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† How I Spent My First Birthday
by Sir Arthur

(203) 775-9587
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7:00 am - Released from my crate, I get a very special
breakfast of canned chicken (with bones in it!). Why such a
treat? Oh, it is my birthday!
8:30 am - Hooray! The black Jeep just opened, and I'm
invited into my back seat hammock with the words, "Let's go
to church, Arthur." This means I'm working today! Off we
go, and I can't believe my eyes: there is a special, long-lastingtype treat to eat on the way to St. Paul's. Some might say I'm pampered. But hey, I'm a
working dog, right?
9:00 am - I am left in the car as we arrive at church. What? Hey, what's up with this?
Oh, that explains the treat perhaps; trying to buy me off, eh? Apparently my master has a
closed door administration meeting. Fortunately, I'm easily bought off.
10:00 am - I'm released! Into church I bound, greet the staff and then settle into my
office while providing therapy to appointments with the Rector.
1:00 pm - We visit shut-ins in Bethel, and then Sherman. There we anoint with Holy
Oil, give Holy Communion and pray with parishioners. I give out my prayer cards as part of
my official therapy mission. I'm off leash, another treat
for my birthday. I'm doing well, but suddenly, 'doggone
it,' I just can't help myself: I slink away and quietly fish
out of the laundry room a sock, then head under a dining
room table to investigate my new discovery. But before
I make my escape I hear, "Leave it," from an all too
familiar voice. Ok, ok. I drop it. My master spends the
rest of the visit with his hand on my collar. I'm in the
penalty box on my birthday.
3:00 pm - Back to church for more appointments. I rest
my head next to one grieving person for a full hour. I
get a scalp massage in return. They call this work?
5:30 pm - Time to head home, but first I feel led to
roam the church meadow. I'm off leash again. Second
chances are part of the Christian faith I've come to
understand. Squirrel! Squirrel! I tear after it, mud and
grass flying beneath me, but up a tree it scurries. So
close, yet so far. How do you catch these things
anyway? I'm only a year; there is yet time to figure out
a strategy.
6:00 pm - Arriving home, my fellow poodles greet my
descent from the Jeep with howling, jumping and
spinning. I was missed by my non-working friends of
leisure. We go inside. "Treats for everyone for Arthur's
big day," we hear. I'm a hero. Too bad birthdays only
happen once per year!

† Loving Care Revealed
"I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.”

(Psalm 139:14).

Dear Friends,

A

human cell measuring 1/1000 of an inch in diameter contains instructions within its
DNA that would fill 1000 books of 600 pages each. Each individual has their own
unique set of fingerprints, and no two people, among billions,
look exactly alike.
God the Creator (Father) reveals loving care over us in how we
are made. God the Redeemer (Son) reveals loving care over us
in how we are saved. God the Sustainer (Holy Spirit) reveals
loving care over us in how we are continually carried by faith.
Know your worth. We were bought with a price, and so we in
turn glorify God with every fiber of our being. To live a life of
worship is to celebrate the immeasurable goodness of our
loving God who declares that we matter.
Faithfully,

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, June 4

Click Below to
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- 7:00 pm
7:30 pm
Fri, June 5
- 5:00 pm
Sat, June 6
- 7:30 am
9:30 am
11:00 am
7:00 pm
Sun, June 7 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
Mon, June 8 - 7:00 pm
Tue, June 9 - 9:15 am
7:00 pm
Wed, June 10 - 10:00 am
Thu, June 11 - 1:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, Jun 13
- 7:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, June 14 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am

-

Building Committee, Upper Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Women’s Retreat
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Women’s Retreat
House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Women of the Bible Presentation

2nd Sunday after Pentecost
-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room
Contemporary Holy Communion
Church School Celebration / Picnic
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion I & Healing
St. Barnabas, Apostle
Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Property Committee, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

3rd Sunday after Pentecost
- Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
- Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room
- Contemporary Holy Communion

A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

D

o you ever feel like you are the only one who leads a godly lifestyle? The only one
who holds to your convictions? Take heart, because other Christians and Godfollowers are around. Often we believers fall for the lie that we are isolated and alone; we
become tentative to openly reveal our faith. However, when we take the initiative to speak
up, chances are someone else will then speak up, too. The truth is that God provides us
with a community so we don't have to feel alone in this world. It starts with The Father,
The Son, and The Holy Spirit and then expands
to countless others. If we don't allow others to
see Christ in us, we stand little chance of
experiencing the transformed world we are all
living for. We each have a role to play, a voice
to speak, and an action to execute. Let us
encourage one another to build the community
of Christ, even in the most unlikely of places!
1 Kings 19:18
Yet I will preserve 7,000 others in Israel
who have never bowed down to Baal or kissed
him.
Matthew 18:20
For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst of
them.

