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Word of God to you." (Hebrews 13:7)

Dear Friends,

N

ext Monday evening will conclude thirteen weeks of Bible study
for the men on Monday evenings. We have studied the Epistle
to the Hebrews, written in 67 AD, just before the destruction of the
temple in Jerusalem, most likely to a group of Hebrew Christians
living in Rome seeking to live out their faith with integrity. A
theologically dense letter, each week we have approached it utilizing
the original Greek language while cross-referencing other Scriptures.
Much like a seminary-level course, we have
dedicated our time to serious scholarship
coupled with moments of modern life
application. Keeping it to precisely one
hour in duration, we have now completed
our second course, the first one being on
Joshua last spring. After Easter, we begin
the Gospel according to Mark. I commend
our faithful group of roughly twenty-five
who have attended consistently week after
week.
The Anglican Christian way is highly intellectual, regarding Holy
Scripture as paramount, where theology is formed and integrated into
our common lives. May St. Paul's continue to become a scholarly
powerhouse and resource center for the Church at large, a parish
bearing witness to the lifeSt. Paul’s Church
transforming Word of God.
174 Whisconier Road
Faithfully,

Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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The Sacristans
for February
are Mary
Allen, Dori
McManus &
Joyce Sarver.

Q: How did the people of Nazareth react
when Jesus said "no prophet is accepted in
his hometown?
A: Luke 4:24-30 NIV

† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday am Bible Study has started studying Acts each Tuesday at 9:15
am in the Guild Room. From tiny beginnings among Jesus' disciples, the Church
exploded into a worldwide force in just a few years. How? Jesus left His followers
with a mission, and the Spirit of God moved mightily through them to fulfill it.
Luke's account of how the gospel was carried from Jerusalem to Rome - despite every
conceivable obstacle-challenges us to know and live out our mission in the world.
Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11:00
am. Please register by calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Jan 28

-

Sat, Jan 30

-

Sun, Jan 31

-

Mon, Feb 1 Tue, Feb 2

-

Wed, Feb 3 Thu, Feb 4 -

Sat, Feb 6

-

Sun, Feb 7

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Barbara Kast Funeral
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

4th Sunday After the Epiphany
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion
4:00 pm - Youth Group
10:00 am - Christian Caring Committee, Tuck Room
7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall
7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple
9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing
5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
9:00 am - Acolyte Meeting, Classroom
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary

Last Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
5:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Super Bowl Party, Crocker Hall
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† 2016 - St. Paul’s Vestry

Fr. Joe Shepley, Rector

Mary Perry - Warden

Dave Williams - Warden
Lois Hunt - Clerk

Chuck Allen - Treasurer

Dave Allen

Susan Champagne

Vito Barbieri

Jack Collins

Stephanie Bernardo

Joan Boehm

Laurie DoBosh
Bill Schrull

John Tuthill
Ron Switzer
* Cathy Schrull

* David Szen

* Delegates to Diocesan Convention &
Danbury Deanery
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† Contentment With God’s Provision
“Incline my heart to Your testimonies, and not to covetousness.”

Psalm 119:36

by Steve Hemming

C

ovetousness in Unger’s Bible Dictionary is defined as “an inordinate desire for what
one has not, which has its basis in discontent with what one has.” Our Lord Jesus
cautions us to “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of the things he possesses.” (Luke 12:15)
The Word in Hebrews 13:5
exhorts us to conduct our lives
without covetousness, and to be
content with the things we have,
for God promises He will never
leave us nor forsake us. In
Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus encourages
us not worry about our lives, for
our Heavenly Father knows what
we need. The Lord assures us
when we seek first His kingdom
and His righteousness, all that we
need will be provided (v. 33).
If we seek after things we do not need, we run the risk of losing our dependency on God.
If we have just enough, we will less likely turn away from God, as noted in Proverbs 30:8-9;
“Keep deception and lies far from me. Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with
the food that is my portion, that I not be full and deny You and say, “Who is the Lord?” Or
that I not be in want and steal, and profane the name of my God.”
May we fully trust God to provide for all our needs when we pray, “give us this day our
daily bread.” Anything beyond what we need is unnecessary, for 1 Timothy 6:7-8 says,
“For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And
having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.”
“And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ
Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19

† Happy Birthday to You!

