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† Jesus Never Challenged It …
"God loves a cheerful giver."

(2 Corinthians 9:7)

Dear Family of St. Paul's,

L

ast Sunday we were challenged to consider our level of giving to God.

Tithing, that is, giving ten percent, was the law for the Israelites, and it is the standard
in the New Testament. Jesus never challenged it, and in some circumstances called for
much more.
The truth about tithing is that once we Christians wean ourselves from law on to grace, we
move from the begrudging discipline of giving 10% to the cheerful action of sometimes
offering much more than a tithe, because our heart is changed. From our hearts we want to
see others experience the love of God as we have and where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.
We can't outgive God, and God gives it all back to us and even
more. But we won't know this until we try
it. Stop holding back your full life
from God, step out in faith and see
how real your faith can become. It
ultimately all belongs to the Lord
anyway.
We can't comprehend giving until
we have settled the most important
matter we will ever face - is Jesus’ love
for real? I'm banking on it. Won't you join
me?
Faithfully,

You Can’t Outgive God

I

n urging the Corinthian
believers to give
generously, Paul is aware that he
must address a very human
concern in a world of limited re
sources. Some of his hearers
must have been thinking, “If I
give as altruistically as Paul is
urging me to give, there may not
(Continued on page 2)

(Continued from page 1)

You Can’t Outgive God

be enough to meet my own needs.” Making use of an extended agricultural metaphor, Paul
assures them that in God’s economy things work differently. He has already alluded to a
principle from the book of Proverbs, noting that the “one who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully” (compare 2 Cor. 9:6
with Prov. 11:24–25). He followed this up by quoting an aphorism from the Greek version
of Proverbs 22:8, that “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). From this he infers a
promise that for the one who gives generously,
God can and will cause all sorts of blessings to
abound.
Paul, therefore, assures the Corinthians that
their generosity does not come at the risk of
future poverty. On the contrary, generosity is
the route to prevent future deprivation. “God is
able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of
everything, you may share abundantly in every
good work” (2 Cor. 9:8). In the next two verses
he assures those who sow (or “scatter”) generously to the poor that God will provide them
with enough seed for that sowing and for bread for their own needs. He underscores this
when he says, “You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will
produce thanksgiving to God through us” (2 Cor. 9:11), a promise that encompasses and
goes beyond material blessings.
Although Paul is clearly speaking of material generosity and blessing, we must be
careful not to turn an assurance of God’s provision into an expectation of getting rich. God
is no pyramid scheme! The “abundance” Paul speaks of means “having enough of
everything,” not getting rich. The so-called “prosperity gospel” profoundly misunderstands
passages like this. Following Christ is not a money-making scheme, as Paul has been at
pains to say throughout the letter.
We must be careful not to distort this promise into the false gospel of health and wealth,
as many have done. God does not promise true believers a big house and an expensive car.
But he does assure us that if we look to the needs of others, he will make sure that our needs
will be met in the process.
© 2014 by the Theology of Work Project, Inc.

The St. Paul’s Quilters
are meeting this Saturday at
11 am in Crocker Hall.
Bring along any project
you’re working on.
“Transforming remnants
into awarding winning
quilts!”
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J

esus gives us a new commandment - “Love
one another. Just as I have loved you, you
should also love one another … everyone will
know you are my disciples if you love one
another.” How better can we affirm that we
are stewards and disciples than by loving god
in return, and by using our gratitude and
generosity to serve the needs of others?
Who was the centurion Cornelius instructed to send for in a vision?
a) Philip
b) Peter
c) Saul
Acts 10:3-5 NIV

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Apr 21 Fri, Apr 22
Sat, Apr 23

-

5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Alpha Small Group, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group, Crocker Hall
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion II & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Alpha Small Group, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group, Crocker Hall

