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† What We Were Always Meant to Be
"Do not neglect meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
(Hebrews 10:25)
My Beloved Flock,

M

ore and more articles are being
written about the post-Christian
culture of the West. Encouragingly,
however, it has been noted that for those who
do make their Christian faith a priority, our
church-going population, while slimmer
numerically than in the past, has never been
more devout. Whereas Christianity in
America was once described as three-thousand miles wide, and half an inch deep, today we
are witnessing a unique move of God, where the faithful are drilling down more and more in
terms of a personal commitment to Jesus Christ and His Word.
At. St. Paul's, we have never had more weekly
Bible studies than we do now. Our outreach
continues to take new and creative approaches, and
our commitment to youth has never been stronger.
By the grace
of God in
Christ, we are
a deepening
spiritual well
filled with
living water for saving souls. And we are going to
go much deeper!
This Covenant Sunday, come to church, and as
you do so, consider not what you can get out of
church, but what you can bring to it. For when we
meet together in worship,
offering ourselves to the Lord, we
become what we were always
meant to be, fully alive in the glory of God.
Faithfully your Rector,

Please r
emembe
r
to bring
your
Covenan
t Cards
to
church
this
Sunday.
There w
ill
be extr
as on th
e
back tab
le as we
ll.
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† Embracing God's Provision through Faith in Jesus"

P

lease join members of St. Paul's and the extended community for an
inspiring message followed by a light reception all held in
Crocker Hall on Wednesday November 18th from 78 pm. Our speaker will be Elizabeth Kalu. “Liz” is a
Yale Divinity School student is from Kenya. She is a
wife and mother, has a contagious love for the Lord
and an amazing story to tell of God's provision as she
seeks further education to serve and minister to the
Massai. Questions? Tara Shepley 203-228-4746

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Nov 12 Fri, Nov 13

-

Sat, Nov 14

-

1:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
3:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Tue, Nov 17 Wed, Nov 18 Thu, Nov 19 Sat, Nov 21

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
4:00 pm

-

Click Below to

25th Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Nov 15 -

Mon, Nov 16 -

Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Diocesan Convention, Cromwell
Women of Faith, Hartford
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Diocesan Convention, Cromwell
Women of Faith, Hartford
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Traditional Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School, Guild Room
Contemporary Communion
Youth Group & Juniors
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion II & Healing
Guest Speaker, Crocker Hall
Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King

Sun, Nov 22 -

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Click Below to
Sunday School, Guild Room
Contemporary Holy Communion
Pageant Rehearsal
Youth Group
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† Thanksgiving Baskets

F

or the November food baskets, please bring items you
would enjoy at Thanksgiving. We will make up
baskets for the same families who will be receiving the
gifts from our Christmas Giving Tree. While you
shop, if you could please choose any items from the
following list:
Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread or Dinner
Rolls, Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Fresh or
Canned Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes,
Onions, Celery, Carrots, Fresh or Canned Fruit, Cake
Mix, Soup, Juice or Cider, Paper Products/Decorations,
Brownie Mix, Nuts.
All food donations are due by Sunday, November
22nd. Once the food donations have come in, we will
need volunteers to divide the food into
the baskets for the families. Please
speak with Barbara DeAnzeris, 203775-3722.

New Men’s Bible Study

A

new men's Bible study has started! On Monday
evenings, from 7-8 pm, we men will gather in
Crocker Hall to study the Epistle to the Hebrews, where Fr. Joe
will lead us verse by verse. Together we will learn about the
Old Testament priesthood and how Jesus Christ provides all
believers with unfettered access to God. Please purchase your
study guide ahead of time and plan to be transformed by God's
word. Here is a link to purchase the book on his website. It is
also available thru Amazon, Barnes & Noble and other sites.
Watch our previous week’s studies here.

† St. Michael’s Victory over
the Devil
Coventry Cathedral

Epstein, Jacob, Sir, 1880-1959

S

ir Jacob Epstein was a British
sculptor who helped pioneer modern
sculpture. He was born in the United
States, and moved to Europe in 1902,
becoming a British citizen in 1911. He
often produced controversial works which
challenged taboos on what was appropriate
subject matter for public artworks. His
sculpture was commissioned for the
entrance of St. Michael’s Cathedral,
bombed during World War II and rebuilt
from 1956-62.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“And then they will see the Son of Man coming in the
clouds with great power and glory.” (Mark 13:26)

W

e will all have that day when we are standing before
God and our life is played out like a movie. When
this happens and God asks each of us, “What have you done
with the gifts that I have given you?” How will you respond?

