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† We Need Their Gentle Faith More Than Ever
Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of heaven belongs to such as these.” (Matthew 19:14)
Dear Friends,

L

ast Sunday, as our children gathered in front of the altar for our weekly Children's
Sermon, as we do at the start of worship each week, one couldn't help but notice the
look of excitement on their faces, including quite a few new faces never seen before. "Build
it and they will come," as we have been saying throughout our Sunday School renovation
project. Now completed and open for spiritual business, here come the children, just as we
had expected!
Jesus was clear that children should not
only be protected, loved and honored,
but that they should additionally be
looked to for insight into how to know
God. There is a reason we begin our
liturgy with our young ones, as they lead
us and set the tone as we worship in
Spirit and in truth. As a church, we are
clear
in our
priority of honoring children just as our Lord does.
Keep praying for our children, ask God to send even

more, and serve them by stepping up to teach, to
volunteer and to give. For in this tumultuous world,
our vulnerable ones need our strong guidance, just as we
need their
gentle faith
more than ever.
Faithfully your
Rector,

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† Embracing God's Provision through Faith in Jesus"

L

ast night more than thirty parishioners and guests were honored to
listen to an inspiring message from Elizabeth Kalu, who exclaims
“There really is a God!” “Liz” is a Yale Divinity School student from
Kenya. She is a wife and mother, has a contagious love for the Lord. Liz
details her compelling story of
God's provision as
she seeks further
education to serve
and minister to
the Massai. You
can watch her
testimony here.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Nov 19 Sat, Nov 21

-

5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:30 pm

-

10:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King

Sun, Nov 22 -

Mon, Nov 23 Tue, Nov 24 Wed, Nov 25 -

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Click Below to
Sunday School, Guild Room
Contemporary Holy Communion
Pageant Rehearsal
Youth Group
Lesson & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion II & Healing
Brookfield Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service,
Congregational Church

Thanksgiving Day

Thu, Nov 25 Sat, Nov 28

Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Guild Room
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Holy Communion
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

1st Sunday of Advent

Sun, Nov 29 -

Traditional Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School, Guild Room
Contemporary Communion

Click Below to
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† Thanksgiving Baskets

F

or the November food baskets, please bring items you
would enjoy at Thanksgiving. We will make up
baskets for the same families who will be receiving the
gifts from our Christmas Giving Tree. While you
Many thanks for the two shop, if you could please choose any
items from the following list:
turkeys and other
Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix,
items
Bread or Dinner Rolls, Cranberry
that have Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Fresh or
already
Canned Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes,
Sweet Potatoes, Onions, Celery, Carrots,
been
donated. Fresh or Canned Fruit, Cake Mix,
Soup, Juice or Cider, Paper Products/
Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts.
All food donations are due by
Sunday, November 22nd. Once the
food donations have come in, we will
need volunteers to divide the food into
the baskets for the families. Please speak
with Barbara DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722.

New Men’s Bible Study

A

new men's Bible study has started! On Monday
evenings, from 7-8 pm, we men will gather in
Crocker Hall to study the Epistle to the Hebrews, where Fr. Joe
will lead us verse by verse. Together we will learn about the
Old Testament priesthood and how Jesus Christ provides all
believers with unfettered access to God. Please purchase your
study guide ahead of time and plan to be transformed by God's
word. Here is a link to purchase the book on his website. It is
also available thru Amazon, Barnes & Noble and other sites.
Watch our previous week’s studies here.

† God Inviting Christ to Sit on the
Throne at His Right Hand
Rijksmuseum Het Catharijneconvent
Grebber, Pieter de, ca. 1600-1652 or 1653

P

ieter Fransz de Grebber was a Dutch
Golden Age painter. He learned to paint
from his father and was descended from a
Catholic and artistic family. Besides history
paintings, Pieter de Grebber also painted a
number of portraits; furthermore many drawings
and a few etchings by him have survived. From
different influences, such as the Utrecht
Caravaggistism, Rubens and also Rembrandt, he
came up with a very personal style. He was,
together with Salomon de Bray, the forerunner
and first peak of the "Haarlem classicism"
school, producing paintings characterized by a
well-organized clarity and light tints.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom does not belong to this world.” (John 18:36)

H

ow often do we put
all our time and
energy into building a
kingdom here on earth,
forgetting that life here is
short? The real kingdom is in
the next life. Yet, how much time and energy do we invest in working for that eternal
kingdom?

