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Michael Curry Elected Presiding Bishop

L

ast Saturday in Salt Lake City the Episcopal Church elected its first AfricanAmerican presiding bishop.
Bishop Michael Curry of North Carolina
was elected in a vote by bishops at General
Convention, the top legislative body of the
church. Bishop Curry won among the bishops
in a landslide, earning 121 votes. The other
three candidates had 21 votes or less. The
decision was affirmed on a vote of 800-12 by
the House of Deputies, the voting body of
clergy and lay participants at the meeting.
Bishop Curry will succeed Bishop
Katharine Jefferts Schori, who will complete
her nine-year term on November 1. She was
the first female presiding bishop and the first
woman to lead an Anglican national church.
Bishop Curry, 62, has been bishop of North
Carolina since 2000, leading a diocese of 48,000 church members, 112 congregations and a
network of ministries. He will now lead a nearly 1.9 million-member Episcopal Church
known for its history as the faith home of many of the nation’s Founding Fathers and
presidents.
He is a Chicago native, and he and his wife, Sharon, have two daughters. Mr. Curry
grew up in Buffalo, NY, and graduated from Hobart College and Yale Divinity School. He
was ordained as a priest in North Carolina, leading parishes there and in Ohio. He then
served for 12 years at St. James Church
in Baltimore, MD, which was established
in 1824 as the third black Episcopal
congregation in the United States.
Bishop Curry is known for his
emphasis on evangelism, public service
and social justice.
The author of “Crazy Christians: A
Call to Follow Jesus,” Bishop Curry has
said he prays “for a church passionately
committed to making disciples.”
“At a deep level I am suggesting a
churchwide spiritual revival of the
Christian faith in the Episcopal way of
being disciples of Jesus,” he said in the church materials introducing the candidates.
Click HERE for a video interview with Presiding Bishop-elect Michael Curry

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind."
(Romans 12:2)
Dear Friends,
ur mission as a parish is "Transforming Lives Through
Jesus Christ." Within that we are called to three forms of
action: to serve as a mission post for youth, a healing oasis and
a remnant witness. Our call is one of personal transformation
through the Gospel, where together we conform to the mind of Christ.
This week, Phase II of our construction project commenced, involving the renovation of our
Sunday school classroom wing on both levels. Starting this Sunday, this area will no longer
be accessible, so please exercise caution and patience as we allow our crew to complete
their work over the next several months.
Our temporary nursery and children's classroom
will be set up in Crocker Hall for the remainder
of the summer. Our high school and college-age
class will meet in the Tuck Room as the Rector's
Forum continues in the Guild Room.
We don't slow down in the summer! For we
have a mission, one that fosters spiritual
transformation among all ages and at all times.
May the mind of Christ be in us as we stay on
message and true to our mission.
Faithfully,

O

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, July 2
Sat, July 4
Sun, July 5
Click Below to

Mon, July 6
Tue, July 7
Wed, July 8
Thu, July 9
Sat, July 11

Sun, July 12
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- 7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
8:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
- 10:00 am
7:00 pm
- 9:15 am
7:00 pm
- 10:00 am
- 1:00 pm
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

- Mission Committee, Guild Room
- Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall

6th Sunday after Pentecost
-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
High School/College Class, Youth Room
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Christian Caring, Tuck Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Meadow
Holy Communion I & Healing
Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

7th Sunday after Pentecost
-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
High School/College Class, Youth Room
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

A weekly column

by Sarah Shepley

P

eople are only as constant as the changing seasons. One day they are in our lives
and the next they have moved on and out of our personal world. Sometimes this
unreliable transition of friends or companions can leave us feeling angry or abandoned. We
might harbor resentment or hold a grudge towards fickle friends. However, as Christians
we are told to love everybody, which includes our enemies, or in less severe terms, people
we don’t necessarily enjoy. If a past friend or acquaintance moves back into our lives let us
strive to welcome them back with open arms, for God commands us to forgive those who
have wronged us. After all,
God places people in our lives
for a reason. Our forgiveness
and willingness to mend a
broken friendship could be
exactly what leads them to
Christ.
Matthew 5:43-45
“You have heard that it was
said, ‘Love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.’ But I tell
you, love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you,
that you may be children of
your Father in heaven.

