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† The Energy that Emerges
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer.
(Acts2:42)
Dear Friends,

L

ast Sunday we had a packed
church. This was due in
part because we had two baptisms.
Yet those attending the baptism
were actually modest in number.
We saw many others in attendance,
some new visitors, and many of our
regular members, plus some we
have not seen in a while. This is all
to say that we should be encouraged
by the diversity of worshippers, the
ongoing potential for growth and
the energy that emerges when God's people come together to worship our Savior. I
ask you to begin praying for more and more people to simply come to church.
We are in the process of forming an enhanced prayer strategy for our parish.
Our prayer servants are being coordinated under our leader, Mary Perry, to begin
intercessing for all on our parish directory on a regular basis. We are also
coordinating a prayer partnership with another church in town, as well as casting a
broad vision for our "Beyond the Red Door" outreach in this new season.
Expect to hear more about where God is calling us in this next season as we
continue to proclaim the faith once delivered. We are a remnant witness, a healing
oasis and a mission post for youth. How will the Lord call us to express this both
within and outside of our walls next? Let it begin with prayer as we keep our eyes
on Christ and His transforming power.
We will be bold in our
witness, joyful in our evangelism
and truly loving in our outreach.
Faithfully,

† Maintenance of Our Stained Glass Windows

Y

our Property Committee is following through
on a plan to repair St. Paul’s stained glass
windows. Our windows are approximately 70+ years
old, and have begun to “show their age.” As you may
know, stained glass panels are held together by lead
and wiring. Over a period of time, the lead begins to
“sag” and deteriorate due to heat, sunlight and chemical
processes. Left without proper maintenance, the
unattended windows would eventually crumble and be
destroyed. You will note the “bowing” in several of
the existing Sanctuary windows.
Recently, each of our windows has been carefully
examined and placed into one of three categories. First
- needing prompt attention: secondly, requiring work in
the future: and thirdly - in good condition and
maintenance can be deferred. “The Law and The Old
Testament” panel - closest to the pulpit and Rector’s
seat is in the most dangerous condition and will be
worked on first.
Of interest, this specific window was given to St.
Paul’s by Stanley B. Terrill, grandfather of our own
Stuart Terrill!
Markis Tomascak, Dragon Fly Studios in New
Milford has been selected to do the necessary work.
Mark is well known in his field and has done work for
many local churches, institutions and individuals,
including work in our Guild Room.
Here is the work process: The outside storm
window will be opened, the panels removed, and storm window replaced. The windows will
then be transported to the artist’s studio where he will photograph and map them. Next,
Mark will dismantle, replace or repair broken glass, re-lead and rebuild the individual
panels! Finally, the window is returned and reinstalled! A long, tedious and delicate
process!
It is through the financial generosity of a St. Paul’s parishioner that we are able to begin
this essential work. If you are able to contribute financially to this
ongoing process, kindly contact Fr. Joe Shepley. No amount is
too large or too small! We continue to give thanks and praise for
the legacy that has been passed on for our comfort and enjoyment.
Please consider continuing this legacy!
If you are interested in reviewing the history of the original
artist, Leonard Howard, and the details of each of our beautiful
windows, you can visit our website or read it in “St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church 1785-2015” by Sandy Rynd Chaleski.
Mark Tomascak has also suggested each of our windows
receive a “wax treatment” to retrieve the luster and patina of the
original artwork. Wow! What a great proposal! Only takes time,
organization and a bit of “elbow wax.” (Think of your windows
at home - when you clean them, it makes a dramatic difference!)
Any takers?
The Law & The Old Testament
The Law - Christians often refer to the Torah as the Pentateuch,
meaning five books, or as the Law, or Law of Moses. Depicted
symbol representation is a scroll.
The Old Testament - An altar of sacrifice is often used to portray
the first part of the Bible. This is a projection of Christ, our sacrifice,
lifted up on the cross, His altar, which stood on a hill called Golgotha.
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J

esus outlines some promises for those who hear
Him and believe. “My sheep hear my voice. I
know them and they follow me. I give eternal life,
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them
out of my hand.” How can gratitude and
corresponding generosity to God and others not be
heightened if we trust those words? What blessed
relief to know that our future with God is insured!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Apr 14 Fri, Apr 15
Sat, Apr 16

-

1:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Dorothy Day, Danbury
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Alpha Small Group, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group & Juniors, Crocker Hall
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion II & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Alpha Small Group, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group, Crocker Hall

