
   

 

  www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 October 8, 2015 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  Sword Points 
†  Hearing Our Shepherd’s Voice 

 

And I have other sheep that are not of this fold.  I must bring them also, 
and they will listen to my voice.  So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

(John 10:16) 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

L ast Sunday was a 

powerful day for us at 

St. Paul's!  From the morning 

worship services, including 

our special coffee hour in 

between, to our "Make A 

Joyful Noise" celebration that 

evening, we saw our parish 

family at its best as we 

glorified God as one.  My heartfelt thanks goes to everyone who helped make our festivities 

so special.  A Rector and family could not be more blessed by such a beautiful homecoming 

celebration. 

The time ahead now awaits us as we explore together where the Holy Spirit will lead us.  

We are following Jesus, listening to His voice and witnessing His Spirit widening God's 

flock all around us. 

Please take note of two new Bible studies this fall: The Book of Revelation during the 

Rector's Forum, and a Men's Bible Study on Hebrews that I will lead on Monday evenings 

beginning on November 2nd. 

These offerings add to the many other opportunities available at St. Paul's for growing in 

the knowledge of 

God's Word, the 

essential way of truly 

hearing our 

Shepherd's voice. 
 

Blessings in Christ, 

S word Points will not be published on October 

22nd.  Contributors should submit materials 

on October 14th for next week’s issue and by 

October 28th for the November Sword of the Spirit. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Oct  8 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Oct 10 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Oct 11 - 20th Sunday after Pentecost (LiveStream) 

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   1:00 pm - Prayer Servant Training, Guild Room 

Mon, Oct 12 - Columbus Day (Parish Office Closed) 

Tue, Oct 13 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

   7:00 pm - Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Oct 14 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing 

   7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Thu, Oct 15 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

   7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, Oct 16 - 7:00 pm - Bible Journey to Turkey & Greece departs for Istanbul 

Sat, Oct 17 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Oct 18 - 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   1:00 pm - Prayer Servant Training, Guild Room 

   4:00 pm - Youth Group & Juniors 

 

“H ow hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom 
of God.”  All of us have much wealth, you know, especially 

by the standard of many in the rest of the world.  We are so blessed!  As 
stewards and disciples, are we willing to live our lives and use 
all our gifts to honor God and follow His teachings. 

T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays 

from 9:30-10:15 in the Guild 

Room for a discussion on  the Book of 

Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley. 

Click Below to 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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Trunk or Treat - Sun, October 25, 4-6 pm.  Children through grade 5 can come 

'Trunk or Treat' in a kid-friendly safe environment, right here at St. Paul's.  There 

will be games, crafts, face painting, and of course, tons of candy!  We are looking 

for trunk sign-ups, candy donations and a few adult volunteers to help make this 

event a success.  Sign up during coffee hour or email stpaulsown@gmail.com  

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
mailto:stpaulsown@gmail.com
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C onsider joining us for our “Becoming a Prayer Servant” training this fall.  In an 
attempt to make it easier to attend, we have broken the class schedule into two 

half days: Sunday, October 11 and Sunday, October 18 from 1 - 5.  A working lunch will 
be provided.  This class covers topics such as: 

1.  Biblical Guidance about Prayer. 
2.  Partnering with the Holy Spirit in prayer. 
3.  Preparation and the five step model of prayer for and with someone. 
4.  The Holy Spirit’s Gifts empower service and more. 
 

Additionally, there will be a module on Street Team Ministry - Do’s and Don’ts (new 
as we go out Beyond the Red Doors). 

1.  As we are continually called further and further Beyond the Red Doors, praying 
with people is the simplest and most powerful way to come alongside 
someone and be the love of Christ.  All we need to do is be obedient - the 

outcome is not up to us but to Him. 
2.  All the Healing and Service ministries involve prayer and it will be a great 

foundation for the congregation to have the Vestry trained as well. 
3.  This training will give you an amazing grounding in the 
power you have in the Authority of Jesus, and truly allows 

you to be closer to Him as you serve Him in many capacities:  
Prayer and Healing team, Stephen Ministry, Beyond the Red Door, 
Vestry, Jericho, Youth Group, etc.  And, you may have new 

ministries that you are called to, right around the corner!  The Prayer and Healing Team for 
example is actively looking for new Prayer Servants that are being called to serve in the 
ministry. 

4.  This training is beneficial and will enrich your prayer life as you pray for yourself, 
family, friends and neighbors! 

