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† “Have You Ever Had a Brain Tumor Before?”

“N

o one on their death bed ever wished they had spent more time at the
office,” it has been said. Life is about choices, and that includes how
we choose to spend our time.
Last Saturday Fr. Joe
My family and I once visited a famed castle in
wrote the “Forum on Faith” England, a beautiful old structure with seemingly
column in the Danbury
endless rooms.
News-Times. Here it is in
One in particular caught our attention, as on the
its entirety.
wall was a clock in the shape of a bumblebee.
Seeing our intrigued faces as we studied the
unique timepiece from hundreds of years ago, our tour guide offered, “Time flies.
That is what the clock is meant to convey.”
Twelve years ago, I experienced a headache that simply would not go away.
Entering the emergency room, the staff took a series of X-rays.
“Have you ever had a brain tumor before?”
asked the technician as she led me to the next room
for a spinal tap.
Speechless, I began to glance over my life, how
quickly it had gone by, and how much more I had
hoped to accomplish. I thought of my wife and
children, and what their lives would look like without
me. Had I fully put my affairs in order? What can I do
with my remaining time?
Suddenly, face to face with the physician, he said,
“Well, no brain tumor, but your spinal tap concerns me.
The bad news is that you have spinal meningitis; the good
news is
that it is viral, and not bacterial.”
Still trying to comprehend such bewildering bedside manner among the staff
as I readjusted my emotional footing, I asked, “And if it was bacterial?”
“You would soon be dead, “ he replied.
As a priest, having administered to others in similar positions over the years,
to be on the other side in the moment would render me forever changed in
dealing with life and death.
This wasn’t my first experience with
the frailty and all-to-often shortness of
life. As a first responder on Sept. 11,
2001, I had only worn a painter’s mask
that was handed to me, which began to
melt as I stood upon the burning beam
in search of survivors.
I went through about a dozen masks
(Continued on page 2)

(Continued from page 1)

Times Flies

that evening and into the next day.
Breathing in pulverized concrete, ash, fiberglass and other toxins, I literally
took in the brevity of time, and was ill for months afterward. I determined to
recover and live life abundantly - as never before.
Yet that day in the doctor’s office with meningitis, there I was yet again, facing
down my mortality in a new way.
I had to admit that I had, despite my best intentions, gotten too busy once again.
The resolutions made while standing on the smoldering pile of ground zero had
slipped away.
As a Christian, my faith holds that God specializes in new starts and redeems all
things, even time, and we participate in this mystery as we awaken spiritually.
In considering the concept of new beginnings as a divine promise, we have a
role to play.
For instance, we might ask ourselves: Have
we been putting off a letter we need to write, or
a phone call we need to make, to reach out to
someone?
Are there face-to-face appointments we need
to make to let others know that they matter to
us? Have we taken the time needed to show
people we love them unconditionally?
Mending fences, burying the hatchet, letting
bygones be bygones, taking a step toward forgiveness - whatever we want to call it
- is to honor time. Initiating reconciliation with another is one of the most
challenging and rewarding risks we can take.
As the ancient philosopher, Heraclitus, quipped, “No one stands in the same
river twice” - meaning time can neither be stopped, nor brought back.
Life is ever-changing and swiftly passing
is by, but we can choose how we respond
to its direction in our lives.
I’d like to say that I now have a
flawless appreciation for time, but I don’t.
I still get too busy. But I do laugh more, I
don’t take myself quite as seriously, and
I’m quite certain that life isn't all about me.
And, now and then, stopping long
enough to join hands with others on a
common spiritual journey, beholding
together the fluttering image of time, we
share that hallowed flow of endless
possibilities, which I believe is what life is
all about in the end.

