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"Those who lose their life will find it."
(Matthew 16:25)
Dear Family of St. Paul's,

O

h how I have missed you! This coming Sunday, October 4th,
we will be back together again after six weeks apart, ready for
our new beginning together! Much has occurred in this sabbatical time
for all of us, and we will hold a special coffee hour for the whole parish
starting at 9:30 am to reflect on how the Spirit has been directing us as
individuals, and as a church.
As an African proverb humorously puts it, "If you think you’re too
small to make a
difference, you
haven’t spent the
night with a
mosquito." We all
have amazing
spiritual gifts, and as we
step out in faith and share
them, God builds the
church. More and more
we are experiencing how in giving
ourselves away, we find the true fulfilment
of our existence.
Please join us this Sunday as we give voice to the question: "How is
God calling you to give your life away to become part of something
bigger?" The Spirit is rising at St. Paul's in a special way. May we
present ourselves to God as a living sacrifice, which is our true worship.
And together, we will embrace our
St. Paul’s Church
glorious future as one.
174 Whisconier Road
Faithfully in Christ,

Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† The Question?
How is God calling you to give yourself away
to become part of something bigger ?
Word for Week 1: Seeking His WISDOM
Word for Week 2: What is God’s CALL?
Word for Week 3: An INVITATION
Word for Week 4: Our RESPONSE
Word for Week 5: SEEKING the TRUTH
Word for Week 6: Our GIVE YOUR LIFE AWAY
Word for Week 7: PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

T

his week we put it all together as we plan to respond to The Question Sunday. It is
good to know that God does things in us and through us - just where we are.
We will all have to give an account of our life to God - as a response to His call on our
lives.
• How have we responded to the needs around us.
• Did we trust Him in the decisions we made in the tough times.
• Were we a stumbling block to those wanted to believe in God?
• How will we respond, in our time with Him, in our time with each other, and our
giving of Him and each other.
Truly where God and ourselves come together we are fortified, we are built up, we
become vehicles, we become avenues for other people to know God. God and people
working together - enables us to go out and build up other people and enables us to do great
things through Him with other people.
What we think, say and do is a matter of response to God of listening to the still small
voice of peace in the midst of the storms - it is subtle, the voice of the Holy Spirit, the vision
of Jesus, the acts of God all leads to the building up of the body of Christ. There will
always be more to do than we have time for, but we will be
held accountable for our part - our call.
Just as the job of clergy is impossible if it depended on
just one person, but that is why the church isn’t just clergy we want to come together as the body of Christ to do things
together.
Now, you probably have a full plate in whatever you do in
life today. But God gives us the ability to adjust to the times,
pulls us together as the family of God, as the Church of God,
to pull us together to do what He wants to get accomplished.
It cannot be on any one person’s shoulders.
One reason that God has called us to these past weeks of assessment, is so we don’t stray
too far off or lose focus on what God wants us to do. Looking at it from God’s view - it is a
divine assessment. If in your time these weeks, you sense that you are right where God
wants you - keep doing it. If you find there is room for adjustment or a shift in something,
then listen to the small voice of the Holy Spirit and go where He leads.
Our vision when all is said and done is to be like Christ, to walk in the obedience of God
as He calls us individually and as a church.
• Do you sense the Holy Spirit welling up inside you - ready to burst forth - that is our
adventure which is our life to still come, and to help our fellow travelers along the way.
Do you realize that you are the people that God has called to build up the body of Christ
now - today and no one else? Not the people before us at St. Paul’s and not the people still
to come - they aren’t ready. You are the people that God has called here and now to work
on this assignment these weeks - to build up the church - to be more like Christ.
Our assignment: Pray Heavenly Father, reveal your call to me in this season of our lives together to give our
lives away. Show me your vision of excellence, built on the foundations of Apostles and
prophets and that we go forth in unity to be like Christ. Only in your action plan, in your
timetable. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God now and
forever, Amen.
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Day of Service Cancelled
Our Jericho Partnership Day of Service has been postponing
due to the high probability of inclement weather.
As our planned work projects were to take place outside.
We will reschedule at a later date.
Thank you all for your commitment and willingness
to serve.

