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† "Journey into Holy Week"
Almighty God, we pray you
graciously to behold this your
family, for whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be betrayed,
and given into the hands of
sinners, and to suffer death upon
the cross; who now lives and
reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen. (Collect for Good Friday)
Dear Family of St. Paul's,

W

e are about to enter into the
heart of the Christian year
liturgically. Beginning with our
Palm Sunday procession, we will
make our journey into Holy Week,
meditating on our Lord's willing
path of suffering for us.
I encourage you to attend at least
one Holy Week service as we
prepare for the joy of Easter. The
solemnity of the week brings us
ever closer to knowing the living
Jesus, and as a spiritual family, we
will grow closer to God and one
another as we enter into Christ's
passion.
As the above Collect proclaims,
we are that family for whom the
Son of God laid down his life: O
come, let us adore Him.
Faithfully your Rector,

† Happy Birthday to You!

L

aurie DoBosh & Elaine Skewis celebrate today! Friday is the
big day for Kenneth Brown & Sandy Chaleski. Charles
Connors & Rachel Melody will be opening presents on Saturday.
Clayton Ferry & Marion Franklin will be blowing out candles on
Sunday. Ralph Franklin will be another year older and wiser on Monday.
Have a blessed day everyone!
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† OK, Who Stole the Mona Lisa?

I

n Fr. Joe’s sermon last Sunday he told the story of a
painting that went missing from the Louvre in Paris.
Click here for more information on the theft and recovery of
this iconic painting.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Mar 17 Sat, Mar 19

5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
5:00 pm

-

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters. Guild Room
Marriage Course, Crocker Hall

St. Joseph

-

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday

Sun, Mar 20 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group & Juniors, Crocker Hall

7:00 pm

-

Stephen Ministry, Guild Room

9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm

-

Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Tenebrae

10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

-

Holy Communion II & Healing
“Ten Commandments,” AMC Loews, Danbury
Music Night, Sanctuary

5:45 pm
7:30 pm

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Foot Washing,
Holy Communion & Stripping of the Altar

10:00 am
12:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

-

Ecumenical Good Friday Walk
Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion
Stations of the Cross
Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
7:30 pm

-

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Children’s Easter Celebration
The Great Vigil of Easter

7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Contemporary Holy Communion
Contemporary Holy Communion

Monday in Holy Week

Mon, Mar 21 Tue, Mar 22 -

Wed, Mar 23 -

Tuesday in Holy Week

Sat, Mar 26

Wednesday in Holy Week

Maundy Thursday

Thu, Mar 24 -

Fri, Mar 25

Click Below to

Good Friday

-

Holy Saturday

-

Click Below to

Sun, Mar 27 -
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, March 17th

Patrick

Bishop and Missionary of Ireland, 461

P

atrick was born into a Christian family somewhere on the northwest coast of Britain
in about 390. His grandfather had been a Christian priest and his father, Calpornius,
a deacon. Calpornius was an important official in the late Roman imperial government of
Britain.
It was not unusual in this post-Constantinian period for
such state officials to be in holy orders. When Patrick was
about sixteen, he was captured by a band of Irish slaveraiders. He was carried off to Ireland and forced to serve as a
shepherd. When he was about twenty-one, he escaped and
returned to Britain, where he was educated as a Christian. He
tells us that he took holy orders as both presbyter and bishop,
although no particular see is known as his at this time. A
vision then called him to return to Ireland. This he did about
the year 431.
Tradition holds that Patrick landed not far from the place
of his earlier captivity, near what is
now known as Downpatrick (a
“down” or “dun” is a fortified hill, the
stronghold of a local Irish king). He then began a remarkable process
of missionary conversion throughout the country that continued until
his death, probably in 461. He made his appeal to the local
kings and through them to their tribes. Christianizing the old
pagan religion as he went, Patrick erected Christian churches
over sites already regarded as sacred, had crosses carved on old
druidic pillars, and put sacred wells and springs under the
protection of Christian saints.
Many legends of Patrick’s Irish missionary travels possess
substrata of truth, especially those telling of his conversion of the three major
Irish High
Kings. At Armagh, he is said to have established his principal church. To this day, Armagh
is regarded as the primatial see of all Ireland.
Two works are attributed to Patrick: an autobiographical Confession, in which he tells
us, among other things, that he was criticized by his contemporaries for lack of learning, and
a Letter to Coroticus, a British chieftain. The Lorica or St. Patrick’s Breastplate (“I bind
unto myself today”) is probably not his, but it expresses his faith and zeal.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Transforming Stewardship
““I tell you, Peter, before the cock crows this day, you will deny
three times that you know me.” (Luke 22:34)

