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A True Family
looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.
(Revelation 7:9)

Dear Family of St. Paul's,

I

n our diversity, our unity is in Christ. We are what the Bible
calls the household of God, a true family. Jesus redefined
family by emphasizing the doing of God's will as the unifying
force and determining sign
of our tie that binds.
As we worship the Lord, we
capture a foretaste of a
heavenly banquet awaiting
us, one of transcendent
unity, where our outward
differences are drawn up
into a oneness that only God
can give. In our
togetherness God is
revealed, and here we begin
to experience the coming of
heaven even now.
As God's divine tapestry
continues to be woven in,
through and among us, may
we be that 'imago dei,' God's image, for all the world to see.
There is plenty of more room in our growing family. May
Christ's love continue to make us
St. Paul’s Church
one.
174 Whisconier Road
Faithfully,

Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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“T

he earth has brought forth her
increase; may God, our own God
give us his blessing.” And surely we have
been blessed with untold riches and
blessings; may we covenant to return
generously to God and to serve others in his
name as a sign of our heartfelt gratitude.
Who was the woman who was a dealer of purple cloth in Thyatira, and invited Paul to stay
in her home?
a) Dorcas
b) Lydia
c) Mary
Acts 16:14-15 NIV

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Apr 28 Fri, Apr 29
Sat, Apr 30

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Sun, May 1 -

Mon, May 2 Tue, May 3 -

Wed, May 4 Thu, May 5 -

Fri, May 6
Sat, May 7

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Alpha Small Group, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
10:30 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group, Crocker Hall
Christian Caring, Guild Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Women’s Evening Ministry, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion I & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Alpha Small Group, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Sun, May 8 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Click Below to

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group, Crocker Hall
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, May 2nd

Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles

T

he two apostles commemorated on this day are among those
about whom little is known, except for their mention in the
Gospels. James the Less is so called to distinguish him from James
the son of Zebedee and from James “the brother of the Lord,” or
perhaps to indicate youth or lack of stature. He is known to us from
the list of the Twelve, where he is called James the son of Alpheus.
He may also be the person referred to in Mark’s Gospel as James the
younger, who, with his mother Mary and the other women, watched
the crucifixion from a distance.
hilip figures in several important incidents in Jesus’ ministry as reported in John’s
Gospel. There we read that Jesus called Philip soon after calling Andrew and Peter.
Philip, in turn, found his friend Nathanael, and convinced him to come and see Jesus, the
Messiah. Later, when Jesus saw the hungry crowd, he asked Philip,
“How are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” (John 6:5).
Philip’s practical response, “Two hundred denarii would not buy
enough bread for each of them to get a little” (John 6:7), was the
prelude to the feeding of the multitude with the loaves and fishes. In
a later incident in John’s Gospel, some Greeks came to Philip asking
to see Jesus. At the Last Supper, Philip’s request, “Lord, show us the
Father, and we shall be satisfied,” evokes the response, “Have I been
with you so long, and yet you do not know me, Philip? He who has
seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:8, 9).

P

O

ur summer mission trip is less than 90 days away and this
week we’ll kick off our final fundraiser for the trip. This
year we are asking for sponsors for each of the students.
As a sponsor we are asking that you commit to praying for your
student and writing a letter of support for them to read on the trip,
along with making a contribution towards the cost of the trip. Please
prayerfully consider being a sponsor for one of the seven students
attending this summers trip and sign up during coffee hour.
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† Warden Notes
- Dave Williams

M

any times in our lives we take for
granted the special things that are all
around us. I had the opportunity to realize
this yet again in church this past Sunday.
My wife and I had been away for a spring
break vacation and we missed a previous
Sunday service. Returning to St. Paul’s this
Sunday brought joy to our hearts. Even
being away that short period of time gave me
an opportunity to see with ‘new eyes’ the
blessings we have by being a part of St.
Paul’s Church.
I was overwhelmed this Sunday by the
faithfulness and spirit-filled service that was
experienced during the
10:30 worship time. It
started with Fr. Joe going
‘off script’ when he
announced that he had just
decided to not preach the
sermon that he had written
and presented at the 8:00
service. Instead, he was
being prompted by the Holy Spirit to talk
about topics that he had not yet received. As
Fr. Joe prayed then spoke, one could sense
the Holy Spirit show up mightily and,
as a result, the Word of God flowed
from Fr. Joe’s lips. He spoke of
Jesus who said, “Behold I make
all things new” and how Jesus
called out to His Abba Father. He
told us that we, too, are privileged
to experience God as our Abba