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays
from 9:30-10:15 in the Guild
Room for a discussion on the Book of
Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Oct 1

Sat, Oct 3

Sun, Oct 4

Mon, Oct 5
Tue, Oct 6

Wed, Oct 7
Thu, Oct 8

Sat, Oct 10

Sun, Oct 11
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- 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
8:30 am - Jericho Partnership Workday Cancelled weather
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
2:00 pm - Blessing of the Animals, Memorial Garden
19th Sunday after Pentecost (LiveStream)
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion
Click Below to
9:30 am - Special Coffee Hour, Crocker Hall
10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion
4:00 pm - Joyful Noise, Meadow
- 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
- 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
- 10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing
- 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary
20th Sunday after Pentecost (LiveStream)
Click Below to
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion
1:00 pm - Prayer Servant Class, Guild Room

† Transforming Stewardship
“So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field
and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he
would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that
was its name.”
(Genesis 2:19)

T

he creation story reminds us of two important points. First, since
the start, God has put the entire world into our care. Second,
stewardship has been around since the beginning of mankind, it isn’t
something recently invented by the Church. Just as past generations built our Church, it is
now our responsibility to continue to nurture and develop these gifts for future generations.

C

The Prayer Team is
looking for new
members - men/women,
8:00 and/10:30 services.
Do you sense that you
would like to learn more
about how to pray?
There will two half day
trainings - October 11th
and October 18 1:00 5:00 in the Guild Room.
Please sign up with Mary
Perry maryperry2@me.com.

onsider joining us for our “Becoming a Prayer Servant” training this fall. In an
attempt to make it easier to attend, we have broken the class schedule into two
half days: Sunday, October 11 and Sunday, October 18 from 1 - 5. A working lunch will
be provided. This class covers topics such as:
1. Biblical Guidance about Prayer.
2. Partnering with the Holy Spirit in prayer.
3. Preparation and the five step model of prayer for and with someone.
4. The Holy Spirit’s Gifts empower service and more.
Additionally, there will be a module on Street Team Ministry - Do’s and Don’ts (new
as we go out Beyond the Red Doors).
1. As we are continually called further and further Beyond the Red Doors, praying
with people is the simplest and most powerful way to come alongside
someone and be the love of Christ. All we need to do is be obedient - the
outcome is not up to us but to Him.
2. All the Healing and Service ministries involve prayer and it will be a great
foundation for the congregation to have the Vestry trained as well.
3. This training will give you an amazing grounding in the
power you have in the Authority of Jesus, and truly allows
you to be closer to Him as you serve Him in many capacities:
Prayer and Healing team, Stephen Ministry, Beyond the Red Door,
Vestry, Jericho, Youth Group, etc. And, you may have new
ministries that you are called to, right around the corner! The Prayer and Healing Team for
example is actively looking for new Prayer Servants that are being called to serve in the
ministry.
4. This training is beneficial and will enrich your prayer life as you pray for yourself,
family, friends and neighbors!
The cost of the book is $18 and scholarships are available. You may or may not know
how you will be called to use this deepening of your skills, but He certainly does.
Please pray about this training. Let Mary Perry know (maryperry2@me.com) you will
be attending by September 15th - the books will be distributed before the start of class for
pre-reading.
- Mary Perry

† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board

A

lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than
we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of
Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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† Way Up High

by Steve Hemming

“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,
even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you
have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus.”
Ephesians 2:4-6

