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The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

 

Dearly Beloved,  
 
To all who “wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13), 
 

A s the shadows lengthen and darkness overtakes the light of day, 
we find ourselves upon the season of Advent, a liturgical 

backdrop proclaiming Christ’s reign in the midst of the world's 
temporal veil over illumination.  The natural world mirrors our 
cultural reality, where spiritual darkness attempts to eclipse the light 
of God’s goodness, and yet, in Jesus, the fullness of God’s light is 
forever inextinguishable. 
 
In our spiritual lives, it is important to remember that dark times lead 
to the light of insight.  As the 16th century Spanish mystic, St. John 
of the Cross, wrote in The Dark Night of the Soul: "The endurance 
of darkness is preparation for great light.” Endurance, or 
perseverance (one of the characteristics of the elect), by God's grace, 
in the darkest hours, prepares us for the coming of Christ's glorious 
light. 
 
 
Our Advent liturgy, hymns and readings speak to Christ's Second 
Coming, not again as a tender babe, but as a mighty Judge.  As the 
darkness of fallen culture and human self-reliance pass away, may 
the light of Christ shine in us as we wait for God's cataclysmic 
cleaving of all darkness in Christ's consummate return in power.  
This is God’s glory, and our blessed hope.  Always be ready, for as 
we will sing together in this 
Sunday's processional hymn, “Lo! 
He Comes.” 
 
Advent peace, 

The Coming of Christ's The Coming of Christ's 

Glorious LightGlorious Light  

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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Men’s Bible Study - Hebrews 

 

O ur men's Bible study has started and is well into Hebrews!  
On Monday evenings, from 7-8 pm, the men will gather in 

Crocker Hall to study the Epistle to the Hebrews, where Fr. Joe leads 
us verse by verse.  Together 
they are learning about the Old 
Testament priesthood and how 
Jesus Christ provides all 
believers with unfettered 
access to God.  Here is a link to 
purchase the study guide book. 
Watch our previous week’s 
studies here. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Wed, Nov 25 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

  7:30 pm - Brookfield Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service, 

Congregational Church 

Thu, Nov 25 -   Thanksgiving Day 

  10:30 am - Holy Communion 

Sat, Nov 28 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Nov 29 -   1st Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Communion (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Communion 

Mon, Nov 30 -   St. Andrew, Apostle 

 - 7:00 pm - Lesson & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall 

Tue, Dec   1 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

  6:30 pm - Danbury Deanery Meeting, Christ Church Roxbury 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Dec   2 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing 

Thu, Dec   3 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, Dec   4 - 5:00 pm - Youth Group, Wreath Making 

  8:00 pm - Youth Group, Game Night 

Sat, Dec   5 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec   6 -   2nd Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  12:00 pm - Pageant Rehearsal 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

https://www.gty.org/products/bible-study-books/452210/Hebrews-Study-Book-Softcover
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvTtgEfwjRo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvTtgEfwjRo
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†  Tree of Jesse 
a Bavarian ivory panel 

Musée du Louvre 

ca. 1200 
 

T his scene 
depicts the 

Tree of Jesse that 
Isaiah prophesies, 
heralding the 
coming of the Lord 
-- "A shoot shall 
come out from the 
stump of Jesse, and 
a branch shall grow 
out of his roots.  
The spirit of the 
LORD shall rest on 
him, the spirit of 
wisdom and 
understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the 
fear of the 
LORD." (Isaiah 
11:1-2)  

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?SID=20151123138732910&code=ACT&code=act&SubjectBuildingName=Mus%C3%A9e+du+Louvre&SortOrder=Title&=phrase
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†  Wake Up! 
 

“And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now 
our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  The night is far spent, the day is at 
hand.  Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.  
Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, 
not in strife and envy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to fulfill its lusts.”              Romans 13:11-14 

 

T he terrorist attacks in Paris served as another solemn reminder of the type of world we 
currently live in as we await the return of our Lord Jesus.  Paul the Apostle accurately 

depicted these perilous times in 2 Timothy 3:1-5.  And Jesus Himself in Matthew 24:3-14, 
describes the signs of His coming and the end of the age.  We are clearly living in the era our 
Lord warned us about, yet it seems every time things in the natural calm down in the 
aftermath of a horrific event, our spiritual 
lives invariably regress back into a deep 
slumber.  What is it going to take for us 
awake out of our lethargy?  The alarms 
have sounded often and loud enough!  It is 
time for us to WAKE UP! 

