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 Christmas Calendar 
 

Sat, Dec. 12 - 12:00 pm - Greening of the Church 

Sun, Dec. 13 - Third Sunday of Advent 
  10:30 am - Christmas Pageant 
  12:00 pm - Advent Brunch 
  5:00 pm -  Lessons & Carols 

Sun, Dec. 20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb 

Thu, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
  5:00 pm -  Family Service 
  9:00 pm - Traditional Service 

Fri, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 
   10:30 am -  Holy Communion Service 

†  How Does One Prepare for Christmas? 
 

“L et Every Heart Prepare a Throne, and Every Voice a Song.” 
How are your Advent preparations going?  Are you ready for Christmas?  Has 

your heart prepared a throne?  And your voice a song? 
Here’s several ways you can start this weekend.  Help us with the “Greening of the 

Church” on Saturday at noon.  Support our Church School youth at their pageant on Sunday 
at 10:30 am and attend the Advent Brunch that 
follows.  And participate in our Lessons and 
Carols service on Sunday afternoon at 5 pm. 

 

Hark! 

     The glad sound! 

             The Saviour comes. 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This is the Way 

 

Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice 

behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it." (Isaiah 30:21) 

 

Dear Friends, 

God is with us.  The heart of the Holy Incarnation is that God took upon human flesh in 

Jesus, the One the prophets called Emmanuel, meaning, "God with us." 

Through the Holy Spirit, God remains with us.  Listen for that small, still voice of God, who 

leads us into large, active moments each day.  God does not just guide our talk, but 

authenticates our walk. 

May God's purposes for our lives unfold through Christ's loving direction over us, in the 

power of the Spirit. 

Advent peace, 

†  John the Baptist Disputing  
 

1508-1519 
Cathedral of Notre-Dame, Amiens, France  

 
 

A miens Cathedral, in the heart of 
Picardy, is one of the largest 

'classic' Gothic churches of the 13th 
century.  It is notable for the coherence 
of its plan, the beauty of its three-tier 
interior elevation and the particularly 
fine display of sculptures on the principal 
facade and in the south transept.  In 
1206, Amiens became one of the most 
important pilgrimage destinations in 
Europe when the head of St. John the 
Baptist was brought back from 
Constantinople by Crusaders.  This 
impressive relic would be the principal 
source of revenue for the cathedral for 
years to come, enabling the construction 
of the grand Gothic cathedral that 
endures today.  The panel shown here is 
a painted choir-screen sculpture 
depicting John the Baptist being 
questioned by priests, Levites, Pharisees, 
tax collectors and the crowd.  

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

J oe Bernardo celebrates today!  On Friday Sherri Kane cuts the cake.  
Saturday is the big day for Lori O’Hara.  Barbara Hock & Diane 

Simone will be opening presents on Sunday.  Elsa Cutting & Natalina 
Schappach will be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  Dorothy Blake will be 
another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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Men’s Bible Study - Hebrews 

 

O ur men's Bible study has started and is well into Hebrews!  
On Monday evenings, from 7-8 pm, the men will gather in 

Crocker Hall to study the Epistle to the Hebrews, where Fr. Joe leads 
us verse by verse.  Together they are 
learning about the Old Testament 
priesthood and how Jesus Christ 
provides all believers with unfettered 
access to God.  Here is a link to 
purchase the study guide book. 
Watch our previous week’s studies 
here. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec 10 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

  12:00 pm - Greening of the Church, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec 13 -   3rd Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Communion (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Pageant / Contemporary Communion (LiveStream) 

  12:00 pm - Advent Brunch, Crocker Hall 

  5:00 pm - Lessons & Carols, Sanctuary  

Mon, Dec 14 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Dec 15 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Dec 16 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

Thu, Dec 17 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 19 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec 20 -   4th Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb, Sanctuary 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday, 
December 27th in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 

2015.  Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first or 
subsequent Sundays in 2015 will not qualify for a charitable contribution for 

2015, even if the check is predated to 2015 or actually written in 2015. 

https://www.gty.org/products/bible-study-books/452210/Hebrews-Study-Book-Softcover
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCeuVsZU4QDXmrSd-8GrP3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvTtgEfwjRo
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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† The Christmas Pageant Is This Sunday 
 

W e will be hosting our annual Christmas pageant 

during the 10:30 service this Sunday, December 13th.   