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, November 12th

Charles Simeon
Priest, 1836

T

he historian Thomas Macaulay said about Charles Simeon, “If
you knew what his authority and influence were, and how they
extended from Cambridge to the most remote corners of England, you
would allow that his real sway in the Church was far greater than that of
any primate.”
Simeon’s conversion, in 1779, while still a student, occurred as he
was preparing himself to receive Holy Communion, an act required of
undergraduates at the University. His first Communion had been a
deeply depressing and discouraging experience, because of his use of
the popular devotional tract, The Whole Duty of Man, which emphasized law and obedience
as the means of receiving the Sacrament worthily. When he was again preparing for
Communion before Easter, he was given a copy of Bishop Thomas Wilson’s Instructions
for the Lord’s Supper. Here was a quite different approach, which recognized that the law
could not make one righteous, and that only the sacrifice of Christ, perceived by faith, could
enable one to communicate worthily. This time, the experience of Holy Communion was
one of peace and exhilaration, a new beginning of a Christian life whose influence is
difficult to exaggerate.
Simeon’s influence and authority developed slowly, but he soon became the recognized
leader of the evangelical movement in the Church of England. He helped to found the
Church Missionary Society, and was active in recruiting and supporting missionaries,
including Henry Martyn (October 19). As a preacher, he ranks high in the history of
Anglicanism. His sermons were unfailingly biblical, simple, and passionate.
The influence of Simeon and his friends was thus described by the historian William
Edward Hartpole Lecky: “They gradually changed the whole spirit of the English Church.
They infused into it a new fire and passion of devotion, kindled a spirit of fervent
philanthropy, raised the standard of clerical duty, and completely altered the whole tone and
tendency of the preaching of its ministers.”

† Quilt Raffle

W

e're going to start selling tickets
this Sunday. All the proceeds will
benefit the Hearts to Hands Ministry. The
tickets will be available after each service and
the drawing will be held on Sunday, December 20th. Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.
The quilt is 44 by 51 inches and is called
“Silent Night.” It was machine embroidered
and then pieced.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Apostolic Succession

H

istorically the term “Apostolic Succession” has been applied to three distinct,
though related, theories of the continuity of the Church. Probably the earliest to be
articulated (second century) is that the succession is traced through the existence of a series
of bishops in each church that either originated with an apostolic founder of that church
(such as Peter at Rome) or by a link between the local church and one of the
apostolic sees (just as Augustine was sent from Rome to Canterbury and then
appointed as archbishop by Pope Gregory).* A second and somewhat later
view, commonly referred to as ‘transmission of grace’ holds that in ordaining
the first generation of bishops the apostles transmitted grace to them, and they
in turn passed the same grace to their successors and on through history. After
the Reformation, many churches either abandoned the office of bishop or made
no particular attempt to maintain continuity in either of the above forms, and in
many cases redefined Apostolic Succession “as a continuity in doctrinal
teaching from the time of the apostles to the present.” †
The late Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael Ramsey, has applied this later definition to
the earlier schemes: “The bishops were also successors of the
apostles in that ‘the functions they performed of preaching,
governing and ordaining were the same as the Apostles had
performed’.”‡ While I fully agree with the statement I see it
more as an indication of why the church considered succession
in the see, and transmission of grace, to be important than as a
distinct factor. Ramsey also notes that the transmission theory
is not clearly affirmed until the time of St. Augustine of Hippo
(fl. 400),§ although by the 3rd c. we find a general concern for
the actual laying on of hands by previous bishops as the norm in
the consecration of a bishop. Thus Hippolytus, writing about
200, specifies that the bishops present are to lay hands on the
candidate for consecration.◊
More recently, in the 1950’s, many Episcopal dioceses published charts of the
Succession of their own bishops of the time. One of these, going down to Bishop Gray,
currently hangs in our vesting room (see page 7). Like others that I have seen elsewhere, it
shows primarily ‘succession in the see’ including the lineage of the founding bishops of the
various diocese, indicated here by the principal consecrator(s) and their sees.
Even those who accept the classic views of Apostolic Succession differ about their
importance to the church. Some hold to it as of the esse (essential
being) of a valid church; others as only of the bene esse (wellbeing) of the church - Professor James Jones (PDS and later EDS)
used to say that bishops had to be of the esse as he had known too
many who couldn’t possibly have qualified for bene esse. I lean,
however, to an alternate position: that bishops, and Apostolic
Succession are of the plene esse (fullness of being); that is I am
unwilling to unchurch those who lack this type of succession, but I
do believe this lack impairs their validity as a complete expression
of the church of Christ. Of course, even with this succession we can
be equally impaired by the lack of Apostolic Faith and Practice
which seems to infect many Anglican churches.