NOW is the time to put our faith into 
action.  Do we want to be like the people 
characterized in Ezekiel 33:31, where we 
hear God’s words, but do nothing, and 
with our mouths we speak love, but in our 
hearts pursue our own gain?  I think not!  
Hearing and not doing will accomplish 
nothing for the kingdom!  For faith 
without works is useless!  (James 2:20) 

The Romans 13 passage above offers 
invaluable instruction as to how we need 
to conduct ourselves in these latter days: 

Wake up from our spiritual sleep – 
 Ephesians 5:14 - “Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you 

light.” 
 1 Thessalonians 5:6 - “Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be 

sober.” 
 Mark 13: 35-37 - “Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house 

is coming - in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning - lest, 
coming suddenly, he find you sleeping.  And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” 

 Matthew 26:41 - Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation.  The spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Cast off the works of darkness – 
 John 3:19-21 - “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, 

and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.  
But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they 
have been done in God.” 

 John 12:35 - Then Jesus said to them, “A little while longer the light is with you.  Walk 
while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know 
where he is going.” 

 1 Thessalonians 5:4-5 - “But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day 
should overtake you as a thief.  You are all sons of light and sons of the day.  We are not of 
the night nor of darkness.” 

 Ephesians 5:11 - “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather expose them.” 

Put on the armor of light - 
 Ephesians 6:13 - “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

(Continued on page 6) 
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withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” 
 1 Peter 2:9 - “But you are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light.” 

 Philippians 2:15 - “that you may become blameless and 
harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world.” 

 Matthew 5:14-16 - “You are the light of the world. A city that 
is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are 
in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

Walk properly - 
 Galatians 5:25 - “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” 
 Ephesians 4:1-3 - “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of 

the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” 

 Ephesians 5:2-4 - “And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for 
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.  But fornication and all 
uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 
neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather 
giving of thanks.” 

 Luke 21:34-36 - “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with 
carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly.  For it 
will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.  Watch therefore, 
and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

Put on Jesus Christ - 
 2 Corinthians 5:17 - “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 

have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 
 Galatians 3:26-27 - “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For as 

many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 
 Colossians 3:9-10 - “Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with 

his deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image 
of Him who created him.” 

 Ephesians 4:22-24 - “that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man 
which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your 
mind, and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true 
righteousness and holiness.” 

Make no provision for the flesh - 
 Galatians 5:16 - “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the 

flesh.” 
 1 Peter 2:11 - “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 

lusts which war against the soul,” 
 1 John 2:15-17 - “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world - the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life - is not of the Father but is of the world.  And the 
world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” 

 Romans 12:2 - “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.” 

 
“Behold, NOW is the accepted time; behold, NOW is the day of salvation!” 

 2 Corinthians 6:2 

(Continued from page 5) 
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†  Lessons and Carols on December 13th 
 

If you like to sing, you are welcome to join our special choir for Lessons & Carols.  
Remaining rehearsals are on Dec. 7 and Dec. 10 at 7 pm.  The only prerequisites are as 
follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around people who like 
to sing Christmas music.  No previous participation in the music ministry required!  Please 
contact Kirsten Peterson for more details: kirpeterson@comcast.net 

†  Quilt Raffle 
 

T ickets are being sold each Sunday 
during coffee hour for this beautiful 

Christmas quilt.  All the proceeds will 
benefit the Hearts to Hands Ministry.  The 
tickets will be available after each service and 
the drawing will be held on Sunday, 
December 20th.  Tickets are $5 each or 5 for 
$20.  The quilt is 44 by 51 inches and is 
called “Silent Night.”  It was machine 
embroidered and then pieced.  

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, November 26th 

Isaac Watts 
Hymnwriter, 1748 

 

I saac Watts is remembered as the father of English hymnody.  He 
was born in Southampton, England, in 1674, the eldest child of a 

devout Nonconformist family.  His academic capabilities and 
particularly his ability with the English language were recognized at an 
early age.  He was offered the resources to enroll at Oxford or 

Cambridge and pursue ordination in the Church of England, but Watts remained faithful to 
his background and in 1690 enrolled in a Nonconformist academy at Stoke Newington.  In 
1702, Watts was ordained and served the Mark Lane independent congregation in London 
for a decade before his health made it impossible to continue. 

As a hymn writer, Watts wrote more than six hundred hymns, about a quarter of which 
continue in popular use.  Among his works was his Psalms of David, a metrical psalter that 
versified the psalms in English for hymnic use.  Perhaps his most enduring contribution in 
this genre is O God, our help in ages past, based upon the opening verses of Psalm 90. 

