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† Amen, Amen
Dear Friends,

T

his Sunday, we will celebrate two baptisms, one an adult, and the other, a child, at
our 10:30am service. Our Baptismal liturgy invites us into a series of joyful
"Amens," and our presence and participation is vital.
Why do we conclude our prayers with,
"Amen"? Justin Martyr, who lived in the middle
of the second century, observed that Christian
prayers always concluded in the congregation
with a loud "amen," a word that Jesus used, and
one that means "so be it." For example,
"Amen, Amen, I say to you," Jesus would
often begin his promises with, and in fact did
so no less than sixty-three times. St. Paul
built upon this in 2 Corinthians 1:20: "All the
promises of God find their yes in [Christ]. That is why we utter the Amen through him to
the glory of God."
So when you see the
italicized congregational
response of "amen" after
a prayer, offer up your
"amen" with gusto. And
one other thing: it is a soft
"ah" in the "amen," as
opposed to the hard "aye"
often heard. The Hebrew
language knows no hard
"a," and so it seems the
Anglicans had it right all
along. Imagine such a
thing? Yet I'm quite sure
how we pronounce our
"amen" means little to
God compared to how much enthusiasm we say it with!
Amen?
Faithfully your Rector,

† The Season of Epiphany

P

erhaps the most persistent of human dreams is that we are not alone in the universe.
We hope that life and what happens to us are not all an accident to which the rest of
the universe is indifferent. In modern dress, responses to this yearning sometimes take the
form of stories about visitors from outer space or the sighting of unidentified flying objects.
In every age, versions of astrology have offered the comfort that there is some design. By
sign and story the readings of the Epiphany season tell of God’s way of salvation and its
outreach beyond Judaism to all peoples. Light and revelation transform darkness, fear, and
uncertainty.
Christians are called to respond by proclaiming “the boundless riches of
Christ” (Ephesians 3:8) and by becoming missionaries of this message of light. But their
first response is more simply awe, joy, and the
worshipful bringing of gifts along with the
Magi.
As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold;…
As they offered gifts more rare
at that manager rude and bare;
so may we with holy joy,
pure and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ! To thee, our heavenly King.
(The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 119)

The readings of the Epiphany season
emphasize what God has done in and through
Jesus. The star shines and we rejoice in stories of his nativity and baptism. He is God’s
beloved and chosen one to bring the forgiveness of sins and “light to the Gentiles.” We hear
stories of his teaching, miracles, and acts of healing. As the prophets foretold, we learn who
he is, and we come at the end of the season of Epiphany (that means literally “shining
upon”) to glimpse his transfiguration in glory. He is “the light of the world” (John 9:5) who
causes the heart to “thrill and rejoice” (Isaiah 60:5) and brings “Exceeding great
joy” (Matthew 2:10), and new “boldness and confidence” (Ephesians 3:12) in the
relationship with God and all creation.
- Frederick Borsch

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

The Sinless One to Jordan Came
The Light of Christ
Shall We Gather at the River
O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High

† 12 Days of Christmas Thank You

W

ith last evening’s
Feast of the Epiphany
service, we have successfully
tucked our 12 Days of
Christmas celebration away for
another year. Many thanks are in
order for everyone who
participated in the events; to our
clergy who presided over the
many worship services; to those
who organized the different days;
who cooked; who donated; who
opened their homes; who partied;
and who gave of their time.
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† Men’s Bible Study - Hebrews

O

ur men's Bible study has started and is well into Hebrews! On
Monday evenings, from 7-8 pm, the men gather in Crocker
Hall to study the Epistle to the Hebrews, where Fr. Joe leads us verse
by verse. Together they are learning about the Old Testament
priesthood and how Jesus Christ provides all believers with unfettered
access to God. Watch our previous week’s studies here.

T

† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study to start Acts

he Ladies Tuesday am Bible Study will be studying, Acts, starting Tuesday,
January, 26th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. From tiny beginnings among Jesus'
disciples, the Church exploded into a worldwide force in just a few years. How? Jesus left
His followers with a mission, and the Spirit of God moved mightily through them to
fulfill it. Luke's account of how the gospel was carried from Jerusalem to Rome - despite
every conceivable obstacle-challenges us to know and live out our mission in the world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11:00 am.
Please register by January 18th, by calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 3126992 or debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Jan 7

-

Sat, Jan 9

-

Sun, Jan 10

-

Mon, Jan 11 Tue, Jan 12Wed, Jan 13 Thu, Jan 14

-

Fri, Jan 15
Sat, Jan 16

-

Sun, Jan 17

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
1:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

1st Sunday after the Epiphany
Traditional Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Holy Baptism & Contemporary Communion
Youth Group
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion I & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Music Night, Sanctuary
Understanding Islam, Crocker Hall
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Understanding Islam, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

2nd Sunday After the Epipohany
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group
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† Transforming Stewardship
“John answered them all, ‘I baptize you with water; but he who is mightier
than I is coming…he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit...’” (Luke 3:16)

J

esus’ immersion in the water is a sign for all human beings of the need
to die to themselves to do God’s will. In other words, as baptized
Christians there is only one gift that we need to give to Jesus - the gift of
ourselves. Once we surrender ourselves to God, we will know in our hearts
what God calls us to do.

