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 Christmas Calendar 
 

Sun, Dec. 20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb 

Thu, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
  5:00 pm -  Family Service 
  9:00 pm - Traditional Service 

Fri, Dec. 25  - Christmas Day 
   10:30 am -  Holy Communion Service 

†  We Have Been Called to Serve and to Spread God’s Love 
 

N early six years ago now, my father and I traveled a total of twenty one hours across 
oceans, desert, and winding, red dusty roads to the Tanzanian village of Kasulu just 

five miles south of Burundi.  This was my first mission trip and the first time I had travelled 
anywhere so drastically different than first 
world comforts and western culture.  I 
was only twelve years old, now so 
hard to believe as I look at pictures 
of myself nearly 100 pounds lighter 
and as I consider how mature I felt 
and how my memories of my time in 
Kasulu continue to remain so bold in 
my mind.  Though my father, a 
recently appointed pastor, and I came to 
focus on the internet and energy 
development of the local bible college, a place where young men were prepared to lead 
parishes across countryside, one of my most vivid memories of the trip was each dinner.  I 
remember no matter what concrete house or mud hut my father and I visited, the same feast 
of steamed rice and cabbage with stewed beans and meat was always laid at our feet.  I ate a 
lot, but nowhere enough to empty the platters that were consistently presented to us.  I 
remember hardly seeing the women until I went behind the living room curtain to use the 
bathroom where I witnessed mother and daughter sweating over aromatic pots, preparing the 
next stage of the night.  Now that I have had the opportunity to live in Tanzania on my own 
and not as a celebrated PK, I have realized how special and incredibly sacrificial each of our 

meals were during the time that my father and I visited 
Kasulu.  Each meal, delicious but fleeting in my eyes, 
had been a beautiful, day-long act of service. 
 

 It’s easy to leave service out of our lives when we 
live with such privilege, be it economic or social.  So 
much of our lives are exalted by the sacrifice and 
service of others, but as we progress we tend not to look 
back and examine where our success has come from and 

(Continued on page 2) 
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T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays 

from 9:30-10:15 in the Guild Room 

for a discussion on  the Book of 

Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley. 

what it may have cost those that propelled us forward.  As we mature and ascertain more 
resources we ironically find ourselves less inclined to serve and give as we become more 
and more wrapped up into the greatness of our lives.  I wondered why it was so easy for the 

impoverished people of Kasulu to serve me copious amounts of food 
every night with smiles, warm embraces, and praise.  It seemed backward 
for people of such poverty and neglect to be the ones so experienced with 
service and ready to give anything they had.  Yet as I simultaneously 
witnessed the love for Jesus in that village manifested in rock hard faith 
and constant praise, it began to grow clearer. 
 

 2,000 years ago, Jesus graced mankind as the One True Messiah.  Yet 
in being that, He came as the ultimate servant, living a life of poverty, 
humility, and even facing torture and death so that we might find hope in 
eternal life.  Jesus reminded His earliest disciples and eventually all who 
would follow Him that, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all 
and servant of all.” Mark 9:35.  For the people of Kasulu, a life so void of 
material idols and the constant temptation of sinful ideologies allowed 
Jesus to shine in their actions and thoughts.  With hearts and communities 
focused on the awesome gift of salvation, the joy found in serving God by 
serving others was realized.  How amazing is it that the poorest of us are 
often the strongest to answer Jesus’ call to serve. 
 

 Living with privilege is not a bad thing and God has used many 
blessed with economic wealth to serve great purposes for the advancement 
of his kingdom.  However, as privileged human beings living in a society 
riddled with temptation 
and idols, we like most 
others hold a greater 
responsibility to 
remember Jesus’ call to 
his disciples.  The fact is 
that service is a direct 
virtue of the Christian 
lifestyle, therefore any 

service done for the benefit of any living 
being whether human or nonhuman is 
service to Jesus and glorifying to God.  
Service is presenting a feast to weary 
travelers, service is educating young and 
old minds, service is conserving our earth; 
service is love. God is love.  Let us strive 
to serve others here not for what gifts it 
may bring us but because if for nothing 
else as followers of Christ we have been called to serve and to spread God’s love. 