 Following the Christmas pageant, all are invited to join 

us in Crocker Hall for an Advent brunch, celebrating the 

birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Cake and drinks will be 

provided.  Please use the following guide to help us 

complete the meal: 

 Last Name A-H - Fruit/Veggies, dip 

 Last Name I-P - Breakfast breads (Danish, bagels, 

doughnuts, breads) 

 Last Name Q-Z - Sides (potato/macaroni salad, cheese/

crackers, lunch meat/rolls)  

And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name. 
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C ovenant Envelopes for 2016 are in the back of the church.  Please take yours and 

those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save on mailing 

costs.  Please do not use the 2016 goldenrod envelopes until the new year, and do not 

use the 2015 blue envelopes after December 27, 2015; otherwise it will be credited to 

your 2016 account.  If you do not wish to use the covenant envelopes, as long as your 

gift can be identified, an account is established in your name and you will receive 

quarterly statements.  If you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller, 

Financial Secretary, at 203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

†  Quilt Raffle 
 

T ickets are being sold each Sunday 
during coffee hour for this beautiful 

Christmas quilt.  All the proceeds will 
benefit the Hearts to Hands Ministry.  The 
tickets will be available after each service and 
the drawing will be held on Sunday, 
December 20th.  Tickets are $5 each or 5 for 
$20.  The quilt is 44 by 51 inches and is 
called “Silent Night.”  It was machine 
embroidered and then pieced.  

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, December 10th 

Karl Barth 
Pastor & Theologian, 1968 

 

B orn in Switzerland in 1886, Barth studied at several prestigious universities 
including Tübingen.  After completing his studies, he served as pastor in Geneva 

and Safenwil.  The events of the First World War led Barth to critically question the 
dominant theology of the day, which, in Barth’s view, held a too easy peace between 

theology and culture.  In his Commentary on Romans, published in 1918, 
Barth reasserted doctrines such as God’s sovereignty and human sin, 
central ideas which he believed were excluded and overshadowed in 
theological discourse at that time. 
 With Hitler’s rise to power, Barth joined the Confessional Church and 
was chiefly responsible for the writing of the Barmen Declaration (1934), 
one of its foundational documents.  In it, Barth claimed that the Church’s 
allegiance to God in Christ gave it the moral imperative to challenge the 
rule and violence of Hitler.  Barth was himself ultimately forced to resign 

his professorship at Bonn due to his refusal to swear an oath to Hitler. 
In 1932, Barth published the first volume of his thirteen-volume opus, the Church 

Dogmatics.  Barth would work on the Dogmatics until his death in 1968.  An exhaustive 
account of his theological themes and a daring reassessment of the entire Christian 
theological tradition, the Dogmatics gave new thought to some of the central themes first 
articulated in the Commentary on Romans.  In the first volume, “The Doctrine of the Word 
of God,” Barth laid out many of the theological notions which would comprise the heart of 
the entire work, including his understanding of God’s Word as the definitive source of 
revelation, the Incarnation as the bridge between God’s revelation and human sin, and the 
election of the creation as God’s great end. 

Karl Barth was one of the great thinkers of the twentieth century.  Pope Pius XII 
regarded him as the most important theologian since Thomas Aquinas.  This assessment 
speaks to the respect Barth received from both Protestant and Catholic theologians and to 
his influence within both theological communities. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.” 

(Philippians 4:6-7) 
 

S t. Paul reminds us that our God is an abundant God, the ultimate 

giver of gifts.  He promises to give us all that we need.  When we 

trust that God will take care of us, it is easier for us to share what 

we have been given. 

Please join us for the Understanding and Answering Islam Conference on Friday, 

January 15 from 7 - 9 pm and Saturday, January 16 from 9 am to 3:30 pm. 

Understanding and Answering Islam 2016 

The conference will be livestreamed to our Guild Room from Peachtree Corners 

Baptist Church in Norcross, GA. 

Contact Tara Shepley for more info  A $20 registration will include lunch. 

RZIM regularly gathers some of the world’s leading Christian scholars researching 

Islam, as well as some of the greatest contemporary apologists to Muslims. 

†  Salvation Army Kettle Is Cooking! 
 

T o date, we have deposited $3,248.03!  Fantastic!  The Kettle is still open 
for donations - check made out to Salvation Army or old time cash will be 

appreciated.  The total includes, $2,000 to the local Army Unit from St. Paul’s 
Mission Committee budget.  Thank you all! 