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, November 19th

Elizabeth

Princess of Hungary, 1231

E

lizabeth’s charity is remembered in numerous hospitals that bear her
name throughout the world. She was born in 1207 at Pressburg
(now Bratislava), daughter of King Andrew II of Hungary, and was
married in 1221 to Louis IV, Landgrave of Thuringia, to whom she
bore three children. At an early age she showed concern for the poor
and the sick, and was thus attracted to the Franciscans who came to the
Wartburg in 1223. From them she received spiritual direction. Her
husband was sympathetic to her almsgiving and allowed her to use her
dowry for this purpose. During a famine and epidemic in 1226, when
her husband was in Italy, she sold her jewels and established a hospital
where she cared for the sick and the poor. To supply their needs, she
opened the royal granaries. After her husband’s death in 1227, the
opposition of the court to her “extravagances” compelled her to leave
the Wartburg with her children.
For some time Elizabeth lived in great distress. She then
courageously took the habit of the Franciscans - the first of the
Franciscan Tertiaries, or Third Order, in Germany. Finally, arrangements
with her family gave her a subsistence, and she spent her remaining years
in Marburg, living in self-denial, caring for the sick and needy. She died
from exhaustion, November 16, 1231, and was canonized by Pope
Gregory IX four years later. With Louis of France she shares the title of
patron of the Third Order of St. Francis.

† Quilt Raffle

W

e're going to start selling tickets
this Sunday. All the proceeds will
benefit the Hearts to Hands Ministry. The
tickets will be available after each service and
the drawing will be held on Sunday, December 20th. Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.
The quilt is 44 by 51 inches and is called
“Silent Night.” It was machine embroidered
and then pieced.
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A

s we come to the end of this church year, and
look forward to the quiet of Advent and then
to the wonderful stories of the Gift of our Savior’s
birth retold, take some time to reflect on how your life
as a disciple and steward has gone this year. Pray for
discernment and guidance to “grow your gratitude”
and serve God in new ways in the months to come.

W

† Mark Your Calendars

e invite you all to mark your calendar for this year's Christmas
Pageant and Brunch at the 10:30 am service on Sunday, December
13th. We will be asking around to fill all major parts in the next couple of
weeks and then will host two short rehearsals for just those parts following
the 10:30 am service on Sunday, November 22nd and Sunday, December
6th. If your child is interested in playing a larger role in the pageant, please
email Nicole at nmoconnors@gmail.com. All other children can simply
show up at 9:30 am on the day of the pageant to participate!
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† Transforming Saints of God
Wednesday, November 18th

Hilda

Abbess of Whitby, 680

“H

ilda’s career falls into two equal parts,” says the Venerable
Bede, “for she spent thirty-three years nobly in secular
habit, while she dedicated an equal number of years still more nobly to
the Lord, in the monastic life.”
Hilda, born in 614, was the grandniece of King Edwin. She was
instructed by Paulinus (one of the companions of Augustine of
Canterbury) in the doctrines of Christianity in preparation for her
baptism at the age of thirteen. She lived, chaste and respected, at the
King’s court for twenty years, and then decided to enter the monastic
life. She had hoped to join the convent of Chelles in Gaul, but Bishop
Aidan was so impressed by her holiness of life that he recalled her to
her home country, in East Anglia, to live in a small monastic
settlement.
One year after her return, Aidan appointed her Abbess of
Hartlepool. There, Hilda established the rule of life that she had been
taught by Paulinus and Aidan. She became renowned for her wisdom,
eagerness for learning, and devotion to God’s service.
Some years later, she founded the abbey at Whitby, where both nuns and monks lived in
strict obedience to Hilda’s rule of justice, devotion, chastity, peace, and charity. Known for
her prudence and good sense, Hilda was sought out by kings and other public men for
advice and counsel. Those living under her rule devoted so much time to the study of
Scripture and to works of righteousness that many were found qualified for ordination.
Several of her monks became bishops; at least one pursued further studies in Rome. She
encouraged the poet Caedmon, a servant at Whitby, to become a monk and to continue his
inspired writing. All who were her subjects or knew her, Bede remarks, called her
“mother.”
In 663, Whitby was the site of the famous synod convened to decide divisive questions
involved in the differing traditions of Celtic Christians and the followers of Roman order.
Hilda favored the Celtic position, but when the Roman position prevailed she was obedient
to the synod’s decision. Hilda died on November 17, 680, surrounded by her monastics,
whom, in her last hour, she urged to preserve the gospel of peace.
David Shepley
was recently
featured in the
Japanese Business
Journal where he
was interviewed
about global justice
concerns.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Whitby