Watts also wrote a wide variety of other hymns and spiritual songs that are well beloved.  
The attractiveness of his texts is often said to be reflective of Watts’ own personal faith: 
gentle, quiet, sturdy, and deeply devout.  This can easily be seen in the final stanza of When 
I survey the wondrous cross: 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all! 
 

Among his more enduring hymns are Jesus shall reign, Joy to the world, and I sing the 
mighty power of God.  Due to ill health, Watts spent the last decades of his life in 
semiseclusion, rarely preaching, but devoted his time to writing, as he was able.  During this 
period, his writings take a new turn and he completed books on logic, human nature, and the 
English language, in addition to sermons, devotional literature, works for children, and more 
poetry and hymns. 

Watts died in 1748.  He is honored with a memorial in Westminster Abbey. 

mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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A s we begin a new Church Year, the words 

of the Psalmist are good advice for a 

steward who wants to “grow in the Lord” - “Show 

me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.  

Lead me in your truth and teach me.”  Maybe these 

are verses to keep where we will see them daily - 

in our Bible or Prayer Book, on the bathroom 

mirror, or in any often viewed spot, where we can 

read them often and engrave them on our hearts. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Who was the Most Excellent Theophilus? 
 

T he third Gospel, and the Acts of the Apostles first appeared (according to the custom 
of the time) as anonymous writings, however the attribution to St. Luke that now is 

included in the title of the former is early, widespread, and widely accepted.  Both these 
books are inscribed to Theophilus* who is also given the title ‘Most 
Excellent’ in the Gospel.  He is never, however, further identified and 
there has been much speculation over the years as to his identity. 
 In first century usage Theophilus appears both as a proper name, and 
as a descriptive epithet (especially among the monotheistic Jews and 
Christians) and we cannot even be sure which usage was meant here.  
One suggestion is that Luke used the term generally for Christian 
believers (or inquirers), but the use of the title implies that he had a 
particular individual in mind.  Between roughly 35 AD and 70 AD there 
were two different High Priests in Jerusalem with that name, and it has 
been suggested that Luke was writing one of them with the hope of 
improving relationships.  A Coptic tradition held that Luke referred to an 
Alexandrian Jew of some importance, again named Theophilus, and John 
Wesley referred to this in one of his notebooks.†   
 It is notable that Acts ends after the arrival of 

Paul in Rome but before the actual trial and execution (which are 
recorded only in later Christian writings), and while scholarly 
opinion varies it seems likely that both volumes were written, in part, 
to support Paul’s defense that he does not represent a threat to the 
Empire.‡  On this theory it has been proposed that our Theophilus 
may have been a Christian (or at least Christian-friendly) Roman 
official who had an interest in the outcome of Paul’s trial.  The name 
most commonly put forth is that of Titus Flavius Sabinus II, brother 
of the emperor Vespasian, who served as Consul and then Prefect of 
Rome from 52 AD until 68 AD.  His mother-in-law is believed to 
have been a Christian so he might well have been motivated to some 
concern for Paul.§   

At this point I would propose another candidate.  First let me say 
that a few years ago our Rector and I both visited Rome (though not together) and in 
comparing notes afterwards we agreed that the St. Clement, honored in the basilica of that 

name, was also a likely candidate, although a Google search does not even produce a 
mention of this possibility.  The basilica of St. Cement was originally built in the 

4th century, and that building still stands, but due to rising ground has been 
replaced in use by a newer (ca. 1100) structure on top of the original.  Both 
have long been associated with the early Roman bishop of that name whose 
feast we observed on Monday.  Just to confuse things, however, there was a 
Titus Flavius Clement (son of T. F. Sabinus) whose name also appears in an 
inscription in the original church.  He also served as a Consul, and was 

executed on a charge of atheism (the usual charge brought against Jews and 
Christians for their rejection of the Roman gods).  Nearly all our information about 

the Bishop comes from a century and more after his death and lacks even a full name, 
so it is at least possible that the two are actually the same person despite differing accounts 
of e.g. the manner of their martyrdom.◊  One tradition tells us that the bishop was one of 
three consecrated by Peter, all of whom eventually became Popes (though that title came 

later).♦   
 Returning to the Church, by about 1200 the earlier 
building had been forgotten, and it was only in 1850 that 
Fr. Mullooly, superior of the Dominican community then 
(and now) in charge of the Church began an archaeological 
dig, excavating the original church and then dwellings 

