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† Loosen Your Grip
Our citizenship is in heaven.

(Philippians 3:20)

Dear Friends,

I

n the second century, Christians were described like this, from the
"Letter to Diognetus":

"They live in their own countries, but only as aliens. They have a
share in everything as citizens, and endure everything as foreigners.
Every foreign land is their fatherland, and yet for them every
fatherland is a foreign land. It is true that they are 'in the flesh,' but
they do not live 'according to the flesh.'
They busy themselves on earth, but their
citizenship is in heaven. They obey the
established laws, but in their own lives they go far beyond what the
laws require… They are poor, and yet they make many rich…
Christians dwell in the world, but are not of the world."
The backdrop of our world has changed much since the second
century, yet following Jesus is timeless in rendering us as disciples
in this world, but not of it. In this Lenten season, loosen your grip on
the things of this world as God's loving grip on our lives reveals our true home.
Lenten blessings,

† Lenten Series Starts Next Week

B

eginning on February 17, then going for the next four
Wednesdays leading up to Holy Week, we’ll be studying
Just10. It is a fantastic evangelistic series based on the Ten
Commandments and is a continuation fo the series we started last
Lent. It is designed to equip you to communicate the relevance of
God’s laws of love in a way people can relate to today. Author,
speaker, and evangelist J. John creatively brings to life God s Ten
Commandments in a fresh and dynamic way.

A

"Bring Your Own Bowl Soup Supper" beginning at 6:30
pm will precede each Lenten Series meeting to be held
for five Wednesdays, February 17 & 24 and March 2, 9 and 16. If
you plan to attend the series, please sign up on the clip board at the
back of the church. Thanks everyone and hope to see you there!

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, February 11th

Frances Jane (Fanny) Van Alstyne Crosby
Hymnwriter, 1915

F

F

anny
Crosby
was born in 1820
in Brewster, NY
and is buried in
Mountain Grove
Cemetery in
Bridgeport.
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anny Crosby was the most prolific writer of hymn texts and gospel songs in the
American evangelical tradition of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
She wrote more than eight thousand sacred texts in addition to other poetry.
Frances Jane Crosby was born in nearby Brewster, New York, on March
24, 1820. Although not born blind, she lost her sight as an infant as a result
of complications from a childhood illness. At the age of fifteen, she entered
the New York Institute for the Blind where she would later teach for a
number of years. In 1858, she married Alexander van Alstyne, a musician
in New York who was also blind. Crosby was a lifelong Methodist.
Crosby’s texts were so popular that nearly every well-known composer
of gospel music of the period came to her for words to accompany their
melodies. In most hymn writing, the words come first and then a
composer sets them to music, but for Crosby the words came so quickly
and naturally that composers would often take her their tunes and she would
immediately begin to shape words that fit the music. Perhaps the best
example of this process led to the creation of Crosby’s most well known hymn
Blessed Assurance. On a visit to the home of a friend, the composer Phoebe
Knapp, a newly composed tune was played for Crosby. After listening to the tune several
times, the text began to take shape, and in a very short
time one of the world’s most popular gospel hymns was
born.
The American gospel song is a unique genre of sacred
music that combines words expressive of the personal faith
and witness with tunes that are simple and easily learned.
Fanny Crosby’s contribution to this genre is unequaled.
Dozens of her hymns continue to find a place in the
hymnals of Protestant evangelicalism around the world.
Fanny Crosby died on February 12, 1915, in Bridgeport,
Connecticut, where she is buried.

Q: How long was Jesus tempted by the
devil in the desert?
A: Luke 4:1-2 NIV

† Happy Birthday to You!

P

reston Powell celebrates today! Friday is the big day
for Tanya Goodman. Denise McCormack will be
opening presents on Monday. Tim Williams will be blowing
out candles on Wednesday Have a blessed day everyone!

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:3010:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on
the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Feb 11

-

Sat, Feb 13

-

Sun, Feb 14

-

Mon, Feb 15
Tue, Feb 16

-

Wed, Feb 17 Thu, Feb 18

-

Sat, Feb 20

-

Sun, Feb 21

-

1:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
9:00 am
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
St. Paul’s Quilters, Guild Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion II and Healing
Lenten Series, Crocker Hall
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
House of Prayer, Sanctuary

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group, Crocker Hall

1st Sunday in Lent

2nd Sunday in Lent
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† So, Who Was St. Valentine?

