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“Here we grow again!”

(203) 775-9587

† “Here We Grow Again!”

F

r. Joe loves baptisms. And he loves saying, “here we grow again” whenever we get
to add new members to the household of God. Last Sunday we celebrated All
Saints Day with two packed services and four baptisms.
Congratulations are in order for
Stephen Anrico & Emily Perry on the
baptism of their son Grady ThomasKenneth; to William & Raegan Guglielmo
on the baptism of their daughter, Erin
Elizabeth; and to Michael & Teresa
Stacchiotti on the baptism of their identical
twin daughters, Elisa Angela and Serena
Grace Stacchiotti.
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† Altar Guild to Meet

M

embers of Saint Paul's Altar Guild will gather together in the
Guild Room on Monday, November 9, at 6:30 pm for a Potluck
Supper and Annual Meeting. Each member attending is asked to please
bring their favorite casserole, salad or dessert. New members will be
welcomed, new or changed procedures will be reviewed, Sacristans'
responsibilities for 2016 will be assigned, and there will be a question and
answer session. Please joins us for an evening of sharing and Christian
fellowship. New members are always welcome and encouraged to R.S.V.P. to Gail
Winkley at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com by Friday, November 6th.

† Happy Birthday to You!

N

icole Keating celebrates today! Saturday is the big day for Virginia Beck.
Opening presents on Tuesday will be Beth Trott. Gail Crisalli will be blowing
out candles on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
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Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Class Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

24th Sunday after Pentecost

7:30 am

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Click Below to
Sunday School, Guild Room
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group
Altar Guild Meeting, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion I & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Diocesan Convention, Cromwell
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Diocesan Convention, Cromwell
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

25th Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Nov 15 -

Traditional Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School, Guild Room
Contemporary Communion (LiveStream)
Youth Group & Juniors

Click Below to
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“F

or all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her
poverty has put in all that she had…” This is frequently the time when
we as congregations make our financial commitments our parishes (and
hopefully, to the gracious God we profess to love) whose
programs and ministries we want to support. Just
for a moment, imagine what our offerings
would be if we all faithfully gave from our
abundance in thanksgiving for our
uncountable blessings. As the young
often say, it would be truly “awesome!”

W

† Mark Your Calendars

e invite you all to mark your calendar for this year's Christmas
Pageant and Brunch at the 10:30 am service on Sunday, December
13th. We will be asking around to fill all major parts in the next couple of
weeks and then will host two short rehearsals for just those parts following
the 10:30 am service on Sunday, November 22nd and Sunday, December
6th. If your child is interested in playing a larger role in the pageant, please
email Nicole at nmoconnors@gmail.com. All other children can simply
show up at 9:30 am on the day of the pageant to participate!

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to
newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

J

ericho Gala - Tomorrow, November 6 - Guest Speaker: Dr. John Perkins. If you are
interested in attending, please contact Pam Szen at prszen@gmail.com. St. Paul's has
reserved two tables and seating is limited.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other contributors
to the treasury. For they all contributed out of their abundance; but she out of
her poverty has put in everything she had, her whole living.” (Mark 12:43-44)

J

esus gets right to the point - we are all called to give money to support
the mission of the Church, regardless of our circumstance. No gift is
too small or insignificant! Giving money to support the mission of our local
parish is a matter of our faith, just like praying and participating in parish
ministries. When you make a financial offering, is it from your “first fruits”
or from what is “left over”?

