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† Another Sunday School Year Begins

A

nother Sunday School year has begun, this one with a slight twist. Our classrooms
are about a week or two away from being ready. But that didn’t stop our classes
last Sunday, which met in the
Guild Room, the Tuck Room,
Crocker Hall and one class took
advantage of the great weather
and met outside in our
meadow.

Most of the work in
the classroom wing is
complete. Just the
refinishing of the floor
and then the obtaining
of an occupancy permit
from the town and we’ll
be back in business.

S

word Points will not be published
next week, September 24th.
Contributors should submit materials by September
30th for the October Sword of the Spirit.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
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- 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
17th Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion
4:00 pm - Youth Group Juniors &Youth Group
St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist
7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
- 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
- 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing
- 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
18th Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion
4:00 pm - Youth Group
- 7:00 pm - Praying for Our Children, Guild Room
St. Michael & All Angels
- 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
- 7:00 pm - Ladies Evening Bible Study, Guild Room
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
- 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing
- 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
8:30 am - Jericho Partnership Workday, Danbury
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00 pm - Blessing of the Animals, Memorial Garden
19th Sunday after Pentecost (LiveStream)
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion
4:00 pm - Joyful Noise, Meadow

Click Below to

† The Question?
How is God calling you to give yourself away
to become part of something bigger ?
Word for Week 1: Seeking His WISDOM
Word for Week 2: What is God’s CALL?
Word for Week 3: An INVITATION
Word for Week 4: Our RESPONSE
Word for Week 5: SEEKING the TRUTH

J

esus gave us a great challenge – we are to lose our lives, to trust Jesus to control our
lives and to give to Him our wills.
The process of the journey we are collectively on is called Discernment. Discernment is
to seek the truth and to seek God’s will for each of us and for this community.
It’s all about listening - Discernment and prayer are all about listening.
And getting out of the way of God’s will for us.
We can be so busy telling God what to do, we truly
need to LISTEN to God’s will and what he wants us to
do. Our life is truly God’s mission, not our own. God
knows what needs to be done – we should pray that
God’s word and tongue start a fire in our hearts!
The process of discernment is one of each of us
being a sounding board for one another to assist each
other to listen to find the truth and hear the will of God.
Discernment in community is helpful as all of us can be
struggling to loose our lives, struggling to pick up our
crosses and follow Jesus.
It is our call to each other to nurture the Christ in
each person, individually, and in small groups. Ideally
the support for ministry will begin where our life
together begins and every one of us is called to be a
minister. And as we are to support one another in our faith, that is why we worship together
to support our faith and help each other carry the heavy crosses and do God’s will.
Let us prayerfully listen to God’s will, pick up our cross and make it so!
The prayer for this week:
Holy Lord, as I struggle to discern your truth, to follow Christ, to do your will, to pick up
the cross, I ask you to send the Holy Spirit to me and into me that I may listen to your will
for me and for this parish.
Amen.
Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.

Hearts to Hands Needs
Meals for Rose. It would be greatly
appreciated if you can consider providing
a meal for Rose Barrett who is recovering
at home from a fall. She would be very
happy! Either
home baked or
prepared from a
restaurant or local
store. Please contact Dot
Crocker at 860-355-5672.

Diapers, Please!

H

earts to Hands Ministry is collecting
newborn sized diapers for Mike
and Teresa Stacchiotti, who recently had
twin girls! Their preferred brands are
Pampers or Target's Up and Up. If
you would like to contribute, please
bring bags and boxes of diapers to
the large, labeled bin in Crocker Hall
beginning on Sunday. Thank you so
much for supporting this beautiful family!
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Athletes of Christ Walk /
Breakfast / Prayer Tent

S

ign up in Parish Hall to join a simple,
easy walk and a free delicious breakfast
at Tarrywile in Danbury on Saturday, September
26th. Our very own Beyond the Red Door
prayer team will be there too - so come out and
have a great time!

Save-the-Date
Join the volunteer force & work
alongside your St. Paul’s friends for
our 3rd Jericho Good Neighbor Service
Day on Saturday, October 3rd. Fr. Joe
will be back from sabbatical and has
plans to join us.
As always, breakfast will be served as
we gather in the parking lot at St.
Paul’s Church on Spring Street,
Danbury. Jericho will provide
opportunities for us to serve the
community and we will have time to
enjoy lunch together. Our previous
service days have been very successful
with children as
young as 3 working
side-by-side with
their parents in a
variety of jobs.