T

his is a day we love to remember, but we
don’t know why. We'll never really know
exactly who he was or what he did, but the stories
surrounding this popular saint have contributed to
the Valentine's holiday traditions. The Roman
Catholic Church recognizes at least three different
saints named Valentine or Valentinus. Although
there are two main stories about St. Valentine, it is
possible they evolved from the life of one man.
Some believe that he was a Catholic priest and
physician in Rome who was beaten to death under
the Christian persecution of Emperor Claudius II,
who ruled from 268 to 270 A.D. Some accounts say
that before he was martyred, he was thrown in jail
where he befriended the jailer's blind daughter and
restored her sight. The day of his execution, he left
a note for this girl to thank her for her friendship
and signed it "From your Valentine." Some
accounts say that he rubbed ointment in her eyes on
several occasions or prayed for her incessantly to
heal her. The other legend is that he left a blossom
in his farewell note, and that blossom healed her.
This note may have been the first valentine.
The second, and perhaps more well-known, story is that St. Valentine was a priest who
married couples during the reign of Claudius II, who outlawed marriage in order to keep his
soldiers focused on war rather than wives. This priest was eventually caught and martyred.
Some say that while he was in jail, lovers slipped notes and flowers into his cell to thank
him for believing in marriage and love.
Both St. Valentines are believed to have been martyred on February 14. It's interesting
to note that, in ancient Rome, February 14 was the day honoring Juno, the queen of the
Roman gods and goddesses, who was also the goddess of women and marriage. February
15 was the start of the Feast of Lupercalia, during which Roman boys drew the names of
Roman girls from a jar in order to choose a partner for the festival. In the early Christian
church, the Roman priests tried to Christianize the pagan holiday by placing the names of
saints in the jar so that those choosing would draw a patron saint for the year instead of a
maiden's name. Pope Gelasius declared February 14 the day to honor St. Valentine in 496
A.D.
During the Middle Ages, popular thought was that birds paired midway through
February, thus February 14 lent itself to being a day for lovers. In England and France, St.
Valentine was one of the most popular saints. Many traditions developed, such as children
dressing up as adults and going from home to home singing verses like:
Good morning to you, valentine;
Curl your locks as I do mine --Two before and three behind.
Good morning to you, valentine.
Flowers, poems and small gifts have been a Valentine's Day
tradition for centuries. The oldest known Valentine was given
by the Duke of Orleans to his wife after he had been taken
prisoner by the English in 1415.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards &
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The
non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations can be
left in the basket at the back of the church. Thank you.
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† Purifying Our Heart
“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”
Psalm 51:10 (NIV)

by Steve Hemming

A

few years ago, I was given the Hebrew name, Lev Tahor.. לב טהורIt means “pure
heart.” Although it has been my desire to live up to this blessing bestowed upon
me and truly have a pure heart, I have fallen short. Surely, I can identify with what King
Solomon wrote in Proverbs 20:9; “Who can say, “I have made my heart clean, I am pure
from my sin?”
Our frequent stumbles come as no surprise to our Father. God is fully aware of the
condition of our heart, for He Himself pronounces; “The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked; who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9) Despite knowing our
depravity, God will never give up on us. The Lord searches our hearts (1 Chronicles 28:9,
Jeremiah 17:10) as His eyes run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself
strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him (2 Chronicles 16:9).
How can we develop a more purified and loyal heart to love and serve our God?
Draw Near to God
 “Let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed
with pure water.” (Hebrews 10:22)
 “Draw near to God and He will draw near to
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and
purify your hearts, you double-minded.” (James
4:8)
Ask God to examine our heart
 “Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my
mind and my heart.” (Psalm 26:2)
 “Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try
me, and know my anxieties; and see if there is
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting.” (Psalm 139:23-24)
Confess our sin to God
 I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I have not hidden. I said, “I will
confess my transgressions to the Lord,” And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Selah.” (Psalm 32:5)
 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
Let God wash away our sin
 “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.” “Purge me
with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than
snow.” (Psalm 51:2,7)
 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you
from all your filthiness and from all your idols.” (Ezekiel 36:25)
Receive a new heart from God
“I will give them a heart to know Me, for I am the Lord; and they will be My
people, and I will be their God, for they will return to Me with their whole
heart.” (Jeremiah 24:7)
“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of
stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel 36:26)
As we approach God and allow Him to purify our heart, we will be able to stand before
Him with greater confidence, as it is written in Psalm 24:3-5; “Who may ascend into the
hill of the Lord? Or who may stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a
pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall
receive blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.”
5

