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†  Our True Unity Is Found in Christ 
 

 "We, though many, form one Body."  (Romans 12:5) 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

L ast Sunday, I brought your greeting to 

our sisters and brothers in the 

Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia 

while preaching at Galilee Church, a large 

and flourishing parish ably led by your 28th 

Rector, Fr. Andrew Buchanan.  We can all 

be proud of how we as a parish, by God's 

grace, helped launch such a talented priest 

as Fr. Andy into this dynamic ministry. 

 

Though many miles separate us from Christians we have had the pleasure of serving with in 

the past, as followers of our Risen Lord, we are one in the Spirit, and always connected.  

Our chief purpose is to glorify God and enjoy His goodness forever, and this is why we pour 

ourselves out in mission, service and outreach, going wherever God may lead us. 
 

In this Lenten season, may we pray and support one another in our common mission, and 

see that in our diversity our true unity is found in Christ our Lord. 
 

Faithfully your 29th Rector, 

†  Lenten Series Starts Next Week 

E ach Wednesday in Lent leading up to Holy Week, we’ll be 

studying “Just10.”  It is a fantastic evangelistic series based 

on the Ten Commandments and is a continuation of the series we 

started last Lent.  It is designed to equip you to communicate the 

relevance of God’s laws of love in a way people can relate to 

today.  Author, speaker, and evangelist J. John 

creatively brings to life God s Ten 

Commandments in a fresh and dynamic way. 

A  "Bring Your Own Bowl Soup Supper" beginning at 

6:30 pm will precede each Lenten Series .  If you 

plan to attend the series, please sign up on the clip board at 

the back of the church.  Thanks everyone and hope to see you 

there! 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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Dear Family of St. Paul’s, 
 

I  write to inform you of the death of Betty 
Gardner.  Over the last week while in her 

hospital room, Betty received, through the clergy 
of St. Paul's, the Imposition of Ashes, then Holy 
Unction, and finally the Book of Common 
Prayer's service of Ministration at the Time of 
Death.  On this First Sunday of Lent, Betty 
entered the nearer presence of God. 

 

Betty was the widow of The Rev. Donald 
Gardner, an assisting priest at St. Paul’s some years ago.  Well-informed to 
her final days on theology, politics and all matters of culture’s intersection 
with daily life, Betty knew what she believed, told it like it was and kept all 
of us smiling in hope through her signature combination of flinty 
perseverance coupled with an inclusive embrace of all of God’s children. 

 

Among her many points of church devotion, Betty was a proud 
member of the Compass Rose Society, her way of supporting the 

work of the Archbishop of Canterbury while fostering the 
unity of the Anglican Communion, of which our Episcopal 
Church is an integral part.  Each time she knelt at the altar 

rail for Communion, her glistening Compass Rose 
necklace symbolized who Betty truly was, and what 

she lived for each day, as St. Paul would declare: “In Christ, 
we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs 
to all the others” (Romans 12:5).  Betty knew that her 

spiritual family transcended space 
and time, and now she is with all 

those who have gone before us in the faith 
and fear of the Lord. 

 

On Saturday, February 20th, at 10 am, we 
will offer the Burial Rite at St. Paul’s for 
Betty.  Please keep her family in your 
prayers, and may we all share in the 
resurrection promise that Betty exuded each 
day, as put so well by the Prayer Book (1928 
version, p. 336) she came to faith under: 

 

O LORD Jesus Christ, who by thy death didst take away the sting of 
death; Grant unto us thy servants so to follow in faith where thou hast led 
the way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully in thee, and awake up 
after thy likeness; through thy mercy, who livest with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.  Amen. 
 