Also, Boy Scout Troop 5, sponsored by St. Paul’s, had 2 kettles, 4 Scouts and 
6 bells at the Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony at Town Hall this past Saturday.  
The Scouts collected $101.96 (plus 10 Mexican Pesos!).  Good work Scouts! 



 7 

 

†  Greening of the Church 

P lease join us for the "Greening 

of the Church" on Saturday, 

December 12, at noon.  Everyone is 

welcome to come enjoy Christmas 

cookies, egg nog and fellowship as 

we listen to Christmas music and 

share in this traditional time of 

decorating the church.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Gail 

Winkley at 203-775-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  Thank you. 

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, December 10th 

Thomas Merton 
Contemplative and Writer, 1968 

 

T homas Merton was among the most influential Catholic 
writers of the twentieth century.  His writings cover a broad 

range of subject matter: spirituality and the contemplative life, 
prayer, and religious biography.  He was also deeply interested in 
issues of social justice and Christian responsibility.  He did not shy 
away from controversy and addressed race relations, economic 

injustice, war, violence, and the nuclear arms race. 
Merton was born in France in 1915.  His father was from New Zealand and his mother 

from the United States.  After a brief sojourn in England, where Merton was baptized in the 
Church of England, the family settled in New York.  The birth of his brother, the death of 
his mother, and the long-distance romances of his father created an unsettling life for 
Merton for some years.  After a brief enrollment at Clare College, Cambridge, Merton 
settled into life as a student at Columbia University in New York.  Merton developed 
relationships at Columbia that would nurture him for the rest of his life. 

Though nominally an Anglican, Merton underwent a dramatic conversion experience in 
1938 and became a Roman Catholic.  Merton recounts the story of his conversion in The 
Seven Storey Mountain, an autobiography published in 1948, immediately a classic. 

Merton entered the Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance, the Trappists, at the 
Abbey of Gethsemani, near Bardstown, Kentucky, in 1941.  Known in the community as 
Brother Louis, Merton’s gifts as a writer were encouraged by the abbot.  In addition to his 
translations of Cistercian sources and his original works, Merton carried on a prolific 
correspondence with people around the world on a wide range of subjects.  Some of his 
correspondence takes the form of spiritual direction, some shows his deep affections for 
friends outside the community, and much of it demonstrates Merton’s ability to be fully 
engaged in the world even though he lived a cloistered life. 

 

Pick Up Your Wreath 
Have you picked yours up? 

T hank you to everyone who supported our very successful 

wreath sale this year!  You’ve helped raise some funds for 

our Youth mission programs. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Church%20Greening
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Directions: 
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. 
In a medium bowl, whisk together the flour, baking soda, ground ginger, cinnamon, 

salt, allspice and cloves. 
Add the shortening, butter and the brown and granulated sugars to the bowl of a 

standing mixer fitted with a paddle 
attachment.  Beat on medium speed until 
light and fluffy, 3 to 4 minutes.  Slip in the 
molasses and egg and beat until well 
incorporated.  Add the flour mixture by 

scoopfuls and beat 
until combined.  
 Add the 
turbinado sugar to a 
small plate or bowl.  
Roll the dough into 
balls that are 1 inch 
in diameter (1/2 
ounce in weight), 
then roll in the 
sugar.  Place 12 balls on a baking sheet 2 inches apart.  Bake 
the cookies 9 to 11 minutes, rotating halfway through the 
baking time.  Cool on the baking sheets for 4 minutes, then 
continue cooling on wire racks.  Repeat with the second batch. 
 Notes: These cookies are nice and chewy on the inside with 
a nice crunch on the outside.  They have a wonderfully soft 
texture from using both shortening and butter.  When you bake 
these cookies your house will smell like Christmas! 

†  Old-Fashioned Christmas Ginger Cookies 

Ingredients: 
2 cups all-purpose flour  
2 teaspoons baking soda  
1 1/2 teaspoons ground ginger  
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon  
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt  
1/4 teaspoon ground allspice  
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves  
1/2 cup vegetable shortening  
1/4 cup unsalted butter, softened  
1/2 cup firmly packed light 

brown sugar  
1/2 cup granulated sugar  
1/4 cup molasses  
1 large egg  
1/4 cup plus 1 tablespoon 

turbinando sugar 

†  St. Paul’s History Book 

(A Perfect Christmas Present) 
 

I f you were not able to purchase your copy of the book yet, 

there is another chance as more are ordered. 