Y

esterday (Nov. 18th) we celebrated the feast of St. Hilda of Whitby (614-680). Her
story is told nearby, so I would take this opportunity to say something of Whitby
itself. The link between Hilda (usually called ‘Hild’ in her
own day) and the town are almost inextricable as the earliest
records (aside from archaeological traces of a bronze age
settlement that had already disappeared) begin with her
founding of the abbey there at the behest of her cousin, King
Oswiu (Oswy) of Northumbria.* Ironically, though, the name
Whitby came some centuries later and its application to her is
thus anachronistic.
Whitby is built around the mouth of the river Esk, on the
East coast of North Yorkshire, but due to a bend in the
coastline faces northward to the sea, and is otherwise
surrounded by the North York Moors (now a National Park) so
it was a rather isolated location - often considered desirable in
the Celtic monastic tradition. There are indications of some settlement there at the time, but
in the ninth century Viding raiders destroyed the abbey and the settlement and no one seems
to have lived there for some two hundred years.†
In 1078 William de Percy became Lord of the Manor and donated extensive lands for a
new Abbey, a parish church, a town, and a port. Geographically the town has two cliffs,
rising on either side of the Esk, with the earliest development on
the east side. The abbey sits atop the cliff with the church near
the top but the original village was on the riverbank below the
eastern cliff - development of the west cliff awaited the building
of a bridge, but eventually became much more extensive.‡ The
original village would have been quite small: Domesday Book
lists “40 villagers, 3 small holders, and 8 freemen.”§ An
outdoor flight of 199 steps rose from the village past the church
to the abbey grounds, which also included a burial area. A
Norman abbey was built promptly, and then replaced, in stages,
by a Gothic building that soon became due to its height and
commanding position a significant navigational landmark. Even
in ruins many of the walls still rise to full height and continue to serve that function.◊
The abbey remained, and prospered, until the dissolution of the monasteries in 1539
when the property went to the Cholmley family. They allowed the abbey to
fall into ruins, but converted the Abbot’s residence into their own manor
house. This has now been restored and converted once more into a high end
and family friendly Youth Hostel - I’m told that it is a comfortable and
economical place to stay, and this picture suggests a spectacular view to go
with it. (My last visit there was about 40 years ago, and I do not remember
the house as being anywhere near this elegant then!)
The parish church was also begun about 1100 but has been enlarged and
refurnished many times since then. Whitby became
a spa town in the mid-18th century with the
exploitation of nearby mineral springs, and the
church took essentially its present form at that time.
The structure was enlarged asymmetrically and
acquired a
o you have a question you
hodgepodge of
would like answered by our
furnishings. There
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
are high sided box
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
pews (to keep the
historical or other inquiries to:
heat in), a lofty
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
(Continued on page 9)

D

8

(Continued from page 8)

