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† And Therein Is Our Hope
Jesus died for our sins.

(Romans 4:25)

Dear Friends,

J

esus died that we might live. This is the heart
of the Gospel. Not long after his death,
however, views emerged holding that he didn't
actually suffer and die. This view came to be known
as docetism. Mohammed was influenced by docetic
views. The Quran states, ‘They did not kill him,
neither did they crucify him; it only seemed to be
so’ (Sura 4:157).
John in his Gospel emphasizes that Jesus really
did die, and he provides the physiological evidence
while showing that Jesus’ death was in accordance
with the will of God revealed in Scripture: ‘These
things happened so that the scripture would be
fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” and,
as another scripture says, “They will look on the one
they have pierced”' (John 19:36–37).
The cross in our church we all walk under before
receiving Holy Communion serves to remind us of our Savior's love. May we always "walk
in love as Christ loved us, an offering and sacrifice to God" (Ephesians 5:2), showing the
world not that as Christians we are perfect. Rather, we are forgiven. And therein is our
hope to share with the world.
Faithfully,

New Men’s Bible Study

A

new men's Bible study is beginning! On Monday
evenings, starting on November 2nd, from 7-8 pm,
we men will gather in Crocker Hall to study the Epistle to the
Hebrews, where Fr. Joe will lead us verse by verse. Together
we will learn about the Old Testament priesthood and how
Jesus Christ provides all believers with unfettered access to
God. Please purchase your study guide ahead of time and plan
to be transformed by God's word. Here is a link to purchase the
book on his website. It is also available thru Amazon, Barnes
& Noble and other sites.

S

word Points will not be published next
week on October 22nd. Contributors
should submit materials by October 28th for the
November Sword of the Spirit.
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Traditional Holy Communion
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School, Guild Room
Contemporary Holy Communion
Prayer Servant Training, Guild Room
Youth Group & Juniors

St. Luke, Evangelist

Mon, Oct 19 Tue, Oct 20

Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Bible Journey to Turkey & Greece departs for Istanbul
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion II & Healing
Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary

St. James of Jerusalem
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Traditional Holy Communion
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School, Guild Room
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group, Trunk or Treat
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Danbury Deanery Meeting, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall

St. Simon & St. Jude, Apostles
Holy Communion II & Healing
AED/Emergency Skills Training, Crocker Hall
Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Bible Journey to Turkey & Greece returns home

All Saints Day
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School, Guild Room
Baptism & Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Youth Group

Click Below to

† Transforming Stewardship
“For the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
(Mark 10:45)

I

f you held a mirror up to your life, would it reflect God’s
love and grace? If you are struggling with this, try changing
your attitude from “I want more” to “thank you God for everything
you have given me, I have enough to share.” This change in
perspective will bring you joy through service to others.

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, October 19th

St. Luke, the Evangelist

L

uke was a Gentile, a physician, and one of Paul’s fellow
missionaries in the early spread of Christianity through
the Roman world. He has been identified as the writer of both
the Gospel which bears his name, and its sequel, the Acts of the
Apostles. He had apparently not known Jesus, but was clearly
much inspired by hearing about him from those who had known
him.
Luke wrote in Greek, so that Gentiles might learn about the
Lord, whose life and deeds so impressed him. In the first
chapter of his Gospel, he makes clear that he is offering
authentic knowledge about Jesus’ birth, ministry, death, and
resurrection. The Gospel is not a full biography - none of the
Gospels are - but a history of salvation.
Only Luke provides the very familiar stories of the
annunciation to Mary, of her visit to Elizabeth, of the child in
the manger, the angelic host appearing to shepherds, and the meeting with the aged Simeon.
Luke includes in his work six miracles and eighteen parables not recorded in the other
Gospels. In Acts he tells about the coming of the Holy Spirit,
the struggles of the apostles and their triumphs over
persecution, of their preaching of the Good News, and the
conversion and baptism of other disciples, who would extend
the Church in future years.
Luke was with Paul apparently until the latter’s martyrdom
in Rome. What happened to Luke after Paul’s death is
unknown. Early tradition has it that he wrote his Gospel in
Greece, and that he died at the age of eighty-four in Boeotia.
Gregory of Nazianzus says that Luke was martyred, but this
testimony is doubted by most scholars. In the fourth century,
the Emperor Constantius ordered the supposed relics of Luke to be removed from Boeotia to
Constantinople, where they could be venerated by pilgrims.