C

ongratulations to Ben on his First Communion. He worked so hard this month for
this special day. In all of the memorization, he also understands meaning. Also, he
prefers the NKJ version of John 3:16.

† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign

T

he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on
Mother’s Day and continues through Sunday,
June 21, Father’s Day.
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry located at 13
Rose Street in Danbury, and ispart of the Jericho
Partnership, that supports women during unplanned
pregnancies. St. Paul’s has supported Hopeline for
many years through the annual “Change for Change”
Baby Bottle Fundraiser. Last year St Paul's
contributed $1,700 plus to
Hopeline. We will encourage
people to write checks since,
the change needs to be
converted into a check. Checks
should be made out to St Paul's
with Hopeline in memo line.
There are baby bottles at the
back of the church and in
Crocker Hall and we ask you to
return them on Father’s Day.
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T

his week we begin our final fundraiser for our summer mission trip.
During coffee hour for the next three weeks you have the opportunity
to Sponsor Our Own! Seven students going on this years trip are looking for
four sponsors to commit to praying for them leading up to and throughout the
trip, writing a note of encouragement for them during the trip, and assist
financially with the trip costs. This week we’d like to introduce the first two
students who can be sponsored. Come see the full group at coffee hour this
week!

H

ello, my name is Connor James Richardson. I am
14 years old and I am in 9th grade at Shepaug
Valley School. I enjoy playing the drums and bass
guitar, along with running track.
I started going to St. Paul’s in November 2013 and have
been involved in the Youth Group program there since
September of last year.
I am looking forward to helping others, making new
friends, and having an all-around good time during my
time on the mission trip! I hope to get closer to God on
this trip and also find myself working in a state of cheerful service towards
others.

H

i, my name is Rachel Melody. I'm 16 years old and a
sophomore at Danbury high school. I like to do sports in my
free time. I play soccer and run on the track team. I also enjoy being
outside and keeping busy. I have been attending St. Paul's since
birth. I was baptized, had my first Holy Communion, and was
confirmed at St. Paul's. I take part in the youth group, I teach
Sunday school to 3-7 year olds, and acolyte.
What was fun about last years mission trip was meeting new people
and taking part in the community projects. You end up having to
spend a week with these people so it's nice to get to know them only
because it makes the projects that you do for the community more
enjoyable. What I am looking forward to most on the mission trip is kids club. It's a program
YouthWorks works with. Kids club allows parents who have to work in the summer send the
kids to a summer camp where they learn about God. Even though we are only there for a week
we still end up making strong connections with the kids and end up touching their heart with
Jesus. What I am hoping on getting out of this years mission trip is of course some new
friends, but a stronger faith/connection with God. I hope being around people who believe in
what I believe will help me get a better understanding and help me reach out and serve the
community there but end up bringing that faith back to help my own community.
4

† Transforming Saints of God
June 4th

John XXIII

(Angelo Guiseppe Roncalli)
Bishop of Rome, 1964

“G

ood Pope John” changed the landscape of twentieth
century Christianity.
Born in Northern Italy in 1881, Angelo Roncalli was trained
in Roman Catholic schools from an early age. After military
service, Roncalli was ordained a priest in 1904. His passion for
social justice for working people and for the poor was formed early
and remained an important commitment of his ministry.
Roncalli often received complicated assignments. He was made
an archbishop in 1925 and sent as the papal envoy to Bulgaria where
he was responsible for reducing the tensions between Eastern Rite
and Latin Rite Catholics during a difficult period.
Some years later, he was the papal representative to Greece and
Turkey when anti-religious sentiments were running high. His leadership in Turkey
anticipated on a local scale some of the developments of later decades on a universal scale:
putting the liturgy and the official documents of the church in the language of the people,
and opening conversations with the Eastern Orthodox and those of other faiths. Near the
end of the Second World War, he was made the papal nuncio to Paris with the task of trying
to heal the divisions caused by the war. In 1953, at the age of 72, he was made a cardinal
and appointed patriarch of Venice, the first time he had ever been the bishop ordinary of a
diocese.
In 1958, Cardinal Roncalli was elected Pope and took the name John XXIII. After the
long pontificate of Pius XII, it was widely assumed that John XXIII would be a brief
“placeholder” pope of minor consequence. During the first year of his pontificate, he called
the Second Vatican Council for the purpose of renewing and revitalizing the church. The
work of the Council transformed the church of the twentieth century, not only for Roman
Catholics, but for all Christians. With its emphasis on liturgical renewal, ecumenism, world
peace, and social justice, the legacy of the Council continues to inspire the mission of the
church among Christians of all traditions.

