our gospel reading we hear that Jesus is the true vine to which
already in us - we then love
each branch must be united if it is to bear fruit. The vine and the
vineyard were well-known symbols for God’s people. A living
others the same way.
relationship with Jesus in the following of his teaching is the source of
fruitful discipleship. God will cut away the dead branches and prune
the healthy ones so that they will bear more abundantly.

T

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

T

he Good Shepherd leads his flock gently. Are you
listening to the shepherd's voice? To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
17

M

† Mothers Day Memorials

other’s Day is May 10th. Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in
loving memory of a mother, please make your check payable to St. Paul’s
Church, with the name or names of those to be remembered on the memo line. All
memorials are due by this Sunday, May 3rd. Contact Gail Winkley with any questions
at 203 775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
All women worshipping with us on Mother’s Day will receive a flower.

† Aging & Life Planning

S

ue Balla is our representative with the Ministry on Aging at the
Episcopal Diocese in Meriden, CT. They would like feedback on
what subjects you would want to get information on aging, such as end of
life, living wills, what I want my family to know if I cannot talk, etc.
Please send me an email to Sue at sballa@snet.net and she will include it
with her report to the diocese. Also on the board is Bishop Laura Ahrens
and Karin Hamilton, who does the press releases and the weekly news
letter on line from the diocese. You have until the end of May to get your ideas in to Sue.

For more
info on this
memorable
trip talk
with Pam
or David
Szen
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..St. Peter’s, Monroe; St. Mark’s, Mystic; St. Michael’s, Naugatuck.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Parishes in transition, transition teams, and interim clergy.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Lorraine Estok, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Chile; the people of the Republic of Kiribati; and our
sister and brother members of the Reformed Church in Hungary.
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of
advancing ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the
world to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..the victims of the earthquake in Nepal and the on-going relief efforts.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Mali, where most Christians have fled to the southeast; pray that the gospel reaches all
Malians.
e prayed for seamstress
…..Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket
loosing her space and God
collections for the month of May.
provided an even better location and
…..Bethany Christian Services, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership,
rent space.
Bethany is the nation’s largest adoption agency, opening its doors in
Connecticut in 2011 with a mission to show the love of Christ by providing
e prayed for a man with
social services to children. Bethany’s counseling and adoption procedures are
mental and spiritual
free of charge for birth mothers.
afflictions who was virtually unable
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
to leave his building. God
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation answered our prayers and brought
to get movement in his left leg and arm.
him out for us to pray over and
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages of Parkinson's.
blessed him even more richly by
Please pray for healing and relief from pain.
enabling him to visit his mother for
…..Liam, age 4, recovery from recent surgery, for miracle healing and
the first time in 2 years. Praise
strength.
God!
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog.

W

W

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Intricately and Personally
Made
God is creative, powerful,
and intimate. Not only did He
create our world with His voice,
but He designed our bodies so
intricately that they can function
in marvelous ways. Most
importantly, He made us to have
relationship with Him..
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† Parish Social Committee
Cookout in January!!
Mardi Gras on Shrove Tuesday!!
Parish Picnic in July!!
Homecoming Sunday in September!!
Progressive Dinner in the Fall!!
Join us in planning for Fellowship & Fun.

A meeting will be scheduled soon.
Watch Sword Points for
details. In the
meantime, feel free
to reach out to
Pat Jennings,
Ron Switzer or
Pam Szen if
interested in being
a part of what will
surely be a great time in
planning our Parish Social activities.