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays
from 9:30-10:15 in the Guild
Room for a discussion on the Book of
Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.

"L

et us make up for lost time. Let us give to
God the time that remains to us."
- St. Alphonsus Liguori
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“T

he Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
and to give His life as a ransom for many.” What
gift can we ever give to thank Him for His incredible
gift to us? Living life as a steward and disciple, and
following the Lord’s examples and teachings is certainly
a good place to start!

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, October 15th

Teresa of Avila
Nun, 1582

T

eresa was one of two women declared a “Doctor of the Church” in 1970, primarily
because of her two mystical contemplative works, The Way of Perfection and
Interior Castle. She was a close spiritual and personal friend of St. John of the Cross.
Teresa was born near Avila. Even in her childhood, she took much pleasure in the study
of saints’ lives, and she used to delight in spending times of
contemplation, repeating over and over “For ever, for ever, for
ever, for ever, they shall see God.”
In her autobiography Teresa tells that, following her
mother’s death, she became quite worldly. To offset this, her
father placed her in an Augustinian convent to be educated, but
serious illness ended her studies. During convalescence, she
determined to enter the religious life; and, though opposed by
her father, she became a postulant at a Carmelite convent.
Again, illness forced her to return home. After three years, she
returned to the convent.
The easygoing life of the “mitigated” Carmelite rule distracted her from her customary
prayer life, to which she returned. Taking recourse in two great penitents, Augustine of
Hippo and Mary Magdalene, she became increasingly meditative. She began to receive
visions - whether from God or the Devil she could not know - and struggled to reject them.
Teresa set out to establish a reformed Carmelite order of the “discalced” religious, who
wore sandals or went unshod. Despite many setbacks she traveled for 25 years through
Spain. Energetic, practical, efficient, as well as being a mystic and ascetic, she established
17 convents of Reformed Carmelites. Even imprisonment did not deter her.
Despite the demands of her administrative and missionary work, Teresa found time to
write the numerous letters that give us rare insights into her personality and concerns. She
shows us a practical organizer, a writer of native genius, a warm devoted friend, and, above
all, a lover of and the beloved of God.
Her death, following two years of illness, was peaceful. Her last sight was of the
Sacrament brought for her comfort; her last words, “O my Lord! Now is the time that we
may see each other.”

The Footsteps of Paul & John

O

ur pilgrims leave tomorrow on another spectacular Biblical
journey & cruise - October 16-31. This time they will be
traveling to Turkey & Greece, following in the footsteps of Paul &
John as well as exploring the seven churches of Revelation. You can
follow their progress on
Facebook and Instagram.
Click HERE for more info.
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† Remember Me

by Steve Hemming

“For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord
Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for
you; do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same manner He also took the cup
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
1 Corinthians 11:23-25

O

n the night He was betrayed, when our Lord Jesus Christ celebrated communion
with His disciples by the breaking of the bread and drinking from the cup of wine,
He told them to do so “in remembrance of Me.” Jesus was about to lay down His life for
His disciples, for us, and for the entire world, past, present, and future. He was going to
receive the full penalty of all our sins upon Himself the very next day. In His submission,
Jesus would fulfill the prophesy that was written about Him in the book of Isaiah 53, where
it states in verse 5; “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.”
On our behalf, Jesus humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the
death on the cross (Philippians 2:8).
Why was Jesus going to die for the sins that we committed? It was because of God’s
love for us. John 3:16 tells us; “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
While Jesus walked on the earth He told His followers the Father’s plan for His life, but
they did not understand. The Lord shared with them why He came, how He
would die, and that on the third day He would rise from the grave. But, no
matter how frequently Jesus told His disciples what was going to happen,
they simply could not comprehend, or believe.
It wasn’t until after Jesus rose from the dead did the disciples remember
the words He so often shared with them. When they approached the empty
tomb on the third day after Jesus was buried, they were greeted by two
angels who said to them; “He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He
spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be
delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day
rise again.’” And the disciples remembered His words.” (Luke 24:6-8).
This is also confirmed in the book of John where it states; “Therefore, when
He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this
to them; and they believed the Scripture and the words which Jesus had said” (John 2:22).
After His resurrection, the disciples’ hearts and minds were opened to all that Jesus
spoke to them. As a result of their spiritual awakening, the disciples now had a greater
appreciation and understanding of the words, “Do this in remembrance of Me,” that the
Lord had spoken to them that night they shared communion together before He would be
betrayed.
The next time we celebrate communion, may we remember with sincere and heartfelt
gratitude the loving sacrifice our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ made for us through these
words of truth from the Bible:
 “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” John
15:13
 “But God demonstrated His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)
 “And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” Ephesians 5:2
 “By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us.” 1 John 3:16