T

the Ladies Evening Bible Study has begun a new six week study, What Happens
When Women Say Yes to God. In this exciting, interactive workbook for Lysa
TerKeurst's DVD series based on her popular book What Happens When Women Say Yes to
God, women personally explore God's
Bible Study Time and
joy and purpose for their lives through
Dates:
insightful questions and steps, special
verses, and examples from the DVD's
Wednesdays beginning
six sections. Please contact Dori
July 1st
McManus if you have any questions at
7:00 – 8:30 pm
(203) 788-1977 or at
July 1st
dorimcmanus@snet.net
July 15th
July 29th
To order your book and workbook you
August 5th
can click on the attached link. http://
www.christianbook.com/what-happens- August 26th
September 2nd
when-women-book-workbook/lysaterkeurst/pd/929928?event=CPOF

E

† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury. Please consider
helping out in this vital ministry. Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley
for more info.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“As the Lord spoke to me, the spirit entered me and set me on my feet, and I heard the
one who was speaking say to me, ‘Son of man, I am sending
you…’” (Ezekiel 2:2-3)

G

od asks each of us to do some special work for Him. He
gives us the resources we need to do His work. However,
do we listen to God when He calls? Do we get up on our feet and
give our talent to do the work He asks of us? Remember, God
doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called.

Save-the-Date
Parish Picnic
Sunday, July 19—Noon
At the private beach
of Buni & Paul
Kovacs – 805 Candlewood Lake Road
South in New Milford
The church will provide hot dogs &
hamburgers and beverages.
We kindly ask
that guests
bring an appetizer,
salad or dessert to share.
Swimming in Candlewood
Lake. Parents responsible for
their children as there is no
lifeguard.
General Convention Ends Tomorrow
Officially General Convention runs through July 3 in Salt Lake City. Here are some links to
keep you informed.
ECCT's GC78 pages: Includes list of CT people, CT reporting, and links
Official General Convention pages - includes official resolution text
GC Media Hub: Livestreaming worship, legislative sessions
#GC78: the hashtag to follow the action
Photos on ECCT's flickr page, link here to see them all.
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† Transforming Saints of God
July 2nd

Walter Rauschenbusch, 1918
Washington Gladden, 1918
Jacob Riis, 1914
Prophetic Witnesses