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Sun, Apr 24 -

Mon, Apr 25 Tue, Apr 26 Wed, Apr 27 Thu, Apr 28 Fri, Apr 29
Sat, Apr 30

-

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Sun, May 1 -

Click Below to

Click Below to
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, April 25th

A

St. Mark, the Evangelist

disciple of Jesus, named Mark, appears in several places in the New Testament. If
all references to Mark can be accepted as referring to the same person, we learn
that he was the son of a woman who owned a house in Jerusalem, perhaps the same house
in which Jesus ate the Last Supper with his disciples. Mark may have been the young man
who fled naked when Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane. In his letter to the
Colossians, Paul refers to “Mark the cousin of Barnabas,” who was with him in his
imprisonment. Mark set out with Paul and Barnabas on their
first missionary journey, but he turned back for reasons which
failed to satisfy Paul (Acts 15:36–40). When another journey
was planned, Paul refused to have Mark with him. Instead,
Mark went with Barnabas to Cyprus. The breach between
Paul and Mark was later healed, and Mark became one of
Paul’s companions in Rome, as well as a close friend of
Peter’s.
An early tradition recorded by Papias, Bishop of Hieropolis
in Asia Minor at the beginning of the second century, names
Mark as the author of the Gospel bearing
his name. This tradition, which holds
that Mark drew his information from
the teaching of Peter, is generally
accepted. In his First Letter, Peter
refers to “my son Mark,” which shows a close relationship
between the two men (1Peter 5:13).
The Church of Alexandria in Egypt claimed Mark as its first
bishop and most illustrious martyr, and the great Church of St.
Mark in Venice commemorates the disciple who progressed from
turning back while on a missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas to
proclaiming in his Gospel Jesus of Nazareth as Son of God, and bearing witness to that faith
in his later life as friend and companion to the apostles Peter and Paul.

Presiding Bishop calls for prayers for Ecuador
Presiding Bishop and Primate Michael B. Curry has called for prayers for the
people and Dioceses of Ecuador following a devastating earthquake on April 17.
Two dioceses of the Episcopal Church are located in Ecuador: Litoral Ecuador led
by Bishop Alfredo Morante and Central Ecuador led by Bishop Victor Scantlebury.
A magnitude-7.8 earthquake hit the South American country on Sunday, April 17.
News reports indicate the death toll is over 200 people with 2500 injured.
The following is the message Presiding Bishop Curry sent to the bishops and
people:
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Please know that your brothers and
sisters throughout the Episcopal Church
are praying for you. We will be with you
during this time and in the days ahead.
You are not alone. May the love of God
embrace and strengthen you.
Your brother in Christ,
+Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church
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† Warden Notes
- Mary Perry

H

i all! Welcome to our first in a series
of Warden Notes!
David Williams and I will be sharing our
point of view of various topics that are
impacting the St. Paul’s community. Our
intent is to give you a transparent look into
the leadings of our church today.
May I say first, it is truly an exciting time
to be at St. Paul’s!
Your Vestry recently held a Retreat which was a time for us to be together, free
from distractions, and to focus on our
individual and corporate relationship with
the Lord. The goal for our retreat was to
seek direction from God as to where He is
leading us, and to prayerfully hear what role
He wants each of us to play.
In prayer, we focused and discussed two
Challenges that were given to the entire
Parish in Fr. Joe’s talk at the St. Paul’s
Annual Meeting in January:
1. Hear the call to ministry and take
action.
a. Some of us will go deeper into
the ministries we are currently
involved in and others of us will
feel called to ministries for the first
time.
2. Be three things with each other:
a. More Vulnerable - share our stories with
each so as to encourage each other,
b. More Authentic – be more accountable
to each other in love (set some goals, and do
what we say we are going to do), and
c. Extend more Grace to each other – (be
more kind and forgiving with each other)

I sense this is a season for
each of us, right where we are
in Christ, to take a step
forward toward where He is
leading. How?
3. One step at a time.
4. Lean on Him and each
other for support as we grow.
5. Trust that He will provide where he
leads.
You’ve heard in Fr. Joe’s past two sermons
that God is Challenging each of us, and I am
personally grateful that He has trusted this
flock with Fr. Joe as our Shepherd and we
are all together in this.
I’m reminded of a verse from “For You
Alone” that we sing on Sunday’s” -So, here I stand with you, I am not on my
own
My hands are lifted high so you can take
control
And I will follow you, into the great
unknown
Oh Lord, please give me the strength to
live for you alone.
Amen.

† Jericho Partnership

I

t would appear Sir Arthur
needs to get a little more
sleep at night! But he does keep
busy with Fr. Joe! Here Sir
Arthur poses with Fr. Joe’s new
mentee, Raimir. Fr. Joe started
recently with the Pathways
Mentoring Program, a ministry of
the Jericho Partnership. If you
would like to volunteer as a
mentor, contact Fr. Joe or Pam
Szen.
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"Honest Conversations with Muslim Neighbors"