H

ow many times have you heard someone make a disparaging
comment about Jesus or the Christian faith? How do you
react? Do you remain quiet not to cause a disturbance or worst yet, because
you don’t want your friends or family to think negatively about you? Pray for
the courage to speak up and enter into a respectful dialogue.

Our Daily Bread - Our Daily Bread for March,
April & May is now available on the table in the
back of the church. Our Daily Bread contains a
scripture verse and meditation for each day.

† Where We Went to
Church Last Sunday
The Powell’s were recently in
Newport, RI and they found St.
John the Evangelist. That’s Audrey
& Jack pictured on the
steps. St. John’s has a
mysterious red mark on
a wall that’s seen as
a sign of Jesus!

5

† St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study
Join us for our seven week video seriesAnne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life.

I

f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves
their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something
more there is The Magnificent Obsession. Gifted Bible teacher Anne
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these
struggles herself. As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not
knowing where that decision would take him. Anne followed
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he
truly is, in an intensely personal relationship. Through personal
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. "
We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm.
 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne
Graham Lotz
 March 15
Session 2 Leave Everything Behind
 April 5
Session 3 Let Everything Go
 April 19
Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely
 May 3
Session 5 Lift Everything Up
 May 17
Session 6 Cast Everything Out
 May 31
Session 7 Lay Everything Down
Participants Guide is available at here.
Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† Only Believe
“As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the ruler of the
synagogue, “Do not be afraid; only believe.”
Mark 5:36

by Steve Hemming

N

ot coincidentally, the Lord led me to the above verserecently. I’ve been grappling
with fear a lot as of late, and it has been testing my faith. Jesus our Lord spoke the
words, “Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well” (Luke 8:50) to Jairus, the
ruler of the synagogue, when He heard that his daughter had died. Jesus then went to Jairus’
home and raised his 12-year old back to life (Luke 8:54-56, Mark 5:41-42).
The word “believe” is found 120 times in the
Gospels (NKJV). Jesus consistently told all who
came into contact with Him to believe. Many did
believe Him, and sadly, many others didn’t. The
same holds true today.
BELIEVE IN JESUS FOR SALVATION
Mark 16:16; John 1:7 & 12; John 3:15-16, 6:35
& 40, 47, 69, 11:25-27, 12:42-46, 14:1-11, 16:29-30,
17:8, 20-21
BELIEVE IN THE WORD
Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 8:11-15; John 2:22, 4:3942, 5:24, 8:30-31
BELIEVE FOR HEALING
Matthew 9:27-31; Mark 9:14-29; John 4:49-53,
9:35-38
BELIEVE FOR MIRACLES
Mark 16:17-18; John 1:50, 6:28-30, 7:38, 14:12, 20:8, 29-31
FAILURE TO BELIEVE
Matthew 21:23-32, 27:41-43; Mark 15:31-33; Luke 8:11-14, 22:66-68; John 3:18, & 36,
5:36-47, 6:64, 7:5, 8:24, 45-46, 9:18, 10:25-26, 12:37-40
Jesus never suggested that we “sometimes” believe, or believe “most of the time,” but
commanded us to only believe. True faith leaves no room for doubt. Do you believe?

