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“T

his Jesus I am proclaiming to you
is the Messiah,” he said.

† Apostolic Preaching and Teaching:
A Three-Part Pentecost Series
Teaching
postolic preaching (Peter’s sermon on Pentecost being the gold standard)
was not just kerygma, the proclamation, as I addressed last week. It was
also didache. Didache is the Greek word for “teaching.” And didache, from which
we get didactic, refers to reasoning within doctrine so that sound Christian
preaching was a combination of kerygma and didache.
In the Bible, we see that proclamation
and teaching always went together in
the apostolic witness of Scripture.
One of my favorite examples is
from Acts 17:1-4:
When Paul and his
companions had passed through
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they
came to Thessalonica, where there
was a Jewish synagogue. As was his
custom, Paul went into the synagogue, and
on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from
the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from
the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah,” he said. Some of
the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of Godfearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women.
Notice how the people were persuaded. And the very fact that that term is used
indicates that they were going through a logical process, that there was doctrine
involved, that there was a body of truth. In The Preacher’s Portrait, Anglican
preacher, John Stott, holds that a preacher should never makes an appeal (kerygma)
without content based on sound teaching (didache) (p. 56).
May our preaching and teaching at St.
St. Paul’s Church
Paul’s continue to boldly and sensitively
174 Whisconier Road
combine these two essential components of
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587
Christian witness.
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The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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“G

ive us those things which are profitable
for us…” And that does not mean
financially profitable (though some of that may be
included), but rather those gifts that will guide our
souls into a deeper relationship with our Creator,
Redeemer, and Sanctifier...now that’s profitable in a
big way!
Which city was Jesus in when he healed the Centurion's servant?
a) Cana
b) Capernaum
c) Bethany
Luke 7:1-2 NIV

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, May 26 Fri, May 27 Sat, May 28

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
1:00 pm

-

9:15 am
5:45 pm
6:30 pm
7:15 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Second Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, May 29 -

Mon, May 30 Tue, May 31 -

Wed, June 1 Thu, June 2 -

Fri, June 3
Sat, June 4

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Alpha Small Group, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Memorial Day Parade & Outreach (LiveStream)
Memorial Day
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Danbury Deanery, St. Mark’s, Bridgewater
Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion I & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee
Music Night, Sanctuary
Alpha Small Group, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves Crocker Hall

Third Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, June 5 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm

-

Click Below to

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Contemporary Holy Communion
Sunday School Picnic, Crocker Hall
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
May 31st

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

T

his Feast commemorates the visit of the Blessed Virgin to her cousin
Elizabeth, recorded in the Gospel according to Luke (1:39–56).
Elizabeth, who was then carrying John the Baptist, greeted Mary with
the words, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb.” Mary broke into the song of praise and thanksgiving which
we call the Magnificat, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.”
In this scene, the unborn John the Baptist, the prophet who was to
prepare the way of the Lord, rejoices in the presence of him whose
coming he is later to herald publicly to all Israel, for the Gospel records
that when Mary’s greeting came to her kinswoman’s ears, the babe in
Elizabeth’s womb leaped for joy.

Sacristans for June are:
Lois Hunt, Patricia Jennings,
and Gail Winkley.

What time of day was it when Elijah began to taunt the prophets of Baal
on Mount Carmel?
1 Kings 18:27 NIV

† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign
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T

he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on Mother’s Day.
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during
unplanned pregnancies. In addition to
material assistance for the care of the
newborn, such as cribs, clothing,
diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline
offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds
performed on newly pregnant women by
an Ob-Gyn trained physician. They offer
post-abortion counseling to women of any
age.
St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its
annual “Change for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser. There are baby
bottles at the back of the church and in the Parish Hall that we ask you to
please fill with your loose change and bills and return them on June 19th,
Father’s Day. Please Note: Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s with
“Hopeline” in the memo line.
For more information, contact: Barbara DeAnzeris or Bonnie Wanzer.