J

udy Garland, as Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz, sang "Somewhere over the rainbow,
way up high", the opening line of Over the Rainbow, which would become the
signature song of her celebrated career. As believers in Jesus Christ, we are seated way up
high in the heavenly places, with Him. When our Father raised our Lord from the dead, He
seated Jesus at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power
and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that
which is to come. And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all
things to the church, which is His
body, the fullness of Him who fills
all in all (Ephesians 1:20-23).
We were predestined to be with
Jesus in the heavenlies (Ephesians
1:5, 11-12), for He prayed for us
before we were born; “Father, I
desire that they also whom You
gave Me may be with Me where I
am, that they may behold My glory
which You have given Me; for You
loved Me before the foundation of
the world.” (John 17:24) As joint
heirs with Christ, we reign with
Him now and will continue to do
so forever (Romans 5:17,
Revelations 5:10). And He has
given us authority to trample on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing by any means
shall harm us (Luke 10:19).
Using the authority we have over Satan and his demons is
imperative in maintaining our freedom in Christ Jesus. We
need not cower when the enemy comes knocking at our
door. Instead, whenever he tries to oppress or intimidate us,
we can tell him, “Go away, Satan!” and he will leave us,
just like Jesus commanded him, when He was tempted in the
desert (Matthew
4:10).
The authority Jesus used
in the desert to cause Satan to depart reminds me of
my Uncle Jimmy, who would say “Knock it off!” to my cousins Bill and David every time
they misbehaved when they were kids. Both would obey their father’s authority, and
immediately cease their mischievous ways.
So, the next time the enemy comes to steal, kill, and destroy, remember who you are in
Christ. You are seated with Jesus in the heavenly places, way up high above all things.
And He has given you authority over the enemy. Command him in the name of Jesus to
“knock it off!” and watch him flee.

Knock it
off!

“You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, the young lion and the serpent you shall
trample underfoot.” Psalm 91:13

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable
items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.
Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the
church. Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, October 1st

Remigius

Bishop of Rheims, c. 530

R

emigius, also known as Remi, one of the patron saints of France,
was born about 438, the son of the Count of Laon. At the age of
twenty-two he became Bishop of Rheims!
Noted for his learning and holiness of life, Remigius is chiefly
remembered because he converted and baptized King Clovis of the
Franks on Christmas Day, 496. This event
changed the religious history of Europe.
Clovis, by becoming Catholic instead of
Arian, as were most of the Germanic people
of the time, was able to unite the GalloRoman population and their Christian leaders
behind his expanding hegemony over the
Germanic rulers of the West and to liberate
Gaul from Roman domination. His
conversion also made possible the cooperation the Franks gave
later to Pope Gregory the Great in his evangelistic efforts for the
English. Certainly, Clovis’ motives in accepting Catholic
Christianity were mixed, but there is no doubt of the sincerity of
his decision, nor of the important role of Remigius in bringing it
to pass. When Clovis was baptized, together with 3,000 of his
followers, Remi gave him the well-known charge, “Worship
what you have burned, and burn what you have worshiped.”
The feast of Remigius is observed at Rheims on January 13,
possibly the date of his death. The later date of October 1 is
derived from the translation of his relics to a new abbey church
by Pope Leo IX in 1049.
←Statue depicting the baptism of Clovis by Saint Remigius.

Blessing of the Animals
Saturday, October 3

S
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2:00 - 4:00 pm

t. Francis, Patron Saint of Animals and the Environment was born to a very wealthy
family in Assisi, Italy. While recovery from a life threatening
wound Francis heard God in a dream.
Hey kids!
When Frances recovered he went to
church where he heard The Christ
Bring your
from the Crucifix tell him to fix his
pets to church!
church. Francis gave away his life
to build a monastery and to feed
and care for lepers.
There are many stories about
Francis and animals and he
wrote many poems. A
familiar one is Brother Sun
and Sister Moon.
Bring your animals,
reptiles or birds to be blessed
in honor of St. Francis.
Please keep on a leash or in a
cage. We do not want to lose
any of our precious pets.

