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“B

lessed are those who have not seen yet have
come to believe"

(John 20:29)

Dear Friends in the Resurrection,

W

e see by faith, not by sight. Our faith is a mysterious awakening
where we are led to put our trust in God, not in the strength of our
own ability to believe. God does the work of bringing us to believe, and
when we are feeling
faithless, God is
ever carrying us.
This Sunday, we
will hear about the
one often called
"Doubting Thomas,"
and explore together
the role of hard
evidence versus the
gift of faith.
Thomas has much to
show us about the
limits of human
emotion and the
power of divine
election when it
comes to faith.
May these forty days of the Easter season afford us the recognition that
God is opening the eyes of our
hearts, and how blessed we are who
St. Paul’s Church
believe without having to see.
174 Whisconier Road
Easter blessings,

Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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Let us pray...

L

Several people have
requested from Fr. Joe a
copy of the prayer he
closed the Easter Day
message with.
Here it is:

ord Jesus, I want to enjoy the full benefit of your death
and resurrection for me. I accept your promise of
forgiveness and eternal life because you are the only
one who paid for my sins. I ask you to take
control of my life. I need your power – the power
of the resurrection in my life on a daily basis. I
want to get to know you and learn how to rely on
your power, so I can live the life I was meant
to live. Please come into my life and
change me. In your name I pray. Amen.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Mar 31 Sat, Apr 2

Sun, Apr 3

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
1:00 pm
4:00 pm

-

Second Sunday in Easter

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group, Crocker Hall

10:30 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
5:00 pm

-

Christian Caring Committee, Tuck Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion I & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Class Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
Newcomers/Confirmation Course, Guild Room
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
Alpha Large Group Kick-Off Event, Crocker Hall

-

Wed, Apr 6 Thu, Apr 7 -

Sat, Apr 9

-

Click Below to

The Annunciation

Mon, Apr 4 -

Tue, Apr 5

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Alpha Training
Youth Group Blind Auction

Third Sunday in Easter

Sun, Apr 10 8:00 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group, Crocker Hall
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W

hich Apostle spoke to the
Sanhedrin and said: "We
must obey God rather than men!"
a) Peter
b) James
c) John
Acts 5:29 NIV

Happy Birthday to You!

L

auren Onorato & Chris
Goodman celebrate today!
Saturday is the big day for
Catherine Kast, Noah DoBosh,
Tyler Adams & Rory Palmer..
Helen Sheridan will be opening
presents on Monday. Abby
Schrull Keating will be blowing
out candles on
Tuesday. Have a
blessed day
everyone!
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A

† New to St. Paul’s?

re you new to St. Paul's and interested in becoming a member? Father Joe
and Deacon Carolyn will be offering a morning course on
Saturday, April 9th, from 9:30 am-noon to welcome new members
while also preparing those interested for Confirmation/Reception
into the Episcopal Church. Please e-mail Beth Miller in the parish
office to sign up for the April 9th course at bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
5

SAVE THE DATE: ALPHA is back by popular demand!
ALPHA is all about making new friends who meet together for dinner
and share in an open small group discussion about life, faith, and God.
Please save Saturday, April 9th through Saturday, June 18th for
Alpha. This year Alpha groups will run on several nights each week in private homes and at church. Our large group kick off will start on April
9th at 5:30pm at St. Paul's church. Stay tuned for announcements and
sign-ups! Contact Tara Shepley Tbshepley@gmail.com
John 20:25:
"So the other disciples told him, 'We have seen the Lord.'
But he (Thomas) said to them, 'Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.'"

