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†  "Return to the Firm Foundation" 
 

"The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble." 

 (Nahum 1:7) 

 

Dear Friends,Dear Friends,Dear Friends,   

III   n the midst of the shifting sands of this world, God is our n the midst of the shifting sands of this world, God is our n the midst of the shifting sands of this world, God is our 
rock.  A stable, unchanging force of infinite goodness, rock.  A stable, unchanging force of infinite goodness, rock.  A stable, unchanging force of infinite goodness, 

the Lord is strength, protection and inspiration for the the Lord is strength, protection and inspiration for the the Lord is strength, protection and inspiration for the 
people of God.people of God.people of God.   

If we have been slipping, may we return to the firm If we have been slipping, may we return to the firm If we have been slipping, may we return to the firm 
foundation that is God.  Read the Holy Scriptures, pray in foundation that is God.  Read the Holy Scriptures, pray in foundation that is God.  Read the Holy Scriptures, pray in 
the Spirit, and do not neglect being in fellowship with other the Spirit, and do not neglect being in fellowship with other the Spirit, and do not neglect being in fellowship with other 
believers.  Come to church.believers.  Come to church.believers.  Come to church.   

Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 
13:8).  And in Him, we find our grounding, now, and 13:8).  And in Him, we find our grounding, now, and 13:8).  And in Him, we find our grounding, now, and 
forever.forever.forever.   

Faithfully,Faithfully,Faithfully,   

†  Lenten Series Concludes Next Wednesday 

E ach Wednesday in Lent leading up to Holy Week, we’ve 

been studying “Just10.”  Next Wednesday we’ll have the 

exciting conclusion to this fantastic evangelistic series based on the 

Ten Commandments which we started in Lent 2015.  It is designed 

to equip you to communicate the relevance of God’s laws of love 

in a way people can relate to 

today.  Author, speaker, and 

evangelist J. John creatively 

brings to life God s Ten 

Commandments in a fresh, humorous, 

challenging and dynamic way.  You can 

watch past episodes on YouTube by 

clicking here.  We start at 6:30 pm with 

a brief meal of soup and fellowship. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gasnfF4K9pU&list=PLIKyBgPuBEgf8YRSpwI_OXokxjC9HgZq7
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B en Chaleski, Diana Mott & Helena Pinto Mullen celebrate today!  

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will be blowing out candles on 

Sunday.  Tuesday is the big day for Joan Kirner.  Kathi Brown & 

Marie Williams will be opening presents on Wednesday.  Have a 

blessed day everyone! 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Mar 10 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  9:00 am - Vestry Retreat, Oratory, Gaylordsville 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

  4:40 pm - Movie Club, “The Young Messiah,” Loews, Danbury 

  5:00 pm - Marriage Course, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Mar 13 -  5th Sunday in Lent5th Sunday in Lent5th Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  12:30 am - Alpha Training, Guild Room 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group 

Tue, Mar 15 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:15 pm - Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Mar 16 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

  6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Crocker Hall / Guild Room 

Thu, Mar 17 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 19 -  St. Joseph 

  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters. Guild Room 

  5:00 pm - Marriage Course, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Mar 20 -  Sunday of the Passion: Palm SundaySunday of the Passion: Palm SundaySunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group, Crocker Hall 

J oin us this Saturday, 

March 12th at 4:40 pm 

to watch “The Young 

Messiah.”  Inspired by Biblical 

accounts of Jesus' childhood, this movie tells a rare and unique story of Jesus and his family 

as they come to a fuller understanding of his nature and purpose.  Based on the novel 'Christ 

the Lord: Out of Egypt' written by Anne Rice.  We will meet in the lobby of the AMC 

Loew’s Theater in Danbury.  Afterwards we’ll go to John’s Best for Pizza and discussion. 

St. Paul’s 

Movie Club 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EynFdirgmY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EynFdirgmY
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 TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email Mary 

with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, March 10th 

Harriet Ross Tubman  
Liberator and Prophet, 1913 

 

 

W hile we remember Harriet Tubman, this amazing woman was already a legend in 
her own lifetime. 