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Sun, Apr 17 -

Mon, Apr 18 Tue, Apr 19 -

Wed, Apr 20 Thu, Apr 21 Fri, Apr 22
Sat, Apr 23

-

Click Below to

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Sun, Apr 24 -

Click Below to

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† A Shepherd-Turned-King (David)
Writes Of His King-Turned-Shepherd (Christ)!
by John Tuthill

C

enturies earlier than the arrival of our "Good Shepherd" (John 10:11), King
David is said to have written our much-loved Psalm 23. "The Lord is my
Shepherd..." Of course, David had been a shepherd as a boy (1 Samuel 17:34). What
could King David have continued Psalm 23 with, knowing what we know?
If he had lived to see the arrival of his "Lord" and "Shepherd, King David could have
added a few;
*Christ is the "Great Shepherd" Himself! (so says Hebrews 13:20)
* Christ takes away the "want" of the covetous human heart (See Colossians 3:5)
* Christ lights up the valley of the shadow of
death (John 8:12)
* Christ is the Bread of Life placed on the
table by God in the presence of our enemies (John
6:35)
* Heaven's cup "ran over", it did surely bring
the "goodness and mercy", and, we may "dwell in
the house of the Lord forever".
THANKS BE TO GOD!
(If you enjoyed these comparisons, more may
be found in "The Evidence Bible", Compiled by
Ray Comfort)!
Link to an image of the Dead Sea Scroll of a
Psalm.
Link to a Jewish English translation of Psalm
23 - a little bit different!
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† Transforming Stewardship
“The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 13:52

B

ecause the disciples heard Our Lord’s call, they
were able to spread the Gospel message with
strength and vitality. We can experience that same joy if
we take time to open our hearts, listen to God, ask for
His direction and allow the Holy Spirit to guide our lives
and our decisions.

† Mothers Day Flowers

M

other’s Day is May 8th. Anyone wishing to have flowers on the
altar in loving memory of a mother, please make your check
payable to St. Paul’s Church, with the name or names of those to be
remembered on the memo line. All memorials are due by
Sunday, May 1st. Contact Gail Winkley with any questions at
203 775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
How many verses are in the 23rd Psalm?
a) 6
b) 10
c) 14
Psalm 23 NIV

Episcopal Youth Event 2017 Announced
The next Episcopal Youth Event (EYE) will be held at the University of Central Oklahoma in
Edmond, OK on July 10-14, 2017. EYE17 is being planned by the Episcopal Church in
partnership with the Diocese of Oklahoma. "EYE is always a great event for both our youth
and for our adults," Presiding Bishop Michael Curry commented.
"I have attended many of the Episcopal Youth Events and I have
fond memories of joining our youth in celebration, learning and
fun. EYE17 is a strong component of the Jesus Movement."
EYE traditionally draws hundreds of youth from throughout the
Episcopal Church. EYE 2017 marks the 13th EYE and remains a
popular and well-attended event. EYE 2017 is geared for youth
in grades 9-12 during the 2016-2017 academic year and their
adult leaders.
Applications to serve on EYE2017 Mission Planning Team are
now being accepted through April 30. Applications are available here
To be eligible for the Mission Planning Team, youth applicants must be currently enrolled
in grades 9 - 11 and must be a communicant of an Episcopal Church congregation. Adult
applicants must be at least 25 years old, a communicant of an Episcopal Church, and have
experience working with high school-aged youth.
Click here to continue reading about the event

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:3010:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on
the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.
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SAFE CHURCH TRAINING