“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins.” 1 John 4:10
In loving memory of my mother, Janet Magee Hemming - 2/6/34 to 10/13/02.
Mom, I will always remember your love, with thanksgiving!
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† Vestry Meeting
September 9th

Opening: David Williams opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:30 pm.
Lois Hunt led a Bible study on salvation; that
it is a free gift that must be accepted by us.
That it is a costly gift - John 3:16, and we
must declare our acceptance – Romans 10:9.
Jack Collins gave his testimony about his
children, how they were raised Jewish and he
prays for the Holy Spirit to come on them
and lead them to Christ. He is grateful for
where he is today, knowing Christ, who was
there for him through his whole life even
though he did not know Him! The August
minutes were approved as circulated.

Treasurer’s Report: August’s income
was down, we are now down 10K expenses
over income YTD. Endowments are down
6% this year. Total assets are 772.9 K YTD .
Committee Reports: Pat Jennings reported
that the fall training for Stephen Ministry has
been postponed until January of 2016. Joyful
Noise will be held on October 4th at 4:00PM
in the meadow. It will be a time of singing,
praising, prayer, food and fellowship with a
bonfire at dusk. Reports were submitted by:
Dorothy Crocker on Hearts to Hands, Dave
Allen on Property, Mary Perry on Prayer &
Healing Team, Wellness Ministry, Beyond
the Red Door and Ron Switzer for Mission
Committee .

Rector’s Report: No report as Fr. Shepley
is on sabbatical.
Old Business: Phase II
building is coming along
well, we are pleased with
the contractor.
Discussion Question:
What can we give up, add
on or change to be drawn
closer to God? Beyond the Red Door was
active at the Newtown Labor Day Parade
where 25 to 30 people came for prayer. Still
working on Policies & Procedures, there was
a question on raffles, will look at
wording.
New Business: Discussion on having
church open more, no decision.
Possibility of a daily Evening Prayer
service discussed. The last person out of
the church on Sunday should lock the
doors and turn off the lights. Request
that ushers take care of this. Safe Church
Training: Dorothy Crocker will head up and
coordinate getting training for those who
require it.
Visioning: Bill Schrull suggested doing a
retreat on discernment, having Whitney
Kuniholm the founder of Scripture Union
come and do a presentation for us.
Discussion followed. For next time: Who
are we called to be as a Church? Do we have
too many ministries here at St. Paul’s?
Closing: The meeting was closed with
prayer at 9:16 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry

† Happy Birthday to You!

J

en Falci celebrates tomorrow! Saturday is the big day for Ann Allen, Bob
Duckett, Jennifer Friedly & Gretchen Barbieri. Gary Stein & Bill Schrull
will be opening presents on Sunday. Sandra Brink will be blowing out candles on
Monday. Carol Ferro, Julia Yurcisin, Steven Donnelly & Tina Schappach will be
another year older and wiser on Tuesday. Sing “Happy Birthday” to Donna Cenamo &
Nancy Henty on Wednesday Jessica Cordova cuts the cake on Thursday the 22nd. Don
Winkley will be expecting your cards on Saturday the 24th. Gwynn Davidson will be
checking her Facebook posts on Sunday the 25th. David Szen will
be partying in Greece on Monday, October 26th. William Mayers
will be opening gifts on Tuesday the 27th. Throw a party on
Wednesday, October 28th for Keith Balla. Have a blessed day
everyone!
6