Tubman’s life began as a slave in Maryland.  Had she been treated with kindness, she 
might never have become one of the most-famous conductors on the underground railroad 
or a spy for the Union during the American Civil War.  However, she experienced the full 
brutality of the slave system.  Her family members were sold south.  She was whipped to 

compel her to work night and day without sleep until her health broke.  One 
master even forced her to haul loads some men would have staggered under.  
At times she was flogged, starved, and threatened.  When she was thirteen, an 
overseer cracked her skull when he flung a two-pound weight at another 
slave. 
 But Tubman believed the gospel.  After her mother nursed her back to 
health, the faithful Christian girl prayed that her master would become a 
Christian.  However, when she learned that he was going to sell her south she 
pleaded, “Lord, if you ain’t never going to change that man’s heart, kill him, 
Lord...so he won’t do no more mischief.”  The master died suddenly.  
Tubman was horrified, knowing he must have gone to hell.  “Oh, then it 
’peared like I would give the world full of silver and gold, if I had it, to bring 
that poor soul back, I would give myself; I would give everything!  But he 
was gone, I couldn’t pray for him no more.” 
 Finally, Tubman and her brothers fled north.  By then she was a married 
woman, and she resolved by the Lord’s help to make a home for her family in 
the North and bring them there.  The frightened brothers turned back, but 
Tubman refused to stay in slavery, vowing never to be taken alive.  She said, 

“Lord, I'm going to hold steady on to You and You’ve got to see me through.” 
She was as good as her word, returning to Maryland nineteen times, first to attempt the 

rescue of her husband (who refused to join her) and later to lead over three hundred other 
slaves to safety.  Southern planters offered a $40,000 reward for her, dead or alive.  
However, she put her confidence in the Lord and was never caught. 

Tubman lived to be about 93 years old, dying on this day March 10, 1913 in a home for 
aged African-Americans that she had founded.  Today, statues and plaques commemorate 
Tubman.  President George H.W. Bush proclaimed Harriet Tubman Day on the day of her 
death in her memory, and the Post Office later issued a stamp in her honor.  

 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider 

them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ…” (Philippians 3:8) 

 

T he first commandment says that we shall not put 

other gods before the Lord.  Detaching ourselves 

from material possessions and considering them ”rubbish” 

does just that.  It strengthens our relationship with Jesus and 

allows us to live more freely and joyfully. 

Our Daily Bread - Our Daily Bread for March, 
April & May is now available on the table in the 
back of the church.  Our Daily Bread contains a 
scripture verse and meditation for each day. 

†  All You Need to Know and More 

About Freemasonry 

I n last night’s Lenten Series “Just 10” 

session, (click here to watch again) J 

John warns against having other God’s and 

Free Masonry in particular.  This prompted 

one of our more lively discussions.  Click here for 

more info on Freemasonry.  Click here for more info 

on Opposition to Freemasonry within Christianity.  

http://www.lentmadness.org/
http://www.lentmadness.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YP5ElkulQnk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opposition_to_Freemasonry_within_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opposition_to_Freemasonry_within_Christianity
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†  St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study 
 

Join us for our seven week video series- 
Anne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life. 

 

I f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still 
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves 

their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still 
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is 
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something 
more there is The Magnificent Obsession.  Gifted Bible teacher Anne 
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these 
struggles herself.  As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of 
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of 
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one 
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not 
knowing where that decision would take him.  Anne followed 
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he 

truly is, in an intensely personal relationship.  Through personal 
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she 
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as 
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. " 
 

We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm. 

 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne 
Graham Lotz 

 March 15  Session 2 Leave Everything Behind 

 April 5   Session 3 Let Everything Go 

 April 19   Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely 

 May 3  Session 5 Lift Everything Up 

 May 17   Session 6 Cast Everything Out 

 May 31  Session 7 Lay Everything Down 
 

Participants Guide is available at here.   

Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net 

http://www.christianbook.com/magnificent-obsession-participants-guide-embracing-filled/anne-lotz/9780310329831/pd/329830?event=ESRCG
mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net
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†  Time to Take Out the Trash 
 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 

away; behold, all things have become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17  
by Steve Hemming 

 

A s Romans 10:9 declares, when we confess with our mouths that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God and believe in our hearts that God raised Him from the 

dead, we are saved.  We are now reconciled to God through Jesus Christ so that we can 
walk in newness of life.  We are to no longer remember the former things, nor consider the 
things of old, for behold the Lord will do a “new thing” in our lives (Isaiah 43:18-19). 