Whitby

three-decker pulpit in the nave, between the pulpit and the altar is a lofty bridge mounted on
spiral columns that contain the Cholmley family pew, and a large gallery surrounds the
area.♦ In many ways it serves as a warning of what not to do to a church, but it is also a
fascinating look at Georgian style as applied to worship.
Meanwhile the rest of the town grew from a population of about 200 in
1540 to more than 10,000 by 1800 (and about 13,000 today). It developed
originally as a fishing village, and that is still a major element of its
economy. The mouth of the Esk provides a natural harbor and it became a
major port for coastal and overseas shipping. Coal, from Newcastle, was
shipped extensively to and through Whitby, and the explorer James Cook
came there to learn seafaring, working on one of the colliers. His statue now
stands on the West cliff, facing across the harbor to the abbey ruins, which
must have guided him into port during those years. His naval command,
HMS Endeavour, was originally built in Whitby as coal carrier, and the town
became a ship-building center. Later it became an important whaling port and a large arch
of a whales jawbones is a reminder of this trade. In
time larger steel hulled ships, and the development of
larger harbors, ended most of shipping business
(though not the fisheries) there but there has been
some revival in recent years.
Other industries including the refining of alum
and the manufacture of jet (a form of black petrified
wood) jewelry which Victoria popularized wile
mourning the death of Prince Albert, provided nonmaritime economic activity. The spas mentioned
above are not particularly significant today, but
Whitby continues to be a vacation destination with its historical attractions, growing boating
activity, and miles of wide sandy beach (never mind the cold water), all providing drawing
power. The online guides don’t seem to mention this (and perhaps times have changed) but
I also remember a ‘honky-tonk’ section along the harbor. A final attraction is the scenery of
the surrounding moors that are best traversed in daylight as dusk is often compounded by
fog. After writing all this I find that I want to go back - many of you might enjoy it too .

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

†
‡
§
◊
♦

Hilda and Edgar were both baptized by Paulinus, a Roman monk who became the first bishop of York, but she
later came under the influence of the Celtic bishop Aidan at Lindisfarne. Order of the Holy Paraclete: St. Hilda.
Retrieved 11/18/15).
Wikipedia, s.v. Whitby. Retrieved 11/18/15.
Ibid.
Open Domesday, sv. Whitby. Retrieved 11/18/15.
Wikipedia, op.cit. Retrieved 11/18/15.
Whitby Church. Retrieved 11/18/15.
Illustrations: Map of Whitby. Domesday page beginning, “In Witebi”. Abbey House/Youth Hostel. Church
interior. 1890 photograph of the harbor with the abbey in the center background. Modern view of East Cliff
including the church and abbey from the harbor.

† Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, December
13 at 5 pm. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this beautiful
Advent service which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of Jesus
interspersed with the singing of traditional carols led by our choir. What a truly
wonderful way to prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our special
choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the following three Mondays from 7-9
pm: Nov. 23, Nov. 30, Dec. 7 and Thursday, Dec. 10. The only prerequisites are as
follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around people who
like to sing Christmas music. No previous participation in the music ministry
required! It may be just the thing if you’ve been looking for a small group to join for
Advent! Please contact Kirsten Peterson for more details: kirpeterson@comcast.net
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† Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service

B

rookfield’s oldest continuing town-wide
ecumenical service will be held on
Wednesday, November 25th at 7:30 pm at the
Congregational Church of Brookfield.
This annual service is coordinated by the
Brookfield Ecumenical Clergy group. This year the
Reverend Carolyn Legg from St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church will deliver the Thanksgiving message.
The combined choirs of Brookfield churches
will contribute special music, and worship leaders
from the various congregations will lead portions of
the service. A time of fellowship and refreshment
will be offered afterwards.
We hope you will join us for this historic
Thanksgiving Eve celebration, which began with a
Union Thanksgiving Service led by the
Congregational Church and St. Paul's Episcopal in
1896.
An offering will benefit the Emergency Fuel
Assistance Fund of Brookfield Social Services.

† Happy Birthday to You!

P

10

eter Maier celebrates tomorrow! Kevin Lally open presents on
Monday Have a blessed day everyone!