“O

God, from whom all good proceeds...” If,
therefore, all the good in our lives comes from
God, how can we best be grateful and thankful for our many
blessings? Perhaps the Holy Habits of prayer, scripture study,
active participation in our parish community, care for others,
and generous giving can help us reflect that “good-ness” to
others.

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I
have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† Reclaiming His Peace

by Steve Hemming

“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:7

I

lost it. I was furious. Last week, we spent several hours setting-up and testing a lot
of technology in support of our university president’s keynote address to our alumni
that was to take place the next morning, as part of WPI’s Reunion Weekend. In addition to
speaking to a large in-house audience, President Laurie Leshin’s presentation was going to
be live-streamed via the Internet all around the world. We were all set…., until I received a
call around 6 pm that the custodial staff had ripped-up our cables in order to add more
sections of staging.
Prior to that day, I was never outwardly demonstrative of my anger at work. However,
when I went over to the venue to assess the damage, I blew my top! It was much worse than
I had imagined. Cables were strewn all over, and all the
equipment that was carefully situated in the podium now lay in a
tangled pile of mishmash. And because my team had already left
for the day, I could not determine whether or not the equipment
would work until early on the morning of the event.
I was livid and extremely close to calling and blasting the
custodial supervisor, the one who made the unwise decision to
add staging without any regard to our set-up. Purely by the grace
of God, I did not place the call, for the Lord recalled to mind that
while in certain circumstances it is acceptable to be angry, we are
not to sin, nor are we to give place to the devil (Ephesians 4:2627). Also, He gave me wisdom to understand that had I
unleashed my fury on the supervisor and then found out
afterwards that everything worked fine; my witness for Him
would be severely tarnished. Heeding His guidance, I did not
contact the person in charge.
I lost it. As a consequence of my anger, I lost my peace. The
first thing I did when I got home late that night, was seek the
Lord. I confessed my anger and then sincerely forgave the supervisor for his careless
decision. As I knelt silently before God, He gently told me that I had taken my gaze off of
Him. I needed to redirect my thoughts back on Him, for Isaiah 26:3 tells us, “You will keep
Him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because He trusts in You.” So, with His
encouragement, I fixed my eyes back on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith
(Hebrews 12:2).
Also, because I wasn’t certain the equipment we had so painstakingly and
elaborately set-up would still work, I was anxious. The Apostle Paul writes
in Philippians 4:6 that we are to be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let our requests be made know to
God. And when we’ve submit this prayer of faith, His peace will guard our
hearts and minds (v. 7). I prayed as directed in the Philippians
passage, and asked God to repair the damage and make
everything work. I thanked Him for receiving my
humble and prayerful request and slept peacefully.
To cut to the chase, nothing was damaged; all of the
equipment ran flawlessly for the event. It was a huge success.
All praise and glory to God! As President Leshin gave her
“State of the Institute” address, I felt God’s peace, and
was reminded that “all things work together for good
to those who love God, to those who are called
according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28)
“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as this world gives do I
give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27
6

† Attention All Parents!

S

unday school will be offered all summer.
Volunteers are needed for nursery, music
and other fun options. We will be focusing on The Attributes of God.
Please contact Tara Shepley at Tbshepley@gmail.com.

† Have an Evangelist's Heart?

† Fathers’ Day Memorials

inister Bob Cutting and Lynne
Donnelly are opening "The Church
At the Flea Market" to tell people about
Jesus. They are working closely with our
Prayer Team and Beyond the Red Door
groups. Contact them if you would
like to help. The effort is taking
place this Sunday, and the first
Sunday of each month at the
Elephants Trunk Flea Market
in New Milford. You may want
to visit them after Church. Information
is available at: www.bobcutting.com or call
Bob at 203 778-2672.

nyone wishing to have flowers on
the altar in loving memory of a
father on Fathers’ Day,
June 21,
please make your check
payable to Saint Paul's
Church and include the
name(s) to be
remembered. All
memorials are due by
Sunday, June 14.
Each gentleman
attending worship on
Fathers’ Day will
receive a boutonniere.