† Prayer Tent Events

O

n Friday, October 30th - St. Paul’s Trunk or Treat.
Prayer tent and Prayer Servants.
We could use prayer servants to schedule to attend, as well
as volunteers to help set up/take down. Please contact Mary
Perry (maryperry2@me.com) if you are able to support us!
The Prayer Team is
looking for new
members - men/women,
8:00 and/10:30 services.
Do you sense that you
would like to learn more
about how to pray?
There will two half day
trainings - October 11th
and October 18 1:00 5:00 in the Guild Room.
Please sign up with Mary
Perry maryperry2@me.com.

J

oin the Ladies Evening Bible Study which began a new series September 29th
as we study, The Best Yes. In this six week DVD series,
Remaining
New York Times best-selling author Lysa TerKeurst leads us
Bible
Study Time
to make wise decisions in the midst of endless demands.
and
Dates:
Most of us spend a lot of our lives figuring out when to say
yes and how to say no. But we don’t find space for our souls
Tuesdays
until we learn to step past the yes and no of daily decisions and
November 3rd
November 10th
seek out a third option: The Best Yes.
November 24th
The Best Yes is the choice that shapes all our other choices.
December 1st
It’s what allows us to play our necessary parts in God’s plan, to
spend our energy and focus our passion on the assignments that
really are ours. Too many of us confuse the command to love with the disease to
please.
In this six-session video-based Bible study Lysa
TerKeurst shows how to make better use of the two
most powerful words, yes and no. Using Biblical
teaching and practical insights this study will help you
be more equipped to discern the best yes answers for
your life.
Please contact Dori McManus if you have any
questions at (203) 788-1977 or at dorimcmanus@snet.net
To order your workbook you can click here.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

I’m taking you
guys to
another level
this week!

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10
am with Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong
Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.

oy
vey!
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Friday, October 23rd

St. James of Jerusalem

I

n the Gospel according to Matthew and in the Epistle to the Galatians, the James
whom we commemorate next Friday is called the Lord’s brother. Other writers,
following Mark’s tradition, believe him to have been a cousin of
Jesus. Certain apocryphal writings speak of him as a son of
Joseph’s first wife. Whatever his relationship to Jesus - brother,
half-brother, or cousin - James was converted after the resurrection.
Eventually, he became Bishop of Jerusalem.
In the first letter to the Corinthians (15:7), Paul says that James
was favored with a special appearance of the Lord before the
ascension. Later, James dealt cordially with Paul at Jerusalem,
when the latter came there to meet Peter and the other apostles.
During the Council of Jerusalem, when there was disagreement
about whether Gentile converts should be circumcised, James
summed up the momentous decision with these words: “My
judgment is that we should impose no irksome restrictions on those
Gentiles who are turning to God” (Acts 15:19).
Eusebius, quoting from an earlier church history by Hegesippus,
declares that James was surnamed “the Just.” He was holy, abstemious, did not cut his hair
nor oil his body, and was continually on his knees in prayer, interceding for his people. “As
many as came to believe did so through James,” says Hegesippus.
James’ success in converting many to Christ greatly perturbed some factions in
Jerusalem. According to Hegesippus, they begged him to “restrain the people, for they have
gone astray to Jesus, thinking him to be the Messiah ... we bear you witness that you are
just ... Persuade the people that they do not go astray ... we put our trust in you.” They then
set James on the pinnacle of the temple, bidding him to preach to the multitude and turn
them from Jesus. James, however, testified for the Lord. Thereupon, they hurled him from
the roof to the pavement, and cudgeled him to death.

J

ericho Gala - Friday, November 6 - Guest Speaker: Dr. John Perkins. If you are interested in attending, please contact Pam Szen at prszen@gmail.com. St. Paul's has
reserved two tables and seating is limited.
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† At Last, It’s Here!