† Praying for Our Children

B

ack to school can be stressful for everyone - the change back to schedules, new
classes, new schools, new locations, new friends, etc. can impact not just the kids,
but the parents, friends, neighbors and relatives alike.
In order to support our church family (and especially our
children) during this season, we have been holding –
“Praying for our Children” prayer groups. Our
remaining session will meet on Monday, September 28:
7 - 8 pm
This is open to anyone who simply knows or has
children of any age (0 - adult children!).
All meetings start promptly at 7 and end at 8 pm in the Guild
Room. Please let Mary Perry know (maryperry2@me.com) if
you will be attending. If you cannot attend, please feel free to email Mary
your prayer requests to be included in the community prayer.
If there is interest, this group may continue on as a prayer/book club after this initial
series.
5

† Who Do You Depend Upon?

by Steve Hemming

“Stop trusting in mere humans, who have but a breath in their nostrils. Why hold
them in esteem?”
Isaiah 2:22

I

have recently been getting frustrated with people in general, for their lack of care or
concern. For example, recently I had to bring a cart of equipment from the campus
center back to my office. I needed help with opening the doors in both places, yet I received
no offers. The students, staff, and faculty that passed me by were too engrossed in their
own thoughts to offer me a helping hand.
Despite my frustration, I need to remember
that just like me at times, we can all be
inconsiderate, selfish, and uncaring.
Before I came to know the Lord, I had
very high expectations of others. I would
even go so far as to say I was too
dependent on people, expecting them to
elevate my self-worth and satisfy my
needs.
After I accepted Jesus into my heart, I
learned the Lord is the One upon whom I
can completely depend. As the Lord
became my rock and my fortress and my
deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I
can trust; my shield and the horn of my
salvation, my stronghold (Psalm 18:2), I
grew to depend on God, and rely much less
on others.
While we are called to bear one
another’s burdens and even to consider
others more important than ourselves
(Galatians 6:2, Philippians 2:3) God never
meant for us to supplant Him as the
ultimate source of dependability. For He
alone is our provider, our Jehovah Jireh, in whom we can place our full trust.
God’s word in the Isaiah passage above plainly tells us not to trust in man. Similarly,
Psalm 146:3 cautions us; “Do not put your trust in princes, Nor in a son of man, in whom
there is no help.” Trusting too
much in man can actually become
a curse, as written in Jeremiah
17:5; “Cursed is the one who trusts
in man, who draws strength from
mere flesh and whose heart turns
away from the Lord.” Conversely,
blessings flow when we put our
trust in the Lord; “Blessed is the
man who trusts in the Lord, and
whose hope is the
Lord.” (Jeremiah 17:7).
Back in Deuteronomy 30:19,
the Lord set before the Israelites
blessings and curses and told them
to make a choice, one or the other.
The same can apply to who we
depend upon and trust in. So, who
will you depend upon? And who
will you put your trust in? God, or
man? The choice is obvious.
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“B

ut the wisdom from above is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a
trace of partiality or hypocrisy.” Put that list on
your mirror and try to live by these good
stepping-stones for faithful stewards – difficult
indeed to attain, but gratitude-creating when you
have some success!

Contact Debbie Delaventura at (860) 350-3513
doodlehm@charter.net
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Lord of All Hopefulness, Lord of All Joy
When Jesus Left His Father’s Throne
Lord, Forever at Thy Side Hymn Tune: St. Bees
God is Love, Let Heaven Adore Him

“God is love, let heaven adore Him”

