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† We Preach Christ
“We preach Jesus Christ...a stumbling block."
(1 Corinthians 1:23)
)
Dear Friends,

W

e preach Christ at St. Paul's, a subject
controversial enough, for Christ divides
as the necessary path to unifying His own. The
temptation to become political is ever before
us in our Christian communication, yet we do well to consider the larger
theater of God's call upon us.
As a recent secular commentator pointed out,
referring critically to the politicization of
modern discourse, "They see nothing
but politics, but politics is tiny.
Politics applies only to society. There
is a huge metaphysical realm out there
that involves the eternal principles of
life and death."
We have a weighty task before us of reaching
this post-modern age of rampant unbelief. As
important as politics may be, let us not get sidelined
and distracted with things that are passing away. For we have been entrusted
with an eternal message of hope, power and transformation, and one that is
sure to bring life out of death by God's
voice alone. As Gospel people, we are to
be all about the bigger picture of our
Savior's loving promises. Keep the faith.
Share the faith. Live the faith.
In Christ Alone,

T

he first
Sunday of
each month St.
Paul’s has a
presence at the
Elephant’s Trunk
Flea Market in New
Milford. Our
summer time
evangelism efforts
have been well
received and have
been guided by Bob
Cutting along with
several members of
our prayer teams.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Aug 6

Click Below to

The Transfiguration

-

7:30 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, Aug 8
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, Aug 9
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
Tue, Aug 11 - 7:00 pm
Wed, Aug 12 - 10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
Thu, Aug 13 - 1:00 pm
Sat, Aug 15
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, Aug 16 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Parish Office
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
House of Prayer, Sanctuary
11th Sunday after Pentecost
- Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
- Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
- Summer Sunday School, Guild Room
- Contemporary Holy Communion
- Boot Camp, Meadow
- Holy Communion I & Healing
- Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
- Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
- Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
St. Mary, the Virgin
- Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
- PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
- House of Prayer, Sanctuary

12th Sunday after Pentecost
-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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Rising Light is now
on Facebook.

A weekly column

Click HERE to
join.

by Sarah Shepley

A

new blockbuster film which I enjoyed was Inside Out. If you are not familiar with
it, it follows the emotions of a preteen girl as she experiences the ups and downs of
moving half way across the country. The different emotions battle
to take hold of the switches on the control panel inside her
head. Often chaos ensues and causes the girl to react
adversely to others or to a situation. We, too, have
emotions running loose in our minds, but we shouldn’t let them
take control of our actions. Jesus should be at our control
panel. Our emotions tend to have a mind of their own,
but when Jesus has full control over our thoughts, he
guides them. If we call on Jesus to take control of our
emotions, then He will guide our words and actions so
that we can exude His love towards others.
Proverbs 19:21
[There are] many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless
the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand.
Proverbs 16:9
A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.
2 Corinthians 10:55
We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and
take every thought captive to obey Christ.

“...B

e kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another as God
in Christ has forgiven you.
Therefore, be imitators of God as beloved
children, and live in love as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.” How do we “show forth in
our daily lives” our gratitude and thanks for this
greatest of freely - given gifts?

T

he Ladies Evening Bible Study is exploring a six week
study, What Happens When Women Say Yes to God. In
this exciting, interactive workbook for Lysa TerKeurst's DVD
series based on her popular book What
Happens When Women Say Yes to God,
Remaining
women personally explore God's joy
Bible Study Time and
Dates:
and purpose for their lives through
insightful questions and steps, special
verses, and examples from the DVD's
Wednesdays from
six sections. Please contact Dori
7:00 – 8:30 pm
McManus if you have any questions at
August 26th
(203) 788-1977 or at
September 2nd
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T

4

hey’re back!
Stay tuned
for details.