A

nthony Arcamone celebrates tomorrow! Tuesday is the
big day for Pete Delaventura & Patricia Jennings. David
Williams & Heather Onorato will be blowing out candles on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:3010:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on
the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
January 31st - 8 am - Wanzer’s; 10:30 - Guglielmo
February 7th— 8 am—Sarver’s; 10:30 am—S & L Bernardo

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Tuesday, February 2nd

Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ

N

ext Tuesday’s Feast is sometimes known as the Purification of Saint Mary
the Virgin, sometimes as Candlemas. In the Eastern Church it has been
called the Meeting of Christ with Simeon. Such a variety of names is sufficient
testimony to the wealth of spiritual meaning that generations of Christians have
discovered in this small incident.
The title, “The Presentation,” reminds us of the Jewish law (Exodus 13:2; 22:29)
that every firstborn son had to be dedicated to God in memory of the Israelites’
deliverance from Egypt, when the firstborn sons of the Egyptians died and those of
Israel were spared.
When Mary placed her small son into the arms of Simeon, it was the meeting of
the Old and New Dispensations. The old sacrifices, the burnt offerings and
oblations, were done away; a new and perfect offering had come into the temple.
God had provided himself a lamb for the burnt-offering (Genesis 22:8), his only Son. The
offering was to be made once for all on the cross. At every Eucharist those who are in
Christ recall that sinless offering and unite “themselves, their souls and bodies” with the self
-oblation of their Lord and Savior.

† Start Spreading the Good News!

T

herefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20
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† Acolyte Meeting

S

t Paul’s invites all acolytes and those who had said they
would like to serve at the altar and anyone who is
curious about acolytes to a meeting Saturday, February 6, 2016
at 9:00 am in an upstairs classroom. Refreshments will be
served.
There is no commitment to be an acolyte but if you think
you might like to serve at the altar please join us. The only
requirement is a desire to serve God and you should be 12 years
old or older. Parents are invited to attend the first few minutes.
There will be a few minutes of re-training for those who are presently acolytes so we are
all on the same page. There will be training for those who are new to serving at the altar.
Parents are asked to come to review some new procedures.
We look forward to seeing you. Rev. Carolyn, John Tuthill and Mike Kirner. Any

1

Corinthians: 13 is probably one of the most familiar
parts of scripture, especially used at marriage
ceremonies. But its description of love’s attributes, and the
advice to remember that we see only in part, and will only
later be enlightened about the true breath of God’s love for
all of us, is welcome reassurance for those of us who
sometimes struggle to stay faithfully on the steward’s path.

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

H

omeless people are on their feet all day, and the
only pair of socks they own are very likely to be
threadbare. This year we are collecting socks and toiletries
for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter
months. Place donations in the bins in the back of the
church or Crocker Hall.

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a
warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
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† Scholarly Speaking
What Happened to Paul’s Companions?

M

onday (January 25th) was the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul (and we
observed it at the regular Wednesday Eucharist). This feast has been observed in
the Western Church 1200 years, and even after the Reformation it was kept by the more
liturgically oriented Protestant churches.
The Acts of the Apostle includes three separate accounts of the underlying event.* The
first, in Acts 9, is a third-person account of the event on the Damascus Road. The others,
Acts 22 and 26, are Paul’s retellings of the event; first to the Jewish crowd in
Jerusalem at the time of his arrest, and then in his defense before King Agrippa
and the Roman Governor Festus at Cæsaria. This last account (or the central part
of it) is the primary reading for the feast. It is, I think, a safe assumption that the
content of all three goes back to Paul, but that the actual composition should be
attributed to Luke.†
Each telling differs from the others in some details, but there is a high level of
agreement among them; and they all agree that Paul had companions who
witnessed the event and then led him into Damascus and to a
place where he could stay until Ananias restored his sight
and baptized him, and then we never hear of them again.
(There is one difference: the first account says they heard
the voice; the second says they did not - but the grammar of the Greek
suggests they could hear the sound but could not understand it.)
Certainly, given his mission of arresting as many Christians as he
could, it is likely that Paul would travel with a number of supporters,
and we can certainly wonder what happened to them.
Arguments from silence are always uncertain, but had they either
continued Paul’s original mission without him, or joined in his new
mission of preaching Christ, I find it hard to believe that Luke would not
have at least mentioned it. I also find it unlikely that they would have
returned to Jerusalem as a group and faced the chief priests with this
event as an unlikely excuse for not completing their task. It seems that
in this case the most likely explanation is that, like Luke, they too kept
silent and in effect disappeared into the crowd. We may speculate,
however, that at least some of this group were sufficiently affected by
what they saw that they too followed Paul into his new faith.

