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Dear Friends,

O

ur Memorial Day outreach was an example of how we are moving beyond
the red door in order to reach out to the world with the power of the Gospel
of Christ. In addition to our usual Memorial Day outreach festivities on our front
lawn, this year we offered something new: a prayer tent where our prayer
servants were
available to pray for
those in need.

In this action, we as
the church served as
God's instruments of
love in welcoming the
stranger, being Christ's
compassion and
offering the only thing
we really have, the gift
of God's presence.

Our parish is
increasingly outwardly
focused, missionminded and ready for
new beginnings in
making disciples of all
nations. Jesus never
told the world to go to church; Jesus told the church to go to the world. As we
follow the Holy Spirit's leading, we are
the Body of Christ.
St. Paul’s Church
Faithfully,

174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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Memorial Day Outreach

Thank You!

A

huge thank you
to everyone who
helped out with the
Memorial Day
Outreach. The amount
of donations that came in
along with the support of
those who helped out
during the day made the
event a success. Thank
you for all you did to
help reach out to the
Brookfield community.
If you loaned a cooler or
canopy tent, please pick
it up from Crocker Hall
this week.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
May 31st

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

T

his Feast commemorates the visit of the Blessed Virgin to her
cousin Elizabeth, recorded in the Gospel according to Luke (1:39

–56).
Elizabeth, who was then carrying John the Baptist, greeted Mary with
the words, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb.” Mary broke into the song of praise and thanksgiving which
we call the Magnificat, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.”
In this scene, the unborn John the Baptist, the prophet who was to
prepare the way of the Lord, rejoices in the presence of him whose
coming he is later to herald publicly to all Israel, for the Gospel records
that when Mary’s greeting came to her kinswoman’s ears, the babe in
Elizabeth’s womb leaped for joy.

"I

t was the whole Trinity, which at the beginning of creation said, "Let us make
man". It was the whole Trinity again, which at the beginning of the Gospel seemed
to say, "Let us save man"."
- J.C. Ryle

† This Week at St. Paul’s

Click Below to
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Wed, May 27 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing
Thu, May 28 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
Sat, May 30 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Sun, May 31 Trinity Sunday - 1st Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
9:30 am - Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion
12:00 pm - Ushers Meeting, Guild Room
Mon, June 1 Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
- 10:00 am - Christian Caring, Tuck Room
7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Ray Ferro’s Home
Tue, June 2 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Wed, June 3 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing
Thu, June 4 - 7:00 pm - Building Committee, Upper Classroom
7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
Fri, June 5
- 5:00 pm - Women’s Retreat
Sat, June 6
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
9:30 am - Women’s Retreat
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
7:00 pm - Women of the Bible Presentation
Sun, June 7 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
9:30 am - Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion

† Ushers Meeting

W

e are having our Usher's Meeting this Sunday, May 31 after
the 10:30 am service. Fr. Joe plans to attend and lunch will
be provided. We encourage all of you to attend as we have many new
greeters and this will serve as a "refresher" for those of who have served
in this ministry for a while. Contact Pam or David Szen for more info.
Thank you all once again for serving as an Usher at St. Paul's.

† Transforming Stewardship
“The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit
that we are children of God, and if
children then heirs, heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ…”
- Romans 8:16-17

I

f we are heirs to the
kingdom of God, shouldn’t
we work to build up His kingdom?
Shouldn’t we be good stewards of our
inheritance, using our time, talent and
treasure to care for the Church that God
has left to us? Our Church is a treasured
heirloom from God. Do we treat it that way?

Sacristans for June are:
Lois Hunt, Patricia Jennings,
Jean Stauffer & Gail Winkley.