Father. The
sermon was
moving and the
Spirit flowed
even to the
point where
Patrick, our
worship leader, then went ‘off script’ and
changed the previously arranged music to
follow the prompting of the Spirit. Add to
that the moving testimonies of healing of
loved ones and testimonies of tithing, and we
were witness to and transfixed by the glory
of God’s presence. Wow!
The notion of going ‘off script” when
prompted by the Spirit spoke to me and
made me think of the times in my life when I
was willing to do just that for our Lord.
Without a doubt, it is a bit scary! But we
need to be sensitive to the prompting of the
Spirit and be willing to step out in boldness
and faithfulness while trusting in Him. The
results are amazing!
These exciting and life-changing services
are happening all the time at St. Paul’s. It
certainly is not us, but it is God
working through His people. I was
reminded how special the family
of St. Paul’s is and how privileged
we are to be a part of it. Fr. Joe
reminded us that, “This is the
church of Jesus Christ” so let us
rejoice and be glad!
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"Honest Conversations with Muslim Neighbors"

W

e are writing to invite you to a special edition of our "Honest Conversations with
Muslim Neighbors,” a series organized by the Connecticut Council for
Interreligious Understanding, the Muslim Coalition of Connecticut, and Hartford
Seminary. Over the past year, we have presented these programs for broad audiences at
faith communities across the state. This upcoming conversation, hosted by the Cathedral of
St. Joseph and the Archdiocese of Hartford, is intended especially for faith leaders.
We all know that ignorance, misunderstanding and bigotry
threaten religious freedom and interreligious coexistence for
all of us. By getting to know, understand, and appreciate
each other, as persons and as members of our various
religious traditions, we can overcome this danger.
Muslims in the United States, while a religious minority
in numbers, are present in every dimension of American
society. Yet Islamophobia - fear, prejudice and hatred
directed at Islam and Muslims - is all too evident in this
country today. As people of faith, we can and must step
forward to counter such prejudice with both understanding
and compassion.
Yet how well do most non-Muslims and Muslims know
one another? And what can you, as a faith leader, do to
change this for the better, in your preaching and teaching,
your ministry and your daily life in the community?
Here is a place to begin. Thursday evening, April 28, you can be part of an
informative, enriching "Honest Conversation." A panel of Muslims from the Hartford area
will share their beliefs, reflect on
their experiences, and respond to
your questions. You will also have a
chance to engage the panelists - and
each other - in interfaith dialogue on
a personal, one-on-one level.
Date / Time: Thursday, April
28, 7:00 pm
Location: the auditorium at
Cathedral Green Apartments, 809
Asylum Avenue, Hartford
Our three panelists are:
Imam & Attorney Refai Arefin,
of the Islamic Association of Greater
Hartford / Berlin Mosque
Professor Feryal Salem,
Assistant Professor of Islamic
Scriptures & Law, and Co-Director of the Islamic Chaplaincy Program, Hartford Seminary
Professor Timur Yuskaev, Associate Professor of Contemporary Islam, Co-Director of
the Islamic Chaplaincy Program, and Director, Imam & Muslim Community Leadership
Program, Hartford Seminary
We hope you can be with us for this vitally important interfaith gathering, and that you
will encourage your colleagues in ministry to attend with you. Please RSVP to let us know
you're coming. Thanks, and we look forward to seeing you soon!
Sincerely,
Terry Schmitt
Heidi Hadsell
Aida Mansoor
Executive Director
President
President
CT Council for
Hartford Seminary
Muslim Coalition of CT
Interreligious Understanding
RSVP: interfaith@ccfiu.org / (860) 556-9556
More information: Contact Tara Shepley, or visit: www.ccfiu.org
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† Make God Your Refuge
I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will
trust.”
Psalm 91:2