W

e are writing to invite you to a special edition of our "Honest Conversations with
Muslim Neighbors,” a series organized by the Connecticut Council for
Interreligious Understanding, the Muslim Coalition of Connecticut, and Hartford
Seminary. Over the past year, we have presented these programs for broad audiences at
faith communities across the state. This upcoming conversation, hosted by the Cathedral of
St. Joseph and the Archdiocese of Hartford, is intended especially for faith leaders.
We all know that ignorance, misunderstanding and bigotry
threaten religious freedom and interreligious coexistence for
all of us. By getting to know, understand, and appreciate
each other, as persons and as members of our various
religious traditions, we can overcome this danger.
Muslims in the United States, while a religious minority
in numbers, are present in every dimension of American
society. Yet Islamophobia - fear, prejudice and hatred
directed at Islam and Muslims - is all too evident in this
country today. As people of faith, we can and must step
forward to counter such prejudice with both understanding
and compassion.
Yet how well do most non-Muslims and Muslims know
one another? And what can you, as a faith leader, do to
change this for the better, in your preaching and teaching,
your ministry and your daily life in the community?
Here is a place to begin. Thursday evening, April 28, you can be part of an
informative, enriching "Honest Conversation." A panel of Muslims from the Hartford area
will share their beliefs, reflect on
their experiences, and respond to
your questions. You will also have a
chance to engage the panelists - and
each other - in interfaith dialogue on
a personal, one-on-one level.
Date / Time: Thursday, April
28, 7:00 pm
Location: the auditorium at
Cathedral Green Apartments, 809
Asylum Avenue, Hartford
Our three panelists are:
Imam & Attorney Refai Arefin,
of the Islamic Association of Greater
Hartford / Berlin Mosque
Professor Feryal Salem,
Assistant Professor of Islamic
Scriptures & Law, and Co-Director of the Islamic Chaplaincy Program, Hartford Seminary
Professor Timur Yuskaev, Associate Professor of Contemporary Islam, Co-Director of
the Islamic Chaplaincy Program, and Director, Imam & Muslim Community Leadership
Program, Hartford Seminary
We hope you can be with us for this vitally important interfaith gathering, and that you
will encourage your colleagues in ministry to attend with you. Please RSVP to let us know
you're coming. Thanks, and we look forward to seeing you soon!
Sincerely,
Terry Schmitt
Heidi Hadsell
Aida Mansoor
Executive Director
President
President
CT Council for
Hartford Seminary
Muslim Coalition of CT
Interreligious Understanding
RSVP: interfaith@ccfiu.org / (860) 556-9556
More information: Contact Tara Shepley, or visit: www.ccfiu.org
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† Persevere!
“But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.”
Romans 8:25

by Steve Hemming

A

s we face trials in life by faith, it will produce perseverance, and as a result of
persevering through our tribulations, we will develop character, and from
character, hope (Romans 5:3-4). I have witnessed a young friend of mine, Matt, persevere
through numerous trials during this past year, and despite the odds
against him, he never gave up hope.
I first met Matt in September of 2014. He was a senior at
Worcester State University (WSU), and he had applied for a part-time
job in my department at WPI, a position that reported directly to me.
At the conclusion of the interview, we sensed that Matt would be
perfect for the job, as he possessed both the skills
and desirable demeanor we were
looking for. Right from the start,
Matt has been an outstanding
coworker; dedicated, reliable, and
his customer service skills are
second to none. Matt quickly grew to love his job and early on expressed a
strong desire to work full-time at WPI, once he graduated from WSU.
Unfortunately, tragedy struck his family last year on April 1st, when
Matt’s mother died suddenly and unexpectedly from a brain aneurism.
Stricken with grief and facing an uncertain future, he wasn’t able to complete
his coursework and graduate in May. And what was only a few months after his
mother passed, Matt was shocked to learn his Dad had already met another
woman, and was going to get married and move to New Hampshire where his
future wife lived. Matt was heartbroken and felt abandoned and all alone.
Recently, Matt told me that if it were not for the Lord, and his work and relationships at
WPI, he doesn’t know how he would have survived.
Last August, a newly created full-time position that reported to me became available,
and Matt quickly applied. He would have been the obvious choice, however, because Matt
was still attending Worcester State to complete the requirements of his degree, he would not
have been available full-time until January of this year. Also, it was Matt’s priority and
desire to strive for and achieve high grades as he finished school as a way to honor his mom.
Since Matt needed to concentrate on his schoolwork, and I needed the position filled as
(Continued on page 8)

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for
people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen
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(Continued from page 7)

Persevere!