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I
have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† Transforming Saints of God
May 28th

John Calvin

Theologian, 1564
ohn Calvin was the premier theologian and leader of the Reformed wing
of the Protestant Reformation.
Calvin was born in France in 1509 and reared in a devout Roman Catholic
family. He excelled at his studies and by the age of 19 he had earned a master’s
degree. His father wanted him to study law, which he did for a time, but
Calvin’s own passions were theology, languages, rhetoric and the literary
sciences. Around 1534, he underwent a major conversion experience, left the
Roman Church, and devoted the rest of his life to the evangelical cause of the
Protestant Reformation.
Calvin’s greatest work is The Institutes of the Christian Religion, first
published in 1536, but repeatedly updated and revised until its final edition in
1559. Unlike Luther and Zwingli, whose theological writings were “situational” in the
sense of addressing particular conflicts, Calvin’s Institutes were a more systematic treatment
of the whole of Reformed evangelical theology. By taking up his reforming agenda fifteen
years after Luther and Zwingli, Calvin was able to write in a more reflective and considered
mode, beyond the crossfire and immediacy of the early years of the Reformation. Standard
themes in Reformed theology - the sovereignty of God, election and predestination, the true
nature of the Christian life, and the proper understanding of the authority of Scripture - even
now bear strong Calvinist qualities. The Institutes continue to be an accessible window into
the Reformed theology of the sixteenth century.
Calvin was also interested in theological principles controlling the civil state by
imposing moral discipline on the people. His efforts in Geneva to establish such a
theocratic moral code enjoyed periods of modest success but were met with resistance as
well. Positively, Calvin’s theocratic principles of public life led to the creation of hospitals,
care for the poor, orphans, widows and the infirm, provisions for better sanitation, and the
creation of new industries to employ the people. Calvin’s Geneva was also a safe haven for
John Knox and other Protestants of the Reformed tradition during times of unrest and exile.

J
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A

bout three years ago, working through the Episcopal Church in the Navajoland, I
began meeting with a small group of Navajo military veterans in Arizona and New
Mexico. Since then my work has evolved into a number of very positive relationships with
a much larger group of Navajo veterans. Many of the older veterans had Vietnam service,
while the younger vets had Cold War, Gulf War, Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom
service. Once in their midst, it is impossible for even the most detached stranger to overlook
the passion the Navajo vets have for their service to our country. I have experienced their
unmistakable conviction that military service was both an obligation and an honor.
During my second trip to be with the Navajo veterans, they took me to one of their most
esteemed locations: the veterans cemetery where the U.S. Marine Corps World War II
veterans known as “Code Talkers” are buried. Most of what I know about the
Code Talkers I learned from the 2002 movie “Windtalkers” which dramatized
their very significant contributions to the war effort. In 1942, 29 Navajo men
were recruited by the Marine Corps to serve as communicators in the Pacific
Theater. Their job was to use the “Din-e” (Navajo) language to create a
combat communications code that was unbreakable by the Japanese. Their
service as communicators has come to be recognized as having been one of
the important turning points in the Pacific for US forces.
With this in mind, I had the idea that I would be seeing a carefully cared
for national monument and cemetery. You know the type. So often on
Memorial Day we see and hear tributes to the sacrifices of veterans against
the background of Arlington National Cemetery. At all times Arlington is
stunning with its rows uniform white grave markers and deep green
manicured grass. I served on active duty for nearly 30 years and have seen
my share of veteran’s cemeteries. Hence, I thought I knew what to expect.
Did I ever get a shock when I arrived at the Navajo Veterans Cemetery!
Coming over a hill near Fort Defiance, Arizona, my first sight was an almost barren hill
dominated by numerous American flags. The closer we got, the more I realized that not
only were the flags of unequal size and quality, but also that many were significantly worn,
and some even tattered. Then I saw the white grave markers, perhaps the only thing in
common with an Arlington-like cemetery. Hardly any of them were aligned in rows. There
was no grass covering the ground. Most of the ground surface was barren sand or dirt, with
a smattering of gravel upon some of the graves. I was speechless. When we got to the area
of the cemetery where the code talkers were buried, I found the condition of the graves to be
only slightly better.
Though I could go into
much greater detail about the
condition of this veterans
cemetery, I think you get the
point. Is this any way for us to
recognize the sacrifices of
military members who risked
their lives in service to their
country? In a 2012 interview
the late Code Talker Chester
Nez, speaking about why he
became a Marine, said , “I had
no choice. The Japanese had
attacked my country. I had to
join the Marines and be a
(Continued on page 8)
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† Sunday School Celebration and Picnic

O

n Sunday, June 7th, the Sunday School will be celebrating the end of a successful
year with recognition of students and teachers during announcements during the
10:30 service and a church wide picnic following the service downstairs in Crocker Hall.
Hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks will be provided. All are welcome and we need your help
to supply the rest of the meal using the following guide:
Last Names A-G - Desserts
Last Names H-N - Fruit and Veggie Trays
Last Names O-Z - Side salads (pasta, macaroni, green, potato, etc.)
We are also looking for a few volunteers to help clean up following the celebration.
Please contact Heather Melody or Nicole O'Connors if you can help. We can't wait to
celebrate with all of you and thank you so much for your ongoing support.