Need Bookcases?
Contact Norma Schofield at
nnschofield@gmail.com. She has a great deal
for you! There are two
bookcases. Wooden shelf in the
bottom half, lighted glass shelves
in the top. Made by Thomasville.
Classic style. Like new.
They're in storage at
Newtown Self Storage on Rt. 25
and would need to be picked up
from there.
For the record, they're
beautiful bookcases. I had to
downsize and put them into
storage. Now I need to downsize
the storage and get rid of
anything I'm never going to use
again.
Anglican Bishop Expresses Horror at ISIS Killing of Ethiopian Christians
[ENS - Diocese of Sydney] The Anglican bishop for Ethiopia has hailed as martyrs
28 Ethiopian Christians shot or beheaded in Libya by members of the terrorist
group known as ISIS or ISIL.
"I have just learned the horrifying news that as many as twenty-eight Ethiopian
Christians have been shot or beheaded in Libya by members of the terrorist group
known as ISIS or ISIL. This alarming act of violence against those that ISIS calls
'people of the cross' comes just two months after twenty-one other Christians twenty Egyptians and one Ghanian, were beheaded on a Libyan beach." Bishop
Grant LeMarquand said in a letter to be read in Ethopian churches and distributed
overseas. … "It is too early to learn the names of these newest martyrs. It is also
too early to know what churches they came from." Read more here...

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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May Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!
May 3rd
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Audrey Powell
Lector: Acts 8:26-40 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Lois Hunt
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 22:24-30 1 John 4:7-21
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Denise McCormack / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Acts 8:26-40 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 22:24-30 1 John 4:7-21
May 10th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Sarah Shepley
Lector: Acts 10:44-48 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 98 1 John 5:1-6
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Acts 10:44-48 Rose Barrett
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 98 1 John 5:1-6
May 17th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: Erinn O’Hara
Lector: Acts 1:1-11 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 47 Ephesians 1:15-23

May 17th
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Acts 1:1-11 Mary Perry
Intercessor: Lynne Pendergast
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Psalm 47 Ephesians 1:15-23

May 24th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Acts 2:1-21 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Pam Szen
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 104: 25-35,37 Romans 8:22-27
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Acts 2:1-21 Venus Okwuka
Intercessor: Connor Richardson
Lay Reader: Sarah Shepley
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 104: 25-35,37 Romans 8:22-27
May 31st
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Isaiah 6:1-8 Mike Kirner
Intercessor: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 29 Romans 8:12-17
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Pam Szen
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Isaiah 6:1-8 Ray Ferro
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 29 Romans 8:12-17
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May 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
8:30 am Jericho Day of
Service
10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am House of
Prayer

3

5 Easter

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Deacon’s Forum
9:45 am 1st Communion
Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group

4

5

6

7

10:00 am Christian
Caring

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion I
& Healing

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

7:00 pm Stephen

Ministry

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

8

9
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Building
Committee

10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

7:30 pm Music Night

11:00 am House of
Prayer
3:00 pm Women’s Tea

10 6 Easter

11

12

13

14

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Deacon’s Forum
9:45 am 1st Communion
Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion I
& Healing

1:00 pm Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 PM Staff Meeting

7:30 pm Property
Committee

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 PM Vestry Meeting

7:30 pm Music Night

17 7 Easter

18

19

20

21

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Deacon’s Forum
9:45 am 1st Communion
Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

7:00 pm Healing Team

24 Pentecost
Healing Sunday

25

26

27

28

Parish Office Closed

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

7:30 pm Music Night

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Deacon’s Forum
9:45 am 1st Communion
Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
1:00 pm Memorial Day
Outreach

31 Trinity
Sunday
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Deacon’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
22
Communion /
1st Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

15

16

11:00 am House of
Prayer

22

23
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters
1:00 pm House of Prayer

Memorial Day

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

6:30 pm Deanery
Meeting, Bethel

29

30
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am House of
Prayer

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

† Pepper Saves the
Day!
Our Therapy Dog-inTraining Sir Arthur got into
something in his yard just prior
to heading off to Laurel Ridge
nursing home, thereby rending
him unfit for duty. Luckily his
sister Pepper saved the day and
stepped in for the therapy
mission. Though an amateur,
she brought smiles and joy!

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

S

ue Balla, Chris Barrett, Sandy
chaleski, Dorothy Crocker,
Laurie DoBosh, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Heather
Melody, Beth Miller, Patrick
O’Connors, Ken Perry, Mary Perry,
Kirsten Peterson, Norma Schofield, Bill
Schrull, Joe Shepley, Sarah Shepley,
Tara Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen &
Gail Winkley.
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