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“R

end your hearts and not your garments.
Return to the LORD, your God."
(Joel 2:13)

Dear Friends,

F

aith is very much a matter of the heart. In the Hebrew mindset, the heart
symbolized the seat of the emotions, an interior world containing our true identity
apart from exterior definitions. Who
we really are deep inside is what God
calls us to surrender and open up to
eternal love in Christ.
The hymn, Come, Thou Font of Every
Blessing, speaks of the heart and its role
in faith:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
It is our nature to get distracted and to
go our own way. If we have been
wandering, it is now time to head back
home with open hearts and renewed
repentance toward Almighty God. The
season of Lent, a redirecting back
toward the Way, began with Ash
Wednesday preparing us for “life after
dust,” a reminder of our own mortality
and complete need for God as we look
to the Easter promise of God’s saving
power in Jesus.
May we experience together a Holy Lent as
we await Easter joy, one filled with the
assurance of God’s mercy, love and
forgiveness.
Faithfully,

St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator

2

Q: How many people died when the
tower of Siloam fell on them?
a) none b) 18 c) 100?
A: Luke 13:1-5 NIV

T

his Sunday we welcome The Rev. Dr. William
“Bill” Beers from Food for the Poor, an
interdenominational Christian ministry serving the
poorest of the poor in 17 countries throughout the
Caribbean and Latin America. Fr. Beers has spoken on
behalf of the organization for over 18 years and will share
his experiences of visiting and helping those living in
devastating poverty. He will preach at both services, as
well as offer a presentation during The Rector’s Forum
between services in the Guild Room.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Feb 25

-

Sat, Feb 27

-

Sun, Feb 28

-

Tue, Mar 1

-

Wed, Mar 2 Thu, Mar 3

-

Sat, Mar 5

-

Sun, Mar 6

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
1:30 pm
5:00 pm

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
Movie: “Risen,” AMC Loews, Danbury
Marriage Course, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
5:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Holy Communion II & Healing
Lenten Series, Crocker Hall
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Class Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Acolyte Training, Sanctuary
PraiseMoves, Crosker Hall
Marriage Course, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group, Crocker Hall

3rd Sunday in Lent

4th Sunday in Lent
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† Happy Birthday to You!

M

ihe Chengeri celebrates today! Friday is the big day for
Arielle Zambello & Liam Connors. Throw a party on
Sunday for David Lindsay, Deanne Hobson, Harlan Jessup,
Luisa Bernardo & Maria Beck. Patricia Jennings will be
blowing out candles on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, February 25th

John Roberts
Priest, 1949

J

ohn Roberts was a priest and mission worker among the Shoshone and Arapahoe in
Wyoming where he worked tirelessly from his arrival in 1883 until his death in 1949.
Born and educated in Wales, Roberts served briefly in the Bahamas where he was
ordained to the priesthood in 1878. Shortly thereafter, on a visit to New York, he contacted
John Spalding, the missionary bishop of Wyoming and Colorado, asking for work among
Native Americans. Bishop Spalding sent Roberts to serve in Colorado
initially, but by 1883 he had made his way to Wyoming where he
began work among the Shoshone and Arapahoe Indians in the area that
is now the Wind River Reservation. Roberts learned the languages of
both tribes and made extensive notes on vocabulary that have been
invaluable to later generations of scholars.
Roberts shared his work with Laura Brown, a wealthy woman he
had met while serving in the Bahamas. They married on the day of her
arrival in Wyoming, Christmas Day 1884. Together they had six
children, five of whom survived the harsh conditions, all of whom
learned the native languages as well as English.
In 1887, after building trusting relationships with the people, the Shoshone chief granted
land to Roberts on which to build a mission school for girls to complement the nearby
government school for boys. In addition to the mission school, Roberts was responsible for
starting congregations in nearly a dozen locations.
Unlike other missionaries who sought to change the culture and lifestyle of Native
peoples as a sign of their conversion to the Christian faith, Roberts believed it was important
to preserve the language, customs, and culture of the people. Roberts sought to honor and
respect the ancient ways of the Native peoples while at the same time proclaiming the
Gospel among them, inviting them to faith, establishing congregations, and serving their
needs in the name of Jesus.
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† St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study
Join us beginning Tuesday, March 1, 2016 as we begin a new seven week video seriesAnne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life.