T

homas sometimes gets a bad rap. The moniker
"Doubting Thomas" might even appear on his name
tag if he were to visit us here at St. Pauls - it would be written
in by a well-meaning usher, just to remove all doubt about
which Thomas since we did not get a last name on the guy.
Could Thomas hardly be blamed for taking a stand on the
wisdom of this world? He was right - dead people according
to the world's wisdom do have a fairly steady habit of staying
dead. Happily for all, Thomas and his conventional wisdom
of the world were proven dead wrong by our Risen Lord.
(understatement alert: Hallelujah!)
What other conventional wisdoms of the world might be
next in line to get turned upside down by God's Word?
Here's a short possible lists: every day maxims happily tipped over by the Word of our God;
1. "All good things must come to an end". (Not for the Christian! See Ephesians 2:4-7, etc.)
2. "Which came first, the chicken or the egg?" (The chicken. See Genesis 1:20)
3. "There's no such thing as a free lunch." (Well... actually, please check out Matthew 14:19
on that)
4. "You can't take it with you." (Hmmm...the Christian brings
his good works done in Christ's name: Rev. 14:13)
5. "The only things sure in life are death and taxes." (Half true;
some do their best to avoid taxes. No one avoids death. Heb. 9:27.
6. "Crime doesn't pay." (It can...but only up until Judgement
ay, see Romans 2:6)
7. "That's impossible!" (Mark 10:27 begs to differ...)
8. "God helps those who help themselves." ( God helps those who CANNOT help
themselves, see Romans 5:6 and for that, I say...
Thanks be to God!
Did you enjoy this list? Find it, and more like it in "The Evidence Bible" by Ray Comfort,
available from Living Waters Ministries.
- John Tuthill
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so I send you.’” (John 20:21)

P

eace - the first gift of the risen Lord. Just as Jesus sent the
apostles out into the world to share His peace and Good
News, so too, He sends His stewards. As disciples of Jesus, we
are called to be grateful and generous. We should look for
opportunities to share His peace with our brothers and sisters not
only within our local parish boundaries, but outside of them as
well. In giving, you will receive the peace of Christ.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
April 4th
April 10th
April 17th

8 am - Pam Szen
8 am - Cindy Maier
8 am - Polly Sorrentino

10:30 am - Amy Boyce
10:30 am - Beth Beck
10:30 am - Gretch Barbieri

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.

"S

ome of us would do far more if we attempted less and prayed more about it."
- Charles Spurgeon

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:3010:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on
the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.

† An Invitation

S

t. James’, Danbury (25 West Street), will host an informational meeting on refugee
resettlement from the perspective of a co-sponsor with Integrated Refugee
Immigrant Services (I.R.I.S.) on Wednesday, April 13 at 7 pm in their parish hall. This is
an opportunity to learn about Deanery members possible participation in the ministry, get
answers to questions or express any reservations you may have regarding time and financial
commitments. Many have heard about the work of I.R.I.S. in resettling refugees in
Connecticut and have seen an outline of the resettlement
process and requirements of a co-sponsor. This is an
opportunity to hear from a co-sponsor about the challenges
faced and opportunities provided. We hope you will join us in
this discussion. Refreshments will be served at 6:30 pm.
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT! ALPHA SMALL GROUPS ARE HERE!
MEET YOUR LEADERS! SIGN - UPS ARE HAPPENING NOW.
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† He Is Risen!
“But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him.” Mark 16:6

by Steve Hemming

I

t was our Heavenly Father who raised His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and
power and might and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in that which is to
come. (Ephesians 1:20-21). And God,
who is rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us,
even when we were dead in trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved), and raised
us up together, and made us sit
together in
the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:4-6).
We read in Colossians 3:1-4; “If then you were raised with
Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is,
sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above,
not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then
you also will appear with Him in glory.”
This Easter season, as we rejoice in our risen Lord, may we
remember the words He spoke; “I am the resurrection and the
life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.
And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.”
(John 11:25-26) Amen.

Photo of the tomb
of Jesus Christ The Garden
Tomb, Jerusalem,
Israel taken on
April 2, 2014 on
our Holy Land
Pilgrimage.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

"Man doth not live by
bread alone; but by every
word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God
doth man live"
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H

ow often are we like Thomas the doubter? What
does it take for us to say, “My Lord and my God”? Part
of the steward’s life is consciously taking time to read the
stories in scripture, to be part of a faith community, and
through prayer, to create a one on one relationship with our
Savior. Hopefully, than, we will be thankful to call ourselves
part of the faithful who “have not seen and yet believe.”

† New Men’s Bible Study

T

he next Men's Bible study begins Monday, April 4th. It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright
helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps us to find it
full of interest and delight, with a powerful message that comes home to the
church to today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the church of yesterday.
Fr. Joe has ordered the books and will have them the first evening. $12 each.

† St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study
Join us for our seven week video seriesAnne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life.