by Steve Hemming

I

s God truly your refuge? Is He your shelter? Is He your protection? Is He your
Trust? Or, is your refuge in someone or something else?
God is described as our refuge three separate times in Psalm 91. In addition to the
scripture above, in verse 4, we can find refuge under the protective covering of His wings.
When we seek refuge in God alone, He will keep us as the apple of His eye, and hide us
under the shadow of His wings (Psalm 17:8).
Although I frequently recite Psalm 91 out
loud, I recognized something the other day that I
hadn’t noticed before; a conditional promise in
verses 9 and 10; “Because you have made the
Lord, who is my refuge, even the Most High,
your dwelling place, no evil shall befall you, nor
shall any plague come near your dwelling.”
When we intentionally make the Lord our true
refuge and habitation, the Word assures us that no
grave trouble will overtake us (Proverb 12:21).
Similarly, elsewhere in the same psalm, when we
set our love upon God, He will deliver us, set us
on high, answer us when we call upon Him, be
with us in trouble, and rescue and honor us (v. 14-15).
Throughout the Bible, we can find many scriptures where in the security of God’s
presence, we will find strength in Him and relief from trouble. Here are five:
· 2 Samuel 22:3 – “The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the
horn of my salvation, My stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from
violence.”
· Psalm 9:9 – “The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, A refuge in times of
trouble.”
· Psalm 28:8 – “The Lord is
their strength, And He is the
saving refuge of His anointed.”
· Psalm 46:1 – “God is our
refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble.”
· Psalm 59:16 – “But I will
sing of Your power; Yes, I will
sing aloud of Your mercy in the
morning; For You have been my
defense And refuge in the day
of my trouble.”
If you haven’t already made
the Lord your refuge, do so
today. Better yet, cry out to the
Lord right now, and declare,
“Lord, You are my refuge, my
portion in the land of the
living!” (Psalm 142:5).
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† Transforming Stewardship
“...do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.”

John 14:27
ur limited human understanding cannot begin to
understand the immense power of God. Instead of
trusting in God, we think we can control every outcome. Do
you want to make God laugh? Tell Him your plans. The next
time worry, anxiety or fear creeps in, thank God for all He has
given you and trust. He has a better plan for you.

O

† Mothers Day Flowers

M

other’s Day is May 8th. Anyone wishing to have
flowers on the altar in loving memory of a mother,
please make your check payable to St. Paul’s Church, with
the name or names of those to be remembered on the memo
line. All memorials are due by Sunday, May 1st. Contact
Gail Winkley with any questions at 203 775-3343 or
gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
All women worshipping with us on Mother’s Day will receive
a flower.

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes
them feel good about
their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for
people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
or David Szen

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Israel, God’s Chosen Land 

† The Color Purple 

T

his Sunday’s lesson from Acts 16 speaks of Lydia, a dealer in
purple cloth. On a recent trip to Israel we visited Nazareth
Village, a recreation of life and farming in a Galilean village as it was
2,000 years ago in the time of Jesus. During our visit, we had the
opportunity to see a demonstration by a village woman weaving sheep
wool for yarn. She explained about the process of coloring the yarn by
natural products and the color purple was mentioned triggering interest in
its’ importance and its’ source.
The color is derived from the purple fish, a species of shell fish or mussel and its’
species was relatively rare making the purple dye quite valuable and Lydia, to whom Paul
preached, was a seller of purple or fabric dyed in purple.
On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed
there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had
gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.
The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.
The color purple is associated with royalty and status. It was found in the
materials used for construction of the Tabernacle and Temple. In the Bible
purple also speaks of corruption and the corrupting influence of riches. Jesus
was clothed in purple as a sign of royalty, but in mockery of His claim to be the
promised Messiah and heir to the throne of David.
Lydia of Thyatira is regarded as the first documented convert to Christianity in
Europe and several Christian denominations have designated her a saint.