I

f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves
their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something
more there is The Magnificent Obsession. Gifted Bible teacher Anne
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these
struggles herself. As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not
knowing where that decision would take him. Anne followed
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he
truly is, in an intensely personal relationship. Through personal
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. "
We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm.
 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne
Graham Lotz
 March 15
Session 2 Leave Everything Behind
 April 5
Session 3 Let Everything Go
 April 19
Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely
 May 3
Session 5 Lift Everything Up
 May 17
Session 6 Cast Everything Out
 May 31
Session 7 Lay Everything Down
Participants Guide is available at here.
Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† Bold as a Lion
“The wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are bold as a lion.”
Proverbs 28:1

by Steve Hemming

O

ur Lord Jesus Christ is known as the Lion of Judah (Revelations 5:5). Jesus spoke
boldly throughout His walk on the earth, out of obedience and trust in the Father
(John 12:49). In obedience and trust, we too, are to be bold in Him.
Are you bold when it comes to sharing God’s word with others? If not, we need to pray
for boldness, for God is the One who makes us bold, “In the day when I cried out, You
answered me, and made me bold with strength in my soul.” Psalm 138:3.
In Acts 4, the apostles prayed for boldness, with tremendous results; “For truly against
Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together to do whatever Your hand and
Your purpose determined before to be done.
Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to
Your servants that with all boldness they may
speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to
heal, and that signs and wonders may be done
through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”
And when they had prayed, the place where they
were assembled together was shaken; and they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they
spoke the word of God with boldness.” verses
27-31(see also Acts 14:3).
In Ephesians 6, after we put on our whole
armor of God, we are to pray always for
boldness to make know the mystery of the
gospel (v. 19) and that we as ambassadors will
speak boldly, as we ought to speak (v.20). By
praying for boldness, we can, “boldly say, The
Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can
man do to me?” Hebrews 13:6.
Let us continually pray for boldness, that we may join together with the Lion of Judah,
and roar God’s words of salvation to the nations!

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, visiting clergy, to
newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

H

ard lessons in the days of Lent … reminders that although we
are gifted to be called
God’s own, there are
expectations. How do the Holy
Habits of prayer, study, generous
giving and regular corporate
worship help is, in the Lord’s
name, to be fruit-bearing rather
than barren and unproductive?
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
February 28th 8 am - Allen’s
March 6th
8 am -

10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick
10:30 am - Connie Williams

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
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† Blind Auction on April 2nd

O

n Saturday, April 2nd, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction to raise
funds for our summer mission trip to West Virginia. And you are invited! Last
years auction included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tickets to a local concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and more! We expect to have just as many fantastic items up for auction this year. There is no admission
price, and families are always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only
raffle. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there!
We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and businesses to help make the evening a success. Please consider
helping us in the following ways:
Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys for a kids only raffle during the auction. We
are also looking for a few volunteers to help work behind
the scenes the evening of the event.
Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in
with your small group or ministry group to donate a
themed basket or auction item. It could be anything
from a spa gift basket to food items (jams, jellies,
baked goods), to a family movie night basket. Or
maybe perhaps a party theme basket, gardening or
quilting basket, or even a date night basket for
busy parents.
Businesses: If you own or work at a local business please consider donating an item or
service from your business such as a gift card to your restaurant or store, a consultation by a
professional, or a donation of landscaping, snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc. It’s a
great way to support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron!
We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, March 20th. Please sign
up during coffee hour to help out with the auction. Thank you!
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† #TBT - Rev. William Henry Robinson

