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† Breathe His Love
"Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of
him who is the head, that is, Christ."
(Ephesians 4:15).
Dear Friends,

J

esus is in complete control of St. Paul's. For it is not our church, but his.
Our recognition of such truth allows us to speak with his love, a sign of a
maturing spiritual community. Every word we utter and every action we
take as his body should bring him the honor and glory due his name. What
is seen and heard within our walls and beyond should be aligned with his
divine purpose and will. To put it plainly, we are to be all about Jesus.
Today, breathe his love through the Holy Spirit and grow in God's ways.
Ever grateful for our unity,

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, June 11

- 1:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, Jun 13
- 7:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, June 14 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
Mon, June 15 - 7:00 pm
7:00 pm
Tue, June 16 - 9:15 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
Wed, June 17 - 10:00 am
Thu, June 18 - 7:00 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, June 20 - 7:30 am
9:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, June 21 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am

-

St. Barnabas, Apostle
Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Property Committee, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Click Below to

3rd Sunday after Pentecost
-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room
Holy Baptism & Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Meadow
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion II & Healing
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

4th Sunday after Pentecost
- Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
- Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room
- Contemporary Holy Communion

T

his week we begin our final fundraiser for our summer mission trip to
Toronto. During coffee hour for the next three weeks you have the
opportunity to Sponsor Our Own! Seven students going on this years trip are
looking for four sponsors to commit to praying for them leading up to and
throughout the trip, writing a note of encouragement for them during the trip,
and assist financially with the trip costs. This week we’d
like to introduce the first two students who can be
sponsored. Come see the full group at coffee hour this
week!

H

i, my name is Nick
Janofsky. I am 14, and I
go to Whisconier Middle
School.
I am in 8th grade and I love to
swim. I am on the middle
school team and on the town
club team. I also love Frisbee.
I have been going to St.
Paul’s for around 14 years.
I look forward to meet new
people and help people in need.
I hope to help other people in
different ways and get closer to God.

H

i, I’m Deborah Nolan. I’m 16 and a
sophomore at Brookfield High

School.
I played lacrosse for four years. My
favorite hobby is to play guitar.
I’ve been with St. Paul’s Church for a
year now. I help with the nursery every
Sunday.
This is my
first mission
trip
with
St.
Paul’s and I’m looking
forward to helping
people in need.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
June 11th

St. Barnabas, Apostle

“J

oseph, a Levite born in Cyprus, whom the apostles called
Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), sold a field
he owned, brought the money, and turned it over to the
apostles” (Acts 4:36–37). This first reference in the New Testament
to Barnabas introduces one whose missionary efforts would cause
him to be called, like the Twelve, an apostle. As a Jew of the
Dispersion, he had much in common with Paul. When Paul came to
Jerusalem after his conversion, the disciples were afraid to receive
him. It was Barnabas who brought Paul to the apostles, and declared
to them how, on the road to Damascus, Paul had seen the Lord, and
had preached boldly in the name of Jesus (Acts 9:27). Later,
Barnabas, having settled in Antioch, sent for Paul to join him in
leading the Christian Church in that city.
Barnabas and Paul were sent by the disciples in Antioch to carry famine relief to the
Church in Jerusalem. Upon their return, the Church in Antioch sent them on their first
missionary journey beginning at Cyprus. At Lystra in Asia Minor, the superstitious people
took them to be gods, supposing the eloquent Paul to be Mercury, the messenger of the
gods, and Barnabas to be Jupiter, the chief of the gods, a testimony to the commanding
presence of Barnabas. The association of Barnabas and Paul was broken, after their
journey, by a disagreement about Mark, who had left the mission to return to Jerusalem.
After attending the Council of Jerusalem with Barnabas, Paul made a return visit to the
Churches he and Barnabas had founded in Asia Minor. Barnabas and Mark went to Cyprus,
where Barnabas is traditionally honored as the founder of the Church.
It seems that Barnabas continued his journeys for the Gospel, because Paul mentions
him several times in his letters to the Galatians, the Corinthians, and the Colossians.
Tradition has it that he was martyred at Salamis in Cyprus.

T

he mustard seed - smallest of the
seeds on earth. Yet when it is sown,
it grows up and becomes the greatest of all the
shrubs, and serves others as a haven. Were
our lives as stewards sown as small as the
mustard seed, and have they grown and
blossomed as we hear God’s voice, thank Him
for His gifts, and seek to serve Him in others?