† World Vision: Building a Better World for Children

O

ne of the many missions St. Paul’s supports is World Vision. World Vision is a
Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families,
and their communities to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and
injustice. Founded in 1950, World Vision currently helps over 4 million children in nearly
100 countries. The organization provides emergency assistance to children and families
affected by disasters and conflict, partners with communities for long-term solutions to
alleviate poverty, and advocates for justice on behalf of the poor. Several St. Paul’s
parishioners and home groups are currently supporting children. For more information,
please go to worldvision.org.
- Cigdem Usekes

† This Date on the Church Calendar
August 6th

T

The Transfiguration of Our Lord

he Transfiguration is not to be understood only as a spiritual experience of Jesus
while at prayer, which three chosen disciples, Peter, James, and John, were
permitted to witness. It is one of a series of supernatural manifestations, by which God
authenticated Jesus as his Son. It is at one with the appearance of the angels at the birth and
at his resurrection, and with the descent of the Spirit at Jesus’ baptism. Matthew records the
voice from heaven saying, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased;
listen to him” (Matthew 17:5). Briefly the veil is drawn aside, and a chosen few are
permitted to see Jesus, not only as the earth-born son of Mary, but as the eternal Son of God.
Moses and Elijah witness to Jesus as the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. In Luke’s
account of the event, they speak of the “exodus” which Jesus is to accomplish at Jerusalem.
A cloud, a sign of divine presence, envelops the disciples, and a heavenly voice proclaims
Jesus to be the Son of God.
Immediately thereafter Jesus announces to Peter,
James, and John the imminence of his death. As Paul was
later to say of Jesus, “Though he was in the form of God,
he did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, and was
born in human likeness. And, being found in human
form, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6–8).
The Feast of the Transfiguration is held in the highest
esteem by the Eastern Churches. The figure of the
transfigured Christ is regarded as a foreshadowing of the
Risen and Ascended Lord. The festival, however, was
only accepted into the Roman calendar on the eve of the
Reformation, and for that reason was not included in the
reformed calendar of the English Church. Since its
inclusion in the American revision of 1892, it has been
taken into most modern Anglican calendars.
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† Rise and Pray

by Steve Hemming

“Then He said to them, “Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into
temptation.”
Luke 22:46

T

his morning, I was barely awake, yet I distinctly heard in my spirit, “Rise, and
pray.” It was very early, and still dark outside. I could even see the full moon
through my bedroom window. Regardless, I heeded the words spoken to my heart, got up
and prayed.
A few weeks ago, I heard these same three words in the middle of the night. I looked up
“rise and pray” in the Bible and found them in the Luke passage above. Even though our
Lord Jesus Christ spoke this scripture passage to Peter,
James, and John in the Garden of Gethsemane on
the night He was betrayed, they are applicable to
my life now with regards to my morning prayer
time.
For many years I have woken up early
almost every day, and on most occasions
have promptly gotten out of bed to pray.
But lately, I haven’t been that consistent. I
have been allowing the temptation to catch
another forty winks deter me from praying
as the Spirit leads. While it is easy for all of
us to succumb to the lie, “I’m too tired to pray”
and fall back asleep just like the disciples in did when
they were in Gethsemane with Jesus, we need to “wake up”
and heed the Lord’s call to “watch and pray” (Matthew 26:41). It was our Lord Jesus who
demonstrated that spending time with our Father first thing in the morning will prepare us
for the day that lies ahead; “Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight,
He went out and departed to a solitary place; and there He prayed.” (Mark 1:35)
Getting back to this morning, I felt strongly compelled to pray for my workday ahead,
especially for my coworkers and the customers we were going to serve. In particular, I was
led to ask God for confidence for my coworker Andy, who has been questioning his abilities
and value as of late.
From the moment I arrived at work it became obvious why I was directed to pray for this
day at WPI. We had many events in several locations, a very busy day ahead of us, and
right from the get-go, the equipment was failing everywhere; in our event locations and in
our classrooms as well. However, despite what was transpiring before our very eyes, God
gave us the guidance and grace necessary to miraculously get everything up quickly and
functioning properly.
I came in early to attend to the needs of a
large group of external guests who were holding
their very first conference on campus. I couldn’t
get the sound system to work no matter what I
tried. I momentarily hid myself behind the large
projection screen, asked the Lord for help and
thanked Him for wisdom to find a solution.
Within seconds of my prayer, I was able to detect
what was wrong, and after making a few simple
adjustments, voila, the sound was now working
just fine! And my coworker Andy had the
wherewithal to be able to fix very complex
projection system issues in two different
locations that he never encountered before. I
rejoiced in the Lord as I saw Andy beaming with
the biggest grin I’ve ever seen on him.
(Continued on page 9)
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† Work Principles from King David - Principle # 7
We all need help and encouragement.