T

he Diocesan and St. Paul’s Vestry policy requires Safe Church Training in
an effort to increase the physical, emotional and spiritual safety of our
parish. Policy requires staff and those in the following ministries to attend this
training every five years:
Music Directors, Wardens, Vestry members, Sexton, Sunday School Teachers,
Youth Advisors, Nursery workers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, those who visit shutins on a regular basis, anyone who regularly supervises youth activities (paid or
volunteer), including acolyte trainers and youth choir leaders.
Dorothy Crocker has agreed to lead this effort. A Comprehensive (Basic) Safe
Church training session (7 hour session) is scheduled at St. Paul’s Brookfield on…
Saturday, May 14, 2016 9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Lunch and snacks will be provided
To register, follow this link: https://basicsafechurch51416.eventbrite.com
This training is required and the above session has been scheduled at St. Paul’s
Brookfield for the convenience of our members serving in the above listed
ministries. It is important to note that registration is open to other parishes and on a
first come/first serve basis so mark your calendars and register today. Registration
ends April 30th!
Some certificates have been on file in the Parish office and copies have
been provided; however, it appears not all certificates are on file. With
no certificate, there is no documentation. If you have attended
within the last 5 years, please provide a copy of your certificate
to Dorothy.
The Diocese does offer a recertification class; however, you
must have attended a full day of Basic Safety Church Training
three to five years ago. After five years, you are required to
attend a comprehensive training. To register for recertification,
follow the link below to the Diocese Safe Church Training page.
If you have questions whether your attendance is required, please
contact Dorothy Crocker at 860-355-5672 or text at 860-488-1982.
If you are not available to attend the training on May 14th at St. Paul’s
Brookfield, follow the link below to find another session to attend. Please inform
Dorothy what date you will attend and provide either original or copy of the training
to her for record keeping. Once all required training completed, complete binder
will be provided to the Parish Secretary. Fr. Shepley will be kept informed of all
outstanding/status of training after the May 14th session.
For further information, follow the below link to the Episcopal Safe Church
Training information page: https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/GeneralParish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule/
Thank you for keeping all at St. Paul’s Brookfield safe and compliant!
Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register
online - click here for page with registration links.
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity
 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford
 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville
 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire
 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon
 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m, St. Paul's, Brookfield
 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk
 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m , St. John's, Niantic
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† Israel, God’s Chosen Land 

† Jaffa 

O

ur first lesson this Sunday and next takes place in the harbor town of
Jaffa. On one of our Holy Land trips we arrived early enough on the
first day to visit this quaint and important Mediterranean port town.
Jaffa, also called Japho or Joppa, is the southern, oldest part of Tel Aviv,
an ancient port city in Israel. Jaffa is famous for its association with the
biblical stories of Jonah, Solomon, and Saint Peter. The natural harbor of
Jaffa has been in use since the Bronze Age.
Jaffa is mentioned four times in the Hebrew Bible, as one of the cities
given to the Hebrew Tribe of Dan (Joshua 19:46), as port-of-entry for the
cedars of Lebanon for Solomon's Temple (2 Chronicles 2:16), as the place
whence the prophet Jonah embarked for Tarshish (Jonah 1:3) and again as
port-of-entry for the cedars of Lebanon for the Second Temple of Jerusalem
(Ezra 3:7). Jaffa is mentioned in the Book of Joshua as the territorial border
of the Tribe of Dan, hence the modern term "Gush Dan" for the center of the
coastal plain. The tribe of Dan did not manage to dislocate the Philistines
from Jaffa, but many descendants of Dan
lived along the coast and earned their living from ship
making and sailing. In the "Song of Deborah" the
prophetess asks “Why doth Dan dwell in ships?"
After Canaanite and Philistine dominion, King David and
his son King Solomon conquered Jaffa and used its port to
bring the cedars used in the construction of the First Temple
from Tyre.
The New Testament account of Saint Peter's resurrection
of the widow Tabitha (or Dorcas), recorded in Acts 9:3642, takes place in Jaffa. Acts 10:10-23 relates that, while
Peter was in Jaffa, he had a vision of a large sheet filled
with "clean" and "unclean" animals being lowered from
heaven, together with a message from the Holy Spirit telling
him to accompany several messengers to Cornelius in
Caesarea. Peter retells the story of his vision in Acts 11:417, explaining how he had come to preach the Christian
gospel to the gentiles.
The “Jaffa Gate” in the Holy City was the destination of Jewish and Christian pilgrims
disembarking at the Jaffa port, hence its name. It led (and still leads) directly to the Jewish
and Christian quarters in Jerusalem.

Plans are already underway for other pilgrimages to the Holy
Land in early summer of 2017. Click here for more info and details.
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT! ALPHA SMALL GROUPS ARE HERE!
It’s not too late to join. Contact Tara Shepley for more info.