 

“For you were called to freedom, brothers.  Only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  Galatians 5:13 

(Continued from page 1) Called to Serve and to Spread  

This homily was delivered by David Shepley as he lit the "Candle of Service" 

 at Phillips Exeter Academy on Sunday, December 13th. 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec 17 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 19 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec 20 -   4th Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb, Sanctuary 

Mon, Dec 21 -   St. Thomas, Apostle 

  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall 

Tue, Dec 22 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Dec 23 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

Thu, Dec 24 -   Christmas Eve 

  5:00 pm - Family Christmas Eve Service 

  9:00 pm - Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

Fri, Dec 25 -   Christmas Day 

  10:30 am - Christmas Day Holy Communion 

Sat, Dec 26 -   St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr 

 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  9:15 am - Holy Communion 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec 27 -   1st Sunday After Christmas 

  8:00 am - Traditional Communion (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Communion 

 
Men’s Bible Study - Hebrews 

 

O ur men's Bible study has started and is well into Hebrews!  
On Monday evenings, from 7-8 pm, the men gather in 

Crocker Hall to study the Epistle to the Hebrews, where Fr. Joe leads 
us verse by verse.  Together they are 
learning about the Old Testament 
priesthood and how Jesus Christ 
provides all believers with unfettered 
access to God.  Here is a link to 
purchase the study guide book. 
Watch our previous week’s studies 
here. 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday, 
December 27th in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 

2015.  Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first or 
subsequent Sundays in 2015 will not qualify for a charitable contribution for 

2015, even if the check is predated to 2015 or actually written in 2015. 

Did you know 
women can 
watch the 

video of the 
study also? 

https://www.gty.org/products/bible-study-books/452210/Hebrews-Study-Book-Softcover
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ImD9daJfVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ImD9daJfVQ
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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Sat, Dec 26 - St. Stephen, Deacon & 

Martyr 

 Start with our 7:30 am Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast in Crocker Hall; followed by Holy 

Eucharist at 9:15; then at 10 

discover Praise Moves...relax as 

the year winds down with gentle 

stretching, soothing music, 

encouraging scripture and a 

lavender filled devotional time. 
 

Sun, Dec 27 - 1st Sunday after Christmas 

 Worship with us at 8 - Traditional 

Eucharist or 10:30 am - Contemporary 

Eucharist.  In between our Rector’s Forum at 

9:30 will be “O Little 

Town of Bethlehem,” a 

special presentation 

from our Holy Land 

pilgrims who have 

visited the birthplace of 

the Christ child. 

Mon, Dec 28 - St. John, Apostle & 

Evangelist 

`At 7 pm our 

Men’s Bible 

Study is hosting 

a showing of 

“St. John in 

Exile” which 

features actor 

Dean Jones.  We’ll conclude with a quick 

Eucharist. 
 

Tue, Dec 29 - The Holy Innocents 

 Join us at 7 pm at the home of Mary & 

Ken Perry in Newtown for a House Blessing 

that includes Holy Eucharist, dessert and 

fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

T he Twelve Days of Christmas is probably the most misunderstood part of 
the church year among Christians who are not part of liturgical church traditions.  

Contrary to much popular belief, these are not the twelve days before Christmas, but in 
most of the Western Church are the twelve days from Christmas until the beginning of 
Epiphany (January 6th; the 12 days count from December 25th until January 5th). 

Once again we are celebrating the Christmas season with plenty of opportunities to 
Worship, Celebrate, Fellowship, Outreach, Reflect and Discover. 

Take part in as many activities as you can.  Merry Christmas. 
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Wed, Dec 30 - At 10 

am join our regular 

Wednesday morning 

Eucharist & healing 

service.  Then in the evening join us for 

Wacky Wednesday!  This spur of the 

moment event will be 

determined by whoever 

shows up.  (Last year it 

involved a search for the 

perfect hotdog and took us 

all the way to Bridgeport!) 
 

Thu, Dec 31 - New Year’s Eve Party 

 Celebrate the New 

Year in style in our 

Guild Room at 9 pm.  

We’ll party ‘til 11:30 

then celebrate the 1st 

Eucharist of 2016.  

Bring your favorite 

dip or appetizer. 

Fri, Jan  1 - Feast of the Holy Name 

 Start the New Year with Holy Eucharist 

at 10 am.  Fr. Crocker will 

impress us with all the names 

of Jesus he has learned.  

Following the service we’ll 

head across the street for a 

brief, family friendly hike in 

Williams Park. 
 