The cost of the book is $18 and scholarships are available.  You may or may not know 
how you will be called to use this deepening of your skills, but He certainly does. 

Please pray about this training.  Let Mary Perry know (maryperry2@me.com) if you will 
be attending.  The books will be distributed before the start of class for pre-reading. 

- Mary Perry 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle 
than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

(Mark 10:25) 
 

J esus uses tough language that we may not want to hear.  
But, we are all called to be generous with all our gifts.  

Not just the ones we pick and choose, but all our gifts: our time 
in prayer to God, our talent in participating in parish ministries 
and our treasure supporting our local parish and other charities. 

The Prayer Team is 

looking for new 

members - men/women, 

8:00 and/10:30 services.  

Do you sense that you 

would like to learn more 

about how to pray?  

There will two half day 

trainings - October 11th 

and October 18 1:00 - 

5:00 in the Guild Room.  

Please sign up with Mary 

Perry - 

maryperry2@me.com. 

L ove people enough to share 

Jesus?  You can learn and 

help at the Flea Market this Sunday.  

Contact Min. Bob Cutting, Lynne 

Donnelly, or John Tuthill for 

details. 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, October 8th 

William Dwight Porter Bliss, Priest, 1926 

Richard Theodore Ely, Economist, 1943 
 

R ichard Theodore Ely was born in 1854 in Ripley, New York.  The son of 
Presbyterians, he became an Episcopalian while working on his undergraduate 

degree at Columbia.  After receiving his doctorate in economics at 
the University of Heidelberg, Germany, he taught at Johns Hopkins 
University and then at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
In 1894, Ely was accused of teaching socialist principles and effort 
was made to remove him from this professorship.  Ely, who rejected 
the extremes of both capitalism and socialism, stated in his defense, 
“I condemn alike that individualism that would allow the state no 
room for industrial activity, and that socialism which would absorb 
in the state the functions of the individual.”  What was needed 
instead, he argued, was a proper and healthy balance between public 
and private enterprise.  Ely favored competition with regulation that 
would raise the moral and ethical level of economic practice. 

Ely claimed that the Gospel was social rather than individualistic in nature, and he 
consistently called the Episcopal Church to work toward the reform of capitalism for the 
sake of the rights and dignity of the American worker.  Ely’s principles were highly 
influential on his friend Walter Rauschenbusch, one of the major 
figures in the Social Gospel Movement. 

Like R.T. Ely, William Dwight Porter Bliss believed that 
the church was called to work for economic justice, the 
principles of which were grounded in the Gospel.  Originally 
ordained a Congregationalist minister, in 1886 he became an 
Episcopal deacon and was ordained to the priesthood the next 
year.  He served parishes in Massachusetts, California, and New 
York before organizing the first Christian Socialist Society in the 
United States in 1899.  Bliss consistently claimed that economic 
justice, for which all Christians were responsible, was “rooted 
and grounded in Christ, the liberator, the head of humanity.”  
Among his written works are The Encyclopedia of Social 
Reform (1898) and The Hand-Book of Socialism (1895). 

†  From Last Week’s Sermon… 
 

C an you find the “Bee” and the Celtic Cross?  Hint the cross is on the right.  The 

Sword Points staff looked at the stained glass window for a long time and couldn’t 

find the bee(s).  Organist Kirsten Peterson told us 

it must be the finial.  Must be. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  Worthless Idolatry 
by Steve Hemming 

 

This is what the Lord says: “What fault did your ancestors find in me, that they 
strayed so far from me?  They followed worthless idols and became worthless 
themselves.” Jeremiah 2:5 

 

W hen I read the scripture above recently, it opened my eyes to the severe outcome 
that can happen when we follow after anything that is not of God.  The same 

words describing the worthlessness of idolatry are found in 2 Kings 17, where as an 
outcome of not trusting the Lord, Israel rejected His decrees and statutes He warned them to 
keep, and subsequently, they followed worthless idols and themselves became worthless (v. 
14-15). 

According to Unger’s Bible Dictionary, idolatry is defined as paying divine honor to any 
created thing.  Almighty God has made it very clear in His commandments that we are not 
to have any gods besides Him, nor are we to bow down to idols and serve them (Exodus 
20:3-5).  Likewise in the New Testament, Jesus our Lord tells us that we cannot serve two 
masters, for we will either hate the one and love the other, or else be loyal to the one and 
despise the other (Matthew 6:24).  Additionally, Paul the Apostle states in 1 Corinthians 8:4, 
that an idol is nothing in the world, and there 
is no other God but one. 