Did you miss the opening week
video? You can watch it here.
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† Keep Your Eyes on Me
“I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With Him at my right hand, I will not be
shaken.”
Psalm 16:8

by Steve Hemming

Just before the drilling commenced as I sat there “captive” in the dentist’s chair, the
Lord spoke these words to my heart; “Keep your eyes on Me.” You see, prior to my visit to
the dentist’s office yesterday, I never had anything more than a few fillings taken care of,
and here I was, about to have five crowns placed on my bottom teeth. I had just received
three shots in my jaw and tongue (and I am one who does not like needles) and was
watching the dentist select a variety of drill bits as my mouth and lips became numb. The
words I received from the Lord brought me great comfort and strength.
Have you ever been in a situation where you have had to fix your eyes on the Lord to get
through a challenging situation? The writer of Hebrews encourages us to run with
endurance the race of faith that is set before us, by looking unto Jesus, who is the author and
finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). The word looking in Greek is aphorao, which means
to give our undivided attention, by looking away from all distractions in order to fix our
gaze on one object. Aphorao as used in Hebrews 12:2, signifies having eyes for no one but
Jesus.
I was intrigued by the choice of words God gave me, since I could not see Him in the
natural, and even if I could, since I keep my eyes closed
whenever I get work done by my dentist, it would be
impossible for me to see Him. As I considered this, the Lord
recalled to mind the words that He spoke after He was
resurrected to His disciple, “doubting” Thomas; “Thomas,
because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29)
Hebrews 11:1 tells us that faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Moreover, the
Apostle Paul writes, “we do not look at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but
the things which are not seen are eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:18)
Even though I could not physically see the Lord, by faith, in the spiritual realm I could
envision Him and sense His presence. This brought me great peace throughout all the
dental work that I had done, which by the way ended up taking almost five hours to
complete. Because I kept my eyes on the Lord, I was so calm that I often joked with my
dentist, who has a good sense of humor. And God brought me through the lengthy
procedure without any complications or discomfort! Thank You, Lord!

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for
people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
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Happy Birthday to You!

N

icole Castronova celebrates today! Friday is the big day for
Andrew Melody, Debbi Pomeroy & Sarah Shepley. Carol
Woien will be opening presents on Saturday. Steven Zombo &
Susan Cavagna will be blowing out candles on Sunday. Maria Silva will
be another year older and wiser on Monday. Jean Stauffer & Stephanie
Bernardo will be expecting your card on Tuesday. Throw a party on Wednesday
for Ashley Williams, Audrey Powell & Carol Gurski. Have a blessed day everyone!

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
April 17th
April 24th
May 1st

8 am - Polly Sorrentino
8 am - Buni Kovacs
8 am - Ann Allen

10:30 am - Gretchen Barbieri
10:30 am - Dot Crocker
10:30 am - Marie Williams

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.

† St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study
Join us for our seven week video seriesAnne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life.

I

f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves
their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something
more there is The Magnificent Obsession. Gifted Bible teacher Anne
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these
struggles herself. As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not
knowing where that decision would take him. Anne followed
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he
truly is, in an intensely personal relationship. Through personal
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. "
We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm.
 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne
Graham Lotz
 March 15
Session 2 Leave Everything Behind
 April 5
Session 3 Let Everything Go
 April 19
Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely
 May 3
Session 5 Lift Everything Up
 May 17
Session 6 Cast Everything Out
 May 31
Session 7 Lay Everything Down
Participants Guide is available at here.
Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual
Offertory
Closing Hymn

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Jesus Our Mighty Lord
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us Tune: Bradbury
Holy God We Praise Thy Name

Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us

O

ne Christmas Eve, Ira D. Sankey was traveling by steamboat up
the Delaware River.
Asked to sing, Mr. Sankey sang the Shepherd Song. After the song
was ended, a man with a rough, weather-beaten face came up to Mr.
Sankey and said: “Did you ever serve in the Union Army?”
“Yes,” answered Mr. Sankey, in the spring of 1860.
“Can you remember if you were doing picket duty on a bright,
moonlit night in 1862?”
“Yes,” answered Mr. Sankey, very much surprised.
“So did I,” said the stranger, “but I was serving in the Confederate
army. When I saw you standing at your post I said to
myself: ‘That fellow will never get away from here alive.’ I raised my
musket and took aim. I was standing in the shadow completely
concealed, while the full light of the moon was falling upon you.”
“At that instant,” continued the singing, “ just as a moment ago,
you raised your eyes to heaven and began to sing. Music, especially
song, has always had a wonderful power over me, and I took my
finger off the trigger. ‘Let him sing his song to the end,’ I said to
myself. ‘I can shoot him afterwards. He’s my victim at all events, and
my bullet cannot miss him.’”
The singer continued: “But the song you sang then was the song you sang just now. I
heard the words perfectly:
We are Thine, do Thou befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way.
“Those words stirred up many memories in my heart. I began to think of my
childhood and my God-fearing mother. She had many, many times sung that song to
me. But she died all too soon, otherwise much in my life would no doubt have been
different.
“When you had finished your song it was impossible for me to take aim at you again.
I thought: ‘The Lord who is able to save that man from certain death must surely be
great and mighty’ and my arm of its own accord dropped limp at my side.”
—Religious Digest.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