‘G

od is love, let heaven adore Him’ comes from the pen of
Timothy Rees, a boy from west Wales who as a curate saw life
in the Welsh mining valleys, then was a college lecturer, then a monastic
with the Community of the Resurrection at Mirfield. He too became a
chaplain with the army in the Great War, and ended by serving
Want to listen in to what as a bishop of the Church in Wales.
Following his death in 1939, seven hymn texts were found
we’ll be singing on Sunday
among
his papers. This hymn was one of them and was one of
at 10:30? Or do you want
two
hymns
by him sung at his funeral.
to listen to a song from last
He wrote many hymns. One, ‘O crucified Redeemer’ shows
week once more?
mankind repeating through the centuries the same anguish that
You can listen on Spotify by
was inflicted on Jesus Christ in his life on earth - love outraged,
clicking here: St. Paul's 10:30
hope killed, torture; a cross of greed, battlefields where brother
Service
men slaughter one another, and economic battles where might is right and self is
This week’s worship music
king. On the other hand, in another hymn Timothy Rees sees the Holy Spirit
includes: King
giving life in this sinful world - forming the mind of Christ in members of the
of Heaven, We
church, setting sinners free, binding men together in fellowship.
Fall Down,
In ‘God is love, let heaven adore Him’, the emphasis is once again on God
Because He
shown as Love. He laid the earth’s foundations, spread the heavens above,
Lives (Amen),
breathes through all creation. He enfolds all the world in His loving care, every
Our God and
child of every race. And when we suffer and our hearts are breaking, God
King, & Open
suffers too. Despite our sin, God’s eternal loving kindness holds and guides us.
Up Our Eyes
In the end, sin and death will not win: God is Love, so ‘love for ever o’er the
universe must reign.’

† Transforming Stewardship
“Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong
to Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his reward.”(Mark 9:41)

D

oes your life reflect the life of Jesus? Remember, we were
made in His image. We tend to forget this. When others see
you, do they see the face of Jesus? When you look at others, do you
see the face of Jesus in them?

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, September 21st

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist

M

atthew, one of Jesus’ disciples, is probably to be
identified with Levi, a tax collector (“publican”)
mentioned by Mark and Luke. In the Gospel according to
Matthew, it is said that Matthew was seated in the custom-house
when Jesus bade him, “Follow me.” When Jesus called him, he
at once left everything, followed the Master, and later gave a
dinner for him. Mark and Luke also note that Levi was a tax
collector. In all three accounts, Jesus is severely criticized for
eating at the same table with tax collectors and other disreputable
persons.
Tax collectors were viewed as collaborators with the Roman State, extortioners who
took money from their own people to further the cause of Rome and to line their own
pockets. They were spurned as traitors and outcasts. The Jews so abhorred them that pious
Pharisees refused to marry into a family that had a publican as a member. Clearly, Matthew
was hardly the type of man that a devout Jew would have had among his closest associates.
Yet Jesus noted that it was the publican rather than the proud Pharisee who prayed the
acceptable prayer, “Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.” There is frequent favorable
reference to publicans in the many sayings of Jesus in the Gospel according to Matthew.
Matthew was called early in Jesus’ ministry, but that he wrote the Gospel that bears his
name is seriously doubted by scholars. It is, however, generally accepted that his “logia” or
“sayings of Jesus” have been included in that Gospel.
It may be that the author of the First Gospel took from
Matthew’s work some of the numerous parables and comments that
make that Gospel so popular a source for homilies and teaching.
Through this Gospel, especially, Jesus speaks not only of faith and
eternal life, but of duties toward one’s neighbors, family, and even
enemies. Tradition has it that Matthew, having converted many
persons to Christianity in Judea, traveled to the East; but there is no
certain evidence for this. He has been venerated as a martyr, but
the time and circumstances of his death are unknown. In our St.
Matthew stained glass window, his symbol, the moneybag refers to
his occupation before he was called to follow Christ.

B

ob Cutting had a dream in his heart to bring Jesus to the people of the Elephant’s
Trunk Flea Market in New Milford the first Sunday of each month
from June to November. He enlisted the help of Val, Lynne Donnelly ,and
John Tuthill. Bob and his friend Val, a pastor from Danbury and a guitar
player, wait outside the gates of the Flea market every first Sunday of the
month at 3:30 am, in order to have a lot side by side. The flea markets opens at
7 am to the public and ends at 2:00 pm.
John Tuthill and Lynne Donnelly offer cards that depict a little orange
ticket and the words "Admit one to Heaven" and "Free ticket just accept Jesus
as your Lord and Savior." to each person who passes by with their arms full of
second hand goods. We pass out hundreds of tickets with encouraging words.
Sometimes a person will stop by to talk with us, but often we only have time to say," Have a
"free ticket to heaven." Several other parishioners have come by to assist us (John and Bev
Carr, Elsa Cutting and Susan Champagne). We also offer prayer and a church
service at noon. Val leads the singing of hymns with the guitar, and Bob,
John, or a guest speaker give the sermon. Communion consists of grape
juice and wafers. We follow a shortened version of the St Paul's bulletin.
If anyone is interested in joining us in this ministry our last two first
Sundays on October 4th and November 1st, contact Bob Cutting. We
welcome your assistance in evangelizing at the Flea Market.
by Lynne Donnelly
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, September 17th