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I
have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† Avoid the Path of Least Resistance
“Show me Your ways, O Lord; Teach me Your paths.”

by Steve Hemming

Psalm 25:4

“T

he path of least resistance” is a phrase that was
coined to describe taking the easiest course or route
to follow. Oftentimes, in order to avoid a painful or perceived
difficult experience, we elect to take a path that we think will
not hurt as much, or will cost us less in terms of an emotional,
physical, financial, or spiritual investment. But this path may
not be the one God wants us to walk along, for it will unlikely
fulfill His purpose and yield fruit.
God often calls us to walk on a path that is fraught with
challenges and trials, not only to carry out His perfect will for
our lives, but also to help us grow and be conformed into the
image of His Son, Jesus Christ. When we decide for
ourselves to take a different, easier route, not only are we
disobeying God, but we will surely not end up where He
wants us to be. The word in Job 6:18 solemnly depicts what
happens when we chose to follow our own path, rather than
God’s; “The paths of their way turn aside. They go nowhere
and perish.”
Remember the Fleetwood Mac song, “Go Your Own
Way”? We learn from reading in the book of Jonah, that
going his own way did not bode well for him, for after
hearing the word of the Lord, Jonah opted to hop on a ship
headed to Tarshish instead of speaking out against the
Ninevites, as God had commanded him. Jonah deliberately
chose to flee from the presence of the Lord (Jonah 1:3). Have
you ever fled from the presence of the Lord, and gone your
own way?
Back in December, 2001, I accepted a position with
Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI). I had been simultaneously offered a job at Yale
University, but after much prayer, I chose WPI. While I knew beyond a shadow of doubt
this was God’s path for me, for many years, I did not
know peace at WPI.
From the onset of the new job, I was faced with a
myriad of challenges. Sadly, rather than trusting in
the Lord to lead and guide me, I became fearful that I
could not learn the new technologies and
responsibilities of my position, and I allowed myself
to be deceived into believing that I could not
succeed. I avoided difficult projects and requests by
delegating these tasks to my coworkers. I was
miserable. I wanted to quit.
Despite my fears, I cannot tell you exactly when
it happened, but eventually I came to the simple, yet
obvious conclusion that God would never have
placed me in my role at WPI to fail. For He knew
the plans He had for me there, to give me a future
and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11). As I began to commit
my ways at work to the Lord and trust in Him, He
brought everything to pass (Psalm 37:5). While I did
not achieve overnight success, once I determined in
my heart that I was going to trust the Lord with my
(Continued on page 5)

4

(Continued from page 4)

Avoid the Path of Least Resistance

job at WPI, I did not fail in any situation that I submitted to Him.
The successes the Lord has brought forth for me have not come easily, especially during
these past six months. Due to a significant increase in requests for my services, particularly
with the additional support
required by the new
university president,
combined with the departure
of a trusted and highly valued
coworker, and the subsequent
lack of sufficient staffing, I
have faced many trials that
have wearied me greatly. But
God has given me all the
strength and courage that I
have needed, and has been
with me each and every step
of the way (Joshua 1:9).
The reason why I share all this with you is because today, through the Holy Spirit I
received an epiphany while I was at work - I am no longer afraid!!! This realization came
forth as a result of remembering all that God has done for me throughout my tenure at WPI;
especially all He has led me through these past several months. It was the Lord who
enlarged my path under me, so that my feet did not slip (Psalm 18:36). All praise to our
God!
Whenever you are fearful and tempted to run away from the challenges set before you
and go your own way, take the path God has placed before you instead, for surely, He will
restore your soul, and lead you in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake (Psalm
23:3).
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6
WANTED: Do you have a
digital camera, digital video
camera or other computer
equipment that you no
longer use or need. How
about some wooden
alphabet blocks. Or some
random Scrabble letters?
Consider donating them to St. Paul’s
for our Sword Points staff and media
department. Contact the office or
email us here.

† Can You Give Me A Lift?

H

earts to Hands Ministry is in the transportation business! We
coordinate one-time rides and ongoing transportation
schedules for parishioners in need. Would you consider joining our
team, our database of parishioners willing to help someone get to an
appointment or a therapy class? When a need arises, we will put
out the date, time and other details of the situation to our
database of drivers to see who is available to provide coverage.
Please contact Nicole O'Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com if
you are willing to help. Thank you!
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† Vestry Meeting
May 13th

Opening: Fr. Shepley opened the meeting
with prayer at 7:30 pm. Pam Szen led a
Bible study on patience referencing many
Bible passages, among them 1 Corinthians,
Ephesians, Proverbs, Romans, Galatians,
Psalm 37 and 2 Peter The April minutes
were approved as circulated.
Treasurer’s Report: April was a
challenging month with expenses exceeding
income by $5,427. Endowments are up
$22,000 YTD. The Capital Campaign fund
has $41,000. A time of prayer for our
finances followed.