† This Day on the Church Calendar
Thursday, November 5th

Zachariah

Z

achariah and Elizabeth were the parents of John the Baptist. They were descended
from the lineage of Aaron: Zachariah, son of Barach, was a priest in the Jerusalem
Temple, and Elizabeth was the sister of Anna, the mother of the Mary. The righteous
spouses, “walking in all the commandments of the Lord (Luke 1:6),
suffered barrenness, which in those times was considered a punishment
from God.
Once, during his turn of priestly service in the Temple, Zachariah was
told by the angel Gabriel that his aged wife would bear him a son, who
“will be great in the sight of the Lord” (Luke 1:15) and “will go before Him
in the spirit and power of Elias” (Luke 1:17).
Zachariah doubted that this prediction would come true, and for his
weakness of faith he was punished by becoming mute. When Elizabeth
gave birth to a son, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit she
announced that his name was John, although no one in their family had this
name.
They asked Zachariah and he also wrote the name John down on a
tablet. Immediately the gift of speech returned to him, and inspired by the
Holy Spirit, he began to prophesy about his son as the forerunner of the
Lord.
When King Herod heard from the Magi about the birth of the Messiah,
he decided to kill all the infants up to two years old at Bethlehem and the
surrounding area, hoping that the new-born Messiah would be among them.
Herod knew about John’s unusual birth and he wanted to kill him,
fearing that he was the foretold King of the Jews. But Elizabeth hid herself
and the infant in the hills. The murderers searched everywhere for John.
Elizabeth, when she saw her pursuers, began to implore God for their safety, and
immediately the hill opened up and concealed her and the infant from their pursuers.
In these tragic days Zachariah was taking his turn at the services in the Temple. Soldiers
sent by Herod tried in vain to learn from him the whereabouts of his son. Then, by
command of Herod, they murdered this prophet, having stabbed him between the temple
and the altar (Matthew 23: 35). Elizabeth died forty days after her husband, and St John,
preserved by the Lord, dwelt in the wilderness until the day of his appearance to the nation
of Israel.

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays
from 9:30-10:15 in the Guild
Room for a discussion on the Book of
Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.
5

† Scholarly Speaking
System or Menu

F

rom the beginning the Book of Common Prayer has always been designed as (at
least primarily) a system for public worship; even though in practice it has often
been treated simply as a menu from which to select a service for a particular occasion.
Let me illustrate what I mean: the details have differed, but every Prayer Book has
provided two orders (Morning and evening Prayer) for daily use, providing a devotional
framework for the systematic use of Psalms
and Scripture readings over a period of
time.* Regardless of the particular
arrangement, the regular use of these offices
will include a regular reading of the larger
part of the Bible. In many of our churches,
however, these services are rarely used
(except perhaps as a substitute for a
scheduled Eucharist when there is no priest
available). Of course, anyone can pray
these offices anywhere, so those who wish
to benefit from the system can still do so. I
was particularly pleased, on visiting one
parish, to see that even though they did not
schedule the Daily Offices in the church they did encourage parishioners to pray them at
home and posted a link to one of the web versions of the Office to encourage this.
The next major element of the system is the Litany. The Prayer Book form was adapted
from various mediaeval versions, and like them, was originally intended as a response to
threatening situations such as earthquakes (the original reason for the
development of the Rogation Days) civil unrest. When Cranmer
incorporated it into the BCP, however, it was set out for regular use (on
Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fridays) as a broad ranging intercession. Here
too there has been a great reduction in use - three times a year is far more
common than thrice a week, and even that is not always found. Many
more forms of intercession are now provided in the Prayer Book, and
even if there is not so much system to their use, a reasonably careful
selection over time can maintain the place of this type of prayer in our
worship.
The fourth systematic element is the Eucharist. In the 1979 Prayer Book (and in other
recent Anglican revisions) the shape of this service has been modified to incorporate the
more important structural elements of the Offices and
Litany. Thus the addition of a psalm and a third reading
and the adoption of a three year cycle of lessons, together
with the increase of weekday lessons, have greatly
increased the amount of Scripture normally heard in
Church; at least partly making up for the diminution of
Morning and Evening Prayer. Similarly, the new Prayers of
the People tend to be broader in scope than the old Prayer
for the Whole State of Christ’s Church, and so help to
maintain the broad emphases of the Litany. Of course the
Eucharist has had a wide variation of usage. It is only since
1979 that it has been widely used as the main service (nearly) every Sunday - weekday
celebrations were actually common in most larger parishes
o you have a question you
for some time before that - but they now seem to carry
would like answered by our
most of the weight of the original systems.
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
* Originally the Psalms were read in numerical order over the course of a
historical or other inquiries to:
month; the 1979 Book allows the option of a more topical arrangement
spread over seven weeks; while other readings were spread over a year
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