There can be serious consequences 
associated with worshiping anything besides 
our God.  When we serve idols they become a 
snare to us, as noted in Psalm 106:36.  And as 
we develop a preoccupation of pursuing 
anything other than the Lord, our judgment 
will get seriously clouded.  Romans 1:21-25 
describes the depravity of the mind, heart, and 
body that results from prolonged focus on 
things that are created, rather than on the 
Creator. 

“Although they knew God, they did not 
glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but 
became futile in their thoughts, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened.  Professing to 
be wise, they became fools, and changed the 
glory of the incorruptible God into an image 
made like corruptible man - and birds and 
four-footed animals and creeping things.  Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, 
in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the 
truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who 
is blessed forever. Amen.” 

In Galatians 5:19-21, idolatry is listed among the various works of the flesh that pose a 
sharp contrast to the fruits of the Spirit that are identified in the subsequent verses.  It is also 
sobering to note that those who practice the works of the flesh will not inherit the kingdom 
of God (see also 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 and Ephesians 5:5). 

Do you idolize anything that is devouring your devotion and drawing you away from 
loving God with all your heart?  If your answer is yes, how can commitment, loyalty, and a 
true, obedient love for the Lord be restored? 
Repent – 

“Repent, turn away from your idols, and turn your faces away from all your 
abominations.”  (Ezekiel 14:6) 

“Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin.  
Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit.”  (Ezekiel 18:30-31) 

 
(Continued on page 8) 
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Blessing of the 

Animals 
Saturday, 

October 3 
 

 

Put Idolatry to Death – 

“Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, 
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”  (Colossians 
3:5) 

“And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but 
present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness to God.”  (Romans 6:13) 

Be Cleansed – 

“Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you 
from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  I will give you a new heart and put 
a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh.”  (Ezekiel 36:25-26) 

“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water.”  (Hebrews 10:22) 

Depart from Idolatry – 

“Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.”  (1 Corinthians 10:14) 

“Abstain from every form of evil.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
 

Jonah 2:8 states; “Those who cling to worthless idols turn away from God's love for 
them.”  Rather than turn to worthless idols, return to the Lord your God with your whole 
heart, for His unfailing love is priceless!  (Psalm 36:7). 

(Continued from page 7) 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

The Shape of the World 

 

A s we celebrate Christopher Columbus and his voyages of discovery this weekend, it 
might be a good time to consider how his faith, and his reading of the Bible, led 

him to make the attempt. 
 [My research assistant has just told me of a new prediction that 
the world will end shortly before midnight tonight (Wednesday).  
This naturally suggests that I should put this aside and go to bed; 
however on the off chance that this prediction is no more accurate 
than the last 300 or so on the topic, I shall resist that temptation and 
carry on.] 
 There are many lives of Columbus available, including a quite 
acceptable one from Wikipedia, so a very brief summary should be 
sufficient here.  He was born and raised in and near Genoa (there 
are competing claims for Spain and 
Portugal but they are not widely accepted) 
and went to sea at age ten.  He sailed first in 

the navy of Genoa; then in Genoan and Portuguese merchant ships.  
About 1480 he took up the idea (proposed by the Italian astronomer 
Toscanelli) of sailing West to reach Asia, and spent the next dozen 
years seeking support for such a venture.  After being turned down 
by King John II of Portugal he made applications to Henry VII of 
England and to Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain - the former also 
turned him down but the latter (after several years of hesitation) 
finally agreed to back him.  His voyages of exploration, and the 
charges of cruelty (to the point of genocide) and ineffective 
governance are all well known.* 

While he was not a scholar, Columbus learned and wrote in Latin, Castilian, and 
Portuguese (though oddly we have no writings from him in his presumably native Italian) 

and added extensive marginal notes to his books.  He read the 
Scriptures widely, and, as we shall see, that became part of his 
proposal to the Spanish monarchs.  He consistently held that 
bringing Christianity to the native peoples was a major 
motivation for his explorations, and starting with his second 
voyage he did in fact bring priests with him as missionaries, even 
though he also became increasingly exploitative of them.†  His 
reading included travelogues (including Marco Polo), Natural 
History (including Pliny), and astronomy, geography, and 
history.  Here we can dispose of the ‘Flat Earth Myth;’ ‡ 
Columbus did not have to disprove that, as Greek philosophers 
knew that the earth was spherical by about 500 BC, and by 1492 
almost everyone who had any reason to care about it knew it too.  
The size of the earth had also been calculated fairly accurately by 