Episcopal Presiding Bishop Michael Curry addresses
Syrian refugee crisis: “Be not afraid!”
[November 18, 2015] Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop and Primate Michael B.
Curry addresses the current Syrian refugee crisis:

O

ften in the gospels, fear grips the people of God, and time and again,
either the angels, or Our Lord himself, respond with the same words of
comfort: “Be not afraid.”
In times like this fear is real. And I share that fear with you. Our instinct
tells us to be afraid. The fight-or-flight mentality takes hold. At the present
moment, many across our Church and our world are grasped by fear in response
to the terrorist attacks that unfolded in Paris last Friday. These fears are not
unfounded. We can and should support law enforcement officials who are
working hard and at great risk to protect us from crime and keep us safe. And
yet, especially when we feel legitimate fear, our faith reminds us “Be not afraid.”
The larger truth is that our ultimate security comes from God in Christ.
In the Book of Leviticus, God says to the people of Israel that, “the foreigner
who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among
you; you shall love the foreigner as yourself, for you were
foreigners in the land of Egypt.” Accordingly, we welcome
the stranger. We love our neighbor. The Episcopal Church
has long been committed to resettling refugees in our own
communities fleeing violence and persecution.
The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, through
its Episcopal Migration Ministries service, works with
dioceses and congregations, and the United States
government, to settle refugees in communities across this
great country. The Episcopal Church has been engaged in
this ministry for more than 75 years. We will not let the
nightmare this world often is keep us from carrying out the
words of Jesus who told us to be a neighbor to those in
need.
Refugees from places like Syria seek to escape the
precise same ideological and religious extremism that gave birth to the attacks
in Paris. They seek entry into our communities because their lives are
imprisoned by daily fear for their existence. Just as Jesus bids us not to be
afraid, we must, in turn, pass those words of comfort to those who turn to us for
help.
But Jesus calls us to go even further: not just to love our neighbors and our
kin, but to love our enemies. This is particularly difficult when we are afraid.
But even in the midst of our fear we stand on the solid ground of our faith and
proclaim the faith in Christ crucified and risen from the dead. In practical terms,
this may mean finding strength in prayer, or in our neighbors, or in our
churches, or in acts of solidarity with others who live in fear. This is the hope
that casts out fear.
The fear is real. So we pray. We go to church. We remember who we are in
Jesus. Our resurrection hope is larger than fear. Let nothing keep us from that
hope, that faith, that security in Gods dream for all of humanity.
“Be not afraid!”
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church
Resources
The following resources are offered for education and understanding of the
Syrian refugee crisis.
• Episcopal Public Policy Network has posted an overview and a call to action
here
• Two live webinars have been slated for November 19 and November 23.
Information is here.
On the web:
Episcopal Presiding Bishop Michael Curry addresses Syrian refugee crisis: “Be not
afraid!”
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
At the Name of Jesus
Rejoice the Lord is King Tune: Darwell’s 148th
Crown Him with Many Crowns

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

H

enry Alford wrote "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" in 1844
while he was the rector of Aston Standford church in
Buckinghamshire, England. It was first published in Hymns
and Psalms in 1844 with seven verses under the title "After Harvest".
"Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" was set to George J. Elvey's
hymn tune St. George's, Windsor in 1858. In 1865, Alford revised
the hymn, and it was republished in his Poetical Works with only
four verses. In 1861 there had been a number of unofficial revisions
of the hymn, including in "one in Hymns Ancient and Modern, which
led to Alford publishing a footnote in Poetical Works stating his
disapproval of these revisions that had been made without his
agreement. Despite this, Alford revised the hymn again in 1867 in
Year of Praise. Alford was a moderate who attempted to keep good
relations between non-conformists and the High Church Anglicans in the
Church of England: "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" is Alford's only hymn that is found
in evangelical hymn books. The hymn later gained
Want to listen in to what popularity in the United States where it is used as part
we’ll be singing on Sunday of Thanksgiving celebrations.
The first verse is written as a celebration of the
at 10:30? Or do you want
harvest, calling for people to give thanks to God for it.
to listen to a song from last The last two verses are based on the Parable of the
week once more?
Tares,
You can listen on Spotify by
and
clicking here: St. Paul's 10:30
discuss
Service This week’s songs are:
the last
Our God Save, King of Heaven, harvest at
Because the
He Lives Second
(Amen), Coming
Come As of Jesus.
You Are,
& Our
God and
King

J

esus said to his disciples:

"In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the
world." John 16:33
www.persecution.com
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† Are You in Chapter Four?