W

e give thanks for our shut-in visitors, hospital chaplains, and our
involvement with the Chaplain Service of Connecticut. The elderly and
infirmed can be renewed day by day through a
meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ. Thank you
to you who share this great news with them.
“Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being
renewed day by day.” 2 Corinthians 4:16 (NIV)
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† Scholarly Speaking
Saints’ Days

T

his article is directed chiefly to those who seek to use the Prayer Book, and
especially its Calendar, as a significant element in their personal prayer lives, but it
is hoped that others will also find it of interest. My particular concern here is with the
Calendar of Saints which provides commemorations on some 285 days of the year.
The original of our current Calendar has been altered by additions and removals of
names at every General Convention since its adoption
in 1979, and by reassignments of dates on a few
occasions. Up until 2009 proposed changes were
originally provisional, and then and either dropped or
ratified as officially part of the BCP at the following
convention. Since 2009, however, proposed changes
have either been renewed for another three-year trial
period or simply dropped. These constant changes
have made it difficult to keep track of what the
Calendar actually is at any given time.
Indeed the Church now has two ‘official’
Calendars: The Calendar set out in Lesser Feasts and
Fasts of 2009* and the Calendar of Holy Women, Holy
Men in its current (2015) iteration (now incorporated in
A Great Cloud of Witnesses)†. Forward Movement
also Calendar as official, but it was in fact superseded
by 1985 when the first group of changes was given
final approval.
As if all this were not confusing enough, the
directions governing Holy Days (BCP, pp. 16-18) make
all of the Lesser Feasts optional (though the designated
dates from one of the official Calendars are apparently
to be used if they are kept at all) and also permit
additional commemorations pretty much at the whim of
whoever chooses to observe them. In effect then the
Calendar is essentially a free-for-all where it is almost impossible to actually find a rule to
break.
Let me conclude by proposing an alternative arrangement for the Calendar. First,
develop some basic criteria for eligibility that would have a recognizable connection with
holiness or sanctity. Second, create a martyrology, i.e. an extensive list of eligible persons
with a brief statement of why they are on it and a suggested date (such as the date of death)
for observance when desired. Third, make a shorter list (I should suggest a maximum of
about 100) for actual inclusion in the Calendar of the Prayer Book itself with a
commendation that they be liturgically commemorated. The criteria and the Martyrology
would be supplements to the BCP, with the same type of authority as the Book of
Occasional Services, and could easily be revised without
affecting the actual text of the BCP. Thus there would be
broad provision for additional observances to supplement
the recommended ones in the BCP, while that list would be
more manageable (and presumably more widely accepted)
than the 200+ black-letter days that now fill our Calendar.
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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*

This seems never to have
been published as the first
edition of the successor volume
(with a quite different calendar)
was also issued that year. It is
available online at Forward
Movement.
†
This has not yet been
published, and the latest updates
are missing from the Forward

† Greater Danbury Prayer Breakfast

T

he Greater Danbury Prayer Breakfast will take place on
Wednesday, May 4th at 7:00 a.m. at the Amber Room.
The keynote speaker this year is Peter A. Scalzo, partner in the law
firm of Gager, Emerson, Rickart, Bower & Scalzo, LLP and a man who
has been very active in ministry in our area for years and well known to
many members of St. Paul’s. We are sure he will be a compelling
speaker.
Tables are complimentary. Last year, St. Paul's had three tables!
If you would like to attend, please contact Pam Szen by return email
or phone to reserve you seat.

What
miracle
did Peter
perform
with
Dorcas?
Acts
9:36-41
NIV
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A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
14

† Art in the Christian Tradition
Peter Raises Tabitha from the Dead
mid 12th century
Cappella Palatina di Palermo

