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† How Will You Answer Fr. Joe’s Question?

I

n Father Joe’s last sermon before his sabbatical, he prayed for us that God would do a
mighty work in us as well as himself during the next six weeks - all to prepare us for
the future.
So, he posed the question to the St. Paul’s church family:
How is God calling each of us to give ourselves away to become part of something
bigger?
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The Sword of the
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A. Pierce Middleton

What might God have next for us?
How can you say Yes to God First in your Life? In what ways is He calling you to be
used by Him to serve others?
In order to help you along these upcoming weeks, at each coffee hour, there will be a
different handout/worksheet each Sunday to keep this important Question top of mind. We
can also support each other as we all step out into the new territory that God has for each of
us - individually and collectively we are part of something bigger.
If you have questions or comments, please see David Williams, Mary Perry or any
member of the Vestry - we are committed to supporting the St. Paul’s Church Family Say
Yes to God!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Aug 29

- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, Aug 30 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
Mon, Aug 31 - 7:00 pm
Tue, Sep 1
- 7:00 pm
Wed, Sep 2 - 10:00 am
7:00 pm
Thu, Sep 3
- 7:30 pm
Sat, Sep 5
- 7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, Sep 6
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

- Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
- PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
- House of Prayer, Sanctuary

14th Sunday after Pentecost
-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School, Guild Room
Contemporary Holy Communion
Praying for our Children, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Meadow
Holy Communion II & Healing
Ladies Evening Bible Study, Guild Room
Healing Team, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Click Below to

15th Sunday after Pentecost
-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School, Guild Room
Contemporary Holy Communion

St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
Sacristans for September are
Mary Allen, Dori McManus & Joyce Sarver
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The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator

† The Question?
How is God calling each of us to give ourselves away
to become part of something bigger?
Word for Week 1: Seeking His WISDOM
Word for Week 2: What is God’s CALL?

I

n Fr. Shaw’s sermon on August 23, he guided us through the first part of The Question
- The Call.
What does God’s call mean,
how does it apply to us at St. Paul’s and
how can we pray for wisdom.
He Calls us:
God’s call is a way for Him to communicate with us as a “church.”
It is sometimes an invitation, sometimes a command.
He sometimes gives us several excellent choices
We should have the confidence that we won’t
miss Him if we choose one of them. He has figured
out every option in front of us on the path and has
gone ahead of us!
He sometimes gives us a generic call - then moves
Saul - looking for his donkeys and then made
King.
He sometimes gives us a special revelation
Big sign like the burning bush!
He wants us to do something with His Call on our
lives!
With wisdom, we need to respond to what He wants
He equips us:
With Spiritual Gifts
With Natural Abilities
Learned Skills
We should Harness them all (using God’s wisdom for us) to live a life dedicated to Him.
Assignment for next few weeks - Answer these questions:
What is it about St. Paul’s Brookfield that I deeply value?
Working with our Shepherd, image myself three years from
now having been incredibly successful at doing what I value What would I be doing?
What would I have accomplished?
Prayer for the next few weeks:
Heavenly Father - guide our thoughts and minds in several
areas - what might you be calling us to do in terms of holiness
and living a life dedicated to you, - please bring to mind that
which we deeply value about St. Paul’s and bring to mind how
to move us towards that which we value, so we may be, at St.
Paul’s, a fruitful outpost for the kingdom of God.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen!
So that we get a chance to share with Father Joe our answer to his question, there will
be a special coffee hour between services on Sunday, October 4th at 9:30. Everyone can
grab a cup of coffee, and share either as a group or privately with Fr. Joe how God
worked in you over the past six weeks and how you said Yes to God!
Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers,
our visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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† Prayer Tent Events

T

he Beyond the Red
Door Ministry will
be serving with a prayer
tent and prayer servants at
the following upcoming
community events:
Monday, September 7th 10 am - Newtown Labor Day Parade Fair on the Middle School
Grounds.
Saturday, September 26th - Jericho’s Athletes of Christ Walk/Breakfast. We are
inviting the parish to register to walk and we will be there with the prayer tent - FREE
Breakfast!
Friday, October 30th - St. Paul’s Trunk or Treat. Prayer tent and Prayer Servants.
We could use prayer servants to schedule to attend, as well as volunteers to help set up/
take down. Please contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com) if you are able to support us!
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† Transforming Saints of God
August 27th