Committee Reports: Pat Jennings reported
that the Tea was a great success. Anita
Gutschick, the leader of our upcoming
retreat, won the quilt which was raffled off to
support the retreat. $1,100 was raised on the
raffle, $100 on small items raffle and $215
free will offering for the tea for a total of
$1,415 to support the retreat. Social Events
Committee is making plans for a parish
picnic in the summer, progressive dinner in
the fall and an inside picnic in the winter.
The parish needs to be better informed about
Stephen Ministry. There will be a training
for new Stephen Ministers in the fall. Mary
Perry reported that planning for the
Memorial Day celebration under Patrick
O’Connors and the youth is in full swing.
Bill Schrull reported for men’s ministries
that the Joshua Bible study is very well
attended with 25 to 30 men each week. Bill
is putting together a group to plan for other
men’s ministries.
Separate reports were submitted by: Dorothy
Crocker on Hearts to Hands; Mary Perry on
Wellness Ministry, and Prayer & Healing
Team; Pat Jennings on Communication

A

Report for Women’s Tea and Retreat and
Memorial Day Outreach;
Pam Szen on Ushers/
Greeters, Acolytes,
Newcomers and Jericho
Partnership; John Tuthill
on Evangelism and
Sunday School.
Rector’s Report: Joshua
Bible study going well, looking at continuing
Bible study. There is a baptism April 12th.
Church School picnic will be held on June
7th in the parish hall after the second service.
Father Shepley will be on the second
half of his sabbatical from August 16th
through September 30th. The Reverends
Shaw and Julie Mudge will be covering
the services while he is away.
Old Business: Dave Williams sent out
the first draft of the Policies and
Procedures before the meeting. This is a
living document, subject to change and
growth. Mary Perry spoke about Beyond the
Red Door ministry. The steering committee
met; there will be a prayer tent on the front
lawn during the Memorial Day celebration;
and they will take lessons from the Memorial
Day event and meet the following week.
Dave Williams brought us up to date on
Phase II construction. Bid documents are
out to general contractors, we have two
proposals and expect a third soon. Part of
the committee will meet with each
contractor. The construction time will be 45
to 60 days. So far bids range from $160,000
to $185,000. The plan is to be completed by
September 1st.
New Business: There was no new business.
Closing: The meeting was closed with
prayer at 8:35 pm by Bill Schrull.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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† Chaplain Service of Connecticut

T

he CSC was started in 2008 by Peter Scalzo with a
mission to visit the elderly in nursing homes. The
first auxiliary chaplains at St. Paul’s were trained in 2010.
Currently, we have trained 20 more auxiliary chaplains in
2014 who will help meet the spiritual needs of nursing
home residents in Danbury, Bethel, New Milford,
Bridgeport and Waterbury by
sharing God’s love and His
Word. St. Paul’s has had 12
parishioners trained for this vital
work so far and two of them have
been trained to train future
chaplains. St. Paul’s is also
supporting this CSC in a monetary way through the Mission
Committee.
It has been projected that 50 million Americans will spend the
last days of their life in a care facility of some kind. In order to
meet this urgent need, the CSC asks for volunteers and trains them
2 - 3 times a year. We have now trained approximately 130
auxiliary chaplains. The CSC is one one of two organizations of its
kind operating in the Northeast working to remedy this situation.
Please, if you feel God is calling you to lend comfort and care to the elderly, see Fr. Joe.
Our next training session is in the fall.

† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign

T

he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on
Mother’s Day and continues through Sunday,
June 21, Father’s Day.
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry located at 13
Rose Street in Danbury, and
ispart of the Jericho
Partnership, that supports
women during unplanned
pregnancies. St. Paul’s has
supported Hopeline for many
years through the annual
“Change for Change” Baby
Bottle Fundraiser. Last year St
Paul's contributed $1,700 plus
to Hopeline.