quickly as possible because we were about to enter a very busy season, I could not wait for
him to finish, and reluctantly, had to hire an outside candidate who was immediately
available (who, by the grace of God, has turned out to be a great hire).
When this particular “door” of opportunity at WPI closed, I was truly saddened at the
thought there was no chance there would be another position in our department available for
Matt. And he felt the same way. Since completing his degree in January, Matt diligently
began applying for jobs in both academia and in the corporate world. Then suddenly, in
early February, a colleague in our department abruptly left WPI.
Because of the skills and experience the departed coworker possessed, Matt would not
be qualified enough for this newly vacant position. However, as my fellow manager
reviewed the job description of the vacancy, and after conferring with his team, they
unanimously felt led to modify the skills and experience, and downgrade the job, which
ended up resulting in the creation of a new position. As it was
rewritten, Matt now qualified for the new job, and he was the first
to apply.
By now, you can probably guess how this story ends. Matt
was selected for the new position from a large pool of applicants,
both internal and external. Clearly, Matt was the strongest
candidate, for it seemed as though the position was written
specifically for him. He was formally offered the job by our
Human Resource department. And as a side note, it will pay Matt
more money and offer him a greater opportunity for upward
mobility than the position that I had available last summer.
I’ve only shared with you the “tip of the iceberg” of the
difficulties Matt faced since his mother went home early to be
with the Lord. However, despite all the tribulations he encountered, Matt pressed on and
through with an unwavering hope that God would provide for his every need. In the end,
Matt’s perseverance and hope in the Lord did not disappoint (Romans 5:5). And as a result
of his persistence, his heart’s desire to work at WPI was realized.
What trials are you facing today? No matter their severity, don’t ever give up hope!
Persevere!
“Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Israel, God’s Chosen Land 

† Caesarea (Maritima) 

O



ne of the first stops on our Holy Land trips is a visit
to Caesarea, an ancient port city built by Herod the
Great from 25-13 BC along the Mediterranean Sea and
named after Augustus Caesar. Amazingly, there are many
fabulous archeological ruins of the aqueduct, theater,
amphitheater and hippodrome where chariot races and
gladiator fights were staged and evidence of the magnificent
harbor built here so long ago.
Here, during excavations, a stone was discovered with the
words “TIBERIVM” and “PILATUS”, references to
Emperor Tiberias and Pontius Pilate. This important find is
the only physical evidence of Pilate’s existence.
Caesarea was first introduced to Christianity when Peter
baptized the Centurion Cornelius along with his household
and soldiers. This was the first time any Apostle had
preached to the Gentiles.
This Sunday’s reading from Acts 11 talks about Peter’s
vision while he was in Joppa and how the Holy Spirit told him to go with men from
Caesarea. “The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them
and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. He told
us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, `Send to Joppa and bring
Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire
household will be saved.' And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it
had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said,
`John baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit.' If then God gave them the
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder
God?" When they heard this, they were silenced.
And they praised God, saying, "Then God has
given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads
to life."
The area is now designated a National Park and
in addition to its’ historic significance, the Roman
theatre located at the site often hosts concerts by
major Israeli and international artists.

Plans are already underway for other pilgrimages to the Holy
Land in early summer of 2017. Click here for more info and details.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Easter Customs

I

wrote recently about some of the issues surrounding the date of Easter, and the
continuing differences between the Eastern and Western churches in determining that
date. Now I would look at some of the customs related to the Easter Season - and we can
start by noting that in spite of the differences on the date of Easter
there has long been a general agreement that the season lasts for
the fifty days from Easter Day through Pentecost.
I still remember, from the early 50’s, going to church on Low
Sunday (the traditional name for the Second Sunday of Easter) and
hearing the rector begin his sermon with the statement, “Now that
Easter is over…”, though in fact it was just beginning.* The idea
of a 50 day season was derived from Jewish practice where
Passover was followed 50 days later by the Jewish Feast of Weeks
or Shavuot, called Pentecost in the New Testament - the terms are
equivalent, one refers to a week of weeks (49 days plus one to
round out the cycle) and the other designates a period of 50 days. Among the Jews the two
feasts celebrate the departure from Egypt and giving of the Ten Commandments at Sinai,
while for Christians they
celebrated the Resurrection, and
the coming of the Holy Ghost.
The first 40 days recall the
continuing presence of the Risen
Lord, and after the Ascension a
time of reflection until the Spirit
came to empower the disciples to
preach, baptize, and form the
new church. Regardless of how
the starting date was computed,
the idea of the seven week
season seems to have been
widely observed well before
Nicæa.
While Nicæa was not entirely
successful in establishing a
single date of Easter, they also
provided some guidelines for the
celebration of the Resurrection season. The principal provisions were that this time should
be free of fasting, and that people should stand, rather than kneel, for prayer.† (The same
rules were also extended to Sundays as these too were recurring celebrations of the
Resurrection.) The lighting of the Paschal Candle during
this season can be found as early as the later 4th century
and is widespread in the Western liturgical churches.
Although it is not found in this form in Eastern rites,
special candles are often carried by the priest and deacon
at the liturgies in Easter.
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