(Continued on page 10) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titus_Flavius_Sabinus_(consul_47)
http://basilicasanclemente.com/eng/index.php/tour/i-century-buildings
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

beneath that.  Directly beneath the church was a substantial 
Roman palazzo believed to have been the home of Clement.  If 
the two Clements are the same, then he clearly as a consul, and a 
relative of the Emperor even before becoming Consul, would 
have qualified a ‘Most Excellent’, and as a disciple of Peter 
would have been at least on the way to being a Christian at the 
time of Paul’s imprisonment.  If they were not the same then the 
house seems more appropriate to the consular rank, and it is 
perhaps the similar names which led to the association of the 
church with the early Pope.   
In our present state of knowledge any of this seems unprovable, 
but I lean to the view that there was here one Clement, and that 
he is a strong candidate for being Theophilus.. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* The word is a Latinization of the Greek QeofiloV meaning ‘Friend of God’ – Amadeus would be the native 
Latin equivalent. 

† Wikipedia, s.v. Theophilus (Biblical).  Retrieved 11/24/15.  
‡ Joseph B. Tyson, When and Why Was the Acts of the Apostles Written?, n.d.  Retrieved 11/24/15.   Note, Tyson 

presents, but does not adopt this theory.  I would also note that there are significant textual variants among 
Eastern and Western MSS of Acts which may suggest that the work was later revised and enlarged, perhaps by a 
later writer, allowing an earlier date for the original and a later date for the final composition. 

§ Wikipedia, op.cit.  Retrieved 11/24/15. 
◊ Wikipedia, s.v. Titus Flavius Clemens (consul)  Retrieved 11/25/15. 
♦ Britannica, s.v. Saint Clement I  Retrieved 11/25/15.  

(Continued from page 9) Who was the Most Excellent Theophilus? 

†  Mark Your Calendars 

W e invite you all to mark your calendar for this year's Christmas 

Pageant and Brunch at the 10:30 am service on Sunday, December 

13th.  We will have a short rehearsal for the major parts following the 10:30 

am service on Sunday, December 6th.  If your child is interested in playing a 

larger role in the pageant, please email Nicole at nmoconnors@gmail.com.  All 

other children can simply show up at 9:30 am on the day of the pageant to 

participate! 

†  Our Daily Bread 

T he “Our Daily Bread” booklets for December, 

January & February are now available at the 

back of the church.  Our Daily Bread contains a 

scripture verse and meditation for each day. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theophilus_(biblical)
http://www.bibleinterp.com/opeds/actapo358006.shtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titus_Flavius_Clemens_(consul)
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Clement-I
mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

December 1st 
 

St. Andrew, the Apostle 
 

M ost biographical notes on this Apostle begin “Andrew was 
Simon Peter’s brother,” and he is so described in the 

Gospels.  Identifying Andrew as Peter’s brother makes it easy to 
know who he is, but it also makes it easy to overlook the fact of 
Andrew’s special gift to the company of Christ.  The Gospel 
according to John tells how Andrew, a disciple of John the Baptist, 
was one of two disciples who followed Jesus after John had pointed 
him out, saying, “Behold the Lamb of God” (John 1:29).  Andrew and 
the other disciple went with Jesus and stayed with him, and Andrew’s 
first act afterward was to find his brother and bring him to Jesus.  We 
might call Andrew the first missionary in the company of disciples. 

Though Andrew was not a part of the inner circle of disciples 
(Peter, James, and John), he is always named in the list of disciples, 
and appears prominently in several incidents.  Andrew and Peter were 

fishermen, and Matthew’s Gospel records 
Jesus’ calling them from their occupation, and their immediate 
response to his call.  Andrew was the disciple who brought the 
boy with the loaves and fishes to Jesus for the feeding of the 
multitude. 
 We hear little of Andrew as a prominent leader, and he 
seems always to be in the shadow of Peter.  Eusebius, the 
Church historian, records his going to Scythia, but there is no 
reliable information about the end of his life.  Tradition has it 
that he was fastened to an X-shaped cross and suffered death at 
the hands of angry pagans. 
 Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland. 

†  Greening of the Church 

P lease join us for the "Greening of the 

Church" on Saturday, December 12, at 

noon.  Everyone is welcome to come enjoy 

Christmas cookies, egg nog and fellowship as 

we listen to Christmas music and share in 

this traditional time of decorating the church.  

If you have any questions, please contact 

Gail Winkley at 203-775-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  Thank you. 

 

      The sacristans for December are Lois 

Hunt, Patricia Jennings, Diane Loring and 

Dori McManus.  Carol Gurski, Joyce Sarver 

and Gail Winkley will do the special 

decorations for Christmas. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Church%20Greening
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†  Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service Is Tonight 

 

B rookfield’s oldest continuing town-wide 
ecumenical service will be held tonight, 

November 25th at 7:30 pm at the Congregational 
Church of Brookfield. 