† Dorothy Day
Ministry

E

very second Thursday of
the
month, it’s
St. Paul’s
turn to
cook and
serve meals
at the
Dorothy Day Hospitality House
in Danbury. Please consider
helping out in this vital ministry.
Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or
Don Winkley for more info.
7

† Scholarly Speaking
The First Book of Common Prayer

T

uesday (June 9) marked the 466th anniversary of the official introduction of the first
Book of Common Prayer. In 1549 that day was Whitsunday when, by Act of
Parliament,* the English Prayer Book was mandated for use. We do
not actually know when the Book was first used because the same act
permitted churches to use it as soon as they had copies, but it was
probably sometime in May of that year.
Public worship in English
actually goes back to 1544 when
Henry VIII called for the
publication and use of an
“Exhortation and Litany” to be
used in Processions. Prepared by
Archbishop Cranmer, it has found
its way into every subsequent
Prayer Book, with minor changes
each time, but with the bulk of Cranmer’s work still
intact. During this period Henry also authorized the
publication of private books of devotion, based on the
Breviary Offices, in English but these seem to have been
limited to private use. They did, however, provide
material for Morning and Evening Prayer in the 1549
BCP.
The next step, in 1548, was the publication of “The Order of the
Communion” that provided a form for administering in English,
and using both Bread and Wine. It was designed for insertion into
the Latin Mass, immediately after the priest’s communion. The
texts have survived with little change in our Rite One service and
comprise an exhortation to be used for announcing a future time of
communion and another to be used at the celebration to encourage
reception, then the invitation (“Ye that do truly….”), Confession,
Absolution, Comfortable Words, and
Prayer of Humble Access, a form of
administration with directions, and
finally a blessing.
As noted above the actual English
BCP appeared in 1549, and was
followed by a new addition with a complete musical setting by
Merbecke. “The Booke of Common Praier Noted” that,
however, soon fell out of use due to the issue of the 1552 BCP
followed almost immediately by the accession of Queen Mary
and the restoration RC worship. Elizabeth restored the BCP,
but Puritan influence was then strong and discouraged service
music† of this type.
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

This was the “Act of Uniformity,” so called because one of its
stated purposes was to create a uniform order of service for
use
o you have a question you
throughout England and Wales.
would like answered by our † Elizabeth certainly favored
choral music and the cathedral
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
tradition of more elaborate settings
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
was maintained but smaller
parishes seem to have sung little
historical or other inquiries to:
more than metrical psalms
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D
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† Transforming Stewardship
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that
each one may receive good or evil, according to what he has done in
the body.”
- 2 Corinthians 5:10
e are all accountable for the gifts God has given us on Earth our time, talent and treasure. One day each of us will be
asked by God what we did with those gifts. How will you respond?

W

† Reaching Muslims

O

n a recent Sunday, I arrived at church early and noticed two women who didn't
appear to be regulars in our church. They wore hijabs.
Immediately, a number of questions raced through my mind. What were they doing
here? What would others think of them? While I know that many Muslims convert to
Christianity, it seemed like a bold step for them to visit our church. It's a bold step for a
seeker from any background.
Some looked at them with curiosity. Others approached with a smile.
The pastor had questions. It didn't appear as though anyone had
security concerns, and no one spoke harshly to them or tried to make
them leave.
Although these two women looked perfectly nice and harmless, as
Christians we still tend to respond to them differently. And Muslim
women who wear hijabs notice that difference. They see us avoiding
eye contact with them or purposely avoiding them. When we see
Muslims who are new to the area, few of us go out of our way to
make them feel welcome or loved.
If we fail to reach out to them in very public areas, such as grocery stores and shopping
malls, is it any wonder that Muslims would feel unwelcome in our churches?
As it turns out, the women in hijabs were not Muslims, but Christians who recently
attended a conference to learn about ministering to Muslim women. They wore the hijabs to
create awareness within our own church of the need to see the women beneath the hijabs-women whom we already care for and love. The
church needs to see the women and men who
need the love of Jesus.
One way of reaching out is to begin praying
for the Muslim families in your own community.
Muslims will be fulfilling their annual fast
during the month of Ramadan, which begins
June 18. This month, Voice of the Martyrs is
partnering with the 30-Days Prayer Network to
offer a free 30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim
World booklet with every donation.

Men's Bible Study Monday Nights
Our study of the Book of Joshua meets on Monday nights in Crocker Hall, 7-8 pm. Past
sessions are available on our YouTube channel and each week is available on LiveStream.

Click Below to
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† Happy Birthday to You!