To be fair to him, the older Prayer Books did not make the point as
clearly as the new that this is one festal season and not simply a
feast day and then 49 more
days afterwards.
o you have a question you
†
These rules reflect the
would like answered by our
teaching in the synoptic
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
Gospels that it is wrong to
mourn or fast when the
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
bridegroom (Jesus) is with
historical or other inquiries to:
them

D

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I
have loved you, so you also should love one another.”
John 13:34

I

t is easy to love someone when they love us back. But it
takes courage for us to love someone when we feel
unappreciated, used or feel our opinion doesn’t matter. It takes courage to “love my
neighbor” when he may be someone I don’t like, someone I don’t know or someone who
doesn’t look like me.

† Mothers Day Flowers

M

other’s Day is May 8th. Anyone wishing to have flowers on the
altar in loving memory of a mother, please make your check
payable to St. Paul’s Church, with the name or names of those to be
remembered on the memo line. All memorials are due by
Sunday, May 1st. Contact Gail Winkley with any questions at
203 775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
In what city was Peter staying when Cornelius sent for him?
a) Jerusalem
b) Samaria
c) Joppa
Acts 10:30-32 NIV

G

racious God, your amazing love extends through all time and space, to all
parts of your creation, which you created and called good. You made a
covenant with Noah and his family, putting a rainbow in the sky to
symbolize your promise of love and blessing to every living creature, and to all
successive generations. You made a covenant with Abraham and Sarah, blessing
them and their descendants throughout the generations.
You made a covenant with Moses and the Israelite
people to all generations, giving them the 10
commandments and challenging them to choose life.
In Jesus, you invite us to enter into a new covenant,
in communion with all who seek to be faithful to you.
As people of faith, we are called into covenant. Your
covenant of faithfulness and love extends to the
whole creation. We pray for the healing of the earth,
that present and future generations may enjoy the fruits
of creation, and continue to glorify and praise you.
—National Council of Churches

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:3010:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on
the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.
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† Psalm Springs
In Praise of Psalms for Praising God!
by John Tuthill

P

salms, in many but not in all ways, is the longest book in all the Bible. It may
also be the most perfect single storm of all varieties of longings, praises,
thanksgivings to God.
"And, not only that, but the very book that best dramatizes, again and again, the gap
between our language and the indescribable God, between our certainty that God is with
us and our anxiety that he has abandoned us, between his cosmic proportions and our
comic littleness.*" (New Yorker Magazine Oct. 1 2007 article).
Our Psalm this Sunday is #148. This Psalm will both begin and end with "Praise the
Lord" as shouted from all parts of the Lord's Creation. Unexpected varieties of praise
maybe found throughout the Book of Psalms and may include these listed below:
(What other favorites have you found?)
* Silence. (Encouraged in Psalms) Even silence is praise for God!: (Psalm 46:10)
 Sleep. (Psalm 3:1-7)
 Opening doors. (Psalm 84:10-12)
 Lifting hands. (Psalm 63)
 Being stirred, never shaken. (With apologies to '007') (Psalm 30:6-12)
"Lord my God, I will praise you forever!" -Psalm 30:12

T

he Holocaust
survivor Moshe Tzvi
Berger presents his latest art
work, the 150 Psalms in
paintings as well as 42
kabbalistic paintings with the
theme "The Sun as Healer".
All paintings are shown as a
permanent exhibition at the
Museum of Psalms in
Jerusalem (Israel). HaRav
Kook Street 9.

12

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, April 21st

Anselm
Archbishop of Canterbury, 1109

A

nselm was born in Italy about 1033, and took monastic vows in 1060 at the Abbey
of Bec in Normandy. He succeeded his teacher Lanfranc as Prior of Bec in 1063,
and as Archbishop of Canterbury in
1093. His episcopate was stormy,
Even the fool, who (in Psalm 14) says
in continual conflict with the crown
over the rights and freedom of the
in his heart “There is no God,” must
Church. His greatest talent lay in
have an idea of God in his mind
theology and spiritual direction.
As a pioneer in the scholastic
method, Anselm remains the great exponent of the so-called “ontological argument” for the
existence of God: God is “that than which nothing greater can be thought.” Even the fool,
who (in Psalm 14) says in his heart “There is no God,” must have an idea of God in his
mind, the concept of an unconditional being (ontos) than which nothing greater can be
conceived; otherwise he would not be able to speak of “God” at all. And
so this something, “God,” must exist outside the mind as well; because, if
he did not, he would not in fact be that than which nothing greater can be
thought. Since the greatest thing that can be thought must have existence
as one of its properties, Anselm asserts, “God” can be said to exist in
reality as well as in the intellect, but is not dependent upon the material
world for verification. To some, this “ontological argument” has seemed
mere deductive rationalism; to others it has the merit of showing that faith
in God need not be contrary to human reason.
Anselm is also the most famous exponent of the “satisfaction theory” of the atonement.
Anselm explains the work of Christ in terms of the feudal society of his day. If a vassal
breaks his bond, he has to atone for this to his lord; likewise, sin violates a person’s bond
with God, the supreme Lord, and atonement or satisfaction must be made. Of ourselves, we
are unable to make such atonement, because God is perfect and we are not. Therefore, God
himself has saved us, becoming perfect man in Christ, so that a perfect life could be offered
in satisfaction for sin.
Undergirding Anselm’s theology is a profound piety. His spirituality is best summarized
in the phrase, “faith seeking understanding.” He writes, “I do not seek to understand that I
may believe, but I believe in order that I may understand. For this, too, I believe, that unless
I first believe, I shall not understand.”