A

† New to St. Paul’s?

re you new to St. Paul's and interested in becoming a member? Father Joe
and Deacon Carolyn will be offering a morning course on
Saturday, April 9th, from 9:30 am-noon to welcome new members
while also preparing those interested for Confirmation/Reception
into the Episcopal Church. Please e-mail Beth Miller in the parish
office to sign up for the April 9th course at bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
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“T

herefore my heart sings to you without
ceasing; O Lord, my God, I will give you
thanks forever.” And faithful stewards know that
giving thanks forever means more than singing.
How are you doing with the Holy Habits - prayer,
study, worship in community, and generous
giving? Cultivating them may make your
songs more joyful indeed!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Apr 7

-

Sat, Apr 9

-

5:45 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
5:00 pm

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Class Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
Newcomers/Confirmation Course, Guild Room
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
Alpha Large Group Kick-Off Event, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
1:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class
Sunday School
Baptism & Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group, Crocker Hall
(LiveStream)
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion I & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Dorothy Day, Danbury
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Alpha Small Group, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group & Juniors, Crocker Hall

Third Sunday in Easter

Sun, Apr 10 -

Mon, Apr 11 Tue, Apr 12 Wed, Apr 13 Thu, Apr 14 Fri, Apr 15
Sat, Apr 16

-

Click Below to

Fourth Sunday in Easter

Sun, Apr 17 -

Click Below to

3

† They're ALL God's Doughnuts!

A

bundance. Plenty. Cups overflowing. Nets filled past capacity. Amazing
Grace!
The Gospel message this Sunday has a parallel with the Lenten series we watched at
St. Paul's - specifically, reflecting the First Commandment. First, in Sunday's Gospel, the
Risen Lord comes to the disciples for the third time. Jesus asks the disciples if they have
caught any fish the night before, and, tells them to cast their nets on the right side of their
boat, "and you will find a catch."
Partly due to the nets full of a large number of large fish, the disciples knew this was
the Lord. He asked them to bring "some" of the fish they had just caught over to the
charcoal fire He had prepared.
The abundance given by the Lord and
then put to use for the disciples' own benefit
seems to parallel the message about the First
Commandment in our Lenten series. The
British evangelist J. John used poignant
humor to illustrate a meaning within the
First Commandment "Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and, with all your mind." In a wonderful
illustration, J. John tells the story of a man
hoarding what he believes is his own bag of
donuts in a busy airport, all while a kindly
stranger is actually being abundantly
generous with him. Needless to say (but
what a privilege to say it anyway) our God
is a "awesome" God, "causing all things to
work together for the good of those who
love Him." (Romans 8:28). Thanks be to
God!
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Peter was distressed that Jesus had said to him a third
time, ‘Do you love me?’ and he said to him, ‘Lord, you know
everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my
sheep.’” (John 21:17)

A

ll of us are challenged to show our love
for Jesus by “feeding His sheep.”
Through prayer ask God how you should best use
your time, talent and treasure to assist those who are in
need. Remember that giving is an act of worship and helps
advance the mission of our parish and greater Church.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
April 10th
April 17th
April 24th

8 am - Cindy Maier
8 am - Polly Sorrentino
8 am - Buni Kovacs

10:30 am - Beth Beck
10:30 am - Gretchen Barbieri
10:30 am - Dot Crocker

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.

“T

o forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover that the prisoner was you."
- Lewis B. Smedes

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:3010:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on
the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.

† An Invitation

S

t. James’, Danbury (25 West Street), will host an informational meeting on refugee
resettlement from the perspective of a co-sponsor with Integrated Refugee
Immigrant Services (I.R.I.S.) on Wednesday, April 13 at 7 pm in their parish hall. This is
an opportunity to learn about Deanery members possible participation in the ministry, get
answers to questions or express any reservations you may have regarding time and financial
commitments. Many have heard about the work of I.R.I.S. in resettling refugees in
Connecticut and have seen an outline of the resettlement
process and requirements of a co-sponsor. This is an
opportunity to hear from a co-sponsor about the challenges
faced and opportunities provided. We hope you will join us in
this discussion. Refreshments will be served at 6:30 pm.
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SAFE CHURCH TRAINING