To reserve your copy, mail your $30, check made out to St. 

Paul’s Church (with “history book” on the memo line). 

Send it to: Sandy Chaleski, 16 Heritage Drive, Danbury, CT 

06811 

Call Sandy Chaleski with any questions: 203-730-2336 

A ll are welcome to attend "The Blue 
Christmas" service at Christ Church 

Redding at 7pm next Wednesday, 
December 16th. 

It is a time to remember loved ones and 
to offer your grief and burdens to Jesus in 
a loving, peaceful service during Advent. 

Tara Shepley will be attending and can 
take up to four people. 

Please contact Tara 
tbshepley@gmail.com or Christ Church 
Redding 203-938-2872. 

mailto:tbshepley@gmail.com
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  John the Baptizer 
 

 

T hese middle two Sundays of Advent our gospel readings have focused on the 
ministry of John the Baptist.  Who is he and what does he represent? 

Our principal sources of information about John the Baptist are (1) references to his birth 
in the first chapter of Luke, (2) references to his preaching and his martyrdom in the 
Gospels, with a few references in Acts, and (3) references in Josephus to his preaching and 
martyrdom, references which are consistent with the New Testament ones, but sufficiently 
different in the details to make direct borrowing unlikely. 

According to the Jewish historian Josephus (who wrote after 70 AD), John the Baptist 
was a Jewish preacher in the time of Pontius Pilate 
(AD 26-36).  He called the people to repentance 
and to a renewal of their covenant relation with 
God.  He was imprisoned and eventually put to 
death by Herod Antipas (son of Herod the Great, 
who was king when Jesus was born) for 
denouncing Herod's marriage to Herodias, the wife 
of his still-living brother Philip.  In order to marry 
Herodias, Herod divorced his first wife, the 
daughter of King Aretas of Damascus, who 
subsequently made war on Herod, a war which, 
Josephus tells us, was regarded by devout Jews as a 

punishment for Herod's murder of the prophet John. 
Symbolically, John represents the climax of the long tradition of Jewish prophets 

looking forward to the promised deliverance, but that the deliverance itself is a greater thing. 
John is the climax of the Law.  He lives in the wilderness, a life with no frills where food 
and clothing are concerned.  He has renounced the joys of family life, and dedicated himself 
completely to his mission of preaching, of calling people to an observance of the law, to 
ordinary standards of virtue.  In terms of 
natural goodness, no one is better than John.  
But he represents Law, not Grace.  Among 
men born of woman, among the once-born, 
he has no superior.  But anyone who has been 
born anew in the kingdom of God has 
something better than what John symbolizes. 
(Note that to say that John symbolizes 
something short of the Kingdom is not to say 
that John is himself excluded from the 
Kingdom.) 

John is the last voice of the Old Covenant, 
the close of the Age of Law.  Jesus is the first 
voice of the New Covenant, the beginning of 
the Age of Grace.  Accordingly, John is born 
to an elderly, barren woman, born when it is 
really too late for her to be having a child, 
while Jesus is born to a young virgin, born 
when it is really too early for her to be having 
a child.  John is announced (and conceived) 
at the autumnal equinox, when the leaves are 
dying and falling from the trees.  Jesus is 
announced (and conceived) at the vernal 
equinox, when the green buds are bursting 
forth on the trees and there are signs of new 
life everywhere.  John is born when the days 
are longest, and from his birth on they grow 
steadily shorter.  Jesus is born when the days are shortest, and from his birth on they grow 
steadily longer.  John speaks truly when he says of Jesus, "He must increase, but I must 
decrease."    by James Keifer 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com


10  

 
†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Conception of the BVM  
 

A lthough it does not appear in the calendar of our Prayer Book, December 8 is 
widely known as the (Immaculate) Conception, and Holy Women, Holy Men, the 

current (since 2006) version of Lesser Feasts and Fasts, does include two sets of prayers and 
readings for use on additional feasts of the Virgin Mary that do not have other Propers 
assigned to them.  This is an example of what I call back-door provision for more Anglo 