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

* Note, however, that Augustine did not return to Rome for his
consecration but received this from nearby French bishops.
†
Wikipedia, s.v. Apostolic Succession, retrieved 11/11/15. Episcopal
Church.org, retrieved 11/11/15
‡
The Gospel and the Catholic Church, cited in Wikipedia, op.cit.
§
Ibid,
◊
Hippolytus, The Apostolic Tradition, Tr. B. S. Easton, 1934, p.33. A
PDF of the text is available online by searching “Apostolic Tradition of
Hippolytus text”
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T

he well-known (at least in the Episcopal
Church) Collect offers in part a plea for
understanding of the Scriptures - “grant that we
may read, mark, learn and inwardly digest…” Part
of life as a disciple and steward is taking intentional
time for prayer and the study of those Scriptures.
Have you made that part of your daily routine?

W

† Mark Your Calendars

e invite you all to mark your calendar for this year's Christmas
Pageant and Brunch at the 10:30 am service on Sunday, December
13th. We will be asking around to fill all major parts in the next couple of
weeks and then will host two short rehearsals for just those parts following
the 10:30 am service on Sunday, November 22nd and Sunday, December
6th. If your child is interested in playing a larger role in the pageant, please
email Nicole at nmoconnors@gmail.com. All other children can simply
show up at 9:30 am on the day of the pageant to participate!
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† Transforming Saints of God
Saturday, November 14th

Samuel Seabury

First American Bishop, 1796

W

hen Britain's former colonies fought their
Revolutionary War against the motherland, churches
were affected. Most notably, the Church of England in the United
States renamed itself the Episcopal Church. But if it were to
function, it needed bishops. And if the bishops were to be valid
(under the theory of apostolic succession) they must be
consecrated by legitimate bishops who had themselves been
consecrated by bishops all the way back to the apostles. The
Embedded in
problem was, British law forbade consecration of anyone who would
not swear loyalty to the crown.
the top of our
When one of the Episcopal leaders, Samuel Seabury, sailed to
altar is a stone
England, seeking consecration, the bishops of London refused it. The
from
Aberdeen,
British cabinet took the position that to consecrate Seabury was
interference in the affairs of the United States. What were the
Scotland,
churchmen to do?
inscribed
It was not as if Seabury were a
“Aberdeen
rebel. Quite the contrary; his witty
1784.”
pamphlets against the rebellion and
the Continental Congress had so
angered the Patriots that they had thrown him into
prison. After his release, Seabury escaped to the
British lines where he gave valuable information to
General Howe's army. Seabury stayed behind the
British lines the rest of the war, doctoring the king's
soldiers. After the war, he was chosen bishop by
Church of England clergymen in at Glebe House in
Woodbury, Connecticut.
With consecration in England out of the question,
Samuel Seabury traveled to Scotland. On November
14, 1784, the Scottish bishops of Aberdeen, Moray and
Ross consecrated Samuel Seabury as the first Episcopal
bishop of the United States. A few years later, the
spirit of charity reasserted itself and London
consecrated additional bishops.
Meanwhile, Samuel Seabury returned to Connecticut. Because he had sided with the
monarchy during the war, he was never popular in his homeland. And his consecration
always seemed tainted, because it had come in the "irregular" church of Scotland, rather
than at the hands of the highest leaders of the Church of England. Because the Scottish
Episcopalians had refused to swear allegiance to William and Mary (when James II was
driven into exile), their church had been given no official recognition by the government
and operated under legal disabilities. On his return home, Seabury was recognized as
Bishop of Connecticut in Convocation on August 3, 1785, at Middletown. With Bishop
William White, he was active in the organization of the Episcopal Church at the General
Convention of 1789. With the support of William Smith of Maryland, William Smith of
Rhode Island, William White of Pennsylvania, and Samuel Parker of Boston, Seabury kept
his promise, made in a concordat with the Scottish bishops, to persuade the American
Church to adopt the Scottish form for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.
In 1790 Seabury became responsible for episcopal oversight of the churches in Rhode
Island; and at the General Convention of 1792 he participated in the first consecration of a
bishop on American soil, that of John Claggett of Maryland.
Controversy did not stop Seabury from working hard as a bishop, visiting his entire see
and opening new churches. His prodigious labor is verified by the fact that he confirmed
over 10,000 individuals! Seabury died on February 25, 1796, and is buried beneath St.
James’ Church, New London, Connecticut.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