Thomas Gallaudet, 1902
Henry Winter Syle, 1890
Ministers to the Deaf

M

inistry to the deaf in the Episcopal Church begins with Thomas
Gallaudet. Without his genius and zeal for the spiritual wellbeing of deaf persons, it is improbable that a history of ministry to the deaf
in the Episcopal Church could be written. He has been called “The Apostle
to the Deaf.”
Gallaudet was born June 3, 1822, in Hartford, the eldest son of Thomas
Hopkins Gallaudet, founder of the West Hartford School for the Deaf,
whose wife, Sophia, was a deaf-mute.
After graduating from Trinity College, Hartford, Thomas announced his
intention of being confirmed and becoming a priest in the Episcopal
Church. His father prevailed upon him to postpone a final decision, and to
accept a teaching position in the New York Institution for Deaf-Mutes.
There he met and married Elizabeth Budd, a deaf-mute. Gallaudet was ordained deacon in
1850 and served his diaconate at St. Stephen’s Church, where he established a Bible class
for deaf persons.
Ordained a priest in 1851, Gallaudet became Assistant at St. Ann’s Church, where he
conceived a plan for establishing a church that would be a spiritual home for deaf people.
This became a reality the following year, with the founding of St. Ann’s Church for DeafMutes. The congregation was able to purchase a church building in 1859, and it became a
center for missionary work to the deaf. As a result of this ministry, mission congregations
were established in many cities. Gallaudet died on August 27, 1902.
One fruit of Gallaudet’s ministry was Henry Winter Syle, who had lost his hearing as the
result of scarlet fever. Educated at Trinity; St. John’s, Cambridge; and Yale (B.A. and
M.A.); Syle was a brilliant student, who persisted in his determination to
obtain an education, despite his handicap and fragile health. He was
encouraged by Gallaudet to seek Holy Orders, and, having moved to
Philadelphia, was supported by Bishop Stevens, against the opposition of
many who believed that the impairment of one of the senses was an
impediment to ordination. Syle was ordained in 1876, the first deaf
person to receive Holy Orders in this Church. In 1888, he built the first
Episcopal church constructed especially for deaf persons. He died on
January 6, 1890.

† Praying for Our Children

B

ack to school can be stressful for everyone - the change back to schedules, new
classes, new schools, new locations, new friends, etc. can impact not just the kids,
but the parents, friends, neighbors and relatives alike.
In order to support our church family (and especially our children) during this season,
we will be holding – “Praying for our Children” prayer groups on the following dates:
Monday, August 31: 7 - 8 pm.
Wednesday, September 16: 7 - 8 pm.
Monday, September 28: 7 - 8 pm
This is open to anyone who simply knows or has children of any
age (0 - adult children!).
All meetings start promptly at 7 and end at 8 pm in the Guild Room.
Please let Mary Perry know (maryperry2@me.com) if you will be
attending. If you cannot attend, please feel free to email Mary your prayer
requests to be included in the community prayer.
If there is interest, this group may continue on as a prayer/book club after this initial
series.
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† Who are You Exalting?

by Steve Hemming

“Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above
every name.”
Philippians 2:9