Hildegard of Bingen
Mystic and Abbess, 1179

H

ildegard of Bingen, born in 1098 in the lush Rhineland Valley, was a mystic, poet,
composer, dramatist, doctor, scientist. Her parents’ tenth child, she was tithed to
the Church and raised by the anchoress Jutta in a cottage
near the Benedictine monastery of Disibodenberg.
Drawn by the life of silence and prayer, other women
joined them, finding the freedom, rare outside women’s
religious communities, to develop their intellectual gifts.
They organized as a convent under the authority of the
abbot of Disibodenberg, with Jutta as abbess. When Jutta
died, Hildegard, then 38, became abbess. Later she
founded independent convents at Bingen (1150) and
Eibingen (1165), with the Archbishop of Mainz as her
only superior.
From childhood, Hildegard experienced dazzling
spiritual visions. At 43, a voice commanded her to tell
what she saw. So began an outpouring of extraordinarily original writings illustrated by
unusual and wondrous illuminations. These works abound with feminine imagery for God
and God’s creative activity.
In 1147, Bernard of Clairvaux recommended her first book of visions, Scivias, to Pope
Eugenius III, leading to papal authentication at the Synod of Trier. Hildegard became
famous, eagerly sought for counsel, a correspondent of kings and queens, abbots and
abbesses, archbishops and popes.
She carried out four preaching missions in northern Europe, unprecedented activity for a
woman. She practiced medicine, focusing on women’s needs; published treatises on natural
science and philosophy; wrote a liturgical drama, The Play of the Virtues, in which
personified virtues sing their parts and the devil, condemned to live without music, can only
speak. For Hildegard, music was essential to worship. Her liturgical compositions, unusual
in structure and tonality, were described by contemporaries as “chant of surpassing sweet
melody” and “strange and unheard-of music.”
Hildegard lived in a world accustomed to male governance. Yet, within her convents,
and to a surprising extent outside them, she exercised a commanding spiritual authority
based on confidence in her visions and considerable political astuteness. When she died in
1179 at 81, she left a rich legacy which speaks eloquently across the ages.

Blessing of the Animals
Saturday, October 3, 2015

S

2:00 - 4:00 pm

t. Francis, Patron Saint of Animals and the
Environment was born to a very wealthy family in
Assisi, Italy. While recovery from a life threatening
wound Francis heard God in a dream. When Frances
recovered he went to church where he heard The Christ
from the Crucifix tell him to fix his church. Francis gave
away his life to build a monastery and to feed and care
for lepers.
There are many stories about Francis and animals and
he wrote many poems. A familiar one is Brother Sun and
Sister Moon.
After working at Jericho bring your animals, reptiles or
birds to be blessed in honor of St. Francis. Please keep
on a leash or in a cage. We do not want to lose any of our
precious pets.
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The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study Is Studying Joshua
Weekly at 9:15 in the Guild Room.

F

or centuries
God promised
to give the land of
Canaan to the
family of
Abraham. With
the seasoned
commander
Joshua as His
general, the Lord
leads His army to
take possession

of its inheritance.
This Bible study on the book of Joshua examines the unforgettable lessons God
taught His people about Himself and what it means to be a citizen of His Kingdom. Click here for more info.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am.
Call or email, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $10.

† Happy Birthday to You!

B

arbie Mable celebrates today! Saturday is the big day for Jen Falci. Katie
Szen, Sarah Szen & Shirley Jessup will be opening presents on Tuesday. Bill
Boehm will be blowing out candles on Wednesday. Ted Koniecki will be
another year older and wiser next Thursday. Throw a party next Friday for
McKenzie Connors, Meghan Letizia & Mitchel O’Hara. Lauretta Pilcher
will celebrate on the 27th. David Palmer, Gary Pilcher, Jillian Fox & Fr. Joe
will be opening presents on the 28th. Abby Onorato, Beth Means & John
Guglielmo will be expecting your card on the 29th. Have a blessed day everyone!