W

E are on a role!. Meet #18. William Henry
Robinson. He was our rector from 1908-1911.
This picture of him, from 1905, comes to us courtesy of
our good friends at St. John’s Episcopal Church in
Ashfield, Massachusetts, where he served briefly.
All we know of his time in Brookfield comes from
the Annals of Brookfield, “He was active in all civic affairs
and did much to further the
cause of temperance.”
Our Sword Points
Investigative Team (S.P.I.T.) had
a particularly difficult time
tracking down his information,
since he has a common last name
and often just used his initials, “W.
H. Robinson.” But he left a trail of
churches from Maine to Iowa. So
eventually the odds were in our favor and
we finally found a church with a picture.
Our internet searches revealed another gem...the 1938 picture
with President Franklin Roosevelt. It turns out the regular rector in
Hyde Park, NY was on vacation and had Robinson fill in for him.
Put your seatbelt on as we follow his churchly travels:
Bloomington, IL (1896); Newton, IA (1898); Fair Haven, Hydeville & Castleton, VT
(1900); Baltimore, MD (1901); Calais, ME (1903); Ashfield & Shelburne Falls, MA;
1905; Rouse’s Point, NY (1906); Brookfield, CT (1908-11); Stamford, CT (1913);
Broad Brook, CT (1916); Windsor Locks & Suffield, CT (1917); Saybrooke, CT (???);
Canton, PA (1926); Poughkeepsie & Pleasant Valley, NY (???). Those are just the ones we
know of. May he rest in peace.
Twenty Three Down, Six to Go!
Seven years ago we only had
pictures of 11 of our 29 rectors.
Now we have 23!
And, we have every rector from 1860
to the present.
If you like to do research, search the
internet, go on field trips to other churches or
historical societies, contact Sword Points or
Father Joe and we’ll give you access to our
“Cold Files.”
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Robinson Fast Facts


Robinson was born in 1868 at Garrison-on-Hudson,
NY.



He graduated from St. Stephen’s College (now Bard)
in 1893 and Berkeley Divinity School (Yale) in
1896.



He died in 1944 and is buried in St. Paul’s Church
Cemetery in Pleasant Valley, Ny.

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

Kind Maker of the World, O Hear Tune: Winchester New
O God, Unseen Yet Ever Near Hymn Tune: St. Flavian
What Wondrous Love is This
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

Kind Maker of the World, We Hear

T

his hymn has been in universal use in the Western Church where the Roman rite
was followed. It is one of few which can be attributed to St. Gregory the Great with
any degree of certainty. In the monastic offices it was prescribed for Vespers during Lent,
but in secular rites it was used for Lauds.
There are about 22 different translations of this hymn
into English. The present, although using a few lines from
Neale, is largely an independent one made by the
Committee on Translations, JCRH.
St. Gregory the Great
Want to listen in to what (c. 540-604)(Pope Gregory
we’ll be singing on Sunday I). Upon his father’s death,
at 10:30? Or do you want Gregory turned his
wealth to
to listen to a song from last inherited
religious purposes,
week once more?
founding a number of
You can listen on Spotify by
monasteries and retiring to
clicking here: St. Paul's 10:30
one of them.
Service This week’s songs are:
One of the four great
At Your Name Doctors of the Western
(Yahweh,
Church, Gregory brought
Yahweh), Song administrative skill and
to the Savior,
organization to the mediaeval papacy. A strong advocate
You Are God, of monasticism, he tried to enforce a strict observance of
Yahweh, & I
the Rule of Benedict.
Love Your
His traditional role in the reform and organization of the
Presence
plainsong of the liturgy in the West has been questioned,
but never fully disproved. The Roman liturgy, inder to
cognomen Gregorian Chant, gradually displaced other local liturgies.
Do you have a spare cane not being used at home? From time to
time we need one at church. Bring it to church and leave
it by the restrooms in Crocker Hall or by the
front door. Thanks.