D

o you exalt yourself before others as a means to draw attention? Or, do you exalt
the Lord Jesus Christ in your interactions so people will be drawn to Him?
When I was young, I was attention-starved, and was driven to get people to focus on me.
I craved their approval. However, when I accepted the Lord into my heart, I realized that
life was no longer about me, but about Jesus, who now lived in me (Galatians 2:20). John
the Baptist understood the importance of magnifying
the Lord when he expressed, “He must increase, but I
must decrease.” (John 3:30)
As we live a life surrendered to the Lord, exalting
ourselves should no longer be our modus operandi. We
are to humble ourselves under His mighty hand, in order
that He may exalt us in due time (1 Peter 5:6), for God
resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble (James
4:6). God will not tolerate self-exaltation. When
Lucifer tried to exalt himself above the stars of God, he
was brought low, down to the lowest depths of the pit
(Isaiah 14:12-14). God alone is the one who should be
exalted above the heavens, and His glory above all the
earth (Psalm 57:5), for it is written, “The loftiness of man
shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be
brought low; The Lord alone will be exalted in that
day.” (Isaiah 2:17)
So, instead of trying to attract people’s attention in an effort
to boost our self-esteem and worth, I invite you to magnify the Lord with me, and let us
exalt His name together! (Psalm 34:3)
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted”
Matthew 23:12

G

od of Wisdom, we give you thanks for schools and classrooms and for the teachers
and students who fill them each day. We thank you for this new beginning, for
new books and new ideas. We thank you for sharpened pencils, pointy crayons, and
crisp blank pages waiting to be filled. We thank you for the gift of making mistakes and
trying again. Help us to remember that asking the right questions is often as
important as giving the right answers. This week we give you thanks for these
your children, and we ask you to bless them with curiosity, understanding and
respect. Give them everything they need to learn and grow this year in school and in
Sunday School. May they be guided by your love. All this we ask in the name
of Jesus, who as a child in the temple showed his longing to learn about you,
and as an adult taught by story and example your great love for us. Amen.

"W

e trust ourselves to a doctor because we suppose he knows his business. He
orders an operation which involves cutting away part of our body and we
accept it. We are grateful to him and pay him a large fee because we judge he would
not act as he does unless the remedy were necessary, and we must rely on his skill.
Yet we are unwilling to treat God in the same way! It looks as if we do not trust
His wisdom and are afraid He cannot do His job properly. We allow ourselves
to be operated on by a man who may easily make a mistake - a mistake
which may cost us our life - and protest when God sets to work on us. If
we could see all He sees we would unhesitatingly wish all He wishes."
- Fr. Jean Baptiste Saint-Jure
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“E

very generous act of giving, with every
perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father…” If this is true, does our
giving of all things - ourselves in service to
others, our financial resources to support the
church, our loving responses to those
around us - reflect God’s abundant giving, or
our more scarcity-oriented attitudes?

Contact Debbie Delaventura at (860) 350-3513
doodlehm@charter.net
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† Scholarly Speaking
What Happens at Communion? II

L

ast week we looked at the various teachings about the nature of Christ’s presence in
the Eucharist among Eastern and Roman Catholic Christians as well as the
Lutheran, Calvinist, and Zwinglian reformed Churches. All of these have the advantages of
being fairly specific and widely held in the respective groups. In contrast to this
the Church of England (and the other Anglican Churches as they developed) have
generally held to some form of Real Presence but have expressed various accounts
of its meaning.
Both before and after his break with the Papacy, Henry VIII was a firm
adherent of Transubstantiation,* and enforced the doctrine in various official
documents (the Ten Articles, the Six Articles, and A Necessary Doctrine &
Erudition for any Christian Man). Henry does not refer directly to the Lateran
Council, but discusses Transubstantiation in similar terms, though bases his
arguments on much earlier writers who generally do not use the term but do speak
in terms of the Body and Blood, rather than bread and wine, being on the Altar, and taken
and eaten.†
Under Edward VI there was a shift, gradual at first then more rapid, towards more
Protestant positions. The 1549 Prayer Book clearly teaches a real and objective
presence, praying “that [the elements] maie be vnto vs the bodye and bloude of
thy moste derely beloued sonne Jesus Christe.” In the 1552 Book the prayer
becomes simply that “wee, receyving these thy creatures
of bread and wyne, accordinge to thy sonne our Savioure
Jesus Christ's holy institucion, in remembraunce of his
death and passion, maye be partakers of his most blessed
body and bloud,” While this still affirms some form of
Real Presence it is hardly tolerant of transubstantiation.
Finally, just before Edward’s death (1553) Cranmer’s
XLII Articles (most of which survive in the Elizabethan
XXXIX Articles, still found in our current Prayer Book)
appeared. Here Article XXVIII declares, “Transubstantiation (or
the change of the substance of Bread and Wine) in the Supper of
the Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ; but is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture,
overthroweth the nature of a Sacrament, and hath given occasion to many
superstitions” (BCP, p. 873). At this point in his life Cranmer seems to have accepted the
Calvinist view that the presence of Christ is real, but spiritual rather than corporeal (and thus
does not assume any change in the elements). While the contrary view cannot be proved
from Scripture, many would also question the claim that it is ‘repugnant’ to the same. The
claim that it ‘overthroweth the nature of a Sacrament’ affirms that changing the elements
would leave no outward sign for the spiritual grace. Trent, coming some years later met this
objection by holding that the species (their term for the accidents) are still real, and still
remain as the outward sign. The charge of superstition is exemplified by the stories of
bleeding Hosts at Mass.‡ Elizabeth I and her successors made only minor changes to the
1552 Communion service, but in every instance these were more welcoming to a Real, and
even Physical presence in the Sacrament. These lines, attributed to Elizabeth as her
response to a question (during the reign of her sister Mary) about her Eucharistic beliefs,
present a common Anglican position:
Christ was the word that spake it.
o you have a question you
He took the bread and brake it;
would like answered by our
And what his words did make it
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
That I believe and take it.
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
Finally we can consider the fruits of the sacrament,
what happens when we receive it. Here there seems to be
historical or other inquiries to:
far less controversy than in the questions of how we
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
receive it. The same Article XXVIII tells us that it “is a