I

(but we sold out on Oct. 4th)

f you were not able to purchase your copy of the book yet, there is
another chance. We are ordering more. To reserve your copy, mail
your $30, check made out to St. Paul’s Church (with “history book” on the
memo line). Send it to: Sandy Chaleski, 16 Heritage Drive, Danbury, CT
06811.
Call Sandy Chaleski
with any questions:
203-730-2336

† Understanding the Last Book in the Bible
We are hearing a great deal about the Book of Revelation this fall. Our weekly Rector’s
Forum will be immersing itself in the Book and our current Bible journey to Turkey and
Greece will be following the footsteps of Paul and John, while focusing on the seven
churches of Revelation.
he Book of Revelation, full of complex imagery and vivid depictions of violence,
outlines God’s plan for the Second Coming of Christ and the punishment of Satan in
a lake of fire.
In the years since it was written near the end of the First Century A.D.,
it has confounded countless scholars who tried to unravel its mysteries.
One said there are “as many riddles as there are words” in Revelation.
Unlike other books in the New Testament, it is a work of prophecy,
talking primarily about future events. Fueled by popular fascination with
the end of the world, “apocalyptic” books and movies have become staples
of pop culture and fine art.
Yet the average person still has much to learn about the Book of
Revelation. Here is an interesting fact about Revelation from
BeliefNet.com.
Did you know that … before Roman Emperor Domitian exiled the
Apostle John to the Greek island of Patmos, where experts say he wrote
the Book of Revelation, he ordered him boiled in oil. According to
Tertullian (in The Prescription of Heretics) John was plunged into boiling
oil in Rome and suffering nothing from it. It is said that all in the audience
of Colosseum were converted to Christianity upon witnessing this miracle.

T
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† Scholarly Speaking
Apocalyptic Beasts

M

ost of us will have some recollection of the four beasts of the Apocalypse with the
faces of a man, a lion, an ox (or a bull or a calf), and an eagle; and that these
figures have come to be seen as symbols of the four Evangelists. Since the feast of St. Luke
coincides with this Sunday (at St Paul’s we anticipated it on Wednesday) this might be a
good time to look at that Tradition. The four first appear
in Ezekiel 1 and 10 (where they actually are seen as four
identical figures, each with all four of the specified faces.
The image is revisited in Revelation 4 (where there now
are four separate creatures, each with one of the
distinctive forms). In both cases they are supporters to the
heavenly throne - in Ezekiel’s vision they actually carry a
movable throne, but in Revelation they stand before a
fixed throne and give praise to God.
Of course these passages say nothing about the Evangelists, but St. Irenæus, writing
about 180, discusses the symbolic meanings of the four beings, and then associates them
with the characteristics of Christ, and to the aspects of Christ presented in each Gospel. He
notes that each of them can be seen as the best in its
category: the lion as king of (wild) beasts symbolizing
leadership and royal power, the calf as chief of the
tame animals and as a subject of sacrifice signifying
the priestly order; the man as in God’s image
representing his human advent; and the eagle as king
of birds representing the gift of the Spirit hovering
over the Church.* He identifies the Man with
Matthew, who begins with the human ancestry of
Jesus; the Eagle with Mark who begins with prophecy
cited by John the Baptist; the Calf with Luke as he
begins with Zacharias offering sacrifice in the temple;
and the Lion with John on account of that
Gospel’s confidence in his majesty. The alert reader will note that this is not
quite the arrangement we are accustomed to today, and in fact four different
pairings were used by different writers over the next 250 years. PseudoAthanasius (an anonymous writer whose works were sometimes attributed to St.
Athanasius) argued for Matthew as the Man, Mark as the Calf, Luke as the
Lion, and John as the Eagle. St. Augustine of Hippo offered yet another
arrangement: Mark as the Man, Matthew as the Lion, and Luke and John as the
Calf and the Eagle. His contemporary, St. Jerome, the translator of the Vulgate,
seems to have originated the now-usual arrangement: Matthew as the Man,
Mark as the Lion, Luke as the Calf, and John as the Eagle. He accepts Irenæus’
explanation for Matthew and Luke; for Mark he identifies the voice crying in
the wilderness the lion’s roar; connects John’s emphasis on Jesus’ divinity with
the soaring of the eagle. This illumination from the Book of Kells is one of
many examples of the symbols in this order.†
Once Jerome’s scheme was adopted it became widely popular in Christian
art. Gospel Books (designed for reading the Gospel at Mass) were needed by
every Church, and even the simplest would usually have some depiction of the
four creatures at the beginning, and usually one of each
o you have a question you
symbol with or without its evangelist with each Gospel.
would like answered by our
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
*
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
Felix Just, Symbols of the Four Evangelists, citing Against Heresies,
(retrieved 10/14/15). Irenæus’ is here opposing the Gnostics and their
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
claim to secret non-Biblical knowledge, he uses this association with the
historical or other inquiries to:
four beasts to demonstrate that four is exactly the right number of
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
Gospels, and thus reject the authority of Gnostic claims.