O Day of Radiant Gladness
Help Us, O Lord, to Learn
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
All My Hope on God is Founded Tune: Lauda anima

“Awake, Awake to Love and Work!”

I

n his youth, Robert Robinson was apprenticed to a barber in
London and lived a wild and reckless life. But one day he heard a
sermon by George Whitefield on the stern words of John the Baptist to
the Jewish leaders of his day, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come?” (Matt. 3:7). The Spirit of God convicted the
wayward young man and he put his faith in Christ.
Associated with the Wesleys for a time, Robinson served as a pastor
in several churches. He wrote a number of works on theology, and two
hymns that we know of, Mighty God, While Angels Bless Thee, and
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing. The latter hymn begins:
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
The song is autobiographical in its confession of a proneness to wander away from the
Lord. Though a man of intellectual brilliance, Robert Robinson was, in the words of
Scripture, “unstable as water” (Gen. 49:4). In his later years he drifted away
Want to listen in to what from God. This weakness is reflected in a later stanza of the hymn above:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
we’ll be singing on Sunday
Prone to leave the God I love;
at 10:30? Or do you want
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
to listen to a song from last
Seal it for Thy courts above.
week once more?
In a spiritually backslidden condition, the author was traveling in a stage
You can listen on Spotify by
coach one day. His only companion was a young woman unknown to him. In
clicking here: St. Paul's 10:30
the providence of God, and not realizing who it was she spoke with, the woman
Service
quoted Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, saying what an encouragement it
This week’s songs are: The Love had been to her. And try as he might, Robinson could not get her to change the
of the Father, subject.
10,000
Finally, he said, with tears in his eyes, “Madam, I am the poor unhappy man
Reasons,
who composed that hymn, many years ago. And I would give a thousand
Offering,
worlds, if I had them, to enjoy the feelings I then had!” Gently, she replied,
Come As
“Sir, the ‘streams of mercy’ are still flowing.” He was deeply touched by that.
You Are, For As a result of the encounter he repented. His fellowship with the Lord was
You Alone,
restored through the ministry of his own hymn, and a Christian’s willing
& Great Are witness.
by Richard Cottrill
You Lord

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† Restored at Reunion

by Steve Hemming

“I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. They looked
to Him and were radiant, and their faces were not ashamed.”
Psalm 34:4-5