In Philippians 3, the Apostle Paul considered the 
things that were once gain to him prior to his 
conversion, now as mere garbage; “But what things 
were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.  
Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as 
rubbish, that I may gain Christ” (verses 7-8).  In that 
same chapter, in reference to his life prior to salvation, 
Paul wrote that he was “forgetting the things which were 
behind and reaching forward to those things which are 
ahead” (v. 13).  Paul’s words offer us encouragement 
for how we can live our lives as new creations, by 
removing from our minds the junk of our past, in order 
to focus our thoughts and efforts on what lies in front of 
us.  And as we get rid of all the trash of former things 
and memories, we can “press towards the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (v. 14) 

Are you still thinking about those things in your 
past, before Jesus came into your life?  If so, then it is 
time to “take out the trash,” the regretful memories and things of old and leave them at the 
curb.  As we move forward in our lives, may we lay aside every weight, which includes 
forgetting those things which are behind, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith (Hebrews 12:1-2). 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers 
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

“T he Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.”  We show 
our gratitude for the many gifts God gives us by learning to know him 

better through prayer and study, by 
supporting the work of this parish, the 
diocese and the world, and by being 
present at worship, not only to be filled 
ourselves with His grace and nourishment 
through the Eucharist, but to offer 
support and encouragement to others 
who join us on this journey. 
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
February 15th 

Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:33.  Mary led us through 
David Williams Bible study asking the 
Vestry “ are you ready to be poured out as an 
offering, are you ready to follow God into 
places and service you are not comfortable 
with as an individual and as a Vestry?” Phil: 
4:12.  Mary Perry gave her testimony of how 
they came to St. Paul’s and how God took 
them through stages in their growth in his 
service, encouraging them in their ministries, 
walking beside them through extremely 
difficult times, always building their faith 
and trust. Now God has led them into a new 
ministry and they can’t wait to see what he 
has next for them .  The January  minutes 
were approved as circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: January was a good 
month with income exceeding expenses by 

$373.  Endowments are down 3% in January.  
The Capital Campaign owes the endowments 
$90,000, there is a total of $106,700 open on 
the pledges for the Capital Campaign. 
 

Committee Reports: Dave Allen reported 
that the Property Committee recommends 
forming a Safety Committee.  The Vestry 
agrees and asks the Property Committee to 
form this committee with at least one 
member of Property on the Safety 
Committee.  A new internet network has 
been installed throughout the church, with 

thanks to Dave Szen, Bill 
Schrull and Ken Perry.  
Separate reports were 
submitted by: Dave Allen 
for Property; Mary Perry for 
Prayer Team, Wellness, Beyond the Red 
Door and Stephen Ministry. 
 

Rector’s Report: Fr. Shepley welcomed 
the new Vestry members.  Ash Wednesday 
services were well attended. The Lenten 
program will be a soup supper on 
Wednesdays in Lent at 6:30 pm, followed by 
“Just 10,” a continuation of the study on the 
Ten Commandments from last Lent. 

Fr. Shepley expressed that he is blessed to be 
here with all of us. 
 

Old Business: The Vestry Retreat will be 
held at 9:00 am on March 12th at The 

Oratory of the Little Way in 
Gaylordsville, CT, an agenda will 
follow.  Please pray ahead of the 
retreat.  The pew cushions are being 
cleaned at no cost to us. 
 

New Business: Jack Collins asked 
if the heat in Crocker Hall could be 

turned down for Boot Camp.  Is it possible to 
be able to control the heat as needed?  Dave 
Allen will bring this up with Doug Melody. 
There will be a Safe Church training at St. 
Paul’s this spring, the date will follow.  
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 8:30 pm by with prayer by Fr. 
Shepley. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  Gardening Angels 
 

H ow does our front 

garden grow?  Very 

happily! 

 But the front garden duo 

would like to become a trio, 

or maybe even a quartet! 

 Needs are basic: weeding and watering, so good knees 

and a bendable back are important. 

 If you are interested please contact Mary Beth at 203-

775-6161 (durkin.mb@gmail.com) or Diane at 704-609-

6502 (froelickd@gmail.com).  

 

tel:203-775-6161
tel:203-775-6161
mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
tel:704-609-6502
tel:704-609-6502
mailto:froelickd@gmail.com
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T he Jericho’s Food & Clothing Pantry 
is only one of the Ministries at the 

Jericho Spring Street location that services 
the Danbury area.  The pantry is part of The 

Danbury Food 
Collaborative 
(DFC) and is 
supported by many 
congregations, 
including St. 
Paul’s. 
Currently St. Paul’s 
provides volunteers 
to staff the pantry 
the second 
Saturday of every 
month from 10:00 
am - 11:30am (the 
pantry hours).  It 

takes at least 10 volunteers to run the pantry 
properly and we have been able to step up to 
the challenge.  Additionally, St. Paul’s also 
makes a monetary donation of $1,200 a year, 
which goes towards buying fresh and healthy 
food. 