† Greater Danbury Prayer Breakfast

T

he Greater Danbury Prayer Breakfast will take place on
Wednesday, May 4th at 7:00 a.m. at the Amber Room.
The keynote speaker this year is Peter A. Scalzo, partner in the
law firm of Gager, Emerson, Rickart, Bower & Scalzo, LLP and a
man who has been very active in ministry in our area for years and
well known to many members of St. Paul’s. We are sure he will be a
compelling speaker.
Tables are complimentary. Last year, St. Paul's had three tables!
If you would like to attend, please contact Pam Szen by return
email or phone to reserve you seat.
What was on the large sheet that Peter saw
three times in a trance?
Acts 10:9-16 NIV

Did you miss last week’s Children’s
sermon? Click here to watch it.
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Happy Birthday to You!

C

hris Boyce & Megan Keating celebrate today! Sunday
is the big day for Ian Loring & Pam Szen. Michael
Chengeri will be opening presents on Tuesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

Social media is the new greeter at your church
- it greets people all day every day, not just on Sundays!
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
April 24th
May 1st
May 8th

8 am - Buni Kovacs
8 am - Ann Allen
8 am - Heather Melody

10:30 am - Dot Crocker
10:30 am - Marie Williams
10:30 am - Christine Domareck

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.

† St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study
Join us for our seven week video seriesAnne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life.

I

f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves
their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something
more there is The Magnificent Obsession. Gifted Bible teacher Anne
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these
struggles herself. As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not
knowing where that decision would take him. Anne followed
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he
truly is, in an intensely personal relationship. Through personal
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. "
We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm.
 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne
Graham Lotz
 March 15
Session 2 Leave Everything Behind
 April 5
Session 3 Let Everything Go
 April 19
Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely
 May 3
Session 5 Lift Everything Up
 May 17
Session 6 Cast Everything Out
 May 31
Session 7 Lay Everything Down
Participants Guide is available at here.
Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
In Christ There is No East or West
Where Charity and Love Prevail Tune: St. Peter
Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

H

enry Francis Lyte, the author of this hymn, didn't have an easy life. His father
abandoned the family while Henry was still a boy. Then Henry's mother and
brother died, leaving Henry an orphan at age nine. A Christian couple, Dr. and Mrs. Robert
Burrows, learned of his circumstances, took him in, and
provided for his education.
Lyte studied for the ministry, was ordained, and a year
later in 1816, Lyte experienced an evangelical
conversion. In attendance on a dying priest, the latter
convinced Lyte that both had earlier been mistaken in not
having taken the Epistles of St. Paul "in their plain and
literal sense." Lyte began to study the Bible "and preach
in another manner," following the example of four or five
local clergymen whom he had previously laughed at and
considered "enthusiastic rhapsodists." Lyte served
several small churches - the last in Brixham on the
English Channel - a pleasant fishing village where he
served for 23 years. While at Brixham, he formed a
Sunday school that enrolled 800 children.
While at Brixham, Lyte wrote a great many hymns based
on the Psalms. "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven,"
based on Psalm 103, is one of those. Queen Elizabeth
had it sung as the processional for her coronation.
Another of Lyte's hymns, "Abide with me," was the favorite hymn of King George V.
Lyte suffered ill health for most of his life, and died at age 54. He had never been
anything but a village pastor, but he enriched the lives of all those in his community, and the
800 children in his Sunday school, and the sailors to whom he carried on a special ministry,
and all of us who enjoy his hymns.
I suspect that no one would have been more surprised than Henry Lyte to learn that one
of his hymns was the favorite of King George and another was sung at Queen Elizabeth's
coronation. But that is often how God works, using people whom we might think to be
ordinary to give us extraordinary blessings.
- copyright 2007, Richard Niell Donovan

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
"By believing against all odds and loving against all odds,
that is how we are to let Jesus show in the world and to transform the world."