Help Wanted
Job Description: Serve nutritious meals to 100+ clients at Dorothy Day
Hospitality House, 11 Spring Street, Danbury. “On-the-job” training! Tasks
will vary! The need for workers is urgent!
Times: Second Thursday, monthly, 1 pm until 5 pm. Weather does not
change schedule. Working times can be tailored to
meet your individual needs.
Rewards: Immeasurable! You will leave
exhausted but exhilarated knowing you are
assisting to further HIS Word and HIS Kingdom!
Kindly Respond to: Barbara DeAnzeris (203-775
-3722) or Don Winkley (203-775-3343).
And, as a bonus, you will receive a unique, newly
minted “St. Paul’s Church” apron to proudly
wear on your new “job.”
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† Transforming Stewardship
“If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.”
(Mark 9:35)

J

esus teaches us that we are called to serve one another. Sacrifice is not a
word that many people like to hear. We think it means that we must give
up something that we want. However, the literal meaning of sacrifice is “to make
holy,” from the words “sacer” = sacred and “facere” = to make. In other words, we
make our lives holy by sharing our gifts in the service of God.

C

The Prayer Team is
looking for new
members - men/women,
8:00 and/10:30 services.
Do you sense that you
would like to learn more
about how to pray?
There will two half day
trainings - October 11th
and October 18 1:00 5:00 in the Guild Room.
Please sign up with Mary
Perry maryperry2@me.com.

onsider joining us for our “Becoming a Prayer Servant” training this fall. In an
attempt to make it easier to attend, we have broken the class schedule into two
half days: Sunday, October 11 and Sunday, October 18 from 1 - 5. A working lunch will
be provided. This class covers topics such as:
1. Biblical Guidance about Prayer.
2. Partnering with the Holy Spirit in prayer.
3. Preparation and the five step model of prayer for and with someone.
4. The Holy Spirit’s Gifts empower service and more.
Additionally, there will be a module on Street Team Ministry - Do’s and Don’ts (new
as we go out Beyond the Red Doors).
1. As we are continually called further and further Beyond the Red Doors, praying
with people is the simplest and most powerful way to come alongside
someone and be the love of Christ. All we need to do is be obedient - the
outcome is not up to us but to Him.
2. All the Healing and Service ministries involve prayer and it will be a great
foundation for the congregation to have the Vestry trained as well.
3. This training will give you an amazing grounding in the
power you have in the Authority of Jesus, and truly allows
you to be closer to Him as you serve Him in many capacities:
Prayer and Healing team, Stephen Ministry, Beyond the Red Door,
Vestry, Jericho, Youth Group, etc. And, you may have new
ministries that you are called to, right around the corner! The Prayer and Healing Team for
example is actively looking for new Prayer Servants that are being called to serve in the
ministry.
4. This training is beneficial and will enrich your prayer life as you pray for yourself,
family, friends and neighbors!
The cost of the book is $18 and scholarships are available. You may or may not know
how you will be called to use this deepening of your skills, but He certainly does.
Please pray about this training. Let Mary Perry know (maryperry2@me.com) you will
be attending by September 15th - the books will be distributed before the start of class for
pre-reading.
- Mary Perry

† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board

A

lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than
we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of
Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Tuesday, September 29th

St. Michael and All Angels

T

he scriptural word “angel” (Greek:
angelos) means, literally, a messenger.
Messengers from God can be visible or invisible,
and may assume human or non-human forms.
Christians have always felt themselves to be
attended by healthful spirits - swift, powerful, and
enlightening. Those beneficent spirits are often
depicted in Christian art in human form, with
wings to signify their swiftness and spacelessness,
with swords to signify their power, and with dazzling raiment to signify their ability to
enlighten. Unfortunately, this type of pictorial representation has led many to dismiss the
angels as “just another mythical beast, like the unicorn, the griffin, or the sphinx.” Of the
many angels spoken of in the Bible, only four are called by name: Michael, Gabriel, Uriel,
and Raphael. The Archangel Michael is the powerful agent of God who wards off evil from
God’s people, and delivers peace to them at the end of this life’s mortal struggle.
“Michaelmas,” as his feast is called in England, has long been one of the popular
celebrations of the Christian Year in many parts of the world.
Michael is the patron saint of countless churches, including Mont Saint-Michel, the
monastery fortress off the coast of Normandy that figured so prominently in medieval
English history, and Coventry Cathedral, England’s most famous modern church building,
rising from the ashes of the most devastating war of our time.