A

Gaining Eternal Perspective at Work

young boy was reading a thrilling mystery book when
his mom insisted he put the book down and do his
chores. "But, mom, I'm in the fourth chapter and the villain
has the hero in his clutches. Looks like he's going to die! I
can't quit now." But mom insisted so hurriedly he flips to the
last chapter and reads the final page. He then bounds into the
kitchen where his mother is waiting and says, "Wow, that old
villain is doing real good in Chapter 4, but just wait till he
gets to the end of the book. Is he in for a
surprise." It looked liked disaster in Chapter 4, but
when you know the end, then Chapter 4 takes
on a whole new perspective.
You go to a job where God is irrelevant to
the people around you. Where his name is used
only in profanity, and they seemingly give no
thought to God as Creator, Ruler, or
Sovereign. You're in a daily environment
where a commitment to Jesus Christ is looked
upon as foolish, naive, laughable. When you
apply biblical principles in your everyday world,
people take advantage of you, ignore you, or
discount your ideas altogether.
You're walking the straight and narrow, but what for? Where does it get
you? The other team does what they please, and get ahead for it.
I want to encourage you to remember one thing: The final chapter has
been written, and we know what the end will be. Maybe you're in Chapter 4
today, and you need to flip to the end and read the last page. It's already
been written, and I can tell you the outcome: Jesus wins and those of us who
are his followers will win and reign with him. Read Revelations 20, 21, and
22 today.
Remember, God has not lost control of this world. He is bringing it to its
end in his time and for his purposes. He is Sovereign and he still reigns in
heaven.
However, as it is written, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has
conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.”
1 Corinthians 2:9

by Mary Whelchel, Founder of The Christian Working Woman

† Christmas Memorial Flowers

A

nyone wishing to remember loved ones and friends with a
beautiful poinsettia plant that will be decorating the church
for the Christmas services, please use an envelope found on the back
table for this purpose. All memorials are due Sunday, December 13 in
order to be printed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. If you have any questions,
please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
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Statement on the November 13, 2015 Paris Attacks
By the Bishops of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut
n November 13, 2015, our world was yet again brought to a place of sadness,
O
confusion, fear, and anger as we heard of the violence unfolding in Paris. Our
hearts were broken by the terror and uncertainty that surrounded sisters and

brothers of our global community. The 231st Convention of the Episcopal Church
in Connecticut, meeting when the news broke, paused to pray for all in Paris even
as we recalled the violence we have known here in our own lives. As Bishops of
Connecticut we immediately reached out to the Rt. Rev. Pierre Whalon, Bishop
Suffragan of the Episcopal Churches in Europe who is located in Paris. We have
since connected with Bishop Pierre and have assured him of the love, concern and
prayers of the people of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut.
Our prayers continue for the people of Paris and all
affected by this violence. We pray for those who have
been killed, and those harmed with wounds seen and
unseen. We pray for their families and friends in their
uncertainty and their concern, even as we pray for the
perpetrators of the violence. And we also offer prayers
of thanksgiving for all who attended to the injured and
dying - those in official capacities: police and
firefighters, emergency medical professionals, doctors,
nurses and chaplains, - and those in unofficial capacities:
friends and strangers who provided comfort, safety and
care. They are icons of God's incarnate love in Jesus.
And now we ponder prayerfully what to do. In addition to prayer, what is our
response to this violence? How do move from our places of fear, confusion, anger
and loss? Thinking on St. Benedict, we need to listen. Listen to God calling us to
be peacemakers and ones who hunger and thirst for righteousness. We must work
for peace seeking to repair broken relationships locally and globally, creating
space for listening and dialogue. We must speak out against violence, joining in
solidarity with our Muslim neighbors here in Connecticut and around the world
who also are outraged by extremists' actions. We can build beloved communities
of hope, possibility and new life. Now is truly a time to be grounded in the work
we have pledged to do in our Baptismal Covenant - the work of resisting evil,
seeking and serving Christ in all persons loving our neighbors as ourselves, and
striving for justice and peace among all people.
God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your
"O
Son; Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate

us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to
accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races
may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen"
(Book of Common Prayer, page 815)
The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas
Bishop Diocesan
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The Rt. Rev. Laura J. Ahrens
Bishop Suffragan