I

f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves
their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something
more there is The Magnificent Obsession. Gifted Bible teacher Anne
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these
struggles herself. As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not
knowing where that decision would take him. Anne followed
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he
truly is, in an intensely personal relationship. Through personal
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. "
We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm.
 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne
Graham Lotz
 March 15
Session 2 Leave Everything Behind
 April 5
Session 3 Let Everything Go
 April 19
Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely
 May 3
Session 5 Lift Everything Up
 May 17
Session 6 Cast Everything Out
 May 31
Session 7 Lay Everything Down
Participants Guide is available at here.
Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† Getting To Know Your Vestry

J

ohn Tuthill is one of our newest Vestry
members, being elected at this past January’s
Annual Meeting.
He’s been a member of St. Paul’s since the fall
of 2013 and you’ve seen him around as an acolyte,
acolyte leader, lay reader, Sunday School teacher,
among numerous other ministries. “I'll do anything
Christ wants me to do,” because "All good works He
has prepared for me to walk in" (Ephesians 2:10).
John was “Baptized along with my father and younger sister when I was 12 years-old, I
was struck at that moment by what God has done for me, for everyone.
“Specifically, the words of the baptismal service in the
BCP hit me and have stayed with me. I had a moment of
clarity then which showed me what "all of this" is about.
"Thanksgiving over water" is part of the service which
makes what God has done crystal clear to me at that time.”
He continues, “The words begin; "We thank you,
Almighty God for the gift of water" (Right away, my 12
year-old thoughts were, "What IS this guy talking about?
Thanks for water? What's the big deal? Water comes from
the tap - its free!") - at least he had my attention.) The
words continue: "Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of
Israel out of their bondage in Egypt to the land of promise.
In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was
anointed by the Holy Sprit as the Messiah, the Christ, to
lead us through his death and resurrection from the bondage
of sin into everlasting life." (That tied it all together!) "We thank you Father for the water
of baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in His death. By it, we share in His resurrection.
Through it we are REBORN by the Holy Spirit..."
So how did John find St. Paul’s? The internet. “First, by watching Father Joe's
excellent sermons on-line. Then, Spirit-driven to attend here physically as well.”
In describing St. Paul’s he notes, “What are often/sometimes only a shell or an emotionbased rituals elsewhere are walks in "a newness of life" at St. Paul's.” ("as Christ was raised
from the dead, we too might walk in a newness of life.") -Romans 6:4
We bet you didn’t know that … “A distant ancestor of mine was Abraham Lincoln's
father's older brother, Mordecai? (Lincoln's uncle, that is.)
“One day, when Lincoln's father was only a very small boy, he and Lincoln's
grandfather were out working in a field.
“A marauding Indian killed Lincoln's grandfather and was taking the small boy /
Lincoln's would-be future father off.
“My remotely distant ancestor ran back to their cabin
and took a very risky single shot at the Indian, hoping not
to hit his brother. Hitting the Indian in the chest, killing
him at once, the Indian dropped the small boy, destined
to be Abraham Lincoln's future father years later. It
really has absolutely nothing to do with me, of course,
but is a little-known and interesting "what-if" from
history, which I find endlessly interesting.”
When he’s not here, John works for the New Fairfield
Public Schools as a “lowly, if not very humble,”
substitute teacher.
John is a resident of New Fairfield where he lives
with his wife Suzy and daughters Lucie & Corinne
(“Yes, they exist, although they have never joined me at
Thomas Lincoln
St. Paul's!”). Some day.

John Tuthill
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† Scholarly Speaking
Easter Dates