Catholic oriented observances that the Church has chosen to officially 
allow without openly saying so. 
 Let’s take a quick look at the background of this observance.  The 
conception of Mary, like that of anyone else, is of course a fact of history; 
it is significant here simply as an essential link in the chain of events that 
led to the Incarnation.  This is the principal emphasis in the prayers and 
scriptures provided for the observance, both in HWHM, and in the older 
service books.  The idea, however, of the Immaculate Conception goes 
beyond this simple link to assert that Mary was, from the moment of her 
conception, freed from all sin so that she could be worthy to the mother of 
Jesus.  This teaching was circulated and debated in various forms from 
very early in Church history - one of the earliest, and most extreme, forms 
of this teaching is found in the apocryphal Gospel of James (ca. 145 AD), 
which asserts that Mary, no less than Jesus, was the result of a virgin 
birth.*  Many Christian writers over the centuries have asserted that Mary 
was sinless, though few went into much detail on how. 
 The doctrine, which was only proclaimed as dogma in 1854 by Pius IX 
appears in the West in the 12th century (drawing on Eastern sources but 
with some modifications) states that Mary was freed from all sin (actual 

and original) from the moment of her 
conception by an anticipation of Jesus’ 
saving work.  It was not, however, 
universally accepted and major 
theologians of the period, including 
Bernard and Aquinas both rejected the 
idea.  For them the doctrine denied the 
clearly Biblical assertion that Christ alone 
was without sin, and was philosophically 
objectionable on the basis that purification 
could not come until after conception (an 
argument which proponents of the idea 
simply rejected).  A feast of the 
conception (usually without the word 
‘Immaculate’ was widely observed in the 
East by the year 750, and somewhat later 
in the West.  A missal from the time of Edward the Confessor includes the Conception as a 
special occasion, but not in the calendar, in much the same way that it is in HWHM though 
with the specific title.  It gradually spread through western Europe as part of the Calendar of 
Saints and finally came into general use in the 15th c. sometimes with and sometimes 
without ‘Immaculate’  

In the Prayer Book tradition all Marian fests except the Purification and the 
Annunciation (the two most closely linked to the Incarnation) were removed in 1549-1552,† 

but, of course, reappeared when Queen Mary restored 
Roman Catholicism.  At first Elizabeth restored only the 
(very limited) calendar of the 1552 BCP, but in 1561 a 
new printing of the Book included a number of black-letter 
holy days.‡  These included several occasions drawn from 
pre-Reformation calendars including the Conception and 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

W e declare, pronounce and define that 

the doctrine which holds that the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, at the first instant of her 

conception, by a singular privilege and grace of 

the Omnipotent God, in virtue of the merits of 

Jesus Christ, the Saviour of mankind, was 

preserved immaculate from all stain of original 

sin, has been revealed by God, and therefore 

should firmly and constantly be believed by all 

the faithful. 

 -  Pope Pius IX, Ineffabilis Deus, 

 December 8, 1854 

https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=gospel%20of%20james%20pdf
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ineffabilis_Deus
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

Nativity of Mary; the Transfiguration, and a number of post Biblical 
saints.  Most of the same list remains in the English BCP and in many 
other national Books as well; with more recent versions adding additional 
names as well.  In 1561 a rubric at the end of the calendar specified that 
these additional occasions were not to be kept as Holy Days, though 
apparently some passing reference could be made to them!  Currently, 
however, the great majority of Anglican churches make some provision 
(not always in the BCP itself) for actually observing black-letter days. 

Let me just add that my own tendency is to keep these additional 
Marian days (Conception and Nativity) simply as links with our Lord’s 
Incarnation, with the additional benefit that the alternative for December 8 is the 16th c. 
Puritan Richard Baxter who, while not as disagreeable as some of his co- religionists, is not 
exactly an exemplar of the Anglican Way.  

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* This account makes Matthew’s and Luke’s versions look quite prosaic; but James does provide many details 
which have survived in popular tradition including the names of Joachim and Anna for Mary’s parents, and the 
presence of the midwives who appear in many paintings of the Nativity. 

† Interestingly, there are a few surviving copies of the (very Reformed) 1552 BCP n which the owners have 
inserted illustrations, apparently printed for the purpose, including pictures of Our Lady which are strongly 
suggestive (e.g. stars around her head) of pictures of the Immaculate Conception 

‡ The term refers to the practice in MSS and more expensive printed books of using red letters for the most 
important feasts, and black ones for the less important ones [since two-color printing required two separate 
passes through the press italics usually took the place of red text]. 

(Continued from page 10) Conception of the BVM 

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon?  

Click here to watch it. 