250 BC§ but competing calculations differing standards for units of measurement were still 
unresolved by Columbus’ time, and we know that for this and other reasons he seriously 
underestimated the distance to be traversed.◊ 

Now, we get to the Biblical part.  The apocrypha includes two Books of Esdras.  Chapter 
6 of 2 Esdras includes a summary of the Creation Story, and verse 47 tells us, “On the fifth 

day you [God] commanded the seventh part, where the 
water had been gathered together, to bring forth living 
creatures, birds, and fishes; and so it was done.”  
Columbus clearly interpreted this as a ratio (six times as 
much dry land as sea) and thus concluded that there was 
much less ocean to be crossed between Western Europe 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=311278987
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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and Eastern Asia than there actually was between Europe and America (a miscalculation 
which probably kept him from recognizing that he had never reached the Indies - which in 
his day meant virtually all of southeast Asia). 

 Between his third and fourth voyages Columbus wrote The Book of Prophecies in 
which he describes his voyages in terms of the fulfillment of prophecy.  He cites four fairly 
common beliefs about the end of the world: 

1.  Christianity must be spread throughout the world. 
2.  The Garden of Eden must be found - It was the common belief in the Middle Ages 
that the biblical Garden of Eden must have been on the top of a crag or mountaintop so 
that it would not have been affected by the first destruction of the world by flood.  Upon 
arriving in Venezuela in 1498, Columbus may have thought that the verdant crags of 
Venezuela bore the garden of the Old Testament of the Bible. 
3.  A Last Crusade must take back the Holy Land from the Muslims, and that when 
Christ comes, he will come back in the place he lived and died: Jerusalem. 
4.  A Last World Emperor must be chosen - Columbus had chosen, at least in his mind, 
that the Catholic Monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella, would fulfill this position due to the 
vast imperial power and religious conviction the Spanish monarchs claimed.  A last 
world emperor would be necessary to lead the aforementioned crusade against the 
Muslims and to greet Christ at Jerusalem once the previous steps had been completed.● 
He then shows his work as leading to their completion.  The link to the Last Crusade 

becomes clear when it is seen that the gold recovered from his discoveries would be used (in 
part) to fund that Crusade. 

Like most contemporary Christians I find it difficult to condone his treatment of the 
native peoples he encountered - or even to reconcile this with his aim of spreading 
Christianity - and indeed he lost many of the privileges originally granted to him as a result 
- but however much he may have gone astray it is hard to say that his original motivation 
did not spring from his faith. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* Wikipedia, sv. Christopher Columbus, (retrieved 10/07/15). 
† Ibid.  
‡ In 1986 I met Isaac Asimov when he was speaking to a Mensa gathering on this subject; his main point was 

that a flat earth was a natural expression of what people actually observed most of the time, but when they 
began to deal with ships disappearing over horizons and the like thoughtful people (especially the sailors) 
quickly figured out that it wasn’t flat after all. 

§ Size and Shape of the Earth, (retrieved 10/07/15). 
◊ Wikipedia, op.cit. 
♦ In RC usage these Books were placed in an appendix to the Vulgate and considered deuteron-canonical (i.e. 

not fully authoritative) but they were considered Scriptural. 
● Wikipedia, sv. Book of Prophecies, (retrieved 10/07/15). 

(Continued from page 10) The Shape of the World 

Tucker Has a Home! 
 

U PDATE ABOUT TUCKER!!!!  I 

was the Welcome person for church 

last Sunday and among the name tags was 

Tom Tucker.  I said, he is it.  When I gave 

him his name tag, I asked him if he knew 

about Tucker's need and he said no.  I 

asked if he likes cats and he said he does 

and had two.  He has a dog now whom is 

his companion.  I told him he and George needed to talk.  So, they found each other during 

coffee hour and chatted and it sounds like it will work out.  Tom will be away for about a 

month so Tucker will need attention in Brookfield but one short month away to be in 

someone's loving arms is not bad compared to the alternative.  I think this was God's plan - 

to have Mr. Tucker take Tucker.  Thank you Jesus! 