T

he secret is out! Today many of us strive with deep yearnings for insider
information. We turn to everything from news pundits, to horoscopes, to fortunetellers, to investment brokers all in an effort to obtain foreknowledge to guide us today and
predict tomorrow.
God must have known of our deep human need for prediction, as biblical prophecy has
provided the surest, most reliable source for us to gain daily guidance and plans for our
future. This year St. Paul’s Adult Education class will investigates the book that seems to
be on everybody’s mind: Revelation.
In an era when the end-times, a topic that that used to only cross the minds of the
devout, is discussed by everyone from economists, politicians, newscasters to ministers of
every faith, the biblical book of Revelation strikes true and relevant as a reliable source for
wisdom. Today we are pummeled with images and events of catastrophic scales: mass
poverty, destruction, wars, beheadings and torture, combined with an ever increasing loss of
God at the center and the growing trend to replace Him with the dominion of a one world
government. Today, human and supernatural events occur that we never thought we would
live to experience. All of a sudden, what seemed to be far off is here now, leaving humanity
clambering for guidance, for none of us likes being taken by surprise and blind-sided by life.
Jesus is the secret to understanding God’s great plan for the world. The Bible holds
God’s story for humanity from beginning to end. The Bible is available for us to read the
whole story and to engage with it in on a daily basis for everyday help. Each week St.
Paul’s Adult Education class will read from the book of Revelation combined with Old and
New Testament passages to understand the times we live in and to gain daily guidance for
each step they take. As St. Augustine, an ancient Bishop from the Middle East discovered
about the secret of the Bible, “In the Old the New is concealed, in the New the Old is
revealed.”
We do well to keep the story that God provided for humanity at the forefront of our
minds in an age that is unfolding more rapidly than we are often comfortable with. It only
serves our benefit to look to scripture for help each day to make choices and to gain insight
into our souls and everyday lives. I believe that above all else we want to be whole, we
want to understand why we are the way we are, why the world is the way it is, how to keep
safe, how to keep our loved ones safe, and how to procure hope for the future. No matter
who you are, what you believe, where you come from, what you did, where you are now, or
where you think you are heading, I welcome and invite any all to join in the pursuit of
wisdom, true knowledge, peace, restoration and redemption that is waiting as a free offering
to you.
"Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are
those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near."
Revelation 1:3
St. Paul’s Adult Education begins promptly each Sunday at 9:30 am and ends at 10:15;
it will be co-led by Tara and Fr. Joe Shepley in the Guild Room.

J

esus says, “Let the little children come to me … for it is to such of these that
the kingdom of heaven is given.”
Can we trust as children do? Can
we lay our lives in His hands, trusting
His plan for us … and respond with
gratitude and thanksgiving for all?
Will we let Him lay his hands on us
and bless us?
9

† Scholarly Speaking
Veneration of the Cross

S

eptember 14th was Holy Cross Day (we observed it on the 16th here at St. Paul’s)
and I have been looking a little bit into various practices of devotion to the Cross of
Christ in Christian history. Let us begin with a quick historical note:
Constantine’s mother, the Empress Helena, was apparently already a
Christian by the time of Constantine’s conversion. In 326 (just after
the Council of Nicaea) she began a period of three years in the Holy
Land seeking Christian sites and relics. She is credited with
discovering Golgotha, Jesus’ tomb, and three crosses in the area now
coved by the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.* One of these crosses
was associated with healing miracles, and thus identified as the True
Cross. The Church was consecrated, and (part of) the Cross set up in
it, on September 14, 335, providing the date for the feast. Other pieces
of the Cross were distributed to other churches and she brought one back
to Rome.
By 340 veneration of the cross (apparently on Good Friday - certainly this became the
practice) was established there, and Bishop Cyril mentions in a sermon that portions of the
Cross had been distributed throughout the world. A generation later a
Spanish nun, Egeria, made a pilgrimage and a letter describing it has been
preserved. She describes the Good Friday veneration of the Cross:
1. Then a chair is placed for the bishop in Golgotha behind the Cross,
which is now standing; the bishop duly takes his seat in the chair, and a
table covered with a linen cloth is placed before him; the deacons stand
round the table, and a silver-gilt casket is brought in which is the holy wood
of the Cross. The casket is opened and (the wood) is taken out, and both the
wood of the Cross and the title are placed upon the table.
2. Now, when it has been put upon the table, the bishop, as he sits, holds
the extremities of the sacred wood firmly in his hands, while the deacons
who stand around guard it. It is guarded thus because the custom is that the
people, both faithful and catechumens, come one by one and, bowing down
at the table, kiss the sacred wood and pass through. And because, I know
not when, some one is said to have bitten off and stolen a portion of the sacred wood, it is
thus guarded by the deacons who stand around, lest any one approaching should venture to
do so again.
3. And as all the people pass by one by one, all
bowing themselves, they touch the Cross and the title,
first with their foreheads and then with their eyes; then
they kiss the Cross and pass through, but none lays his
hand upon it to touch
o you have a question you
it.
would like answered by our Although the details
may differ widely
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
similar acts of
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
veneration continue to
historical or other inquiries to:
be used today. In
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

(Continued on page 11)

Tucker Needs a Home!