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a
warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
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SAVE THE DATE: ALPHA is back by popular demand!
ALPHA is all about making new friends who meet together for dinner
and share in an open small group discussion about life, faith, and God.
Please save Saturday, April 9th through Saturday, June 18th for
Alpha. This year Alpha groups will run on several nights each week in
private homes and at church. Our large group kick off will start on April
9th at 5:30pm at St. Paul's church. Stay tuned for announcements and
sign-ups!
Contact Tara Shepley Tbshepley@gmail.com
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O

ne of the many questions my
friends ask when I describe my
work with Episcopal Relief &
Development is, "Does conversion
happen?" It's a tough question. My
colleagues will attest to my joy at working
with our church partner in Myanmar. I
have been visiting them for nearly ten
years, and in those years, the country has
worked to reform itself from a repressive
past. With successive undemocratic
regimes, the Christian community has
faced a long history of religious persecution and global isolation. In many ways, the
Church in contemporary Myanmar mirrors the life and challenges of the early
Christians. And similar to the early followers of Christ, in Myanmar these hardships
have deepened their faith, leading them to expand their presence across the
country, compose songs of praise, enrich the lives of members with continuous
spiritual formation and serve their neighbors through poverty alleviation and
humanitarian support.
It is a privilege to participate in acts of worship and to
celebrate God's kingdom with my friends in Myanmar.
Language is an insignificant obstacle that their passion
and faith transcends. So, does conversion happen?
Absolutely. For me. I am constantly renewed by the
witness of my brothers and sisters across our global
Anglican Communion. In what ways are you inspired
and transformed by the faithful people you encounter?
- Nagulan Nesiah
Nagulan Nesiah lives in Sri Lanka and is Episcopal
Relief & Development's Senior Program Officer for
Disaster Response and Risk Reduction.

I am a member of Episcopal Relief and
Development and I signed up for the Lenten
Services. Every day I receive an email
Lenten Devotion. I thought the one I received
on Monday was very appropriate because we
had Voice of Martyr’s with us on February 17.
Christians around the world do risk their lives
to share the “Good News” and I believe this is
a good example for us. We don’t risk our
lives but we might be embarrassed or
ignored. Please add all martyrs and
missionaries here and around the world to
your prayer lists. Thank you. Peace and
prayers, Carolyn

Thank You from Gail Winkley
Thank you to all my wonderful friends in Christ who have remembered
me with get well cards, telephone calls, food, flowers. and best of all,
your love and prayers for my recovery. I thank the sacristans who
have come forward to do extra duty in my absence. I have been truly
blessed to be part of such a loving and caring Christian community
and I love you all. I am continuing to improve each day and slowly
getting back into the swing of things. I will see you all very soon.
With all my love and God's blessings, Gail

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

H

omeless people are on their feet all day, and the
only pair of socks they own are very likely to be
threadbare. This year we are collecting socks and toiletries
for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter
months. Place donations in the bins in the back of the
church or Crocker Hall.
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T

he Third
Sunday Lent
Old Testament
regain is of God
talking to Moses
through the burning
bush. Robert
Fertitta provides this
stained glass
window from is work
-in-progress book,
the Stained Glass
Windows of
Connecticut. It is
from St. Albans’
Church in
Danielson.

† Moses and the Burning Bush

The Sacristans for March
are Carol Gurski,, Diane
Loring, Joyce Sarver and
Gail Winkley.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Risen

W

e are going to see “Risen” this Saturday, February 27 at
1:30 pm at the AMC Loews Theater in Danbury by Best
Buy. Following the movie we will gather for a discussion. Click on
the moive poster to see the trailer. It’s a great movie with greath
reviews from all our parishioners who have already seen it. Join us.

† House Fire Loss

A

Jericho family member - a 7th grade student at Pathways
Academy - suffered the loss of his family’s home in a fire
last week, losing virtually everything. The family, now staying in a
hotel, is in need of some basic everyday items:
Body wash (men, women, kids)
Socks (men, women, girls)
Toothpaste
Diapers (size 2)
Baby wipes and baby lotion
Baby formula (Enfamil Gent-tease)
Children’s Tylenol
Juice Boxes
Lunchables
Advil
If you’d like to
demonstrate the love of
Christ by providing any of these items - or a
gift card so they can purchase what they need please simply drop them off at the Jericho
Welcome Center or at the Academy, 13 Rose
St. Danbury - or bring to St. Paul’s. . All items
will be given to the family by March 18.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable
items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.
Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the
church. Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register
online - click here for page with registration links.
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity
 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford
 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville
 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire
 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon
 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m, St. Paul's, Brookfield
 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk
 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m , St. John's, Niantic
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LoZ.nu is a newly
supported mission
for St. Paul's this
year, and these
are the Dutch
pastors that visited our Joyful
Noise event while
staying with the
Shepleys.