Faithfully, 

 

Elizabeth (Betty) Washburn Gardner 
June 30, 1926 - February 14, 2016 
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Q: What was the name of the servant 

who Abram originally thought would 

inherit his estate? a) Ishmael b) Eliezer c) 

Jethreel?  A: Luke 4:1-2 NIV 

“I t is obvious that God is looking at the heart when sacrifices are given to Him.  He 
takes no delight in those who give up things for Lent and then act like it's such a 

struggle to perform what they said they wanted to do for Him.  - Monica Johnson 

 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Feb 18 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Feb 20 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Betty Gardner, Burial Rite service 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

  5:00 pm - Marriage Course, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Feb 21 -  2nd Sunday in Lent2nd Sunday in Lent2nd Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group & Juniors, Crocker Hall 

Tue, Feb 23 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Feb 24 -  St. Matthias, Apostle 

 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

  6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Crocker Hall 

Thu, Feb 25 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Feb 27 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  9:00 am - Quiet Day, Guild Room 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

  5:00 pm - Marriage Course, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Feb 28 -  3rd Sunday in Lent3rd Sunday in Lent3rd Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group 

T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30-

10:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on 

the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+4:1-2&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

M arian Mayers & Christina Willeford celebrate Saturday!  Monday is the big 

day for Deborah Barackman & Paul Onorato.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

 
†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

Wednesday, February 24th 
 

Saint Matthias, the Apostle 
 

I n the nine days of waiting between Jesus’ Ascension 
and the Day of Pentecost, the disciples remained 

together in prayer.  During this time, Peter reminded them 
that the defection and death of Judas had left the fellowship 
of the Twelve with a vacancy.  The Acts of the Apostles 
records Peter’s proposal that “one of the men who have 
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went 
in and out among us, beginning from the baptism by John 
until the day when he was taken up from us - one of these 
men must become with us a witness to his resurrection” (Acts 
1:21–22).  Two men were nominated, Joseph called 
Barsabbas who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.  After 
prayer, the disciples cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias, 
who was then enrolled with the eleven. 

Nothing further is told of Matthias after his selection.  According to tradition he was an 
exemplary Apostle, but we know nothing more.  Matthias seems an appropriate example to 
Christians of one whose faithful companionship with Jesus qualifies him to be a suitable 
witness to the resurrection, and whose service is unheralded and unsung. 
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†  Love Is 
 
“Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not 

arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not 
take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with 
the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love 
never fails.” 

 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
by Steve Hemming 

 

A ll too often, we hear about what love is from the world.  Words used to characterize 
love include affection, infatuation, romance, passion, and lust.  In her popular 1984 
song, What’s Love Got To Do With It, Tina Turner even described love as “a 

second hand emotion.”  Is love just an emotion, or something much greater and more 
powerful? 

Love from God’s perspective is far more than a mere feeling that will eventually 
dissipate.  Agape love (and its verb form agapao), which is the highest form of love found 
in the Word of God, is not based on emotions or feelings, but instead upon choices and 
behaviors.  Agape love is a selfless, sacrificial, and unconditional love, one that freely gives 
without asking for or expecting anything in return. 

Agape love is the kind of love that God has for each of 
us, and is found in many places throughout the Bible, most 
notably in John 3:16; “For God so loved (agapao) the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  And 
in John 15:13, Jesus speaks of agape love in the sacrificial 
sense; “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down 
his life for his friends.” 

As children of God, we are commanded to love Him 
with the same agape love He has for you and me; “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37)  And since 
love is from God, we are also called to love others with agape love; “Beloved, let us love 
one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  He 
who does not love does not know God, for God is love.” (1 John 4:7-8) 

Billy Graham once said, “My home is in heaven.  I’m just traveling through this world.”  
As we pass through this lifetime, let us be mindful not to love as the world loves, but rather 
love others with the same agape love that He expresses towards us; “Therefore be imitators 
of God as dear children.  And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself 
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” (Ephesians 5:1-2) 

 

“We love, because He first loved us.”  1 John 4:19  

“S o shall your descendants be.”  
Just think, you are one of 

those descendants.  Perhaps you 
sometimes think you are uncountable, as 
well all the stars Abraham could not 
number.  But we are assured that we are 
loved and counted by God Himself, who 
numbers us all as His own.  How can we 
not be full of gratitude for such a special 
gift? 
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†  #TBT - Rev. Herbert Lockwood Stoddard 
 