Related Symbols

The curtains in the Tabernacle had purple thread used in their construction. In this
context the purple represents the royalty and Kingship of God. The curtain itself symbolizes
the separation of man from the most Holy things associated with God. "...the king said to
Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside
tent curtains." 2 Samuel 7:2
Purple is also associated with riches and finery, for example in the parable that Jesus told
of a rich man: "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and
fared sumptuously every day." Luke 16:19
Purple speaks of the corruption and corrupting influence of riches. "The woman was
arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having
in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication." Rev 17:4
Jesus was clothed in purple as a sign of royalty, but in mockery of His claim to be the
promised Messiah and heir to the throne of David. "And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown
of thorns, put it on His head, ...And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, put His own clothes
on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him." Mark 15:17&20

Plans are being finalized underway for other pilgrimages to the
Holy Land in THIS WINTER. Click here for more info and details.
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Happy Birthday to You!

A

nastasia Connors celebrates today! Friday is the big day
for Chuck Allen. Giesele Castronova will be opening
presents on Saturday. Quinn Pinto will be blowing out candles
on Monday. Phyllis Baskett & Rebecca Conte will be another
year older and wiser on Tuesday.. Have a blessed day everyone!
“The most important daily habit we can possess is to remind ourselves of the gospel”
–Charles Spurgeon

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 1st
May 8th
May 15th

8 am - Ann Allen
8 am - Heather Melody
8 am - Robin Powell

10:30 am - Marie Williams
10:30 am - Christine Domareck
10:30 am - Jack Collins

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.

† St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study
Join us for our seven week video seriesAnne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life.

I

f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves
their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something
more there is The Magnificent Obsession. Gifted Bible teacher Anne
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these
struggles herself. As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not
knowing where that decision would take him. Anne followed
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he
truly is, in an intensely personal relationship. Through personal
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. "
We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm.
 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne
Graham Lotz
 March 15
Session 2 Leave Everything Behind
 April 5
Session 3 Let Everything Go
 April 19
Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely
 May 3
Session 5 Lift Everything Up
 May 17
Session 6 Cast Everything Out
 May 31
Session 7 Lay Everything Down
Participants Guide is available at here.
Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points
Readers

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)
Opening Hymn
Gradual
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Christ is Made the Sure Foundation
Sing, My Soul, His Wondrous Love
Shall We Gather at the River
All Things Bright and Beautiful

All Things Bright and Beautiful
by Suzanne Byrd
rs. Cecil Frances Alexander, born in 1818 in Dublin, Ireland, was the daughter
and third child of the former Elizabeth Reed and Major John Humphreys of
Norfolk, land-agent to 4th Earl of Wicklow and later to the 2nd Marquess of Abercorn.
The introverted Fanny, as she was known to her family and friends, showed interest in
poetry and writing, the earliest of which first appeared in a family weekly magazine.
She was greatly influenced by clergymen like the Rev. D. Walter Farquar Hook, who
edited and wrote the preface to her first publication, Verses for Holy Season (1846).
John Keble was a proponent of the influential Oxford movement and an author of
religious verse. His most important collection, The Christian Year, was one of
Fanny’s favorites. After dedicating her first publication
to Keble, the young Fanny approached him to write a
preface for Hymns for Little Children (1848), which
included some of her most famous hymns such as “All
Things Bright and Beautiful,” “Once in Royal David’s City”
and “There is a Green Hill Far Away.”
In 1850, Fanny married William Alexander, rector of
Termonamongan, who later became Bishop of Derry,
Archbishop of Armagh and primate for all Ireland. The
couple had two sons and two daughters. Following a
personal tragedy, Alexander began to write hymns for adults,
which culminated in her translation of a Gaelic poem called
“St. Patrick’s Lorica” (or breastplate) into the hymn “I bind
unto myself today.”
During her lifetime Alexander was known for her devotion to the poor, mentally
handicapped, the deaf and the sick. Upon her death in 1895 in Londonderry, the cathedral
bell began to ring announcing her passing to the city.
The hymn “All things bright and beautiful,” based on the Apostles’ Creed section,
“Maker of Heaven and Earth.” One may find several tunes for this text in hymnals, but
ROYAL OAK by Martin Shaw (1875-1958) provides a child-like setting that reaches all
ages.