At Last, It’s Here!
WHO: For our parishioners
WHAT: Our history book “St. Paul’s Episcopal Church – the
first 230 years” will be available for sale.
WHEN: On Sunday, October 4th
WHERE: During the coffee hour between services.
HOW: $30. Cash, or check made out to St. Paul’s Church
(with “history book” on the memo line).
Note: The books will be sold, first come, first served.
When the first batch is sold, we will take orders and payment,
and then delivery will be made within a few weeks.
See Sandy Chaleski with any questions. 203-730-2336

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30
-10:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion
on the week’s scriptures using the Synthesis
study guides. Starting on September 13th the
Forum will be studying the Book of Revelation.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable
items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable items are provided
by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations
for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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“Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running
to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your
heavenly treasure.” Isn’t this what stewardship is all about?
It’s not the treasure that’s important here; it’s growing
our relationship with God in faithful expectation of the
as yet unknown blessings to come
Congratulations
to Alex and
Megan Rom on
the birth of their
son (left) last
Monday; and to
Emily Perry on
the birth of her
son (right) this
past Sunday.

† Prayer Tent Events

T

he Beyond the Red Door Ministry will be serving with a prayer tent and prayer
servants at the following upcoming community events:
Saturday, September 26th - Jericho’s Athletes of Christ Walk/Breakfast. We are
inviting the parish to register to walk
and we will be there with the prayer
tent - FREE Breakfast!
Friday, October 30th - St. Paul’s
Trunk or Treat. Prayer tent and
Prayer Servants.
We could use prayer servants to
schedule to attend, as well as
volunteers to help set up/take down. Please contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com) if
you are able to support us!

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Joyce says,
“Can I have
double lavender
this week?”

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10
am with Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions at
maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong
Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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B

ible Study Fellowship International, BSF, welcomes women of all
What Happens at Communion
faiths.
† Scholarly Speaking
BSF is an interdenominational bible study. This year
Longest Reigns
we will be studying the book of Revelation.
We
offer small group discussion, printed commentary
On Wednesday afternoon, at about 12:30 pm, Queen Elizabeth II surpassed Victoria,
notes,
weekly
lecturesasand
fellowships.
Our purpose
to it is no secret that I
her great grandmother,
Britain’s
longest-reigning
monarch. isNow
help
members
develop
a
personal
relationship
with
the
tend to be rather Anglophilic, but most of my ancestors were in this country by 1776
(though
some
came later,
Canada) lives.
and several fought for independence,
Lord
Jesus
Christ,
as wemostly
teachfrom
to change
which
I
heartily
support.
Thus
I
look
at
this
as
a
fan (even
a supporter) of the Queen,
The school program, grades 1-12 is staffed
by wellbut
not
as
her
subject.
I
might
add
nation
which
rises
above
the politics of government‡
trained
leaders and corresponds in content to the adult
and provides a sphere of influence which she is generally credited with using for the
program.
Children
should
before
attending
benefit of the
people to
whom be
sheregistered
dedicated herself
many
years ago.
class.Besides, it is hard to resist the allure of well-conducted pageantry, especially when it
brings
bothMonday
the spiritual
and the temporal.
BSFtogether
meets on
evenings
from 7-8:50 PM at the Christ Redeemer
Church, 114 Roxbury Rd, Southbury Ct. Our first class is September 14th.
Call Jeri Pierce (860) 276-8026 for more information or visit our website
~ www.bsfinternational.org. There is no fee.
A satellite discussion group will be held at Faith Church in New Milford
on Rt. 7. The group will meet on Tuesday evenings at 7:00-8:40
An additional satellite group will be held at 770 Village Walk Plaza in
Guilford, CT. It will meet on Tuesday evenings at 6:30-8:00 in Shoreline
Vineyard Church Parish Center.
Both satellite groups will started on September 15th
BSF in not affiliated with Christ Redeemer Church of Southbury.
The satellite discussion groups are not affiliated with Faith Church or the
Shoreline Vineyard Church. No school program is held at the satellite
locations.
SAVE THE DATE!