D

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

What Happens at Communion

Sacrament of our Redemption by Christ's death,” and the Catechism of the
1979 BCP (pp. 859f) adds that “The benefits we receive are the forgiveness
of our sins. the strengthening of our union with Christ and one another, and
the foretaste of the heavenly banquet which is our nourishment in eternal
life.” Older catechisms, such as this from the 1662 BCP (and very similar to
earlier American Books) are somewhat different, but more complementary
than contradictory: “The strengthening and refreshing of our souls by the
Body and Blood of Christ, as our bodies are by the Bread and Wine.”
I think it is fair to say for most Christians that whatever understanding of
the sacrament they may take to the altar, they still seek essentially the same
results.

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

†

‡

The title, “Defender of the Faith” was granted to him by the Pope in recognition of his defense (possibly
ghost written by Thomas More) of this doctrine and other Catholic teaching against Lutheranism: Henry VIII,
Assertio Septem Sacramentorum, 1526; reprinted with English translation 1908, pp. 214ff; Retrieved 8/26/15
from Archive.org
Later condemnations of this theory, also make the same assumptions. It should be noted, however, the
Council of Trent gives a more sophisticated definition: “that wonderful and singular conversion of the whole
substance of the bread into the Body, and of the whole substance of the wine into the Blood - the species only
of the bread and wine remaining - which conversion indeed the Catholic Church most aptly calls
Transubstantiation,” and some Anglicans do accept this.
One of the treasures in the Cathedral at Orvieto (Italy) that we saw on a recent visit there, is a linen corporal
stained with blood from such an event in 1263. I am somewhat agnostic as to what actually happened. but
there is little doubt that contemporary witnesses attested to such a miracle.

Save-the-Date
Join the volunteer force & work alongside your St. Paul’s friends for our 3rd Jericho Good
Neighbor Service Day on Saturday, October 3rd. Fr. Joe will be back from sabbatical and has
plans to join us.
As always, breakfast will be served as we gather in the parking lot at St. Paul’s Church on
Spring Street, Danbury. Jericho will provide opportunities for us to serve the community and
we will have time to enjoy lunch together. Our previous service days have been very successful
with children as young as 3 working side-by-side with their parents in a variety of jobs.

SAVE THE DATE!

A Joyful Noise

A Christian
TRANSFORM YOUR
WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
Alternative
to meadow on Sunday, October
Join us in the
4th at 4
Yoga
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES --

PM to make a joyful noise to the Lord and to

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

welcome Father Joe and Tara back!

Joyce says,
“Can I have double
lavender this week?”