M

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
"Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. Ez 36:26

W

e give thanks, praise and congratulations
for Robert Salvatore, Brandon Williams and
Emily Yuricisin who will receive their First Holy
Communion this Sunday. Be sure to join with them at the 10:30
service on Sunday and celebrate their accomplishment!
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT! ALPHA SMALL GROUPS ARE HERE!
It’s not too late to join. Contact Tara Shepley for more info.

Did you miss the Why did Jesus
die? video? You can watch here.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Model of a city, detail from church altarpiece
1482
Crivelli, Carlo, 15th cent.
Pinacoteca di Brera, Milan, Italy

C

arlo Crivelli (Venice 1430? – Ascoli
Piceno 1495) was an Italian
Renaissance painter of conservative Late
Gothic decorative sensibility. He painted in
tempera only, despite the increasing
popularity of oil painting during his lifetime,
and on panels, though some of his paintings
have been transferred to canvas. His
predilection for decoratively punched gilded
backgrounds is one of the marks of this
conservative taste, in part imposed by his
patrons. Of his early polyptychs, only one,
the altarpiece from Ascoli Piceno, survives in
its entirety in its original frame. All the others
have been disassembled and their panels and
predella scenes are divided among several
museums.
His urban settings are jewel-like and full
of elaborate allegorical detail. Commissioned
by the Franciscans and Dominicans of Ascoli,
Crivelli's work is exclusively religious in
nature. His paintings consist largely of
Madonna and Child images, Pietà, and the
altarpieces known as polyptychs that were
increasingly unfashionable. Parallels between
actual towns and the Heavenly Jerusalem were
frequent during this time period. His work
attracted numerous prestigious commissions
and must have appealed to the taste of his
patrons.

† The Holy City

Both this week and last week’s Epistle readings from Revelation speak
of “the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven.”
Anyone who has traveled with us to Israel will tell you one of the most
emotional parts of the trip is the arrival to Jerusalem. As the bus comes
up from the Jordan River valley we go through a traffic tunnel and
suddenly the city appears in front of you. As the bus makes its final
approach the hymn “Thy Holy City” sung by John Starnes is played
over the audio system. Hopefully some day, you can join us and
experience it yourself.
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SAFE CHURCH TRAINING

T

he Diocesan and St. Paul’s Vestry policy requires Safe Church Training in
an effort to increase the physical, emotional and spiritual safety of our
parish. Policy requires staff and those in the following ministries to attend this
training every five years:
Music Directors, Wardens, Vestry members, Sexton, Sunday School Teachers,
Youth Advisors, Nursery workers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, those who visit shutins on a regular basis, anyone who regularly supervises youth activities (paid or
volunteer), including acolyte trainers and youth choir leaders.
Dorothy Crocker has agreed to lead this effort. A Comprehensive (Basic) Safe
Church training session (7 hour session) is scheduled at St. Paul’s Brookfield on…
Saturday, May 14, 2016 9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Lunch and snacks will be provided
To register, follow this link: https://basicsafechurch51416.eventbrite.com
This training is required and the above session has been scheduled at St. Paul’s
Brookfield for the convenience of our members serving in the above listed
ministries. It is important to note that registration is open to other parishes and on a
first come/first serve basis so mark your calendars and register today. Registration
ends April 30th!
Some certificates have been on file in the Parish office and copies have
been provided; however, it appears not all certificates are on file. With
no certificate, there is no documentation. If you have attended
within the last 5 years, please provide a copy of your certificate
to Dorothy.
The Diocese does offer a recertification class; however, you
must have attended a full day of Basic Safety Church Training
three to five years ago. After five years, you are required to
attend a comprehensive training. To register for recertification,
follow the link below to the Diocese Safe Church Training page.
If you have questions whether your attendance is required, please
contact Dorothy Crocker at 860-355-5672 or text at 860-488-1982.
If you are not available to attend the training on May 14th at St. Paul’s
Brookfield, follow the link below to find another session to attend. Please inform
Dorothy what date you will attend and provide either original or copy of the training
to her for record keeping. Once all required training completed, complete binder
will be provided to the Parish Secretary. Fr. Shepley will be kept informed of all
outstanding/status of training after the May 14th session.
For further information, follow the below link to the Episcopal Safe Church
Training information page: https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/GeneralParish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule/
Thank you for keeping all at St. Paul’s Brookfield safe and compliant!
Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register
online - click here for page with registration links.
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity
 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford
 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville
 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire
 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon
 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m, St. Paul's, Brookfield
 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk
 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m , St. John's, Niantic
14