  - Dorothy Crocker 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Columbus
http://aerospace.wcc.hawaii.edu/shape.html
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J esus said to his disciples: 
 
   "In this world you will have trouble.  

But take heart!  I have overcome the 
world." John 16:33 
 
www.persecution.com 

 

Jericho Gala - Friday, November 6 - Guest Speaker:  Dr. John Perkins.  If you are interested 

in attending, please contact Pam Szen at prszen@gmail.com.  St. Paul's has reserved two 

tables and seating is limited. 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Father All Loving, Who Rulest in Majesty 
Gradual Hymn Take My Life, and Let it Be 
Offertory Hymn O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
Closing Hymn O Jesus, I Have Promised  Hymn Tune: Nyland 

 

“Take My Life and Let It Be” 
 

"I  went for a little visit of five days," wrote Frances Havergal, 
explaining what prompted her to write her well-known hymn, 

"Take My Life and Let it Be." 
"There were ten persons in the house; some were unconverted and 

long prayed for, some converted but not rejoicing Christians.  [God] 
gave me the prayer, 'Lord, give me all in this house.'  And He just did.  
Before I left the house, everyone had got a blessing.  The last night of 
my visit I was too happy to sleep and passed most of the night in renewal 
of my consecration, and those little couplets formed themselves and 
chimed in my heart one after another till they finished with "ever only, ALL FOR THEE!" 

One of the most dedicated Christian women of the nineteenth century, Frances was the 
youngest child of a Church of England minister.  Though she was always in frail health, she 
led an active life, encouraging many people to turn to Jesus and others to seek a deeper 
spiritual walk. 

Frances had begun reading and memorizing the Bible at the age of four (eventually 
memorizing The Psalms, Isaiah and most of the New Testament).  At seven she wrote her 
first poems.  Several of her mature verses became hymns.  In addition to "Take My Life," 
she wrote such favorites as "I Gave My Life for Thee," "Like a River Glorious," and "Who 
Is on the Lord's Side?" 

Because her voice was lovely, Frances was in demand as a concert soloist.  She also was 
a brilliant pianist and learned several modern languages as well as Greek and Hebrew.  With 
all her education, however, Frances Havergal maintained a simple faith and confidence in 
her Lord.  She never wrote a line of poetry without praying over it. 

http://www.persecution.com/
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zleFwGBMek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sF5iTxVnfHI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3iC2XviP80
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxUJWRz5FZ8
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T he secret is out!  Today many of us strive with deep yearnings for insider 
information.  We turn to everything from news pundits, to horoscopes, to fortune- 

tellers, to investment brokers all in an effort to obtain foreknowledge to guide us today and 
predict tomorrow. 

God must have known of our deep human need for prediction, as biblical prophecy has 
provided the surest, most reliable source for us to gain daily guidance and plans for our 
future.  This year St. Paul’s Adult Education class will investigates the book that seems to 
be on everybody’s mind: Revelation. 

In an era when the end-times, a topic that that used to only cross the minds of the 
devout, is discussed by everyone from economists, politicians, newscasters to ministers of 
every faith, the biblical book of Revelation strikes true and relevant as a reliable source for 
wisdom.  Today we are pummeled with images and events of catastrophic scales: mass 
poverty, destruction, wars, beheadings and torture, combined with an ever increasing loss of 
God at the center and the growing trend to replace Him with the dominion of a one world 
government.  Today, human and supernatural events occur that we never thought we would 
live to experience.  All of a sudden, what seemed to be far off is here now, leaving humanity 
clambering for guidance, for none of us likes being taken by surprise and blind-sided by life. 

Jesus is the secret to understanding God’s great plan for the world.  The Bible holds 
God’s story for humanity from beginning to end.  The Bible is available for us to read the 
whole story and to engage with it in on a daily basis for everyday help.  Each week St. 
Paul’s Adult Education class will read from the book of Revelation combined with Old and 
New Testament passages to understand the times we live in and to gain daily guidance for 
each step they take.  As St. Augustine, an ancient Bishop from the Middle East discovered 
about the secret of the Bible, “In the Old the New is concealed, in the New the Old is 
revealed.” 