D

o you love cats? Tucker has been a part of
George & Barbara Crocker’s family
however, he has been a lot of care for George and he
would like to rehome him. Talk to Fr. George
Crocker or inquire with Dorothy Crocker if more
info needed. Time is running out.
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(Continued from page 10)

Vernation of the Cross

Anglican tradition they fell out of favor at the Reformation but have since been restored; our
own BCP includes devotions for this purpose (Pp. 281-282) normally using a wooden cross.
Such forms began to be used during the Catholic Revival of the Oxford Movement; but
verbal expressions of the centrality of the cross (usually without
any ceremonial) were always part of Anglican practice.
Hymns and poetry honoring the Cross go back at least to the
6th century, when the poet-bishop Venantius Honorius
Fortunatus composed two hymns (162 and 166 in the 1979
Hymnal). Both are widely used in Holy Week, but the first was
originally composed to welcome a relic of the True Cross that
was sent to Poitiers during his time there.‡ Another early
mediaeval poem honoring the Cross is “The Dream of the
Rood” written in Anglo Saxon by an anonymous poet. The date
is also unknown but it may have been inspired by the
presentation of a relic to King Alfred the Great. The two
earliest surviving copies are a MS in Vercelli Italy, and
(partially) in an inscription on a large (18 feet high) stone cross
in Ruthwell Scotland. The poem itself describes a dream in
which the Cross appears to the poet and tells him of its
construction and of the crucifixion of Our Lord. The dream
cross first appears covered with gold and gems, but at times
during the dream it is covered instead with the blood of Christ.
Isaac Watts’ hymn, “When I survey the wondrous cross” (474)
has often reminded me of the Dream, but so far as I can discover
the poem was unknown until well after his death.
“We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because by the Holy Cross you have
redeemed the world.” (BCP p. 281)

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*
†
‡

The original church was begun at her instigation, though not completed until after her death. Cf Wikipedia,
sv. True Cross, (retrieved 9/17/15).
Egeria's Description of the Liturgical Year in Jerusalem: Translation (retrieved 9/17/15).
Wikipedia, sv. Venantius Fortunatus, (retrieved 9/17/15).

SAVE THE DATE!

A Joyful Noise

A Christian
TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
Alternative
to meadow this Sunday, October 4th at
Join
us in the
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -Yoga

4 PM to make a joyful noise to the Lord
andALTERNATIVE
to ATIVE TO YOGA
THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
welcome Father Joe and Tara back!

Joyce says,
“Can I have double
lavender this
week?”

There will be a potluck supper and singing around

Crocker
Hall
eachfamily
Saturday
the Classes
campfire.held
Areinyou
famous
in your
for at 10 am with

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions at maryperry2@me.com

your scrumptious chili? Then share it at The
Great Chili Cook-off! Are desserts
your forte? Then enter your pie in our

Deep
Gentle
Apple
Pie Stretching,
Contest! Mark
yourMovement,
calendars and Strong Scripture
forevent.
flexibility and strength.
for thiscombine
fun autumn
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
When Jesus Left His Father’s Throne
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! Hymn Tune: Coronation
Now Thank We All Our God

“When Jesus Left His Father’s Throne”
This hymn for “Children recalling Christ’s example and
his love” is preserved on a flyleaf found in James
Montgomery’s manuscripts, with a note that it was written
for the Hallam Sunday School, near Sheffield, and first used
there on October 26, 1816. It was first published
Want to listen in to what in 1819 and has been in the Hymnal since 1826.
Mongomery was born in Irvine, Ayrshire, in
we’ll be singing on Sunday
1771,
the son of a Moravian minister. His father,
at 10:30? Or do you want
who
had
been an Irish peasant, intended him to
to listen to a song from last
study for Moravian ministry, but the boy made
week once more?
little progress, spending much time writing
You can listen on Spotify by
poetry, and was dismissed from school. He
clicking here: St. Paul's 10:30
finally became a contributor and assistant editor
Service
to the Sheffield Register in 1794. After the
This week’s worship music
owner of the paper was forced to leave the
includes At Your country, Mongomery became working editor and
Name (Yahweh, finally owner.
Yahweh), Lifted
A man of strong convictions and great freedom of thought, he was a true
High, Amen
fighting liberal who suffered fines and imprisonment in York Castle for printing
(Because He
a poem celebrating the fall of the Bastille, and a militant article on local politics.
Lives), From the He pioneered in many humanitarian enterprises, and was especially active in
Inside Out, &
denunciation of the slave trade. His ability won eventual recognition and he
Everlasting God. was invited to lecture at the Royalk Institution. He is best known for his more
than 400 hymns, ten of which are still in common use in our current Hymnal.