T

he Diocesan and St. Paul’s Vestry policy requires Safe Church Training in
an effort to increase the physical, emotional and spiritual safety of our
parish. Policy requires staff and those in the following ministries to attend this
training every five years:
Music Directors, Wardens, Vestry members, Sexton, Sunday School Teachers,
Youth Advisors, Nursery workers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, those who visit shutins on a regular basis, anyone who regularly supervises youth activities (paid or
volunteer), including acolyte trainers and youth choir leaders.
Dorothy Crocker has agreed to lead this effort. A Comprehensive (Basic) Safe
Church training session (7 hour session) is scheduled at St. Paul’s Brookfield on…
Saturday, May 14, 2016 9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Lunch and snacks will be provided
To register, follow this link: https://basicsafechurch51416.eventbrite.com
This training is required and the above session has been scheduled at St. Paul’s
Brookfield for the convenience of our members serving in the above listed
ministries. It is important to note that registration is open to other parishes and on a
first come/first serve basis so mark your calendars and register today. Registration
ends April 30th!
Some certificates have been on file in the Parish office and copies have
been provided; however, it appears not all certificates are on file. With
no certificate, there is no documentation. If you have attended
within the last 5 years, please provide a copy of your certificate
to Dorothy.
The Diocese does offer a recertification class; however, you
must have attended a full day of Basic Safety Church Training
three to five years ago. After five years, you are required to
attend a comprehensive training. To register for recertification,
follow the link below to the Diocese Safe Church Training page.
If you have questions whether your attendance is required, please
contact Dorothy Crocker at 860-355-5672 or text at 860-488-1982.
If you are not available to attend the training on May 14th at St. Paul’s
Brookfield, follow the link below to find another session to attend. Please inform
Dorothy what date you will attend and provide either original or copy of the training
to her for record keeping. Once all required training completed, complete binder
will be provided to the Parish Secretary. Fr. Shepley will be kept informed of all
outstanding/status of training after the May 14th session.
For further information, follow the below link to the Episcopal Safe Church
Training information page: https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/GeneralParish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule/
Thank you for keeping all at St. Paul’s Brookfield safe and compliant!
Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register
online - click here for page with registration links.
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity
 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford
 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville
 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire
 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon
 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m, St. Paul's, Brookfield
 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk
 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m , St. John's, Niantic
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† Israel, God’s Chosen Land 

† The Primacy of Peter 

T

his Sunday’s Gospel lesson will bring back fond memories for anyone who has
traveled with us to Israel. It is here in Tabgha where put our feet in the water and
visited the Church of the Primacy of Peter. It is a modest Franciscan chapel that
incorporates part of a 4th-century church. It commemorates Jesus'
reinstatement of Peter after a
breakfast of bread and fish on the
shore.
The Franciscan chapel is
small and made of grey stone,
with a modest tower in one
corner. It is pleasantly located
right on the northwest shoreline
of the Sea of Galilee.
At the base of the chapel's
walls on the west end, the walls of the 4thcentury church are clearly visible on three
sides. Like the early church, the modern
chapel incorporates a large portion of the
stone "table of Christ" (Latin: Mensa Christi) at the altar. This is where Jesus is believed to
have served his disciples a fish breakfast after they landed on
shore (John 21:9).
On the lake side of the church are the rock-cut steps
mentioned as the place "where the Lord stood." It is not
known when they were carved, but it may have been in the
2nd or 3rd century when this area was quarried for limestone.
Below the steps are six heart-shaped double-column
blocks known as the Twelve Thrones, which can be under
water when the lake level is high. Originally designed for
the angle of a colonnade, they were probably taken from
disused buildings and placed here to commemorate the
Twelve Apostles. The association likely derived from Luke
22:30: "You will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom,
and you will sit on thrones to judge the twelve tribes of
Israel."
A little further inland from the Church of the Primacy of
Peter is the Church of the Loaves and Fishes, which is well
worth a visit.