Sat, Jan  2 - Ugly Sweater 

Night 

 Join us at 6:30 in your 

“not so finest” sweater for a 

Potluck Dinner / Game & 

Movie Night Extravaganza.  Our Youth 

Group is hosting & judging this contest!  Fun 

for the whole family. 
 

Sun, Jan  3 - 2nd Sunday after Christmas 

 Sunday is for 

worship: Traditional 

Eucharist at 8 or 

Contemporary Eucharist 

at 10:30.  This is Photo 

Sunday.  Camera use all 

morning encouraged and 

during coffee hour we’ll 

show you how to post your pictures on our 

website as well as our Instagram, Twitter and 

Facebook pages. 
 

Mon, Jan  4 - It will 

be Free Coffee 

Monday as we hand 

out free coffee to 

surprised morning 

commuters and back-

to-schoolers driving 

by St. Paul’s.  Assist 

us in this outreach by holding a sign, passing 

out coffee, donating some baked goods, 

inviting folks in, passing out info or praying 

for someone.  Last year this event spawned a 

whole new ministry for us, “Beyond the Red 

Door.” 
 

Tue, Jan  5 - Be part of 

our outreach as we take a 

hot meal to the Jericho 

Homeless Shelter in 

Danbury.  Some of our 

men will spend the night. 
 

Wed, Jan  6 - The Epiphany 

 To concluded our 12 

Day festivities, we’ll 

open the Epiphany season 

with a special 7:30 pm 

candlelight celebration of 

the Eucharist. 

(Continued from page 4) 

12 Days of Christmas 

R emember, Christmas is about giving, so for the 12 Days of Christmas, support 

the Jericho Partnership by bringing in food for their pantry, books for 

children, socks and toiletries for the homeless.  They’ll be blessed and so will you. 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my 

ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy.”  (Luke 1:44) 
 

W hen you hear the scripture readings and Gospel 

reading each Sunday, do you “leap for joy?”  If 

not, don’t blame the lecturer or priest, rather look inside 

yourself.  Do you prepare for worship each week or do you 

just show up and expect to be entertained? 

Please join us for the Understanding and Answering Islam Conference on Friday, 

January 15 from 7 - 9 pm and Saturday, January 16 from 9 am to 3:30 pm. 

Understanding and Answering Islam 2016 

The conference will be livestreamed to our Guild Room from Peachtree Corners 

Baptist Church in Norcross, GA. 

Contact Tara Shepley for more info  A $20 registration will include lunch. 

RZIM regularly gathers some of the world’s leading Christian scholars researching 

Islam, as well as some of the greatest contemporary apologists to Muslims. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

N orma Schofield celebrates today!  Saturday is the big day 

for Rose Barrett.  Gregory Schofield will be opening 

presents on Sunday.  Brady Williams will be blowing out 

candles on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone!  Have a 

blessed day everyone! 
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C ovenant Envelopes for 2016 are in the back of the church.  Please take yours and 

those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save on mailing 

costs.  Please do not use the 2016 goldenrod envelopes until the new year, and do not 

use the 2015 blue envelopes after December 27, 2015; otherwise it will be credited to 

your 2016 account.  If you do not wish to use the covenant envelopes, as long as 

your gift can be identified, an account is established in your name and you will 

receive quarterly statements.  If you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller, 

Financial Secretary, at 203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

†  Quilt Raffle 
 

T ickets are still being sold during coffee hour for 
this beautiful Christmas quilt.  All the proceeds 

will benefit the Hearts to Hands Ministry.  The drawing 
will be held this Sunday, December 20th.  Tickets are 
$5 each or 5 for $20.  The quilt is 44 by 51 inches and 
is called “Silent Night.”  It was machine embroidered 
and then pieced.  

 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, December 21st 
 

St. Thomas, the Apostle 
 

T he Gospel according to John records several incidents in which Thomas appears, 
and from them we are able to gain some impression of the sort of man he was.  

When Jesus insisted on going to Judea, to visit his friends at Bethany, Thomas boldly 
declared, “Let us also go, that we may die with him” (John 11:16).  At the Last Supper, he 
interrupted our Lord’s discourse with the question, “Lord, we 
do not know where you are going; how can we know the 
way?” (John 14:5).  And after Christ’s resurrection, Thomas 
would not accept the account of the other apostles and the 
women, until Jesus appeared before him, showing him his 
wounds.  This drew from him the first explicit 
acknowledgment of Christ’s Godhead, “My Lord and my 
God!” (John 20:28). 