J

ustin DoBosh celebrates Saturday! Sunday is the big day
for Emily Yurcisin. Mitch O’Hara will be opening
presents on Tuesday. Jeffrey Janofsky will be blowing out
candles on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

† Attention All Parents!

S

unday school will be offered all summer.
Volunteers are needed for nursery, music
and other fun options. We will be focusing on The Attributes of God.
Please contact Tara Shepley at Tbshepley@gmail.com.

† Have an Evangelist's Heart?

† Fathers’ Day Memorials

inister Bob Cutting and Lynne
Donnelly are opening "The Church
At the Flea Market" to tell people about
Jesus. They are working closely with our
Prayer Team and Beyond the Red Door
groups. Contact them if you would
like to help. The effort is taking
place the first Sunday of each
month at the Elephants
Trunk Flea Market in New
Milford. You may want to visit
them after Church. Information is
available at: www.bobcutting.com or call
Bob at 203 778-2672.

nyone wishing to have flowers on
the altar in loving memory of a
father on Fathers’ Day,
June 21,
please make your check
payable to Saint Paul's
Church and include the
name(s) to be
remembered. All
memorials are due by
Sunday, June 14.
Each gentleman
attending worship on
Fathers’ Day will
receive a boutonniere.

M

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

A

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

PraiseMoves will
meet at 9 am this
Saturday.

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions
at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,
and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Pulled Pork BBQ
Directions:
Place one sliced onion at the bottom of slow cooker.
Stud pork roast with cloves and season
with salt and pepper. Place roast in
Ingredients:
slow cooker on top of the sliced onion.
4 lbs. pork roast
Cover with the second sliced onion and
2 onions, sliced, divided
add the water. It should fill the slow
1 onion, chopped
cooker two thirds of the way. Cover
5-6 whole cloves
and cook on low 8-12 hours. Remove
2 c. water
roast. Remove and discard cloves, bone
16 oz. bottle BBQ sauce
and fat as well as any water, onions and grease remaining in pot. When
Salt and Pepper
pork roast is cool enough to handle, use a fork or your fingers to pull it
apart until shredded. Return the pulled pork to the slow cooker. Mix in the chopped
onion and BBQ sauce, cover and heat on high for 1-3 hours or until onions are soft.
Serve on buns with coleslaw or over noodles. .
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

For more
info on this
memorable
trip talk
with Pam
or David
Szen
The St. Paul’s Wellness Ministry Announces a New Fitness Class

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday evenings 7 – 9 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are
you looking for a way to help maintain what you
have already built? If so, please join us for Saint
Paul's first Boot Camp class! All fitness levels &
adult ages (18 & up) are welcome. Bring a friend if
you would like!
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied
to keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a varied, challenging
workout at YOUR fitness level. Increase your strength, flexibility, cardiovascular
endurance, balance & agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Sign ups required for planning purposes. Questions? Contact Mary Perry
(maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com /
704-609-6502).
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Seeds of the Kingdom
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
n our Hebrew Bible story the Lord sends Samuel to anoint David to be the new king
over Israel. God has rejected Saul as king, but he remains in power
and Samuel must go secretly on his mission. As so often happens in the
Mark 4:26-34
Bible, one who seems least likely in the eyes of others is chosen by God to
carry out the divine will.
The comfort in this parable
Psalm 20
A prayer and petition for victory in time of conflict.
is to consider the
2 Corinthians 5:6-17
possibility that the most
In this lesson Paul speaks of his confident hope and his longing to
experience the transformed body of heavenly existence. It will be like
helpful thing we could do to
having a new house or set of clothes replace or - better - be put on over this
advance the Kingdom of
tent of a body. In any case, we will not be left just as souls without form,
but will have some manner of personal existence. God’s Spirit is already
God is to take a nap.
our guarantee, born from the conviction that Christ has died and risen. We
must live, therefore, no longer for ourselves alone, but for Christ, for we
will be judged for our use of this earthly life.
Mark 4:26-34
In our gospel Jesus tells the parables of the seed growing secretly and of the mustard
seed in order to suggest what the kingdom of God is like. God’s activity is often unseen and
mysterious, but it will produce its fruit and bring about the time for harvest. To human eyes
the beginning of the kingdom seems insignificant, but suddenly it will break forth. The
great bush which the mustard seed becomes is a symbol for the kingdom of God’s
protection. The evangelist closes the passage with his understanding that only faithful
disciples can perceive the significance of Jesus’ parables.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

W

ith God's holiness as a starting point, how can you
be a link to God for someone else? To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