† Happy Birthday to You!

N

ick Janofsky celebrates today! Tomorrow is the big day for Anette Hamerski.
David Franklin will be opening presents
on Saturday. Sunday is party day for Brendan
Connors & David Chadwick. Teresa Stacchiotti
will be blowing out candles on Wednesday. Have a
blessed day everyone!

Please join us for the Understanding and Answering Islam Conference on Friday,
January 15 from 7 - 9 pm and Saturday, January 16 from 9 am to 3:30 pm.

Understanding and Answering Islam 2016
The conference will be livestreamed to our Guild Room from Peachtree Corners
Baptist Church in Norcross, GA.
Contact Tara Shepley for more info A $20 registration will include lunch.
RZIM regularly gathers some of the world’s leading Christian scholars researching
Islam, as well as some of the greatest contemporary apologists to Muslims.
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† Filled from Above
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they shall be filled.”
Matthew 5:6

by Steve Hemming

L

ast night, as I got off the expressway exit and headed towards
church, my eyes fixated on the storefront signs out front along the
way - Pizza, Blackened Swordfish, Top Sirloin
Steak, Ribeye Steak, etc. I’ve passed by the
restaurants and the butcher shop countless times
before and have rarely given them a second
glance. By the time I pulled into the church
parking lot, I was salivating and all I could
think about was food.
I have a confession to make. I am prone to
emotional eating. Whenever I am stressed, fearful, sad, or lonely, I
tend to turn to food for comfort. The Lord has been gently convicting
my heart to turn to Him instead of food, since He is after all, the God of
all comfort (2 Corinthians 1:3).
From the beginning of the New Year, I’ve been doing my utmost in
the strength of God’s grace to fast from food. I have stumbled a few
times here and there, but, so far I have exceeded my expectations.
Despite my success, yesterday, I felt my flesh “crawl” all throughout the day as I craved
food. Even though God responded to my frequent calls for help, my thoughts would
eventually revert towards wanting something to eat.
By the time I had arrived at church for an evening of prayer, my mind was divided
between meditating on the Lord and thinking about food. As I got out of my car, I did not
want a divided heart, but rather a united one, as King David
expressed in Psalm 86:11; “Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk
in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name.”
As soon as I went into the prayer room at church, I got on my
knees, opened my Bible, and sought the Lord to overcome my
inordinate focus on food. Within a few minutes, God led me to the
Matthew 5:6 passage above. He lovingly told me that when I hunger
and thirst for Him I will be filled to satisfaction. Thanks be to God
for His Word that He gave me, for I was
strengthened and able to concentrate on Him during our prayer gathering.
I have learned from experience that whenever I seek food for comfort,
it is only a short lived fix. It does not provide any lasting gratification for
my emotions. Only God can satisfy, for “He satisfies the longing soul,
and fills the hungry soul with goodness.” (Psalm 107:9). God’s Word in
Matthew 6:33 tells us when we seek first His kingdom and His
righteousness, He will provide for our true needs. When we seek Him
earnestly, we will not lack any good thing (Psalm 34:10). What are you
seeking the Lord for today?

O

ur yearly Annual Meeting will be held on January 24 in Crocker Hall between the
services. Please volunteer to add
a hot or cold breakfast food item to the
refreshment table. A sign up sheet will be
placed in the back of the church. Some
ideas would be muffins, donuts, keish, hot
egg dishes, bagels, French toast dish,
cookies, or any item of your choice.
Please help to make this year's meeting a
success!
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† Annual Meeting On January 24th

N

otice is hereby given of the 232nd Annual Parish
Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 174 Whisconier Road,
Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 26th, 2014, in
Crocker Hall, at 9:00 am. The Rector will make appointments
and elections will be held for various Vestry positions.
Nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.
Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age
are eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting.
There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at
8:00 am and the Family Holy Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time at
10:30 am. There will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum.
Prior to the meeting we will have a parish brunch.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

Did you miss any of the Children’s sermons? Click here to watch them.

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:3010:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on the
Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

H

omeless people are on their feet all day, and the
only pair of socks they own are very likely to be
threadbare. This year we are collecting socks and toiletries
for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter
months. Place donations in the bins in the back of the
church or Crocker Hall.

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a
warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
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Greater Danbury Christian Community
Prayer Gathering

G

ood Samaritan Mission, which serves the homeless and
disenfranchised of the Greater Danbury community, is hosting
the first Christian Community Prayer Gathering on January 27, 2016 at
Lighthouse Ministries, 26 West Street in Danbury, beginning at 7 pm.
Christians from all denominations are invited to participate in the 90
minute event, where the focus will be on prayer for the people of Greater Danbury. The
majority of the time will be devoted to collective prayer, using an open microphone format,
following a short segment of music and worship.
All who feel moved to pray will be given the opportunity to lead with their prayers.
There will be no doctrinal teaching. All you need is faith in God the Father, His Son Jesus,
and the Holy Spirit who dwells within each one of us. So if you have faith in the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, and a heart for prayer, don't miss this event. We look forward to seeing
you there. Should you need more info please contact Good Samaritan Mission at
gsminc.org@gmail.com or at 203-748-GSMI ext. 208.

