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† Know Fullness of Life
"I came that they might have life and might have it abundantly."
(John 10:10)
Dear Friends,
s Christians, we believe that our destiny has a purpose, our lives have meaning and
our direction is known to God, and can be known by us.
The Bible declares that the kingdom of God will not fail. God's purposes are being
worked out in history, and Jesus is the centerpiece, as all lines in history converge on him.
As someone has said: "The hinge of history is on the door of a Bethlehem stable."
Keep Christ at the center of your life. In Him, life has ultimate significance, and His
ways will guide all our relationships. We were designed for relationship, with God, and one
another. Love another today, and know fullness of life.
Faithfully,

A

Please join us for the Understanding and Answering Islam Conference on Friday,
January 15 from 7 - 9 pm and Saturday, January 16 from 9 am to 3:30 pm.

Understanding and Answering Islam 2016
The conference will be livestreamed to our Crocker Hall from Peachtree Corners
Baptist Church in Norcross, GA.
Contact Tara Shepley for more info A $20 registration will include lunch.
RZIM regularly gathers some of the world’s leading Christian scholars researching
Islam, as well as some of the greatest contemporary apologists to Muslims.

- NOTICE Warning is hereby given of the Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Paul’s
Church, 174 Whisconier Road, Brookfield, Connecticut on Sunday,
January 24, 2016 to be held in Crocker Hall beginning at 9:00 am.

The purpose of

the Annual Parish Meeting is for the electing of a

Warden, various members of the Vestry, Clerk and Treasurer and of
transacting such other business as may legally come before such
meeting.

Communicant members of

the Parish over sixteen years of age in

good standing are entitled to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting.
Respectfully,

Lois Hunt
Parish Clerk
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† Men’s Bible Study - Hebrews

O

ur men's Bible study has started and is well into Hebrews! On
Monday evenings, from 7-8 pm, the men gather in Crocker
Hall to study the Epistle to the Hebrews, where Fr. Joe leads us verse
by verse. Together they are learning about the Old Testament
priesthood and how Jesus Christ provides all believers with unfettered
access to God. Watch our previous week’s studies here.

T

† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study to start Acts

he Ladies Tuesday am Bible Study will be studying, Acts, starting Tuesday,
January, 26th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. From tiny beginnings among Jesus'
disciples, the Church exploded into a worldwide force in just a few years. How? Jesus
left His followers with a mission, and the Spirit of God moved mightily through them to
fulfill it. Luke's account of how the gospel was carried from Jerusalem to Rome - despite
every conceivable obstacle-challenges us to know and live out our mission in the world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11:00 am.
Please register by January 18th, by calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992
or debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.
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Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Understanding Islam, Crocker Hall
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Understanding Islam, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

2nd Sunday After the Epiphany
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group

Confession of St. Peter, Apostle
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion II & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Acolyte Meeting, Classroom
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
House of Prayer, Sanctuary
Alpha Planning Meeting, Guild Room

3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Traditional Communion (LiveStream)
Annual Meeting, Crocker Hall
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, January 18th

Confession of St. Peter

W

hen Simon Bar-Jona confessed, “You are the Christ,” Jesus responded, “You are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church.” This rough fisherman and his
brother Andrew were the first disciples called by Jesus. Peter figures prominently in the
Gospels, often stumbling, impetuous, intense, and uncouth.
It was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea, and began to sink; it was Peter who
impulsively wished to build three tabernacles on the mountain of the Transfiguration; it was
Peter who, just before the crucifixion, three times denied knowing his Lord.
But it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, risked his life to do
the Lord’s work, speaking boldly of his belief in Jesus. It was also
Peter, the Rock, whose strength and courage helped the young
Church in its questioning about the mission beyond the Jewish
community. Opposed at first to the baptism of Gentiles, he had
the humility to admit a change of heart, and to baptize the Roman
centurion Cornelius and his household. Even after this, Peter had
a continuing struggle with his Jewish conservatism; for Paul,
writing to the Galatians, rebukes him for giving way to the
demands of Jewish Christians to dissociate himself from tablefellowship with Gentiles.
Though the New Testament makes no mention of it, the
tradition connecting Peter with Rome is early and virtually certain. According to a legend
based on that tradition, Peter fled from Rome during the persecution under Nero. On the
Appian Way, he met Christ, and asked him, “Domine, quo vadis?” (“Lord, where are you
going?”). The Lord answered, “I am coming to be crucified again.” Peter thereupon
retraced his steps, and was shortly thereafter crucified, head downwards. “I am not worthy
to be crucified as my Lord was,” he is supposed to have said.
As we watch Peter struggle with himself, often stumble, love his Lord and deny him,
speak rashly and act impetuously, his life reminds us that our Lord did not come to save the
godly and strong but to save the weak and the sinful. Simon, an ordinary human being, was
transformed by the Holy Spirit into the “Rock,” and became the leader of the Church.