There will be a potluck supper and singing around

Crocker
Hall
eachfamily
Saturday
the Classes
campfire.held
Areinyou
famous
in your
for at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor

your
scrumptious chili? Then share it at The
Drop by or Email Mary with questions at maryperry2@me.com
Great Chili Cook-off! Are desserts

your forte? Then enter your pie in our

Deep
Gentle
Apple
Pie Stretching,
Contest! Mark
yourMovement,
calendars and Strong Scripture
forevent.
flexibility and strength.
for thiscombine
fun autumn
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CLASSROOM
Safety is of
the utmost
importance.
The doors to
the construction zone will
be locked during the work.
Please do
not contact
the construction crew, nor
attempt to enter the site at
any time.
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† It’s starting to go
back together

WING
Renovations

We talk about wisdom and
we hear about wise men in
scripture. What is wisdom?
To help us understand what
wisdom is I would like to
offer a reading from St.
James. - Carolyn Legg

W

ho is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does
not
come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where
there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and
wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of
mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or
hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace
for those who make peace.
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they
come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are
at war within you? You want something and do not have
it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and
cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts.
You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do
not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend
what you get on your pleasures.
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will
draw near to you.
Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.

† Hair We Go Again!
Congratulations to Teresa &
Michael Stacchiotti and big sister
Liana on the birth of twin girls
Elisa and Serena last Thursday
morning.
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The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying Joshua
starting Tuesday, September, 8th at 9:15 in the Guild Room.

F

or centuries
God promised
to give the land of
Canaan to the
family of
Abraham. With
the seasoned
commander
Joshua as His
general, the Lord
leads His army to
take possession

of its inheritance.
This Bible study on the book of Joshua examines the unforgettable lessons God
taught His people about Himself and what it means to be a citizen of His Kingdom. Click here for more info.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am.
Please register by August 18th, by calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 3126992 or debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

† Happy Birthday to You!
Sharon Simon is a year old and wiser today. Gregory Mable celebrates
Saturday! Sunday is the big day for Jeanne Hill, Analee Kirner &
Shannon Palmer. Ruby Cofone & Vianna Schappach will be
opening presents on Tuesday. Linda Ready & Jackie Letizia will be
blowing out candles on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† On Location: Solomon’s Temple
Last week we ran a brief article about possible locations of Solomon’s Temple. After
that we found this fascinating video showing, with what one archeologist claims, is one of
the walls that King Solomon built.
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T

here
were lots
of
familiar faces and
smiles at the
Bridgewater Fair
last weekend. We
are boastfully
proud of our St.
Paul’s Quilters
who dominated the
awards in the quilt
show. And,
especially Sandy
Chadwick who
had one of her
entries selected
to go to the
State Fair.
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† Apple Butter
Directions:
Cook apples and liquid (water or
cider) in a large pot until soft. Put
through a sieve or colander. Measure
the pulp, adding ½ cup sugar to 1 cup
of pulp. Add remaining ingredients to
pot, cover and cook over
low heat until sugar
Ingredients:
4 lbs. apples (9-10), cored and cut dissolves. Uncover and
in pieces
cook quickly until thick
2 c. water or cider to cover
and smooth. Seal in
½ c. sugar to every cup of pulp
sterilized jars.
Salt
3 tsp. cinnamon
So good on toast!
½ tsp. ground cloves
½ lemon rind & juice
Click here to submit your favorite recipe.

† Start Spreading the News!

“I

f you alter or obscure the Biblical portrait of God in
order to attract converts, you don't get converts to
God, you get converts to an illusion. This is not evangelism,
but deception.”
John Piper

T

he Ladies Evening Bible Study is concluding a six week study, What Happens
When Women Say Yes to God. In this exciting, interactive workbook for Lysa
TerKeurst's DVD series based on her popular book What Happens When Women Say
Yes to God, women personally explore God's joy and purpose
Final Week:
for their lives through insightful questions and steps, special
verses, and examples from the DVD's six sections. Please
Wednesday, September
2nd
contact Dori McManus if you have any questions at (203)
7:00 – 8:30 pm
788-1977 or at dorimcmanus@snet.net.