the young professionals here have had no
Christian upbringing and they are very skeptical
towards Church and Christianity. When it comes to
Sandra, she is actually very excited to launch the
Art of Living program at LoZ and to invite her
friends, such an encouragement!
A Year of Growth
Can you believe it's already two months ago that
we had New Year's Eve? I am so glad to tell you
that in 2016 we are overwhelmed by the many
blessings God gives us and I would like to share
two of them with you. The first story of His
providence is about a new venue for our monthly
Purpose Masterclass, an evening where we invite
a motivational speaker to speech about a topic that
relates to our young professional lives and
questions. This February we moved from the
south of the city center to the heart of the city, to
make the Masterclass even more accessible. This
new venue I discovered by accident when Marie
and I went out for a drink a month ago. The bar
looks really great (photo below) and at the
Masterclass we had twice more visitors than usual.
At the end of the evening the manager even told
me that in the future we only need to pay a third of
the normal costs of hiring the room. This example
taught me again that it really is God's desire to
draw nonChristian
people to Him
and that I can
fully rely on
Him that He will
use our efforts
at LoZ to build
His Kingdom
and to glorify
His name.
A second sign of God's work in our midst is that
together with a non-Christian woman I do an Art of
Living program. Sandra is part of our community
now for a year of two and she has been spiritually
growing ever since. The program helps her
discovering her dreams and deepest desires and it
gently moves her passions towards the Gospel of
grace. If you image that in takes a post-Christian
cynical young professional two years to become
open towards Jesus Christ, it might take two more
years to invite Christ into your life. God's Spirit is
working in her, that is the mystery of His
sovereignty. When it comes to the part I play in
her life, this story teaches me that here in
Amsterdam only one person at the time enters into
the Kingdom. And that is because the majority of

T

This Easter, like Christmas, we will prepare a fourcourse dinner for elderly people and refugees
Our Prayers
We are grateful for:
- The great speakers at the Purpose Masterclass
and the new location that is a great success.
- The two potential partnerships with Dutch
churches and LoZ that are developing.
- The Art of Living program together with a nonChristian woman and it's future launch at LoZ.
- God's blessings in growing a community where
people experience to love God above all things and
to love your neighbour as yourself.
We need your prayers for:
- In April we expect our second daughter!
Unfortunately Marie experiences a lot of pain in her
pelvis.
- Three people of LoZ will join us to a Christian
conference the 25th - 28th of February and they
have a great desire to see God breaking through in
their lives.
- New financial supporters concerning the need of
$100.000 for our budget for 2016 - 2018.

Thank you for reading the newsletter of David &
Marie. David is leading a church plant for young
professionals in Amsterdam. He receives
donations via the Christian foundation "NGW" on
IBAN: NL31 DEUT 0486 3803 35 and BIC: DEUT
NL2N with reference to "David en Marie support" to
make a difference in the capital of the Netherlands.

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:3010:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on
the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Burning bush. Painting from Hermitage Museum, Saint Petersburg
Sébastien Bourdon, 1616-1671