† St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study
Join us beginning Tuesday, March 1, 2016 as we begin a new seven week video seriesAnne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life.

I

f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still struggles to find
meaning and passion in their faith; who loves their family, works hard,
contributes to their community, but still feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow
at the core; who is restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something
more there is The Magnificent Obsession. Gifted Bible teacher Anne Graham Lotz,
daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these struggles herself. As she
studied Scripture, looking for a way out of the emptiness, she found her answer in the
amazing story of Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not knowing where that
decision would take him. Anne followed Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit
of knowing God, as he truly is, in an intensely personal relationship. Through
personal anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she invites you to
draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as he was to Abraham, and longs to
call you friend. "
We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm.
 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne Graham Lotz
 March 15
Session 2 Leave Everything Behind
 April 5
Session 3 Let Everything Go
 April 19
Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely
 May 3
Session 5 Lift Everything Up
 May 17
Session 6 Cast Everything Out
 May 31
Session 7 Lay Everything Down
Participants Guide is available at here.
Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net

† Valentine’s Day Fire, 1937

7

9 years ago on Valentine's Day our old wooden church burned to the ground. Click
here for some more amazing photographs and newspaper article about the fire.
From the ashes look what God has provided.
Bishop Rowthorn writes:
“Dear Friends, I am glad that St. Paul's is on fire
again this Valentine's Day. I pray that nobody will
succeed in putting it out but rather that it will spread the fire of the Holy Spirit, that is…..”
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

At the Name of Jesus
Forty Days and Forty Nights
Lead Us, Heavenly Father, Lead Us
Now Let Us All With One Accord

At the Name of Jesus

C

aroline Maria Noel, the daughter of an Anglican
clergyman, was born in London in 1817. Early in life, she
discovered her talent for poetry, and by age twenty had written
several hymns. Then she pursued other interests and wrote
nothing for twenty years. At age thirty-five, however, she became
an invalid - whether through illness or accident I do not know.
Five years later, she once again picked up her pen with a view
toward writing hymns that would comfort people in her circumstances. She named a
collection of her works The Name of Jesus and Other
Want to listen in to what Poems for the Sick and Lonely. It was in that collection that
we’ll be singing on Sunday she published this hymn, "At the Name of Jesus."
This hymn, however, is not what we would expect in a
at 10:30? Or do you want
collection aimed at comforting the sick and lonely. It is,
to listen to a song from last instead, a hymn about Jesus - how God glorified Jesus week once more?
how we should glorify Jesus - how Jesus bore his suffering
You can listen on Spotify by
on the cross so that he might rise victorious over death.
clicking here: St. Paul's 10:30
However, properly understood, the fifth verse is
Service This week’s songs are:
comforting, because it promises strength to those who place
Open Up
Jesus on the throne of their hearts - who let him subdue all
Our Eyes,
that is unworthy within them. It calls us to "Crown him as
The Love of (our) captain in temptation's hour," and to "Let His will
the Father,
enfold (us) in its light and power."
Our God and
While this verse doesn't mention suffering, it does
King, &
reflect Caroline Noel's understanding that all people - even
Everlasting
the sick or lonely - can find strength by making Jesus
God
captain of their lives - by wrapping themselves in Jesus'
will so that they might experience his light and power.
You might or might not be sick or lonely. You can be sure, however,
that you will at some point experience troubled times - times when you need God's help God's strength. When that happens, come back and read once again the words of this hymn
- especially the fifth verse. It will tell you how to become strong so that you might move
through the troubled times to the light that lies beyond.
copyright 2007, Richard Niell Donovan