D

†
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Wednesday, October 28th

St. Simon and St. Jude

T

he only thing the Gospels tell us about Simon is that he was one of the disciples, and
that he was called “the Zealot” (Zelotes). John mentions Jude in his description of
the Last Supper. The Epistle of Jude may be the work of
the disciple Jude, who is the man mentioned by John as the
brother of James the Greater.
Tradition has consistently associated Simon and Jude as
apostles to Persia. Some accounts state that they were
martyrs, a tradition generally accepted by the Western
Church. The Monology of Basil, however, says that Simon
died a peaceful death at Edessa. Jude, who was surnamed
Thaddeus, has been confused with another Thaddeus, who
was also said to have died a quiet death, either in Beirut or
Edessa. Whatever the facts, accounts conflict and reliable
data are lacking.
There are other scholarly questions about both men.
One involves Simon’s appellation “Zelotes.” Whether in fact he had been a member before
his conversion of one of the several factions called “Zealots,” or whether this title refers to
his zeal for the Jewish law, is not known, but he has consistently been identified by it. For
some centuries, and even to this day, Jude has been regarded in popular devotion as the
“patron of desperate or lost causes,” but the basis of this tradition is obscure.
The Epistle of Jude concludes with this striking doxology: “Now to him who is able to
keep you from falling, and to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory
with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time and now and for ever” (Jude 24–25).
Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus!
O Christ, the Word Incarnate Hymn Tune: Munich
Songs of Praise the Angels Sang Hymn Tune: St. Bees
Sing Ye Faithful, Sing With Gladness

“Sing Ye Faithfu, Sing with Gladness”

T

he words for our closing hymn this week were authored by John Ellerton (18261893). He was born in London of a strongly evangelical family. Following his
graduation from Cambridge University, he became associated
with the more broad or liberal faction of the Anglican Church
with a vital concern for the social problems of his day. Yet it
was said of Ellerton that he maintained warm and sympathetic
relations with evangelicals as well, and that he could
appreciate the best in everyone.
Ellerton spent his entire life ministering in poor and
obscure parishes
throughout
England. Despite
his humble
pastorates he was
known and
respected as a
minister. He was
said to be a man of
wide culture and
noble character, and
he was always
greatly loved by his people. He was also highly
regarded as a scholar and authority of hymnody.
No hymnal was ever published at that time
without his advice. Matthew Arnold, noted
theologian of that era, called John Ellerton the
greatest of the living hymn writers.
Ellerton personally composed approximately
eighty four hymns, including ten Latin
translations. Many of these hymns are still in use
today. It was Ellerton’s practice never to
copyright any of his hymns. He declared that if
“his hymns were counted worthy to contribute to
Christ’s praise in the congregation, one ought to
feel very thankful and humble.