I

n case you’ve ever wondered why we and most other churches in the West normally
celebrate Easter earlier than Orthodox and other Eastern Christians, let me give an
explanation of the varying dates for Pascha (Easter).
The observance of the feast of the Resurrection - let’s call it Pascha to mark the
connection with Passover - seems to have been widespread during the Ante-Nicene period,
but various customs for determining the date were followed in different places. One
practice (Quartodecimanism) was simply to celebrate Pascha on
14th Nisan, i.e. the date of the Jewish Passover; the other was to
observe the feast on a Sunday near that time, but there were
different schemes for determining which nearby Sunday would
be chosen. To further complicate the issue the Jewish Lunar
Calendar in that period was still determined by actual observation
of the new moon and could therefore be thrown off by bad
weather. In practice most Christians would ask their Jewish
friends when they were observing Passover that year and would
either choose the same date or what they considered the
appropriate Sunday.
On coming to the throne, Constantine, the first Christian
emperor, found a Church with an unsettled Christology and an uncertain calendar (he
doesn't seem to have cared much about local variations in worship)
and summoned a council at Nicaea to create a more unified church.
Leaving the theological issues to one side, the Council came to what
should have been a consensus as to the date of the Pascha celebration.
First, they ruled against Quartodecimanism by decreeing that Pascha
should not be kept 'with the Passover', but should be observed
everywhere on one Sunday. Alexandria had the best astronomers at
the time, and surviving letters from the bishops of that city informed
the other churches of the correct date for the year. Over a period of
years, the rules for determining that Sunday (called the computes)
were developed and ultimately specified ‘the Sunday after the full
moon that occurs on or after the spring equinox on March 21, a date
which is fixed in accordance with an ancient ecclesiastical
computation, and which does not always correspond to the
astronomical equinox (as cited in the BCP p. 880). This is a
convenient fiction since the actual date of the equinox varies nor only
from year to year, but also from place to place*. Similarly tables for determining the date of
the Paschal full moon were created, and finally a 19 year cycle of repeating dates was
adopted†.
Many church calendars (including our own) indicate this cycle by assigning a 'Golden
Number' (1 through 19) to each year and inserting this number into the calendar next to the
full moon date that goes with this number in the cycle (BCP pp. 19-20). Note that the
Golden Number for 2016 is 3, and is marked next to March 23 on the Calendar.
The first problem to develop between East and West was one of interpretation: what did
it mean to not keep Pascha with the Passover? The Western churches seem to have
understood it from the start as meaning to ignore the Passover in calculating the date of
Pascha; while in the East it came to be understood as calling for a delay in observing Pascha
until after Passover. (I confess I have not found a clear indication of when these two
interpretations were adopted.)
o you have a question you
The biggest discrepancy between Eastern and Western
would like answered by our churches is related to the Calendar itself. The postNicaean rules were adopted using the Julian Calendar -- at
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
that time the best attempt to correct for the astronomical
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
year being somewhat longer that 365 days. By the 16th
historical or other inquiries to:
century this had obviously become out of kilter with the
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Dating Easter

astronomical year, and the Gregorian Calendar was promulgated to correct that error. By
then, however, the Church was badly divided between (and within) East and West, and both
the Eastern and most of the Reformed Western churches retained the Julian Calendar for
various periods of time‡. Although the Gregorian is now nearly universal in the secular
world, the Eastern churches continue to use the Julian to determine the date of Easter, and in
some cases for their entire liturgical calendar.
Julian March 21 now corresponds to Gregorian April 3 so that in 2016 our paschal full
moon on March 23 (Greg) would be too early in the Julian Calendar. The full moon on
April 22 (= Julian April 9) would normally place the Eastern Pascha on our April 24. But
since the oddities of the lunar Calendar place that date within Passover, the Eastern
churches are actually celebrating Pascha on May 1.

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

The equinox (and the full moon) both fall at precise moments, which will, however, correspond to different local times.

†

This cycle is sometimes a day (or even occasionally two days) off and older Prayer Books made the same point about this being an ancient ecclesiastical computation.

‡

The UK, and its colonies, were the last major Western holdouts; not making the change until 1752.

† Greater Danbury Prayer Breakfast

T

he Greater Danbury Prayer Breakfast will take place on
Wednesday, May 4th at 7:00 a.m. at the Amber Room.
The keynote speaker this year is Peter A. Scalzo, partner in the law
firm of Gager, Emerson, Rickart, Bower & Scalzo, LLP and a man who
has been very active in ministry in our area for years and well known to
many members of St. Paul’s. We are sure he will be a compelling
speaker.
Tables are complimentary. Last year, St. Paul's had three tables!
If you would like to attend, please contact Pam Szen by return email
or phone to reserve you seat.
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SAFE CHURCH TRAINING

