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Dear Friends,
s our summer sermon series on the life of David
continues, having now looked together at how we
honor God and win spiritual battles, we next turn to the topic
of friendship. This coming Sunday's message is: "Divine
Friendship: Dividing Sorrow and Multiplying Joy."
Christian friendship has been described as
the crown of life and school of virtue, and
the bonds of affection God creates among us
are a gift from the Author of friendship.
"Now I call you friends," said Jesus (John
15:15), and His friendship continues to
manifest itself today among us. We are a
friendly church because we believe first in
friendship with God.
Our Men's Bible study on Joshua will
conclude this Monday evening after fourteen
amazing weeks together. Following our
study from 7-8 pm, we men will gather in our meadow before a massive bonfire, taking time
to further bond and reflect on what it means to be friends full of faith and courage, through
God's power.
Spiritual leadership, strength
and integrity come from God.
May friendships in our midst
increasingly mirror God's
everlasting love.

A

St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

Faithfully,

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† High School / College Class

J

ohn and Bev Carr are facilitating a
six week series of classes called
'Walking with Confidence and
Authority in Jesus Christ." The class
is being offered to high school and
college aged students and will take
place from 9:15-10:15 am. We hope
that you will take part in and enjoy
this amazing opportunity. If you
have any further questions, please
don't hesitate to contact Patrick or
Nicole O'Connors.

T

he woman who in desperation believed if only she could touch Jesus she
would be healed was right. Jesus saw her faith and freed
her from her years of (in those days) shameful illness. Those of us
who can no longer touch Jesus in the flesh have no less claim to His
promise to heal us (perhaps in a different way than we expected) but we need to believe, believe, believe, and trust in His promises!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, June 25
Sat, June 27

- 7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, June 28 8:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
Mon, June 29 7:00 pm
Tue, June 30 - 9:15 am
7:00 pm
Wed, July 1 - 10:00 am
Thu, July 2
- 7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, July 4
- 7:30 am
Sun, July 5
8:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

5th Sunday after Pentecost
-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
High School/College Class, Youth Room
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
St. Peter & St. Paul, Apostles
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Meadow
Holy Communion I & Healing
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
6th Sunday after Pentecost
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
High School/College Class, Youth Room
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

Click Below to
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† Transforming Stewardship
“…as a matter of equality your abundance at the present time should supply
their want, so that their abundance may supply your want, that there may be
equality.”
- 2 Corinthians 8:14

N

ot only are we responsible for our own lives, but we are responsible for
the lives of those around us. Not only is it important that we grow,
nurture and share our gifts, but we should teach our children this same lesson
and encourage others to do the same.

Save-the-Date
Parish Picnic
Sunday, July 19—Noon
At the private beach of Buni &
Paul Kovacs – 805 Candlewood
Lake Road South in New Milford
The church will provide hot dogs
& hamburgers and beverages.
We kindly ask that guests bring
an appetizer, salad or dessert to
share.
Swimming in Candlewood Lake.
Parents responsible for their children as there is no lifeguard.

Men's Bible Study Monday Nights
Our study of the Book of Joshua concludes this Monday night in Crocker Hall, 7-8 pm.
Past sessions are available on our YouTube channel and each week is available on
LiveStream.

Click Below to
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A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

H

ow often do we look to God for guidance but then struggle to determine whether
we are hearing from God or just our own human thoughts? It is an ultimate step of
faith when we choose to listen to God over our own desires. When a thought creeps into
our mind that causes condemnation or takes a stab at our self-worth then this idea is not
from God. On the other hand, a sure sign of God’s word comes when we find ourselves
moving forward towards Christ- likeness with peace, love, and scriptural truth. When we
listen for God’s counsel we can immediately distinguish our thoughts
from His by one simple attribute: love. God convicts us, meaning He
acknowledges where we have sinned but then lovingly moves us out of
the darkness into Jesus’s light. He doesn’t bury us in remorse for what
we have done and make us feel like we are hopeless sinners; he forgives
us and provides redemption. So, next time we are listening to God’s
response to our prayers, let us remember to keep our ears open for His
love, and then we can be certain that we are hearing God.
Deuteronomy 32:1-2
Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak, and let the earth hear the
words of my mouth. May my teaching drop as the rain, my speech
distill as the dew, like gentle rain upon the tender grass, and like showers
upon the herb.
Psalm 130:7
O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.