O n our front page of Sword Points Fr. Joe refers to himself as rector #29 and his 
brother-in-law Andy Buchanan as #28.  As we try to complete our Rector Gallery by 

the church offices we fully realize there are some pictures we may never get as they served 
before photography even existed.  However, #19, the Rev. Herbert Lockwood Stoddard 

should have been reasonably easy to locate as he was born in 1873, died in 1936 
and served in parishes in Connecticut and New York state. 
 But…     Our Sword Point researchers contacted many of his former 
churches.  We found that several of them don’t even exist any more; the ones 
that did don’t have pictures; and the Dioceses of Connecticut and Albany 
proved dead ends as well. 
 In 2014, S.P.I.T. (Sword Points Investigative Team) even managed to talk 
with one of his grandsons, Edmund Lockwood Stoddard, Jr.  He never 
remembers any pictures of his grandfather, but told us that “he lived upstairs in 
our house in New Haven briefly.  We barely saw him, maybe at dinnertime.”  
Edmund noted that dear old granddad was a “curmedgeon.” 
 Two weeks ago S.P.I.T. stumbled across a great website fultonhistory.com 
with access to hundreds of old newspapers.  We discovered two things.  First was 
he went by his first initial and middle name, “H. Lockwood” Stoddard, which 
had hampered our earlier internet researches.  Second was a picture in the Troy 

NY Daily Times from 1919 with the announcement of his hiring at St. Mark’s.  While the 
quality is not great, it’s better than nothing and we are in the process of contacted the Troy 
newspapers and historical society. 

Stoddard came to Brookfield as our rector in 1912 and left in 1915, 101 years ago.  We 
don’t know much about his time here, except the Annals of Brookfield states he also conducted 
services at the Chapel, a mission of St. Paul’s located by today’s “Four Corners.”  Before 
Southington and Brookfield he also served at Bradford, NY, Wayne, NY and Warsaw, NY.  
From Brookfield he went to 
Franklin, NY for two years 
before ending up in St. 
Mark’s, Green Island (Troy) 
for 15 years where he retired 
in 1933. 

Twenty Two Down, Seven to Go 
Seven years ago we only had pictures of 

11 of our 29 rectors.  Now we have 22! 
If you like to do research, search the 

internet, go on field trips to other churches or 
historical societies, contact Sword Points or 
Father Joe and we’ll give you access to our 
“Cold Files.” 

Stoddard Fast Facts 

 His father, James Stoddard, was also a minister, 
primarily in Rochester, NY. 

 He graduated from St. Stephen’s College (now Bard) 
in 1900 and General Theological Seminary, NYC, in 
1903. 

 Before coming to Brookfield, he served at St. Paul’s 
in Southington, CT.  While there in 1910, he and his 
wife Clara, had twin sons who died. 

 Stoddard was born in Elizabeth, NJ in 1873 and died 
in New Haven in 1936. He is buried in Rochester by 
his father. 

http://fultonhistory.com/
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Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a 
warm way makes 

them feel good about 
their presence in 

church. 
 

At St. Paul’s, we are 
always looking for people who feel 

called to serve in this important ministry. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn The God of Abraham Praise 
Gradual Hymn Help Us, O Lord, to Learn  Hymn Tune: St. Ethelwald 
Offertory Hymn Lord Christ, When First Thou Cam’st to Earth 
Closing Hymn Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 
 

The Hymn Born in a Synagogue 
 

T he roots of early Christian worship grew in the soil of the first-century Jewish 
synagogue service.  In Scripture and psalm, in sermon and 

prayer, the gathered community celebrated what God had done - 
and anticipated God’s mighty acts yet to come.  In light of this, 
the well-known hymn “The God of Abraham Praise” offers a 
glimpse of history. 

Thomas Olivers (1725–1799), the hymn’s author, was 
born in Wales and orphaned at age 4.  Apprenticed early to 
a shoemaker, he grew to adulthood a wild, rootless man. 

In his mid-twenties, however, Olivers was converted 
through the preaching of George Whitefield.  Soon after, he 
became an evangelist with John Wesley.  Olivers spent more 
than twenty years - and 100,000 miles - as an itinerant 
preacher.  Later, he became co-editor of Wesley’s Arminian 
Magazine. 

In the Great Synagogue 
Tradition tells us that on a Friday evening in 1770, Olivers attended Sabbath worship at 

the Great Synagogue, Duke’s Place, London.  There, as the “Yigdal” (traditional Hebrew 
doxology) was sung by cantor Meyer Lyon (d. 1796), Olivers was so moved that he 
approached the operatic vocalist personally.  In the mid-eighteenth century, cantors had 
begun to use musical notations, especially for new and popular compositions, and Lyon 
graciously provided Olivers with his tune (Leoni). 