M

E

A

† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to
cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House
in Danbury. Please consider helping out in this vital ministry.
Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.
WANTED: Do you have a
digital camera, digital video
camera or other computer
equipment that you no
longer use or need. How
about some wooden
alphabet blocks. Or some
random Scrabble letters?
Consider donating them to
St. Paul’s for our Sword Points staff
and media department. Contact the
office or email us here.

† Can You Give Me A Lift?

H

earts to Hands Ministry is in the transportation business! We
coordinate one-time rides and ongoing transportation
schedules for parishioners in need. Would you consider joining our
team, our database of parishioners willing to help someone get to an
appointment or a therapy class? When a need arises, we will put
out the date, time and other details of the situation to our
database of drivers to see who is available to provide coverage.
Please contact Nicole O'Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com if
you are willing to help. Thank you!
7

† Scholarly Speaking
Some Thoughts on Silent Prayer

Y

esterday we observed the Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(normally falling on May 31 but displaced by Trinity Sunday). One of the readings
– the first Lesson at Morning Prayer – is I Samuel 1:1-20, which includes the account of
Hannah’s prayer for the gift of a son:
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented
herself before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the
doorpost of the temple of the Lord. She was deeply distressed and prayed to
the Lord, and wept bitterly. She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you
will look on the misery of your servant, and remember me, and not forget
your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him
before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine
nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.”
As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.
Hannah was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not
heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. So Eli said to her, “How long
will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.” But
Hannah answered, “‘No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have
drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul
before the Lord. Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have
been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”’ Then Eli
answered, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to
him.” And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the
woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her
countenance was sad no longer.
Interestingly, this is the only instance I can find anywhere in Scripture of anyone praying
silently – and even then she did move her lips – and for her pains she was accused of being
drunk. It is noteworthy that when she explained herself to Eli he joined his own prayer to
hers, and the prayer was granted.
It would seem in fact that the ability to frame a thought or prayer, or even read one,
without verbalizing it was a rare ability.* In contrast to that historical pattern, we often
speak today of periods of silent prayer as a more-or-less public observance. Even in our
liturgical worship it is becoming common to set aside times for quiet reflection, particularly
after Scripture readings. Individual silent prayer in the form of meditation or contemplation,
can be found in early monastic practice, and probably even earlier in Hinduism, Buddhism,
and other Eastern religions, but usually with some form of internal (and
not always completely silent) vocalization, often in the form of a
repeated one or two word mantra.
In Roman Catholic formal worship (and most Anglicans follow the
same rule, if not quite so rigidly), however, it is expected that every
word will be vocalized, even if (in some cases) only the speaker can
hear it.† I know more than one or two priests (both Anglican and
Roman) who have responded to complaints from the congregation that
they could not be heard with the simple statement, “I wasn’t talking to
you.”

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

The first recorded instance of anyone reading (and this would probably apply to
praying also) without moving the lips comes
some 1500 years later with Ambrose of
o you have a question you
would like answered by our Milan.
† The rules for this were spelled out in
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
some detail in the older Service Books, since
Vatican II there has been some relaxation
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
(particularly in not requiring the priest to say
historical or other inquiries to:
quietly what other ministers say or sing
aloud) but the general rule that someone
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
should actually say each word still applies.

D
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† Happy Birthday to You!

J

ohn Stauffer celebrates today! Friday is the big day for Thomas
Franklin. Pamela Mannion will be opening presents on Saturday.
Al Chaleski will be blowing out candles on Sunday. Joan Stein will
be another year older and wiser on Tuesday. Austin Williams will be
expecting your card on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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† Sunday School Celebration and Picnic

T

his Sunday, June 7th, the Sunday School will be celebrating the end of a successful
year with recognition of students and teachers during announcements during the
10:30 service and a church wide picnic following the service downstairs in Crocker Hall.
Hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks will be provided. All are welcome and we need your help
to supply the rest of the meal using the following guide:
Last Names A-G - Desserts
Last Names H-N - Fruit and Veggie Trays
Last Names O-Z - Side salads (pasta, macaroni, green, potato, etc.)
We are also looking for a few volunteers to help clean up following the celebration.
Please contact Heather Melody or Nicole O'Connors if you can help. We can't wait to
celebrate with all of you and thank you so much for your ongoing support.