S

ébastien Bourdon was a French painter with a considerable reputation for landscapes
who used nature largely as a backdrop for historical and religious works. He also
was known for his colorful caricatures and strikingly
lifelike portraits. Bourdon excelled at imitating the styles
of other painters and adding a personal touch, but he never
developed a distinctive style of his own.
At the age of seven he was sent by his father to Paris
as an apprentice to a painter, but he left his apprenticeship
when he was 14 and traveled to Bordeaux and then to
Toulouse. Having no financial support, he enlisted in the
army, but an officer recognized his artistic talent,
discharged the young man, and in 1634 financed a visit to
Rome. There Bourdon became acquainted with the
painters Claude Lorrain and Nicolas Poussin and worked
for an art seller by providing imitations of their works.
In Pais in 1643 he was commissioned to paint St.
Peter’s martyrdom for Notre-Dame, and he completed
several other works during this time, including the
decoration of the Hôtel de Grammont and the “Martyrdom
of St. Andrew” for the chapter of the Church of SaintAndré in Chartres. In 1648 Bourdon was one of the
founders of the French Royal Academy.
In 1652 Bourdon went to Sweden, where he rapidly
became the chief painter of Queen Christina, who posed
for him several times. In 1653 he returned to Paris, where
he carried out commissions for the government in addition
to painting “Dead Christ” for the church of Saint-Benoît.
In 1657 he went to Montpellier to paint a large work for the cathedral, “The Fall of Simon
Magnus.”
In the final years of his life Bourdon executed commissions for the city of Cologne and
the Abbey of St. George. His masterpiece, the decoration of the gallery of the Hôtel de
Bretonvilliers, belongs to this period. His final work, “The Deification of Hercules,” in the
Tuileries Palace, was interrupted by his death.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each
Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl either
right then or after service. Pray for that request for one week.
How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for and
that you are praying for someone else’s! You might just be
praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

M

any thanks to the Brookfield Police Department and the
Brookfield Volunteer Fire Company for
responding to an emergency at St. Paul's with an
ambulance and cruisers in less than
three minutes last Sunday during the
8 am service!
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† This Sunday’s Readings
A Call to Repent
Exodus 3:1-15
n this Hebrew Bible story Moses is encountered by the Lord in the burning bush. He is
called to his mission to lead the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt, and he asks to
know the name of this God of his ancestors. God’s answer to Moses is intriguing and
mysterious. The response may indicate a proper name which traditionally has been known as
Yahweh. God’s answer may, however, suggest a meaning like “The One who causes to be,” or
“I am who I am,” or “I will be what I will be.”
Psalm 63:1-8
Luke 13:1-9
The Psalmist seeks the Lord in whose presence there is
In other words - Jesus is
sufficiency and contentment.
saying: In this life,
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
undeserved bad things will
In this reading Paul looks back to the great events of the
exodus story and sees lessons for contemporary Christians. Some
happen to good people;
disciples apparently believe that participation in baptism and the
and, in the life to come,
Eucharist would automatically prevent sin and excuse them from
deserved bad things will
judgment. Paul suggest that the passing of the Israelites through
the sea and the food and the water they received in the wilderness
happen to bad people who
can be understood as types of the Christian sacraments. Yet the
don't repent now.
Israelites still committed sin and fell into combination.
Luke 13:1-9
In our gospel Jesus uses two contemporary disasters and a parable of his own to stress the
need for repentance. Some might think that those who died in these tragedies were more sinful
than others. Not necessarily so. Unless people use the time allotted for a change of heart and
turning to God, they too will come to a tragic end.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

W

hat it means to be a people who offer a sacrifice
of praise. To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check
out our sermon archives as well.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“He said to the gardener, ‘For three years
now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree
but have found none.’”
(Luke 13:7)

A

re you like the barren fig tree? How
will you respond when God asks you
what you have done with all the gifts He has
given you? Remember, not only are we called to
be generous, we are called to develop and
nurture our gifts and return with increase.