†  Dorothy Day 
Ministry 

 

E very second Thursday of 
the month, it’s St. Paul’s 

turn to cook and serve meals at 
the Dorothy Day Hospitality 
House in Danbury.  Please 
consider helping out in this vital 
ministry.  Contact Barbara 
DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for 
more 
info.  

Prepare for 

Christmas by 

clicking on our 

bell tower & 

listening to 

some Advent 

carillon music. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Blest Be the King Whose Coming 
Gradual Hymn Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
Offertory Hymn Rejoice! Rejoice Believers  Hymn Tune: Munich 

Closing Hymn Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

O ur closing hymn was written by James Montgomery (1771-1854), who was born in 
Scotland of Irish parents.  His father, John Montgomery, was a Moravian pastor - 

apparently the only Moravian pastor serving in Scotland at the time. 
When James was only five years old, his parents departed for 

the West Indies to serve as missionaries, leaving James with a 
Moravian group in County Antrim, Ireland.  His parents died in the 
West Indies a few years later, so James never saw them again.  
One wonders how well he remembered his parents - and whether 
he resented them for abandoning him at such an early age.  James 
had the soul of a poet, and poetry and he bounced from pillar to 
post during his late teens. 

In 1792 he began working for Joseph Gales, who published the 
Sheffield Register, a local newspaper.  Gales supported a number 
of radical causes, and in 1794 was forced to flee to Germany to 
avoid prosecution.  Montgomery, although still in his early 20s, 
was able to gain control of the newspaper, and changed its name to 
Sheffield Iris.  Under his leadership, the paper continued its radical 
bent for more than three decades - advocating such seditious 
causes as abolition.  He was twice imprisoned for his editorials, but 
his imprisonments only added to his popularity. 

As a young man, Montgomery drifted from the faith, but as he 
matured he returned to the Moravian church and became an advocate for Christian missions. 

"Hail to the Lord's Anointed" is based on Psalm 72 - the King James Version, of course.  
The KJV ascribes authorship of Psalm 72 to David, so that is where Montgomery got "Great 
David's greater Son!" in verse 1 of this song. 

This song celebrates Christ's work in behalf of those who are weak and vulnerable.  It 
also celebrates the promise that Christ will come again in glory.  Montgomery wrote it 

originally as a Christmas hymn, and introduced it at a large 
Mennonite convocation on Christmas Day, 1821.  Montgomery 
wrote nearly 400 hymns during his lifetime. 

Copyright, 2014, Richard Niell Donovan 
 

D id you know that …..Hymn 74 “Blest be the King whose 
coming” is one of three Hispanic entries in our hymnal?  

Uruguayan writer Federico J. Pagura composed the text that 
was translated by F. Pratt Green. 

Z ephaniah describes God’s love and joy in us.  “He 

will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew 

you in his love; he will exult over you with loud 

singing.”  God yearns for us to respond to him 

in the same glorious and enthusiastic way he 

models for us.  Caring stewards use the holy 

habits of prayer, study, worship in community, and 

generous giving to respond to the Lord’s 

overwhelming, freely-given gifts. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKAYsy0qoso
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huHEA3n1Lu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w30Q6jDKNZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zbqniKw48c
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†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the 
table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from the bowl 
either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one 
week.  How comforting to know that your request is being prayed 
for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just 
be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer 
- please send your request to St. Paul’s at 
prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email Mary 

with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class 
Tuesday & Thursday evenings 5:45 – 6:45 pm at St. Paul’s Church 

 

I s your Temple in need of some rebuilding?  Or are you 
looking for a way to help maintain what you have 

already built?  If so, please join us for Saint Paul's Boot 
Camp class!  All fitness levels & adult ages (18 & up) are 
welcome.  Bring a friend if you would like! 

Fun & fitness can go together.  Workouts are varied to 
keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a varied, 
challenging workout at YOUR fitness level.  Increase your strength, flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility. 

Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.  
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have 
them.  Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.  
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go! 

Questions?  Contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or 
Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 704-609-6502). 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers 
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

This position is 
called the 

“Christmas Tree.  
Lights are optional!” 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  SAFE CHURCH TRAINING 

 

T he Episcopal Church in Connecticut and St. 
Paul’s policy requires Safe Church Training in 

an effort to increase the physical, emotional and 
spiritual safety of our parish.  Policy requires staff 
and those in the following ministries to attend this 
training every five years. 