We do well to keep the story that God provided for humanity at the forefront of our 
minds in an age that is unfolding more rapidly than we are often comfortable with.  It only 
serves our benefit to look to scripture for help each day to make choices and to gain insight 
into our souls and everyday lives.  I believe that above all else we want to be whole, we 
want to understand why we are the way we are, why the world is the way it is, how to keep 
safe, how to keep our loved ones safe, and how to procure hope for the future.  No matter 
who you are, what you believe, where you come from, what you did, where you are now, or 
where you think you are heading, I welcome and invite any all to join in the pursuit of 
wisdom, true knowledge, peace, restoration and redemption that is waiting as a free offering 
to you. 

"Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 
those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near." 
Revelation 1:3 

 

St. Paul’s Adult Education begins promptly each Sunday at 9:30 am and ends at 10:15; 
it will be co-led by Tara and Fr. Joe Shepley in the Guild Room. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

C indy Maier celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for Jeffrey Brown & 

JoAnn Ready.  Jack Collins, John Conte & 

Mill Reynolds will be opening presents on Saturday.  Carl 

Chaleski will be blowing out candles on Sunday.  Jim 

Castronova, Joshua Yurcisin & Rich Emmett will be 

another year older and wiser on Monday.  Throw a party on 

Wednesday for Carloyn O’Hara & Rachel O’Hara.  

Have a blessed day everyone! 
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee 
Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2016 

 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself.”   James 2:15-17 

 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 
mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, the parishioners!  This is your opportunity to enhance your personal 
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish! 

 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.  
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword 
Points” article.  This is your opportunity to “put a 
face” on what we as a parish are supporting. 

 

We invite your active participation in this 
budgeting process as well as your involvement 
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.  We meet first 
Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this process, 
please contact a member of the mission committee:  
Barbara DeAnzeris, Lois Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill 
Schrull, Ron Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer & Don Winkley. 
 

Mission Organization:_____________________ 
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
 

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

 Christ Centered 

 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish 
members. 
 

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 
Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 
Financial Support:  $_______________ 
Physical Assistance: ______________ 

 

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 3, 2015. 
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†  Prayer Tent Events 

 

O n Friday, October 30th - St. Paul’s Trunk or Treat.  
Prayer tent and Prayer Servants. 

We could use prayer servants to schedule to attend, as well 
as volunteers to help set up/take down.  Please contact Mary 
Perry (maryperry2@me.com) if you are able to support us! 

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong 
Scripture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am 

with Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor 

Drop by or Email Mary with questions at 

maryperry2@me.com 

  
“Mary, can we 

do ‘Jars of Clay’ 
more often?  
Just kiddin’!” 

  
Congratulations 

on your 
recertification 

Mary! 

J oin the Ladies Evening Bible Study which began a new series September 29th 
as we study, The Best Yes. In this six week DVD series, 

New York Times best-selling author Lysa TerKeurst leads us 
to make wise decisions in the midst of endless demands.  

Most of us spend a lot of our lives figuring out when to say 
yes and how to say no. But we don’t find space for our souls 
until we learn to step past the yes and no of daily decisions and 
seek out a third option: The Best Yes. 

The Best Yes is the choice that shapes all our other choices. 
It’s what allows us to play our necessary parts in God’s plan, to 
spend our energy and focus our passion on the assignments that 
really are ours. Too many of us confuse the command to love 
with the disease to please. 

 In this six-session video-
based Bible study Lysa TerKeurst shows how to make 
better use of the two most powerful words, yes and no. 
Using Biblical teaching and practical insights this 
study will help you be more equipped to discern the 
best yes answers for your life.  
 Please contact Dori McManus if you have any 
questions at (203) 788-1977 or at do-
rimcmanus@snet.net 
 To order your workbook you can click here. 

Bible Study Time 
and Dates: 

 

Tuesdays beginning 
September 29th 
7:00 - 8:30 pm 
 

September 29th 
October 13th 
October 27th 
November 10th 
November 24th 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net
mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net
http://www.christianbook.com/the-best-yes/lysa-terkeurst/9781400205851/pd/205851?event=CPOF
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†  Important Message 
 

W ednesday, October 28th, 7:30 pm in Crocker Hall, Polly Sorrentino, RN from St. 
Paul’s has arranged for A.J. Matturro to provide instructions for our recently 

installed AED (Automated External Defibrillator) as well as answer any questions regarding 
emergency medical situations we might 

encounter at church or  
elsewhere. 
 Beyond calling 911, there 
are some emergency steps 
YOU can take to save a 
person’s life! 
 It is recommended that 
everyone take advantage of 
this free class - staff, usher, 
vestry, teacher, or leader of 
any parish group.  Hopefully, 
you will have a knowledge 
regarding FIRST AID that 
you will never have to use. 

Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them 
feel good about their presence in church. 

 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in this important 

ministry. 
 

If you are interested 
in becoming a 
greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) 

or David Szen 

†  Start Spreading the News! 
 

“W e Christians sometimes think we need a plan for 

evangelism.  I don’t think Jesus had an 

evangelism plan.  I think He just interacted with the people He 

came into contact with.  

That’s what I try to do.  I just try to find ways to love 

the people that I’m around.  It’s hard sometimes 

because I’m selfish and I want to focus inwardly but 

when I can fight against that and look at other 

people’s needs, it’s really a stark contrast to what 

people are used to in such a selfish environment.  It’s 

really an effective evangelism tool.  Who would have 

known that Jesus knew what He was talking about?” 

 Click HERE to read more.  Matt Diaz, former Major League Baseball Player 

 

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class 
Tuesday & Thursday evenings 5:45 – 6:45 pm at St. Paul’s Church 

 

I s your Temple in need of some rebuilding?  Or are you looking for a way to 
help maintain what you have already built?  If so, 

please join us for Saint Paul's Boot Camp 
class!  All fitness levels & adult ages (18 & 

up) are welcome.  Bring a friend if you would 
like! 

Fun & fitness can go together.  Workouts are varied 
to keep your body guessing, and to provide you 
with a varied, challenging workout at YOUR fitness level.  Increase 

your strength, flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility. 
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.  

You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have 
them.  Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.  
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go! 

Questions?  Contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or 
Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 704-609-6502). 

Boot Camp 

now meets 

two nights a 

week! 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://www.beliefnet.com/columnists/inspiringathletes/2011/06/pittsburgh-pirates-outfielder-matt-diaz-on-eternal-perspective-evangelism-and-giving-it-everything-hes-got.html#2dcYJ17ZHxZsWD03.99
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matt_Diaz
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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By perseverance the snail reached the ark.           - Charles Spurgeon 

†  The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study Is Studying Joshua 
Weekly at 9:15 in the Guild Room. 

 

F or centuries God promised to 
give the land of Canaan to the 

family of Abraham.  With the 
seasoned commander Joshua as His 
general, the Lord leads His army to 
take possession of its inheritance. 

This Bible study on the book of 
Joshua examines the unforgettable 
lessons God taught His people about 
Himself and what it means to be a citizen of His Kingdom. - Click here for more info. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am.  

†  At Last, It’s Here! 
(but we sold out on Oct. 4th) 

 

I f you were not able to purchase your copy of the 
book yet, there is another chance.  We are 

ordering more.  To reserve your copy, mail your $30. 
check made out to St. Paul’s Church (with “history 
book” on the memo line). 
Send it to: Sandy Chaleski, 16 Heritage Drive, 
Danbury, CT 06811 
Call Sandy Chaleski with any questions: 
203-730-2336 

†  Understanding the Last Book in the Bible 

 
We will be hearing a great deal about the Book of Revelation in upcoming weeks.  Our 

weekly Rector’s Forum will be immersing itself in the Book and our upcomping Bible 
journey to Turkey and Greece  will be following the footsteps of Paul and John, while 
focusing on the seven churches of Revelation. 

 

T he Book of Revelation, full of complex imagery and vivid depictions of violence, 
outlines God’s plan for the Second Coming of Christ and the punishment of Satan in 

a lake of fire. 
In the years since it was written near the end 

of the First Century A.D., it has confounded 
countless scholars who tried to unravel its 
mysteries. One said there are “as many riddles as 
there are words” in Revelation. 

Unlike other books in the New Testament, it 
is a work of prophecy, talking primarily about 
future events.  Fueled by popular fascination with 
the end of the world, “apocalyptic” books and 
movies have become staples of pop culture and 
fine art. 

Yet the average person still has much to learn 
about the Book of Revelation.  The next several 
weeks Sword Points will be bringing us 
interesting facts about it from BeliefNet.com. 

http://www.navpress.com/Joshua/dp/0891091211?field_availability=-1&field_browse=8448144011&id=Joshua&ie=UTF8&refinementHistory=brandtextbin%2Csubjectbin%2Ccolor_map%2Cprice%2Csize_name&searchBinNameList=brandtextbin%2Csubjectbin%2Ccolor_map%2Cprice%2Csize_
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Path to Life with God 
 

 Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

I n the continuing saga the much-besieged Job longs for a divine court from which he might 
seek redress and justice.  He casts about on every side for God, but is met with a 

devastating absence of God’s presence.  Though this reflection comes as a response to Job’s 
accusatory “friend” Eliphaz, it is in the nature of an interior monologue as his distress mounts 
and he is subjected to a pervading sense of isolation.  Job believes in God’s justice, but is so 
bereft of any signs of its dawning that he thinks he would prefer entire darkness. 