T

he Cappella Palatina was built by Roger II, king of Sicily. It
was the second important church erected at the initiative of
the king, its construction began in 1132, a year after the laying of
the cornerstone of Cefalů's cathedral. It was consecrated in 1140,
and the execution of the extensive mosaic decor, covering the entire
interior, began after that date.
The palace chapel is a blend of Roman and Greek building types.
The mosaic decor, which was completed only during the reign of
Roger II's successors, William I and William II, completely covers
the upper portions of the walls.
Like the architecture, the pictorial program in the chapel's
sanctuary is essentially Byzantine in character. The chapel's oldest
mosaics, and the ones of highest quality both artistically and in
terms of technique, are the ones in the cupola and its drum.
According to an inscription, these must have been completed in
1143. The central motif in the cupola is a Christ Pantocrator,
surrounded by eight angels.
While the pictorial program in the sanctuary is essentially Byzantine in character, this is
not the case in the nave, whose mosaic decor
consists of two pictorial cycles. The Old Testament
cycle, which runs along the side walls of the center
aisle in two registers, follows in the tradition of
Roman church decoration. It begins on the south
wall, next to the crossing, with the story of the
Creation, and ends on the north wall with scenes
from the life of Jacob. The second cycle extends
across both of the side-aisle walls: the stories of
apostles Peter and Paul are related in fourteen
panels, some of them containing two scenes.
Watch the video to appreciate the interior of this
building. The raising of Tabitha occurs at the 1:17
mark.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each
Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl either
right then or after service. Pray for that request for one week.
How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for and
that you are praying for someone else’s! You might just be
praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

{Jesus speaks] "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they _______ ___."
John 10:27 NIV
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† Vestry Meeting
March 7th

Opening: David Williams opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:33 pm. John Tuthill
led a Bible study on D.L. Moody’s
“Prevailing in Prayer - What Hinders It?”
referencing Psalm 51. We must have a
broken and contrite heart first before we
offer petitions. Lois Hunt gave her
testimony of being a lifelong member of St.
Paul’s and coming into a committed
relationship with Jesus while helping to
teach Church School in her middle twenties.
She spoke of how the Lord and her Christian
community helped her through many trials
both physical and emotional; how her faith
continues to grow as she walks with the Lord
in the St. Paul’s family . The February
minutes were approved as circulated.

April 4th with a study of
Mark. Holy week and
Easter services will
include Tenebrae on
Tuesday, Maundy Thursday
service with foot washing of new Vestry
members, Good Friday services at 12 noon
and 6:30 PM, Easter Vigil on Saturday, and
there will be three services on Easter. Please
try to attend as many services as possible .
Old Business: The Vestry retreat will be on
Saturday March 12th 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at
The oratory of the Little Way in
Gaylordsville, Ct. and will include an
overview of Vestry responsibilities, worship,
chapel, workshops and lunch

New Business: Dave Allen
reported that the pew cushions have
been cleaned but are not in good
shape and need to be replaced. The
Property Committee procured three
bids and recommended one
supplier. There are two donations
that
will
cover
the expense. The Vestry
Treasurer’s Report: February was a good
month, income was up from 2015. Franklin approved the purchase of new pew cushions.
The Vestry approved purchase of an
Funds are down 2.4% YTD.
irrigation system for the front lawn and
Committee Reports: Separate reports
gardens from the recommended company.
were submitted by: Dave Allen for Property Mary Perry reported on Ministry Formation:
and Mary Perry for Prayer and Healing
Healing Ministries of St. Paul’s will cover
Team, Stephen Ministry, Wellness and
prayer requests with all emails coming from
Beyond The Red Door.
St. Paul’s server. 500 Pray it Up cards have
been used for prayer requests.
Rector’s Report: Father Joe reports that
he delights to be with us in this parish and
Closing: The meeting was closed with
loves the joyful worship. Alpha will begin
corporate prayer at 9:00 pm.
after Easter with groups meeting in homes
Respectfully submitted,
this year. A men’s Bible study will begin
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry
Dominican Republic Summer Event Seeks Teen Counselors
This summer, eight students (ages 14-18) will represent the Episcopal Church in
Connecticut in the Dominican Republic, July
16-24. While there, they will coordinate
crafts and games for a Vacation Bible School
at Iglesia Santa Margarita, a mission in
Santo Domingo.
If you are interested or know someone who
may be interested, please click the
following link to access the folder which
includes more details and the program
application, here. Also, you may contact
Alan McCollom for further details, 914-2349146, amc0126@mail.com
Application deadline: May 1
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, April 14th