and are now read, with some repetition, over two years.
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† No Longer I

by Steve Hemming

T

he past few mornings, the Lord brought to mind five distinct scripture passages. I
read them as they came to me, and then scribbled the verses on a note pad for
further contemplation. Now that I’ve had the
chance to prayerfully consider these
scriptures, I can see they all share the same,
common theme - dying to self and living for
Christ:
Colossians 3:1-6: “Death to the flesh/
New life with Christ”
Let go of evil and earthly desires, for we
died and were raised with Christ. He is our
life now. Seek the things which are above,
not below.
Romans 13:11-14: “Cast off darkness/
Put on Christ”
Abandon all works of darkness and put on
the armor of light. Make no provision to
fulfill the lusts of the flesh.
Luke 14:25-33: “Forsake all/Follow
Christ”
“Hate” our life, and bear our cross.
Renounce everything to become a true
disciple of Jesus Christ.
Philippians 3:7-14: “Lose everything/Gain Christ”
Consider all things rubbish in comparison to knowing Jesus. Forget the past, and press
forward towards the goal of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Hebrews 12:1-2: “Cut loose from sinful snares/Run with endurance
towards Christ”
Lay aside every weight and entangling sin. Fix our eyes on Jesus as we run
the race to fulfill His purpose in our lives.
Altogether, these five passages fit together well, like fingers in a
comfortable glove. As we give up more and more of ourselves and our
lives to the Lord, in exchange, we will receive more and more of Him and
His life in us.
“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” Galatians 2:20
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† Thanksgiving Baskets

F

or the November food baskets, please bring items you
would enjoy at Thanksgiving. We will make up
baskets for the same families who will be receiving the
gifts from our Christmas Giving Tree. While you
shop, if you could please choose any items from the
following list:
Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread or Dinner
Rolls, Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Fresh or
Canned Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes,
Onions, Celery, Carrots, Fresh or Canned Fruit, Cake
Mix, Soup, Juice or Cider, Paper Products/Decorations,
Brownie Mix, Nuts.
All food donations are due by Sunday, November
22nd. Once the food donations have come in, we will
need volunteers to divide the food into
the baskets for the families. Please
speak with Barbara DeAnzeris, 203775-3722.

New Men’s Bible Study

A

new men's Bible study has started! On Monday
evenings, from 7-8 pm, we men will gather in
Crocker Hall to study the Epistle to the Hebrews, where Fr. Joe
will lead us verse by verse. Together we will learn about the
Old Testament priesthood and how Jesus Christ provides all
believers with unfettered access to God. Please purchase your
study guide ahead of time and plan to be transformed by God's
word. Here is a link to purchase the book on his website. It is
also available thru Amazon, Barnes & Noble and other sites.
Watch last week’s study here.

† Ruth Gleaning
Marc Chagall, 1960.