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the
table on the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl
either right then or after service. Pray for that request for one
week. How comforting to know that your request is being prayed
for and that you are praying for someone else’s! You might just
be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer
- please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Tucker Still Needs a Home

P

lans didn’t work out after all for Tucker. Do you love cats? Tucker
has been a part of George & Barbara Crocker’s family however, he
has been a lot of care for George and he would like to rehome him. Talk to
Fr. George Crocker or inquire with Dorothy Crocker if more info needed.

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class

Tuesday & Thursday evenings 5:45 – 6:45 pm at St. Paul’s Church

I

s your Temple in need of some rebuilding? Or are you
looking for a way to help maintain what you have
already built? If so, please join us for Saint Paul's Boot
Camp class! All fitness levels & adult ages (18 & up) are
welcome. Bring a friend if you would like!
Fun & fitness can go together. Workouts are varied to
keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a varied,
challenging workout at YOUR fitness level. Increase your strength, flexibility,
cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility.
Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have
them. Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go!
Questions? Contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or
Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 704-609-6502).

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Time for a new
move my fellow
PraiseMovers!

“She can’t
be serious.”

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Christmas Giving Tree

A

nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially
struggling. Soon there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags
attached listing items requested by the families. If you would like to bring some
extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the tree.
The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due back to church by
Sunday, December 13th, with the tag attached (most important). Please keep
under the maximum limit of $30 per gift. In addition to the individual families we
will be working with there will also be tags for a holiday shopping table. This will
provide small Gift items (up to $10: crayons, markers, hats, mittens, ear phones,
movie tickets, etc.) and holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper, bows,
and candy). Thank you in advance for showering Christmas blessings on the
families.

"Awaken me!"

An Advent Quiet Morning
Fresh Springs Retreats will be sponsoring another Advent 'Quiet Morning' in five
different locations. The theme for the day is Awaken Me, taken from a prayerpoem by Joyce Rupp.
Advent is the "Keep Awake" season, but how do we
shake off the inertia that lulls us back to sleep? What
is the state of the 'gardens of our lives'? What needs
to be awakened in us so we are ready to meet
Emmanuel and discover God with us? This guided
mini-retreat invites participants to pause in the midst
of holiday shopping and decorating, to explore such
questions; to enter into a different kind of Christmas
preparation, a time of silence and prayer, with
leaders providing a context for reflection.
Light refreshments will be available.
Suggested donation, $20.
Registration is encouraged, but not required. Call the
number below, connected to the location you would
like to join.
Saturday, December 5
9am to 1pm, Holy Trinity, Enfield (860-749-2722),led by Wendy Lyons,
9am to 1pm, Christ Church, Bethany (203-393-3399), led by the Rev. Lois Keen
8:30am - 12:30pm, Christ the Healer,Stamford (203-322-6991) led by the Rev.
Kate Heichler
8:30am - 12:30pm. St. James' Church, New London, led by the Rev. Rachel
Thomas (860-464-6516) and Ron Steed, Deacon Intern
Saturday, December 12
9am - 1pm St. Paul's, Woodbury (203-263-3541), led by the Rev. Greg Welin

† Start Spreading the Good News!