H

ave you ever tried to be the Lone Ranger and do everything on your own, refusing
to accept or seek help from others. Sometimes we get the mistaken idea
that we have to prove we are able to do it ourselves! Reminds me of
children at ages 2 and 3 who are discovering their independence, and
some of their first sentences are "I can do it myself!"
None of us can do it ourselves. We need the Lord, and we
need each other. The Body of Christ is designed to be a support
system for believers, where we encourage and help each other as
needed. In looking at the life of King David, another principle
we learn is that we all
need help and
encouragement.
Shortly after David was
catapulted into fame because he killed Goliath,
Jonathan and he became best friends. It was an
unlikely friendship, since Jonathan was the son
of Saul and by all accounts, should have been
considered next in line to the throne. Yet he and
David became one in spirit and they made a
covenant to be there for each other.
The friendship of David and Jonathan is
legendary. What a
wonderful gift at just the right moment. David needed a good
friend. His brothers weren’t going to fill that role for him; that was
obvious in the way they treated him when he faced Goliath. He
needed someone he could completely trust; a confidant and
counselor.
Even though David was strong and brave and successful, he still
needed a friend. We all need friends. God created us to need each
other. He intends for us to support each other and be there for each
other. Friendships are a gift from God.
Proverbs 27:17 says, “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens
another.” Friendships should make us better. Do you have friends
who inspire you to do more and be more? Who encourage you and
cheer you on? Are you that kind of friend to others?
If you’re trying to be the Lone Ranger, or perhaps shyness or
fear keeps you from forming close friendships, I would strongly
urge you to pray that God will help you break that pattern and bring
one close good friend into your life. Not just anyone, but someone
who will spur you on in your faith journey, one who will lift you up
not bring you down.
And remember, if we want to have a friend, we must be a
friend. We reap what we sow, so if you need a friend, sow
friendship in the life of someone else. Give your time and love and
help to someone else, and it will come back to you.
No matter how busy we are or how strong we are or how
successful we are or how independent we are, we all need help and
encouragement, just like David did.
by Mary Whelchel, Founder of The Christian Working Woman

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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CLASSROOM
Safety is of
the utmost
importance.
The doors to
the construction zone will
be locked during the work.
Please do
not contact
the construction crew, nor
attempt to enter the site at
any time.
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† Coming Soon to a Classroom
Near You: Air Conditioning

WING
Renovations

(Continued from page 6)

Rise and Pray

My coworkers and I were able to resolve every single technical glitch we faced
throughout the day. But I do not believe for a moment that it was solely our skills that got
things working. It was God who gave us the inspiration that was needed, and He deserves
all the honor, glory, and praise!
After witnessing victory after victory God gave us today with my own eyes, I have
reawakened to the value and necessity of rising early to pray. And with all that is going on
around us in this present day and age, it is high time for us to awake out of sleep; for now
our salvation is nearer than when we first believed (Romans 13:11). And it is the disciple
Peter, who fell asleep on Jesus in the garden who wrote, “the end of all things is at hand;
therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.” (1 Peter 4:7) From now on, I’m going to
approach my morning prayer time more seriously. Will you join me in seeking the Lord
first each and every new morning?

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Lynne says,
“Happiness is...
PraiseMoves!”

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at
10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions at
maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and
Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Scholarly Speaking
A Study in Scandal
[This was written for last week’s Sword, but accidentally did not get sent –WDL+]