† Happy Birthday to You!

G

eorge McKenna celebrates today! Friday is the big
day for Debbie Delaventura. Mike DeAnzeris &
Richard Schappach will be blowing out candles on Sunday.
Barbara Mullen will be expecting your card on Wednesday.
Have a blessed day everyone!

E

† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to
cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House
in Danbury. Please consider helping out in this vital ministry.
Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.

Men's Bible Study Monday Nights
Our study of the Book of Joshua meets on Monday nights in Crocker Hall, 7-8 pm. Past
sessions are available on our YouTube channel and each week is available on LiveStream.
This week, Monday June 1 at 7 pm, the Men’s Bible Study will enjoy a time of
fellowship at Ray Ferro’s home, 14 Weed Road, Bethel.
(Continued from page 7)

Code Talkers

warrior.” As a country we have an obligation to honor such a depth of commitment.
Above all else I am a person of faith who belongs to a community of faith. As such, I
believe that we have no choice but to honor such sacrificial service. A central theological
axiom by means of which I attempt to live is to acknowledge that because God blesses us,
and God does just that, we ought to use every opportunity to bless others by demonstrating
our thanks to those who serve us. With the Navajo Code Talkers, though we may have said
thanks to them and their survivors, we are far from any demonstration that
our thanks is genuine.
As people of God we are the divine agents of the one who created and
sustains us. This Memorial Day as we recognize the lasting contributions
of others such as the Navajo Code Talkers, I encourage you to find ways
to not only give thanks with your lips but also to demonstrate your thanks
from the heart of your being. I know for a fact that the Navajo veterans
are waiting to see how we will demonstrate our thanks and appreciation
for their ancestors and for them. Do something!
The Rt. Rev. James B. Magness
Bishop Suffragan for Armed Services and Federal Ministries
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J

oin us for a one-day “Becoming a Prayer Servant” training on June 13th from 9 - 5.
This class covers topics such as:
1. Biblical Guidance about Prayer.
2. Partnering with the Holy Spirit in prayer.
3. Preparation and the five step model of prayer for and with someone.
4. The Holy Spirit’s Gifts empower service and more.
Additionally, there will be a module on Street Team Ministry - Do’s and Don’ts (new as
we go out Beyond the Red Doors).
1. As we are continually called further and further Beyond the Red Doors, praying with
people is the simplest and most powerful way to come alongside someone and be the love of
Christ. All we need to do is be obedient - the outcome is not up to us but to Him.
2. All the Healing and Service ministries involve prayer and it will be a great
foundation for the congregation to have the Vestry trained as well.
3. This training will give you an amazing grounding in the power you have in the
Authority of Jesus, and truly allows you to be closer to Him as you serve Him in many
capacities: Prayer and Healing team, Stephen Ministry, Beyond the Red Door, Vestry,
Jericho, Youth Group, etc. And, you may have new ministries that you are called to, right
around the corner! The Prayer and Healing Team for example is actively looking for new
Prayer Servants that are being called to serve in the ministry.
4. This training is beneficial and will enrich your prayer life as you pray for yourself,
family, friends and neighbors!
The cost of the book is $18
and scholarships are available.
You may or may not know how
you will be called to use this
deepening of your skills, but He
certainly does.
Please do pray about this
training, and let me know by
Friday, May 29th if you will
attend. I will pray for each of
you by name that you hear
God’s direction. Whatever it is.
- Mary Perry

The earliest known
depiction of the
Trinity, Dogmatic
Sarcophagus, 350 AD
- Vatican Museums
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He knew God.
A Minister passing through his church
In the middle of the day,
Decided to pause by the altar
To see who come to pray.
Just then the back door opened,
And a man came down the aisle,
The minister frowned as he saw the man
Hadn't shaved in a while.
His shirt was torn and shabby,
And his coat was worn and frayed,
The man knelt down and bowed his head,
Then rose and walked away.