A

s we know from our own individual experiences, absolutely nothing is too difficult
for our God (Jeremiah 32:17). He can turnaround any situation or circumstance for
His glory and for our good. This past weekend as I attended my 40th high school reunion,
the Lord transformed my inclinations towards self-conscious fear into unspeakable joy,
abundant love for my classmates, and a greater love for Him.
For the past few months leading up to the reunion, my thoughts were bombarded with all
kinds of irrational concerns about how I would be perceived by my classmates, and how I
would measure up, or compare to them. While I recognized these were
lies and accusations from the enemy, nonetheless, I wasn’t gaining any
ground or victory as this special reunion weekend drew closer.
As the feelings of trepidation continued on, I knew that I had to
take action, otherwise I would likely submit to my apprehensions and
psych myself out of going. First, I determined in my heart that I was
going to attend my reunion regardless of how I felt and second, I
chose to activate my faith in the Lord. I sought His guidance,
encouragement, and confidence through consistent prayer. In my
prayer time with Him, God helped me to take the focus off myself
whenever I thought about the reunion and instead place it on Him and
my fellow classmates. Rather than trying to draw attention, my heart’s
desire was to glorify God by letting His light shine in and through me
(Matthew 5:16). And instead of looking inward, I wanted to concentrate
on loving my classmates as my Heavenly Father loved me.
When it was time for me to leave for my home town of
Penfield, NY, where the reunion was going to be held, I
felt God’s presence more readily, and my overall trust in Him was increasing. Still, I had
many butterflies in my stomach when I arrived Friday night at the first gathering, and
proceeded inside the bar/restaurant where we were to meet. However, within moments of
joining my classmates, I realized all my fears were for naught, and any apprehensions I had
going in dissipated quickly. Praise God, I had an absolutely wonderful time getting
reacquainted with my fellow Penfield High School classmates, not only that night but all
throughout the weekend!
I was no longer afraid, for God was with me. I beamed with joy for having made the
decision to attend the reunion, and felt great love and appreciation for each and every one of
my classmates. I found it interesting to learn as I chatted with my fellow 1975 graduates
that many of my peers who attended the reunion weekend were also fearful of coming, but
just like me, they pressed through their anxiety, and were glad they came.
While the entire weekend blessed me in so ways I simply cannot put into words, I will
share with you
one interaction I
had that touched
me so deeply and
significantly, I am
changed forever.
Without going
into detail, I
carried a regret for
over 40 years,
dating back to
high school, one
that had a
profound impact
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

Restored at Reunion

on who I would become as a person. I was not consciously aware of this deep, longstanding
regret, but God was, and He gently led me into a very brief conversation with a certain
classmate on Friday night and then again a few times more with the same person on
Saturday night at our reunion dinner. While I cannot exactly describe what happened deep
inside my spirit, I can say with complete confidence that I was healed and restored Saturday
night from an emotional wound that was buried deep down inside of me for all these 40+
years. (I've Been) Searchin' So Long , a popular song by Chicago, written in 1975, the year
we graduated high school, best describes the change I have experienced. I can very much
identify with the first line of lyrics; “As my life goes on, I believe somehow, something’s
changed, something deep inside, ooh part of me.”
Had I given into fear and not attended my high school reunion, I would never have
received this new-found freedom and restoration I am experiencing now. I give all glory,
honor, and praise to God for this transformation, for it was His perfect love that cast out my
fear (1 John 4:18).
What are you afraid of? Seek the Lord, put your trust in Him, and He will surely deliver
you from all your fears!

† Happy Birthday to You!

S

heri Brought & Walter Von
Egidy celebrate today! Blowing
out Steve Anrico blows out
candles on Sunday. Tuesday is the big day
for Pamela Altemus. Ryan Sampson will
be opening presents on Wednesday. Have a
blessed day everyone!
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† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the
table on the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl
either right then or after service. Pray for that request for one
week. How comforting to know that your request is being prayed
for and that you are praying for someone else’s! You might just
be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer
- please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Tucker Still Needs a Home

P

lans didn’t work out after all for Tucker. Do you love cats? Tucker
has been a part of George & Barbara Crocker’s family however, he
has been a lot of care for George and he would like to rehome him. Talk to
Fr. George Crocker or inquire with Dorothy Crocker if more info needed.

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday & Thursday evenings 5:45 – 6:45 pm at St. Paul’s Church

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are you
looking for a way to help maintain what you have
already built? If so, please join us for Saint Paul's Boot
Camp class! All fitness levels & adult ages (18 & up) are
welcome. Bring a friend if you would like!
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied to
keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a varied,
challenging workout at YOUR fitness level. Increase your strength, flexibility,
cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Questions? Contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or
Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 704-609-6502).

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10
am with Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves
Instructor Drop by or Email Mary with questions at
maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong
Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.

“Sorry, no
PraiseMoves
on the 14th”

“Does that mean
double lavender the
following week?”