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

“M

ake your face to shine upon your servant, and in
your loving kindness save me.” And our everloving God reaches out with all his
mercy, time after time, to bring help
and consolation to those who put
their whole trust in Him as faithful
stewards of his blessings and gifts.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Foot Washing

T

he practice of washing people’s feet as a religious ceremony goes back, of course, to
John’s account of Jesus doing this with his disciples at the Last Supper. To
summarize: Jesus gets up from the table during the meal, removes his outer garment, ties a
towel around his waist, pours water into a bowl, washes the disciples
feet, and finally dries them with the towel. Afterwards he tells them
that he has done this as an example of loving one another, and that they
should do this also. Interestingly, the New Testament never describes
the disciples doing this, though they certainly do undertake a life of
service. The one other reference to foot washing as a Christian practice
is in 1 Timothy where it is listed as one of the charitable works that
would allow a widow to be enrolled (as one who served and could be
supported by the church). Here it is not a ritual act but simply a form
of service, and probably without most of the specific actions (other than
the actual washing) performed by Jesus.
Of course the Gospels do speak of several instances of foot washing as an act of
preparation for a meal* and the rabbis write of similar
practices also. Here we read that a wife might be expected to
perform this service for her husband, but outside of such a
family situation one would be expected to perform this task
for oneself – indeed a Hebrew slave could not be asked to do
this though a Gentile one might. This clearly points to
Christ’s action as one of self-abasement. It is also interesting
that Exodus directs the priests to wash their hands and feet in
a bronze laver before going to the altar, and it has been
suggested that this washing at the Last Supper was in effect
part of an ordination ceremony for the Apostles. †
In Christian ritual the practice can only clearly be traced back as far as the seventh
century, but fourth century writers cite the custom of washing altars (and often the floors
and walls of the church) as a representation of our
Lord’s actions. After that time forms for this rite
are found in both Eastern and Western churches.
In most of the Eastern Churches this rite is
reserved to a bishop or abbot so does not
ordinarily form part of parish worship. In these
churches the ceremony normally takes place
during the Liturgy, either after Communion or at
the time of the Gospel reading. At either time
John 13:1-17 is read during the procedure. In the
West multiple forms are found, varying in the
psalms and prayers to be used, in the number and rank of people to wash and to be washed,
and in the location of the ceremony. Almost universally, however, the rite was not
associated with the Eucharist but came later in the day – often after the stripping and
washing of the altar. It was only in 1955 that the Roman Church adopted the practice of
incorporating this ceremony into the Mass, placing it after the Sermon, and (though the
details differ) our 1979 BCP adopted the same pattern. ‡
At the time of the Reformation and since, many of the more radically reformed churches
including various Baptist groups, Seventh Day Adventists,
Amish, and others maintain
o you have a question you
the practice as an Ordinance
would like answered by our parallel to the Eucharist and
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
a Fellowship meal.
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
Anglican churches seem to
have revived the practice
historical or other inquiries to:
under the aegis of the
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Foot Washing

Oxford movement, and some Lutheran and other liturgical churches have also revived it in
more recent years.§
One direct survival of the ceremony in England was the royal Maundy which can be
traced back to King John, and is still practiced today
though the actual foot washing (then performed by the
Royal Almoner) ended in 1737. Actual attendance by
the monarch was sporadic and there is no record of
such participation from 1698 to 1932. Royal
participation resumed under George V and the present
Queen has missed only four of these services since her
accession in 1952.♦
As some of you know my mother lived for several
years in Italy, and I recall her telling me once of
attending the Maundy service at the local cathedral. In
accordance with local custom twelve poor men of the town had been chosen to have their
feet washed and in this case only one foot would be involved. What struck her was that
each of them had not only carefully scrubbed that foot (and only that one) well in advance,
but had also stuck sprigs of parsley between their toes. Contrast this with the sandaled feet
of the Apostles that would have genuinely needed washing.