8

† The Baptism of Our Lord

T

his Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of Our
Lord which is remembered each year on the Sunday
following the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6. The event of
Christ’s baptism is recorded in all four gospel accounts:
“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven,
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’” (Mark
1:9-11).
“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I
am well pleased’” (Luke 3:21-22).
“The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared,
‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him; but I
came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed
to Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it
remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water
said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes
with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of
God’” (John 1:29-34).
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would
have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But
Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:13-17).

† Acolyte Meeting

S

t Paul’s invites all acolytes and those who had said they
would like to serve at the altar and anyone who is curious
about acolytes to a meeting Saturday, January 23, 2016 at 9:00 am
in an upstairs classroom. Refreshments will be served.
There is no commitment to be an acolyte but if you think you
might like to serve at the altar please join us. The only requirement
is a desire to serve God and you should be 12 years old or older.
Parents are invited to attend the first few minutes.
There will be a few minutes of re-training for those who are
presently acolytes so we are all on the same page. There will be training for those who are
new to serving at the altar. Parents are asked to come to review some new procedures.
We look forward to seeing you. Rev. Carolyn, John Tuthill and Mike Kirner.
Any questions please call, Carolyn 203-788-3638 or send an email
sealeg@sbcglobal.net.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable
items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.
Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the
church. Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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ou are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” In our own
Baptism, we have been “marked as Christ’s own forever.” God is
always with us, and we are his beloved
children. He longs for us to build a real,
holy relationship with him. Part of being a
good steward is using the tools of prayer,
study, corporate worship and generous
giving to move steadily and intentionally
toward that holy relationship.

† This Sunday’s Readings
God’s Beloved Son
Isaiah 43:1-7
n this prophetic reading the Lord assures Israel that they are God’s chosen people. They
are not to fear: God will save them. It is the time of the end of the exile, and God, who
created the servant Israel, now promises to deliver the Lord’s own out of all their troubles. Sons
and daughters will be summoned from the ends of the earth - everyone called by God’s name
and formed for God’s glory.
Psalm 29
The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a thunderstorm: the Lord I
mighty over land and sea.
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17,
In this New Testament account we hear of the spread of the early church as
converts are received from among the Samaritans. Many Jews would have felt
21-22
ethnic tension and even animosity toward Samaritans. Peter and John travel to
Jesus' baptism is not about
Samaria and lay their hands upon the converts, that they might receive the Holy
Spirit and know the fullness of God’s presence and
repentance. It is about his
power. The Lord’s Spirit continues to work in
identity being publically,
surprising ways, surmounting cultural barriers and
traditional enmities as the gospel continues its progress.
ritually re-rooted into God.
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
And this re-rooting of
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ baptism. Some
people expected that John the Baptist might be the
OUR identities continues
Christ, but he points to a yet mightier one to come
to be the primary work of the
whose baptism will be decisive. The Holy Spirit is then
manifest and shows this one to be Jesus. A voice from
church today.
heaven speaks to him in words that echo ancient oracles
concerning the king and the calling of the Lord’s chosen servant.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

D

† Sermon Shorts

are to dream: embracing our identity as the church
in this new year. To replay all our sermons, audio
and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.
Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....St. Peter’s, Cheshire; Holy Advent, Clinton; Trinity Church, Collinsville;
St. James’, Danbury.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Wardens, treasurers, clerks, and all vestry members; elected delegates;
annual parish meetings.
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein,
Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall,
Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Greece; the people of the Republic of Latvia; our sister and brother
members of the General Six-Principle Baptists Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook and their Faith Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections for the month of January.
.....Brunei, for Christian converts from Islam, who face opposition and violence.
.....New Hope Community Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Dorothy, Dot Crocker’s aunt, healing from internal bleeding.
.....Claudia, recurrent lymphoma after 6 years in remission, complete healing following her
surgery. Pray also for her son Zachary who is in remission following 2 years of treatment
for lymphoma.
.....Domanic, a 5-year-old girl, healing from chronic Lime Disease.
.....Robert Nigro, healing of congestive heart failure and pneumonia; Mary Nigro healing
of health issues and memory; both parents of Bill Nigro.
.....Gail Winkley, quick healing and comfort of broken ribs suffered in a recent fall.
.....Frances Martinelli, healing of lung cancer; comfort and strength for her grandchildren
and son.
.....Michael & Teresa Stacchiotti and their three children as they moved to Pennsylvania
last month for Mike’s new job.
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old;
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church. Daniel Smith, purpose and peace.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Just Pray.
Just Start.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

† It Takes An
Editorial Board
Contributors to
this Weeks
Sword Points:

S

andy Chadwick, Barbara
DeAnzeris, Lynne
Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Rayna
Sampson,
Joe
Shepley,
David
Szen,
Pam Szen
& Gail
Winkley.
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