T

he Diocesan and St. Paul’s Vestry policy requires Safe Church Training in
an effort to increase the physical, emotional and spiritual safety of our
parish. Policy requires staff and those in the following ministries to attend this
training every five years:
Music Directors, Wardens, Vestry members, Sexton, Sunday School Teachers,
Youth Advisors, Nursery workers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, those who visit shutins on a regular basis, anyone who regularly supervises youth activities (paid or
volunteer), including acolyte trainers and youth choir leaders.
Dorothy Crocker has agreed to lead this effort. A Comprehensive (Basic) Safe
Church training session (7 hour session) is scheduled at St. Paul’s Brookfield on…
Saturday, May 14, 2016 9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Lunch and snacks will be provided
To register, follow this link: https://basicsafechurch51416.eventbrite.com
This training is required and the above session has been scheduled at St. Paul’s
Brookfield for the convenience of our members serving in the above listed
ministries. It is important to note that registration is open to other parishes and on a
first come/first serve basis so mark your calendars and register today. Registration
ends April 30th!
Some certificates have been on file in the Parish office and copies have
been provided; however, it appears not all certificates are on file. With
no certificate, there is no documentation. If you have attended
within the last 5 years, please provide a copy of your certificate
to Dorothy.
The Diocese does offer a recertification class; however, you
must have attended a full day of Basic Safety Church Training
three to five years ago. After five years, you are required to
attend a comprehensive training. To register for recertification,
follow the link below to the Diocese Safe Church Training page.
If you have questions whether your attendance is required, please
contact Dorothy Crocker at 860-355-5672 or text at 860-488-1982.
If you are not available to attend the training on May 14th at St. Paul’s
Brookfield, follow the link below to find another session to attend. Please inform
Dorothy what date you will attend and provide either original or copy of the training
to her for record keeping. Once all required training completed, complete binder
will be provided to the Parish Secretary. Fr. Shepley will be kept informed of all
outstanding/status of training after the May 14th session.
For further information, follow the below link to the Episcopal Safe Church
Training information page: https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/GeneralParish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule/
Thank you for keeping all at St. Paul’s Brookfield safe and compliant!
Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register
online - click here for page with registration links.
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity
 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford
 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville
 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire
 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon
 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m, St. Paul's, Brookfield
 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk
 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m , St. John's, Niantic
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn At the Name of Jesus
Gradual
We Walk by Faith, and Not By Sight
Offertory
Rejoice, the Lord is King Tune: Darwall’s 148th
Closing Hymn Sing, Ye Faithful, Sing With Gladness

At the Name of Jesus

T

he Bible says of the Lord Jesus Christ:
He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the
death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him a
name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow
(Phil. 2:8-10).
That passage became the basis for a fine hymn called At the Name of Jesus, written by
Caroline Maria Noel. It was originally designated as a processional for Ascension Day and
appeared in Mrs Noel's The Name of Jesus and Other Poems of 1870.
This hymn is based on Philippians 2,9. Here is
Philippians 2:8-10, 'He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the
cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and
given Him a name which is above every name, that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow.'
Miss Noel, the daughter of a pastor in England, tried
her hand at writing poetry during her teens, but
abandoned the practice for years afterward. Finally, in
the last 25 years of her life, she was struck down and
bedridden by a painful and crippling illness.
As has sometimes happened, limitations in one
aspect of her life caused her to pursue another. Caroline
Noel once again began to exercise her poetic gifts,
publishing a collection of verse in 1870 called The Name of Jesus, and other Verses for the
Sick and Lonely. Her hymn is from the book.
At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow,
Every tongue confess Him King of glory now;
’Tis the Father’s pleasure we should call Him Lord,
Who from the beginning was the mighty Word.
In your hearts enthrone Him; there let Him subdue
All that is not holy, all that is not true;
Crown Him as your Captain in temptation’s hour;
Let His will enfold you in its light and power.