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

At the wedding in Cana, for example, the water was changed into wine in jars normally containing water for
the washing of feet. In last Sunday’s Gospel we read one (of several) accounts of Jesus’ feet being washed/
anointed. In one of the other accounts, Simon, the host, is criticized for failing to provide water for Jesus to wash
his feet.
†
Patheos (blog), “Understanding the Washing of Feet.
‡
J. W. Tyrer, Historical Survey of Holy Week Its services and Ceremonial, Oxford & London, 1932, pp. 44, 109
-111; and Wikipedia, s.v. Foot washing
§
Wikipedia, op.cit.
♦
Wikipedia, s.v. Royal Maundy

† One of My Favorite Prayers
If I believe that God is Almighty, The Alpha and Omega,
all powerful, all knowing and that God who loves us and is
merciful; I do not need to tell him what to do he knows what is
best for those I pray for.
- Rev. Carolyn Legg

A

lmighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us, all
whose names we do not know, and all whose needs are
known only to you, to your never-failing care and love, for this
life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for them
better things than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register
online - click here for page with registration links.
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity
 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford
 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville
 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire
 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon
 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m, St. Paul's, Brookfield
 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk
 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m , St. John's, Niantic
9

SAVE THE DATE: ALPHA is back by popular demand!
ALPHA is all about making new friends who meet together for
dinner and share in an open small group discussion about life, faith, and
God.
Please save Saturday, April 9th through Saturday, June 18th for
Alpha. This year Alpha groups will run on several nights each week in
private homes and at church. Our large group kick off will start on
April 9th at 5:30pm at St. Paul's church. Stay tuned for announcements and sign-ups! Contact Tara Shepley Tbshepley@gmail.com

10

† Choir Practice for Sword Points
Readers

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)
Opening Hymn
Offertory Hymn
Closing Hymn

All Glory, Laud, and Honor
At the Name of Jesus
Ride On Ride on in Majesty

All Glory, Laud, and Honor

L

ife, which has cast both smiles and frowns on Theodulf, now frowns. He is facing
imprisonment in the year 818. As a refugee from Spain, which was overrun by
Moorish conquerors in the eighth century, Theodulf had made his way to Italy where he
became an abbot, and from there he moved on to the court of Charlemagne.
Always on the lookout for literary talent, Charlemagne
appointed him bishop of Orleans. Theodulf wrote poems and
epitaphs for state occasions and served as scholar, church reformer,
educator, and theological advisor to the Frankish emperor. His
writings included sermons and theological treatises on baptism and
the Holy Spirit. He opposed the use of icons and revised the text of
the Bible. But following Charlemagne’s death in 814, his sons
squabbled over his empire, which began to tear apart.
Now, in 818, one of these sons, Louis the Pious, suspects
Theodulf of conniving with an Italian rival. He strips Theodulf of
his honors and orders him to a monastery in Angiers on the River
Maine.
The walls of Saint-Aubin seal him in. Lost to him is his
personal estate at Germigny. Lost is the radiant chapel he built
there. No more will he be called to direct the church or write
epitaphs for the imperial court.
There is, however, a greater emperor by far, to whom he can
appeal and from whom earthly rulers can never deny him access.
He need never lose this other emperor’s favor. Walls cannot shut
him out. However much Theodulf bemoans the injustice done to
him, he can still laud the King of Kings. In his monastic cell, he composes the verses of one
of the greatest paeans ever written to our savior:
“All glory, laud, and honor
to thee, redeemer, king
To whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.”
Within four years of the start of his imprisonment, Theodulf dies. More than a thousand
years later, an English translation of his hymn will remain a favorite in the church’s Palm
Sunday festivities.
- Dan Graves

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a
warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
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† Holy Week

R

obert Fertitta provides these
stained glass windows from Trinity
Church in Torrington at the suggestion of
John Tuthill. As a former parishioner,
John remembers these
scenes of Jesus’ Palm
Sunday entry into
Jerusalem and of the Last
Supper.
These windows are the
creation of Len R.
Howard, who is
considered by some to be
among the most beautiful
stained glass creations of
mid-20th century America.
Len also made our
windows in Brookfield!