† The Gift of Kind Words
by Steve Hemming

“Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good
for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who
hear.”
Ephesians 4:29

D

o you regularly communicate words of kindness to others that will encourage and
edify? As children of God, we are called to be kindly affectionate to one another
with brotherly love (Romans 12:10), and encourage and build up those around us (1
Thessalonians 5:11).
Recently, on my birthday, I received many well-wishes, for which I was greatly blessed.
Of all the spoken words, calls, emails, texts, and Face Book posts that were directed my
way, the kind and sincere words written in one particular email from a friend had a
significant and lasting impact on my heart.
What I found so profound about this “special” email message, was that the focus was not
on me, but instead, on Christ in me, the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27). You see, with
regards to how I try to live my life for the Lord, I am strongly inspired by the words John
the Baptist spoke about Jesus; “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). The
words written in the email served to confirm my desire to bring attention and glory to God,
and they also encouraged me to continue my endeavor to love others with the same love that
my Abba Father loves me.
What was expressed in love and kindness towards me, should be common practice for us
all in our daily interactions with the people the Lord places in our lives. Each and
every day, may we look for opportunities to bring forth words of life to those
around us, whether spoken or written, that are filled with kindness,
tenderheartedness (Ephesians 4:32), and a fervent love for others from our
heart (1 Peter 1:22).
“Let each of us please his
neighbor for his good, to build him
up.”
Romans 15:2

† Memorial Day Outreach

T

he flags are up on Route 25 and the
parade & this year’s Memorial Day
Outreach is Sunday May 29th! Join us at
1:00 pm for some good old fashioned AllAmerican fun. This is a perfect way for St.
Paul’s to share the love of Jesus with the
community in a casual and fun way. Thanks!
5
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O

ur summer mission trip is less than 60 days away and
this week we’ll kick off our final fundraiser for the trip.
This year we are asking for sponsors for each of the
students. As a sponsor we are asking that you commit to praying
for your student and writing a letter of support for them to read
on the trip, along with making a contribution towards the cost of
the trip. Please prayerfully consider being a sponsor for one of
the seven students attending this summers trip and sign up
during coffee hour.

“H

e got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the
wind died down and it was completely calm. He said to his disciples, “Why
are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
Mark 4:39-40
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by Sarah Shepley

S

omething I have struggled with all term is the feeling that God has
left me. At the start of cycling season, for three days in row, flat tires
hindered my training, followed by a wrist injury. As soon as I overcame
that struggle, chaos erupted in my friend group. A few days ago my laptop
broke down just as I was about to submit a narrative, and on Tuesday my
best friend had to leave campus due to his health. However, a
misconception that I have been guilty of believing is that God is with me
only when things are going well. Of course, he is
present in the triumphs of our lives, but he is also
by our side through every circumstance; we just
have to search a little bit deeper for his
presence. I have started looking at all
aspects of problematic situations that
arise, and each time I have found God.
When I got a flat on a 30-mile ride, a
cyclist from UNH rode by and helped
me fix it. I bruised my wrist, but it was
not broken. My friends were jumping
down each other’s throats, but none of
them ever targeted me. Yes, my laptop was broken, but I was able to send it
to a repair center for maintenance. My friend may have had to leave school
early, but it was close enough to the end of the term that he will not have to
repeat lower year. Looking back, I now realize that God was holding me in
his hands through every trial. He is always present, but it is up to us
whether we choose to see him. Therefore, the next time you find yourself in
a situation that appears hopeless, look for God and he will provide a
solution.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Warden Notes
- Dave Williams

P

entecost Sunday is always an
extraordinary day, but this year
Pentecost Sunday was exceptional. I was
moved by the testimony of God’s people at
St. Paul’s as the Holy Spirit spoke through so
many individuals.
Father Joe asked parishioners to speak to
two poignant questions: What do you like
about St. Paul’s Church?” and “What is
your vision for St. Paul’s five years from
now? Parishioners poured
out their hearts as brief
testimonies of the love of
Jesus were spoken. People
told of how this love was
demonstrated to them
through experiences
within the four walls of St.
Paul’s Church. Frequent,
one-word responses included “family,”
“oasis” and “support;” single words
that capture the love experienced
here and the love that is an
extension of our faith. The love of
Jesus is so evident and real and it
flows through His people.
Preaching of the word of God
was mentioned several times. This