The Methodist preacher then adapted the text of the Jewish doxology (which was based 
on the Thirteen Articles of Faith stated by famous Jewish philosopher Moses Maimonides in 
the twelfth century).  The opening word, yigdal (Hebrew for “may He be magnified”), 
inspired Olivers’s free rendering.  The resulting work, “A Hymn to the God of Abraham,” 
was printed in leaflets and found instant approval in the churches. 

By James D. Smith III 

Do you have a spare cane not being used at home?  From time to 

time we need one at church.  Bring it to church and leave 

it by the restrooms in Crocker Hall or by the 

front door.  Thanks. 
 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz3aBXDFYls
file:///C:/Users/Carla/Dropbox/Organ Music/MP3-AwakeAndSing-StEthelwald-PipeLC-128-CAM.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DRwrWxsIdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnZ_XMej2fw
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, February 18th 

Martin Luther 
Theologian, 1546 

 

I  once heard a priest say: "Sometimes in a sermon, I have occasion to quote some 
comment by Martin Luther which bears on the point I want to make.  But there are 

those in my congregation who would wonder what I was doing quoting a notorious 
Protestant.  So I simply refer to him as Brother Martin of Erfurt, and they smile 
and nod.  He said a lot of remarkably good things." 
 Brother Martin of Erfurt, born in 1483 of German peasant stock, was a 
monk (more exactly, a regular canon) of the Order of Saint Augustine, and a 
Doctor of Theology.  In his day, the Church was at a spiritual low.  Church 
offices were openly sold to the highest bidder, and not nearly enough was 
being done to combat the notion that forgiveness of sins was likewise for sale.  
Indeed, many Christians, both clergy and laity, were most inadequately 
instructed in Christian doctrine.  Startling as it seems to us today, there were 
then no seminaries for the education of the clergy.  There were monastic 
schools, but they concentrated on the education of their own monks.  Parish 
priests, ordinarily having no monastic background, were in need of instruction 
themselves, and in no way prepared to instruct their congregations. 
 Brother Martin set out to remedy this.  He wrote a simple catechism for the 

instruction of the laity which is still in use today, as is his translation of the Scriptures into 
the common tongue.  His energy as a writer was prodigious.  From 1517, when he first 
began to write for the public, until his death, he wrote on the average one book a fortnight!  
Today, his criticisms of the laxness and frequent abuses of his day are generally recognized 
on all sides as a response to very real problems.  It was perhaps inevitable, however, that 
they should arouse resentment in his own day (Brother Martin, and for that matter many of 
his opponents, had controversial manners that my high school speech teacher and debate 
coach would never have tolerated!), and he spent much of his life in conflict with the 
ecclesiastical authorities. 

The disputes were complicated by extraneous political considerations on both sides, and, 
as one of his admirers has observed, each side was at its best when proclaiming what the 
other side, well considered and in a cool hour, did not really deny.  Brother Martin, for 
example, was most ardent in maintaining that salvation was a free gift of God, and that all 
attempts to earn or deserve it are worse than useless.  But he was not alone in holding this.  
When his followers met in 1540 with Cardinal Contarini, the Papal delegate, in an effort to 
arrive at an understanding, there was complete agreement on this point.  The Cardinal, by a 
study of the Epistle to the Romans, had arrived in 1511 at the same position as Brother 
Martin in 1517.  So had Cardinal Pole, the Archbishop of Canterbury (who had, ironically, 
been appointed to combat Brother Martin's influence).  So had the Archbishop of Cologne, 
and so had many other highly placed Church officials.  In Brother Martin's own judgment, 
his greatest achievement was his catechism, by the use of which all Christians without 
exception might be instructed in at least the rudiments of the Faith. 