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

*

Acts 9:1-18; 22:1-16; and 26:1-16
I accept the conventional view that
Luke was the author of both the third
Gospel and of the Acts, though there is
some evidence of later editing.

†

We have a large archive of children’s sermons on our website. Click here to watch them.
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Ministry on Aging
Episcopal Church in Connecticut
Titus 2:11, 12
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men, teaching us that denying ungodliness and world lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously and godly in this present world;
Members are: Bishop Laura Ahrens The Commons, Meriden, Ct. Telephone 1 203 639 3501
Ex. 109, Susan Balla St. Paul’s Brookfield, Rachael Desmond St. James West Hartford, Celia
Hendrick Trinity Newtown, Dana Kessler St. Paul’s Windom, Curt Smyth Trinity Newtown.
This last year at our new diocese house in Meriden, Connecticut the Ministry on Aging has
become more prominent with the aging of our Episcopalian family.
We are developing a link within the main website of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut that
will contain topics, blogs, and activities.
We are in the process of planning for the Golden Wedding Celebrations on May 15, 2016 at
3pm at Christ Church Cathedral in Hartford, Connecticut. We are hoping to have it as a news
story on WFSB Channel 3. Information will be sent to every Rector across the state to send us
a list of names of people who have been married fifty years or more to our committee. We
will have a certificate for each couple with their picture taken. We will have refreshments
with a cake. We are also inviting same sex couples who have been together for fifty years or
more.
Our one sad note is the passing of our Chairperson Dorothy Smith. She lived to be ninety
years old. She came from Old Saybrook and was a missionary, a member of ECW. She was
chairperson from 1990 to 2015.
We are always looking for more members. We meet every three to four months at The
Commons 290 Pratt St. Meriden, Ct. 06450. Telephone number 1 203 639 3501.
In the future we will be bringing forth more information on aging issues.

Have a spare
cane not
being used at
home? From
time to
time
we
need
one at
church.
Bring it
to
church
and
leave it
by the
restrooms in
Crocker Hall
or by the front
door. Thanks.

Mrs. Susan W. Balla BS AB CNA/HHA
Ministry on Aging/Aging and Life Committee

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the
table on the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl
either right then or after service. Pray for that request for one
week. How comforting to know that your request is being prayed
for and that you are praying for someone else’s! You might just
be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer
- please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

O

ur 232nd Annual Meeting last Sunday was a great success
despite Winter Storm Jonas. Thanks to everyone who helped; from
working on the Annual Report, to setting up and
taking down tables & chairs, to participating in the
meeting, to bringing and organizing the food!
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not
pompous.”
(1 Corinthians 13:4)

D

o you get jealous? Do you focus more on the things
that other people have than on the gifts that God has
given to you? Are you pompous? Do you acquire more
possessions to impress others? At times we are all guilty of
these things. Pray for more humility. Pray to become less
self-centered and more God-centered.

† Brow of the Hill Near Nazareth
between 1886 and 1894
Tissot, James Jacques Joseph, 1836-1902

J

acques Joseph Tissot, Anglicized as James Tissot,
was a French painter and illustrator. He was a
successful painter of Paris society before moving to
London in 1871. He became famous as a genre painter
of fashionably dressed women shown in various scenes
of everyday life. He also painted scenes and characters
from the Bible. A devout Catholic, Tissot's mother
instilled pious devotion in the future artist from a very
young age. In 1885, Tissot had a revival of his
Catholic faith, spending the rest of his life making
paintings about Biblical events. Many of his artist
friends were skeptical about his conversion, as it
conveniently coincided with reaction against the
secular attitude of the French Third Republic. To assist
in his completion of biblical illustrations, Tissot
traveled to the Middle East in 1886, 1889, and 1896 to
make studies of the

† “It’s Good!