 Psalm 22:1-15 
A psalm of lamentation and a plea for deliverance by one who feels deserted and pressed in 

on every side. 
 Hebrews 4:12-16 
The reading reminds us that the Lord’s word is active, probing the 

human heart and all creation, while we can yet boldly approach God’s 
throne because Jesus, our great high priest, has known our weaknesses 
and temptations.  The first statement is a waning; God’s word, which 
God has spoken at the creation, through the scriptures, and personally 
in Jesus, is everywhere and makes judgment.  But we now have a 
heavenly high priest, our brother, who knows all about our life, and 
helps us to find God’s mercy.  The insistence that Jesus was without sin 
relies not on extensive knowledge of what he did not do, but on the 
memory of his positive dedication to God’s will. 

 Mark 10:17-31 
In the gospel Jesus counsels a man to sell all for the benefit of the 

poor and follow him, and he then teaches how hard it is for those with 
riches to enter the kingdom.  Disciples who now surrender much will 
receive back all manner of new relationships in the age to come.  Jesus 
first refuses to let himself be called good since that description belongs 
to God alone.  He then finds that the man has tried to live out his duties toward his neighbors in 
response to divine love.  But the decision for discipleship must go beyond this.  If the heart is 
divided by desires for worldly security, there is no way one can enter into the kingdom’s loving 
justice.  Yet by the power of God people can be converted and saved. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

C alled to be soldout for Jesus.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for 

The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives 

as well. 

Mark 10:17-31 
The only way to 

INHERIT eternal 

life is to be the eldest 

son of the one who 

owns eternal life. 

Everyone else can 

only receive eternal 

life as a freely given 

gift from the owner. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Christ Church, Waterbury; St. John’s, Waterbury; Christ Church 
congregation, Watertown. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Young adults, young adult ministries, the Young Adult Ministry 
Network; the Young Adult Service Corps of The Episcopal Church, St. 
Hilda’s House, New Haven. 
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary 
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George 
Hall, Tom Tucker, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy & Lee Rybos, continued 
healing. 
.....the people of Transnistria; the people of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar (Burma); 
and our sister and brother members of the Evangelical Church of the Dominican Republic. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
.....Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect of the Episcopal Church. 

…..New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food 
basket collections during the month of October. 
.....Kenya, that Christian converts from Islam will stand firm and not return to Islam. 
.....His Vineyard Christian Fellowship, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get 
movement in his left leg and arm.  
.....Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving radiation and 
chemotherapy. 
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff, 
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.   
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery. 
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer. 
.....Gloria Dom, Beth Trott’s mother, relief from terrible muscle spasms in her lower back. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 
 

Links We Like 
 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Different parts . . . unique purpose . . 
. intricate detail . . . all function 
together to make the whole. The 

designer made each part—from the 
seemingly insignificant to the most 
visible—to work together in perfect 

unity. 

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon?  Click here to watch it. 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/christ-church-waterbury-ct
http://www.stjohnsonthegreen.org/
http://christchurchwatertown.com/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/yacm/page/7/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/yacm/page/7/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/young-adult-service-corps
http://www.sainthildashouse.org/
http://www.sainthildashouse.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transnistria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myanmar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Church_of_the_Dominican_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Curry_%28bishop%29
http://www.loavesandfishesofnewmilford.org/
http://www.hisvineyard.org/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5DL_aHcnAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5DL_aHcnAY
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(And Christian Fellowship) 
Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

Coffee Cups Waiting for Their Hour 

A  year ago we were still using Styrofoam, but due to 

the efforts of a few parishioners, we now have a 

cupboard in Crocker Hall full of personal mugs and we use 

recyclable paper cups for the rest.  Join the St. Paul’s 

muggers! 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Christine Domareck, 
Lynne Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill 
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, Mary Perry, 
Ken Perry, 
Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Lisa 
Richardson, Joe 
Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
Don Winkley & 
Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