† Cream Tea Scones
Directions:
Preheat the oven to 425°F.
Whisk together the flour,
baking powder, salt, and
sugar.
Sprinkle the vanilla over the
dry ingredients, then drizzle
in the cream, tossing and
stirring gently all the while and adding just enough
cream to make a cohesive dough. There shouldn't be
any dry flour in the bottom of the bowl, but the dough shouldn't be
Lemon Glaze:
particularly sticky, either.
Lemon Glaze: 1 cup
Drop scones (I made two scones from each 1/3 cup measure) onto a
confectioner’s sugar; 3 T. heavy
greased baking sheet.
cream; 2 tsp. freshly grated lemon (Optional: Brush each circle with heavy cream, and sprinkle with coarse
zest. Mix together. Add another white sparkling sugar).
T. of heavy cream if necessary.
Bake for 14 to 15 minutes, until they're starting to brown, and they're
baked all the way through, without any wet dough in the center.
Remove the scones from the oven. Let stand 5 minutes then brush tops with lemon
glaze. Or serve warm, split and spread with a bit of sweet butter and jam or preserves or
with a dollop of freshly whipped cream.
Yield: 20 scones.
Editor’s Note: King Arthur Flour sells a variety of pre-packaged scone recipe mix.
http://www.kingarthurflour.com/

Ingredients:
3 cups King Arthur Unbleached All-Purpose Flour
1 tablespoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 to 1/3 cup granulated sugar, to taste
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 1/3 to 1 1/2 cups heavy or whipping cream

You have heard an insult-it’s a high wind;
you’ve gotten angry-it’s a wave.
So as the wind blows and the waves break,
the boat is in peril, your heart is in peril,
your heart is tossed about.
When you hear the insult, you are eager to
avenge it; you do avenge it, and by giving way
to someone else’s evil, you suffer shipwreck.
And why is that? Because Christ is asleep in
you. What does it mean that Christ is asleep in
you? That you have forgotten Christ. So wake
Christ up, remember Christ; let Christ stay
awake in you, think about Him.
St Augustine of Hippo
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. David’s, Gales Ferry; St. James’, Glastonbury;
St. Luke’s, Glastonbury; Christ Church, Greenwich.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Prison ministry and prison chaplains; the ECCT
Faith Behind Bars network.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Ed Licence,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy,
Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Federated States of Micronesia; the people of the Portuguese Republic; our
sister and brother members of the Friends United Meeting.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service.
† Praise Report
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is
the recipient of our food basket collections for the month of February.
 We prayed for a woman
.....Kenya, for “Sharon,” a widow with four children. In June 2014 alwho was facing Cancer
Shabab militants killed her husband and more than 50 others in an attack
surgery. After praying for
on Mpeketoni.
no surgery, the doctors
.....Amos House, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, which
deemed the operation
provides transitional housing for homeless families with supportive
unnecessary.
services, helping families become independent, housed and self Fr. Andy’s dad was having
sufficient .
serious health problems.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
After prayer he has made a
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
complete turn around.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Gail Winkley, quick healing and comfort of broken ribs suffered in a
recent fall; and thanks for her getting out and about.
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old;
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church. Daniel Smith, purpose and peace.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's
loving embrace.
.....Thanksgiving, for the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more
info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
An Incredible Witness:
My Journey - Cancer:
A 10 Year Battle and 14
Surgeries Later
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March Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!
March 6th

March 20th
Palm Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Joshua 5:9-12 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 32 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

8:00 AM
Welcoming: John & Joyce Sarver
Acolyte: Erinn O’Hara
Lector: Isaiah 50:4-9a Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Psalm 31:9-16 Philippians 2:5-11

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Joshua 5:9-12 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 32 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Vidder / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Isaiah 50:4-9a Dian Froelick
Intercessor: Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 31:9-16 Philippians 2:5-11

March 13th

Healing Sunday

March 27th
Easter Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Isaiah 43:16-21 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 126 Philippians 3:4b-14

7:30 AM
Welcoming: Doug Melody
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Acts 10:34-43 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Mike Kirner
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & David Williams
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Isaiah 43:16-21 Connie Williams
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 126 Philippians 3:4b-14

9:00 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Acts 10:34-43 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Kathy DeSanti
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Acts 10:34-43 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Tara Shepley
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
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Holy Week Lay
Schedule 2016
March 24
Maundy Thursday
7:30 PM
Welcoming: Connie & David Williams
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Exodus 12:1-14 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 Psalm 116:1, 10-17
March 25
Good Friday
12:00 PM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Lector: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 22 Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
March 25
Good Friday
7:30 PM
Welcoming: Kathy DeSanti
Lector: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Mary Perry
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Mike Kirner
Psalm 22 Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
March 26
The Great Vigil of Easter

7:30 PM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Romans 6:3-11 Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: John Tuthill

Thank You!