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday evenings 7 – 9 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are you looking for a way to
help maintain what you have already built? If so, please
join us for Saint Paul's Boot Camp class! All fitness
levels & adult ages (18 & up) are welcome. Bring a
friend if you would like!
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied
to keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a
varied, challenging workout at YOUR fitness level. Increase
your strength, flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Sign ups required for planning purposes. Questions? Contact Mary Perry
(maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com /
704-609-6502).
14
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† Pray It Up
Last Sunday we started our Pray it Up - I pray for you, you pray for me
program!
Here’s how it works:
Each Sunday, fill our a Prayer request card found in the pews or at
Coffee Hour. Put yours in the red bowl and take someone else’s
card.
Pray for that request (a simple, love-filled prayer will do!) for one
week, then rip up the card and discard.
Next week, do the same.
If you can’t make it to church, please email prayingnow2@gmail.com
and St. Paul’s will receive your
request and send you someone
else’s request also.
Please let us know of your praise
reports, answered prayers, or
simply how you felt knowing
that someone was praying for
your needs, and you were praying for someone else!
As we release our burdens to
others and give them to God to
deal with - we are free to live
for Him more and more every day!
Questions? Praise Reports? Please see or email Mary Perry at maryperry2@me.com
Amen!

† New Online Bible Study by Joanne Ellison
The study of Nehemiah will transform
your life! Nehemiah, a Jew, was given
permission to help rebuild the broken
down walls of Jerusalem. The Jews, in
captivity for 70 years were beginning to
emerge again, building back the walls
and temple of their beloved city, Jerusalem. As you walk through the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, you will
walk through the rebuilding of your own
broken-down spiritual walls. This is a
powerful study designed to bring you
healing and wholeness. Click here for
an online invitation.

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30
-10:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion
on the week’s scriptures using the Synthesis
study guides. Starting on September 13th the
Forum will be studying the Book of Revelation.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Be doers of the word and not hearers
only…”
(James 1:22)

W

hat do you do to live God’s word? Do
you share your time in prayer with
God? Do you use your talent to help those in
need? Are you generous with your financial
resources? If not, what are you waiting for?

C

onsider joining us for our “Becoming a Prayer Servant” training this fall. In an
attempt to make it easier to attend, we have broken the class schedule into two half
days: Sunday, October 11 and Sunday, October 18 from 1 - 5. A working lunch will be
provided. This class covers topics such as:
1. Biblical Guidance about Prayer.
2. Partnering with the Holy Spirit in prayer.
3. Preparation and the five step model of prayer for and with someone.
4. The Holy Spirit’s Gifts empower service and more.
Additionally, there will be a module on Street Team Ministry - Do’s and Don’ts (new as
we go out Beyond the Red Doors).
1. As we are continually called further and further Beyond the Red Doors, praying with
people is the simplest and most powerful way to come alongside someone
and be the love of Christ. All we need to do is be obedient - the outcome is
not up to us but to Him.
2. All the Healing and Service ministries involve prayer and it will be a great
foundation for the congregation to have the Vestry trained as well.
3. This training will give you an amazing grounding in the
power you have in the Authority of Jesus, and truly allows
you to be closer to Him as you serve Him in many capacities:
Prayer and Healing team, Stephen Ministry, Beyond the Red Door,
Vestry, Jericho, Youth Group, etc. And, you may have new
ministries that you are called to, right around the corner! The Prayer and Healing Team for
example is actively looking for new Prayer Servants that are being called to serve in the
ministry.
4. This training is beneficial and will enrich your prayer life as you pray for yourself,
family, friends and neighbors!
The cost of the book is $18 and scholarships are available. You may or may not know
how you will be called to use this deepening of your skills, but He certainly does.
Please pray about this training. Let Mary Perry know (maryperry2@me.com) you will
be attending by September 15th - the books will be distributed before the start of class for
pre-reading.
- Mary Perry

† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board

A

lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than
we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of
Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
Take My Life and Let It Be
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Praise to the Living God

“Take my life and let it be”