I stay only a moment
Because the factory's far away;
As I kneel here talking to the Lord,
This is kinda what I say:
'I JUST CAME BY TO TELL YOU, LORD,
HOW HAPPY I HAVE BEEN,
SINCE WE FOUND EACH OTHERS
FRIENDSHIP
AND YOU TOOK AWAY MY SIN.
DON'T KNOW MUCH OF HOW TO PRAY,
BUT I THINK ABOUT YOU EVERYDAY.
SO, JESUS, THIS IS BEN,
JUST CHECKING IN TODAY.'
The minister feeling foolish,
Told Ben that it was fine.
He told the man that he was welcome
To pray there anytime.
'It's time to go, and thanks,' Ben said
As he hurried to the door.
Then the minister knelt there at the altar,
Which he'd never done before.
His cold heart melted, warmed with love,
As he met with Jesus there.
As the tears flowed down his cheeks,
He repeated old Ben's prayer:
'I JUST CAME by TO TELL YOU, LORD,
HOW HAPPY I'VE BEEN,
SINCE WE FOUND EACH OTHERS
FRIENDSHIP
AND YOU TOOK AWAY MY SIN.
I DON'T KNOW MUCH OF HOW TO PRAY,
BUT I THINK ABOUT YOU EVERYDAY.
SO, JESUS, THIS IS ME,
JUST CHECKING IN TODAY.'

In the days that followed at precisely noon,
The preacher saw this chap,
Each time he knelt just for a moment,
A lunch pail in his lap.
Well, the minister's suspicions grew,
With robbery a main fear,
He decided to stop and ask the man,
'What are you doing here?'
The old man said he was a factory worker
And lunch was half an hour
Lunchtime was his prayer time,
For finding strength and power.
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Past noon one day, the minister noticed
That old Ben hadn't come.
As more days passed and still no Ben,
He began to worry some.
At the factory, he asked about him,
Learning he was ill.
The hospital staff was worried,
But he'd given them a thrill.
The week that Ben was with them,
Brought changes in the ward.
His smiles and joy contagious.

Holy Oil

He knew God.
Changed people were his reward.
The head nurse couldn't understand
Why Ben could be so glad,
When no flowers, calls or cards came,
Not a visitor he had.

He's been here all the while.'
Everyday at noon He comes here,
A dear friend of mine, you see,
He sits right down and takes my hand,
Leans over and says to me:

The minister stayed by his bed,
He voiced the nurse's concern:
No friends had come to show they cared.
He had nowhere to turn.
Looking surprised, old Ben spoke up
And with a winsome smile;
'The nurse is wrong, she couldn't know,

'I JUST CAME BY TO TELL YOU, BEN,
HOW HAPPY I HAVE BEEN,
SINCE WE FOUND THIS FRIENDSHIP,
AND I TOOK AWAY YOUR SIN .
I THINK ABOUT YOU ALWAYS
AND I LOVE TO HEAR YOU PRAY,
AND SO BEN, THIS IS JESUS,
JUST CHECKING IN TODAY .'

“F

or God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in
Him may not perish, but have eternal life.” If we believe
in Him, He will know that by the lives we live, and the
thanks we give for that (as the 1928 BCP says)
inestimable gift - and that’s what stewardship is all about!

† Can You Give Me A Lift?

H

earts to Hands Ministry is in the transportation business! We coordinate one-time
rides and ongoing transportation schedules for parishioners
in need. Would you consider joining our team, our database of
parishioners willing to help someone get to an appointment or a
therapy class? When a need arises, we will put out the date, time
and other details of the situation to our database of drivers to
see who is available to provide coverage. Please contact
Nicole O'Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com if you are willing
to help. Thank you!
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† Scholarly Speaking
Anglican History