† Happy Birthday to You!

A

manda Brink & Barbara DeAnzeris celebrate today! Sunday is the big
day for Diane Loring & Michael Kane. Laura Zombo will be opening
presents on Tuesday. Barbara Castronova will be blowing out candles on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

G

od writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the flowers
and clouds and stars.
- Martin Luther

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† Prayer Tent Events

O

n Saturday, September 26th, the Beyond the Red Door
Ministry was present with its red Prayer Here canopy at the
Athletes of Christ Walk and Breakfast.
It was a well attended event on a beautiful day in a beautiful
setting! God’s presence was mighty as the prayer servants prayed
with Ministry organizers, walkers and attendees.
It was truly a day the Lord made, and
we all rejoiced in it!

On Friday,
October 30th - St.
Paul’s Trunk or Treat.
Prayer tent and Prayer
Servants.
We could use
prayer servants to
schedule to attend, as
well as volunteers to
help set up/take down.
Please contact Mary
Perry
(maryperry2@me.com)
if you are able to
support us!

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

“Mary, can we
do ‘Jars of Clay’
more often?
Just kiddin’!”

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am
with Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor
Drop by or Email Mary with questions at
maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong
Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2016
“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being
by itself.” James 2:15-17

S

aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our
mission work. We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval. Items in this
budget come from you, the parishioners! This is your opportunity to enhance your personal
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish!
As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword
Points” article. This is your opportunity to “put a
face” on what we as a parish are supporting.
We invite your active participation in this
budgeting process as well as your involvement
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee. We meet first
Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room.
If you have any questions regarding this process,
please contact a member of the mission committee:
Barbara DeAnzeris, Lois Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill
Schrull, Ron Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer & Don Winkley.
Mission Organization:_____________________
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________
Our task is to sponsor those missions that are:
 Christ Centered
 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors
 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish
members.
Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support?
Prayer Needs: ____________________
Financial Support: $_______________
Physical Assistance: ______________
Any other pertinent information for committee consideration.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 3, 2015.
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E

mily Perry would like to thank the St.
Paul’s Prayer Shawl Ministry for the
blanket for the baby - Grady wears it well and
feels the love and prayers! Thank you!

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them
feel good about their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people
who feel called to serve in this important
ministry.
If you are interested
in becoming a
greeter, please
contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen

† Start Spreading the News!

“H

ave you ever wondered what it feels like to have a
love for the lost? This is a term we use as part of
our Christian jargon. Many believers search their hearts in
condemnation, looking for the arrival of some feeling of
benevolence that will propel them into bold evangelism. It will never happen. It is
impossible to love “the lost.” You can’t feel deeply for an abstraction or a concept. You
would find it impossible to love deeply an unfamiliar individual portrayed in a photograph,
let alone a nation or a race or something as vague as “all lost people.”
Don’t wait for a feeling or love in order to share Christ with a stranger. You already
love your heavenly Father, and you know that this stranger is created by Him, but separated
from Him, so take those first steps in evangelism because you love God. It is not primarily
out of compassion for humanity that we share our faith or pray for the lost; it is first of all,
love for God.”
John Piper

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday & Thursday evenings 5:45 – 6:45 pm at St. Paul’s Church

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are you looking for a way to
help maintain what you have already built? If so,
please join us for Saint Paul's Boot Camp
class! All fitness levels & adult ages (18 &
up) are welcome. Bring a friend if you would
mp
Boot Ca
like!
s
t
e
now me
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied
hts a
to keep your body guessing, and to provide you
two nig
with a varied, challenging workout at YOUR fitness level. Increase
week!
your strength, flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Questions? Contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or
Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 704-609-6502).
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The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study Is Studying Joshua
Weekly at 9:15 in the Guild Room.