St. Paul’s 
also collects 
a variety of 
items for the 
pantry such 
as bagged 
bean, rice, 
clothing, 
children’s 
books, toilet 
paper, dish soap, travel size toiletries and 
reusable grocery bags.  We have set up a 
collection bin in Crocker Hall where you can 
donate items to the Jericho Food and 
Clothing Pantry. 

Please consider donating or volunteering, 
as a family, with a friend or by yourself.  I 
promise you will leave their blessed. Please 
contact Laurie DoBosh – ldobosh@tcco.com 
or 203-610-9731 for more details or to get on 
the email chain, or look for monthly updates 
in Sword Points. 

"Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven" - Matthew 

†  Mission Minute 
Jericho’s Food & Clothing Pantry 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-5-16/
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Anointing 
 

A nointing with oil, both for religious purposes and as part of the ordinary daily toilet 
was common practice in the ancient Near East, and is mentioned in early (pre-

Hebrew) writings from both Canaan and Egypt.  In the latter case the oil served as a 
moisturizer, an antiperspirant, and as an emollient.  Religious anointing first 
appears as a way of marking a person, place, or object as sacred.  The first 
recorded instance of such an anointing is when Jacob, awakening from his 
dream-encounter with the Lord erected a pillar and anointed it with oil.  In 
Exodus and Leviticus there (somewhat repetitive) directions for anointing 
Aaron and his sons with oil as part of their ordination process, and for 
anointing their vestments, the tabernacle, and its contents in order to 
dedicate them.  We also find a recipe for blending the oil with fragrant 
spices and a prohibition against using this blend for any secular anointing.*  
Anointing was also widely used (as in Egypt) 
for the making of Kings (and it is still the crucial 
ceremony at British coronations).  While the 
institution of kingship came late to Israel the 

anointing of the first kings is emphasized, and they came to be 
known by the title, “the Lord’s anointed.”† 

These Old Testament uses of oil do not appear directly in the 
New, though the anointing of kings provides the title Christ 
(translating Hebrew Messiah) as a designation for Jesus.  What 
we do find, however, is that the originally secular practice of using oil for healing 
(particularly in the treatment of wounds) as by the Good Samaritan is now becoming 
sacralized, as shown both in Mark and in James.  As the Christian church developed, this 
anointing of the sick took various local forms, but is widely attested as early as the first 
century.  In the Roman Catholic Church this rite was restricted to those very near death for 
most of the second millennium.  It’s more general use for the healing of the sick being 
restored only after Vatican II.  The oil used was, since about the 6th century, to be blessed by 
the bishop, and although at first almost anyone could 
anoint, this later was restricted to the priesthood, which is 
still normative in that church.  In the Reformed Churches the 
use of oil was generally abandoned, and seems to have been 
first restored in the Pentecostal churches.  In the Anglican 
tradition the use of unction reappeared informally under the 
influence of the Oxford Movement in the mid-19th century, 
and I have been told that later in that century the 
Archbishop of Canterbury licensed a laywoman to conduct a 
healing ministry which included anointing.  Forms for 
this purpose were provided in the American BCP (1928) and 
in the Scottish Prayer Book (1929), But in the Church of 
England official forms apparently had to wait for Common Worship (21st century).  Similar 
forms have also appeared in the Lutheran and some other Protestant churches.  The 
Orthodox churches have also maintained a rite of anointing for healing, but the form has 
become so complicated that it seems to have largely fallen into disuse.  These healing 
unctions use plain olive oil, blessed for the purpose by a bishop (in usual Western practice) 
or by a priest (Orthodox and optional Anglican usage) and known as oil of the sick.‡   