O

n Tuesday of this week we remembered Augustine of Canterbury, and on
Wednesday Queen Bertha and King Ethelbert (Æthelberht) of Kent. It was the
former, or course, who led the mission sent by Pope Gregory to the English, and the latter
couple that received them when they arrived at Canterbury in 597.
It should be remembered that Christianity came early to Britain - William Blake’s
famous poem/hymn Jerusalem recalls an early, improbable but not impossible, tradition that
Christ himself had come to England as a boy.* It is certainly true that
there were Christian churches in Britain in Roman times, but the
departure of the Roman armies followed by the arrival of pagan
Anglo-Saxon invaders pushed these early Christian communities into
the ‘Celtic Fringe’ of Cornwall, Wales, and Scotland and even there
they were but a remnant. Ireland, however, had been evangelized by
Patrick and other earlier British missionaries, and in the mid-sixth
century Columba and other Irish
missionaries began the evangelization of
Scotland and Northern England.
Thus when Augustine arrived it was
to a pagan territory, but one where the
Christian religion was not unknown. In fact Bertha, a French
princess and the great-granddaughter of Clovis, the first
Christian king of France, was a Christian princess who came
with her own chaplain and a clear understanding that she
would continue to practice her faith. She had already repaired
an old Roman church, which still stands today, and dedicated
it to St. Martin. One story† describes their meeting something
like this:
Augustine. I have come in peace, to bring Christianity to the English.
Ethelbert. Welcome and good luck.
Bertha. How lovely. Won’t you join me in my chapel for Evensong?
The new mission actually made good progress. Not only
was Ethelbert soon baptized, but he quickly persuaded two of
the neighboring kings‡ to accept baptism also. After four years
Augustine was given the title of Archbishop§ and directed to
consecrate several additional bishops.
A major difficulty arose, however, when Augustine began
interacting with the (mostly northern) native British church and
its bishops. An old tradition tells us that as a group of these
bishops came to meet with Augustine they were advised that if
Augustine stood to greet them as equals they should accept him
as their archbishop, but if he treated them as inferiors by
remaining seated they should reject his authority. He sat, they
left♦ and it took another sixty years to begin to unify the two
churches.

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

* It is historical fact that England was a major source of tin for the making of bronze in the Mediterranean world
– the rest of the story assumes that Joseph of Arimathea was involved in this trade, was related to Jesus, and took
him along on one or more of his voyages.
† I heard this many years ago from the late
o you have a question you
Fr. Julian Gunn of the Order of the Holy
would like answered by our Cross.
‡ It was only in 959 that England became a
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
single kingdom; previously it comprised
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
seven separate kingdoms
historical or other inquiries to:
§ Although the records are not entirely
clear, Pope Gregory apparently arranged for
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
him to be deconsecrated bishop on his way to
England.

D
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† Parish Social Committee
Cookout in January!!
Mardi Gras on Shrove Tuesday!!
Parish Picnic in July!!
Homecoming Sunday in September!!
Progressive Dinner in the Fall!!
Join us in planning for Fellowship & Fun.

A meeting will be scheduled soon.
Watch Sword Points for
details. In the
meantime, feel free
to reach out to
Pat Jennings,
Ron Switzer or
Pam Szen if
interested in being
a part of what will
surely be a great time in
planning our Parish Social activities.

† Seven Things You Can Say to a New
Face at Church
(This has been making the rounds on the internet and it is worth
sharing here.)

1) “Thank you for being here.” It’s just that basic.
Numerous church guests who returned because they were simply told “thank you.”
2) “Let me help you with that.” If you see someone struggling with umbrellas, young
children, diaper bags, purses, and other items, a gesture to hold something for them is a
huge positive. Of course, this comment is appropriate for member to member as well.
3) “Please take my seat.” Have some compassion on a young family who is trying to find a
place to sit together and offer yours.
4) “Here is my email address. Please let me know if I can help in any way.” Of course,
this comment must be used with discretion, but it can be a hugely positive message to a
guest.
5) “Can I show you where you need to go?” Guests will not know where to find the
nursery, restrooms, class rooms and parish hall. You can usually tell when a guest does not
know where he or she is to go. Don’t just point them in the right direction, take them there.
6) “Let me introduce you to ___________.” The return rate of
guests is always higher if they meet other people. Take the
opportunity to introduce the guest to the rector, other church staff,
and other members of the church.
7) “Would you join us for breakfast or lunch?” The situation must
obviously be appropriate before you offer the invitation. This
approach might have the highest guest return rate of any one factor.
What if you sought to invite different guests or parishioners you
don’t know well several times a year? The burden would not be
great; but the impact would be huge.

Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing
nametags were to them in assimilating into the congregation. Please
continue to be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers and guests
by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.
And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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M

any churches have
some sort of Trinity
themed window. Robert Fertitta
gives us this huge creation from
the back wall of Trinity - St.
Michael Church in Fairfield. You
can zoom in for closeups.

"All sorts of people are fond of repeating the Christian statement that
"God is love." But they seem not to notice that the words 'God is love' have
no real meaning unless God contains at least two persons. Love is
something that one person has for another person. If God was a single
person, then before the world was made, He was not love."
- C.S. Lewis
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!
Sing Praise to Our Creator
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Holy Father, Great Creator

Holy Father, Great Creator

T

his “Hymn to the God of Christians,” by Alexander Viets Griswold, was first
published in his Prayers Adapted to Various Occasions of Social Worship in 1835.
Griswold (1766-1843) only bishop of New England’s Eastern Diocese, was born in
Simsbury, Connecticut, April 22, 1766. The first ten years of his life were spent on his
father’s farm, after which he was taken into the home of his uncle, rector of Simsbury
parish. By diligent application he achieved distinction in law. Studying for Holy Orders, he
was ordained deacon in 1795 and advanced to the priesthood the same year, the lst man to
be ordained by Bishop Seabury.
Until 1804, he served in churches of Litchfield County. From 1804 to 1830, he was
rector at Bristol, Rhode Island, and from 1830 to 1835 at Salem, Massachusetts. He is said
to have recreated the Episcopal Church in New England
outside of Connecticut, and in 1811 he was elected the
first and only bishop of the Eastern Diocese, comprising
all of New England except Connecticut. That same year
he received the D.D. degree from both Princeton and
Brown universities. Although consecrated in 1811, it was
not until 1835 that he devoted himself entirely to his
episcopal duties. By right of seniority he served as
Presiding Bishop from 1836 until 1843. An old
Congregationalist said of him, “He is the best
representative of an apostle that I have ever seen,
particularly because he doesn’t know it.” He dropped
dead in Boston on February 15, 1843, at the doorstep of
Manton Eastburn, who had just been elected bishop
coadjutor of Massachusetts.

† Start Spreading the News!

“N

o worldly pursuit compares to the joy of experiencing
the change of one soul from death to life.”
- Dillon Burroughs

Join us for a wonderful weekend at Camp Washington at the St. Paul's Women's Retreat.
Anita Gutschick, an actress, will portray Women of the Bible.
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† Strawberry Rhubarb Pie
Directions:
Preheat oven to 425° degrees F
Cut up Strawberries and Rhubarb into small pieces.
Ingredients:
Mix together Sugar and Flour.
2 pie crusts for 9-inch pie
Put 1 cup of Strawberries and 1 cup of Rhubarb in the pie crust.
2 cups of Strawberries
Top with half the sugar/flour mixture.
2 cups of Rhubarb
Put the rest of the strawberries and rhubarb in the piece crust.
1 1/3 cup Sugar
Top with the rest of the sugar/flour mixture.
1/3 cup All Purpose Flour
Cut up butter into small pieces and layer on top.
2 T. butter
Put top of pie crust on and cut slices in the middle.
Sugar
Sprinkle with sugar.
Put tin foil around the edge of the pie to prevent crust from burning
Cook for 35
minutes (put a
cookie sheet under
the rack to catch
any drippings)
Remove Tin foil
from outside of
crust and continue
to cook for an
additional 10-15
minutes or until
crust is golden
brown
Click here to
submit your
favorite recipe.

The St. Paul’s Wellness Ministry Announces a New Fitness Class Starting!

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday evenings 7 – 9 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church
Starting June 9th