Thomas appears to have been a thoughtful if rather literal-
minded man, inclined to skepticism; but he was a staunch 
friend when his loyalty was once given.  The expression 
“Doubting Thomas,” which has become established in 
English usage, is not entirely fair to Thomas.  He did not 
refuse belief: he wanted to believe, but did not dare, without 
further evidence.  Because of his goodwill, Jesus gave him a 
sign, though Jesus had refused a sign to the Pharisees.  His Lord’s rebuke was well 
deserved: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe” (John 20:29).  The sign did 
not create faith; it merely released the faith which was in Thomas already. 

According to an early tradition mentioned by Eusebius and others, Thomas evangelized 
the Parthians.  Syrian Christians of Malabar, India, who call themselves the Mar Thoma 
Church, cherish a tradition that Thomas brought the Gospel to India.  Several apocryphal 
writings have been attributed to him, the most prominent and interesting being the “Gospel 
of Thomas.” 

Thomas’ honest questioning and doubt, and Jesus’ assuring response to him, have given 
many modern Christians courage to persist in faith, even when they are still doubting and 
questioning. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
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†  The Visitation 
 

2001 
 

D r. He Qi is a professor 
at the Nanjing Union 

Theological Seminary and 
a tutor for master candidate 
students in the Philosophy 
Department of Nanjing 
University. He is also a 
member of the China Art 
Association and a council 
member of the Asian 
Christian Art Association. 
This image is of the 
Annunciation and 
Visitation, and it 
specifically connects with 
the lectionary reading of 
the Magnificat in Luke  

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, December 17th 

William Lloyd Garrison and Maria Stewart 
Prophetic Witnesses, 1879 

 

W illiam Lloyd Garrison was born in Newburyport, Massachusetts, in 1805.  His 
father, a sailor, had abandoned the family when he was five years old.  His 

experience of poverty at a young age awakened in him a religious zeal for justice and a 
hatred for slavery.  After working on a Quaker periodical in Baltimore, 
Garrison returned to Boston and, with the help of the black community, 
started his own antislavery paper, The Liberator. 
His proclamation of purpose in the first issue became famous around the 
country: “On [the subject of slavery] I do not wish to think, or speak, or 
write, with moderation.  No!  No!  Tell a man whose house is on fire to give 
a moderate alarm ... but urge me not to use moderation in a cause like the 
present.” 
 The Liberator came to be the dominant voice in the abolitionist 

movement demanding immediate emancipation without compensation to slave owners.  
Garrison invoked the ire and rage of people all over the country, particularly in slaveholding 
states.  In 1835 an angry mob attacked Garrison who was jailed for his own safety. 

In what was a radical policy for the time, Garrison opened up his columns to black and 
female writers.  Among those to respond to his call was Maria W. Stewart, 
a freeborn African-American woman who showed up at his office in 1831 
with several essays that were published in The Liberator. 

B orn in Hartford, Connecticut, Stewart was orphaned at the age of 
five and grew up in the home of a white minister.  She married 

James W. Stewart, a successful shipping outfitter, but was widowed just 
three years later.  Soon after she experienced a religious conversion and 
responded with her vigorous antislavery advocacy.  Her efforts called upon 
African Americans in the south to rise up against slavery and for northern blacks to resist 
racial restrictions.  When her speaking career ended after three years, she became a 
schoolteacher and then Head Matron of Freedom’s Hospital in Washington D.C., which was 
later to become Howard University. 
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

Did you miss any of the Children’s 

sermons?  Click here to watch them. 

†  Dorothy Day 
Ministry 

 

E very second Thursday of 
the month, it’s St. Paul’s 

turn to cook and serve meals at 
the Dorothy Day Hospitality 
House in Danbury.  Please 
consider helping out in this vital 
ministry.  Contact Barbara 
DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for 
more 
info.  

Prepare for 

Christmas by 

clicking on our 

bell tower & 

listening to 

some Advent 

carillon music. 