“We live for
lavender!”
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† Vestry Meeting
October 14th

Opening: Fr. Shepley opened the meeting
with prayer at 7:35 pm and led the meeting.
Stephanie Bernardo led a Bible study on
forgiveness, Matt 5:23-24, Matt 18:21-22,
Eph 5:31, Col 3:12-15, using a painful
example from her own life that God is using
to teach her about forgiveness. Ron Switzer
gave his testimony, how he was raised in the
Episcopal Church and was given a strong
foundation in faith. He drifted after high
hchool and knew he was missing something,
he started going to St. James Church, later
married a Roman Catholic and raised his
children in both churches. God incidences
brought him closer to his Lord and he later
came to St. Paul’s where he continues
growing in his faith. The September minutes
were approved as circulated.

Treasurer’s Report: End of September
expenses exceed income by 20,000 which is
5,000 less than end of September 2014. We
took 130,000 out of our endowments to pay
for Phase II Building Project. Total assets
are 719 K YTD.
Committee Reports: Pat Jennings reported
that Stephen Ministry is studying the book of
Job. There are ministers available if anyone
needs one. Joyful noise was a great success
with 78 people attending. The youth were a
big help; many thanks to Connie Williams
and Nicole & Patrick O’Connors for making
it a wonderful, spiritual time of praise and
fellowship. David Williams reported that
construction on Phase II is almost complete,

should be done by the
end of next week. The
dishwasher in the Parish
Hall is working. Written
reports were submitted by:
Dorothy Crocker for Hearts to Hands
ministry and Mary Perry on Prayer and
Healing Team, Wellness and Beyond the
Red Door.
Rector’s Report: St. Paul’s was blessed
by Joyful Noise. His visitors loved the
whole day, blessed by the services and
Joyful Noise. Glad to be back, excited to
move forward. A Men’s Bible study on
Hebrews will be held on Monday nights in
the Parish Hall from 7-8 starting on
November 2nd. He will be away Sunday
March 25th.
Old Business: Fr. Joe’s question on
where does St. Paul’s go from here took on
a life of its own while he was away.
Giving Christ away, giving ourselves away
was the one big theme. Mary Perry will do
a presentation on this theme in place of the
sermon when Fr. Joe is away on October
25th. There is a Jericho Gala on November
6th, tell Pam Szen if you are interested in
going. The Jericho Work date will be
rescheduled; will reschedule the progressive
dinner after Christmas.
New Business: Please attend the Healing
Team’s Prayer Training if possible. Training
for use of the AED will take place on
October 28th in Crocker Hall. We will
continue the discussion on Visioning next
month.
Closing: The meeting was closed with
prayer at 8:40 pm by Lois Hunt.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry

† Start Spreading the Good News!

“W

e best defend the Lord's glory by speaking first TO
Him about unbelieving men rather than speaking
first ABOUT Him to unbelieving men.” - Sinclair B. Ferguson

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Future Expectations
Daniel 12:1-3
n our Hebrew scripture lesson Daniel is given a vision of the end of human history; after a
period of great distress, some will be brought to their salvation and others to eternal
disgrace. This was a time of persecution for Israel which took place two centuries before the life
of Christ. This oracle of hope makes use of imagery common to apocalyptic visions. Evil will
mount up in a last desperate effort before Michael, Israel’s patron angel, intervenes to bring
justice. The names of all who will be saved are written in the book of life,
which must for now remain sealed. In what is a new idea for Judaism, even the
Mark 13:1-8
faithful dead will be raised to receive their reward.
Psalm 16
Whatever system of government may
Contentment, refuge, and joy are found in the presence of the Lord. To the
currently be in power, God's Royal
faithful one, God, will show the path of life.
Hebrews 10:11-25
Proclamation comes as a Word that
In this New Testament lesson we learn what Christ’s sacrifice, supplanting
evokes an accounting from - and
those of the early offerings of the people, is the effective provision for all time
and all people, and he has become a new and living way offering access to God,
possibly a confrontation with who may now be freely approached. The Holy Spirit confirms with all disciples
earthly rulers. And as Jesus simply
that what was promised by the prophets has now been fulfilled; God’s eternal
law is now inscribed on human hearts and minds. Believers who have been
observes: don't be led astray, earthly
washed in baptism must continue in the faithful way, encouraging each other to
rulers never accept accounting kindly.
love, good deeds, and frequent assembly.
Mark 13:1-8
There will be resistance.
In our gospel lesson Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple, and tells of
what is to come. One of the disciples expressed awe at the grandeur of the
temple built by Herod. Then, while viewing the temple complex from the
Mount of Olives, four of the disciples privately inquire as to when Jesus’ prophecy might come
to pass. Jesus responds that wars and imposters, political upheaval and natural disaster will
come, buy they are but birth pangs of the end.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

G

od specializes in new starts. To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our
sermon archives as well.
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At last, it’s here!