is the
foundation of
all that we do
and are called
to do. The
Word of God,
and Fr. Joe’s
commitment to sharing the gospel every
Sunday, gives us the inspiration to freely
worship and serve our Lord. The preaching
and teaching of God’s Word gives us
direction and guidance to know that we were
first loved by Him so we can now show this
love to others.
Lastly, some individuals articulated their
hope for revival in the Danbury area and in
New England; that the power of the Holy
Spirit would break out and touch many as the
Spirit did on that first day of Pentecost. We
are reminded that revival starts with the Holy
Spirit changing just one person’s
heart, which then touches another
person’s heart, and soon many
lives have been changed. Let the
Holy Spirit start revival in New
England by touching one heart
today, your heart, and then let’s
watch God

T

he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:3010:15 in the Guild Room and will be Exploring
Messianic Mysteries in the Hebrew Alphabet from
May 15 thru June 5th led by Tara Shepley.

"He who would climb to a lofty height must go by steps, not leaps."
-- Pope Gregory the Great in a letter to St. Augustine of Canterbury

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes
them feel good about their presence in
church.
At St. Paul’s, we are
always looking for
people who feel
called to serve in
this important
ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)
9

† Scholarly Speaking
Fifty Years a Priest (3)

A

s the Church settled into using the new BCP one of the great changes was the
growing recovery of the original intent that the Eucharist should be celebrated as
the principal service each Sunday – and that this was no longer being treated as a “high
Church” peculiarity. One of my predecessors at Sandy Hook had established this practice

Celebration of 50 Years as a Priest

Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 am
&
Festal Reception to follow
Saturday the 18th of June, Anno Domini 2016
there in the mid-sixties but most of the surrounding parishes
still had Morning Prayer as the sung service on most Sundays,
but most started using the 79 BCP when it received approval
for Trial Use in 1976, and within a few years the sung
Eucharist was normative in the area. It seemed to me at the
time, and I still think it true, that the addition of readings from
the Old Testament and the Psalter (previously part of Morning
and Evening Prayer but not of the Mass) greatly helped the
transition. One negative side effect, however, was the
resulting loss of the Daily Offices as regular public services.
Cranmer designed these services as a means of making the Scriptures, and especially the
Psalms, available to all in a devotional setting, and I believe that the formal use of the
offices did accustom people to appreciate the Scriptures in this devotional way.
Turning from worship to other areas, it was also during this period that the Church
became much more activist in a politically progressive way.
Readers who know me will recognize that I find this, at best, a
mixed bag. In my youth the Episcopal church was often described
as ‘the Republican Party at prayer’. The limits of this view can be
seen in the fact that the two great supporters of the construction of
the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New
York were the conservative Republican
businessman J. P. Morgan, and the liberal
Democrat politician F. D. Roosevelt* -certainly even then partisan lines were not so
heavily drawn. I can certainly support such
programs as Habitat for Humanity with their
emphasis on sweat equity and actual
o you have a question you
payment for the homes, and I believe
would like answered by our that feeding programs and the like are
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
more powerful when they also
require a similar contribution. What
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
really annoys me is going to
historical or other inquiries to:
Convention year after year to be
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
faced with a series of resolutions that seem to owe more to

D

(Continued on page 11)
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50 Years a Priest

(Continued from page 10)

the teachings of Karl Marx than to those of Jesus Christ. Is it possible that these attitudes
have something to do with empty pews and closing churches?
While some of these issues make me sympathetic to such ‘continuing’ bodies as the
Anglican Church in North America (and there are dozens more) it was in the Episcopal
Church that I first came to faith, was baptized (as teenager) and confirmed, and later
ordained. Perhaps if the many ‘Anglican’ alternatives could get their acts together and
present a united body I might be more drawn to them, but this is the church where I was
called, and I continue to try to answer that call here.
(To be continued.)