B

orn the son of a German preacher in upstate New York, Walter
Rauschenbusch’s childhood was steeped in traditional Protestant
doctrine and biblical literalism. While attending Rochester Theological
Seminary, he came to believe that Jesus died “to substitute love for
selfishness as the basis of human society.” For Rauschenbusch, the
Kingdom of God was “not a matter of getting individuals to heaven, but of
transforming life on earth into the harmony of heaven.”
In works such as Theology for the Social Gospel (1917),
Rauschenbusch enumerated the “social sins” which Jesus bore on the cross,
including the combination of greed and political power, militarism, and class contempt. In
1892, he and some friends formed the Brotherhood of the Kingdom, a
group whose mission was to open the eyes of the church to the reality of
the Kingdom of God on earth. Like Rauschenbusch, Washington
Gladden’s ministry was dedicated to the realization of the Kingdom of
God in this world. Gladden was the acting religious editor of the New
York Independent, in which he exposed corruption in the New York
political system. Gladden was the first American clergyman to approve of
and support labor unions. In his capacity as Vice President of the
American Missionary Association, he traveled to Atlanta where he met
W.E.B. Dubois and he became an early opponent of segregation.
Though not a pastor like Rauschenbusch and Gladden, Jacob Riis’s “muckraker”
journalism did much to awaken the nation to the plight of the urban poor. Born in Denmark
in 1849, Riis arrived in New York City in 1870 as multitudes of
immigrants flooded the city seeking work following the devastation of the
Civil War. Riis found a job as a police reporter for the New York
Tribune, and his work took him to the poorest, most crime-ridden parts of
the city. Teaching himself photography, he combined word and image to
display the devastating effects of poverty and crime on so many in New
York. His work led future President Theodore Roosevelt, then City
Police Commissioner, to close down the police-run poor houses in which
Riis had struggled during his first months in New York.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers and guests
by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I
have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† Work Principles from King David - Principle # 3
Be patient in the waiting room.
hen David was anointed to be the king by Samuel, he might have expected a
coronation ceremony to follow quickly thereafter. But it didn’t work out that
way. Did you know that from the time Samuel anointed him king until he was on the throne
was about 15 years?
He was anointed by God’s prophet in obedience to God’s instructions, so in God’s sight,
David was the king from the day he was anointed. But he had to wait for God’s timing
before he actually took the throne, and it was a long wait.
As you study the life of David, you have to admire his patience during this
waiting period. He seemed to accept it with incredible grace and contentment,
convinced that God would work His purpose for his life at the right time.
Have you ever spent much time in God’s waiting room? Did you wait
patiently for God, or were you irritable and fearful and maybe even angry? It
seems to be one of my most difficult lessons to learn - to wait patiently for the
Lord and trust His timing.
From these years of waiting, David gave us some beautiful words of
encouragement. In Psalm 37:7 we read: Be still before the Lord and wait
patiently for him; do not fret when men succeed in their ways, when they carry
out their wicked schemes.
I’ve done my share of fretting over others who seem to be succeeding in
their wicked ways, how about you? David certainly was speaking from
experience, as much of his waiting time was spent as a fugitive, running for his
life from King Saul. But from that he gives us great encouragement.
So, when your patience is running low and you think God is just moving
too slowly, remember David. He waited 15 years for the job God promised
him, and he waited patiently. He wrote in Psalm 40: I waited patiently for the
Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out
of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to
stand.
The same God who worked on David’s behalf during that long waiting period is the God
who will work on your behalf. Trust Him–He is a trustworthy God.

W

by Mary Whelchel, Founder of The Christian Working Woman

M

ark’s Gospel says Jesus ordered the disciples to
take nothing for their journey - no bread, no
bag, no money, no extra clothes, etc. What a venture of
trust in God and other people He was asking them to
begin! Our commitment to the faithful stewardship of all
we have been given should seem a small tack in comparison

† High School / College Class

J

ohn and Bev Carr are facilitating a six
week series of classes called 'Walking
with Confidence and Authority in Jesus
Christ." The class is being offered to high
school and college aged students and will take
place from 9:15-10:15 am in the Tuck Room.
We hope that you will take part in and enjoy
this amazing opportunity. If you have any
further questions, please don't hesitate to
contact Patrick or Nicole O'Connors.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
July 4th

Independence Day

P

roper Psalms, Lessons, and Prayers were first appointed for this national observance
in the Proposed Prayer Book of 1786. They were deleted, however, by the General
Convention of 1789, primarily as a result of the intervention of Bishop William White.
Though himself a supporter of the American Revolution, he felt
that the required observance was inappropriate, since the majority
of the Church’s clergy had, in fact, been
loyal to the British crown.
Writing about the Convention which
had called for the observance of the day
throughout “this Church, on the fourth
of July, for ever,” White said, “The
members of the convention seem to
have thought themselves so established
in their station of ecclesiastical
legislators, that they might expect of the many clergy who had
been averse to the American revolution the adoption of this
service; although, by the use of it, they must make an implied
acknowledgment of their error, in an address to Almighty God ...
The greater stress is laid on this matter because of the notorious
fact, that the majority of the clergy could not have used the
service, without subjecting themselves to ridicule and censure.
For the author’s part, having no hindrance of this sort, he
contented himself with having opposed the measure, and kept the
day from respect to the requisition of the convention; but could
never hear of its being kept, in above two or three places beside
Philadelphia.” It was not until the revision of 1928 that provision
was again made for the liturgical observance of the day.
The St. Paul’s Wellness Ministry Announces a New Fitness Class