J

oin the Ladies Evening Bible Study beginning July 1st for 6 weeks as we study, What
Happens When Women Say Yes to God. In this exciting, interactive workbook for Lysa
TerKeurst's DVD series based on her popular book What Happens When Women Say Yes to
God, women personally explore God's
Bible Study Time and
joy and purpose for their lives through
Dates:
insightful questions and steps, special
verses, and examples from the DVD's
Wednesdays beginning
six sections. Please contact Dori
July 1st
McManus if you have any questions at
7:00 – 8:30 pm
(203) 788-1977 or at
July 1st
dorimcmanus@snet.net
July 15th
July 29th
To order your book and workbook you
August 5th
can click on the attached link. http://
www.christianbook.com/what-happens- August 26th
September 2nd
when-women-book-workbook/lysaterkeurst/pd/929928?event=CPOF

E

† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider
helping out in this vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley
for more info.
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† He Never Complained
“Do all things without complaining and disputing.”

by Steve Hemming

Philippians 2:14

I

n all my years with my father, Daniel, I never heard him complain. Not once. And
like all of us, he experienced trials in his life, especially with regards to his health. By
the grace of God, Dad faced and overcame bouts with shingles, prostate cancer, and chronic
lymphocytic leukemia. While I saw my father experience various degrees of physical
discomfort from these afflictions, his faith in God never flinched nor faltered. And even
throughout his greatest battle, against the squamous cell skin cancer that ravaged his body,
Dad faced this enemy with unwavering
and resolute faith.
As I watched my Dad suffer
silently, especially against the
aggressive squamous cancer cells that
rapidly invaded his body, I observed his
faith actually grow stronger. And his
hope never diminished one bit, for
Dad's hope in the Lord did not
disappoint, for the love of God was
being poured out into his heart, day by
day (Romans 5:5). Dad had no reason
or motivation to complain, for God was
his hope and the anchor of his soul
(Hebrews 6:19). He knew there was no
value in complaining, for it wouldn’t
solve anything.
Remember how often the Israelites
complained to God as He led them
through the desert to the land flowing
with milk on honey? How did that
work for them? God had grown tired of
their ceaseless groaning, as He expressed in Numbers 14:27; “How long shall I bear with
this evil generation who complains against me?” As you know, the results of their
complaints were disastrous for the nation of Israel, for they wandered aimlessly for 40
years, and the entire first generation died in the desert, except for Joshua and Caleb, whom
the Lord spared, solely because of their faith in Him.
As I thought about Dad last Sunday, on Father’s Day, visions of how often he gracefully
accepted the physical pain that resulted from his illnesses flood my memories. You see, my
father knew His Lord and Savior submitted to far greater suffering than he could ever
possibly imagine, for Jesus kept silent and endured to the end of His earthly ministry; “He
was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to
the slaughter, and a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth.” (Isaiah
53:7). Because of the Lord’s sufferings, Dad knew that as a soldier of Jesus Christ, was
called to endure his physical hardships (2 Timothy 2:3) and he did so faithfully until God
called him home in 2012.
Just like my Dad, I want to endure life’s hardships with the same measure of grace that
he displayed throughout his presence in my life. It is my desire to glorify my Heavenly
Father and face my challenges, whatever they may be, without grumbling or complaining,
but rather with silence and submission to God’s will for my life.
“But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist,
fulfill your ministry.” 2 Timothy 4:5
Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers and guests
by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
June 30th

Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Apostles

P

eter and Paul, the two greatest leaders of the early Church, are
commemorated separately, Peter on January 18, for his
confession of Jesus as the Messiah, and Paul on January 25, for his
conversion, but they are commemorated together on June 29 in
observance of the tradition of the Church that they both died as martyrs
in Rome during the persecution under Nero, in 64.
Paul, the well-educated and cosmopolitan Jew of the Dispersion,
and Peter, the uneducated fisherman from Galilee, had differences of
opinion in the early years of the Church concerning the mission to the
Gentiles. More than once, Paul speaks of rebuking Peter for his
continued insistence on Jewish exclusiveness; yet their common commitment to Christ and
the proclamation of the Gospel proved stronger than their differences; and both eventually
carried that mission to Rome, where they were martyred. According to tradition, Paul was
granted the right of a Roman citizen to be beheaded by a sword, but Peter suffered the fate
of his Lord, crucifixion, though with head downward.
A generation after their martyrdom, Clement of Rome, writing to the Church in Corinth,
probably in 96 A.D., says: “Let us come to those who have most recently proved
champions; let us take up the noble examples of our own generation. Because of jealousy
and envy the greatest and most upright pillars of the Church were persecuted and competed
unto death. Let us bring before our eyes the good apostles - Peter, who because of
unrighteous jealousy endured not one or two, but numerous trials, and so bore a martyr’s
witness and went to the glorious place that he deserved. Because of jealousy and strife Paul
pointed the way to the reward of endurance; seven times he was imprisoned, he was exiled,
he was stoned, he was a preacher in both east and west, and won renown for his faith,
teaching uprightness to the whole world, and reaching the farthest limit of the west, and
bearing a martyr’s witness before the rulers, he passed out of the world and was taken up
into the holy place, having proved a very great example of endurance.”

General Convention Begins Today
Officially General Convention runs from June 25 to July 3 in Salt Lake City. Here are some
links to keep you informed.
ECCT's GC78 pages: Includes list of CT people, CT reporting, and links
Official General Convention pages - includes official resolution text
GC Media Hub: Livestreaming worship, legislative sessions
#GC78: the hashtag to follow the action
Photos on ECCT's flickr page, link here to see them all.

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I
have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† Scholarly Speaking
Reading the Bible

O

ne of the very few outward changes that marked the beginning of the English
Reformation was Henry VIII’s reversal of his previous policy by allowing and
encouraging the publication and distribution of the Bible in English.
For the first time in centuries the ordinary Englishman could read (or in
most cases hear) the Scriptures in his own language without any
political interference. The clergy and religious* and the upper-class
laity who could read Latin had long had this opportunity, but the great
unwashed got most of their Bible exposure through sermons, stained
glass, and other artistic media.†
In the Anglican Communion today (and in the RC Church and other
liturgical churches) regular churchgoers do get a good representative
exposure to the Scriptures through their worship. In Anglican tradition,
those who read Morning and/or Evening Prayer (or at least a selection
of the appointed lesson - see BCP pp. 934-1001) will, in time, be
exposed to much of the Bible though even then they will miss many of
the ‘naughty bits.’
As a priest (and even for several years before that when I was seriously thinking about
ordination) the Offices have been part of my daily life for some 60 years, but recently I have
come to realize how much this was taking me away from simply reading Scripture for its
own sake. In the monastic tradition there is, of course, an extensive liturgical reading built
into the daily routine, but there is also an expectation of purely individual Bible reading.
Because it is individual the main rule is simply to do it. There is no lectionary to follow
(though one may choose to further explore a passage from the day’s liturgy, or make a point
of reading a passage that the lectionary skips over). There is actually one more rule: the
process should include prayerful reflection on what is read, and it is this reflective reading
that we refer to as lectio divina (divine reading). I would note briefly that there is also a
group form of lectio‡ in which a selected passage is read
aloud three times; after the first reading each person selects a
particular selection that calls for his attention; after the
second each considers why that selection appealed; and after
the third each reflects on what to do about it. The reflections
can either be kept private or shared. The same pattern can, of
course, also be used in individual reading.
The train of thought which led to this column actually
started with a short article by an Anglican Benedictine about
his own experience. I would close by sharing one of his
insights:

Reading the Bible in a prayerful way has led me to realize that
most of it is not about God. Rather it is about people’s
relationships to God, to each other, and to themselves…. The
danger of espousing certain behaviors because they are “in the
Bible” has become apparent - if something is “in the Bible” it is
likely to be there as a warning to not ever try it again. §
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

* In this context the term refers to members of religious orders, not simply to the faithful.
† Even so, I suspect that many of them knew the Bible as well as about half the Jeopardy contestants who try to
deal with Bible questions on that show.
‡ Sometimes called ‘African Bible Study’ it
developed in the Mission Field as a response to
o you have a question you
the lack of both books and literacy. Some may
would like answered by our recall that Fr. Andy introduced this briefly at
St. Paul’s during his time here.
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
§
Br. Abraham, OSB, That’s the Book for
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
Me. In “Abbey Letter” no. 262, Saint
historical or other inquiries to:
Gregory’s Abbey Three Rivers Michigan,
2015.
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D
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† Transforming Saints of God
June 25th

James Weldon Johnson
Poet, 1938

J

ames Weldon Johnson was born in 1871 in Jacksonville, Florida. His
parents stimulated his academic interests and he was encouraged to study
literature and music. Johnson enrolled at Atlanta University with the expressed
intention that the education he received there would be used to further the
interests of the black people. He never reneged on that commitment. In the
summer after his freshman year, Johnson taught the children of former slaves. Of
that experience he wrote, “In all of my experience there has been no period so
brief that has meant so much in my education for life as the three months I spent
in the backwoods of Georgia.” After graduation, he became the principal of the
largest high school in Jacksonville, during which time he was paid half of what
his white counterparts were paid even though the school excelled under his leadership.
In 1900, he collaborated with his brother, Rosamond, a composer, to create “Lift Ev’ry
Voice and Sing.” Written in celebration of President Lincoln’s birthday, the song, still
popular today, has become known as the “African American National Anthem.” Due to the
success of their collaboration, Johnson moved to New York in 1901 to join his brother and
together they attained success as lyricist and composer for Broadway.
In 1906, Johnson was invited to work for the diplomatic corps and became U.S. Consul
to Venezuela and later Nicaragua. During his Nicaraguan tenure, Johnson was a voice of
reason and reconciliation in a time of civil unrest and turmoil. His ability to bring together
people of differing viewpoints toward a common vision served Johnson well in the 1920’s
when he became an organizer for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP).
Johnson was a prolific poet and anthologist. He edited The Book of American Negro
Poetry (1922), a major contribution to the history of African-American literature. His book
of poetry God’s Trombones (1927), seven biblical stories rendered into verse, was
influenced by his impressions of the rural South.
James Weldon Johnson died in 1938.
The St. Paul’s Wellness Ministry Announces a New Fitness Class

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday evenings 7 – 9 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are
you looking for a way to help maintain what you
have already built? If so, please join us for Saint
Paul's first Boot Camp class! All fitness levels &
adult ages (18 & up) are welcome. Bring a friend if
you would like!
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied
to keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a varied, challenging
workout at YOUR fitness level. Increase your strength, flexibility, cardiovascular
endurance, balance & agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Sign ups required for planning purposes. Questions? Contact Mary Perry
(maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com /
704-609-6502).
Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† Work Principles from King David - Principle # 2
Do more than your job requires.
an you imagine going to work one morning, same ole’-same ole’, and before the
day is over you are told that you have been selected to be the next president of the
company? That’s a little like what happened to David. He was doing his humble job,
tending the sheep, when someone comes for him and the next thing he knows is that he is
being anointed by Samuel the Prophet to be the next king. Whoa!
David was a shepherd, the lowliest of jobs, and he would have had lots of time on his
hands in that lonely job, sitting around doing nothing while the sheep
grazed. He could have simply wasted that time, daydreamed it away, slept
a lot, or he could have allowed self-pity and anger to infiltrate his mind. I
can imagine sitting there all alone day after day, one could start to resent
having to do this when all the other brothers are at home, in much nicer
circumstances.
But what was David doing in this do-nothing, go-nowhere job? Well,
for one thing, he practiced using a slingshot until he became an expert
marksman. And he practiced playing the harp until he became quite
proficient as a musician. Somewhere he learned to write beautiful poetry.
No doubt some of it was written as he sat on those hillsides taking care of
the sheep. He didn’t waste his time in that lowly job. Instead of
lollygagging his days away, he used that time for good and productive
things.
Never could he have guessed how God was going to use those skills in later years. But
what his hand found to do, he did with all his heart, and that would pay off in big dividends
in days to come.
Are you in a job that seems to be a dead-end? Do you feel under-utilized, maybe underappreciated? What have you done lately to make good use of your time? What could you
do that goes outside of your job description, to improve your own skills and to help others?
Have you ever asked God to give you some creative wisdom in how to make your job more
meaningful and how to do it with excellence?
It could be that God is withholding the next better job from you until He sees that you
are a good steward of the job that you have. Bloom where you’re planted, as the saying
goes, and use the job you are now in as an avenue for growth and experience that will be
useful to you later on. It’s not mission impossible; pray about it and get creative and see
what God will do!