The Spiritual Eye of the Little Ones
Jesus acts - and the same Spirit
that inspires his action moves in those about him, revealing to them
its meaning. Simultaneously, their eyes see the Lord as he rides
through the street, and their spirit sees what is behind the event.
The physical eye and the spiritual are one.
And those who so truly 'saw' in that hour were not the particularly
talented, neither truly geniuses nor in any way the elite or the
mighty, but' the common people,' those who happened to be in the
streets at the time. For the power that opened their eyes and hearts
was not human power, but the Spirit of God moving among men.
Indeed, it is “the little ones,” possessors of the kingdom of heaven,
as Jesus calls them, who are particularly free and open to the
workings of the Spirit, for in them it can operate untrammelled by
the consciousness of their own human value.
This then is God's hour; were the masses to reject it, the stones
beneath their feet would proclaim the Messiah. It is the last, Godgiven chance.
-Romano Guardini 1885-1968
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† Blind Auction on April 2nd

O

n Saturday, April 2nd, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction to raise
funds for our summer mission trip to West Virginia. And you are invited! Last
years auction included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tickets to a local concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and more! We expect to have just as many fantastic items up for auction this year. There is no admission
price, and families are always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only
raffle. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there!
We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and businesses to help make the evening a success. Please consider
helping us in the following ways:
Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys for a kids only raffle during the auction. We
are also looking for a few volunteers to help work behind
the scenes the evening of the event.
Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in
with your small group or ministry group to donate a
themed basket or auction item. It could be anything
from a spa gift basket to food items (jams, jellies,
baked goods), to a family movie night basket. Or
maybe perhaps a party theme basket, gardening or
quilting basket, or even a date night basket for
busy parents.
Businesses: If you own or work at a local business please consider donating an item or
service from your business such as a gift card to your restaurant or store, a consultation by a
professional, or a donation of landscaping, snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc. It’s a
great way to support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron!
We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, March 20th. Please sign
up during coffee hour to help out with the auction. Thank you!
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Saturday, March 19th

St. Joseph

I

n the face of circumstances that distressed even a man of such tenderness and
obedience to God as Joseph, he accepted the vocation of protecting Mary and being a
father to Jesus. He is honored in Christian
tradition for the nurturing care and protection
he provided for the infant Jesus and his
mother in taking them to Egypt to escape
Herod’s slaughter of the innocents, and in
rearing him as a faithful Jew at Nazareth. The
Gospel according to Matthew pictures Joseph
as a man of deep devotion, open to mystical
experiences, and as a man of compassion, who
accepted his God-given responsibility with
gentleness and humility.
Joseph was a pious Jew, a descendant of
David, and a carpenter by trade. As Joseph
the Carpenter, he is considered the patron
saint of the working man, one who not only
worked with his hands, but taught his trade to Jesus. The little that is told of him is a
testimony to the trust in God which values simple everyday duties, and gives an example of
a loving husband and father.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
March 20th 8 am - Lori O’Hara 10:30 am - Nicole O’Connors
March 27th Easter Day—No Coffee Hours
April 4th 8 am - Pam Szen
10:30 am - Amy Boyce

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.

S

† Mission Trip to Haiti for
Jack Collins’ Daughter, Silvie

ilvie Collins is volunteering with VOSH and her grandparents to
provide free eye care to the Haitians in the Pont Sonde region of Haiti.
Her grandparents, Paul and Anita, have been running this mission for 11
years - this is no vacation! I will be loading and unloading gear, helping to
prep patients for treatment and doing eye exams. All of the money that I
raise goes directly to the trip - and any extra goes right to VOSH. Click
HERE to learn more about the mission and how to help fund it.

