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À  Pentecost Celebration This Sunday 
 

T his Sunday we celebrate the Day of Pentecost with services of Holy Eucharist at 8:00 am and 10:30 am.  Pentecost is one of the prominent feasts in the Christian 
liturgical year commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit upon 
the disciples of Christ.  The feast is also called Whitsunday.  
Pentecost is celebrated seven weeks (50 days) after Easter Sunday, 
hence its name.  Pentecost falls on the tenth day after Ascension 
Thursday. 
Pentecost is historically and symbolically related to the Jewish 

harvest festival of Shavuot, which commemorates God giving the 
Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai fifty days after the Exodus.  
Among Christians, Pentecost commemorates the descent of the 
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus as 
described in the New Testament Acts of the Apostles 2:31 during 
these Jewish "fiftieth day" celebrations in Jerusalem.  For this 
reason, Pentecost is sometimes described as the "Birthday of the 
Church." 
Sundayôs first reading gives the biblical narrative of Pentecost 

in the second chapter of the Book of Acts as recounted in Acts 2:1-
4: ñOn the day of Pentecost all the Lordôs followers were together 
in one place.  Suddenly there was a noise from heaven like the sound of a mighty wind.  It 
filled the house where they were meeting.  Then they saw what looked like fiery tongues 
moving in all directions, and a tongue came and settled on each person there.  The Holy 
Spirit took control of everyone, and they began speaking whatever languages the Spirit let 
them speak.ò 
The apostles received the Holy Spirit and were miraculously enabled to go out into 

Jerusalem prophesying and speaking in languages that all the visitors to Jerusalem could 
understand as told further in Acts 2:5-6: 
ñMany religious Jews from every country in the world were living in Jerusalem ... they 

were hearing everything in their own languages.ò 
The noise and activity attracted a huge crowd and the Apostle Peter preached a sermon 

to the crowd with great effectiveness, as Acts 2:41 reports: "On that day about three 
thousand believed his message and were baptized." 

À  Memorial Day Outreach This Sunday 

T he flags are up on Route 25 and the parade & this yearôs 

Memorial Day Outreach is this 

Sunday!  Join us at 1:00 pm for 

some good old fashioned All-

American fun.  This is a perfect way 

for St. Paulôs to share the love of 

Jesus with the community in a 

casual and fun way.  Thanks! 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Spirit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disciple_%28Christianity%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascension_Thursday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascension_Thursday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shavuot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_Commandments
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Sinai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Exodus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Spirit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_the_Apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem_in_Christianity


2  

 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an 
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. 

 (1 Timothy 4:12) 
 
Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

W e are a mission post for youth.  We don't just minister to youth, they minister to us.  As we create space for them to share their gifts, the 
Spirit blesses the church.  This Pentecost Sunday, our youth will lead our 
worship at 10:30 am, as well as guide our Memorial Day outreach in the 
afternoon.  May God continue to raise up leadership among our young people, 
and may we have the wisdom and the grace to provide them the room they 
need to fulfill their callings. 
 
In Christ, 

Click Below to 

By perseverance the snail reached the ark.           - Charles Spurgeon 

O  Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grate-
ful hearts the men and women of our country who in the 

day of decision ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy.  
Grant that we may not rest until all the people of this land 
share the benefits of true freedom and gladly accept its disci-
plines. This we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

À  This Week at St. Paulôs 
 

Thu, May 21 - 7:30 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 23 - 7:30 am - Menôs Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Guild Room 

   11:00 am - St. Paulôs Quilters, Guild Room 

   1:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, May 24 - Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday 

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:30 am - Deaconôs Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   1:00 pm - Memorial Day Outreach (LiveStream) 

Mon, May 25 - Memorial Day (Parish Office Closed) 

   7:00 pm - Menôs Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) 

Tue, May 26 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, May 27 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

Thu, May 28 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 30 - 7:30 am - Menôs Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, May 31 -  

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:30 am - Deaconôs Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   12:00 pm -  Ushers Meeting, Guild Room 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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A weekly column 
by Sarah Shepley 

 

L ook around.  How much have things changed in six years, six 
months, or even six days?  Is the change 
subtle or life-altering?  No matter how 
drastically circumstances have shifted, 
God is doing amazing things in our lives.  
Even if it is not apparent, He is working 
within us.  Before we know it God will 
have transformed our lives to fulfill His 
plans for us; all we have to do is just wait 
and trust.  Therefore, letôs not lose hope 
in our future for God is surely doing 
wonderful things for us. 

 

Psalm 126:3 
The Lord has done great things for 

us, and we are filled with joy. 
 

Isaiah 43:19 
See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it 

springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am 
making a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland. 

À Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on Motherôs Day and continues through Sunday, June 21, Fatherôs Day. 
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry located at 13 Rose Street in 

Danbury, and ispart of the Jericho Partnership, that supports women during 
unplanned pregnancies.  They also have offices in Bridgeport and Stamford. 
It is a place that offers compassion and free services for those facing 

unplanned pregnancies.  Services include: Pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, 
resources and referrals for prenatal care.  They also offer relationship 
education programs in the local schools and abortion recovery care 
including counseling and Bible studies. 
Each client is offered a bible and an explanation of how God loves them 

and their unborn child and that He has a future and a hope for each one.  
They also offer material resources for those who chose to carry their babies to term.  This is 
a ñnewborn survival kitò containing diapers and clothing to get them off to a good start.  
They continue support of their clients with a monthly diaper program. 
St. Paulôs has supported Hopeline for many years through the annual ñChange for 

Changeò Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  Last year St Paul's contributed $1,700 plus to Hopeline.  
We will encourage people to write checks since, the change needs to be converted into a 
check.  Checks should be made out to St Paul's with Hopeline in memo line.  There are baby 
bottles at the back of the church and in Crocker Hall and we ask you to return them on 
Fatherôs Day. 
Taking part in the baby bottle campaign helps Hopeline to offer hope, give the good 

news of the Gospel to their clients, and provide material resources to those who have chosen 
life. 
For more information, contact: Joyce Sarver or Bonnie Wanzer. 
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À  Dorothy Day Ministry 
 

E very second Thursday of the month, itôs St. Paulôs turn to cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House 
in Danbury.  Please consider helping out in this vital ministry.  
Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.  

À  Triumph! 
by Steve Hemming 

 

ñOh, clap your hands all you people!  Shout to God with a voice of triumph!ò 
 Psalm 47:1 

 

T hese were the exact, first words that came out of my mouth last Saturday morning as I rolled out of bed around 3:15 am.  Because I was barely awake, what I spoke out 
loud was by no means premeditated; rather I believe these words were prophetically spoken 
by the Holy Spirit Himself over me, for what lied ahead today, as it was the 147th 
commencement of Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI), my place of work. 
My greatest responsibility at WPI during the year, is to oversee the sound and video 

support for all the ceremonies that are an integral part of commencement weekend.  This 
was my 14th commencement at the university, and this past week leading up to today was 
perhaps my most challenging to date.  Since the onset of Monday, there had been a myriad 
of changes, adjustments, and last minute requests.  And in general, my interactions with 
others who were involved were not optimal.  The enemyôs fiery darts that were coming from 

many different directions felt palpable. 
 By the time I left work late last Friday night, 
I was spiritually, emotionally, and physically 
depleted.  I had nothing left ñin the tank.ò  Yet, 
when I got home, just like each night prior this 
week, I got on my knees, confessed my sins, 
thanked the Lord for His provision and 
goodness, and lifted up all my coworkers, peers, 
and contractors who were involved with 
commencement, and prayed for their protection, 
wisdom, and strength, before I collapsed into 
bed. 
 As soon as the words of Psalm 47:1 pierced 
through my lips first thing Saturday morning, I 
felt invigorated and completely confident in the 

Lord that all would go well.  I am very pleased to report that everything pertaining to our 
commencement ran flawlessly.  In all my years of participation, this was the best ceremony 
to date.  This should come as no surprise for Godôs word in 2 Corinthians 2:14 tells us that 
He always leads us in triumph in Christ Jesus. 
As I look back on the week and all that transpired, regardless of how I felt at the end of 

each day, God gave me everything that I needed.  He was with me at all times and guided 
my steps through the maze of uncertainly and weariness that I felt with each passing day.  
My heart is full of gratitude for all the Lord did this day for the WPI graduates, all of my 
colleagues and me.  Surely, God is good and worthy of all our praise!  ñSing praises to God, 
sing praises!  Sing praises to our King, sing praises!ò  Psalm 47:7 

À Happy Birthday to You! 
 

Christian Williams, Ed Licence & Hannah Keating 

celebrate Friday!  Sunday is the big day for Karen Greeley.  
Jennifer Zambello, Dorothy Green & Natalie Falci will be 
opening presents on Monday.  Rob Janofsky opens presents on 
Tuesday.  Gail Winkley will be blowing out candles on 
Wednesday.   Have a blessed day everyone! 

 

Sunrise at WPI, May 16th, 2015 
 on its 147th Commencement 
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J esus said to his disciples: 
 
   "In this world you will have trouble.  

But take heart!  I 
have overcome the 
world." John 16:33 
www.persecution.com 

À  Transforming Stewardship 
 

ñThere are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are 
different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings 
but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.ò 

 - 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 
 

B y giving each of us different gifts, God made sure that the Church would have the right 
combination of time, talent and treasure that was 
needed to do His work.  However, if one of us 
does not utilize our gifts, Godôs plan goes 
unfulfilled.  Some important work is left undone. 

 

 

À  Ushers Meeting 
 

W e are having our Usher's Meeting on Sunday, May 31 after the 10:30 am service.  Fr. Joe plans to attend and lunch will 

be provided.  We encourage all of you to attend as we have many new 

greeters and this will serve as a "refresher" for those of who have 

served in this ministry for a while.  Contact Pam or David Szen for 

more info.   

Thank you all once again for serving as an Usher at St. Paul's. 

http://www.persecution.com/