This annual service is coordinated by the 
Brookfield Ecumenical Clergy group.  This year the 
Reverend Carolyn Legg from St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church will deliver the Thanksgiving message. 

The combined choirs of Brookfield churches 
will contribute special music, and worship leaders 
from the various congregations will lead portions of 
the service.  A time of fellowship and refreshment 
will be offered afterwards. 

We hope you will join us for this historic 
Thanksgiving Eve celebration, which began with a 
Union Thanksgiving Service led by the 
Congregational Church and St. Paul's Episcopal in 
1896. 

An offering will benefit the Emergency Fuel 
Assistance Fund of Brookfield Social Services. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

L auren Melody & Patricia Brought celebrate Friday!  Saturday 
is the big day for Rick Falci.  Gary Stein will be opening 

presents on Sunday.  Christopher Goodman will be blowing out 
candles on Monday.  Walter Wolk will be another year older and 
wiser on the Tuesday  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the 
table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from the bowl 
either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one 
week.  How comforting to know that your request is being prayed 
for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just 
be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer 
- please send your request to St. Paul’s at 
prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email Mary 

with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class 
Tuesday & Thursday evenings 5:45 – 6:45 pm at St. Paul’s Church 

 

I s your Temple in need of some rebuilding?  Or are you 
looking for a way to help maintain what you have 

already built?  If so, please join us for Saint Paul's Boot 
Camp class!  All fitness levels & adult ages (18 & up) are 
welcome.  Bring a friend if you would like! 

Fun & fitness can go together.  Workouts are varied to 
keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a varied, 
challenging workout at YOUR fitness level.  Increase your strength, flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility. 

Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.  
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have 
them.  Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.  
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go! 

Questions?  Contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or 
Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 704-609-6502). 

After 
Thanksgiving, our 
first posture will 

be the “Butterball.” 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers 
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and 

raise your heads because your redemption is at hand.” 
(Luke 21:28) 

 

W e celebrate Advent each year in preparation of 

the birth of Jesus, His first coming, as we await 

his second coming.  In this Advent season, trust in the Lord 

to restore whatever is lacking in your faith, and to 

strengthen your relationship with Jesus.  It’s never too late. 

†  Original Mayflower Compact 
 

T here are more than l60 independent nations in the world.  Whether dictatorships or 
democracies, nearly all have written constitutions, but that of the United States is by 

far the oldest.  This is something we can too 
easily take for granted, but it really marked 
a pivotal turning point in history and the 
way nations came to govern themselves. 

How do you suppose the founding 
fathers ever thought of having a written 
Constitution?  The idea of a written contract 
between the people and their government 
came from a tiny band of fifty Christians 
called Pilgrims that sailed to America in the 
Mayflower in l620.  The Pilgrims believed 
many of the Church of England's traditions 
were not Biblical.  Since both King James and the state church persecuted many critics as 
criminals, the Pilgrims became Separatists and fled first to Holland, then to America.  They 
planned to land in Virginia, where they had a charter from the King to govern them, but 
Atlantic storms carried them far north to Cape Cod.  Since their charter was not valid in that 
region, they needed a new government. 

And so on November 21, l620, the Pilgrims drew up and signed the Mayflower 
Compact (which is actually dated the 11th of November because Britain was still using the 

Julian 
calendar).  It 
said: "For the 
glorie of God 
and 
advancement 
of ye 
Christian 
faith, we do... 
...covenant 
and combine 
ourselves 
together into a 

civil body politick...to enact,... and frame... just and equal laws...for the general good of the 
Colonie, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience." 

Several of the men aboard did not sign.  Did they believe the document was illegal? 
The compact was modeled after the church covenant that the Pilgrims had drafted and 

signed in l607 when they had first separated from the English Church and fled to Holland.  
For the next fifty years, the Mayflower compact served the Pilgrims well, and it became an 
important precedent for the idea of a written American Constitution at the Convention of 
l787. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

God’s Promise Fulfilled 
 

 Jeremiah 33:14-16 

I n this prophetic lesson from the Hebrew scriptures the Lord’s promise to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah is reaffirmed, foreseeing the arrival of a messianic figure, a 

righteous branch who will execute justice and save the people.  This passage may have been 
added to the Book of Jeremiah a century or so later.  A sure confidence in God’s deliverance 
sounds forth, and Christians have interpreted the passage as a prophecy regarding Christ. 