† Easter Memorials
There are envelopes on the back table for anyone
wishing to have flowers in the church for Easter Sunday in
memory of loved ones and friends. All names will be
listed in the Easter bulletin and are due by Palm Sunday,
March 20th. Any questions may be directed to Gail
Winkley at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
Thank you!
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Christ's Entrance to Jerusalem
Sarcophagus of Junius Bassus

Vatican City. Direzione generale dei musei, 359

T

he Sarcophagus of Junius Bassus is a marble Early Christian
sarcophagus used for the burial of Junius Bassus, who died in
359. It has been described as "probably the single most famous piece of
early Christian
relief sculpture."
The sarcophagus
was originally
placed in or under Old St. Peter's
Basilica, was rediscovered in 1597,
and is now below the modern
basilica in the Museo Storico del
Tesoro della Basilica di San Pietro
(Museum of Saint Peter's Basilica)
in the Vatican. The base is
approximately 4 x 8 x 4 feet.
The style of the work has been
greatly discussed by art historians,
especially as its date is certain. All
are agreed that the workmanship is
of the highest quality available at the
time, as one might expect for the
tomb of such a prominent figure.
Junius Bassus was an important
figure, a senator who was in charge
of the government of the capital as
praefectus urbi when he died at the
age of 42.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each
Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl either
right then or after service. Pray for that request for one week.
How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for and
that you are praying for someone else’s! You might just be
praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

T

hank you to everyone who participated in our just
completed Lenten Series. For the last five weeks many
people assisted by cooking soups, bringing breads and desserts,
especially Mary & Chuck Allen (& William) for
coordinating, setting up and cleaning the kitchen after
the meals.
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T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:3010:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on
the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.

† Easter Egg Hunt!

S

t. Paul's Annual Easter Egg
Hunt will be held on
Saturday, March 26th from 10 to
11:30 am. All are invited to attend
and students in grade 5 and under
can join in on the Easter Egg hunt.
Invite family and friends and come
enjoy a special Easter snack, craft
and lesson!
We would greatly
appreciate candy
donations and will be
collecting them in a
basket at the back of
the church starting
this Sunday. We are
also looking for a
volunteer to provide a
special Easter themed
snack for those that attend. Please
contact Nicole O'Connors at
nmoconnors@gmail.com if you can
help. Thank you in advance for
your support.

How to make
your own palm
cross video.

"Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not
be __________. Therefore have I set my face like
flint, and I know I will not be put to shame."
Isaiah 50:7 NIV

† Start Spreading the Good News!

"S

o shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth;
it shall not return to Me empty, without accomplishing
what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I
sent it."
Isaiah 55:11
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† Lenten Series Now Concludes Next Wednesday

F

ooled ya! Just when you thought our Lenten Series on the Ten
Commandments, Just10, was over we decided to extend it another week!
It is the 50th anniversary of Cecil B. DeMille’s Oscar winning movie epic
“The Ten Commandments,” starring Charlton Heston as Moses. In celebration
it returns to theaters for limited engagements, providing a rare opportunity to see
one of the highest-grossing and most popular movies of all time on the big
screen.
“The Ten Commandments” will be shown at the AMC Lowes in Danbury
next Wednesday, March 23 at 7 pm. Join us at the theater!
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H

ow many times
did Pilate speak
to the crowds following
Jesus' return from Herod
before deciding to
crucify him?
Luke 23:22-24 NIV

Do you have a
spare cane not
being used
at home?
From time
to time we
need one at
church. Bring
it to church
and leave it
by the
restrooms
in Crocker
Hall or by
the front
door.
Thanks.