W

e give thanks for our newborns, our youth
and newcomers. We give thanks for their
eagerness to grow in the faith and seek the sacrament
of baptism, first communion, confirmation and reception; and
those mentors and teachers who prepare them.
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT! ALPHA SMALL GROUPS ARE HERE!
It’s not too late to join. Contact Tara Shepley for more info.

Did you miss the Who Is Jesus?
video? You can watch here.
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† Art in the Christian
Tradition
Peter’s Vision

Late 19th century
Church of St. Peter
Nottingham, Great Britain

T

his scene of Peter's vision of a
sheet filled with animals carries
great significance, because it
underscores the disciples'
understanding that the gospel was to
be spread also to the Gentiles.
This is panel is one of many that
make up the principal window of the
chancel, at
the east end
over the
altar. It
was
constructed
at the same
as the
rebuilding
of the
chancel in
1877-8.

† Nothing Old
And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. (Revelation 21:5)

G

lory be to His name! All things need making new, for they are sadly battered
and worn by sin. It is time that the old vesture was rolled up and laid aside,
and that creation put on her Sunday suit. But no one else can make all things new
except the Lord who made them at the first; for it needs as much power to make out
of evil as to make out of nothing. Our Lord Jesus has undertaken the task, and He is
fully competent for the performance of it. Already he has commenced His labor, and
for centuries He has persevered in making new the hearts of men and the order of
society. By and by He will make new the whole constitution of human government,
and human nature shall be changed by His grace; and there shall come a day when
the body shall be made new and raised like unto His glorious body.
What a joy to belong to a kingdom in which everything is being made new by
the power of its King! We are not dying out: we are hastening on to a more
glorious life. Despite the opposition of the powers of evil, our glorious Lord
Jesus is accomplishing His purpose and making us, and all things about us,
"new" and as full of beauty as when they first came from the hand of the Lord.
C. H. Spurgeon
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SAFE CHURCH TRAINING

T

he Diocesan and St. Paul’s Vestry policy requires Safe Church Training in
an effort to increase the physical, emotional and spiritual safety of our
parish. Policy requires staff and those in the following ministries to attend this
training every five years:
Music Directors, Wardens, Vestry members, Sexton, Sunday School Teachers,
Youth Advisors, Nursery workers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, those who visit shutins on a regular basis, anyone who regularly supervises youth activities (paid or
volunteer), including acolyte trainers and youth choir leaders.
Dorothy Crocker has agreed to lead this effort. A Comprehensive (Basic) Safe
Church training session (7 hour session) is scheduled at St. Paul’s Brookfield on…
Saturday, May 14, 2016 9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Lunch and snacks will be provided
To register, follow this link: https://basicsafechurch51416.eventbrite.com
This training is required and the above session has been scheduled at St. Paul’s
Brookfield for the convenience of our members serving in the above listed
ministries. It is important to note that registration is open to other parishes and on a
first come/first serve basis so mark your calendars and register today. Registration
ends April 30th!
Some certificates have been on file in the Parish office and copies have
been provided; however, it appears not all certificates are on file. With
no certificate, there is no documentation. If you have attended
within the last 5 years, please provide a copy of your certificate
to Dorothy.
The Diocese does offer a recertification class; however, you
must have attended a full day of Basic Safety Church Training
three to five years ago. After five years, you are required to
attend a comprehensive training. To register for recertification,
follow the link below to the Diocese Safe Church Training page.
If you have questions whether your attendance is required, please
contact Dorothy Crocker at 860-355-5672 or text at 860-488-1982.
If you are not available to attend the training on May 14th at St. Paul’s
Brookfield, follow the link below to find another session to attend. Please inform
Dorothy what date you will attend and provide either original or copy of the training
to her for record keeping. Once all required training completed, complete binder
will be provided to the Parish Secretary. Fr. Shepley will be kept informed of all
outstanding/status of training after the May 14th session.
For further information, follow the below link to the Episcopal Safe Church
Training information page: https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/GeneralParish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule/
Thank you for keeping all at St. Paul’s Brookfield safe and compliant!
Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register
online - click here for page with registration links.
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity
 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford
 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville
 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire
 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon
 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m, St. Paul's, Brookfield
 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk
 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m , St. John's, Niantic
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† This Sunday’s Readings
A New Commandment
Acts 11:1-18
n this reading from the story of the early church, followers of Jesus living
in Judea and Jerusalem are astonished to learn of the conversion
of Gentiles as Peter tells them of his heavenly vision and how the
Holy Spirit fell upon the new believers. The vision helped Peter
understand that the observance of food laws and the like was not
essential for discipleship.
Psalm 148
The whole of creation and all peoples join together in praise of the
Lord.
Revelation 21:1-6
In this lesson John the Seer has a vision of the renewal of all creation and of the
new Jerusalem as the city in which God will abide with redeemed humanity. The old
order has passed away and death is no more,
neither pain nor the causes of distress and
John 13:31-35
sadness. Christ in victory, the Alpha and the
There are at least two challenges Omega, promises living water to any who
thirst.
in Jesus' commandment, "Love
John 13:31-35
In our gospel lesson Jesus speaks to his disciples on
one another as I have loved you."
the night that he is to be betrayed and handed over to
One is to deeply and correctly
death. Yet his dying as the Son of Man will also be the
discern how Jesus loves. And the way that God is glorified - both because of Jesus’
sacrifice on behalf of others and because of his
other is to let the "you" be "me." - resurrection and victory over the power of death.
Jesus’ disciples will now be known by their following
"I love you as Jesus loves me." .
of his new commandment - that they love one another
with the same sacrificial love he has shown them.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