 Psalm 25:1-9 
A prayer for forgiveness and guidance and an expression of trust in the Lord. 
 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
In this New Testament reading the apostle Paul expressed 

gratitude to God for his disciples in Thessalonica and tells these 
followers of his prayers for them.  He has heard a good report of 
their faith and love and their concern for him.  He prays that he 
will soon see them again, and asks that they may grow in love 
and be established in holiness, in preparation for the coming of 
the Lord. 

 Luke 21:25-36 
In our gospel lesson Jesus tells his disciples of the awe-

inspiring crisis to come, which they may also recognize as the 
beginning of the time of their redemption.  The heavens and 
earth will bear fearsome witness before the appearance of the 
heavenly judge, the Son of Man.  As the budding fig tree 
foretells the advance of summer, so can all this calamity be 
recognized as a preparation for the drawing near of the kingdom 
of God.  The believer is to be alert, fixed on Christ’s words and 
teachings and prepare for the coming of the Lord. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T he truth about truth.  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as well. 

Luke 21:25-36 
If God's will were to be imposed on 
earth, at God's sole initiative, and 

over-riding the earth's built-in 
processes for change, then we 

would see that what is needed is 
not a few minor tweaks here and 
there; cataclysmic over-turnings 
are needed.  Fainting from fear 

changes are needed.  

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv1_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Good Stewardship Begins At Home: Our Home 
 

P lease remind all who use our home to be good stewards by turning off 
lights, closing curtains, turning down thermostats, cleaning up after 

themselves and locking doors when they are leaving, especially as cold 
weather and dropping temperatures consume more energy. 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending 
Gradual Hymn Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding  Tune: Stuttgart 

Offertory Hymn The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 

Closing Hymn Watchman, Tell Us Of the Night 
 

“Awake, Awake to Love and Work!” 
 

T his popular Advent Carol is rightly and wrongly attributed to the 
great hymn writer Charles Wesley, brother of the celebrated 

John Wesley. 
 It was actually first written by John Cennick [1718-1755] who was a 

friend of the Wesleys.  Cennick had been converted during the early 
years of the evangelical revival in England.  He was a teacher, 

itinerant preacher and a member of the early Methodist movement.  
He wrote a number of hymns, his best known being ‘Children of 
the heavenly king.’ 
 In 1752 John Cennick published an Advent hymn, ‘Lo, he 
cometh’.  It wasn’t his best work and the opening verse read; Lo, 
he cometh endless trumpets blow before his bloody sign!  Midst 
ten thousand saints and angels see the crucified shine.  Alleluia!  
Welcome, welcome, bleeding Lamb. 

 The hymn came to the attention of Charles Wesley who set 
about rewriting it, transforming it almost beyond recognition. 

The great hymnologist, Canon John Ellerton [1826-1893] later wrote, 
‘Cennick’s hymn is poor stuff compared to that into which Wesley recast it’. 

'Lo, he comes with clouds descending’ is typical of so many of Charles Wesley’s 
hymns, rich in Biblical imagery and takes words from the Book of 
Revelation as its inspiration [Revelation 1.7].   

 Charles Wesley is thought to have written 
over 6,500 hymns and is often referred to as 
the ‘Prince of English hymnody’.  He was 
the great poet of the Evangelical Revival 
in England and the Methodist movement. 
 Charles Wesley went through a 
conversion experience in 1738, three years 
after his ordination.  He became an 
itinerant preacher in England and America, 
though he remained a member of the Church 
of England throughout his long life.  His 
hymns helped to ensure the success of the 
revival movement in the 18th century. 
 The popularity of ‘Lo, he comes with clouds descending’ owes 
much to the rousing tune it is usually sung to, Helmsley.  It’s thought 
that the melody is derived from an eighteenth century Air.  In our 
Hymnal the tune is attributed to Thomas Augustine Arne [1710-
1799] who composed ‘Rule Britannia’.  It is thought to have been 
first published as a hymn tune in Revd Martin Madan’s Collection of 
Psalm and Hymn Tunes sung at Lock Hospital, London [1763]. 