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday evenings 7 – 9 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are
you looking for a way to help maintain what you
have already built? If so, please join us for Saint
Paul's first Boot Camp class! All fitness levels &
adult ages (18 & up) are welcome. Bring a friend if
you would like!
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied
to keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a varied, challenging
workout at YOUR fitness level. Increase your strength, flexibility, cardiovascular
endurance, balance & agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Sign ups required for planning purposes. Questions? Contact Mary Perry
(maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com /
704-609-6502).
Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† Mt. Major Blueberry Pie
Directions:
Ingredients:
2 baked pie shells
1 c. blueberries
1 c. sugar
¾ c. water
1 T. cornstarch
2 T. flour
A little water
4 c. blueberries
Squeeze of lemon juice
Whipped cream or vanilla ice
cream

Bring to a boil 1 cup of blueberries, sugar and water. Mix the cornstarch
and flour with enough water to eliminate lumps. Add this mixture to the
blueberry/sugar mixture in the pan. Cook for 5 minutes. Remove from
heat and add in the
remaining 4 cups of
blueberries and a squeeze of
lemon juice. Pour into the
baked pie shells. Serve
with whipped cream or
vanilla ice cream.
(Editor’s note: I always add
more than 4 cups of
blueberries.)

Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

† Happy Birthday to You!

S

andra Chengeri celebrates today! Friday is the big day for Joyce Emmett. Amy
Beck will be opening presents on Saturday. Sing “Happy Birthday” to Polly
Sorrentino on Sunday. Christopher Perry, Emily Perry & Jennifer Perry will be
blowing out candles on Tuesday. John Keenan, Kyle Crocker & Reyna Sampson
will be another year older and wiser on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† Immersion Baptism

Y

esterday, July 1st, Jack Collins was
baptized at Kent Falls by Fr. Joe.
Jack’s children, Thayer and Sylvie, were
proud witnesses of their Dad’s big day.

S

† Attention All Parents!

unday school is being offered all summer.
Volunteers are needed for nursery, music and other
fun options. We will be focusing on The Attributes of God.
Please contact Tara Shepley at Tbshepley@gmail.com.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
An Expanded Mission
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
n our first lesson we hear the culmination of the narrative charting the rise of David.
David has already been anointed king of the southern tribes, but these
actions in Judah carry no weight among the northern tribes of Israel. Now
the tribes of Israel come to David at Hebron to form an alliance, entering
Mark 6:1-13
into a covenant and anointing David their “shepherd-king.” David will go
"The reference to "son of
on to capture Jerusalem and will rule the united kingdom of Judah and
Israel from that city, now called the city of David. God’s providential care
Mary," with no mention of
for Israel is manifested through David, God’s chosen instrument.
Psalm 48
his father would not so
A celebration of God’s providential care and defense of Mount Zion and
the holy temple.
subtly remind everyone of
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
In this epistle lesson Paul tells of both exaltation and infirmity, and the
the shaming gossip about
discovery of a strength that comes through weakness. The Corinthians
Mary being pregnant before
wanted to boast of their revelations and visions. Well, Paul knows a man
(he means himself) who once had an ecstatic experience. God has,
getting married. And who
however, revealed something still more important to him: that the divine
power comes to its full strength when acting through human frailty.
would believe the story that
Mark 6:1-13
In our gospel story Jesus returns to his hometown and finds suspicion
Mary tells about who the
and lack of faith. He can do no mighty works in such a climate. The
passage reminds us that God’s action is often clothed in the commonplace.
real father is?"
Though rejected, Jesus perseveres and expands his ministry, commissioning
his disciples by twos and sending them out to the surrounding villages to
preach and to heal. They are to travel in radical dependence upon God, making little
provision for their own maintenance or well-being

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

D

ivine Friendship. God wants to be our friend,
will you be his? To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

My Country “Tis of Thee
O Christ, the Word Incarnate
How Firm a Foundation, Ye Saints of the Lord
Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim

“My Country, 'Tis of Thee”
"My Country, 'Tis of Thee", also known as "America", is an American patriotic song,
whose lyrics were written by Samuel Francis Smith. The melody used is the same as that of
the national anthem of the United Kingdom, "God Save the Queen", arranged by Thomas
Arne. The song served as one of the de facto national anthems of the United States (along
with songs like "Hail, Columbia") before the adoption
of "The Star-Spangled Banner" as the official anthem
in 1931.
Samuel Francis Smith wrote the lyrics to "My
Country 'Tis of Thee" in 1831, while a student at the
Andover Theological Seminary in Andover,
Massachusetts. His friend Lowell Mason had asked
him to translate the lyrics in some German school
songbooks or to write new lyrics. A melody in Muzio
Clementi's Symphony No. 3 caught his attention.
Rather than translating the lyrics from German, Smith
wrote his own American patriotic hymn to the
melody, completing the lyrics in thirty minutes.
Smith gave Mason the lyrics he had written and
the song was first performed in public on July 4,
1831, at a children's Independence Day celebration at
Park Street Church in Boston. First publication of
"America" was in 1832.

For more
info on this
memorable
trip talk
with Pam
or David
Szen

† Start Spreading the News!

“G

od has equipped us with his Holy Spirit simply to
tell our own story---the good, the bad, and the real.
The best part is no one can argue with us. It's our story. And
when others realize you don't need a degree in evangelism,
they become empowered to tell their own God-story. It's not that complicated. Maybe the
early church thrived because they didn't pay people to be the professional 'church people'--they all were 'it.”
- Thom Schultz, Why Nobody Wants to Be Around Christians Anymore: And How 4 Acts
of Love Will Make Your Faith Magnetic
10

I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..St. Paul’s, Plainfield; Church of Our Saviour, Plainville; Christ Church, Pomfret;
Trinity, Portland.
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…...Military chaplains, for the men and women who serve our country.
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Lorraine Estok, John
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
…..General Convention of The Episcopal Church, which is meeting
through July 3 in Salt Lake City
…..the people of Kyrgyzstan; the people of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia;
and our sister and brother members of the Presbyterian Church in Canada.
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect of the Episcopal Church.
…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook, F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of July.
…..Belarus, for church leaders, who work under tight governmental restrictions.
…..Samaritan Health Center, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership; in the spirit of
Christian service and medical excellence, Samaritan Health Center is a nonprofit providing
free health care to children living in greater Danbury who lack health insurance and whose
families meet certain financial guidelines. It is the only free pediatrics clinic in Connecticut.
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog.
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get
movement in his left leg and arm.
…..Liam, age 4, recovery from recent surgery, for miracle healing and strength.
…..Regina, recovery from esophagus surgery; for her & her family’s strength and love.
…..Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving radiation and
chemotherapy.
…..Rose Barrett & Bonnie Wanzer, quick healing and comfort.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
FreeIndeed
Every year on July 4th we
get together and celebrate
our nation's independence.
But in John 8:31-36, Jesus
talks of a different
freedom. One that can
only be found in Him.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

J

ust sit right back and you'll hear a tale,
A tale of a fateful trip
That started from this tropic port
Aboard this tiny ship.
The mate was a mighty sailing man,
The skipper brave and sure.
Five passengers set sail that day
For a three hour tour, a three hour tour.

Not Quite Gilligan’s Island
Last Monday afternoon, Paul & Buni Kovacs, invited Fr. Joe &
Tara and Pam Szen over to their home on the pretense of
scouting out their yard and beach in advance of our parish picnic
on Sunday July 19th. In actuality they ended up going for a boat
ride, had lunch and a tour of the islands in Candlewood Lake.
“Skipper” Kovacs did let his “mate,” Fr. Joe try his hand at the
helm and luckily for us “If not for the courage of the fearless
crew, the Minnow would be lost!”

Click on the video
above to relive the
Gilligan’s Island
theme song!

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

K

aroline Barrett, Dorothy
Crocker, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring,
Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors, Mary Perry,
Kirsten Peterson, Joe Shepley, Sarah
Shepley,
Tara
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen,
Bonnie
Wanzer &
Gail
Winkley.
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