Other forms of anointing, mostly derived from the Old Testament, are not mentioned in 
the New, but became common in the Christian Church.  
These include the anointing of kings (and queens), once 
common in both Western and Eastern Christendom but 
now restricted to Britain and Tonga and anointing as 
part of ordination rites (for priests and bishops).  In 
addition there is also a very early practice of a post-
Baptismal anointing.  In Eastern usage this is the direct 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=324572995
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=324583866
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=324583994
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=324584305
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=324584610
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=324586276
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=324588498
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=324588866
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonga
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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equivalent of our Confirmation rite, but is part of the same Baptism service.  In the West the 
same practice was originally followed, but Confirmation came to be reserved for the Bishop 
and thus separated from Baptism.  This anointing 
was often duplicated at both services, but 
sometimes attached to one or the other.  After the 
Reformation these anointings were largely 
abandoned (except for English and a few other 
coronations) but, again under Oxford Movement 
influence, found their way back into informal 
Anglican practice, and there is now official 
provision for the post-Baptismal anointing in our 
1979 BCP.  These anointings all normally use 
chrism, a scented oil (based on the recipe from 
Exodus) and consecrated for the purpose by a bishop.  Chrism is also commonly used at the 
setting apart of altars, chalices, and patens, and sometimes also for bells.§ 

A third form of oil, called simply Holy Oil or Oil of the Catechumens may be used to 
anoint candidates for Baptism and also to anoint church furnishings and the like.  It is 
intended as a spiritual protection against evil.  Like the other oils it largely dropped out of 
use in the Reformed Churches, and while it too has been informally restored in some places, 
it has no official place in our Prayer Book.♦ 

 
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

 
* Smith, William, Smith's Bible Dictionary ,s.v.  Anointing, 1901; and Orr, James, General Editor, International 

Standard Bible Encyclopedia, s.v.  Anointing, 1915.  Both are here. 
† Ibid.. 
‡ Lizette Larson-Miller, “Rites of Reconciliation and Healing in Christian History”, Oxford Research 

Encyclopedias, 2015 
§ Wikipedia, s.v. Anointing 
♦ Ibid,  Also see Wikipedia, s.v. Oil of catechumens 

(Continued from page 10) Anointing 

 

Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register 
online - click here for page with registration links. 
  
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity  

 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford 

 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville 

 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire 

 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon 

 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m, St. Paul's, Brookfield 

 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk 

 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m , St. John's, Niantic 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/anointing/
http://religion.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199340378.001.0001/acrefore-9780199340378-e-71
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anointing#Religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oil_of_catechumens
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEFO8OndFkpV8d8MbnFPurDTIPuU1FYJzfIPqnzPxwZbldLLRnPl-Fkr3RLa8avlV_vyiuDjmmQZnxvVOV-VT9buG_0H9RwGKiQ6adE9piYWCEpEN5imJmaAxxd9fwnEkYl9BYGhPFep6mk6Y2XW9g2-DCrS9GFed0yehp-Kx1OiITcRaEgpJsJDoi2qyYJqwUVJqqDImlD1jurNoy-NKm0aQ5CAi_SHMsGn
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEFO8OndFkpV8d8MbnFPurDTIPuU1FYJzfIPqnzPxwZbldLLRnPl-Fkr3RLa8avlV_vyiuDjmmQZnxvVOV-VT9buG_0H9RwGKiQ6adE9piYWCEpEN5imJmaAxxd9fwnEkYl9BYGhPFep6mk6Y2XW9g2-DCrS9GFed0yehp-Kx1OiITcRaEgpJsJDoi2qyYJqwUVJqqDImlD1jurNoy-NKm0aQ5CAi_SHMsGn
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SAVE THE DATE: ALPHA is back by popular demand! 
ALPHA is all about making new friends who meet together for 

dinner and share in an open small group discussion about life, faith, 
and God. 

Please save Saturday,  April 9th through Saturday, June 18th 
for Alpha.  This year Alpha groups will run on several nights each 
week in private homes and at church.  Our large group kick off 
will start on April 9th at 5:30pm at St. Paul's church. Stay 
tuned for announcements and sign-ups! 
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Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a 
warm way makes 

them feel good about 
their presence in 

church. 
 