Plans are already underway for other pilgrimages to the Holy
Land in early summer of 2017. Click here for more info and details.
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT! ALPHA SMALL GROUPS ARE HERE!
MEET YOUR LEADERS! SIGN - UPS ARE HAPPENING NOW.
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† His Thoughts Toward Us
“Many, O Lord my God, are Your wonderful works which You have done; and
Your thoughts toward us cannot be recounted to You in order. If I would declare and
speak of them, they are more than can be numbered.”
Psalm 40:5

by Steve Hemming

W

e all have people in our lives that we think about often. It’s only natural to keep
those we love close in our thoughts. Our God, the Creator of the universe, feels
the same way about us. This reality may be hard for us to fully comprehend, especially
when we consider the works of His hands, such as the moon and stars that He ordained. We
cannot help but ponder the same question that King David asked; “What is man that You are
mindful of him?” (Psalm 8:3-4).
Sometimes, when we go through a difficult or dry season, we may think to ourselves,
“God must not care about me, otherwise I wouldn’t be going through this.” Thoughts of
this nature are mere lies, deceptions that cannot be further from the truth. For the Bible is
full of scriptures that clearly demonstrate the Lord’s love
for us.
For instance, consider the many promises God has
included in just one chapter of the Bible - Romans 8:
There is “no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus” (v.1), “the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you” (v.11), “all things work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose” (v.28), “If God is for us, who
can be against us?” (v.31), “we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us” (v. 37), and nothing can
“separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord” (vs.38-39).
As His word proves all throughout the Bible, God is thinking about us and is genuinely
concerned about our lives, as He Himself tells us in Jeremiah 29:11; “For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give
you a future and a hope.” And should we ever doubt God’s vast love for us, we can hold
fast to the words David wrote in Psalm 139:17-18; “How precious also are Your thoughts to
me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would be more in
number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.”
God’s loving thoughts toward you and I are greater in number than the grains of sand.
Just image how many grains of sand there must be on just one beach, let alone all of the
beaches in the world!

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for
people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
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Happy Birthday to You!

C

atherine Clayton & Michael Pinhiero celebrate today! Friday is the
big day for John Bilski. Laura Cavagna & Bishop Jeffery Rowthorn
will be opening presents on Saturday. Kevin Janofsky & Tyler Mannion
will be blowing out candles on Monday. Have a blessed day everyone!

B

† New Men’s Bible Study

ecause of last Monday’s snow, the next Men's Bible
study now begins Monday, April 11th. It is based on
Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this
study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way around Mark and
allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps us to find it
full of interest and delight, with a powerful message that
comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as
much as it did to the church of yesterday. Fr. Joe has ordered
the books and will have them the first evening. $12 each.

† St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study
Join us for our seven week video seriesAnne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life.

I

f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves
their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something
more there is The Magnificent Obsession. Gifted Bible teacher Anne
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these
struggles herself. As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not
knowing where that decision would take him. Anne followed
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he
truly is, in an intensely personal relationship. Through personal
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. "
We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm.
 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne
Graham Lotz
 March 15
Session 2 Leave Everything Behind
 April 5
Session 3 Let Everything Go
 April 19
Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely
 May 3
Session 5 Lift Everything Up
 May 17
Session 6 Cast Everything Out
 May 31
Session 7 Lay Everything Down
Participants Guide is available at here.
Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus Tune: Hyfrydol
Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless
Break Thou the Bread of Life Tune: Bread of Life
We Sing the Glorious Conquest