W

ho are you a fan of? The Broncos or the
Panthers? The young guy or the old guy?
It doesn’t matter. Join us on Sunday February
7th for our own Super Bowl party!
We’re setting up our big screen.
And you’re invited. Men, women, children.
It doesn’t matter who you’re routing for. Or
even if you like football. Just bring yourself, your favorite appetizer,
beverage or snacks. And maybe wear your favorite team shirt. No
cost. No fuss. Contact Ken Perry, Lou Sanabria, Ron Switzer or
Dave Szen if you’re interested so we have an idea who’s bringing
what. Weather permitting, a pregame tailgate party is a
possibility!

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable
items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable items are provided
by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Communion Hymn
Closing Hymn

Lord Christ, When First Thou Cam’st to Earth
Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word
Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost Tune: Ratisbon
Breathe on Me Breath of God
Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word

Breathe on Me Breath of God

E

dwin Hatch (1835-1889) wrote very few hymns, and this is the only one to achieve
wide circulation. He was a scholar of Biblical languages, and was best known in his
field for a concordance to the Septuagint translation of the Old
Testament, a rich resource for the backgrounds of Biblical Greek.
Oddly enough, his hymns include another on this same subject
that seems almost like a reworking of its ideas, "Holy Spirit,
breathe on me" (not to be confused with any of several
contemporary worship songs using the same line). "Breathe on
me, Breath of God" was first
Want to listen in to what published in a privately published
we’ll be singing on Sunday pamphlet, Between Doubt and
at 10:30? Or do you want Prayer, in 1878.("Breathe") It
originally intended as an
to listen to a song from last was
ordination hymn. (Hymnal 1982,
week once more?
v.3b, 951)
You can listen on Spotify by
Describing the Holy Spirit as
clicking here: St. Paul's 10:30
the "Breath of God" may seem an
Service This week’s songs are:
odd figure at first, and perhaps it
This week’s
is best to begin by noting that
songs are: Cast there is no indication that Hatch intended any detraction
My Cares,
from the personhood of the Spirit. (The pronouns of direct
Song to the
address found throughout the rest of the hymn should be
Savior, Your
enough evidence.) Hatch, as a linguist, was simply playing
Love Never
on the Greek pneuma, which means either "breath" and
Fails, Because "spirit" depending on context. There is an even more direct
He Lives
source of this metaphor in John 20:22, where the resurrected
(Amen), &
Christ, "breathed on them and said to them, 'Receive the
Call Me Home Holy Spirit.'"

† On Location: Mount Precipice
Just south of Nazareth in the cliffs of Mt Kedumim is Mount Precipice, the traditional
site of the cliff that an angry
mob attempted to throw Jesus
off of after his bold
proclamation in the Nazareth
synagogue (Luke 4:16-30). The
people of Nazareth, not
accepting Jesus as Messiah tried
to push him from the mountain,
but "he passed through the midst
of them and went away."
The site offers a panoramic
view of the patchwork Jezreel
Valley and Mount Tabor,
especially nice at sunrise.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, January 28th

Thomas Aquinas

Priest & Theologian, 1274

T

homas Aquinas is the greatest theologian of the high
Middle Ages, and, next to Augustine, perhaps the
greatest theologian in the history of Western Christianity. Born
into a noble Italian family, probably in 1225, he entered the new
Dominican Order of Preachers, and soon became an outstanding
teacher in an age of intellectual ferment.
Perceiving the challenges that the recent rediscovery of
Aristotle’s works might entail for traditional catholic doctrine,
especially in its emphasis upon empirical knowledge derived
from reason and sense perception, independent of faith and
revelation, Thomas asserted that reason and revelation are in
basic harmony. “Grace” (revelation), he said, “is not the denial of nature” (reason), “but the
perfection of it.” This synthesis Thomas accomplished in his greatest works, the Summa
Theologica and the Summa Contra Gentiles, which even today continue to exercise
profound influence on Christian thought and philosophy. He was considered a bold thinker,
even a “radical,” and certain aspects of his thought were condemned by the ecclesiastical
authorities. His canonization on July 18, 1323, vindicated him.
Thomas understood God’s disclosure of his Name, in Exodus 3:14, “I Am Who I Am,”
to mean that God is Being, the Ultimate Reality from which everything else derives its
being. The difference between God and the world is that God’s essence is to exist, whereas
all other beings derive their being from him by the act of creation. Although, for Thomas,
God and the world are distinct, there is, nevertheless, an analogy of being between God and
the world, since the Creator is reflected in his creation. It is possible, therefore, to have a
limited knowledge of God, by analogy from the created world. On this basis, human reason
can demonstrate that God exists; that he created the world; and that he contains in himself,
as their cause, all the perfections which exist in his creation. The distinctive truths of
Christian faith, however, such as the Trinity and the Incarnation, are known only by
revelation.
Thomas died in 1274, just under fifty years of age. In 1369, on January 28, his remains
were transferred to Toulouse. In addition to his many theological writings, he composed
several eucharistic hymns. They include “O saving Victim” and “Now, my tongue, the
mystery telling.”