Music Director, Wardens, Vestry members, 
Sexton, Sunday School Teachers, Youth Advisors, 
Nursery workers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, those 
who visit shut-ins on a regular basis, anyone who 
regularly supervises youth activities (paid or volunteer), including acolyte trainers 
and youth choir leaders. 

Vestry member Dorothy Crocker has agreed to lead this effort.  A Comprehensive 
(Basic) Safe Church training session (7 hour session) will be scheduled at St. 
Paul’s Brookfield (Spring 2016) and in order to create an invite list, a copy of your 
certificate handed out after training attendance is essential.  Some certificates have 
been on file in the office and copies have been provided; however, it appears not all 
certificates are on file.  With no certificate, there is no documentation. 

After obtaining certificates and evaluating our status, if it is deemed there is a need 
for recertification training (approx. 3 hour session), it will be under consideration to 
hold a session at St. Paul’s Brookfield.  To qualify for recertification you must have 
attended a full day of Basic Safety Church Training three to five years ago.  After 
five years, you are required to attend a comprehensive training.  

All those required to attend training will be notified when a date has been agreed 
upon with the Diocese to hold at St. Paul’s as well as any other sessions available 
that may be more convenient. 

Please contact Dorothy Crocker at 860-355-5672 or text at 860-488-1982 if you 
have any questions and/or to ascertain if a copy of your certificate is on file. 

For further information, follow the below link to the Episcopal Safe Church Training 
information page:  https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/General-Parish-
Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule 

†  Push Button Evangelism 
 

Hey, are you constantly posting, tweeting and hashtagging? 
 

If you love social media, we need your help!  Help promote St. Paul’s 
by helping us share information, news, sermons, pictures and events. 

 

What is a Social Media Ambassador? 
Social Media Ambassadors share St. Paul’s social media content and post to our pages 

on a regular basis: 

Like our posts, respond to threads, favorite or retweet. 

Post your own original content related to St. Paul’s and mention or tag us at least once 
a month. 

Share our Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube social media posts on a regular 
basis (at least three times per month). 

By sharing information you think is relevant to your social networks, you help us share 
our news while becoming a valuable source of information and it’s a great, non-threatening 
way to introduce your families and friends to St. Paul’s. 

To become a social media ambassador, send us a message through one of our social 
media channels, email StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com, or call 917-262-9136. 

https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/General-Parish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule/
https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/General-Parish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule/
mailto:StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

F or this is what the Lord has commanded us: “I have made 

you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to 

the ends of the earth.”        - Acts 13:47  

"Awaken me!" 
An Advent Quiet Morning 

 
 

Fresh Springs Retreats is sponsoring another Advent 
'Quiet Morning.'  The theme for the day is Awaken Me, 
taken from a prayer-poem by Joyce Rupp. 
 
 

Advent is the "Keep Awake" season, but how do we 
shake off the inertia that lulls us back to sleep?  What 
is the state of the 'gardens of our lives'?  What needs 
to be awakened in us so we are ready to meet 
Emmanuel and discover God with us?  This guided 
mini-retreat invites participants to pause in the midst 
of holiday shopping and decorating, to explore such 
questions; to enter into a different kind of Christmas 
preparation, a time of silence and prayer, with 
leaders providing a context for reflection. 
Light refreshments will be available. 
Suggested donation, $20. 
Registration is encouraged, but not required.  Call the number below to join. 
 
 

Saturday, December 12 
9am - 1pm St. Paul's, Woodbury (203-263-3541), led by the Rev. Greg Welin 

†  Christmas Giving Tree 
 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially 
struggling. 

The unwrapped gifts are due back to church by this Sunday, December 13th, 
with the tag attached (most important).  Please keep under the maximum limit of 
$30 per gift.  In addition to the individual families we will be working with there 
will also be tags for a holiday shopping table.  This will provide small Gift items 
(up to $10: crayons, markers, hats, mittens, ear phones, movie tickets, etc.) and 
holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper, bows, and candy).  Please find 
your tag number on the clipboard and write your name and phone number in the 
corresponding space.  Thank you in advance for showering Christmas blessings on 
the families. 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Socks & Toiletries for the Socks & Toiletries for the 

HomelessHomelessHomeless   
 

H omeless people are on their feet all day, and 

the only pair of socks they own are very likely 

to be threadbare.  This year we are collecting socks 

and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter 

throughout the winter months.  Place donations in 

the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/21064.Sinclair_B_Ferguson
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Prepare for the Holy One 
 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

I n the reading from the Hebrew Bible the prophet foretells a time when the judgment of 
Israel will be ended and the mighty Lord will bring victory and renewal to God’s people.  