W

† Men’s Bible Study

e are heading into week #4 in our latest Men’s Bible
study! It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark
for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way
around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of
Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps us to
find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message that
comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much as it
did to the church of yesterday. Fr. Joe has copies of the guide book
for $12 each. All the studies are available on our LiveStream and
YouTube channels.
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So, did you figure out
who our baby-faced,
French Fry loving
parishioner is? Don’t
worry no one else did
either. See last page
for answer.

† Greater Danbury Prayer Breakfast

T

he Greater Danbury Prayer Breakfast will take place on
Wednesday, May 4th at 7:00 a.m. at the Amber Room.
The keynote speaker this year is Peter A. Scalzo, partner in the
law firm of Gager, Emerson, Rickart, Bower & Scalzo, LLP and a
man who has been very active in ministry in our area for years and
well known to many members of St. Paul’s. We are sure he will be a
compelling speaker.
Tables are complimentary. Last year, St. Paul's had three tables!
If you would like to attend, please contact Pam Szen by return
email or phone to reserve you seat.
Why won't the gates of the
New Jerusalem ever be shut?
Revelation 21:23-25 NIV
16

Did you miss last week’s Children’s
sermon? Click here to watch it.

† This Sunday’s Readings
Jesus’ Continuing Presence
Acts 16:9-15
n this reading from the story of the early church Paul and his companions are called by a
vision to journey to Macedonia and the city of Philippi, where a merchant named Lydia
responds to the gospel and is baptized, together with her household. She offers her home to the
travelers, and becomes an important supporter of their missionary endeavor.
Psalm 67
A prayer for God’s graciousness and saving power, and a bidding of praise by all people for
God’s justice and bounty.
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
In
this
reading
John the Seer presents a vision of the
John 14:23-29
new Jerusalem, the paradise of God. The city has no
There are probably at least 3 ways to need of a temple or of a sun or moon, for it is
enlightened by the very glory of God and the lamp of
misunderstand John. One is to treat the Lamb, who is Jesus. It will be a place of purity and
each of: following, loving, and abiding; abundance for the saints. As in the Garden of Eden,
here will be found the river and the tree of life.
as if they were separate and distinct
John 14:23-29
pieces. These things are all of a
Our gospel tells of Jesus’ promise to his disciples of
whole; you cannot selectively choose the coming of the Holy Spirit. Although Jesus will no
longer be present physically those who continue in his
only one part: "I'll have the love of
love know his abiding presence, together with that of
the Father. The Holy Spirit will be their counselor and
Jesus please, but hold the keeping
bring Jesus’ own words to mind. Jesus shares these
the commandments."
things with his followers before they take place, and he
gives them his peace.
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† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

F

† Sermon Shorts

r. Joe gave two different sermons last Sunday.
At 8 am he prayed that "This Might Be a Church
of 'Abba Father' Love." At 10:30 he preached on the
Newness of Life.. To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.
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† Pray It Up

Bob Cutting has
two 'paid for’
seats for ride
together and
Multi Church
Christian Men’s
Retreat. Men’s
Retreat is to be
held Friday night,
Saturday and
Sunday until
noon in
Pennsylvania.
Contact Bob
Cutting @ 203
778-2672 ASAP

Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

W

hy was there no sun or moon for light
necessary in the New Jerusalem?
Revelation 21:23-24 NIV