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

† Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry Thank You

T

hank you to everyone who has helped at the
Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry over the
past year and to all who have donated. Anyone
interested in joining our team please on the 2nd
Saturday of the
month from 1011:30 please
contact Laurie DoBosh
– ldobosh@tcco.com
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† Break Every Chain
“I will go before you and make the crooked places straight; I will break in pieces the
gates of bronze and cut the bars of iron.”
Isaiah 45:2

by Steve Hemming

A

re you at a point where you seemingly cannot break free from an addiction,
compulsion, bad habit or behavior? You can be delivered from anything through
faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus promises us in John 8:36, “If the Son makes you free, you shall
be free indeed.”
The name of Jesus carries power to deliver you from any sort of bondage. And because
God shows no partiality (Romans 2:11), His deliverance is available to all. The Christian
group, Jesus Culture, wrote a song, Break Every Chain (◄ click on the link to listen), where
the primary lyric declares, “There is power in the name of Jesus to break every chain.”
In Matthew 28:18, Jesus declared to His disciples, “All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth.” Throughout the Word, we can see the authority and power given to
Jesus by God our Father, along with instances where He broke the chains off of His people.
Here are but a few examples:
There is power in the name of Jesus Christ
His Name is above all names - Philippians 2:9 -11: “Therefore God also has highly
exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.”
Jesus sits at the Father’s right hand in heaven - Ephesians 1:19-21: “and what is the
exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His
mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated
Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and
might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that
which is to come.”
Jesus created all things - Colossians 1:15-17: “He is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that
are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for
Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”
Break Every Chain
He will break your chains into pieces - Psalm 107:13-16: “Then they
cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and He saved them out of their
distresses. He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and
broke their chains in pieces. Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord
for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!
For He has broken the gates of bronze, and cut the bars of iron in two.”
He will free you from your chains - Psalm 116:16: “O Lord, I am
your servant; yes, I am your servant, born into your household; you have
freed me from my chains.”
Faith and Prayer will loose your chains - Acts 12:5-7: “Peter was therefore kept in
prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. And when Herod was
about to bring him out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two
soldiers; and the guards before the door were keeping the prison. Now behold, an angel of
the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and
raised him up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell off his hands.”
God our Father sent His Son Jesus into this world to set you and I free from bondage, as
the Word declares in Isaiah 61:1; “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord
has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those
who are bound.”
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† Transforming Stewardship
“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for
some benefit.”
(1 Corinthians 12:7)

S

t. Paul tells us that God has blessed each of us for a reason.
How has God blessed you? Are you using your gifts
according to God’s plan; helping to do His work here on earth?
Remember that if you don’t do the work God planned for you,
no one else can do it.

† Happy Birthday to You!

S

elma Lindsay celebrates today! Sunday is the big day for
Laila Cofone, Ken Mott & George Franklin. Maria Silva
will be opening presents on Monday. Have a blessed day
everyone!

O

ur yearly Annual Meeting will be held on January 24 in Crocker Hall between the
services. Please volunteer to add
a hot or cold breakfast food item to the
refreshment table. A sign up sheet will be
placed in the back of the church. Some
ideas would be muffins, donuts, keish, hot
egg dishes, bagels, French toast dish,
cookies, or any item of your choice.
Please help to make this year's meeting a
success!