A Joyful Noise

A Christian
TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
Alternative
to meadow on Sunday, October 4th at 4
Join
us in the
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -Yoga

PM to make a joyful noise to the Lord
and ALTERNATIVE
to ATIVE TO YOGA
THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
welcome Father Joe and Tara back!

Joyce says,
“Can I have double
lavender this
week?”

There will be a potluck supper and singing around

Crocker
Hall
eachfamily
Saturday
the Classes
campfire.held
Areinyou
famous
in your
for at 10 am with

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions at maryperry2@me.com

your scrumptious chili? Then share it at The
Great Chili Cook-off! Are desserts
your forte? Then enter your pie in our

Deep
Gentle
Apple
Pie Stretching,
Contest! Mark
yourMovement,
calendars and Strong Scripture
forevent.
flexibility and strength.
for thiscombine
fun autumn
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Choosing to Be Last
Proverbs 31:10-31
n this lesson from the Book of Proverbs we find a poem to a woman of worth who
embodies attributes beyond charm and beauty, all of which have their source in her
allegiance to God. In an agrarian culture where the economic and social well-being of the
household was primary, the industry and ability of ranking women were essential to the success
of the extended family and its dependents. The virtues of the ideal
woman described in this acrostic poem are substantially economic; she is
Mark 9:30-37
an astute businesswoman, managing with excellence all that is in her
charge. She is charitable to the poor and extends herself for the needy,
The disciples response of not
displays wisdom, and teaches kindness.
understanding, being afraid to ask, and
Psalm 1
The Lord makes fruitful those who choose the way of righteousness.
then being silent echoes the story of
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Adam and Eve in the Garden. Their
In this New Testament epistle believers are to cleave to wisdom that
is pure, peaceable, gentle, and full of mercy and good fruits. The
initial reaction of being afraid to ask
Christian community must recognize the results of worldly attitudes and
breaks communication with Jesus;
desires: jealously, disorder, quarrels, even murder. Prayers are too often
offered for the wrong motives, but a harvest of righteousness is sown for
breaks their relationship with him. It
those who sow in peace. The wise will refuse evil and draw near to God,
leaves them with only themselves to
and in doing so, they will find that God has also drawn near to them.
Mark 9:30-37
talk to, and it leads them to do things
In the gospel Jesus foretells his death and resurrection as the Son of
for which they feel ashamed to name.
Man, bidding his disciples to have a servant ministry and to learn to
welcome him and God in a child. The several sayings are linked together
by the theme of Jesus’ lowliness and readiness to suffer for others. His followers’ difficulty in
understanding him and their discussion concerning which of them is greatest stand in sharp
contrast to their Lord’s teachings. Jesus’ action and words with regard to the child remind us of
another saying: whatever is done to the least member of the community is done to him.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

D

iscernment: Listening to what Jesus wants us to do.
To replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow
this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon
archives as well.
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† Pray It Up
Last month we started our Pray it Up - I pray for you, you pray for me
program!
Here’s how it works:
Each Sunday, fill our a Prayer request card found in the pews or at
Coffee Hour. Put yours in the red bowl and take someone else’s
card.
Pray for that request (a simple, love-filled prayer will do!) for one
week, then rip up the card and discard.
Next week, do the same.
If you can’t make it to church, please email prayingnow2@gmail.com
and St. Paul’s will receive your
request and send you someone
else’s request also.
Please let us know of your praise
reports, answered prayers, or
simply how you felt knowing
that someone was praying for
your needs, and you were praying for someone else!
As we release our burdens to
others and give them to God to
deal with - we are free to live
for Him more and more every day!
Questions? Praise Reports? Please see or email Mary Perry at maryperry2@me.com
Amen!
Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, our
visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing
your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