Some of his admirers, however, would insist that his greatest achievement was the 
Council of Trent, which he did not live to see, but which he was arguably the greatest single 
factor in bringing about.  While the Council's doctrinal pronouncements were not all that 
Brother Martin would have wished, it did take very much to heart his strictures on financial 
abuses, and undertook considerable reforms in those areas.  It banned the sale of 
indulgences and of church offices, and took steps to provide for the systematic education of 
the clergy.  Putting it another way, if I were arguing with an adherent of the Pope, and I 
wanted to point out to him that many Popes have been, even by ordinary grading-on-a-curve 
standards, wicked men, cynically exploiting their office for personal gain, I would have no 
difficulty in finding examples from the three centuries immediately preceding Brother 
Martin and the Council of Trent.  If I were restricted to the centuries afterward, I should 
have more of a problem.  And this is, under God, due in some measure to Brother Martin's 
making himself a nuisance.  Thanks be to God for an occasional nuisance at the right time 
and place.   - James Keifer 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Starry Night 
Museum of Modern Art 

1889 
Gogh, Vincent van, 1853-1890 

 

The Starry Night is an oil on canvas by the Dutch post-impressionist painter Vincent 
van Gogh.  Painted in June, 1889, it depicts the view from the east-facing window of his 
asylum room at Saint-Rémy-de-Provence, just before sunrise, with the addition of an 
idealized village.  It has been in the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York City since 1941, acquired through the 
Lillie P. Bliss Bequest.  It is regarded as among Van 
Gogh's finest works, and is one of the most 
recognized paintings in the history of Western 
culture. 

"A starry sky is something I should like to try to 
do, just as in the daytime I am going to try to paint a 
green meadow spangled with dandelions."  He 
compared the stars to dots on a map and mused that, 
as one takes a train to travel on earth, "we take death 
to reach a star."  Although at this point in his life Van 
Gogh was disillusioned by religion, he appears not to 
have lost his belief in an afterlife.  He voiced this 
ambivalence in a letter to his brother Theo after 
having painted Starry Night Over the Rhone, 
confessing to a "tremendous need for, shall I say the 
word - for religion - so I go outside at night to paint 
the stars." 

"Hope is in the stars," he wrote. 
Art historian Sven Loevgren calls The Starry 

Night a "visionary painting" which "was conceived in a state of great agitation."  He writes 
of the "hallucinatory character of the painting and its violently expressive form," although 
he takes pains to note that the painting was not executed during one of Van Gogh's 
incapacitating breakdowns.  Loevgren compares Van Gogh's "religiously inclined longing 
for the beyond" to the poetry of Walt Whitman.  He calls The Starry Night "an infinitely 
expressive picture which symbolizes the final absorption of the artist by the cosmos" and 
which "gives a never-to-be-forgotten sensation of standing on the threshold of eternity.” 

†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each 

Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on 
the way to communion.  Then take a card from the bowl either 
right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  
How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for and 
that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just be 
praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - 
please send your request to St. Paul’s at 
prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

A  special thank you to our health and fitness ministries at St. 

Paul’s, such as Boot Camp and PraiseMoves, to 

those who lead them and those who participate, 

helping our parishioners “Love the LORD our 

God with all our heart and with all our 

soul and with all our strength.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-Impressionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_van_Gogh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_van_Gogh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-R%C3%A9my-de-Provence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_Modern_Art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lillie_P._Bliss#The_Lillie_P._Bliss_Bequest
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study 
 

Join us beginning Tuesday, March 1, 2016 as we begin a new seven week video series- 
Anne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life. 

 

I f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but 
still struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who 

loves their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but 
still feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is 
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something 
more there is The Magnificent Obsession.  Gifted Bible teacher Anne 
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these 
struggles herself.  As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of 
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of 
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one 
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not 
knowing where that decision would take him.  Anne followed 
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he 

truly is, in an intensely personal relationship.  Through personal anecdotes, unforgettable 
stories, and God-inspired insights, she invites you to draw closer to God, who is as 
committed to you as he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. " 
 

We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm. 

 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne Graham Lotz 

 March 15  Session 2 Leave Everything Behind 

 April 5   Session 3 Let Everything Go 

 April 19   Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely 

 May 3  Session 5 Lift Everything Up 

 May 17   Session 6 Cast Everything Out 

 May 31  Session 7 Lay Everything Down 
 

Participants Guide is available at here.   

Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net 

You are invited to a Quiet Day, February 27, 2016 from 9 am - 2:30 pm 
St. Paul’s Guild Room 

 
Come spend the day in community and have the time to meditate on your 

connection to God and what that means to you and for you. 

Coffee hour 9:00 – 9:15 

Break at 10:30 

Bring your own lunch and something to share.  Refreshments provided. 