A

t Wednesday July 29th morning’s mass we celebrated Mary, Martha, and Lazarus
of Bethany with an Old Testament reading from Ruth (for once I really cannot see
why this reading was chosen for this occasion) that tells of her first meeting with Boaz who
later became her husband, and with her the ancestor of David and of Jesus. I soon put aside
my speculations on the reason for the reading, and turned instead to thinking of the
genealogy as a whole. It is often remarked that Matthew’s record of Jesus’ ancestry (unlike
other Biblical genealogies) includes four females (in addition to Mary), and every one of
these has some degree of scandal associated with her.
The first of these is Tamar (Matt. 1:3), and her story as told in Genesis is a classic
example of doing the wrong thing for the right reason. She
was married to Judah’s oldest son, who died leaving her
childless. The second son balked at giving her a child, and
Judah urged her to wait until his youngest son came of age.
Nothing happened and eventually Tamar, dressed as a
prostitute, tricked Judah into having sex with her eventually
producing twins. When he hears her story, Judah admits that
she was more righteous than he.
Next comes Rahab whose story is found in Joshua where
she is specifically identified as a prostitute in Jericho
who protected the Hebrew spies whom Joshua sent ahead of his invading army.
Matthew identifies her as the wife of Salmon (who is named in Ruth as Boaz’s
father) but the two are not linked in any Old Testament source. * Nonetheless, this
is the only Rahab who is sufficiently prominent to be at all likely to be named here.
Ruth’s history (though written in the form of a short story) is found in her
eponymous book and there are several points to note: She was a foreigner from
Moab (though not totally unrelated, the Moabites were descended from Lot) and
the two peoples were not particularly friendly. Like Tamar she had been left
childless and a widow and, with some help from her mother-in-law, she too
aggressively set out to remedy the situation. When she ‘uncovers his feet’ (Ruth
3:4,7) the Hebrew phrase implies that she initiated some degree of sexual activity.
Unlike Tamar’s situation, however, he was free to marry her and soon did so.
Finally we come to ‘the wife of Uriah’ (Matthew obviously deems Bathsheba too
scandalous to even mention her by name) and her affair with David. This relationship was
unambiguously adulterous† and while Nathan the prophet places the primary blame on
David the account leave little doubt that she was a willing participant
and may very well have timed her bath to be provocative. It should be
noted that although the first child dies for the sin of his parents, their
next child, Solomon, is highly favored by God, and continues our
Lord’s ancestral line.
What then can we make of all this. Clearly God is not overly
picky about Christ’s ancestry; Jesus came to save sinners, and he
came with more than a little help from those he came to save. But as
Nathan told David, “The Lord has put away your sin” and that
forgiveness seems to have been equally part of the process that lead to
the Incarnation.

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

* Except for omission of the women Matthew’s whole genealogy from
Perez (Tamar’s son) to David is drawn directly from Ruth 4:18-22 and
simply does not have anywhere near enough generations to cover the 600
or so years from the time of Judah and Tamar to the birth of David.
Clearly Mathew (and his sources) have shortened at least this part of the
list.
† The old double standard was common at that time, but it did not
condone even single men (and David had several wives already) carrying
on with a married woman.

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, Joshua, starting Tuesday,
September, 8th at 9:15 in the Guild Room.

F

or
centuries
God promised to
give the land of
Canaan to the
family of
Abraham. With
the seasoned
commander
Joshua as His
general, the Lord
leads His army to
take possession
of its inheritance.
This Bible study on the book of Joshua examines the unforgettable lessons God
taught His people about Himself and what it means to be a citizen of His Kingdom. Click here for more info.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am.
Please register by August 18th, by calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 3126992 or debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

† Jericho’s Good Samaritan Center Needs Male Mentors

Do you have an hour a week to help enrich the life of a Discipleship House resident or
shelter guest at Jericho’s Good Samaritan Center? They need good Christian men to serve
as volunteer mentors with those who are served there. Even though the commitment is
only an hour a week, it is an important role that will provide support to someone who really needs it, as well as providing an important link to the community once they leave Good
Samaritan Mission. Interested? Call Donna at 203-748-4764, ext. 202 for more details.

† Happy Birthday to You!

K

ate Yurcisin celebrates today! Friday is the big
day for Steven Kast. Christopher Hodge will be
opening presents on Saturday. Christopher Burr & Bishop
Laura Ahrens will be blowing out candles on Sunday. Throw
a party on Wednesday for Addison Koniecki, Dorothy
Crocker & Patrick O’Connors. Have a blessed day
everyone!

T

he Rector's Forum.
meets Sundays, from
9:30-10:15 in the Guild
Room, Fr. Joe leads a class
on the Apostles' Creed.
Come join us and discover
why we
believe and
say what we
do as
Christians.

E

† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month,
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House
in Danbury. Please consider helping out in
this vital ministry. Contact Barbara
DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.
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† Peach Cobbler
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
Combine the peaches, 1 cup sugar,
Ingredients:
4 cups peeled, sliced peaches and water in a saucepan and mix well.
Bring to a boil and simmer for 10
2 cups sugar, divided
minutes. Remove from the heat. Put
1/2 cup water
the butter in a 3-quart baking dish
8 tablespoons butter
and place in oven to melt. Mix
1 1/2 cups self-rising flour
remaining 1 cup sugar, flour, and
1 1/2 cups milk
milk slowly to prevent clumping. Pour mixture over
melted butter. Do not stir. Spoon fruit on top, gently pouring in
syrup. Sprinkle top with ground cinnamon, if using. Batter will rise to top
during baking. Bake for 30 to 45 minutes. To serve, scoop onto a plate and
serve with your choice of whipped cream or vanilla ice cream.
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

† Start Spreading the News!