Want to listen in to what 
we’ll be singing on Sunday 
at 10:30?  Or do you want 
to listen to a song from last 

week once more? 
  You can listen on Spotify by 

clicking here: St. Paul's 10:30 
Service  This week’s songs are: 
Cast My Cares, Song to the 

Savior, For 
Unto Us a 
Child is Born/
Open the 
Eyes of My 
Heart, Lord I 
Need You, & 
The Love of 
the Father. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpyWGdXys7I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FdAbmeZGFOY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eJ6dfWGl3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63l53mkE5sU
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

F or this is what the Lord has commanded us: “I have made 

you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to 

the ends of the earth.”        - Acts 13:47  

"Awaken me!"  
An Advent Quiet Morning 

 
 

Fresh Springs Retreats will be sponsoring another 
Advent 'Quiet Morning' in five different locations.  The 
theme for the day is Awaken Me, taken from a prayer-
poem by Joyce Rupp. 
 
 

Advent is the "Keep Awake" season, but how do we 
shake off the inertia that lulls us back to sleep?  What 
is the state of the 'gardens of our lives'?  What needs 
to be awakened in us so we are ready to meet 
Emmanuel and discover God with us?  This guided 
mini-retreat invites participants to pause in the midst 
of holiday shopping and decorating, to explore such 
questions; to enter into a different kind of Christmas 
preparation, a time of silence and prayer, with 
leaders providing a context for reflection. 
Light refreshments will be available. 
Suggested donation, $20. 
Registration is encouraged, but not required.  Call the number below, connected 
to the location you would like to join. 
 
 

Saturday, December 5 
9am to 1pm, Holy Trinity, Enfield (860-749-2722),led by Wendy Lyons,  
9am to 1pm, Christ Church, Bethany (203-393-3399), led by the Rev. Lois Keen 
8:30am - 12:30pm, Christ the Healer,Stamford (203-322-6991) led by the Rev. 
Kate Heichler 
8:30am - 12:30pm. St. James' Church, New London, led by the Rev. Rachel 
Thomas (860-464-6516) and Ron Steed, Deacon Intern 
 
 

Saturday, December 12 
9am - 1pm St. Paul's, Woodbury (203-263-3541), led by the Rev. Greg Welin 

†  Christmas Giving Tree 
 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially 
struggling.  Soon there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags 

attached listing items requested by the families.  If you would like to bring some 
extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the tree. 

The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due back to church by 
Sunday, December 13th, with the tag attached (most important).  Please keep 
under the maximum limit of $30 per gift.  In addition to the individual families we 
will be working with there will also be tags for a holiday shopping table.  This will 
provide small Gift items (up to $10: crayons, markers, hats, mittens, ear phones, 
movie tickets, etc.) and holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper, bows, 
and candy).  Please find your tag number on the clipboard and write your name and 
phone number in the corresponding space.  Thank you in advance for showering 
Christmas blessings on the families. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/21064.Sinclair_B_Ferguson
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
.....Christ Church, Ansonia; St. Paul’s, Bantam. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Postulants and candidates for Holy Orders; the 
Commission on Ministry and its committees. 
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean 
Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed 
Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George 
Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued 
healing. 
.....the people of Burkina Faso; the people of the Republic of Fiji; and our sister and brother 
members of the American Baptist Association. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of December. 
.....United Arab Emirates, for the wisdom and safety of evangelists, who must reach out to 
Muslims in secret. 
.....New Life United Methodist Church, New Fairfield, a congregational partner of the 
Jericho Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff, 
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.   
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery. 
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer. 
.....Gloria Dom, Beth Trott’s mother, relief from terrible muscle spasms in her lower back. 
…..4 Year old Liam who has Neuroblastoma, pray for total healing and the strength to get 
through it his chemotherapy treatments. 
.....Janis, Kathy DeSanti’s sister, healing from headaches and falling, and a small brain 
tumor. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 
 
 

Links We Like 
 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Do you know the story of Squanto?  It could be seen as 
a prime example of a life filled with one tragedy after 
another.  But this special Thanksgiving video offers a 
different perspective by showing how blessings can be 
found in even the most dismal situations.  By realizing 
this truth in our own lives, we may learn to find God in 

the most unlikely places. 

http://christchurchansonia.org/default.asp
http://www.stpaulsbantam.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burkina_Faso
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiji
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Baptist_Association
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/FoodPantrySchedule
http://newlife-umc.com/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_06UHMDk778
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_06UHMDk778
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Christmas Memorial Flowers 
 

A nyone wishing to remember loved ones and friends with a 

beautiful poinsettia plant that will be decorating the church 

for the Christmas services, please use an envelope found on the back 

table for this purpose.  All memorials are due Sunday, December 13 in 

order to be printed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Christmas%20Flowers
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December 24th 
Christmas Eve 

 

5:00 PM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolytes:  Nick Janofsky / Jack Powell 

Lector:  Isaiah 9:2-7  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Phyllis Baskett 