"I

went for a little visit of five days," wrote Frances Havergal,
explaining what prompted her to write her well-known hymn,
"Take My Life and Let it Be."
"There were ten persons in the house; some were unconverted and
long prayed for, some converted but not rejoicing Christians. [God]
gave me the prayer, 'Lord, give me all in this house.' And He just did.
Before I left the house, everyone had got a blessing. The last night of
my visit I was too happy to sleep and passed most of the night in
renewal of my consecration, and those little couplets formed
themselves and chimed in my heart one after another till they
finished with "ever only, ALL FOR THEE!"
It was on February 4, l874, that Frances wrote the hymn that is
still sung around the world.
One of the most dedicated Christian women of the nineteenth century, Frances was the
youngest child of a Church of England minister. Though she was always in frail health, she
led an active life, encouraging many people to turn to Jesus and others to seek a deeper
spiritual walk.
Frances had begun reading and memorizing the Bible at the age of four
Want to listen in to what (eventually memorizing The Psalms, Isaiah and most of the New Testament).
we’ll be singing on Sunday At seven she wrote her first poems. Several of her mature verses became
at 10:30? Or do you want hymns. In addition to "Take My Life," she wrote such favorites as "I Gave
Life for Thee," "Like a River Glorious," and "Who Is on the Lord's Side?"
to listen to a song from last My Because
her voice was lovely, Frances was in demand as a concert soloist.
week once more?
She also was a brilliant pianist and learned several modern languages as well
You can listen on Spotify by
as Greek and Hebrew. With all her education, however, Frances Havergal
clicking here: St. Paul's 10:30
maintained a simple faith and confidence in her Lord. She never wrote a line
Service
of poetry without praying over it.
This week’s
One of the lines of Frances Havergal's hymn says, "Take my silver and my
worship music
gold; not a mite would I withhold." In 1878, four years after writing the
includes: Song
hymn, Miss Havergal wrote a friend, The Lord has shown me another little
to the Savior, All step, and, of course, I have taken it with extreme delight. 'Take my silver and
Who Are
my gold' now means shipping off all my ornaments to the Church Missionary
Thirsty, At Your House, including a jewel cabinet that is really fit for a countess, where all will
Name, Set a Fire, be accepted and disposed of for me...Nearly fifty articles are being packed up.
& Call Me Home I don't think I ever packed a box with such pleasure."

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Obedience from the Heart
Song of Solomon 2:8-13
ur Hebrew Bible reading brings us a celebration of love in the springtime of the
year. The lover bounds across mountains to peer through the lattice of his
beloved’s enclosure to summon her into the meadows. There was considerable discussion
about the inclusion of the Song of Solomon in the Hebrew Bible, but many rabbis found
here an allegory of God’s love for Israel. Following this tradition, many Christian
interpreters perceived in the Song of Solomon an allegory for the love between Christ and
the church.
Psalm 45:1-2, 7-10
A poem for a royal wedding celebrating the ruler’s majesty.
James 1:17-27
This lesson consists of a series of teachings on the meaning of true unchanging religion:
doing God’s word. Every good gift comes from the unchanging Father. By God’s word of
truth we are given birth and have a first place among all
creatures. Purified from anger and all other bad
conduct, we are not only to hear God’s word but to put it Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
into practice. So do we observe the perfect law that sets The struggle that every community in
people free - the law as interpreted by Jesus.
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 every age faces - including our own In the gospel passage Jesus denounces those who
is how can the "tradition of the
find ways to ignore the genuine commandments of God,
elders," which has given us our
and he calls people to the awareness that the only evil
which can corrupt a person comes from within. His
identity, now be changed so that
judgments are occasioned by an accusation against his
what was good in it - the desire live
disciples that they are not following the rules of ritual
cleansing. On one level Jesus’ words warn against the
according to the will of God - can
human tendency to fashion traditions that become more
actually be expressed in our current
important than the law itself. More significantly still,
his teaching points to the dangers involved in making
circumstances.
legalism the basis for one’s life.