“H

owever, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my
only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the
Lord Jesus has given me - the task of testifying to the good
news of God’s grace.”
- Acts 20:24

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Jesus Our King
2 Samuel 23:1-7
rom the Hebrew scriptures we hear a lyric poem that celebrates the Davidic monarchy.
God has established David’s throne. David is in turn to make himself a blessing to the
people, ruling justly and in the fear of the Lord.. The godless will be overturned, and the faithful
ruler, it is implied, will be the tool for their unseating. God’s covenant with the just ruler, David,
is an everlasting covenant.
Psalm 132:1-19
A petition to the Lord to remember the promise to David of a son to reign after him and for a
lasting kingdom.
Revelation 1:4b-8
In this lesson the revelation made known to a disciple named John begins
John 18:33-37
with a greeting from the everlasting God, from the seven spirits which
"Thus the tension in the Gospels is
worship God, and from Jesus Christ, the firstborn from the dead. Jesus, who
continues to love his disciples, is praised as the faithful witness whose
not between Jesus and 'the Jews.'
sacrifice has formed a royal household, a new priestly people to serve God.
The tension is between Jesus the
Soon he will come, like the one foreseen by the prophet Daniel, on the
clouds of heaven. He now rules over all earthly kings, and God, the Alpha
Galilean hillbilly proclaimer of the
and Omega, the first and the last, is sovereign over all.
coming of God's Kingdom of nonJohn 18:33-37
In the gospel, as his passion draws near, Jesus comes face to face with
violent justice and the Judean
the Roman governor, and seeks to explain the nature of his kingship. It has
snobbish elites who are also
been suggested to Pilate that Jesus pretends to be some form of political
ruler. But Jesus’ kingship does not use the force of this world’s weapons.
collaborators of the Roman Empire
Pilate then realizes the Jesus’ kingship must be of a different order. The
of violent non-justice."
sovereignty of Jesus is found in his witness to divine truth. He reveals God’s
purpose and character, and those who share in this truth hear his voice.

F

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

A

time is coming... When will this be? The
time is now to respond to Jesus.. To replay
all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon
17
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At last, it’s here!

(but we have sold out)

I

f you were not able to purchase your copy of the book yet, there
is another chance. We are ordering more.
To reserve your copy, mail your $30, check made out to St. Paul’s
Church (with “history book” on the memo line).
Send it to: Sandy Chaleski, 16 Heritage Drive, Danbury, CT 06811
Call Sandy Chaleski with any questions: 203-730-2336
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
.....St. Paul’s, Woodbury; St. John the Evangelist,
Yalesville; Grace Church, Yantic.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....The health and well‐being of persons employed by
The Episcopal Church; the Presiding Bishop and the
President of the House of Deputies of The Episcopal
Church.
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla,
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay
Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina; the people of the Republic of Ecuador; and our
sister and brother members of the Deeper Life Bible Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive Thanksgiving Dinner from
basket collections during the month of November.
.....Lybia, for the safe and effective distribution of Christian materials, which must be
brought in secretly.
.....New Hope Baptist Church, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff,
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery.
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer.
.....Gloria Dom, Beth Trott’s mother, relief from terrible muscle spasms in her lower back.
…..4 Year old Liam who has Neuroblastoma has gone through months of chemotherapy
began Stem Cell Replacement therapy this week. He will be in the hospital for 2 months and
then 100 days of home quarantine. Please pray for total healing and the strength to get
through it.
.....Janis, Kathy DeSanti’s sister, healing from headaches and falling, and a small brain
tumor.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
At Diocesan Convention last weekend,
Bishop Douglas gave his annual “State of
the Diocese” address.
“That is the central story of our faith...
God is calling us forth into new life."
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

S

ir Arthur has informed the nominating
committee that he’d like to be
considered as a delegate to next year’s
Diocesan Convention. “I’m well credentialed;
I’m good a sitting for long periods of time
and keeping quiet; and with a little bit of
practice I can hold up those green and red
cards. And just think, if debate goes on too
long, I can chase people away from the
microphone and call the question.”
Look out convention, next year St. Paul’s
Brookfield ‘s delegation might have a SiR+
and a Sir Arthur!

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

C

hris Barrett, Sandy Chadwick,
Sandy Chaleski, Barbara
DeAnzeris, Lynne Donnelly, Carol
Ferro, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Beth
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors,
Mary Perry,
Ken Perry,
Kirsten
Peterson,
Rayna
Sampson,
Joe Shepley,
David Szen,
Pam Szen &
Gail
Winkley.
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