† Transforming Stewardship
“The Spirit itself bears witness with our
spirit that we are children of God, and if
children then heirs, heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ…”
- Romans 8:16-17

I

f we are heirs to the kingdom of God,
shouldn’t we work to build up His
kingdom? Shouldn’t we be good stewards of
our inheritance, using our time, talent and
treasure to care for the Church that God has
left to us? Our Church is a treasured
heirloom from God. Do we treat it that way?

Click Below to

Men's Bible Study Monday Nights
Our study of the Book of Joshua meets on Monday nights in Crocker Hall, 7-8 pm. Past
sessions are available on our YouTube channel and each week is available on LiveStream.
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† Caesar Salad Dressing
Directions:
Put mayo, garlic and anchovies in bowl of mini food processor, pulse until just blended.
Add olive oil and blend until incorporated.
Put mayo/EVOO mix in small
Ingredients:
bowl.
3 cloves garlic, chopped
Add Parmesan, Worcestershire,
½ c. mayonnaise
mustard, lemon juice, salt, pepper
5-6 anchovy filets, rinsed
and stir until well mixed.
with cold water, dried,
Refrigerate until ready to use.
chopped
¼ c. EVOO
4 servings.
2 T. grated Parmesan
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
Editor’s Note: Thank you John
1 tsp. Dijon mustard
Durkin for sharing this delicious
2 tsp. lemon juice
dressing recipe.
Salt to taste
Click here to submit your
Fresh ground black pepper
favorite recipe.

For more
info on this
memorable
trip talk
with Pam
or David
Szen
The St. Paul’s Wellness Ministry Announces a New Fitness Class Starting!

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday evenings 7 – 9 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church
Starting June 9th

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are
you looking for a way to help maintain what you
have already built? If so, please join us for Saint
Paul's first Boot Camp class! All fitness levels &
adult ages (18 & up) are welcome. Bring a friend if
you would like!
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied to keep your body
guessing, and to provide you with a varied, challenging workout at YOUR fitness
level. Increase your strength, flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, balance &
agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Sign ups required for planning purposes. Questions? Contact Mary Perry
(maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com /
704-609-6502).
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Still assisting Katrina victims after 10 years; still in Haiti after 5 years; working to
bring faith and hope to Ebola victims; working with Muslims leaders in Sierra Leone
to bring relief to the crisis; mapping disaster preparedness plan and partnering with
other organizations to share resources.
Looking Back: What's in a Name
For its first 60 years of existence, Episcopal Relief & Development was known as
the Presiding Bishop's Fund for World Relief. But as the Millennium approached,
and with it the 2000 General Convention, change was in the air. The Convention's
theme was Jubilee, the ancient call to care for the poor, hungry, the oppressed and
all those in need. The Church's instrument to heed this call - the Presiding Bishop's
Fund - was expanding rapidly as its focus evolved beyond disaster and crisis relief
with new programs emphasizing long-term development and rehabilitation.
For this reason, delegates passed a resolution stating:
That this General Convention, on the occasion of the 60th anniversary, rejoice in
the adoption of the new name of "Episcopal Relief and Development" under which
this great work will continue and grow in response to human need in the service of
Jesus Christ.
While symbolic, the name change
presented a much clearer
statement about the
organization's mission. It also set
the stage for Episcopal Relief &
Development's establishment the
following year as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization technically
separate from - though still just as
closely affiliated with - The
Episcopal Church.
This decision enabled Episcopal
Relief & Development to raise funds from individuals, corporations and foundations
prevented from supporting agencies directly tied to churches, to
strengthen its accountability mechanisms, to ensure proper
Board oversight and to build its capacity to run projects internally.
With the new name and new status, Episcopal Relief &
Development shifted from administering relatively small grants to
implementing long-term development partnerships worldwide.
We then adopted an integrated community development model,
based on taking a holistic approach - rather than just tackling one
specific need in a vacuum - and driven by the priorities of the
community being served, rather than being imposed from high.
In short, this pivotal moment in our history made it possible for
Episcopal Relief & Development to be the world class
development agency it is today.
13

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

This is the Day the Lord Hath Made Tune: Azmon
Help Us, O Lord, to Learn Tune: St. Ethelwald
It is Well With My Soul
All Things Bright and Beautiful

It Is Well With My Soul

T

his hymn has an amazing story. Watch the video below and this hymn will take on
new meaning for you when you sing it on Sunday.

Want to listen in to what we’ll be singing on Sunday at 10:30?
Or do you want to listen to a song from last
week once more?
You can listen on Spotify by clicking here: St.
Paul's 10:30 Service
This week’s worship music includes: : : : Cast My
Cares, Oh Our Lord, This is Amazing Grace, Set a
Fire, & Great Are You Lord

† Start Spreading the News!