C

by Mary Whelchel, Founder of The Christian Working Woman

† Touching Jesus’ Hem
Woman touching Jesus’ hem,
fesco, Catacomb of Saints Peter and
Marcellinus, 3rd century.
Consider the profound simplicity
of this catacomb fresco. Here is the
image as it appears in the woman’s
memory: no pressing crowd to
obscure her, surrounded by silence,
the background washed away by
insignificance, she reaches forth to
touch and knows immediately that
she’s healed.
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† Avocado Salad
Directions:
Ingredients:
1 yellow pepper, chopped
1 jalapeno pepper, chopped
1 container grape tomatoes
1 bunch scallions, cleaned
and chopped
1 32 oz. can black beans,
rinsed & drained
1 handful cilantro, chopped
1 lime, grated and juiced
2 T. olive oil
¼ tsp. cumin
½ tsp. garlic powder
Salt & Pepper
4 avocados, peeled and cut
into 1” pieces

In a large bowl combined
yellow pepper, jalapeno
pepper, grape tomatoes,
scallions, black beans,
cilantro and lime peel. In a
separate bowl make the
dressing by combining the
lime juice, olive oil, garlic
powder, cumin, salt and
pepper. Pour dressing over
the vegetables. Add the
avocados and gently mix.
From Carol Ferro in “What’s Cooking at Saint Paul’s” cookbook.
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

† Happy Birthday to You!

S

am Trott opens presents today. Bridgit O’Hara & Betty
Gardner celebrate on Tuesday! Wednesday is the big day for
M. J. Hartell. Have a blessed day everyone!

† Attention All Parents!

S

unday school is being offered all summer.
Volunteers are needed for nursery, music and other
fun options. We will be focusing on The Attributes of God.
Please contact Tara Shepley at Tbshepley@gmail.com.

The Sacristans for
July are Sue Balla,
Betty Gardner, and
Linda Pendergast.