Ash Wednesday
read by TS Eliot

Do you have a
spare cane
not being
used at
home?
From
time to
time we
need one
at
church.
Bring it
to
church
and
leave it
by the
restrooms in
Crocker Hall
or by the front
door. Thanks.
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† Presidents’ Day

T

hroughout much of American
history, the religion of past
American presidents has been the
subject of contentious debate.
Almost all of the presidents can be
characterized as Christian, at least by
formal membership. Some were
Unitarian or unaffiliated with a specific
religious body. Some are thought to
have been deists, or irreligious. No
president thus far has been an Atheist, a
Jew, a Buddhist, a Muslim, a Hindu, a
Sikh or an adherent of any other
specifically non-Christian religion.
For many earlier presidents, formal church membership was forestalled until they
left office; and in several cases a president never joined any church. Conversely, though
every president from Washington to John Quincy Adams can be definitely assigned
membership in an Anglican or Unitarian body, the significance of these affiliations is
often downplayed as unrepresentative of their true beliefs.
The pattern of religious adherence has changed dramatically over the course of
United States history, so that the pattern of presidential affiliations is quite
unrepresentative of modern membership numbers. For example, Episcopalians are
extraordinarily well represented among the presidents, compared to a current
membership of about 2% of the population; this is partly because the Episcopal Church
had been the Church of England before the American Revolution and was the state
religion in some states (such as New York and Virginia). The first seven presidents
listed as Episcopalians were all from Virginia.
St. John's Episcopal Church, just across Lafayette Square, north of the
White House, and built in 1815–1816, is the church nearest to the White
House, and its services have been attended at least once by nearly every
president since James Madison (1809–1817). Another Episcopal church,
Washington National Cathedral, chartered by Congress in 1893, has been
the scene of many funeral and memorial services of presidents and other
dignitaries, as well as the site of interfaith presidential prayer services after
their inaugurations.
Presidential proclamations, from the earliest days, have often been laden
with religious if not explicitly Christian language. In at least two cases,
presidents saw fit to issue
denials that they were
atheists.
George Washington frequently
displayed a humble and gracious respect
towards God in his personal letters and
public speeches. He served as an
Anglican vestryman and warden for more
than a decade and a half at a time when
everyone in politics in Virginia had to be
Anglican. James Monroe was raised in a
family that belonged to the Church of
England when it was the state church in
Virginia, and as an adult attended
Episcopal churches. William Henry
Harrison was a vestryman of Christ Episcopal Church in Cincinnati, Ohio after resigning
his military commission in 1814. Franklin Pierce after leaving office was baptized,
confirmed, and became a regular communicant in St. Paul's Episcopal Church, in
Concord, NH. Chester A. Arthur, upon his wife's death in 1880, commissioned a
(Continued on page 9)
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Presidents’ Day

(Continued from page 8)

memorial window for the south transept of St. John's, Lafayette Square, visible from the
White House and lighted from within at his behest. George W. Bush was raised in the
Episcopal Church but converted to Methodism upon his marriage in 1977.
Did you know that … James K. Polk came from a Presbyterian
upbringing but was not baptized as a child, due to a dispute with the local
Presbyterian minister in rural North Carolina? Polk's father and grandfather
were Deists, and the minister refused to baptize James unless his father
affirmed Christianity, which he would not do. Polk had a conversion
experience at a Methodist camp meeting when he was thirty-eight, and
thereafter considered himself Methodist. On his deathbed, he summoned the
Rev. John B. McFerrin, who had converted him years before, to baptize him.
Did you know that … William McKinley is the only president to include exclusively
Christian language in his Thanksgiving Day proclamation?
Did you know that … Dwight Eisenhower was instrumental in the
addition of the words "under God" to the Pledge of Allegiance in 1954,
and the 1956 adoption of "In God We Trust" as the motto of the USA,
and its 1957 introduction on paper currency? He composed a prayer
for his first inauguration, began his Cabinet meetings with silent
prayer, and met frequently with a wide range of religious leaders while
in office.
Did you know that … Henry A. Wallace, former vice president of
the United States, predicted before the Brookfield Improvement Society in St. Paul's
Parish Hall that in time people will turn their eyes back from outer space to the earth and
its fruits in June, 1959?