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:3010:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on
the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Peter’s, Monroe; St. Mark’s, Mystic; St. Michael’s,
Naugatuck.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Parishes in transition, transition teams, and interim clergy.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein,
Sue Balla, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence,
Alex, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of South Sudan; the people of the Cook Islands; our sister and brother
members of the Creation Seventh Day Adventist Church.
† Praise Report
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
We prayed for a lady having
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
tests for lung cancer. The xservice; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
rays looked suspicious but
…..Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the
the test results revealed no
month of May.
cancer.
.....Samaritan Health Center, (ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership), which provides
excellent and compassionate pediatric care to children who lack health insurance. In
addition to quality medical care, it provides nutritional counseling, case management, and a
reading program to its patients.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old;
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church. Daniel Smith, purpose and peace.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's
loving embrace.
…..Mike Chengeri (Mike’s father), praise and thanksgiving for the Lord blessing him with
a long and great life.
…..Sandy Chaleski, healing of heart surgery and from back pain.
…..Giving hearts from God, who is above in gifts.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Survivor’s Guilt
Katey and Kendra were running buddies, roommates, and best friends.
They had that special bond friends share that unites them for a lifetime. But
a terrible, wintry car accident changed that. Kendra was killed on impact,
but Katey was left with not only difficult physical trauma but also the
emotional scars that she survived the same accident that killed her best
friend. Friends and family rejoiced in Katey’s physical progress, but all she could think
about was “every step reminds you that she died, and you lived.” As she processed the
grief, Katey realized that all she could do was trust God as He walked with her through it .
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May Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!
May 1st
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Acts 16:9-15 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Mike Kirner
Psalm 67 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Acts 16:9-15 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 67 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
May 8th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / Kathy DeSanti
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Acts 16:16-34 Pam Szen
Intercessor: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 97 Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & David Williams
Acolyte: Nick Janofsky
Lector: Acts 16:16-34 Mary Perry
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 97 Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21
May 15th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Mike Kirner
Lector: Acts 2:1-21 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 104:25-35, 37 Romans 8:14-17

May 15th
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Acts 2:1-21 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 104:25-35, 37 Romans 8:14-17

May 22nd
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: n / a
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 8 Romans 5:1-5
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Kathy DeSanti
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: n / a
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 8 Romans 5:1-5
May 29th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: 1 Kings 18:20-39 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 96 Galatians 1:1-12
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Alex Brenner
Lector: 1 Kings 18:20-39 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 96 Galatians 1:1-12
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Sun

Mon

1 6 Easter
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group

Tue

2 St. Philip &
3
St. James 9:15 am

Wed

Ladies Bible
Study

Thu

Sat

4

5 Ascension Day

6

7

10:00 am Holy
Communion I & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Alpha

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

10:30 am Christian
Caring

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

7:15 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

7:30 pm Property
Committee

7:00 pm Stephen

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

7:30 pm Music Night

Ministry

Fri

7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves

8 7 Easter

9

10

11

12

13

14

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion I & Healing

1:00 pm Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:30 pm Alpha

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Staff Meeting

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12
Group
9:00 am Safe Church
Training
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

15 Pentecost

16

17

18

19

20

21

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group /
Juniors

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

5:45 pm Boot Camp

6:30 pm Alpha Retreat

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Stephen

5:45 pm Boot Camp

10:00 am Holy
Communion II &
Healing

22 1 Pentecost
Trinity Sunday

23

24

25

26

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

5:45 pm Boot Camp

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Youth Group

7:00 pm Stephen

5:45 pm Boot Camp

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

29 2 Pentecost

30 Memorial Day

Healing Sunday

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
1:00 pm Memorial Day
Outreach
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Ministry

7:00 pm Healing Team

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

7:30 pm Music Night

7:15 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

9:30 pm Alpha Retreat

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

Ministry

27

28

7:30 pm Alpha

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

31 The Visitation
9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study
5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:15 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 pm Alpha

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Who Am
I?

I

Totally Random Fact
of the Week!

D

id you know …that in
1923, jockey Frank Hayes
won a race
at Belmont
Park in
New York
despite
being dead?

t was Dave
Lindsay!
And he
totally
stumped you.
No one got it
right.
We’ll
have a new
“Who am I?
next week, so, pay
better attention to the
clues, like jewelry,
markings on clothes and
other body features!

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori
McManus, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Robin
Powell, Reyna
Sampson, John Sarver,
Joe Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Pam Szen, John Tuthill
and Gail Winkley.
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