Lunch 12:30 – 1:00 

Finish 2:30 

Please call the office to register so we know how many supplies are needed. 

http://www.christianbook.com/magnificent-obsession-participants-guide-embracing-filled/anne-lotz/9780310329831/pd/329830?event=ESRCG
mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net
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†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

H e said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” 

 Mark 16:15 

 

†  The Reverse Lent 
 

I t has been the tradition to give up 
something for Lent.  Many years 

ago the Episcopal Church suggested we 
take up something new for Lent; looking 
in on a neighbor, adding something to 
your prayers.  I would like to make a few 
suggestions for both. 

 
Give Up      Add 
Envy       Be grateful 
Anger       Kindness 
Grudges      Forgiveness 
Selfishness     Generosity 
Excess       Moderation 
Injustice      Strength 
Prejudice      Tolerance 
Hatred       Love 
Instability      Steadfastness 
 

This Lent let us love our neighbor and 
be steadfast in our faithfulness to God. 
 

- Carolyn Legg 

Risen is a 

movie that 

opens today.  

It is about the 

search for 

Jesus’ body 

after the 

crucifixion.  

Click on the 

poster to the 

left to watch 

the trailer.  We 

are going to 

try to get a 

block of 

tickets for 

February 27th 

and them 

come back to 

the church for 

dessert.  More 

info during 

Sunday  

announce-

ments. 

http://www.lentmadness.org/
http://www.lentmadness.org/
http://biblehub.com/mark/16-15.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNGeGS_PUA8
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Sufferin Succotash  
 

T he other day our neighbor told us she had a question about St. Rita* and my research 
assistant promptly told her she should ask me.  The question turned out to be, how 

could Rita be happy (as evidently she was) while dealing with the pain of a thorn (as in 
crown of thorns) in her head.  This, of course, was a stigma (a wound corresponding to one 
of the wounds of Christ’s passion), and stigmata are actually a well-known phenomenon in 
Christian experience. 

Many understand Paul’s words in Galatians 6:17. “I carry the marks of Jesus branded on 
my body,” as an assertion that he himself had received the stigmata, 
indeed the Greek word translated as marks is stigmata, but it could 
also be understood as a more general reference to the marks of the 
beatings and other misadventures he had incurred in the course of his 
missions.  The first clearly attested case is that of St. Francis of 
Assisi† but there have been more than 300 identified cases since that 
time.  It is notable that the great majority of stigmatics have been 
Roman Catholic monks or nuns but only one, Padre Pio (d. 1968), 
has been an RC priest‡.  There have also been a handful of Anglicans 
and Lutherans who have had this experience.§ 
 These stigmata can take various forms: they may bleed constantly 
or only occasionally, they may appear periodically (the time of the 
Passion, Thursday evening to late Friday afternoon, has been reported 
in several cases), there may be a 

single wound or the full set (hands, feet, side, and head, 
and sometimes whip marks on the back or arms as well), 
and they are nearly always a source of considerable 
(though not always constant) pain.  In the case of St. 
Francis they took the unique form of excrescences on the 
flesh of his hands and feet that did not bleed, but took the 
shape of actual nails.  Common characteristics include an 
inability to heal these wounds, a lack of suppuration of 
infection, and with only one known exception a lack of any 
fetid odor - in fact a sweet odor is reported in a number of 
cases.◊  Finally, the onset of these wounds is usually 
associated with times of intense devotion, usually focused 
on the sufferings of Christ (and it has been noted that - 
except for Paul - they first appear at the time when 
crucifixes that realistically display Christ’s passion became 
common.  There are many speculations as to natural, and not so natural, causes but they do 
not seem entirely satisfactory to me. 

It seems clear in any case that this was St. Rita’s experience so let us take a quick look at 
the lady herself.  Born in Umbria in 1381, she was married at age 12 - despite her expressed 

wish to join a convent - to a rather overbearing 
man, whose abuse she bore patiently, and 
apparently succeeded in somewhat softening his 
nature.  After his death in a feud, she sought again 
to enter religious life, and although rebuffed at 
first she later did become an Augustinian nun 
after reconciling the feuding families.  She died in 
1457, was beatified in 1626, but not canonized 
until 1900.  At about age 60 she was meditating 
before a crucifix, when a wound appeared in her 
forehead “as though a thorn from the crown that 

encircled Christ’s head had loosened itself and penetrated her own flesh.”♦  
Perhaps this brief look at her life story, and at the experience of stigmatism, can give us 

some insight into her combination of joy (I think with C. S. Lewis that this the better term 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Q: Who did Jesus call a fox? 

a) Judas 

b) Herod 

c) Caiaphas 

Luke 13:31-33 NIV 

 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  The non-perishable 

items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.  

Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the 

church.  Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

for happiness in this situations).  First her history of 
patience and devotion in the face of adversity would 
have given her a strong sense of trust in God.  The 
imprinting of the wound in the midst of devotion to 
Christ crucified must have served to give her a deep 
sense of union with him, a union that, while not 
covering the pain, would have given it a deeper 
meaning. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 
* Wikipedia, s.v. Rita of Cascia 
† Wikipedia, s.v. Stigmata 
‡ Introduction to Stigmata.  
§ It is a long and complicated story, that I will tell at another time, but some years ago I knew an Anglican priest 

from Sri Lanka, who bears such a stigma on his right hand and whose story is the subject of a forthcoming 
movie. 

◊ Poulain, Augustin. "Mystical Stigmata." The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 14. New York: Robert Appleton 
Company, 1912. 18 Feb. 2016 <http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14294b.htm>. 

♦ Wikipedia, s.v. Rita of Cascia 

(Continued from page 12) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Sufferin Succotash 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+13:31-33&version=NIV&showfn=yes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rita_of_Cascia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stigmata
http://www2.kenyon.edu/Depts/Religion/Projects/Reln91/Blood/Christianity/stigmata.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14294b.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rita_of_Cascia
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession.” 

  (Genesis 15:7) 
 

J ust as the Lord gave Abraham, Moses and the 
Israelites a land to possess, He has also given 

each of us a home.  Whether our home is grand or 
humble, it is a gift from God.  Abraham prepared a great 
sacrifice to the Lord in gratitude for the home God gave 
him.  How do we show our gratitude to God for the home 
He has given us?  Do we make a sacrifice of any kind?  Do 
we return any of our finances to God, investing equally in 
our eternal home just as we invest in our earthly home? 

 

Directions: 
In a shallow dish, stir 
together flour, salt, and 
black pepper.  Dredge 
meat in seasoned flour.  
In a large skillet, melt 
butter with oil over 
medium heat.  Brown 
meat.  Remove meat from 
pan, and set aside.  Add 
onion, carrots, celery, and 
garlic to drippings in pan.  
Cook and stir for about 5 

minutes.  Stir in tomato sauce, water, basil, thyme, 
parsley, and bay leaf.  Return meat to pan.  Bring 
to a boil, and reduce heat to simmer.  Cover, and 
cook for 1 hour, or until tender.  

†  Pork Osso Buco Ingredients: 
2 T all-purpose 

flour, plus 3/4 
tsp. all-purpose 
flour  

1 1/4 tsp. salt  
1/8 tsp. ground 

black pepper  
2 lg. pork loin 

chops (center cut, 
very thick)  

1 T butter, plus  2 
1/4 tsp. butter  

1 T extra virgin 
olive oil, plus 2 
1/4 tsp extra 
virgin olive oil  

1/2 c. onions, 
chopped plus 1 T 
onions, chopped  

1/2 c. carrots, 
thinly sliced, plus  

1 T carrots, thinly 
sliced  

1/4 cup celery, 
chopped, plus 2 
tsp celery, 
chopped  

1 garlic cloves, 
crushed  

1 8 oz. can tomato 
sauce  

1/2 c. water, plus  
1 T water  
1/2 tsp. dried basil  

†  St. Paul’s Quilters Celebrate Presidents Day 
...by spending the day in our Guild Room and quilting!! 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Journey to Jerusalem 
 

 Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 

O ur Hebrew scripture lesson tells of the promise of many descendants and of a covenant 
guaranteeing a homeland which God made with Abraham (who at that time was known 

as Abram).  Abram had no children and was planning that one of the slaves born in his house 
would be his heir.  Now he puts his faith in God and his accepted into a right relationship with 
the Lord.  A covenant is the established by means of an ancient custom.  Animals are divided in 
half and, in the form of smoking and flaming symbols, God 
passes between them. 