“I

’ve heard it said many times when talking about going
to heaven, ‘You can’t take it with you.’ It’s true that
you cannot take with you your house, car, money, or other
things you have valued here on earth, but how about your
husband, wife, parents, children, friends, and acquaintances? You personally will never be
able to get someone into heaven, but God certainly can use you as a tool to spread the good
news as He brings more people to Himself.”
― Van Harden, - Dillon Burroughs
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Preaching, Teaching, and Healing
1 Samuel 8:4-20, 11:14-15
n our Hebrew Bible lesson the elders of Israel insist that the aging
prophet Samuel anoint them a king such as governed the surrounding
Mark 3:20-35
nations. The biblical account refers to the military threat of the Philistines
as the primary motivation for this request, but other pressures were likely at
Here is the Good News:
work as the tribal structure of Israelite society underwent change. God tells
Jesus is not out of his mind;
Samuel to consent to the request of the elders, but to make clear the cost
involved in submission to the arbitrary power of a human monarch. Yet the
Jesus is not filled with
people persist in their request and Samuel anoints Saul as king over them.
Psalm 138
demonic spirits. Rather,
A hymn of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord on high who has saved
God’s servant and cares for the lowly.
Jesus has the mind of God;
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
In this passage Paul speaks of the eternal and glorious hope that belongs
Jesus is filled with the Holy
to Jesus’ disciples even in the midst of trouble and mortality. The apostle
has just told of the difficulties that beset his ministry. These, however, have Spirit - and invites all of us to
not prevented his preaching of the gospel. Now he quotes scripture to
be of the same mind and same
express his conviction that the belief of Christians can and must be
proclaimed in all circumstances. Although our physical being is gradually
Spirit in a new family as his
decaying, we are inwardly being renewed in accordance with what is unseen
and eternal.
sisters and brothers.
Mark 3:20-35
In our gospel lesson Jesus is accused of being possessed by the prince of
demons. He responds by describing his battle against Satan and indicating that true
relationship with him is based in the doing of God’s will. The passage suggests a certain
separation between Jesus and his own relatives due to the intensity of his ministry. To those
who charge him with doing good by the power of evil, Jesus answers with figures of speech
- one implies that Jesus himself is the man who must first bind Satan before destroying his
power. A warning is given not to blaspheme against the Holy Spirit - by which perhaps is
meant calling good evil.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

W

ith God's holiness as a starting point, how can you
be a link to God for someone else? To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..Zion, North Branford; St. John’s, North Haven; St. Andrew’s, Northford; and Christ
Church, Norwalk.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Church Missions Publishing Company, Education for Ministry leaders
and students.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Lorraine Estok, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Grenada ; the people of the Republic of Nauru; and our
sister and brother members of Evangelical Presbyterian Church of
Ukraine.
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..the victims of the earthquake in Nepal and the on-going relief efforts.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Libya, for the salvation of the many Libyans Muslims who are indifferent to matters of
faith.
…..St. Thomas Church (Bethel) Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of June.
…..Naomi Mentoring Project, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership. Naomi
Mentoring was founded in 2011 to mentor at-risk adolescent girls in their personal,
academic and spiritual development. Through one-to-one relationships with mature
Christian women, the ministry develops at-risk girls into Christ-filled young women who
walk in integrity, purity and excellence.
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get
movement in his left leg and arm.
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages of Parkinson's. Please pray for
healing and relief from pain.
…..Liam, age 4, recovery from recent surgery, for miracle healing and strength.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
Different parts . . .
unique purpose . . .
intricate detail . . . all
function together to make
the whole. The designer
made each part - from the
seemingly insignificant to
the most visible - to work
together in perfect unity. .
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

C

ongratulations to Sir Arthur, who in
addition to celebrating his first birthday
this week, also received his certification as a
Therapy Dog. During coffee hour last Sunday,
Sir Arthur made his debut as a Canine for Christ,
handing out business cards, showing off his new
vest and eyeing the goodies on the table!

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

S

ir Arthur, Chris Barrett, Rachel
Chaelski, Dorothy Crocker, Bob
Cutting, Laurie DoBosh, Carol Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Heather Melody,
Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors,
Mary Perry,
Kirsten
Peterson, Joe
Shepley,
Joseph
Shepley, Sarah
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam
Szen, Bonnie
Wanzer & Gail
Winkley..
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