Break Thou the Bread of Life

M

ary Artemisia Lathbury (1841-1913) was a person of many talents - professional artist, poet,
and author. The daughter of a Methodist minister and sister to two Methodist ministers, she
is remembered as the founder of the Look-Up Legion, a Methodist Sunday school organization, her
work on behalf of the Women's Christian Temperance Union, and her literary activity at the Lake
Chautauqua, New York, summer assemblies.
The Chautauqua Institution, originally the Chautauqua Lake Sunday School
Assembly, was founded in 1874 by two Methodists as an educational experiment
in out-of-school, vacation learning. The Assembly's ecumenical spirit and
programming was successful and broadened almost immediately beyond
courses for Sunday school teachers to include academic subjects, music, art,
and physical education. Lathbury was so integral to the Assembly's life that
she was called the "Poet Laureate of Chautauqua."
Chautauqua's ethos permeates "Break thou the bread of life" (1877).
Inspired by Jesus' feeding of the multitude (Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:3944), this two-stanza hymn was composed on the shores of Lake Chautauqua
in 1877 for the Normal Class, the most prominent educational experience at
the Assembly at that time for training Sunday school teachers during the
summer.
Gladys E. Gray, an amateur historian and Baptist organist and music
director from Geneva, New York, concerning the origins of this hymn, wrote:
"Break Thou the bread of life" was written as a "study hymn" for the Normal Classes. The
Chautauqua movement started for the sole purpose of providing opportunity for Sunday School
teachers to come apart and do some intensive studying in the preparation for better work in their local
churches. It was included in The Chautauqua Carols later that year. This hymn and Lathbury's "Day is
dying in the west" (UM Hymnal, 687) are still sung regularly at the Institute's Sunday evening vesper
services. More than sixty of Lathbury's hymns appear in hymnals in the United States in the twentieth
century, but these two are her most used by far. "Break Thou the Bread of Life" was included in
Methodist hymnals in 1905.
This is one of the few classic hymns on Christian Scripture. "Break thou the bread of life" focuses
on the relationship between the Christ found in the "sacred page" and the individual reader of the
Bible. Whereas William Walsham How's hymn on Scripture, "O Word of God Incarnate" (1866),
focuses on the relationship of Scripture to the church serving as a "beacon above the darkling world,"
Lathbury's message is that the Christ of the Scripture brings "truth," breaks the power of "bondage,"
and provides "peace" to each person who shares the "bread of life."
by Dr. Hawn, distinguished professor of church music at Perkins School of Theology.
He is also director of the seminary's sacred music program.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

W

e give thanks for the members of our prayer shawl
ministry. Not only for the creative efforts that go into the
making of the shawls, but the prayer
that goes into it, the prayers that go
with it, and the prayers bestowed on
the recipients, as well as the comfort
and love of God’s presence in
the healing process.
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A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Conversion of St. Paul
West, Benjamin, 1738-1820
Dallas Museum of Art

N

ow there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, "Ananias." He answered, "Here I am, Lord." The Lord said to him, "Get up
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight."
But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in
Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to
bind all who invoke your name." But the Lord said to him,
"Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my
name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of
Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for
the sake of my name."
So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands
on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared
to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his
sight was restored. -- Acts 9:10-18
"This altarpiece depicts the conversion of St. Paul, one of
the fathers of the Christian church. Previously an avid
persecutor of Christians, Saul, - as he was originally known was struck by temporary blindness while en route to the city
of Damascus. Upon regaining his sight, he changed his name
to Paul and became a Christian, going on to become one of
the major authors of the New Testament. This painting
served as a model for a painted glass window in St. Paul's
Cathedral in Birmingham, England. It is the earliest and
smallest of two versions of the subject by Benjamin West. He
painted a later, sketchier treatment in response to the acclaim
with which this altarpiece was greeted when it was exhibited
in London at the Royal Academy." (Dallas Museum website)

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each
Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl either
right then or after service. Pray for that request for one week.
How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for and
that you are praying for someone else’s! You might just be
praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