“I

f the apostles reminded even Paul himself to remember
the poor (Galatians 2:10), then surely the rest of us
need such a reminder.”
- Russell Moore, Adopted for Life: The Priority of Adoption for
Christian Families and Churches

† Hearts to Hands Needs:
- Energy efficient window air conditioner for
elderly person.
- Meals needed for parishioner finally coming
home from rehab! Welcome home Rose, can’t wait to see you!
Please contact Dorothy Crocker, 860-355-5672, if you can assist
with either of these needs.

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday evenings 7 – 9 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are you looking for a way to
help maintain what you have already built? If so, please
join us for Saint Paul's Boot Camp class! All fitness
levels & adult ages (18 & up) are welcome. Bring a
friend if you would like!
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied
to keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a
varied, challenging workout at YOUR fitness level. Increase
your strength, flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Sign ups required for planning purposes. Questions? Contact Mary Perry
(maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com /
704-609-6502).
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Get up and eat, else the journey will be too
long for you!”
(1 Kings 19:7)

J

esus knew that the stewardship journey
would be difficult, so He gave us the
nourishment of the Eucharist. When we take
time to join our sacrifices with the sacrifice of
the Mass, we find the strength to give and joy
in our giving.

† Mission in a Minute

Community Coffeehouse

A

s the Community Coffeehouse (http://www.communitycoffeehouse.org/)
starts its 25th year, we are grateful for the years of support
the St. Paul’s Mission Committee has given us. What is the Coffeehouse?
Once a month, the Community Coffeehouse sponsors a concert with a
Christian artist(s) who shares their music, their stories and their walk with
Christ. The space where the Coffeehouse is held is the Community of the
Cross Chapel, an intimate, 150 seat venue located at 7 Madison Avenue in
Danbury. The evenings are entertaining and uplifting. Each ticket includes
free refreshments and the opportunity to meet the artist after the concert.
But, on some nights, God is at work in deeper ways - some known to us
and others not. We’ve heard stories of broken people finding healing, people
struggling with their faith being encouraged, and even recently, someone
choosing life rather than suicide because of the ministry of the Coffeehouse
volunteers along with the words and stories offered from the stage.
The intimacy of the venue makes for very special concerts. Over the last several years,
we began doing video recordings of
the nights and posting to https://
www.youtube.com/user/creatorarts.
The Coffeehouse is now ministering
to people around the world via the
internet. To date we are at ~1.5
million views.
Many people from St. Paul’s have
enjoyed attending the Coffeehouse. If
you have wanted to and needed a little
encouragement to do so, I’d like to
make a special offer for our next
concert on September 26 featuring
Love and The Outcome, a husband
and wife duo. Go to http://
www.communitycoffeehouse.org/
schedule/, click on the ticket link and
use the promo code “STPAULS” and
get $5 off your ticket(s). Consider
doing it as a small group outing, as a
date night for couples, or a place to
meet new people and enjoy a night
out.
Thank you, St. Paul’s, for all the
support.
- Chris Barrett
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“T

his is my Son, my Chosen; listen to Him!”
Jesus’ teachings provide us with all the lessons
we need to live faithful, honest, and productive lives - also as
God’s “chosen” At Baptism, the cross is sealed on our
foreheads, and we are “marked as Christ’s own forever.”
Stewardship is about how we respond to that freely given
gift of grace, and how we offer thanks with grateful hearts
and lives to the God who gives us all.

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Breathe on Me, Breath of God
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Amazing Grace