The city of Jerusalem and its holy Mount Zion may rejoice and sing.  All enemies will be 
defeated and the crippled healed.  The fortunes of Israel will be restored, and the nation will be 
praised by all peoples. 

Canticle 9 
A song of confidence and hope in God the Savior, for the 

Holy One is in the midst of the people who joyfully proclaim 
the Lord’s deeds. 

Philippians 4:4-7 
In this New Testament lesson Paul invited the new disciples 

at Philippi to exult in the Lord, who is near at hand.  In prayer 
and thanksgiving they need have no anxiety.  God’s peace, 
which is beyond human understanding, will keep their hearts 
and thoughts in Jesus.  Even though Paul was experiencing his 
own troubles and may at this time have been in prison, this letter 
is often called “the epistle of joy.” 

Luke 3:7-18 
 In our gospel John the Baptist 
preaches repentance to all those who 
hear his call to baptism, and he tells 
them of the mighty one to come.  It is 
not sufficient to claim to be children 
of Abraham.  All who are to escape 
judgment must learn to share with others and to be just in their daily 
work.  John himself is not the Christ but the servant of the one who 

will baptize with the Holy Spirit and a refining fire. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

HHH ow do we hear God’s voice?  To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon 

archives as well. 

Luke 3:7-18 
Indeed by going further 

with his image of the axe 

cutting at the ROOTS 

of the tree - as compared 

with cutting at the trunk 

of the tree - John is 

deepening the meaning of 

repentance to be RE-

ROOTING.  

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Christmas Memorial Flowers 
 

A nyone wishing to remember loved ones and friends with a 

beautiful poinsettia plant that will be decorating the church 

for the Christmas services, please use an envelope found on the back 

table for this purpose.  All memorials are due this Sunday, December 13 in 

order to be printed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Christmas%20Flowers
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. Stephen’s, Bloomfield; St. George’s, Bolton; Trinity, Branford. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Those who advocate at the local, state, national, or global level for the 
poor, the lonely, and the oppressed. 
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, 
Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, 
Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Costa Rica; the people of the Republic of Honduras; and our sister and 
brother members of the Baptist Union of Scotland. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of December. 
.....Laos, for Hmong believer Qhua Ziong, who is being persecuted by his family. 
.....St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff, 
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.   
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery. 
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer. 
.....Gloria Dorn, Beth Trott’s mother, relief from terrible muscle spasms in her lower back. 
.....4 year old Liam healing and the strength to get through it his chemotherapy treatments. 
.....Janis, Kathy DeSanti’s sister, healing from headaches and falling, and a small brain 
tumor. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Adam Fernand, a retired Danbury police officer who has recently been diagnosed with 
kidney and liver distress, possibly cancer. 
.....Dorothy, Dot Crocker’s aunt, healing from internal bleeding. 
.....Claudia, recurrent lymphoma after 6 years in remission, complete healing following her 
surgery.  Pray also for her son Zachary who is in remission following 2 years of treatment 
for lymphoma. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 
 

Links We Like 
 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Advent is a time of waiting, hope, and 
anticipation.   We pray that this video will help 
you understand the meaning of Advent as we 

celebrate Jesus' birth and look forward to a second 
advent, when Jesus comes again. Explore the 

story of our Savior and God's plan for us.  May 
you have a blessed Advent as you wait for Him.  

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-stephens-episcopal-church-bloomfield-ct
http://www.stgeorgesboltonct.org/
https://www.trinitybranford.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costa_Rica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honduras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptist_Union_of_Scotland
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/FoodPantrySchedule
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8_lah83UY0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8_lah83UY0
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

S ir Arthur receives the 

laying on of hands from 

Lutheran pastor, and St. Paul's 

parishioner, Paul Dorn.  

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Sandy Chadwick, 
Sandy Chaleski, Barbara 

DeAnzeris, Lynne Donnelly, Carol 
Ferro, Diane Loring, Bill Loring,  Beth 
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, 
Ken Perry, 
Kirsten 
Peterson, 
Rayna 
Sampson, 
Joe Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen & 
Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