O

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

W

hat is a call and how do we answer? To replay
all our sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon
archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of
others and such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part
of our hearts for all time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Kent School; South Kent School; Pomfret School; Salisbury School; Wooster
School; Rectory School; St. Thomas Day School, New Haven; Trinity School on
the Hill (Middle School), Hartford; the Episcopal Church at Yale; the , Episcopal
Church at UCONN, Storrs; Berkeley Divinity School, New Haven.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Authentic ways to bring our ancient spiritual practices into our digital culture.
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla,
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Tom
Tucker, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of The Republic of the Congo; the people of Taiwan; and our sister and
brother members of the English Independents.
…..St. Paul’s may discern what God would have us do in response to Fr. Joe's question:
"How will God call us in this season of our life together, to give our lives away."
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
.....Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect of the Episcopal Church.
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of August.
.....Guinea, that Christians who are threatened and intimidated will maintain a strong
Christian witness.
.....Faith at Newtown, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get
movement in his left leg and arm.
.....Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving radiation and
chemotherapy.
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff,
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery.
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer.
.....Julie & Shaw Mudge, that during their time at St. Paul's, until Fr. Joe returns, that all
that would be done to the glory of God, in his way and in his time, and in the power of the
Holy Spirit.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Click on the video to the left,
“This is your Father you are
dealing with, and he knows
better than you what you
need.”
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Prayer is not
our last
resort, but our
first resource.

September Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!
September 6th

September 20th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Erinn O’Hara
Lector: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 125 James 2:1-17

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Lois Hunt
Acolyte: Mike Kirner
Lector: Proverbs 31:10-31 Ray Ferro
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 1 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Readers: Mike Chengeri & Joe Bernardo
Psalm 125 James 2:1-17

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & Dave Williams
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Proverbs 31:10-31 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 1 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

Setpember 13th

September 27th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Proverbs 1:20-33 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 19 James 3:1-12

8:00 AM
Welcoming: John & Joyce Sarver
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Readers: Lois Hunt & Don Winkley
Psalm 124 James 5:13-20

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Proverbs 1:20-33 Rose Barrett
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 19 James 3:1-12

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Readers: Harlan Jessup & Joe Bernardo
Psalm 124 James 5:13-20

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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September 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

10:00 am Holy
Communion I
& Healing

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Property
Committee

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:00 pm Ladies Evening
Bible Study

11:00 am House of

7:30 pm Music Night

6 15 Pentecost

7

8

9

10

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

Labor Day
-Parish Office Closed

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

1:00 pm Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

10 am Prayer Tent at
Newtown Labor Day
Parade

7:00 pm Boot Camp
Class

10:00 am Holy
Communion I
& Healing

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:00 pm Staff Meeting

11

Prayer

10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

11:00 am House of

13 16 Pentecost

14

15

16

17

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
2:30 pm Youth Group
Kickoff

Holy Cross Day

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

7:00 pm Healing Team

20 17 Pentecost

21

22

23

24

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
2:30 pm Youth Group
Juniors
4:00 pm Youth Group

St. Matthew

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am Christian

Caring

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry

7:00 pm Boot Camp
Class

7:00 pm Boot Camp
Class

12

18

19
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7 pm Praying for our
Children

11:00 am House of

25

Prayer

26
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10 am Prayer Tent at
Athletes for Christ Walk
10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters
11:00 am House of

27 18 Pentecost

28

29

30

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group

7 pm Praying for our
Children

St. Michael &
All Angels

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing
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Prayer

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study
7:00 pm Boot Camp
Class

Prayer

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

H

Someone wanted to go outside
and found a convenient pair of
sneakers.

† It Takes An Editorial

e might not be all
he’s cracked up to
be, but that’s all right. A
big thanks to Joe Bernardo
who spent a good portion
of the week sealing the
cracks in our parking lot,
paving a portion where a
tree was removed last year
and filling in the potholes
on the driveway heading
towards the library.

Board

Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

S

ue Balla, Chris Barrett, Debbie
Delaventura, Christine Domareck,
Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Carolyn
Legg, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Dori
McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors,
Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
Connie Williams
& Gail Winkley.
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