A

well deserved big thank you to our Altar Guild. From
Palm Sunday through Easter, they prepared our
sanctuary and altar for 12 different services; each one
unique, changing hangings,
communion service and flowers.
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A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Reunion - Thomas and Christ

Barlach, Ernst - 1926
St. Gertrude's Chapel, Güstrow, Germany

E

rnst Barlach, 1870-1938, was born in Wedel, Germany, the son of a physician.
Barlach periodically sketched for the journals Jugend, Simplizissimus, and Die
fliegende Blätter and taught ceramics. Barlach's first mature work came as a result of a trip
to southern Russia in 1906. He transformed his
drawings of Russian peasants into small ceramic
pieces, rounding out the generally rough
features of the beggars, villagers, and
shepherds.
Barlach began to carve in wood in 1907, and
it became the principal material in which he
worked throughout his life. He drew principally
on the life of small German towns for his
imagery, and his approach to the material recalls
the simplicity and strength of expression found
in Romanesque and Gothic sculpture of
northern Europe. His works are only of single
figures, and they depict man's loneliness, fear,
and suffering. This pessimism, often
emphasized by the gesture of the hands and the
visionary gaze of the eyes, was spiritually akin
to the mood of the German expressionist
painters, but he was never affiliated with the
expressionist movement.
Barlach's hatred of the suffering and chaos
of war was depicted in those who were left
homeless by the conflagration. His themes
remained constant, and he seldom altered his
tendency to compose in a solid block form. His greatest works are his war memorials, and
he is the sculptor who most successfully captured the terror of war in the 20th century.
Barlach did not complete one ambitious commission, the facade figures for St. Catherine's
Church in Lübeck (1930-1932), owing to the rise of the Nazis. Persecution of the sculptor
ultimately contributed to his death of heart failure in 1938.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each
Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl either
right then or after service. Pray for that request for one week.
How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for and
that you are praying for someone else’s! You might just be
praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

How long was it after Jesus first appeared to
the disciples that he appeared to them again?
a) 3 days b) 1 week c) 40 days
John 20:26 NIV
17

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, April 4th

The Annunciation of Our Lord Jesus Christ to the Blessed Virgin Mary

N

ext Monday’s feast commemorates how God made known to a young Jewish
woman that she was to be the mother of his Son, and how Mary accepted her
vocation with perfect conformity of will. It has been said, “God made us without us, and
redeemed us without us, but cannot save us without us.” Mary’s assent to Gabriel’s
message opened the way for God to
accomplish the salvation of the world. It is
for this reason that all generations are to call
her “blessed.”
The Annunciation has been a major theme
in Christian art, in both East and West.
Innumerable sermons and poems have been
composed about it. The term coined by Cyril
of Alexandria for the Blessed Virgin,
Theotokos (“the God-bearer”), was affirmed
by the General Council of Ephesus in 431.
Mary’s self-offering in response to God’s
call has been compared to that of Abraham,
the father of believers. Just as Abraham was
called to be the father of the chosen people,
and accepted his call, so Mary was called to be the mother of the faithful, the new Israel.
She is God’s human agent in the mystery of the Incarnation. Her response to the angel, “Let
it be to me according to your word,” is identical with the faith expressed in the prayer that
Jesus taught, “Your will be done on earth as in heaven.”
Gerard Manley Hopkins, comparing Mary to the air we breathe, writes:
Wild air, world-mothering air ...
Of her flesh he took flesh:
He does take fresh and fresh,
Though much the mystery how,
Not flesh but spirit now,
And makes, O marvellous!
New Nazareths in us,
Where she shall yet conceive
Him, morning, noon, and eve,
New Bethlems, and he born
There, evening, noon, and morn -
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Affirmation and Confirmation
Acts 5:27-32
n our lesson from the Book of Acts the apostles are brought before the council of religious
authorities in Jerusalem and again commanded to cease teaching in the name of Jesus.
Peter and the apostles claim a higher authority, and proclaim that the executed Jesus is their
exalted Leader and Savior, offering forgiveness to Israel. The apostles and the Holy Spirit must
bear witness to Jesus.

I

Psalm 118:14-29
A festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation and
deliverance from death.
Revelation 1:4-8
In this lesson John the Seer addresses seven representative churches in Asia
Minor with a hymn of praise to Christ, the first born from the dead and now
ruler of all. The resurrected Jesus frees disciples from their sins and makes
them a kingdom of priests serving his God and Father, the One who is and was
and is to come.

John 20:19-31
John doesn't care what we see
with our eyeballs. He wants us
to SEE with our inner eye
who Jesus really is. That is
why he has written these signs
for us. That in SEEing, we
might believe; and in believing,
we might have the life that is in
Jesus.