F

or centuries God promised to
give the land of Canaan to the
family of Abraham. With the
seasoned commander Joshua as His
general, the Lord leads His army to
take possession of its inheritance.
This Bible study on the book of
Joshua examines the unforgettable
lessons God taught His people about
Himself and what it means to be a citizen of His Kingdom. - Click here for more info.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am.
Call or email, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.

At Last, It’s Here!
WHO: For our parishioners
WHAT: Our history book “St. Paul’s Episcopal Church – the
first 230 years” will be available for sale.
WHEN: On Sunday, October 4th
WHERE: During the coffee hour between services.
HOW: $30. Cash, or check made out to St. Paul’s Church
(with “history book” on the memo line).
Note: The books will be sold, first come, first served.
When the first batch is sold, we will take orders and payment,
and then delivery will be made within a few weeks.
See Sandy Chaleski with any questions. 203-730-2336

The sacristans for October are Betty Gardner, Dori McManus, and Gail Winkley.
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† Pray It Up
Last month we started our Pray it Up - I pray for you, you pray for me
program!
Here’s how it works:
Each Sunday, fill our a Prayer request card found in the pews or at
Coffee Hour. Put yours in the red bowl and take someone else’s
card.
Pray for that request (a simple, love-filled prayer will do!) for one
week, then rip up the card and discard.
Next week, do the same.
If you can’t make it to church, please email prayingnow2@gmail.com
and St. Paul’s will receive your
request and send you someone
else’s request also.
Please let us know of your praise
reports, answered prayers, or
simply how you felt knowing
that someone was praying for
your needs, and you were praying for someone else!
As we release our burdens to
others and give them to God to
deal with - we are free to live
for Him more and more every day!
Questions? Praise Reports? Please see or email Mary Perry at maryperry2@me.com
Amen!
Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, our
visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing
your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

J

oin the Ladies Evening Bible Study which began a new series September 29th as
we study, The Best Yes. In this six week DVD series, New York Times bestselling author Lysa TerKeurst leads us to make wise decisions in the midst of endless
demands.
Most of us spend a lot of our lives figuring out when to say yes and how to say no.
But we don’t find space for our souls until we learn to step past the yes
and no of daily decisions and seek out a third option: The Best Yes.
Bible Study Time
The Best Yes is the choice that shapes all our other choices. It’s
and Dates:
what allows us to play our necessary parts in God’s plan, to spend our
Tuesdays beginning
energy and focus our passion on the
September 29th
assignments that really are ours. Too
7:00 - 8:30 pm
many of us confuse the command to
September 29th
love with the disease to please.
In this six-session video-based Bible October 13th
October 27th
study Lysa TerKeurst shows how to
make better use of the two most power- November 10th
November 24th
ful words, yes and no. Using Biblical
teaching and practical insights this
study will help you be more equipped to discern the best
yes answers for your life.
Please contact Dori McManus if you have any questions at (203) 788-1977 or at dorimcmanus@snet.net
To order your workbook you can click here.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Faithfulness in Love
Job 1:1; 2:1-10
n our first lesson we hear the beginning of the story of Job; the plight of a righteous man.
Satan appears in God’s heavenly court and charges that Job is upright only because of the
many blessings that are his. God permits Satan to test Job greatly through terrible and tragic
trials. Then, through dialogue and poetry, the Book of Job explores the problem of human
suffering and faith in God’s ways with unflinching honesty and feeling.
Psalm 26
A plea for justice by one who serves the Lord well.
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
The author of the Letter to the Hebrews teaches that Jesus, the exact
imprint of God’s being and the pioneer of our salvation made perfect
Mark 10:2-16
through suffering, is superior to all the angelic order. God inspired the
prophets but has now spoken through a Son, the heir of all things, and
Jesus is being tested
through whom the worlds were created. For a while made lower than
for his detailed
angels, he now through his death sanctifies all whom he calls brothers
and sisters.
knowledge of the
Mark 10:2-16
Torah and his ability
In the gospel Jesus, asked about divorce, reaches back to the
creation story to set before his hearers the ideal of the marriage
to demonstrate
relationship, and then blesses children. In Jesus’ lifetime there were
wisdom in his
many views on divorce, some strict and some more lenient. In one
sense, Jesus is the strictest of all: what through natural union God has
application of it to real
made one cannot be separated by human action. Yet, in another sense,
life issues.
Jesus’ answer refused to deal with the question in the way it is asked.
Instead he honors the solemnity and purpose of marriage. Anything
less is sin, which cannot be dismissed by human regulations. His disciples seem surprised by
this teaching and also by his embracing of children.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