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

“L

et all mortal flesh keep silence” is one of the earliest Christian hymns still in
common usage. Its roots date to the fourth century and is based on the Greek
text “Prayer of the Cherubic Hymn” in the Liturgy of St. James.
According to hymnologist Albert Bailey, the ancient Liturgy of St. James originated
with the Church at Jerusalem and is sometimes called the Liturgy at Jerusalem. Originally
it was thought to have been the work of James the Lesser, the brother of Jesus, but now
seems to have been created under Cyril of Jerusalem c. 347 and was later amplified.
Dr. Bailey explains the context of the original hymn: “In performance this
liturgy leads up to the celebration of the Eucharist, our Communion. Since the
Eucharist was an awesome rite in which, according to universal ancient belief,
Christ was actually present under the guise of bread and wine, it should be
approached only after due spiritual preparation.”
The celebrant would say the following Preface during the Eucharistic liturgy,
setting the context for the hymn: “We remember the sky, the earth and the sea,
the sun and the moon, the stars and all creation both rational and irrational, the
angels and archangels, powers, mights, dominations, principalities, thrones, the
many-eyed Cherubim who say those words of David: ‘Praise the Lord with me.’
We remember the Seraphim, whom Isaias saw in spirit standing around the
throne of God, who with two wings cover their faces, with two their feet and
with two fly; who say: ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth.’ We also say these
divine words of the Seraphim, so as to take part in the hymns of the heavenly
host.”
The hymn is thus imbued with the mystery of Isaiah 6 and Revelation 4 and
invites the singer to participate in the mystery of the Incarnation, a sense of
entering the Holy of Holies.

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† This Sunday’s Readings
For the Life of the World
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
n our opening lesson David orders his most trusted military commanders to crush a
coup led by Absalom, his son. He asks that ‘the young man, Absalom” be treated
gently, expressing fatherly care even when dealing with that son’s traitorous uprising.
Those who followed Absalom in rebellion are defeated in a great
slaughter, and Absalom is caught in the branches of an oak while
John 6:35, 41-51
seeking escape. In defiance of David’s wishes, Joab’s men put
Absalom to death. David, when told of Absalom’s death, grieves
But the whole point of this
deeply.
Psalm 130
passage is that while earthly bread
The psalmist calls to the merciful Lord and waits upon God
nourishes earthly life (all of which
for forgiveness and redemption.
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
will pass away), Jesus has been
In this lesson Christians are urged to conform to a new way of
sent so that we might come / see /
life which is pleasing to the Holy Spirit. They are to have a love
hear / learn / trust / eat the
like the love of Christ. All manner of evil is to be shunned.
Especially are the new converts to put away spitefulness and
bread from heaven / the true
other sins which harm the one body and grieve the Spirit with
bread that gives eternal life.
which they have been sealed in baptism. The model is none
other than a God who is revealed in the Christ who sacrificed
himself for us.
John 6:35, 41-51
In our gospel Jesus continues to teach that he is the true bread who will bring all who
have faith in him eternal life. The discussion is meant to recall the story of the Israelites
protesting and murmuring against God in the wilderness because they had no bread. But
even the manna that God gave them was only a temporary food. While Jesus seems very
ordinary to the Jews (who represent a worldly lack of faith), he offers the world both his
teaching and himself, a life-giving bread from heaven.
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† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

W

ho is your best friend? To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Peter’s, South Windsor; Epiphany, Southbury; St. Paul’s,
Southington.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Liturgical assistants serving in parishes: lectors, lay readers,
Eucharistic ministers, Eucharistic visitors, lay evangelists.
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose
Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos,
continued healing.
.....the people of Nicaragua; the people of the United Arab
Emirates; and our sister and brother members of the Congregational Federation (United
Kingdom).
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
.....Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect of the Episcopal Church.
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of August.
.....Malaysia, that more Malays will be open to the gospel.
.....Christ the Shepherd Presbyterian Church, a congregational partner of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get
movement in his left leg and arm.
.....Liam, age 4, recovery from recent surgery, for miracle healing and strength.
.....Regina, recovery from esophagus surgery; for her & her family’s strength and love.
.....Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving radiation and
chemotherapy.
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff,
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery.
.....Tom Tucker, pain-free shoulder surgery rehab.
.....Phyllis Baskett, strength and a quick return to church.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Matt's Story: Baseball
Player’s Shameful Secret is
Exposed and His Life
Restored
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Friends of St. Francis.
Close encounters of the Canine kind: Liana knows what
she wants and she wants a kiss from Sir Arthur!

Sir Arthur’s Recommendation
Sir Arthur suggest that you watch his
favorite therapy-dog video...

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

C

hris Barrett, Dorothy Crocker,
Bob Cutting, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring,
Dori McManus, Rachel Melody, Beth
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary Perry, Kirsten
Peterson,
Debi
Pomeroy, Bill
Schrull, Joe
Shepley,
Sarah
Shepley, Sir
Arthur, Tara
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen &
Cigdem
Usekes.
18