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

I think it is fair to say that Morgan contributed substantially more of his own money while Roosevelt was more
active as a fundraiser.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

Save-the-Date
Parish Picnic
Sunday, July 10—Noon

Elijah poured out _____ large jars full of water on his altar before praying for
fire from God?
1 Kings 18:32-35 NIV

E

† Dorothy Day Ministry
very second Thursday of the month, it’s St.
Paul’s turn to cook and serve meals at the
Dorothy Day
Hospitality House
in Danbury. Please
consider helping
out in this vital
ministry. Contact
Barbara DeAnzeris
or Don Winkley for
more info.

Our Daily Bread
Our Daily Bread for
June, July & August is
now available on the
table in the back of
the church.
Our Daily Bread
contains a scripture
verse and meditation
for each day.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, May 26th

Augustine

First Archbishop of Canterbury, 605

A

lthough Christianity had existed in Britain before the invasions of Angles and
Saxons in the fifth century, Pope Gregory the Great decided in 596 to send a
mission to the pagan Anglo-Saxons. He selected, from his own monastery on the Coelian
hill in Rome, a group of monks, led by their prior, Augustine. They
arrived in Kent in 597, carrying a silver cross and an image of Jesus Christ
painted on a board, which thus became, so far as we know, “Canterbury’s
first icon.” King Ethelbert tolerated their presence and allowed them the
use of an old church built on the east side of Canterbury, dating from the
Roman occupation of Britain. Here, says the Venerable Bede, they
assembled “to sing the psalms, to pray, to say Mass, to preach, and to
baptize.” This church of St. Martin is the earliest place of Christian
worship in England still in use.
Probably in 601, Ethelbert was converted, thus becoming the first
Christian king in England. About the same time, Augustine was ordained
bishop somewhere in France and named “Archbishop of the English
Nation.” Thus, the see of Canterbury and its Cathedral Church of Christ
owe their establishment to Augustine’s mission, as does the nearby Abbey
of SS. Peter and Paul, later re-named for Augustine. The “chair of St. Augustine” in
Canterbury Cathedral, however, dates from the thirteenth century.
Some correspondence between Augustine and Gregory survives. One of the Pope’s
most famous counsels to the first Archbishop of Canterbury has to do with diversity in the
young English Church. Gregory writes, “If you have found customs, whether in the Roman,
Gallican, or any other Churches that may be more acceptable to God, I wish you to make a
careful selection of them, and teach the Church of the English, which is still young in the
faith, whatever you can profitably learn from the various Churches. For things should not
be loved for the sake of places, but places for the sake of good things.” This counsel bears
on the search for Christian “unity in diversity” of the ecumenical movement of today.
Augustine died on May 26, probably in 605.
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† Israel, Seeing Is Believing

† The Prophet Elijah Stands Up for God 

O

n our upcoming trip to Israel we will visit Mount Carmel. It
was at Mount Carmel, the location of this Sunday's Old
Testament reading, where Elijah stood up boldly for God in a time
when idolatry had swept his land. He opposed Baal, the favorite deity
of Jezebel, wife of King Ahab of Israel. To please Jezebel, Ahab had
altars erected to Baal, and the queen murdered God's prophets.
Confident of the power of God, Elijah challenged the 450 prophets
of Baal and the 400 prophets of the false god Asherah to a showdown
on Mount Carmel. The idolaters sacrificed a bull and cried out to
Baal from morning until nightfall, even slashing their skin until blood
flowed, but nothing happened. Elijah called on the Lord, and God's fire fell from heaven,
consuming his offering, the wood, the altar, the water, and even the dust around it.
The people fell on their faces, shouting, "The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God." (1
Kings 18:39). Under God's guidance, Elijah struck a heavy blow again the evil of false
gods. He was an instrument for miracles against Israel's idolaters. Elijah had incredible
faith in God and loyally carried out the Lord's instructions, striking boldly in the face of
enormous opposition.