† Acolyte Meeting

S

t Paul’s invites all acolytes and those who had said they
would like to serve at the altar and anyone who is curious
about acolytes to a meeting Saturday, January 23, 2016 at 9:00 am
in an upstairs classroom. Refreshments will be served.
There is no commitment to be an acolyte but if you think you
might like to serve at the altar please join us. The only requirement
is a desire to serve God and you should be 12 years old or older.
Parents are invited to attend the first few minutes.
There will be a few minutes of re-training for those who are
presently acolytes so we are all on the same page. There will be training for those who are
new to serving at the altar. Parents are asked to come to review some new procedures.
We look forward to seeing you. Rev. Carolyn, John Tuthill and Mike Kirner.
Any questions please call, Carolyn 203-788-3638 or send an email
sealeg@sbcglobal.net.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable
items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable items are provided
by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church. Delivery is
made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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† Annual Meeting On January 24th

N

otice is hereby given of the 232nd Annual Parish
Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 174 Whisconier Road,
Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 26th, 2014, in
Crocker Hall, at 9:00 am. The Rector will make appointments
and elections will be held for various Vestry positions.
Nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.
Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age
are eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting.
There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at
8:00 am and the Family Holy Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time at
10:30 am. There will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum.
Prior to the meeting we will have a parish brunch.

P

salm 36 details some of the gifts for which we
need to be ever grateful: “How priceless is your
love, O God! Your people take refuge under the
shadow of your wings. They feast upon the abundance
of your house; you give them drink from the river of
your delights. For with you is the well of life, and in
your light we see light. Continue your loving kindness
to those who know you, and your favor to those who
are true of heart.” Lord, make us ever true of heart.

Did you miss any of the Children’s sermons? Click here to watch them.

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

H

omeless people are on their feet all day, and the
only pair of socks they own are very likely to be
threadbare. This year we are collecting socks and toiletries
for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter
months. Place donations in the bins in the back of the
church or Crocker Hall.

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a
warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
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† Vestry Meeting
December 9th

Opening: David Williams opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:30 pm. Mary Perry
and David Williams prayed over each Vestry
member for their individual prayer request; a
very powerful time of prayer and the
presence of the Holy Spirit. Dave Allen
gave his testimony, his faith journey. After
he found his way to St. Paul’s and
experienced a parasite in his eye which
caused him to become blind. Nigel
Mumford prayed for his recovery and after a
corneal transplant and with the help of
medication and prayer his sight was restored.
Prayer brought him and his family through
many other illnesses and deaths. He is now
looking for a closer relationship with Christ
through Bible study and prayer; it is an
exciting journey! The November minutes
were approved as circulated.

Rector’s Report:
Father Joe is thankful for
a deep sense of Christ’s
peace at the meeting. He
and Tara will be going to
lead a retreat on Long Island on January 910th. There will be a live stream program on
January 15-16th on Understanding Islam at
St. Paul’s, open to the public with a fee of
$20 which includes lunch. Father Joe shared
with the Vestry an 1840 Communion kit with
the initials RLP. The kit was given to him at
his ordination by a 90 year old priest who
received it from a priest’s widow when he
was 25 years old on his ordination. Fr. Joe
gave his thanks to an unnamed parishioner
for polishing the kit.
Old Business: There was no old business.

New Business: The Annual Parish
Meeting will be held on January
24th. Each committee should have
a report, due in the parish office by
January 11th. There will be a
Vestry person of the month each
month with a picture and a bio in
Sword Points. On the 3rd Sunday of the
Treasurer’s Report: November was a
month they will attend both services and be
good month with income exceeding expenses introduced to the congregation. The Mission
by $12,000. We are on track to break even
budget for 2016 was approved. Rector and
for the year. Capital donations improved in staff increases were discussed. A 2% across
November. Endowments are down 5% for
the board raise was approved for all
the year. If we receive 73% of Capital
employees. Pat Jennings: Lighting in the
promised we will cover the loan we made to back parking lot is inadequate and needs to
ourselves from our endowments.
be addressed. Pew seat cushions need to be
cleaned or replaced. There should be First
Committee Reports: Pat Jennings: there
Aid kits in the back of the church and in the
will be a Stephen Ministry Training in
sanctuary and they should have smelling
January with the Congregational Church.
The Alpha program will take place after Lent salts. Pam Szen: What can we do about
people who fall away? How can we reach
and may be held in homes.
out to them? Think about this for the next
Pam Szen: the 12 Days of Christmas will
meeting.
take place again this year, please plan to
attend as many events as you can. Dorothy
Closing: The meeting was closed with
Crocker: a full day Safe Church Training
prayer at 9:40 pm.
will be offered at St. Paul’s in May.
Respectfully submitted,
Separate reports were submitted by: Dave
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry
Allen for Property; Mary Perry for Prayer
Team and Wellness Team .