† Gardening Angels

H

ow does our front
garden grow? Very

happily!
But the front garden duo
would like to become a trio,
or maybe even a quartet!
Needs are basic: weeding and watering, so good knees
and a bendable back are important.
If you are interested please contact Mary Beth at 203775-6161 (durkin.mb@gmail.com) or Diane at 704-6096502 (froelickd@gmail.com).
Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Passion Sunday
Luke 19:28-40
n this gospel lesson Jesus, his long journey finally over, approaches the holy city of
Jerusalem, while his disciples hail him as the king who comes in the Lord’s name. He has
a colt brought to him and, as did the royal figures of old, Jesus rides on it while his many
followers spread their garments in the way and shout praises to God. Certain of the religious
officials wish Jesus to rebuke his disciples, but on this day the very stones are ready to cry out.
Here is great drama as the Lord comes to the city he would save, yet also
acute irony for those who know what lies ahead.
Luke 22:14-23:56
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Our reading tells of the servant who speaks for the Lord and suffers
Brutal execution by stripping
persecution, but still trusts in God’s help and vindication. This is the third of
naked, whipping, and nailing to a
the “servant songs” that come from a period late in Israel’s exile. The servant
might be thought to be the faithful of Israel, the prophet himself, or another
cross was carefully crafted by the
historical or idealized figure. The people are weary and tired of the Lord’s
Romans to inflict the maximum
calling, but the servant steadfastly continues. Christians have long perceived
in these words a foretelling of Jesus’ mission.
amount of pain and degradation
Psalm 31:9-16
because they wanted to kill not only
A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and protection.
Philippians 2:5-11
the individual but also any followers.
From one of the earliest Christian hymns we hear how Christ Jesus
That is to say, by demonstrating
accepted the condition of a servant, was obedient even to the point of death,
and was then given the name above every name. It is possible that this poem
their iron-fisted authority over
was adapted by Paul or another disciples from the hopes for a savior of a
people who did not yet know Jesus. He has fulfilled humanity’s dream of one Jesus, the Romans hoped to kill any
who will share fully in the mortal condition before his exaltation. To him
aspirations in any of his followers to
every knee shall bow and every tongue confess the great name of the Lord
"take up their cross and follow."
now known in person, Jesus.
Luke 22:14-23:56
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ last supper before the group proceeds to the Mount of
Olives, where Jesus engages in anguished prayer. Then come Jesus’ final hours: his arrest, trial,
passion, and death.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

L

† Sermon Shorts

onging for something that's missing in life?
Restoring our fortunes as we focus on Jesus.. To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as
well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Grace Church, Hartford; St. Martin’s, Hartford; St.
Monica’s, Hartford.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Clergy whose work is not in parishes; bi-vocational
priests; clergy of ECCT whose work is carried out in
other countries or dioceses.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Ed Licence,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs &
Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of North Korea; the people of the Slovak Republic; our sister and brother
members of the Union d'Églises baptistes françaises au Canada.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March.
.....Good Samaritan Mission, (ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership), a broad-based
Gospel Rescue Mission ministry that provides shelter for homeless men, case work,
compassionate care, which through its programs includes counseling, Christ-centered 12steps, employability education, transitional living units, + Bible study.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Gail Winkley, quick healing and comfort of broken ribs suffered in a recent fall; and
thanks for her getting out and about.
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old;
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church. Daniel Smith, purpose and peace.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's
loving embrace.
…..Mike Chengeri (Mike’s father), healing as he is currently in the hospital in New Jersey.
…..Draw us closer to you in this journey of Holy Week.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Falling Plates

A short film about life, death & love
of a Savior.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Totally Random Fact

D

id you know....... that the
1885 Michigan Wolverines
football team played a game on
roller skates against the Princeton
football team?

I

t was Palm Sunday but because of a sore throat, 5-year-old
Johnny stayed home from church with a sitter. When the
family returned home, they were carrying several palm fronds.
Johnny asked them what they were for.
"People held them over Jesus' head as he walked by," his father
told him.
"Wouldn't you
know it," Johnny
fumed, "the one
Sunday I don't go
and he shows up."

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Jack
Collins, Mary Beth Durkin,
Robert Fertitta, Steve Hemming,
Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi Pomeroy, Robin
Powell, Reyna Sampson, John Sarver,
Joe Shepley, Tara Shepley, Sir Arthur,
David Szen, Pam Szen, Beth Trott,
John Tuthill and Gail Winkley.
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