† Start Spreading the Good News!

I

am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the
foolish. So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in
Rome.”
Romans 1:14-15

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each
Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl either
right then or after service. Pray for that request for one week.
How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for and
that you are praying for someone else’s! You might just be
praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

A

special thank you goes out to Chris Goodman who installed our
built-in projector, pull down screen and sound system in the Guild
Room many years ago.. It has been getting quite a workout with our Super
Bowl party, adult classes, our upcoming Lenten series and
other events. Everyone at the Super Bowl party was
impressed with the quality of the surround sound system.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of
the soil which you, O Lord, have given to me.”
(Deuteronomy 26:10)

T

his line from the Old Testament offers two challenges. First,
do you give to God from your “first fruits”, the best that you
have to offer, or do you give from what is leftover? Second, do you
remember that everything you have has been given to you by God? Ask
God for a grateful and generous heart, every day.

† Heart Cake
Directions:
Here’s a special Valentine recipe for the
kids. Make a beautiful surprise for your
Mother or Valentine.
Follow directions on a store bought cake
mix. Divide batter between 2 greased and
flouredIngredients:
pans - one 8-inch square pan and
one 8-inch round layer pan.
olive oilon package.
Bake 1asT.directed
To make heart-shaped cake; set square
cake on6large tray with one point toward
you. Cut round layer in half. Arrange
each half with cut side against the top
corners of square to form heart.
Frost with a store bought white frosting
mix tinted with a few drops of red food
coloring. Be sure to cover top of cake
well, especially over the cut sections.

† “It Was Good!”

O

ur first ever Super Bowl party was a great success. From our super
tailgater chefs, to our over abundance of food, to our super
projection and sound system, and to our over exuberant fans. Everyone
have a great time. Especially the Denver Bronco supporters.

Plans are already underway for our Super Bowl 51 party!
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Q: Where did the devil have Jesus stand
when he tempted him to "throw yourself
down from here."?
A: Luke 4:9-11 NIV

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
February 14th 8 am - Lois Hunt 10:30 am - Kathy DeSanti & Paula Pascoa
February 21st 8 am - Greeley’s 10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.

D

euteronomy: 26 is all about
“first-fruits giving.” Moses
rehearsed all that had happened to the
Israelites, and how they were
strengthened and preserved, and tells
them, “to set your gifts down before the
Lord, [and then...] celebrate will all the
bounty the Lord has given to you and to
your house.” Good advice for modernday stewards as well!

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

H

omeless people are on their feet all day, and the
only pair of socks they own are very likely to be
threadbare. This year we are collecting socks and toiletries
for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter
months. Place donations in the bins in the back of the
church or Crocker Hall.

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a
warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Tempted in the Wilderness
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
n this reading from the Hebrew Bible the Lord's mighty salvation of Israel from slavery in
Egypt is recalled, and the people are bid to offer in thanksgiving their first fruits of their
fields. The passage presents one of Judaism's oldest summaries of its history and confessions of
its faith. It is always to be remembered that it was God who made them a people, who heard and
delivered them from their distress and gave them this good land for a heritage.
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
A hymn of trust in the Lord. The Lord will guard and deliver
Luke 4:1-13
the one who loves and seeks refuge with God.
Romans 10:8b-13
If Jesus were to turn stones
In this lesson Paul teaches that the word of faith is a gift to us;
into bread, instead of
by it we make saving confession that Jesus is Lord and that God
raised him from the dead. Without God's grace the way of
confirming his status as
righteousness would be impossibly distant. But the faith that
God's Son, it would
leads to righteousness is in our hearts and the confession of
salvation is on our lips. This is true for all people, no matter what
confirm the validity of the
their background, who call upon the name of the Lord.
testing. It would confirm the
Luke 4:1-13
Our gospel is the story of the temptations of Jesus by the
correctness of asking, "IF
devil. After his baptism Jesus is led into the wilderness and
you are...?" The
confronted with the temptations which are inescapable in his
ministry. He might seek to show that he is the Son of God by
appropriateness of raising
satisfying material needs, or he could control lives by ruling with
the niggling possibility of,
pomp and authority. Or, in what may be seen as the greatest
temptation, he could direct allegiance through miraculous power.
"Maybe you're not?"
Instead Jesus three times confesses his obedience to the will of
God.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