J

oin the Ladies Evening Bible Study beginning September 29th as we study, The
Best Yes. In this six week DVD series, New York Times best-selling author
Lysa TerKeurst leads us to make wise decisions in the midst of endless demands.
Most of us spend a lot of our lives figuring out when to say yes and how to say no.
But we don’t find space for our souls until we learn to step past the yes and no of daily
decisions and seek out a third option: The Best Yes.
Bible Study Time
The Best Yes is the choice that shapes all our other choices. It’s
and Dates:
what allows us to play our necessary parts in God’s plan, to spend our
Tuesdays beginning
energy and focus our passion on the
September 29th
assignments that really are ours. Too
7:00 - 8:30 pm
many of us confuse the command to
love with the disease to please.
September 29th
In this six-session video-based BiOctober 13th
ble study Lysa TerKeurst shows how to October 27th
make better use of the two most power- November 10th
ful words, yes and no. Using Biblical
November 24th
teaching and practical insights this
study will help you be more equipped
to discern the best yes answers for your life.
Please contact Dori McManus if you have any questions at (203) 788-1977 or at dorimcmanus@snet.net
To order your workbook you can click here.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of
others and such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part
of our hearts for all time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Christ Church, Stratford; Trinity, Tariffville; St. Peter’s/Trinity, Thomaston;
Trinity, Torrington.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....The Girl’s Friendly Society, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla,
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Tom
Tucker, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Somaliland; the people of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh; and our
sister and brother members of the Evangelical Missionary Church.
…..St. Paul’s may discern what God would have us do in response to Fr. Joe's question:
"How will God call us in this season of our life together, to give our lives away."
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
.....Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect of the Episcopal Church.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections during the month of September.
.....Iran, that godly leaders will be raised up and trained inside Iran.
.....First Congregational Church of Ridgefield, a congregational partner of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
…..Retired Connecticut Bishop Arthur Walmsley recovering from heart surgery.
.....Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get
movement in his left leg and arm.
.....Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving radiation and
chemotherapy.
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff,
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery.
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer.
.....Julie & Shaw Mudge, that during their time at St. Paul's, until Fr. Joe returns, that all
that would be done to the glory of God, in his way and in his time, and in the power of the
Holy Spirit.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Last week for Holy Cross Day we ran
an article about the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre. Fr. Bill found this
video of the church that shows how
crowded it can get with all the
pilgrims.
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“We have to pray
with our eyes on
God, not on the
difficulties.”
- Oswald
Chambers

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

THE LORD'S BASEBALL GAME

B

†

ob and the Lord stood by to observe a baseball
game. The Lord's team was playing Satan's team.
The Lord's team was at bat, the score was tied
zero to zero, and it was the bottom of the 9th inning with
two outs. They continued to watch as a batter stepped up to
the plate whose name was Love. Love swung at the first pitch
and hit a single, because Love never fails. The next batter was
named Faith, who also got a single because Faith works with Love.
The next batter up was named Godly wisdom. Satan wound up and threw the
first pitch. Godly Wisdom looked it over and let it pass: Ball one. Three more
pitches and Godly Wisdom walked, because Godly wisdom never swings at what
Satan throws. The bases were loaded. The Lord then turned to Bob and told him
He was now going to bring in His star player. Up to the plate stepped Grace. Bob
said, "He sure doesn't look like much!" Satan's whole team relaxed when they
saw Grace. Thinking he had won the game, Satan wound up and fired his first
pitch. To the shock of everyone, Grace hit the ball harder than anyone had ever
seen. But Satan was not worried; his center fielder let very few get by. He went
up for the ball, but it went right through his glove, hit him on the head and sent
him crashing on the ground; then it continued over the fence for a home run! The
Lord's team won. The Lord then asked Bob if he knew why Love, Faith, and Godly
Wisdom could get on base but could not win the game. Bob answered that he did
not know why. The Lord explained, "If your love, faith and wisdom had won the
game you would think you had done it by yourself. Love, faith and wisdom will get
you on base, but only My Grace can get you home. My
Grace is the one thing Satan cannot steal.
It Takes An Editorial Board
- submitted by Carolyn Legg

Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

C

hris Barrett, Debbie
Delaventura, Christine
Domareck, Lynne Donnelly, Carol
Ferro, Steve Hemming, Carolyn Legg,
Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Dori
McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors,
Patrick
O’Connors,
Mary Perry,
Kirsten
Peterson,
Debi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen,
Don Winkley.
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