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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T

he secret is out! Today many of us strive with deep yearnings for insider
information. We turn to everything from news pundits, to horoscopes, to fortunetellers, to investment brokers all in an effort to obtain foreknowledge to guide us today and
predict tomorrow.
God must have known of our deep human need for prediction, as biblical prophecy has
provided the surest, most reliable source for us to gain daily guidance and plans for our
future. This year St. Paul’s Adult Education class will investigate the book that seems to be
on everybody’s mind: Revelation.
In an era when the end-times, a topic that that used to only cross the minds of the
devout, is discussed by everyone from economists, politicians, newscasters to ministers of
every faith, the biblical book of Revelation strikes true and relevant as a reliable source for
wisdom. Today we are pummeled with images and events of catastrophic scales: mass
poverty, destruction, wars, beheadings and torture, combined with an ever increasing loss of
God at the center and the growing trend to replace Him with the dominion of a one world
government. Today, human and supernatural events occur that we never thought we would
live to experience. All of a sudden, what seemed to be far off is here now, leaving humanity
clambering for guidance, for none of us likes being taken by surprise and blind-sided by life.
Jesus is the secret to understanding God’s great plan for the world. The Bible holds
God’s story for humanity from beginning to end. The Bible is available for us to read the
whole story and to engage with it in on a daily basis for everyday help. Each week St.
Paul’s Adult Education class will read from the book of Revelation combined with Old and
New Testament passages to understand the times we live in and to gain daily guidance for
each step they take. As St. Augustine, an ancient Bishop from the Middle East discovered
about the secret of the Bible, “In the Old the New is concealed, in the New the Old is
revealed.”
We do well to keep the story that God provided for humanity at the forefront of our
minds in an age that is unfolding more rapidly than we are often comfortable with. It only
serves our benefit to look to scripture for help each day to make choices and to gain insight
into our souls and everyday lives. I believe that above all else we want to be whole, we
want to understand why we are the way we are, why the world is the way it is, how to keep
safe, how to keep our loved ones safe, and how to procure hope for the future. No matter
who you are, what you believe, where you come from, what you did, where you are now, or
where you think you are heading, I welcome and invite any all to join in the pursuit of
wisdom, true knowledge, peace, restoration and redemption that is waiting as a free offering
to you.
Tara Shepley
"Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are
those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near."
Revelation 1:3
St. Paul’s Adult Education begins promptly each Sunday at 9:30 am and ends at 10:15;
it will be co-led by Tara and Fr. Joe Shepley in
the Guild Room.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to
fellow parishioners, to newcomers and
guests by extending a warm
welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to
coffee hour as well.
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2016
“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being
by itself.” James 2:15-17

S

aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our
mission work. We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval. Items in this
budget come from you, the parishioners! This is your opportunity to enhance your personal
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish!
As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword
Points” article. This is your opportunity to “put a
face” on what we as a parish are supporting.
We invite your active participation in this
budgeting process as well as your involvement
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee. We meet first
Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room.
If you have any questions regarding this process,
please contact a member of the mission committee:
Barbara DeAnzeris, Lois Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill
Schrull, Ron Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer & Don Winkley.
Mission Organization:_____________________
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________
Our task is to sponsor those missions that are:
 Christ Centered
 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors
 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish
members.
Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support?
Prayer Needs: ____________________
Financial Support: $_______________
Physical Assistance: ______________
Any other pertinent information for committee consideration.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 3, 2015.

By perseverance the snail reached the ark.
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- Charles Spurgeon

† This Sunday’s Readings
Sacrifice, Not Sovereignty
Job 38:1-7, 34-41
ow God appears to Job out of the whirlwind and demands to know whether he is wise
enough to question the Creator of the heavens and earth. The challenge seems almost
brutal. Job, out of all his distress, had complained about the unfairness of life. He is now forced
to recognize how little he understands the ways of the world and of God. More importantly for
him, however, he at last has a direct relationship with the Lord.
Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b
The psalm describes the wonders of the world created and renewed by the Lord’s spirit.
Hebrews 5:1-10
In this New Testament lesson we hear how through obedience and
suffering Christ reached the perfection of his destiny and was
Mark 10:35-45
designated by God to be the eternal high priest. The high priesthood of
Jesus is the great theme of the Letter to the Hebrews. Like the high
Jesus says that his
priests of the old covenant, Christ is chosen from among human beings
followers are to treat
and so has sympathy with human weakness. But he is the Son and has
now been named high priest forever. He succeeds Melchizedek, a royal
one another as they
and priestly figure from antiquity, and has been made the source of
would treat their own
salvation for all who trust in him.
Mark 10:35-45
family: meeting each
In the gospel story Jesus’ followers still expect that his way will
other's needs without
quickly lead to a state of glory in which they want special places. Jesus
tells them of a different path of discipleship. First Jesus and then his
concern for pay back.
disciples must experience the cup of sorrow and the baptism of death.
They are not to live and act like worldly rulers. They must lead in
servant-hood. Their example is Jesus, who as the Son of Man serves and gives his life.