At St. Paul’s, we are 
always looking for people who feel 

called to serve in this important ministry. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points 
Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

Opening Hymn I Sing the Almighty Power of God 
Gradual Hymn King of Glory, King of Peace 
Offertory Hymn When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
Closing Hymn In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 

I Sing the Almighty Power of God 
 

I saac Watts was the author of this hymn, along with many other 
favorites such as "Joy to the World," "O God, Our Help in Ages Past," 

and "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" (our offertory hymn this Sunday). 
 As a young man, Watts served as pastor of the Mark Lane Church in 
London.  However, in 1712, at the age of 38, he suffered an emotional 
breakdown that limited his activities.  However, he was blessed to have good 

friends to take care of him, in particular Sir Thomas and Lady 
Abney, with whom he lived for the last 36 years of his life. 
 Even though he never married, Watts enjoyed children and 
published the first hymnal designed expressly for children.  
This hymn, "I Sing the Mighty Power of God," was one of the 
hymns that he wrote for that hymnal.  He intended it to be sung 
by children. 
 While the words of this hymn sound nothing like the songs 
being written for children today, it speaks of God making 
mountains rise - and spreading the flowing seas abroad - and 
building the lofty skies.  It tells of a sun that rules the day - and 
a moon that shines at God's command - and stars that all obey.  
These are word images that children can, at some level, 
understand.  Watts knew that, by singing words such as these 
over and over again, children would come to understand 
something of God's creation, his providence, and his love. 
 What Watts could not have understood, is that his hymns 
would also be sung by adults, sung gladly, and sung in places 
of which he had never known, and for centuries after his death 

(Watts died in 1748).         - Copyright 2008, Richard Niell Donovan 

 

Want to listen in to what 
we’ll be singing on Sunday 
at 10:30?  Or do you want 
to listen to a song from last 

week once more? 
  You can listen on Spotify by 

clicking here: 
St. Paul's 10:30 
Service  This 
week’s songs 
are: King of 
Heaven, Good 
Good Father, 
Come As You 
Are, & Set a 
Fire 

Do you have a spare cane not being used at home?  From time to 

time we need one at church.  Bring it to church and leave 

it by the restrooms in Crocker Hall or by the 

front door.  Thanks. 
 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DhTo2SSmsFc
https://vimeo.com/133225365
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9EikGeNuoBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbu2O_AGoz4
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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†  Jesus Anointed at Bethany *  Actually this window isn’t 

from a church in 

Connecticut or even from an 

Episcopal Church. 

Robert Fertitta provides this 

stained glass window from the 

Larchmont Avenue Presbyterian 

Church in Larchmont, NY. 

It was created by Nicola 

D’Ascenzo (1871-1954), an 

Italian immigrant, whose stained 

glass windows appear throughout 

the US, most notably at the 

National Cathedral in Washington 

and at Riverside Church in New 

York City.   

†  Easter Memorials 
  

There are envelopes on the back table for anyone 

wishing to have flowers in the church for Easter 

Sunday in memory of loved ones and friends.  All 

names will be listed in the Easter bulletin and are 

due by Palm Sunday, March 20th.  Any questions 

may be directed to Gail Winkley at 203-775-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  Thank you! 

* 

In our Gospel reading for 

Sunday depicted here (John 

12:1-8), Mary is shown 

anointing Jesus’ feet with an 

expensive perfume with Judas 

objecting.  Jesus, with a wave 

of his hand, is dismissive, 

saying “Leave her alone … You 

will always have the poor 

among you, but you will not 

always have me.”  

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  Blind Auction on April 2nd 
 

O n Saturday, April 2nd, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction to raise 
funds for our summer mission trip to West Virginia.  And you are invited!  Last 

years auction included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tick-
ets to a local concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and more!  We ex-
pect to have just as many fantastic items up for auction this year.  There is no admission 
price, and families are always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only 
raffle.  Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there! 

We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and busi-
nesses to help make the evening a success.  Please consider 
helping us in the following ways: 

Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, un-
wrapped toys for a kids only raffle during the auction.  We 
are also looking for a few volunteers to help work behind 
the scenes the evening of the event. 

Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in 
with your small group or ministry group to donate a 
themed basket or auction item.  It could be anything 
from a spa gift basket to food items (jams, jellies, 
baked goods), to a family movie night basket.  Or 
maybe perhaps a party theme basket, gardening or 
quilting basket, or even a date night basket for 
busy parents.  

Businesses: If you own or work at a local business please consider donating an item or 
service from your business such as a gift card to your restaurant or store, a consultation by a 
professional, or a donation of landscaping, snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc.  It’s a 
great way to support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron! 