“A

ll my bags are packed, I'm ready to go.” To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our
sermon archives as well.
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Camp Washington's Winter Wonderland Weekend
& Middle School Retreat
Check out the message from Camp Washington regarding
upcoming events:

Winter Wonderland Weekend

February 12-14
Only a few spaces remain for Camp Washington's annual
Winter Wonderland Weekend. It is not too late to get your
child registered for a weekend of winter fun at Camp
Washington. There will be sledding, snow sculptures,
cooking, campfires, hiking, and much more. Share in good
food and great friends. And if we don't have snow, we'll
still have a fantastic time in God's great creation!

Register here for Winter Wonderland
Middle School Retreat
April 22-24

Registration has gone live for our Middle School Retreat, April
22-24.
We're inviting students in grade 6-8 to come for an excellent
weekend of togetherness, worship, great food, and fun times.
Spring will be springing, and we are excited to host our first
Middle School Retreat. Gather together with new friends and
old for great food, good conversation, and time

together!

Register here for Middle School Retreat
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Temptation of Christ on the Mount

Panel from the Maesta Altarpiece of Siena
1308-1311
Duccio, di Buoninsegna, d. 1319

D

uccio di Buoninsegna was an Italian painter, active in the city of Siena in Tuscany,
where he was born, in the late 13th and early 14th centuries.
He is considered to be the father of Sienese painting and along with a few others the
founder of Western art. He was hired throughout his life to complete many important works
in government and religious buildings
around Italy. Duccio is credited with
creating the painting style of Trecento and
the Sienese school, and contributed
significantly to the Sienese Gothic style. His
known works are on wood panel, painted in
egg tempera and embellished with gold leaf.
Different from his contemporaries and artists
before him, Duccio was a master of tempera
and managed to conquer the medium with
delicacy and precision.
The Maestà is an altarpiece composed of
many individual paintings commissioned by
the city of Siena in 1308 from Duccio di
Buoninsegna. The front panels make up a
large enthroned Madonna and Child with
saints and angels, and a predella of the
Childhood of Christ with prophets. The
reverse has the rest of a combined cycle of
the Life of the Virgin and the Life of Christ
in a total of forty-three small scenes; several
panels are now dispersed or lost. The base
of the panel has an inscription that reads (in
translation): "Holy Mother of God, be thou
the cause of peace for Siena and life to
Duccio because he painted thee thus."
Though it took a generation for its effect truly to be felt, Duccio's Maestà set Italian painting
on a course leading away from the hieratic representations of Byzantine art towards more
direct presentations of reality.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Christ’s Church, Easton; Holy Trinity, Enfield; St. John’s, Essex; St. Paul’s,
Fairfield.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....The Haitian Ministry working group; Haitian ministry in the Episcopal
Church in Connecticut.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla,
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay
Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Liechtenstein; the people of the island country of Niue; our sister and
brother members of the United Church of Christ.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of February.
.....Bhutan, for the growth of house church.
.....City SERVE, Danbury, a new initiative of the Jericho Partnership, which seeks to
mobilize the masses - those who care, those who love -to take action to serve others.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Robert Nigro, healing of congestive heart failure and
pneumonia; Mary Nigro healing of health issues and memory;
both parents of Bill Nigro.
.....Gail Winkley, quick healing and comfort of broken ribs suffered in a recent fall.
.....Frances Martinelli, healing of lung cancer; comfort and strength for her grandchildren
and son.
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old;
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church. Daniel Smith, purpose and peace.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.
.....the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed, for prisoners, and for all who care for
them.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry’s Message for Lent 2016
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Now that it’s Lent it’s time to get serious.

B

ut not before we had lots of fun, games, and food at our
annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and Mardi Gras
celebration.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Susan Champagne,
Lynne Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Doug Melody,
Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Sir Arthur,
David Szen, Pam
Szen, and Gail
Winkley.
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