After the disciples followed Jesus'
instructions, how many fish
did they catch?
a) 153 b) 297 c) 438
John 21:11 NIV
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Presiding Bishop calls for a season of prayer
Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has called for a season of
prayer for regions of the Anglican Communion which are experiencing violence
and civil strife.
“In this season of Resurrection, I call on everyone to pray for our brothers and
sisters in areas where there is much burden and little hope,” the Presiding Bishop
said.
In addition, in his Easter Message 2016 (available here), Presiding Bishop Curry
addressed the situation in Brussels, noting, "The truth is even as we speak this
Holy Week, we do so not only in the shadow of the cross but we do so in the
shadow of those who have been killed in Brussels, of those who have been
wounded and maimed, of those who weep and mourn. And of a world mourning,
and not too sure how to move forward.”
Citing Galatians 6:2 - Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil
the law of Christ – Presiding Bishop Curry called for prayer throughout the holy
season of Easter. Beginning on April 3, the First Sunday of Easter, and
proceeding through Pentecost May 15, The Episcopal Church is asked to pray for
a particular province or region:
• Burundi
• Central America
• Democratic Republic of the Congo
• Middle East
• Pakistan
• South Sudan
More information is available here; be sure to check back for additional
information throughout the Easter season.
For more information contact Elizabeth Boe, Officer for Global Networking,
eboe@episcopalchurch.org.

W

hen Fr. Joe makes a
house call, he makes a
house call!. This one was in St.
Louis at Children’s Hospital
where Laura and Vic Neto’s
tiny twins are still in the NICU.
Manuel and Elias were born on
March 6th, three months early
and each weighed under three
pounds. They celebrated their
one month birthday yesterday
with Fr. Joe. If things keep
progressing, we expect a
double baptism sometime this
summer.
14

† This Sunday’s Readings
Feed My Sheep
Acts 9:1-20
n this reading from the story of the early church we hear how Paul is converted from being
an enemy of the Christian way in order to become the great apostle to the non-Jewish
peoples. While he is headed toward Damascus to persecute Christians, Paul is encountered the
risen Jesus. Jesus calls him by his Jewish name, Saul, and asks why he is persecuting him by
persecuting his followers. Paul is blinded by the experience, but in Damascus his sight is
restored and to it is added perception of his new faith and mission.

I

Psalm 30
A hymn of praise and thanksgiving by one whom the Lord has saved from
death.
Revelation 5:11-14
This lesson presents a heavenly vision of the Lamb that was slain - a figure
of Jesus. Myriads of angels surround the elders and living creatures as they sing
praises to the Lamb, joined by every creature in heaven, on earth, and under the
earth. He who through his blood has offered ransom for his people now lives
and is worthy of all honor and glory.

John 21:1-19
In this encounter Jesus twice
offers Peter the opportunity to
again over promise as he did at
the last supper (I will NEVER
deny you). And so, when
Jesus asks Peter for the third
time, "Do you love me?" Jesus
uses "philios." In effect,

John 21:1-19
Our gospel tells of another appearance by Jesus to his disciples - this time
after their return to the Sea of Tiberius or Galilee. Several of the disciples go
fishing and do not immediately recognize Jesus standing on the shore and
telling them where fish may be caught. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved
(perhaps intended as a model for all disciples) perceives it is the Lord. Led by
accepting Peter's offer of
the impulsive Peter they all join Jesus, bringing with them their net full with a
friendship.
hundred fifty-three large fish. (The significance of this number remains
unknown to us.) As often in these stories, they share a meal with their risen
Lord. Jesus asks Simon Peter three times if he loves him, and three times instructs Peter to tend
and feed his sheep as an expression of that love. Peter will glorify God even in his death.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

D

† Sermon Shorts

oubt, peace and responsibility. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as
well.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, April 7th