I

t is late summer, and the harvest is being brought
in. This is when Ruth goes to glean in the fields
of Boaz, a rich landowner.
Chagall captures the burning heat of a day in late
summer, out in the open fields at harvest time. The
whole pictures throbs with the heat of the sun - clearly
there is no way of escaping it. But Ruth's strong
upright figure keeps working, even when others stop to
rest, because she must try to gather as much food as
she can, to feed the two destitute women during the
coming winter. The plight of penniless widows in
ancient Israel was precarious, to say the least.
Ruth was the great-grandmother of David, and
therefore, by the traditional reckoning, an ancestress of
Christ, hence her place in Christian art.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Sacrificial Giving
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
n our continuing Hebrew scripture reading we hear how Naomi helps Ruth to secure her
future as she gives instruction as to how she may make herself attractive and available to
her rich and well-connected kinsman Boaz. The success of Naomi’s intercession comes in
Ruth’s marriage to Boaz, and in her subsequent delivery of a son. God’s providential
intercession is seen in this conception and in the birth of a male, who will one day become the
grandfather of the future king David. Ruth the foreigner is now in every way
incorporated into the people and community of Israel.
Mark 12:38-44
Psalm 127
The Lord is the source and foundation for all successful human endeavor,
The widow who has given
and a growing family is a blessing from the Lord.
"all she had to live on"
Hebrews 9:24-28
This reading tells how Christ, the eternal high priest, has entered into the
foreshadows the coming
heavenly sanctuary to present the ultimate and perfect sacrifice of himself for
contribution of Jesus to his
sins. It is the author’s theme that Jesus has superseded the need for all other
priestly offerings such as were made annually on the Day of Atonement. These
mission of proclaiming
were never more than foreshadowings of what Christ was to accomplish. The
God's Good News of nonearthly temple, which was but a copy of the true sanctuary in heaven, is no
longer of significance . As the end of the ages draws near, our brother Jesus,
violent justice in the face of
who died like we must, appears before God on our behalf and will appear once
Rome's violent injustice.
more to save those who wait for him.
Mark 12:38-44
Like the widow, Jesus holds
In the gospel lesson Jesus warns against religious officials who love honors
nothing back.
and flattery, and he then points our a poor widow who makes an offering of
what little she possesses. Together the two stories stress a theme found often in
the gospels: those who think themselves religious are in great danger of living a life of
hypocrisy, while genuine trust in God may be found in among the least obvious. The religious
officials take advantage of people like widows, and wealthy persons make a show of giving
large sums of money, but the woman herself is an example of the greatest generosity. Her gift of
all she has points forward to Jesus’ self-offering.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

J

esus gives life in the midst of death. To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as
well.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Awake, Awake to Love and Work! Tune: Morning Song
Take My Life, and Let it Be Tune: Hollingside
Jesus Came, Adored By Angels Tune: Regent Square
God of Grace, and God of Glory

“Awake, Awake to Love and Work!”

G

eoffrey Anketell Studdert Kennedy (June 27, 1883 - March 8, 1929), was an Anglican priest and poet. He
was nicknamed 'Woodbine Willie' during World War I for giving Woodbine cigarettes along with
spiritual aid to injured and dying soldiers.
Born in Leeds in 1883, Kennedy was the seventh of nine children born to Jeanette
Anketell and William Studdert Kennedy, a vicar in Leeds. He was educated at Leeds
Grammar School and Trinity College, Dublin, where he gained a degree in classics and
divinity in 1904.
After a year's training, he became a curate in Rugby and
then, in 1914, the vicar of St. Pauls, Worcester. On the
outbreak of war, Kennedy volunteered as a chaplain to the
armed forces on the Western Front. In 1917, he won the
Military Cross at Messines Ridge after running into no man's
land to help the wounded during an attack on the German
frontline.
Arthur Savage met Kennedy while on the frontline: "Kennedy, an army Chaplin he was and he'd come
down into the trenches and say prayers with the men, have a
cuppa out of a dirty tin mug and tell a joke as good as any of
us. He was a chain smoker and always carried a packet of
Woodbine cigarettes that he would give out in handfuls to us lads. That's how he
got his nickname. He came down the trench one day to cheer us up. Had his Bible
with him as usual. Well, I'd been there for weeks, unable to write home, of course,
we were going over the top later that day. I asked him if he would write to my
sweetheart at home, tell her I was still alive and, so far, in one piece. He said he
would, so I gave him the address. Well, years later, after the war, she showed me the
letter he'd sent, very nice it was. A lovely letter. My wife kept it until she died."
He wrote a number of poems about his experiences, and these appeared in the
books Rough Rhymes of a Padre (1918), and More Rough Rhymes (1919). Here’s a
Youtube video of His Mate. Chaplain Studdert-Kennedy also wrote a few hymns,
particularly this one: Awake, Awake to Love and Work!
After the war, Kennedy was given charge of St. Edmund King and Martyr in Lombard Street, London. Having
been converted to Christian socialism and pacifism during the war, he wrote Lies (1919), Democracy and the DogCollar (1921), Food for the Fed Up (1921), The Wicket Gate (1923), and The Word and the Work (1925). He
moved to work for the Industrial Christian Fellowship, for whom he went on speaking tours of Britain. It was on
one of these tours that he was taken ill, and died in Liverpool.
Arthur Savage later recalled: "He worked in the slums of London after the war among the homeless and the
unemployed. The name Woodbine Willie was known to everyone in the land in those days. Died very young, he
did, and at his funeral people placed packets of Woodbine cigarettes on his coffin and his grave as a mark of
respect and love."