C

† Sermon Shorts

hristian assurance. Dare to live abundantly
through the Good Shepherd?. To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon
archives as well.
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† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

Tuesdays with Morrie

A

true story about a
successful TV star who
meets again with his old
school professor sixteen
years after promising 'to
keep in touch'. Mitch has
given up a career as a jazz
pianist to take a lucrative
but unfulfilling career as a
sports reporter. When
Morrie, Mitch's former
professor, discovers he is
terminally ill, he decides
to contact Mitch and teach
him a few lessons about
life...
Questions: Tuesdays with Morrie
1. How would you define love?
2. What does belonging mean to you?
3. What do you think Morrie means when he says: "We must love one
another or die"?
ALPHA is back by popular demand!
ALPHA is all about making new
friends who meet together for
dinner and share in an open
small group discussion about
life, faith, and God.
It’s not too late to
join a small group. This
year Alpha groups will run
on several nights each week
in private homes and at
church. Contact Tara
Shepley
Tbshepley@gmail.com
20
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An in ground irrigation system
is one step closer to reality for
our Gardening Angels!
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Andrew’s, Milford; St. Peter’s, Milford; Trinity, Milton.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Collaborative ministries and resources networks; deaneries
and other regional groupings; members of the Taskforce for
Reimagining the Episcopal Church in Connecticut (TREC-CT).
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Ed Licence,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs &
Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of South Africa; the people of the Vatican City State; our sister and brother
members of the Evangelical Christian Church in Canada.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food basket collections
for the month of April.
.....Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Centers, (ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership),
where babies lives are saved weekly and mothers in crisis receive support through this
nonprofit organization, which offers pro-life counseling and support to pregnant women.
All services are free, including pregnancy tests, ultrasound, emotional support, material
resources, abstinence education, abortion recovery, and referrals.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old;
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church. Daniel Smith, purpose and peace.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's
loving embrace.
…..Mike Chengeri (Mike’s father), healing as he is currently in the hospital in New Jersey.
…..Sandy Chaleski, healing of heart surgery and from back pain.
…..Giving hearts from God, who is above in gifts.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Kindness Boomerang
Watch as the camera tracks an act
of kindness as its passed from one
individual to the next and manages
to boomerang back to the person
who set it into motion.
23

W

† Men’s Bible Study

e are heading into week #3 in our latest Men’s Bible
study! It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark
for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way
around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of
Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps us to
find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message that
comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much as it
did to the church of yesterday. Fr. Joe has copies of the guide book
for $12 each. All the studies are available on our LiveStream and
YouTube channels.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Who Am I?

I

t’s been a while
since we had a
Totally Random Fact good old fashioned
Sword Points
of the Week!
contest and
id you know
along with our
… that
award
Mexico City's La
winning
Santisima Church
prizes.
(pictured) has sunk
So, who is
nearly 3 meters
this French
(9.8 ft) since it was
Fry loving
built in the 1780s?
parishioner? Think you know? Submit your answer here.
Editor’s Note: Somehow this picture reminds us of last week’s
sermon and the monkey with the clenched fist!
† It Takes An Editorial Board

D

Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori
McManus, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Robin
Powell, Reyna
Sampson, John Sarver,
Joe Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Pam Szen, John Tuthill
and Gail Winkley.
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