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are
you looking for a way to help maintain what you
have already built? If so, please join us for Saint
Paul's first Boot Camp class! All fitness levels &
adult ages (18 & up) are welcome. Bring a friend if
you would like!
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied to keep your body
guessing, and to provide you with a varied, challenging workout at YOUR fitness
level. Increase your strength, flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, balance &
agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Sign ups required for planning purposes. Questions? Contact Mary Perry
(maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com /
704-609-6502).
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† This Sunday’s Readings
A Threefold Paradox
Isaiah 6:1-8
ur first reading is Isaiah’s vision of the Lord and his prophetic commission. The
earthly temple become an icon for the temple in heaven.
Isaiah is purged of his guilt and sin and responds to the Lord’s call.
The church hears in the thrice-holy song of the seraphim an anticipation
John 3:1-17
of its praise of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Being born anew / from
Psalm 29
The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a mighty
above is a huge
thunderstorm.
Romans 8:12-17
transformation, since it means
In this lesson we hear that if we follow our lower nature, we are
enslaved and destined to death, but when we are moved by God’s
quite literally starting over
Spirit, we become God’s children and heirs with Christ. The Spirit
makes this experience possible by prompting our lips to call upon God
with a new "family of origin.'"...
as Father with the Aramaic word (Abba) that Jesus used. This new
It relocates our identity and
relationship means that we are no longer required to be led by baser
instincts. Our heritage is life, while we must also learn to share in
resets possibilities for our
Christ’s sufferings.
John 3:1-17
character and life choices /
In our gospel story Nicodemus is a figure used by the evangelist to
represent a type of person who wants to believe but has difficultly
opportunities.
understanding spiritual realities. Jesus tells him that no one can enter
the kingdom of God unless he is born anew through water and the
Spirit. The inner meaning of the passage partly turns on the fact that “born anew” can also
be understood as “born from on high,” and that the same Greek word means both wind and
spirit. Jesus then tells Nicodemus of the Son of Man come down from heaven who will be
lifted up, both on the cross to die for the world and to return to heaven in glory.

O

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

L

et the Word Go Forth. Be Like Jesus &
the Holy Spirit To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..St. John’s, New Milford; Grace Church, Newington; Trinity, Newtown; St. John’s,
Niantic.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Students of all ages who are graduating.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Lorraine Estok, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of France; the people of Mongolia; and our sister and
brother members of Presbyterian Church of India.
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of
advancing ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the
world to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..the victims of the earthquake in Nepal and the on-going relief efforts.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Comoros, that God will open doors to the gospel in this country where evangelism is
forbidden.
…..St. Thomas Church (Bethel) Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of June.
…..Good Samaritan Mission, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, a broad-based
Gospel Rescue Mission ministry that provides overnight shelter for homeless men, case
work, and compassionate care. Its programs include counseling, Christ-centered twelvesteps, employability education, transitional living residences, meal service for the homeless,
and Bible study.
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get
movement in his left leg and arm.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages of Parkinson's. Please pray for
healing and relief from pain.
…..Liam, age 4, recovery from recent surgery, for miracle healing and strength.
…..Regina, recovery from esophagus surgery; for her & her family’s strength and love.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
St. Patrick explains the
doctrine of the Trinity, or at
least he tries
too!
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† Who will speak for me, when I can’t speak for myself

F

lora, who is 70 years old, has three grown children; Sarah, who is 45, Steven, who is
40, and Carol, who is 35. Flora has been married to John for fifty years and has a
wonderful marriage. Flora is a very lively person who is always getting involved with
volunteer positions. Both Flora and John have never had secrets from each other. She has
also been close with her three children. The children make sure they talk with their parents
at least once a week.
She has taken care of her husband John, making sure he got to his law office on time;
then made sure the house was cleaned. Both John and Flora put their three children through
college. Sarah became a teacher, Steve became a dentist, and Carol became a teacher. All
three children are leading their own lives.
Flora went to her annual physical and the doctor told her that she has high blood
pressure. The doctor ordered an echocardiogram and a stress test. The echo found plaque
around the heart and a heart murmur. She had trouble on the treadmill when taking the
stress test.
Flora came home and told John what the doctor said and she also called her children.
She told everyone that the doctor put her on medication to bring down her blood pressure.
Flora got up one night and could not walk due to not feeling her left side. She fell on the
floor. John got up and noticed the corner of her mouth drooped. He called 911 and got
Flora to the hospital. Because of the plaque around the heart, a piece broke off and went to
her brain so the medicine that they give for strokes could not work on Flora. She was
permanently paralyzed on one side and she lost the ability to speak. The doctor spoke with
the family and told them what had happened to their mom and wife. Flora will be like this
for the rest of her life.
The whole family sat down and talked about what Flora wanted to be done. John said,
“All we have is our wills, but we never talked about if something like this happened; what
would we do?” Sarah said, “All I have is a will and nothing else.” Steve, being a dentist,
and having a heavy patient load, did not have time to sit down with his mom and dad about
what they wanted to be done if they could not voice their wants. Carol said, “I was able to
make out a will, and get an advanced directive, but my teaching has kept me busy, so did
not have time to come and talk with mom and dad.
Can you see yourself in this scenario? How is it that we go to the doctor for our
checkups and this issue of advanced directive never comes up? Can you imagine that your
family cannot figure out what you want because you never put it down in writing? How
about the court system coming in and making the decision for you as to
what to do with your loved one.
Advanced directives are legal papers that tell your intentions to doctors
and loved ones what you want done at the end of your life or if you are
incapable of taking care of yourself. Some of the questions are:
Do you want comfort measures?
Do you want to be resuscitated?
Do you want a feeding tube?
Are you an organ donor?
Do you want just water given you?
All these questions need to be addressed. Because our culture does not celebrate death,
many issues are not talked about. We need to have open discussions on end of life and if
you cannot take care of yourself. Doctors, lawyers, ministers and churches need to talk
about this to their clients, patients, and congregants.
If nothing is done who will speak for me when I can’t speak for myself.
For information:
End of life planning
www.caring.com/end-of-life-planning
Beginning the conversation
www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving-resource-center
Religion, Spirituality and end of life care
www.endoflifenorthwestern.edu/eok_religion
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June Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