Edward Thomas Demby & Henry Beard Delany
Priests, 1957 & 1928

E

dward Thomas Demby and Henry Beard Delany, two of the first African-American
bishops in the Episcopal Church, were instrumental in the struggle of minorities to
take their place in the highest positions of leadership in a church often hostile to their
presence.
Born in Delaware in 1869, Edward Demby attended Howard
University and became an Episcopalian while serving as the Dean of
Students at Paul Quinn College in Texas. Bishop John Spalding
recognized Demby’s gifts for ministry and sent him to work in the
Diocese of Tennessee. Ordained a deacon in 1898 and a priest the next
year, he served parishes in Illinois, Missouri, and Florida. In 1907, he
returned to Tennessee as rector of Emmanuel Church in Memphis. He
was also appointed as the Archdeacon for Colored Work, with
responsibilities for the segregated “colored convocations” in the South.
While serving as Archdeacon, Demby was elected Bishop Suffragan
for Colored Work in the Diocese of Arkansas and the Province of the
Southwest. A major contributor to the westward expansion of the Episcopal Church,
Demby drew African Americans into the church through his work with black hospitals,
schools, and orphanages. Despite the difficulties he encountered among the white
leadership in the South, Demby worked his whole life toward the full recognition of African
Americans in the Episcopal Church.
enry Beard Delany was ordained to the episcopate the same
year as Edward Demby. Born a slave in St. Mary’s, Georgia,
Delany also served as Archdeacon for Colored Work, working in the
Diocese of North Carolina. He was called to be Bishop Suffragan for
Colored Work in the Diocese of North Carolina, but his ministry
extended into the dioceses of East and Western North Carolina, South
Carolina, and Upper South Carolina.
Delany was a strong advocate for the integration of African
American Episcopalians into the wider church despite the Jim Crow laws of the day and the
efforts of many leaders of the white majority in the church who viewed the presence of men
like Demby and Delany as threats to their power and authority.

H

P

am Szen is sharing Christ's love with students as a
Reading Buddy at South Street School in Danbury!
Interested in being part of Jericho's CityServe initiative and
helping students learn to read? Fill out the form here: http://
jerichopartnership.org/volunteer/

18

† This Sunday’s Readings
Our Good Shepherd
Acts 9:36-43
n this reading from the story of the early church Peter is summoned to Joppa and raises up
a disciple named Tabitha. Tabitha was known for her many good works and her
restoration to life led to numerous new converts. Peter then stays for a time in Joppa with
Simon, a tanner whose occupation would have rendered him a near outcast.

I

Psalm 23
The Lord is shepherd and guide. God is present in the time of danger and is generous and
merciful.
Revelation 7:9-17
This lesson presents a vision of those who have survived great tribulation
and now worship before the throne of God and the Lamb. These myriad
saints come from all over the world and have been purified through their own
sufferings in association with the sacrifice of the Lamb. But now the Lamb
(which is a figure for Jesus) will be their shepherd, and they will suffer no
longer. Such a vision would be a great
consolation to those undergoing persecution.

John 10:22-30
The challenge for most
mainline Christians is not
following Jesus. We've

been taught pretty well
John 10:22-30
about that. The challenge
In our gospel Jesus speaks to those who are
unable to come to belief in him and then tells of
for us is recognizing
his sheep who belong to him forever. Some of
Jesus' voice.
the Jewish people gather around Jesus in one of
the areas alongside the main temple. They ask if
he is the Christ, but Jesus sees that they do not believe. Yet the
sheep that the Father has given can never be taken from the Father’s
protection, and Jesus is one with the Father.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

W

† Sermon Shorts

ords Matter: Do you love me or do you love me?.
To replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow
this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon
archives as well.
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† So, Why Did Jesus Change Saul’s Name to Paul?