We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, March 20th.  Please sign 
up during coffee hour to help out with the auction.  Thank you! 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

March 13th 8 am - Lois Hunt 10:30 am - Lisa Meyer 
March 20th 8 am - Lori O’Hara 10:30 am - Nicole O’Connors 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 

 

As a service to our 

readers we provide 

this song to help 

you remember to 

“Spring Ahead” this 

weekend.  Click on 

the clock below if 

you desire musical 

accompaniment. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVp2csNbtEg
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Kitchen scene with Christ in the house of Martha and Mary  
Velázquez, 1618 

 

M artha is clearly unhappy.  She has been left with the preparation of a meal, while 
her sister Mary sits entranced at the feet of their honored guest, Jesus.  There is a 

second figure in the foreground, not mentioned in the gospel story.  This painting is given 
an air of ambiguity by the figure standing behind Martha.  Who is she, and what is she 
meant to represent?  Is she pointing towards Mary in the next room, feeding Martha's 
resentment at the unfair load of work she has to carry?  Or is she pointing to Jesus, telling 
Martha that she too should be listening, instead of wasting these precious moments in the 
kitchen?  Velázquez 
was a court painter 
who was paid to make 
his courtly subjects 
appear impassive - a 
detached demeanor 
was de rigueur for 
royalty.  On the other 
hand, he could show 
emotion in a biblical 
subject's face.  But 
what emotion is this 
girl showing?  And 
what is the old woman 
saying?  Bible 
reference for this 
scene: Luke 10:38-42. 

Diego Rodríguez 
de Silva y Velázquez 
(1599 - 1660) was a Spanish painter who was the leading artist in the court of King Philip 
IV and one of the most important painters of the Spanish Golden Age.  

 

†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each 

Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on 
the way to communion.  Then take a card from the bowl either 
right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  
How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for and 
that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just be 
praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - 
please send your request to St. Paul’s at 
prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

T hank you to our Prayer Shawl Ministry who provide a non-

stop supply of unique hand made shawls that are blessed 

and given to shut-ins, people in hospitals and others needing a 

special healing touch.  May they continue to cradle the 

recipients in hope, keep them in joy and wrapped in 

God’s love. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A38-42
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

C onsequently, faith comes from hearing the message, 

and the message is heard through the word about 

Christ. 

Romans 10:17 

T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30-

10:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on 

the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley. 

†  Easter Egg 
Hunt! 

 

S t. Paul's Annual 

Easter Egg Hunt 

will be held on 

Saturday, March 26th 

from 10 to 11:30 am.  

All are invited to 

attend and students in 

grade 5 and under can 

join in on 

the 

Easter 

Egg hunt.  

Invite 

family 

and 

friends 

and come 

enjoy a special Easter 

snack, craft and lesson! 

We would greatly 

appreciate candy 

donations and will be 

collecting them in a 

basket at the back of 

the church starting this 

Sunday.  We are also 

looking for a volunteer 

to provide a special 

Easter themed snack 

for those that attend.  Please contact 

Nicole O'Connors at 

nmoconnors@gmail.com if you can 

help.  Thank you in advance for 

your support. 

H ow many year's wages did Judas 

estimate the perfume was worth? 

a) 1     b) 3     c) 5 

John 12:5 NIV  

$$ 

http://dailyverses.net/romans/10/17
mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=John+12:5&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Socks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the Homeless   
 

H omeless people are on their feet all day, and the 

only pair of socks they own are very likely to be 

threadbare.  This year we are collecting socks and toiletries 

for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter 

months.  Place donations in the bins in the back of the 

church or Crocker Hall. 

 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

A Gift of Extravagant Love 
 

Isaiah 43:16-21 

O ur Hebrew scripture lection tells how the same Lord who brought the people though the 
Red Sea waters and crushed the army of the Egyptians will do a new thing in this day 

when God will bring the people home though the wilderness.  No longer need the Israelites only 
remember the things the Lord did for them in the past.  It is the end of the exile; again God 
forms the chosen people.  A safe way will be made in the wilderness, and rivers will flow in the 
barren desert. 

Psalm 126 
A song of hope and joy sung to the Lord, who restores the fortunes of God’s 

people. 
Philippians 3:4b-14 

In our epistle the apostle Paul can boast of his religious background, yet 
nothing matters in comparison with knowing Christ as his Lord.  If righteousness 
were to be based on a legalistic understanding of religion, Paul has any number of 

points in his favor.  But all such privilege he now 
counts as garbage so that he may belong to Christ 
though faith and share in his sufferings.  Forgetting 
what lies behind, he presses on toward the call 
ahead. 