June 21st

June 7th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Erinn O’Hara
Lector: 1 Samuel 8:4-20, 11:14-15 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Lois Hunt
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 138 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Denise McCormack / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: 1 Samuel 8:4-20, 11:14-15 Ray Ferro
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Psalm 138 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Patricia Jennings
Acolyte: Sarah Shepley
Lector: 1 Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49
John Tuthill
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 9:9-20 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Denise McCormack / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: 1 Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49
Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 9:9-20 2 Corinthians 6:1-13

June 14th

June 28th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolytes: Audry & Jack Powell
Lector: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Pam Szen
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 20 2 Corinthians 5:6-17

8:00 AM
Welcoming: John & Joyce Sarver
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Mike Kirner
Psalm 130 2 Corinthians 8:7-15

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Denise McCormack / Dot Crocker
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 Rose Barrett
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 20 2 Corinthians 5:6-17

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & David Williams
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 Connie Williams
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 130 2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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June 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

6

1

2

3

4

5

10:00 am Christian
Caring

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion I
& Healing

7:00 pm Building
Committee

5:00 pm Women’s

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

7:30 pm Music Night

2 Pentecost

Women’s Retreat
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Deacon’s Forum
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
12:00 pm Sunday School
Celebration & Picnic

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Deacon’s Forum
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

21 4 Pentecost
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Deacon’s Forum
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

28 5 Pentecost
Healing Sunday
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Deacon’s Forum
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

22

9:30 am Women’s
Retreat

7:00 pm Women of
Bible Presentation

8

9

10

11

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion I
& Healing

1:00 pm Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:00 pm Boot Camp
Class

6:00 pm Memorial
Garden Committee
7:00 pm Staff Meeting

12

9:00 am Prayer Servant
Training Day

7:30 pm Property
Committee

10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

7:30 pm Music Night

11:00 am House of
Prayer

15

16

17

18

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

7:00 pm Healing Team

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

7:00 pm Boot Camp
Class

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

22

23

24

25

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

7:30 pm Music Night

7:00 pm Boot Camp
Class

13
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

14 3 Pentecost

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

11:00 am House of
Prayer

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

7

Retreat

19

20
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

9:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am House of
Prayer

26

27

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
9:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters
11:00 am House of
Prayer

29

30

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study
7:00 pm Boot Camp
Class

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

T

here’s been a great deal of
talk about “Beyond the Red
Door” lately, but during our Memorial
Day Outreach, at least one young boy
was curious to find out was inside the
red door.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

S

ue Balla, Chris Barrett, Dorothy
Crocker, Laurie DoBosh, Carol
Ferro, Robert Fertitta, Steve Hemming,
Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Heather
Melody, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Joe
Shepley,
Joseph
Shepley,
Sarah
Shepley, Tara
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen,
Beth Trott &
Bonnie
Wanzer.
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