H

e didn't. Many mistakenly assume the Lord changed Saul's name to Paul sometime
after Saul converted from Judaism to Christianity, which happened during his
encounter with Christ on the Road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-19). Unlike the instance of Jesus
changing Simon's name to Kepha (Gk. Petros) as a way of signifying the special role he
would play in the Church (Mt 16:18, Jn 1:41-42), in Paul's case there was no name change.
Saul of Tarsus was born a Jew, "circumcised on the eight day, of the race of Israel, or the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrew parentage, in observance of the law a
Pharisee" (Phil 3:5). The Hebrew name given him by his parents was Saul, but, because his
father was a Roman citizen (and therefore Saul inherited Roman citizenship), Saul also had
the Latin name Paul (Acts 16:37, 22:25-28), the custom of dual names being common in
those days. Since he grew up in a strict Pharisee environment, the name Saul was by far the
more appropriate name to go by. But after his conversion Saul determined to bring the
gospel to the Gentiles, so he dusted off his Roman name and became known as Paul, a name
Gentiles were accustomed to.
Adopting his Roman name was typical of Paul's missionary style. His method was to
put people at their ease and to approach them with his message in a language and style they
could relate to. We should take a cue from Paul as we engage in apologetics work. No, we
don't need to adopt new names, but we should accommodate ourselves to our audiences (and
that means audiences as small as one person).
We want to speak to people in their own styles,
so far as we can, and we want to address their
particular concerns. We don't want to raise
people's hackles before we even have a chance
to raise issues.
As Paul explained,
Although I am free in regard to all, I have
made myself a slave to all so as to win over as
many as possible. To the Jews I became a Jew
to win over Jews; to those under the law I
became like one under the law - though I
myself am not under the law - to win over those
under the law. To those outside the law I
became like one outside the law. To the weak I
became weak to win over the weak. I have
become all things to all, to save at least some.
All this I do for the sake of the gospel, so that I
too may have a share in it. (1 Cor 9:19-23; see
also 1 Cor 10:33, Rom 15:1).
ALPHA is back by popular demand!
ALPHA is all about making new
friends who meet together for
dinner and share in an open
small group discussion about
life, faith, and God.
It’s not too late to
join a small group. This
year Alpha groups will run
on several nights each week
in private homes and at
church. Contact Tara
Shepley
Tbshepley@gmail.com
20
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Andrew’s, Meriden; Christ Church, Middle
Haddam; St. George’s, Middlebury; Holy Trinity,
Middletown.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Hospital chaplains; Stephen Ministers; other
pastoral care groups; ministries of healing; parish nurses; wellness programs; recovery
ministries.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Ed Licence,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs &
Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Sierra Leone; the people of the Ukraine; our sister and brother members of
the Apostolic Pastoral Congress.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food basket collections
for the month of April.
.....Bethany Christian Services, (ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership), which Bethany,
the nation's largest adoption agency, opened its doors in Connecticut in 2011 with a mission
to show the love of Christ by providing social services to children. Bethany's counseling and
adoption procedures are free of charge for birth mothers. .
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old;
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church. Daniel Smith, purpose and peace.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's
loving embrace.
…..Mike Chengeri (Mike’s father), healing as he is currently in the hospital in New Jersey.
…..Sandy Chaleski, healing of heart surgery and from back pain.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Young Children recite
the 23rd Psalm.
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† Men’s Bible Study

ur latest Men’s Bible study got off to a roaring start last
Monday with 23 men in attendance! It is based on Bishop
N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this study, N.T.
Wright helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel the
urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and
fresh. Wright helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a
powerful message that comes home to the church to today and
tomorrow just as much as it did to the church of yesterday. Fr. Joe
has copies of the guide book for $12 each. All the studies are
available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

J

Finkelstein and Jesus

esus was wandering around Jerusalem when He decided that He really needed a new robe.
After looking around for a while, He saw a sign for Finkelstein, the Tailor. So, He went
in and made the necessary arrangements to have Finkelstein prepare a new robe for Him.
When the robe was finished, Jesus tried it on - a perfect fit!
He asked how much He owed. Finkelstein brushed him off: 'No, no, no, for the Son of God
there's no charge! However, may I ask for a small favor. Perhaps when asked you could just
mention that your nice new robe was made by Finkelstein, the Tailor?'
A few months later, while Jesus was again walking through Jerusalem , He happened to walk past
Finkelstein's shop and noted a huge line of people waiting for Finkelstein's robes.
He pushed his way through the crowd to speak to him and as soon as Finkelstein spotted him he said:
'Jesus, Jesus, look what you've
done for my business! Would
you consider a partnership?'
'Certainly,' replied Jesus.' Jesus
& Finkelstein it is.'
'Oh, no, no,' said Finkelstein.
Totally
'Finkelstein & Jesus. After all, I
am the craftsman.' The two of
Random Fact
them debated this for some time.
Did you know ... that
Their discussion was long and
it is possible to catch
spirited, but ultimately fruitful -and cook a St Paul
and they finally came up with a
rock lobster without
mutually acceptable compromise.
removing it from the
A few days later, the new sign
sea?
went up over Finkelstein's shop:

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Dorothy
Crocker, Steve Hemming, Carolyn
Legg, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Dori McManus,
Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Robin
Powell, Reyna
Sampson, John Sarver,
Joe Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Pam Szen, John Tuthill
and Gail Winkley.
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