† Chick-fil-A Feeds Homeless Shelter

H

ere's Rich Beattie from Chick Fil A in the Danbury Fair Mall. Chick-fil-A brought chicken
sandwiches for all of the men staying at the Good Samaritan homeless shelter on Wednesday night. Thank you,
Chick-fil-A, Nicole Keating and St. Paul's for nominating
Good Samaritan Mission for this free gift!
http://www.chick-fil-a.com/danburyfairmall
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Healing and Restoration
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
In our Hebrew scripture reading the report of Israel’s devastating defeat by the
Philistines at Mount Gilboa is brought to David at Ziklag. Saul and his
three sons have been slain, including Jonathan. David might have been
expected to show relief at the death of Saul, who had so relentlessly hunted
Mark 5:21-43
him, but instead David grieves both publically and privately. Israel has lost
Once again, it is important
her king and finest prince to war, and David, who served Saul so long and
loved Jonathan, is bereft. David’s elegy was likely set to music extolling
to remember that in the
Saul’s heroism, Jonathan’s might in battle, and the profound national and
personal loss embodied in their deaths.
Bible, "faith" is NOT
Psalm 130
A plea for mercy offered in patient hope to the faithful Lord.
about "beliefs," or "ideas," or
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
In this New Testament lesson the apostle Paul encourages the
"understandings." It is about
Corinthians to be generous in their contributions to a collection he has been
trust. And so Jesus'
gathering for the relief of the church in Jerusalem. It seems the Corinthians
had begun to raise money for this cause in the previous year but have not
observation: "My daughter,
completed the project despite the means available to them. In sharing from
their abundance with those in need, these new disciples will be following in
your faith has made you
the way of the Lord Jesus who, though rich, become poor that the
Corinthians might become rich.
well," is better understood
Mark 5:21-43
The gospel tells of the healings of a woman with hemorrhages and of the
as: "My daughter, your
daughter of Jairus, an official of the local Synagogue. Here are two
trust / loyalty / bonding
remarkable stories of healing, one told within the other. As Jesus is
responding to Jairus’ plea for his sick daughter, a woman who has suffered
with me has made you well.
with hemorrhage for twelve years reaches out in faith, and is healed and
given new life. By the time Jesus reaches Jairus’ house, the twelve-year-old
daughter is seemingly dead but Jesus raises her to new life.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

W

hat giants are you facing? The battle is not ours;
the battle is the Lord's! To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Christ is Made the Sure Foundation
Thine Arm, O Lord, in Days of Old
O Bless the Lord, My Soul
Father All Loving, Who Rulest in Majesty Tune: Was Lebet

“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

T

his hymn is often used during services for the dedication of church buildings, but it
has nothing to do with churches built of brick and stone. It talks instead about "the
Church," which is built of flesh and bone. The church, you see, is not a building where we
come to worship. We are the church - you and I - the people of God.
The first verse of this hymn talks about Christ as the foundation and the cornerstone of
the church. This is language from the New Testament (Eph. 2:19-20; 1 Peter 2:5). Christ is
the foundation and cornerstone of the church. Christ is the foundation and cornerstone of
our lives.
The third verse speaks of us as a temple, which is also New Testament language (1 Cor.
3:16). We, the church, are God's temple - the place where God dwells - and this hymn asks
God to "Shed within its walls alway" - which is another way of saying, "Dwell within us
always."
In the last verse, the hymn reminds us that we will live with God forevermore.
This is an ancient Latin hymn, written in the seventh or eighth century. It was translated
into English by John Mason Neale, a 19th century Anglican clergyman and Latin scholar.
Neale was an unlikely man to do anything significant. As a young man, health problems
caused him to leave active service as a clergyman, and he became the administrator for a
home for elderly people. When he tried to revitalize the chapel services there, he was
rebuked by the bishop and forbidden to conduct services. When he tried to simplify funeral
services, he provoked a riot that required police to bring the mob under control. He clearly
lacked the common touch.
Nevertheless, Neale labored long and happily in his study - poring over old, musty Latin
documents - and was therefore able to give us such hymns as "All Glory, Laud, and Honor"
- and "Good Christian Men, Rejoice" - and "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" - and a host of
others. He reminds us once again that God often chooses unlikely people to be the vehicles
for his blessings.
Copyright 2007, Richard Niell Donovan

For more
info on this
memorable
trip talk
with Pam
or David
Szen

† Start Spreading the News!