John 20:19-31
Our gospel presents two appearances of the risen Lord to his disciples. The
first takes place on the very evening of the day of his resurrection. The
disciples are gathered in fear, but Jesus brings them peace, gives them their
mission, and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. A week later, Thomas, who had
been absent when Jesus first appeared and who doubted his resurrection, now
knows Jesus by his wounds and worships him as his Lord and God. Future
disciples will not have Jesus’ physical presence, but they will be blessed in their belief.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

W

† Sermon Shorts

e have a story to tell and this Easter it is the
time to tell the story. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as
well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Andrew’s, Kent; Emmanuel, Killingworth;
Trinity, Lime Rock; St. Michael’s, Litchfield.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....ECCT Joint Leadership members of the Executive
Council, Missionary Society, Standing Committee, and
Donations & Bequests.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Ed Licence,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs &
Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Republic of the Congo; the people of Taiwan; our sister and brother
members of the Churches of Christ in Australia.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bahrain Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food basket collections
for the month of April.
.....Pathways Danbury Youth Ministries, (ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership), which
serves youth who are at risk of dropping out of high school through the Naomi Mentoring
Project for girls; Pathways Academy middle school for boys; Pathways Danbury mentoring
program for boys; and S.A.Y. Yes! Youth Center after-school and summer tutoring,
academic support and whole-life program.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old;
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church. Daniel Smith, purpose and peace.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's
loving embrace.
…..Mike Chengeri (Mike’s father), healing as he is currently in the hospital in New Jersey.
…..Sandy Chaleski, healing of heart surgery and from back pain.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Blindsided by God

Sometimes you do everything right. You live
your life to serve God. And yet, things don’t go
as you had planned. But through the suffering,
this family came to understand that God’s
goodness was bigger than their comprehension.
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April Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

April 3rd

April 17th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Acts 5:27-32 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Lois Hunt
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Psalm 118:14-29 Revelation 1:4-8

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolytes: Bob Cutting, Mike Kirner
Lector: Acts 9:36-43 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 23 Revelation 7:9-17

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Acts 5:27-32 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 118:14-29 Revelation 1:4-8

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Kathy DeSanti / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Acts 9:36-43 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 23 Revelation 7:9-17

April 10th

April 24th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Lois Hunt
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Acts 9:1-20 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 30 Revelation 5:11-14

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Erinn O’Hara
Lector: Acts 11:1-18 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Psalm 148 Revelation 21:1-6

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Acts 9:1-20 Mary Perry
Intercessor: Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 30 Revelation 5:11-14

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Acts 11:1-18 Ray Ferro
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Joe Beranrdo
Psalm 148 Revelation 21:1-6

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves
4:00 pm Youth Group
Blind Auction

3 2 Easter
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
9:45 am First
Communion Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group

4..The
5
Annunciation 9:15 am

Ladies Bible
Study

6

7

10:00 am Holy
Communion I & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

10:30 am Christian
Caring

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

7:15 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

7:30 pm Property
Committee

7:00 pm Stephen

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

7:30 pm Music Night

Ministry

8

9
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
9:30 am Confirmation /
Reception Course
10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry
5:00 pm Alpha Large
Group Kickoff Event

10 3 Easter

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
9:45 am First
Communion Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion I &
Healing

1:00 pm Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:30 pm Alpha

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

17 4 Easter

18

19

20

21

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
9:45 am First
Communion Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group
Juniors

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Stephen

5:45 pm Boot Camp

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

24 5 Easter

25 St. Mark

26

27

28

29

30

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Alpha

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

Healing Sunday

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
9:45 am First
Communion Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
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5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

Ministry

7:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am PraiseMoves
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7:30 pm Alpha

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Healing Team

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

7:30 pm Music Night

7:15 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Totally Random Fact
Did you know....... that American
Founding Father Thomas Jefferson
discovered vanilla ice cream in France,
and then
introduced it to
the United
States? And
that’s the
plain truth.

O

ur Therapy Dog in Residence, Sir
Arthur, would like you to know that
his job is a tough one, ministering to
participants of our Wednesday morning
Bible Study, but someone has to do it. It’s
not without its perks though, getting a neck
rub every now and then!

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett,
Dorothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Dori
McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi Pomeroy, Robin
Powell, Reyna Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill and Gail Winkley.
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