C

huck and I want to thank
everyone at the 8:00 am
service last Sunday for their prayers
for him as he was taken ill. We are
happy to say that all is well, thank
the good Lord.
We also want
to thank all the
people that
aided him
during this
time. It really
was a group
effort of our
Saint Paul's
people that everything went so
smoothly and he was able to get to
the hospital and cared for. A
special thanks to Father Joe for
leading prayers for him. Bless you
all. - Mary Allen

Easter Egg Hunt!

S

t. Paul's Annual Easter Egg
Hunt will be held on
Saturday, March 26th from 10 to
11:30 am. All are invited to attend
and students in grade 5 and under
can join in on the Easter Egg hunt.
Invite family and friends and come
enjoy a special
Easter snack,
craft and
lesson!
We would
greatly
appreciate
candy donations
and will be
collecting them in a basket at the
back of the church starting this
Sunday. We are also looking for a
volunteer to provide a special Easter
themed snack for those that attend.
Please contact Nicole O'Connors at
nmoconnors@gmail.com if you can
help. Thank you in advance for
your support.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

1

2

3

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion I & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

5:45 pm Boot Camp

6:30 pm Lenten Series

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

9:00 am Acolyte

Training

7:15 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

7:30 pm Property
Committee

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

7:30 pm Music Night

5:00 pm Marriage

Course

6 4 Lent

7

8

9

10

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group

10:00 am Christian
Caring

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion I & Healing

1:00 pm Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Staff Meeting

5:45 pm Boot Camp

6:30 pm Lenten Series

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Stephen

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

Vestry Retreat at
Oratory of the Little Way

11

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

Ministry

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

13 5 Lent

Healing Sunday

14

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
12:30 pm Alpha Training
4:00 pm Youth Group

20 Palm Sunday
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group &
Juniors

5:00 pm Marriage

15

16

17

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II &
Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

6:30 pm Lenten Series

7:30 pm Music Night

5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:15 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

19 St. Joseph
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
10:00 am PraiseMoves
5:00 pm Marriage

21 Monday in
22 Tuesday in
23 Wednesday
24 Maundy
25 Good Friday
(Parish Office Closed)
Holy Week
Holy Week
in Holy Week
Thursday
7:00 pm Stephen

Ministry

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study
5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:15 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

28

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing
7:30 pm Music Night

7 :30 pm Maundy
Thursday Liturgy,
Foot Washing,
Holy Communion &
Stripping of the Altar

29

30

31

7:30 am Traditional
Communion

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

5:45 pm Boot Camp

9:00 am Contemporary
Communion

5:45 pm Boot Camp

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing
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Course

Course

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

7:30 pm Tenebrae

10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

18

7:00 pm Healing Team

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

27 Easter

12

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am Good Friday
Walk
12:00 pm Good Friday
Liturgy and
Ante-Communion
6:30 pm Stations of the
Cross
7:30 pm Good Friday
Liturgy and
Ante-Communion

26 Holy
Saturday
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

10:00 am Children’s
Easter Celebration
10:00 am PraiseMoves
7:30 pm The Great

Vigil of Easter

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

H

ey, Kirsten! Sir Arthur says he has found a back up for you
the next time you go one vacation. Patrick, beware. Sir
Arthur is on the hunt for a guitar playing dog, as well.

Totally Random Fact

D

id you know.....that school
bus yellow is a specific
shade of yellow formally adopted as
the standard color for school buses
in the United States in 1939,
following a conference funded by
the Rockefeller Foundation?

† It Takes An Editorial Board

It looks like Snow Birds of a feather flock together! The
Skewis’, Wanzer’s and Baskett’s send greetings from Florida.

Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Susan Champagne,
Lynne Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Doug Melody,
Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Sir Arthur,
David Szen, Pam
Szen, and Gail
Winkley.
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