“I

f we really believe the gospel we proclaim, we'll be
honest about our own beauty and brokenness, and the
beautiful broken One will make himself known to our
neighbors through the chinks in our armor - and in theirs.”
- Fil Anderson, Breaking the Rules: Trading Performance for Intimacy with God
14
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..Good Shepherd, Orange; St. Peter’s, Oxford; Christ Church, Oxford; St. John’s, Pine
Meadow.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Summer chapels in Norfolk and Fenwick; summer outdoor worship
services; year –round outdoor worship services.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Lorraine Estok, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..General Convention of The Episcopal Church, which is meeting June
25-July 3 in Salt Lake City
…..the people of Kazakhstan; the people of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic
Republic; and our sister and brother members of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil.
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook, F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of July.
…..Sudan, for the Sudanese Christians, who face poverty, war and genocide.
…..S.A.Y. Yes! Youth Center, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership; S.A.Y. Yes!
Youth Center is an after-school tutoring and whole-life program focused on raising
Pathways Danbury mentees’ academic performance to 3.0 levels while developing the boys
into Christ-centered young men.
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get
movement in his left leg and arm.
…..Liam, age 4, recovery from recent surgery, for miracle healing and strength.
…..Regina, recovery from esophagus surgery; for her & her family’s strength and love.
…..Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving radiation and
chemotherapy.
…..Rose Barrett, quick healing and comfort.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
Take Heart
When the storms of life
rage, remember He is with
you. When you struggle
until you have no energy
left to give, He is with you.
When you feel alone and
think that God doesn’t care,
He is with you. So take
heart . . . He is with you! .
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July Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

July 19th

July 5th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Peter & Cindy Maier
Acolyte: Mike Kirner
Lector: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 48 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Patricia Jennings / Mike Kirner
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 89:20-37 Ephesians 2:11-22

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Dorothy Crocker
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 48 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Dorothy Crocker
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 89:20-37 Ephesians 2:11-22

July 12th

July 26th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolytes: Audrey & Jack Powell
Lector: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 24 Ephesians 1:3-14

8:00 AM
Welcoming: John & Joyce Sarver
Acolyte: Erinn O’Hara
Lector: 2 Samuel 11:1-15 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 14 Ephesians 3:14-21

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Ron Switzer / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Nick Janofsky
Lector: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 Rose Barrett
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 24 Ephesians 1:3-14

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: 2 Samuel 11:1-15 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 14 Ephesians 3:14-21

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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July 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

10:00 am Holy
Communion I
& Healing

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

7:00 pm Ladies Evening
Bible Study

5

6 Pentecost

8:00 am Traditional
Communion

9:15 am High School/
College Class
9::30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School

6
10:00 am Christian

Caring

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry

7:30 pm Property
Committee

7

8

9

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion I
& Healing

1:00 pm Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:00 pm Boot Camp

Happy
4th of July!
7:30
AM Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am Men’s
10:00 AM
PraiseMoves
Prayer
Breakfast
11:00 AM House of
Prayer
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7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 am PraiseMoves

Class

10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

12 7 Pentecost

11:00 am House of

13

8:00 am Traditional
Communion

9:15 am High School/
College Class
9::30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School

14

15

16

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

7:00 pm Healing Team

7:00 pm Boot Camp

Class

10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

20

21

22

8:00 am Traditional
Communion

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

9:15 am High School/
College Class
9::30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School

7:00 pm Boot Camp
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11:00 am House of

23

24

10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

25

10:00 am PraiseMoves

Class

11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters
11:00 am House of

27

28

29

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

7:00 pm Boot Camp

Class

Prayer

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

12:00 pm Parish Picnic

9:15 am High School/
College Class
9::30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
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10:00 am PraiseMoves

10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

8:00 am Traditional
Communion

Prayer

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Ladies Evening
Bible Study

19 8 Pentecost

26 9 Pentecost

11

30

31
Youth Group Mission
Trip Returns

6:30 pm Vestry Picnic
7:00 pm Ladies Evening
Bible Study

17

Prayer

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Barefooting Shepleys Try Their “Hand”
at Walking on Water
Hey it’s not as easy as it looks! Click on any of the pictures
for a link to the video. We
particularly like the dismount
at the end of the tape.

J

oe takes Joe up on his Youth Auction prize. Two
years ago Joe Hock won a “Spin in the Mini.” But
by the time he decided to collect from Fr. Joe the prize
had morphed in a “Jeep ride with Joe.”

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

B

ob Case, Dorothy Crocker,
Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming,
Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Beth
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Heidi Pinheiro, Joe
Shepley,
Sarah
Shepley,
Tara
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen,
Bonnie
Wanzer &
Gail
Winkley.
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Many thanks to Ella Wanzer for helping her Poppa
with the counting and rolling of the coins from the
Change for Change for Hopeline baby bottle
campaign.