Psalm 96    Titus 2:11-14 

Christmas Lay Schedule 2015 

December 25th 
Christmas Day 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Kathy DeSanti / Pam Szen 

Acolyte:  Mike Kirner 

Lector:  Isaiah 52:7-10  John Tuthill 

Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 98    Hebrews 1:1-12 

December 24th 
Christmas Eve 

 

9:00 PM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Ryan Sampson 

Lector:  Isaiah 62:6-12  Diane Froelick 

Intercessor:  Lynne Donnelly 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Deon Winkley 

Psalm 97    Titus 3:4-7 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

December Lay Schedule 

 

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

December 20th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolytes:  Mike Kirner / Jack Powell 

Lector:  Micah 5:2-5a  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Phyllis Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 

Canticle 3    Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  Ryan Sampson 

Lector:  Micah 5:2-5a  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Canticle 3    Hebrews 10:5-10 

 December 13th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Cindy & Peter Maier 

Acolyte:  Errinn O’Hara 

Lector:  Zephaniah 3:14-20  John Tuthill 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Canticle 9    Philippians 4:4-7 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Connie & Dave Williams 

Acolyte:  Nick Janofsky 

Christmas Pageant 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

December 6th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Mike Kirner 

Acolytes:  John Tuthill / Jack Powell 

Lector:  Baruch 5:1-9  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 

Lay Reader:  Pam Szen 

Canticle 4    Philippians 1:3-11 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector:  Baruch 5:1-9  Diane Froelick 

Intercessor:  Lynne Donelly 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Canticle 4    Philippians 1:3-11 

December 27th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 

Acolyte:  John Tuthill 

Lector:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor:  Mike Kirner 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Phyllis Baskett 

Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7    John 1:1-18 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  Ryan Sampson 

Lector:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3  Ray Ferro 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7    John 1:1-18 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#Response1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#Response1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#GOSPEL
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#GOSPEL
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

2 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion I 
 & Healing 

3 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Mission   
               Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Property  
              Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

4 
 
5:00 pm  Youth Group 

Wreath Making 
 

8:00 pm  Youth Group 
Game Night 

5 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  House of  
                  Prayer 

6  2 Advent 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
11:45 am  Pageant Rehearsal 
4:00 pm  Youth Group & 

Juniors 

7 
 
10:30 am  Christian 

Caring 
 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  
               Study 

 

7:00 pm  Lessons & 
 Carols Rehearsal 

 

8 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 

9 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion I 
 & Healing 

 

7:00 pm Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting 

10 
 
1:00 pm  Dorothy Day  

               Ministry 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Lessons & 
 Carols Rehearsal 

11 12 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

10:00 am  Jericho Food 
Pantry 

 

11:00 am  House of  
                  Prayer 

 

12:00 pm  Greening of 
 the Church 

13  3 Advent 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion/ 
Christmas Pageant 

12:00 pm  Advent Brunch 
5:00 pm  Lessons & Carols 

14 
 
7:00 pm  Stephen  

               Ministry 
 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  
               Study 

15 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 

16 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion II 
 & Healing 

17 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:00 pm  Healing Team 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

18 19 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  House of  
                  Prayer 

20  4 Advent 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
6:00 pm  Behold the Lamb 

21 
St. Thomas 

 
7:00 pm Men’s Bible  

               Study 
 

22 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

23 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion II 
 & Healing 

 

24 
Christmas Eve 
 

5:00 pm  Family 
           Service 

 
9:00 pm  Traditional 

Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 
Christmas Day 

 

10:00 am  Holy  
Communion II 

26 
St. Stephen 

7:30 am  Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 

 

11:00 am  St. Paul’s 
Quilters 

 

11:00 am  House of  
                  Prayer 

27  1st Christmas 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 

28 
St. John 

 
7:00 pm Men’s Bible  
               Study 
 

29 
Holy Innocents 

 

  

30 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion II 
 & Healing 

  

31 
 

9:00 pm  New Year’s 
Eve Party 

 
11:30 pm   

1st Eucharist 

of 2016  

    

December 2015 



24  

 

 

 

 

(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Sandy Chadwick, 
Sandy Chaleski, Barbara 

DeAnzeris, Lynne Donnelly, Carol 
Ferro, Diane Loring, Bill Loring,  Beth 
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, 
Ken Perry, 
Kirsten 
Peterson, 
Rayna 
Sampson, 
Joe Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen & 
Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

  “So what are you 

thankful for on your 

first Thanksgiving 

Grady?” 

Changing tables 

for my Mom in 

the bathrooms. 

Been there, 

done that! 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