A

nother installment in our sermon series on Fr. Joe’s
question. To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out
our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

I

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of
others and such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part
of our hearts for all time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. John’s, Vernon; St. Paul’s, Wallingford; St. John’s, Washington.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Youth and youth ministries; J2A, Confirm Not Conform, and all other confirmation
classes and other programs that challenge youth to grow in their faith & discipleship.
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla,
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Tom
Tucker, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Syria; the people of the Plurinational State of Bolivia; and our sister and
brother members of the Swiss Mennonite Conference.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
.....Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect of the Episcopal Church.
…..New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections during the month of October.
.....Malasia, for the safety of evangelists, who can be imprisoned for proselytizing Muslims.
.....French Speaking Baptist Church, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get
movement in his left leg and arm.
.....Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving radiation and
chemotherapy.
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff,
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery.
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer.
.....Gloria Dom, Beth Trott’s mother, relief from terrible muscle
spasms in her lower back.

“P

rayer is not asking. It is a longing of the soul. It is daily admission of one's weakness.
It is better in prayer to have a heart without words than words without a heart.”
― Mahatma Gandhi

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Just in time for the Blessing of the
Animals this video is a true story of a
rescued greyhound who becomes a
healer to others. "There are many in
the world who are dying for a piece of
bread, but there are many more dying
for a little love." - Mother Teresa
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October Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

October 4th

October 18th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Dorothy Crocker
Acolyte: Erinn O’Hara
Lector: Job 1:1; 2:1-10 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Pam Szen
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Psalm 26 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Job 38:1-7, 34-41 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b Hebrews 5:1-10

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Job 1:1; 2:1-10 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 26 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Dorothy Crocker / Vito Barbieri
Acolytes: Joe Bernardo / Jack Powell
Lector: Job 38:1-7, 34-41 Lynne Donnelly
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b Hebrews 5:1-10

October 11th

October 25th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Job 23:1-9, 16-17 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 22:1-15 Hebrews 4:12-16

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Mike Kirner
Lector: Job 42:1-6, 10-17 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22 Hebrews 7:23-28

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & Dave Williams
Acolytes: Joe Bernardo / Jack Powell
Lector: Job 23:1-9, 16-17 Rose Barrett
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 22:1-15 Hebrews 4:12-16

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Nick Janofsky
Lector: Job 42:1-6, 10-17 Ray Ferro
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22 Hebrews 7:23-28

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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October 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Property
Committee

11:00 am House of

7:30 pm Music Night

2:00 pm Blessing of the
Animals

4 19 Pentecost

5

6

7

8

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Special
Coffee Hour
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Joyful Noise

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion I
& Healing

1:00 pm Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

5:45 pm Boot Camp

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

11 20 Pentecost

12 Columbus Day 13

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
1:00 pm Prayer Servant
Class

5:45 pm Boot Camp

9

Prayer

10

11:00 am House of

Parish Office Closed

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study
5:45 pm Boot Camp

14

15

10:00 am Holy
Communion I
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

7:00 pm Staff Meeting

16

Prayer

17
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Healing Team

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Music Night

11:00 am House of

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

Prayer

18 21 Pentecost

19

20

21

22

23

24

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
1:00 pm Prayer Servant
Class
4:00 pm Youth Group &
Juniors

St. Luke

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

St. James of
Jerusalem

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

25 22 Pentecost

26

Healing Sunday

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
1:00 pm Prayer Servant
22Class
4:00 pm Trunk or Treat

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters
11:00 am House of

27

28

29

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

St. Simon &
St. Jude

5:45 pm Boot Camp

5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:00 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

7:30 pm Music Night

30

Prayer

31
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am House of

Prayer

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

C

hris Barrett, Christine Domareck,
Lynne Donnelly, Carol Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors,
Mary Perry,
Ken Perry,
Kirsten
Peterson,
Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen,
Don Winkley
& Gail
Winkley.
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