“W

hat you are is God's gift to you, what you become is your gift to God.”
- Hans Urs von Balthasar

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the
table on the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl
either right then or after service. Pray for that request for one
week. How comforting to know that your request is being prayed
for and that you are praying for someone else’s! You might just
be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer
- please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Start Spreading the Good News!

“J

esus himself did not try to convert the two thieves on
the cross; he waited until one of them turned to him.”
- Dietrich Bonhoeffer

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday & Thursday evenings 5:45 – 6:45 pm at St. Paul’s Church

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are you
looking for a way to help maintain what you have
already built? If so, please join us for Saint Paul's Boot
Camp class! All fitness levels & adult ages (18 & up) are
welcome. Bring a friend if you would like!
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied to
keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a varied,
challenging workout at YOUR fitness level. Increase your strength, flexibility,
cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Questions? Contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or
Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 704-609-6502).

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

“We’re back
this week”

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10
am with Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong
Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
11

12

I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
.....Holy Spirit, West Haven; St. Paul’s, Westbrook;
Emmanuel, Weston.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Diocesan Episcopal Church Women Diocesan Altar
Guild; local ECW chapters and parish altar guilds.
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean
Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed
Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi
Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Armenia; the people of the Cook Islands; and our sister and brother
members of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive
Thanksgiving Dinner from basket collections during the month of
November.
.....Saudi Arabia, for creative evangelism to Muslims who go to Saudi
Arabia on religious pilgrimage.
.....Lighthouse Ministries International, a congregational partner of the
Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her
torn rotator cuff, successful dental surgery, and good test results from
her biopsy.
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery.
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer.
.....Gloria Dom, Beth Trott’s mother, relief from terrible muscle spasms in her lower back.
…..4 Year old Liam who has Neuroblastoma has gone through months of chemotherapy
began Stem Cell Replacement therapy this week. He will be in the hospital for 2 months and
then 100 days of home quarantine. Please pray for total healing and the strength to get
through it.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Holy Eucharist and Installation
of the Most Rev. Michael
Curry as XXVII Presiding
Bishop of The Episcopal
Church on November 1st.
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At last, it’s here!

(but we have sold out)

I

f you were not able to purchase your copy of the book yet, there
is another chance. We are ordering more.
To reserve your copy, mail your $30, check made out to St. Paul’s
Church (with “history book” on the memo line).
Send it to: Sandy Chaleski, 16 Heritage Drive, Danbury, CT 06811
Call Sandy Chaleski with any questions: 203-730-2336
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

C

hris Barrett, Sandy Chaleski,
Christine Domareck, Lynne
Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming,
Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill Loring,
Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors,
Patrick
O’Connors,
Mary Perry,
Ken Perry,
Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam
Szen, Don
Winkley &
Gail Winkley.
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