N

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
† Sermon Shorts

J

esus’ Look of Love. To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Important Message

W

th

ednesday, October 28 , 7:30 pm in Crocker Hall, Polly Sorrentino, RN from St.
Paul’s has arranged for A.J. Matturro to provide instructions for our recently
installed AED (Automated External Defibrillator) as well as answer any questions regarding
emergency medical situations we might
encounter at church or
Greeters Needed
elsewhere.
Greeting people in a warm way makes them
Beyond calling 911, there
feel good about their presence in church.
are some emergency steps
YOU can take to save a
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people
person’s life!
who feel called to serve in this important
It is recommended that
ministry.
everyone take advantage of
If you are interested
this free class - staff, usher,
in becoming a
vestry, teacher, or leader of
greeter, please
any parish group. Hopefully,
contact Pam Szen
you will have a knowledge
(prszen@gmail.com)
regarding FIRST AID that
or David Szen
you will never have to use.

† Start Spreading the News!

“L

et eloquence be flung to the dogs rather than souls
be lost. What we want is to win souls. They are not
won by flowery speeches.”
Charles H. Spurgeon

Congratulations to Dave Shepley
who gives credit to Jesus in an
article in his school paper. Click on
the article to read it.

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday & Thursday evenings 5:45 – 6:45 pm at St. Paul’s Church

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are you looking for a way to
help maintain what you have already built? If so,
please join us for Saint Paul's Boot Camp
class! All fitness levels & adult ages (18 &
up) are welcome. Bring a friend if you would
mp
Boot Ca
like!
ts
e
now me
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied
ts a
to keep your body guessing, and to provide you
two nigh
with a varied, challenging workout at YOUR fitness level. Increase
week!
your strength, flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Questions? Contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or
Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 704-609-6502).
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† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red
bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray
for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are
praying for someone else’s! You might just be praying
for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send
your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....All Saint’s, West Cornwall; St. James’s, West Hartford; St. John’s, West
Hartford; St. Paul’s Mission of the Deaf, West Hartford.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Ministries with older adults.
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine
Estok, Fr. George Hall, Tom Tucker, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi
Pomeroy & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of the Republic of Chad; and our sister and brother
members of the Methodist Church of Malaysia.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
.....Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect of the Episcopal Church.
…..New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections during the month of October.
.....Afghanistan, for Christian broadcasting that shares the Good News in Pashtun and Dari
languages.
.....Immanuel Lutheran Church, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
† Praise Report
.....Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing
rehabilitation to get movement in his left leg and arm.
1. We prayed for a woman having
.....Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving
carotid neck artery surgery - She
radiation and chemotherapy.
came through great.
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn
rotator cuff, successful dental surgery, and good test results from her
2. We prayed for a woman facing
biopsy.
tonsillitis surgery - No surgery
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery.
required.
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer.
.....Our parishioners traveling on pilgrimage to Turkey and Greece.
.....Gloria Dom, Beth Trott’s mother, relief from terrible muscle spasms in her lower back.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Did God Change? Father Mike
Schmitz explains why God focuses on
justice in the Old Testament and then
shows his mercy in the New Testament.
To some readers of the Bible it may
seem like God changed, but the truth of
the matter is much more profound.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

C

hris Barrett, Sandy Chaleski,
Christine Domareck, Lynne
Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming,
Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill Loring,
Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors,
Patrick
O’Connors,
Mary Perry,
Ken Perry,
Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam
Szen, Don
Winkley &
Gail Winkley.
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If

Do You See Them?

you look carefully at this picture you can see
parishioners Christopher Goodman and Pam Szen
who were barely spotted last Sunday at the Bridgewater
Village Store after the early service!