The Church’s One Foundation
Almighty God, Your Word is Cast Tune: St. Peter
I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

I Love Thy Kingdom Lord

“I

Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” (1801) is perhaps the earliest hymn still currently used
that was composed by a citizen of the United States. The author, Timothy Dwight
IV (1752-1817), was one of the outstanding leaders of his time.
The son of Major Timothy Dwight and Mary (Edwards) Dwight, third daughter of
Jonathan Edwards. His mother supervised his education almost from the
cradle. He learned the alphabet in one lesson, and by the time he was four he
read the Bible with ease and correctness. Almost ready for college at the age
of eight, he entered Yale when he was 13, having completed much of the
work of the first two years college years. He graduated with the highest
honors, but 14 hours a day of study and much reading by candlelight
painfully and permanently injured his eyes. In spite of this disability, be
became the foremost figure in the academic and ecclesiastical world in
Connecticut. He was a popular tutor at Yale and a
chaplain in the Revolutionary War, during which he
won the friendship of George Washington. In 1783, he
entered upon a pastorate at the Congregational Church
in Greenfield, Mass; then in 1795 assumed the office
of the president of Yale College.
Dwight left a legacy of improved scholastic standards at Yale
College, serving not only as the school’s president, but also as
professor of literature, oratory and theology, and college chaplain. He
is credited with fostering a revival among the students through his
sermons in the college chapel, a revival that spread to other New
England colleges.
Dwight’s literary accomplishments were many. He may be best
known today for his 1797 revision of Isaac Watts’ 1719 Psalms of
David, to which he added 33 of his own texts. “I Love Thy Kingdom,
Lord,” published in the 1801 revision of Watts’ Psalms of David, is the only remaining text
from Dwight’s Watts, prepared at the request of the General Association (Congregational)
of Connecticut, that has survived.
Watts had paraphrased only the psalms he deemed fit for public worship. Though
psalters from England were still in common usage in America at this time, including
Sternhold and Hopkins’ “Old Version” (1564) and Tate and Brady’s “New Version” (1696),
Watts’ early 18th-century paraphrases were making headway in the American colonies.
Several versions of Watts’ texts appeared in the colonies, including one by Joel Barlow.
Barlow’s edition, though widely used, was tainted when he went to France to participate in
the French Revolution and reportedly fell into immorality. Dwight was given the task to
“disinfect Barlow” by producing a new edition. Dwight’s Watts was very successful in
Connecticut and used almost exclusively there for over 30 years.
The original eight stanzas have been reduced to four or five in most hymnals.

† Start Spreading the News!

“I

f you woke before dawn one morning with the formula
for a vaccine, which would cure the most ghastly
disease currently known to man, releasing millions from an
agonizing death, would you roll over and resume sleeping until
daylight?”
― Chris Murray
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..Iglesia Betania, Norwalk; St. Paul’s, Norwalk; Christ Episcopal, Norwich.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Ministry of Creation; environmental stewardship committees; eco‐
justice work; and community gardens.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Lorraine Estok, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..the people of Hungary; the people of the Federal Republic of Nigeria;
and our sister and brother members of the Free Presbyterian Church of
Ulster.
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of
advancing ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know
Jesus Christ.
…..the victims of the earthquake in Nepal and the on-going relief efforts.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..North Korea, for the estimated 30,000 Christians who are detained in labor and prison
camps.
…..St. Thomas Church (Bethel) Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of June.
…..Pathways Academy, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership. Pathways Academy
serves middle-school-aged at-risk boys. It has a 10:1 class ratio and teachers who care
deeply for the students and are committed to their success in every area of life. The small
class size and personal attention allows the students to thrive and prepares them for a
successful life.
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get
movement in his left leg and arm.
…..Liam, age 4, recovery from recent surgery, for miracle healing and strength.
…..Regina, recovery from esophagus surgery; for her & her family’s strength and love.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Russ' Story: Surgery
Forces Major League Pitcher
to Reevaluate His Priorities
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

S

unday Scenes: Clockwise: - Scouting out
a location on Candlewood Lake for a
parish picnic; Sir Arthur gets a head rub; “I can
see clearly now;” enjoying a burger!

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

P

hyllis Baskett, Dorothy
Crocker, Bob Cutting,
Christine Domareck, Carol Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Heather Melody, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors,
Mary Perry,
Kirsten
Peterson,
Joe
Shepley,
Tara
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen
& Bonnie
Wanzer .
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