TREC-CT 3.0 (T3): Transition Team starts its work
hanges to Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) structure and governance
CTeam
proposed by TREC-CT, adopted at the 2015 Convention, called for a Transition
to convene parishes and individuals in each Region during the first six

months of 2016. The T3 Team, with members from different Regions and from
Ministry Networks, has now been identified, convened, and assigned tasks.
Dates have also been set for a convocation in each Region, so mark your
calendar now. Locations are TBD. Convocation content and process are
expected to vary by Region. The Final Report from TREC-CT, along with a
graphic illustration and a map showing Regions, is here. For a list of
members and more information, visit the Transition Team website here.
The date for the Ministry Network Convocation will be scheduled and announced
later. Cathy Schrull is our representative in the TREC process.
Region Convocation dates:
Northeast Region: April 22-23
South Central Region: May 6-7
Southwest Region: May 13-14
Southeast Region: May 20-21
Northwest Region: June 10-11
North Central: June 24-25
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Empowered for Mission
Jeremiah 1:4-10
rom the opening lesson we hear the story of the calling of Jeremiah to be a prophet of the
Lord. Jeremiah protests that he is inadequate to the task, but the Lord promises to be
with him. He has been chosen to prophesy destruction and exile for Judah. Yet he will also help
his people find a faith which can survive without city and sanctuary until they are one day
brought back to Jerusalem.
Psalm 71:1-6
A prayer that God will continue to be one’s refuge and stronghold.
Luke 4:21-30
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
In this epistle lesson Paul continues his discussion of spiritual gifts
What did he just say? Isn't he
by placing them all within the context of the greatest gift of love.
Unless the members of the church are anchored in the love of God
really saying that these words
found in Christ, all other gifts and expressions of the Holy Spirit are
without value. The love of God is both the source and end of all
of Isaiah haven't been fulfilled
spiritual gifts. Faith and hope, too, are chief among the gifts, but the
so far because we haven't
measure of all things is love.
Luke 4:21-30
actually been hearing them?
In our gospel we hear how Jesus encounters opposition in the
synagogue of his own town of Nazareth. The congregation admires
Just who does he think he is to
his words, but is also perplexed because they know his human origins.
Jesus recognizes that people are unlikely to expect a prophet from
talk to us like that?
among their own, and he reminds them how Elijah and Elisha did
certain of their miracles for non-Jews. These illustrations (which point
to the later ministry of Christianity to the Gentiles) deeply disturb the congregation, and Jesus is
forced to leave for Capernaum to continue his ministry.

F

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

T

he Joy of the Lord is our strength. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
15
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our
hearts for all time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....Immanuel St. James, Derby; Epiphany, Durham; St. Gabriel’s, East Berlin;
St. Stephen’s, East Haddam.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Comite Hispano, Spanish language Cursillo, and Latino/Hispanic ministry
in CT.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty
Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay
We remember
Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued
Barbara Freeman Kast
healing.
1933 - 2016
.....the people of Kazakhstan; the people of the Principality of Monaco; our sister
Click HERE for a link to
and brother members of the Norwegian Baptist Union.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.
her obituary.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook and their Faith Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections for the month of January.
.....Eritrea, that church leaders will stay strong under pressure.
.....Walnut Hill Community Church, Bethel, a congregational partner of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Domanic, a 5-year-old girl, healing from chronic Lime Disease.
.....Robert Nigro, healing of congestive heart failure and pneumonia; Mary Nigro healing
of health issues and memory; both parents of Bill Nigro.
.....Gail Winkley, quick healing and comfort of broken ribs suffered in a recent fall.
.....Frances Martinelli, healing of lung cancer; comfort and strength for her grandchildren
and son.
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old;
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church. Daniel Smith, purpose and peace.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
Celebrities talk about
God.
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Following Jesus Into Your Neighborhood:

Serving All God's Children
Province 1 and All Our Children will sponsor a
New England Regional Forum reflecting on the
Church's faithful response to public education
on February 19 & 20 at the Barbara Harris
Conference Center in Greenfield, NH.
You are invited to join Bishop Laura Ahrens and
others from the Episcopal Church in
Connecticut. Bishop Rob Hirschfeld of the
Episcopal Church of New Hampshire is the
keynote speaker.
The conversation will center on ways in which congregations may responsibly join
the movement to address education inequality. The forum will aim to assist
congregations begin or advance their journeys into partnership with a public
school; form a community of support; and share resources of experience, tools,
and materials. Registration is limited. Registration link here.
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February Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

February 7th

February 21st

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Exodus 34:29-35 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Lois Hunt
Psalm 99 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Lois Hunt
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 27 Philippians 3:17-4:1

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & David Williams
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Exodus 34:29-35 Connie Williams
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 99 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 27 Philippians 3:17-4:1

February 14th

February 28th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 Romans 10:8b-13

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Erinn O’Hara
Lector: Exodus 3:1-15 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Mike Kirner
Psalm 63:1-8 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Kathy DeSanti / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Lynne Donnelly
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 Romans 10:8b-13

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Kathy DeSanti
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Exodus 3:1-15 Lynne Donnelly
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader:
Psalm 63:1-8 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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February 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
10:30 am Christian

Caring

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study
7:00 pm Stephen

Ministry

7 Last Epiphany

8

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
5:00 pm Super Bowl
Party

7:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2 Presentation
3
of Jesus

4

5

6

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

10:00 am Holy
Communion I & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
9:00 am Acolyte Training

7:30 pm Property
Committee

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am House of

7:30 pm Music Night

9 Shrove
10 Ash
11
Tuesday
Wednesday
9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study
5:30 pm Pancake Super
Mardi Gras
5:45 pm Boot Camp

10:00 am Holy
Communion &
Imposition of Ashes
7:30 pm Holy
Communion &
Imposition of Ashes

12

13

1:00 pm Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

5:45 pm Boot Camp

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry
11:00 am House of

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

14 1 Lent
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

15 Presidents’
16
Day
(Parish Office Closed)

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study
5:45 pm Boot Camp

Prayer

17

18

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

6:30 pm Lenten Series

7:30 pm Music Night

19

Prayer

20
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Healing Team

10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am House of

Prayer

5:00 pm Marriage Course

21 2 Lent

22

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group &
Juniors

23

24 St. Matthias

25

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am PraiseMoves

5:45 pm Boot Camp
6:30 pm Danbury
Deanery, Bethel
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 pm Lenten Series

26

27

11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quitlers
11:00 am House of

Prayer

5:00 pm Marriage Course

28 3 Lent

29

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

you know that Sir Arthur had a
D idsister?
Well neither did we. It

turns out, Sir Arthur’s breeder faithfully
reads Sword Points in Orlando, Florida and
shows Sir Art’s pictures to his sister. Her
name is Cheyenne and she sent us her
picture! We were wondering...since Arthur
is always referred to as Sir Arthur, we’re
not sure if his sister should be properly
called Lady Cheyenne or not. Seems like a
good question for Fr. Joe or our own Sir+
In the meantime Sir Arthur sends along one of his
favorite jokes…

A farmer wants to know how many sheep he has in
his field, so he asks his border collie to count them.
The dog runs into the field, counts them and runs
back.
The farmer says, "How many?"
The dog says, "Forty."
The farmer is surprised and says, "How can there be
forty, I only bought thirty-eight?!"

† It Takes An Editorial Board

The dog says, "I rounded them up."

Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Susan Champagne,
Lynne Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Doug Melody,
Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Sir Arthur,
David Szen, Pam
Szen, and Gail
Winkley.
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