Tikhon

Patriarch of Russia, Confessor and Ecumenist, 1925

V

asily Ivanovich Belavin (Tikhon’s given name) was
born January 19, 1865. He grew up in a rural area
among peasants in a village where his father was a priest of
the Russian Orthodox Church. Even as a child, he loved
religion, and by age thirteen began his seminary training,
where his classmates nicknamed him “Patriarch.” At 23, he
graduated as a layman and began to teach moral theology.
Three years later, he became a monk and was given the
name Tikhon.
By 1897, he was ordained Bishop of Lublin, and in 1898
became Archbishop of the Aleutians and Alaska, the leader
of Slavic Orthodoxy in North America. Tikhon was held in
such esteem that the United States made him an honorary
citizen. While in this country, he established many new
cathedrals and churches, and participated in ecumenical
events with other denominations, in particular the Episcopal
Church. In 1900, at the ordination of Bishop Reginald
Weller as coadjutor of the Diocese of Fond du Lac, the diocesan, Bishop Grafton, invited
Tikhon to sit on his own cathedral. The Archbishop would have participated in the layingon-of-hands if the Episcopal House of Bishops had not forbidden it. Tikhon later
established warm relations with the Diocese of California.
In 1907, Tikhon returned to Russia and a decade later was elected Patriarch of Moscow.
The outbreak of the Russian Revolution threw the Church into disarray. When a severe
famine caused many peasants to starve in 1921, the Patriarch ordered the sale of many
church treasures to purchase food for the hungry. Soon the government began seizing
church property for itself, and many believers were killed in defense of their faith. The
Communists tried to wrest control of the Church from Tikhon, while he, in turn, attempted
to shelter his people. To this end, he discouraged the clergy from making political
statements that might antagonize the government. He prayed, “May God teach every one of
us to strive for His truth, and for the good of the Holy Church, rather than something for our
sake.” Imprisoned by the Soviets for more than a year, he was criticized both by the
Communist Party and by those Orthodox bishops who believed he had compromised too
much with the government. On April 7, 1925, he died, worn out by his struggles. In 1989,
the Council of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church glorified Patriarch Tikhon,
numbering him among the saints of the Church.
ALPHA is back by popular demand!
ALPHA is all about making new
friends who meet together for dinner and
share in an open small group discussion about life, faith, and God.
Join us for our large group
kick off this Saturday April
9th at 5:30 pm at Crocker
Hall. This year Alpha
groups will run on several
nights each week in private
homes and at church. Contact
Tara Shepley Tbshepley@gmail.com
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Andrew’s, Madison; St. Mary’s, Manchester; St.
Andrew’s, Marble Dale; All Saints’, Meriden.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....ECCT common life and common resources; ECCT
Program & Budget Committee.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Ed Licence,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs &
Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Samoa; the people of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago; our sister and
brother members of the Old Brethren German Baptist.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food basket collections
for the month of April.
.....Good Samaritan Mission, (ministry partner of the Jericho
Partnership), which as a broad-based Gospel Rescue Mission
ministry provides shelter for homeless men, case work,
compassionate care. Its programs include counseling, Christcentered 12-steps, employability education, transitional living units,
+ Bible study .
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old;
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church. Daniel Smith, purpose and peace.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's
loving embrace.
…..Mike Chengeri (Mike’s father), healing as he is currently in the hospital in New Jersey.
…..Sandy Chaleski, healing of heart surgery and from back pain.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Fishing on the Sea of Galilee

Here is a demonstration of casting of
nets on the Sea of Galilee and
explanation & significance of John
21:1-4 filmed during one of our Holy
Land Pilgrimages.
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Sacristans for April are:
Susan Balla, Linda Pendergast
& Gail Winkley.
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Just ForPoints
Fun !
Snow

(And Christian Fellowship)
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Totally Random Fact
Did you
know....... ...
that drunk
rabbits up to
98 ft high are
found in
Queensland
rainforests?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Dorothy
Crocker, Steve Hemming, Carolyn
Legg, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Dori McManus,
Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Robin
Powell, Reyna
Sampson, John Sarver,
Joe Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Pam Szen, John Tuthill
and Gail Winkley.

19