John 12:1-8 
 In our gospel story Jesus, but a few days before 
his passion, is at supper with Lazarus, Martha, and 
Mary when Mary anoints his feet with costly ointment.  She then 
wipes his feet with her hair.  Jesus links her action to his final 
anointing at burial, but Judas, seeking personal gain, chastises 
them over the cost of the perfume and invokes the needs of the 
poor.  This action fits the extreme nature of the moment, Jesus 
counsels.  Love like Mary’s will not overlook the poor. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

"D o you want mercy for yourself and justice for 

everyone else?"  Finding yourself in the story of 

the Prodigal Son.  To replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our sermon archives as well. 

 

John 12:1-8 
In this passage, John has 

Mary portray the shocking 

intimacy of loyalty, trust, 

and bonding with Jesus 

that over-rides cultural 

norms; and contrasts that 

with the disloyalty and 

dishonesty of Judas.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent5_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Grace & St. Peter’s, Hamden; Christ Church 
Cathedral, Hartford; Good Shepherd, Hartford. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Bishops, ECCT staff, and parish employees, and 
their families. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Ed Licence, 
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs & 
Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Malaysia; the people of the Democratic Republic of São Tomé and 
Príncipe; our sister and brother members of the Old Order River Brethren. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March. 
.....Pathways Danbury Youth Ministries, (ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership), which 
serves youth who are at risk of dropping out of high school through the Naomi Mentoring 
Project for girls; Pathways Academy middle school for boys; Pathways Danbury mentoring 
program for boys; and S.A.Y. Yes! Youth Center after-school and summer tutoring, 
academic support and whole-life program. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Gail Winkley, quick healing and comfort of broken ribs suffered in a recent fall; and 
thanks for her getting out and about. 
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old; 
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for 
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church.  Daniel Smith, purpose and peace. 
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for 
his mother, wife and child. 
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's 
loving embrace. 
…..Mike Chengeri (Mike’s father), healing as he is currently in the hospital in New Jersey.  
.....Our Vestry Retreat on Saturday, for wisdom as they seek God’s will for our Parish. 

Almighty everliv-

ing God, you are 

always more ready 

to hear than we to 

pray, and to give 

more than we de-

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

The Most Reverend Michael Bruce 
Curry, Presiding Bishop of the 

Episcopal Church, speaks about the 
Jesus Movement in this video for 

the 194th Convention of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Georgia.  

Prayer is the light of the soul, true knowledge of God, a mediator 

between God and men. Prayer lifts the soul into the heavens 

where it hugs God in an indescribable embrace. The soul seeks 

the milk of God like a baby crying for the breast. It fulfils its own 

vows and receives in exchange gifts better than anything that can 

be seen or imagined.  

Prayer is a go-between linking us to God. It gives joy to the soul 

and calms its emotions. I warn you, though: do not imagine that 

prayer is simply words. Prayer is the desire for God, an indescrib-

able devotion, not given by man but brought about by God’s 

grace. As St Paul says: For when we cannot choose words in or-

der to pray properly, the Spirit himself intercedes on our behalf in 

a way that could never be put into words. 

Anonymous fourth-century homily 

http://www.graceandstpeters.org/
http://www.cccathedral.org/
http://www.cccathedral.org/
http://www.cgshartfordct.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaysia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A3o_Tom%C3%A9_and_Pr%C3%ADncipe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A3o_Tom%C3%A9_and_Pr%C3%ADncipe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Order_River_Brethren
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.pdymct.net/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0mwelf8Om0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0mwelf8Om0C:/Users/Carla/Documents/0%20holding%20folder
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

Totally Random Fact 
 

D id you know....... that the 
clock of the Victoria Clock 
Tower (pictured) spent the 

first three years inside a tower, where 
its chime could be heard but its face 
could not be seen?  

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Laurie DoBosh, 
Mary Beth Durkin, Karen 

Greeley, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, 
Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Dori 
McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Reyna Sampson, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Sir Arthur, 
David Szen, Pam 
Szen, and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

S ir Arthur was delighted to learn that last week’s video of the 

Poodle playing the guitar was a BIG hit with David Greeley.  

It was a great incentive for him to get dressed quickly for school so 

he would have enough time to see the doggie that made him giggle 

and giggle!  So Sir Arthur did a little more searching for David and 

found this dog that plays the drums!  This dog’s name is Bonnie. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Clock_Tower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Clock_Tower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chime_%28bell_instrument%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clock_face
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGB91B3Gfxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGB91B3GfxcC:/Users/dszen_000.SAINT_PAULS/Documents/Israel%20Pix%202012