If you missed the 

Christmas Pageant 

or Lessons & 

Carols you can 

watch them again 

here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EIt40wCvoY
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
https://www.pandora.com/station/play/539533495748395384
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjAdP4Rwj5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjAdP4Rwj5Y
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
Gradual Hymn The Word Whom Earth and Sea and Sky 

Hymn Tune: Winchester New 

Offertory Hymn Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 
Hymn Tune: Birmingham 

Closing Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

Tell Out My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 
 

I f Timothy Dudley-Smith is known to Protestants in the 
United States, it is more likely as the biographer of 

theologian John Stott than as a poet.  In nations more greatly 
influenced by Anglicanism, however, he is renowned as a 
hymnist who has written many excellent texts. 

Born in Manchester, England, Bishop Dudley-Smith was 
educated at Pembroke College and Ridley Hall, Cambridge.  
In 1950, he was ordained an Anglican priest.  He has served as 
editor and secretary of several publications and societies, 
archdeacon of Norwich (1973-1981), and bishop of Thetford, 
Norfolk (1981-1991).  His father influenced his love of poetry, 
and his first and most widely sung hymn, "Tell Out, My Soul," 
was written while he was at Cambridge  

Dudley-Smith has stated in various interviews that, 
although he had written and published several poems prior to 
the early 1960s, he had no real aspiration to be a hymn writer.  
He had tried a couple times at the behest of friends or of his own initiative, with dubious 
results.  He says 

I did not think of myself, therefore, as having in any way the gifts of a hymn 
writer when in May 1961 I jotted down a set of verses that began, “Tell out, my 
soul, the greatness of the Lord.” I was reading a review copy of the New English 
Bible New Testament, in which that line appears exactly as I have put it above. I 
saw in it the first line of a poem and speedily wrote the rest. 

The resulting hymn, is a fine metrical paraphrase of Mary’s song of joy, often, of course, 
referred to as the Magnificat. 

Although this text is often read and proclaimed during the season of Advent, Bishop 
Dudley-Smith’s words are applicable at any time of the year. These words trumpet God's 
enduring love and ever-present power. They herald God's saving work, salvation that comes 
to all people through the birth of God into the world. This Savior comes into the world as a 
tiny baby in the poorest of estates, born to a mother who was willing to accept God's 
greatest call.  

H ow blessed we are to hear again some of 

the phrases from Mary’s song of praise: 

“He has mercy on those who fear him...he has 

lifted up the lowly...he has filled the hungry with 

good things...he has come to the help of his 

servant”.  The blessings outlined in the 

Magnificat continue to be given to us in a 

multitude of ways.  As this holy season begins, 

let us be especially grateful that God continues 

to be willing to uphold all of us in our daily lives 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jyR99cuVYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vuc7QIRrIl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4
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†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the 
table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from the bowl 
either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one 
week.  How comforting to know that your request is being prayed 
for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just 
be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer 
- please send your request to St. Paul’s at 
prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email Mary 

with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class 
Tuesday & Thursday evenings 5:45 – 6:45 pm at St. Paul’s Church 

 

I s your Temple in need of some rebuilding?  Or are you 
looking for a way to help maintain what you have 

already built?  If so, please join us for Saint Paul's Boot 
Camp class!  All fitness levels & adult ages (18 & up) are 
welcome.  Bring a friend if you would like! 

Fun & fitness can go together.  Workouts are varied to 
keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a varied, 
challenging workout at YOUR fitness level.  Increase your strength, flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility. 

Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.  
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have 
them.  Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.  
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go! 

Questions?  Contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or 
Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 704-609-6502). 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers 
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

Still don’t have 
your tree up?  

PraiseMoves can 
help with that! 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

G ive praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; 

make known among the nations what he has done.  

 Psalm 105:1  

†  Push Button Evangelism 
 

Hey, are you constantly posting, tweeting and hashtagging? 
 

If you love social media, we need your help!  Help promote St. Paul’s 
by helping us share information, news, sermons, pictures and events. 

 

What is a Social Media Ambassador? 
Social Media Ambassadors share St. Paul’s social media content and post to our pages 

on a regular basis: 

Like our posts, respond to threads, favorite or retweet. 

Post your own original content related to St. Paul’s and mention or tag us at least once 
a month. 

Share our Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube social media posts on a regular 
basis (at least three times per month). 

By sharing information you think is relevant to your social networks, you help us share 
our news while becoming a valuable source of information and it’s a great, non-threatening 
way to introduce your families and friends to St. Paul’s. 