† Start Spreading the Good News!

G
8

ive praise to the Lord, proclaim his name;
make known among the nations what he has done. ”
Psalm 105:1
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Greater Danbury Christian Community
Prayer Gathering

G

ood Samaritan Mission, which serves the homeless and
disenfranchised of the Greater Danbury community, is hosting
the first Christian Community Prayer Gathering on January 27, 2016 at
Lighthouse Ministries, 26 West Street in Danbury, beginning at 7 pm.
Christians from all denominations are invited to participate in the 90
minute event, where the focus will be on prayer for the people of Greater Danbury. The
majority of the time will be devoted to collective prayer, using an open microphone format,
following a short segment of music and worship.
All who feel moved to pray will be given the opportunity to lead with their prayers.
There will be no doctrinal teaching. All you need is faith in God the Father, His Son Jesus,
and the Holy Spirit who dwells within each one of us. So if you have faith in the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, and a heart for prayer, don't miss this event. We look forward to seeing
you there. Should you need more info please contact Good Samaritan Mission at
gsminc.org@gmail.com or at 203-748-GSMI ext. 208.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Miracle at Cana
Isaiah 62:1-5
n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet continues to look forward to the full restoration
of Jerusalem, hoping that the city may one day be a source of joy, as a bride is to her
bridegroom. It is some years after the return from exile, and Jerusalem has still not regained her
glory. But the prophet trusts the Lord. The city will become God’s crown. The land will no
longer be known as Forsaken, but will be called Married.
Psalm 36:5-10
This psalm exults in the boundless love of God, saving humans and animals alike. God is the
fountain of life, and in God’s light we see light.
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
In this reading Paul commends spiritual gifts, but instructs
John 2:1-11
the Corinthians in their proper use in the service of Jesus’
lordship. Spiritual gifts always present dangers as well as
But since this is a sign
benefits, and there can even be false spirits. The Spirit of God
will never cause on to believe that the earthly, crucified Jesus
and not a miracle, the
could be despised, for this same Jesus has become the Lord of
the church. It is also important to recognize that there are
point is not, "Wow!
many different gifts of the one Spirit. All are to be used for
the common good.
HOW did that
John 2:1-11
Our gospel is the story of the changing of water into wine
happen?" The point
during a wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. The evangelist
enriches the narrative with deep symbolism.. As the first of
is, "Wow! WHO did
Jesus’ many signs, this points forward to his hour of greatest
glory, when all things will be transformed by his death and
that?"
resurrection. The best wine will be saved until the last and
will be given in astonishing abundance.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

W

† Sermon Shorts

here is your identity? Is it secure? Fr. Joe has the
perfect password for you.. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....All ecumenical and interfaith endeavors involving our congregations and
people; for peace and peacemakers.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein,
Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr.
George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee
Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Honduras; the people of the Grand Duchy of Luxenbourg; our sister and
brother members of the Liberty Baptist Fellowship.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook and their Faith Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections for the month of January.
.....Vietnam, that house church leaders will supernaturally understand God’s Word beyond
their limited education.
.....Wilton Baptist Church, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Dorothy, Dot Crocker’s aunt, thanksgiving for a miraculous healing from her cancer and
dementia, and God’s wisdom for Dot to make correct decisions in her aunt’s care.
.....Domanic, a 5-year-old girl, healing from chronic Lime Disease.
.....Robert Nigro, healing of congestive heart failure and pneumonia; Mary Nigro healing
of health issues and memory; both parents of Bill Nigro.
.....Gail Winkley, quick healing and comfort of broken ribs suffered in a recent fall.
.....Frances Martinelli, healing of lung cancer; comfort and strength for her grandchildren
and son.
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old;
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church. Daniel Smith, purpose and peace.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
God formed the earth, created
everything in it, and knows
every detail of His masterpiece.
He is perfect and powerful, yet
He wants to know you
intimately. He wants you to call
on Him, and He will be your
protector. Your rescuer. Your
refuge.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

† It Takes An Editorial
Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

C

hris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Barbara
DeAnzeris, Lynne Donnelly,
Carol Ferro, Lois Hunt, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Reyna
Sampson,
Joe
Shepley,
David
Szen,
Pam Szen
& Gail
Winkley.
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