 Psalm 27 
The Psalmist expresses great trust and confidence in the Lord 

and asks always to be in God's presence. 
 Philippians 3:17-4:1 
In this reading Paul warns of enemies of the cross of Christ 

and urges the disciples in Philippi to stand firm in the hope on the 
glory to come.  Previously Paul has told how he had learned to 
count all privileges of birth and background as of no value in 
comparison with faith in Jesus.  He asks the Philippians to imitate 
him, and to be wary of those who glory in material appetites and 
values, whether religious or otherwise.  Christians are to see 
themselves already is citizens of heaven, expecting Christ to come 
and to transfigure their present bodies into the form of their 
Lord’s own resplendent existence. 

 Luke 13:31-35 
In our gospel Jesus is disdainful of King Herod’s threat and 

expresses his determination to fulfill his prophetic destiny in 
Jerusalem.  Jesus’ words emphasize his struggle against the forces 
of evil and illness and his expectation concerning what will soon 
happened to him in Jerusalem.  He laments over the city, once chosen for God's temple, which 
has killed so many prophets before him. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

"R emember those in prison as if you were together 

with them in prison."  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our sermon archives as well. 

 

Luke 13:31-35 
The Pharisees warning that 

Herod wants to kill Jesus is 

like one of the tests we read 

about last week, Luke 4:1-

13.  Except instead of 

being tested with glory the 

test is fear.  But the 

Pharisees are still 

encouraging Jesus to 

abandon his mission and 

save himself.  

http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent2_RCL.html#ot1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent2_RCL.html#ps1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent2_RCL.html#nt1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent2_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

February 21st 8 am - Greeley’s 10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh 
February 28th 8 am - Allen’s 10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing in extended 
care facilities. 
.....St. Timothy’s, Fairfield; Trinity/St. Michael’s, Fairfield; St. James’, 
Farmington. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....All parish mission partnerships; ECCT wide mission partnership networks; 
the Companions in Mission Committee. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Ed Licence, 
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, 
Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Maldives; the people of the State of Palestine; our sister and brother 
members of the Old Brethren. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of February. 
.....Nigeria, that God will use Nigeria’s new government to fulfill His will and bring peace 
to Nigeria. 
.....Young Life Danbury, a ministry partner of the Jericho 
Partnership, which works kids to help them know what life 
can hold for them through a relationship with the God who 
created them. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of 
cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Gail Winkley, quick healing and comfort of broken ribs suffered in a recent fall; and 
thanks for her getting out at joining us for our Lenten Series this week. 
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old; 
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for 
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church.  Daniel Smith, purpose and peace. 
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for 
his mother, wife and child. 
.....Betty Gardner and all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the 
departed, that they may have a place in our eternal kingdom. 
.....Thanksgiving, accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us.  

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more 

info) 
 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

These incredible illustrations by 
a British illustrator named 

Simon Smith were put together 
in a video with the song 
Explosions In The Sky. 

days in wilderness with Jesus.  Click for video. 

http://www.sttimschurch.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/trinity-st-michaels-episcopal-church-fairfield-ct
http://stjamesfarmington.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
https://www.episcopalct.org/News-and-Events/Annual-Events/Companions-in-Mission-Conference/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maldives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Brethren
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
https://danbury.younglife.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-6a25Yo2wE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-6a25Yo2wE
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

Totally Random Fact 
 

D id you know......that the town 
of Cheshire, Massachusetts 

created the Cheshire Mammoth 
Cheese, a four-foot-wide cheese 
wheel, to honor Thomas Jefferson 
following his Presidential electoral 
victory? 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Susan Champagne, 

Lynne Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Steve 
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane 
Loring, Bill Loring, Doug Melody, 

Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Reyna Sampson, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Sir Arthur, 
David Szen, Pam 
Szen, and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

L ast Sunday we visited Joan Kirner at her rehab home in West 

Hartford where we found her with her daughter Mary.  Joan 

says “Hello” to all her friends and that she “misses my church in 

Brookfield.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheshire,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheshire_Mammoth_Cheese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheshire_Mammoth_Cheese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheese_wheel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheese_wheel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