To become a social media ambassador, send us a message through one of our social 
media channels, email StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com, or call 917-262-9136. 

 

Directions: 
In a food processor, combine the flour, sugar and 
salt and pulse several times.  Add the shortening 

and pulse until the mixture 
resembles coarse meal.  Add the 
eggs and milk and pulse until lightly 
moistened.  Turn the dough out onto 
a lightly floured work surface and 
knead a few times until smooth.  
Form the dough into 2 disks, 1 
slightly larger than the other.  Wrap 
the disks in plastic and refrigerate 
for 30 minutes or for up to 3 days. 
In a food processor, combine the 
ricotta, sugar, eggs, lemon zest, 
anise liqueur and vanilla and process 
until smooth.  
Preheat the oven to 375°.  On a 
lightly floured work surface or between sheets of plastic, roll out the 
larger disk of dough to a 13-inch round.  Line a 10-by-1 1/2-inch pie plate 
with it.  Patch any cracks.  Spoon in the filling.  Roll out the remaining 
disk of dough to an 11-inch round.  Brush the pastry pie rim with water 
and set the round on top.  Press the edges together to seal.  Trim the 
overhanging dough and crimp decoratively.  Make 3 small slashes in the 
top and brush with the egg wash.  Bake for 40 to 45 minutes, or until the 
pastry is golden; cover with foil if it browns too quickly.  Let cool on a 

rack to room temperature, then refrigerate until chilled.  
Make Ahead - The cheesecake can be refrigerated for up to 3 days. 

†  Ricotta Cheesecake 

Ingredients: 
Pastry 
2 2/3 cups all-purpose flour  
3 tablespoons sugar  
3/4 teaspoon salt  
3/4 cup cold solid vegetable 

shortening, divided into 3 
pieces  

2 large eggs, lightly beaten  
3 tablespoons milk  
 

Filling 
1 1/2 pounds ricotta (3 cups)  
1 cup sugar  
3 large eggs  
1 tablespoon finely grated 

lemon zest  
1 1/2 tablespoons anise liqueur  
2 teaspoons pure vanilla 

extract  
Egg wash (1 egg lightly beaten 

with 1 tablespoon water)  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/21064.Sinclair_B_Ferguson
mailto:StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com
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†  The Soul Remedy for Weariness 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My 

yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light .”  Matthew 11:28-30 
 

W hen you’re tired and worn down, how do you “recharge your battery?”  Read a 

good book?  Watch TV?  Have a stiff drink?  Take a long nap?  We all engage in 

various means to recover from weariness, but, there is only one true and abiding solution - 

finding comfort in the Lord, for He will satiate the weary soul (Jeremiah 31:25). 

Oftentimes when we are spiritually, emotionally, and physically spent, rather than 

seeking the Lord directly, we will look for restoration elsewhere.  Apart from a deep, 

intimate reliance upon God to replenish us, we will never find lasting relief. 

Jesus lovingly calls to us; “I am the bread of 

life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and 

he who believes in Me shall never thirst.” (John 

6:35)  The Lord extends this offer to each of us, for 

“the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast 

out.” (John 6:37) 

Are you feeling weary right now?  Accept the 

Lord’s invitation; “Come to Me.”  Do not delay, 

for surely in Him you will find the lasting rest you 

truly need. 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside the still waters.  He restores my soul”       Psalm 23:1-3 

†  St. Paul’s History 
Book 

 

I f you were not able to pur-
chase your copy of the 

book yet, 
there is an-
other chance 
as more are 
ordered. 

To re-
serve your 
copy, mail 
your $30, 
check made 
out to St. 
Paul’s 
Church (with 
“history 
book” on the 
memo line). 

Send it to: Sandy Chaleski, 16 
Heritage Drive, Danbury, CT 
06811 

Call Sandy Chaleski with any 
questions: 203-730-2336 
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“My Soul Magnifies the Lord” 
 

Micah 5:2-5a 

O ur opening lesson presents an ancient prophecy which foresees the day when a new 
ruler shall come forth for Israel out of David’s city of Bethlehem in Ephrathah.  The 

prophetic poem looks forward to the restoration of the Davidic dynasty after a time of hardship.  
In the Lord’s strength this ruler will be like a shepherd to his people, and his domination will be 
great.  The early church heard the prophet’s words as an oracle concerning Jesus. 