(but we have sold out)

I

f you were not able to purchase your copy of the book yet, there
is another chance. We are ordering more.
To reserve your copy, mail your $30, check made out to St. Paul’s
Church (with “history book” on the memo line).
Send it to: Sandy Chaleski, 16 Heritage Drive, Danbury, CT 06811
Call Sandy Chaleski with any questions: 203-730-2336
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† Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service

B

rookfield’s oldest continuing town-wide ecumenical
service will be held on Wednesday, November 25th
at 7:30 pm at the Congregational Church of Brookfield.
This annual service is coordinated by the Brookfield
Ecumenical Clergy group. This year the Reverend Carolyn
Legg from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will deliver the
Thanksgiving message.
The combined choirs of Brookfield churches will
contribute special music, and worship leaders from the
various congregations will lead portions of the service. A
time of fellowship and refreshment will be offered
afterwards.
We hope you will join us for this historic Thanksgiving
Eve celebration, which began with a Union Thanksgiving
Service led by the Congregational Church and St. Paul's
Episcopal in 1896.
An offering will benefit the Emergency Fuel Assistance
Fund of Brookfield Social Services.

† Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday,
December 13 at 5 pm. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this
beautiful Advent service which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of
Jesus interspersed with the singing of traditional carols led by our choir.
What a truly wonderful way to prepare your heart, mind, and voice for
Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our special choir
for this service. Rehearsals are on the following three Mondays from 7-9 pm:
Nov. 23, Nov. 30, Dec. 7 and Thursday, Dec. 10. The only prerequisites are as
follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around people
who like to sing Christmas music. No previous participation in the music ministry
required! It may be just the thing if you’ve been looking for a small group to join for

“D

o you not know that God entrusted you with that money
(all above what buys necessities for your families) to
feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to help the stranger, the
widow, the fatherless; and, indeed, as far as it will go, to relieve
the wants of all mankind? How can you, how dare you, defraud
the Lord, by applying it to any other purpose?” - John Wesley

E

† Dorothy Day Ministry

very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to
cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House
in Danbury. Please consider helping out in this vital ministry.
Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays
from 9:30-10:15 in the Guild
Room for a discussion on the Book of
Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
.....St. Paul’s, Windham; Grace Church, Windsor; St.
James’, Winsted; All Saints’, Wolcott.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....The 231st Annual Convention of the Episcopal
Church in Connecticut, meeting Nov. 13-14 in
Cromwell CT and for our clergy and delegates who will
be attending and representing us
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Women’s ministries, Women’s Global Mission groups; Anglican Women’s
Empowerment.
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla,
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay
Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Barbados; the people of the Democratic People's Republic of (North)
Korea; and our sister and brother members of the Christian and Missionary Alliance.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive Thanksgiving Dinner from
basket collections during the month of November.
.....Somalia, for the families of Christian martyrs like “Abdikhani Hassan.”
.....Mountain Church of God, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff,
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery.
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer.
.....Gloria Dom, Beth Trott’s mother, relief from terrible muscle spasms in her lower back.
…..4 Year old Liam who has Neuroblastoma has gone through months of chemotherapy
began Stem Cell Replacement therapy this week. He will be in the hospital for 2 months and
then 100 days of home quarantine. Please pray for total healing and the strength to get
through it.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
We can quench our thirst with a
variety of products. They may
come in attractive packaging and
satisfy us for a while, but we will
be thirsty again. So drink from the
source of living water—Jesus.
You will never thirst again. .
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

S

usan Champagne’s cat
Bobby is now a fan of St.
Paul’s carillon. The other day,
Susan opened a window and
Bobby heard our church bells
chiming. He looked out the
window and sat and
listened reverently.
He must be an
Episcocat.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

C

hris Barrett, Sandy Chaleski, Susan
Champagne, Lynne Donnelly,
Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt,
Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill Loring,
Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors,
Patrick
O’Connors,
Mary Perry,
Ken Perry,
Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam
Szen, Don
Winkley &
Gail Winkley.
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