Canticle - Luke 1:47-55 
Mary offers a song of praise to God who has looked with 

favor on her and who has lifted up the lowly and brought down 
the powerful. 

Hebrews 10:5-10 
This New Testament reading describes the purpose of Jesus’ 

coming into the world - to make an offering in his body for our 
sanctification.  The opening words are taken from the fortieth 
Psalm.  Repeated ritual sacrifices are of no delight to God in 

comparison with the once and for 
all offering which Jesus made in 
obedience to God’s will.  So does 
Jesus cancel the rule of the law, on 
which ritual sacrifices were based, 
and establish a new kind of 
obedience. 

Luke 1:39-55 
The gospel tells of Mary’s visit to her kinswoman Elizabeth, and 
this humble woman’s song of thanksgiving to the savior God who 
has called her to be the mother of the Lord.  Elizabeth is herself 
pregnant with a child who will be John the Baptist.  Even in her 
womb this baby is joyful in Mary’s presence.  All generations will 
call Mary blessed by the just and merciful God. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

PPP reparing the way of the Lord.  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as 

well. 

Luke 3:39-55 
Does anything leap for 

joy within us?  Can we 

feel the stirring of new 

life?  Of age old hopes?  

Of the impossible 

longing to become 

possible?  

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Socks & Toiletries for the Socks & Toiletries for the 

HomelessHomelessHomeless   
 

H omeless people are on their feet all day, and 

the only pair of socks they own are very likely 

to be threadbare.  This year we are collecting socks 

and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter 

throughout the winter months.  Place donations in 

the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Calvary St. George’s, Bridgeport; St. Luke/St. Paul, Bridgeport; St. John’s, 
Bridgeport. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Ministries to the homeless, for parishes that offer a temporary or permanent 
shelter; for Chapel on the Green, New Haven and Church by the Pond, Hartford; and 
for the ministry of the Midnight Runs. 
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, 
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay 
Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Gabon; our sister and brother members of the Christian Unity Baptist 
Association. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of December. 
.....Burma (Myanmar), for those who have been affected in more than 3,000 Christian 
villages that were burned in the last ten years. 
.....Trinity Christian Tabernacle, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff, 
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.   
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery. 
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer. 
.....Gloria Dorn, Beth Trott’s mother, relief from terrible muscle spasms in her lower back. 
.....4 year old Liam healing and the strength to get through it his chemotherapy treatments. 
.....Janis, Kathy DeSanti’s sister, healing from headaches and falling, and a small brain 
tumor. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Adam Fernand, a retired Danbury police officer who has recently been diagnosed with 
kidney and liver distress, possibly cancer. 
.....Dorothy, Dot Crocker’s aunt, healing from internal bleeding. 
.....Claudia, recurrent lymphoma after 6 years in remission, complete healing following her 
surgery.  Pray also for her son Zachary who is in remission following 2 years of treatment 
for lymphoma. 
.....Domanic, a 5-year-old girl, healing from chronic Lime Disease. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

In just 2 minutes, we re-tell the story of 
Christmas as never seen before.  It’s 

Christmas Eve, central London, and a 
shocking twist that makes this Christmas 

like none other. Enjoy!  

http://calvarystgeorges.angelfire.com/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-luke-st-pauls-episcopal-church-bridgeport-ct
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-johns-episcopal-church-bridgeport-ct
http://trinitynewhaven.org/chapelonthegreen/
http://www.churchbythepond.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Unity_Baptist_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Unity_Baptist_Association
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/FoodPantrySchedule
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Christian-Tabernacle/143213609042346
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuKKmv2cRJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuKKmv2cRJE
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 (And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

S ir Arthur receives the 

laying on of hands from 

Lutheran pastor, and St. Paul's 

parishioner, Paul Dorn.  

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Sandy Chadwick, 
Sandy Chaleski, Barbara 

DeAnzeris, Lynne Donnelly, Carol Ferro, 
Diane Loring, Bill Loring,  Beth Miller, 
Nicole O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, 
Ken Perry, 
Kirsten 
Peterson, 
Rayna 
Sampson, 
Joe Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen & 
Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

Unusual 
Nativity Sets 

Baby Jesús arrives in style 

This one is just ducky! 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