The statue of Elijah at the Carmelite monastery at the top of Mount Carmel overlooks
the area where crowds of Israelites watched to see whose God would win the battle, and
reflects the Lord's victory over the prophets of Baal.
From Mount Carmel, Tel Aviv and the Mediterranean Sea can be viewed to the west and
across the Jezreel Valley to the east one can spot the village of Nazareth were Jesus grew
up. Shalom, Shalom.

When
you see
this map
pointer in
Sword Points, it
indicates sites or
towns we will
visit on our
upcoming trip to
the Holy Land!

Plans are being finalized underway for other pilgrimages to the
Holy Land in THIS WINTER. Click here for more info and details.
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† Happy Birthday to You!

G

ail Winkley celebrates tomorrow! Saturday is the big
day for Alan Villaverde & George McKenna.
Deborah Delaventura will be opening presents on Sunday.
Mike DeAnzeris & Richard Schappach will be blowing
out candles on Tuesday. Have a blessed
day everyone!

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 29th
June 5th
June 12th

No Coffee Hour - Memorial Day Parade & Outreach
8 am - Sarver’s
10:30 am - Sunday School Picnic
8 am - Greeley’s
10:30 am - TBA

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.

† St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study
Join us for our seven week video seriesAnne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life.

I

f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves
their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something
more there is The Magnificent Obsession. Gifted Bible teacher Anne
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these
struggles herself. As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not
knowing where that decision would take him. Anne followed
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he
truly is, in an intensely personal relationship. Through personal
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. "
We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm.
 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne
Graham Lotz
 March 15
Session 2 Leave Everything Behind
 April 5
Session 3 Let Everything Go
 April 19
Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely
 May 3
Session 5 Lift Everything Up
 May 17
Session 6 Cast Everything Out
 May 31
Session 7 Lay Everything Down
Participants Guide is available at here.
Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Elijah and the Prophets of Baal
20th Century
Relief sculpture

T

he relief sculpture in the Catholic monastery on Mount Carmel uses traditional
techniques to convey the drama of the story of the prophet Elijah's triumph over the
prophets of Baal. Christian, Jewish, Bahai and Islamic traditions associate Mount Carmel
with Elijah's wilderness
abode. "Yahweh's altar
is presided over by the
solitary prophet, Elijah.
It is a quiet affair, a
worship that is centered
on the God of the
covenant. Elijah
prepares the altar and
prays briefly and simply.
In Yahwism something

is SAID -- words that call men and women to
serve, love, obey, sing, adore, act responsibly,
decide. Authentic worship means being present to
the living God who penetrates the whole of human
life. The proclamation of God's word and our
response to God's Spirit touches everything that is
involved in being human: mind and body, thinking
and feeling, work and family, friends and
government, buildings and flowers. Sensory
participation is not excluded -- how could it be if
the whole person is to be present to God?"

† Come Celebrate with the Sunday School!

G

od has blessed us with another tremendous year in Sunday School. We are excited
to celebrate the many achievements of our dedicated teachers and committed
students with a church-wide picnic on Sunday, June 5th, following the 10:30 am service.
Students and teachers will be recognized during the late service and then all are
welcome to join us downstairs in Crocker Hall for food and fellowship. The
Sunday School will provide hot dogs and hamburgers, drinks and a cake. We
ask you to use the following guide to help us provide the rest of the meal.
We can't wait to celebrate with you and your family! :
Last Names A-H - Fruit or vegetables
Last Names I-P - Side salads (pasta, macaroni, slaw, potato, etc.)
Last Names Q-Z - Chips and dips
15

† Transforming Stewardship
“They all ate and were satisfied. And when the leftover
fragments were picked up, they filled twelve wicker baskets.”
Luke 9:17

T

he story of the Loaves and Fishes shows us that
when we share what we have, even if it doesn’t seem
like that much, miracles can happen! Do not think that your
gift is too small or insignificant! God blesses all the gifts we
offer and makes them wondrous.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual
Offertory
Communion
Closing Hymn

The God of Abraham Praise
Help Us, O Lord, to Learn Hymn Tune: St. Ethelwald
How Great Thou Art
There Is a Balm in Gilead
Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim

There Is a Balm in Gilead
frican-American slaves sang spiritual songs to bring a bit of
light into their otherwise bleak existence. Their songs
comforted and strengthened them. Some, such as "Go Down, Moses,"
held out promise of freedom, but in a way that slave owners found it
difficult to repress. After all, who could deny slaves the right to recount
the Biblical story of God freeing the Israelites from Egyptian slavery?
The spiritual, "There Is a Balm in Gilead," takes a different tack,
emphasizing the comfort that God makes available. A balm is an
ointment that reduces pain or heals sores.
"There Is a Balm in Gilead" finds its roots in Jeremiah 8:22, where
the prophet asks, "Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician
there?"
Gilead was a mountainous part of the territory of Manasseh, one of
the twelve tribes of Israel. It was known for plants and herbs that could be used to produce
healing balms. But the prophet told Israel:
In vain do you use many medicines;
there is no healing for you.
The nations have heard of your shame,
and the earth is full of your cry;
for the mighty man has stumbled against the mighty,
they are fallen both of them together (Jeremiah 46:11-12).
But this song assures those who are discouraged or suffering that there is, indeed, "a
balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole. There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick
soul" (refrain).
Copyright, 2015, Richard Niell Donovan

A

† Fathers’ Day Memorials

F

ather's Day is June 19. Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in loving
memory of a father, please make your check payable to Saint Paul's Church
with the name or names of those to be remembered written on the memo line. All
memorials are due June 12. Contact Gail Winkley with any questions at 203-7753343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. All the gentlemen worshiping with us on Father's
Day will receive a boutonniere.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

T

hank you to St. Paul’s Boy Scout Troop #5, who, this past week
placed American flags at the gravesites of veterans at each
of the eleven Brookfield cemeteries, including our own
Memorial Garden. As part of the Boy Scout pledge to be
reverent, the scouts in full uniform, have completed this community
service the past several years.
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W hy do 2
5m
come to th en
is
Study eac Bible
h week?
Come and
find out
(or watch
online).
No Bible Study
this week
because of
Memorial Day.

† Men’s Bible Study

W

e are heading into week #8 in our latest Men’s Bible study! It
is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone.
In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way around Mark and
allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way
that is new and fresh. Wright helps us to find it full of interest and
delight, with a powerful message that comes home to the church to
today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the church of yesterday.
All the studies are available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.

† Look Beyond Borders - 4 Minutes Experiment

W

hen talking about the problem of refugees, we use dehumanised language, which
reduces human tragedy to numbers and statistics. But this suffering concerns real
people, who – just like us - have families, loved ones, friends; their own stories, dreams,
goals... Only when you sit down opposite a specific person and look into their eyes, you no
longer see an anonymous refugee, one of the migrants, and notice the human before you,
just like yourself – loving, suffering, dreaming...
20 years ago, psychologist
Arthur Aron discovered that 4
minutes of looking into each
other's eyes can bring people
closer. Using this discovery, we
decided to carry out a simple
experiment, during which
refugees and Europeans sat
opposite each other and looked
into each other's eyes. Clearly, it
is most important to give each
other time to better understand
and get to know each other.
The experiment was
conducted in Berlin: the city, which - first of all - is a symbol of overcoming the divisions,
and secondly, seems to be the center of the contemporary Europe. We wanted the movie
created on the basis of the experiment to be as symbolic as possible – and to touch upon the
general divisions between people.
The experiment participants were ordinary people. The situations were not staged; we
wanted to get natural, spontaneous reactions. The people sitting opposite each other had not
known each other before and saw each other for the first time during the experiment. What
is important, the refugees mostly came from Syria and had not been living in Europe for
longer than a year.

Ramir is being mentored
as a future St. Paul’s
drummer. If you would
like to be a mentor, contact
Fr. Joe or Pam Szen.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
The Healing Word
1 Kings 18:20-39
n this story from the Hebrew scriptures the prophet Elijah prevails over the prophets of
Baal when the fire of the Lord consumes his offering with the entire altar and water
around it. King Ahab summons four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal to contest with Elijah.
Despite all their efforts, the prophets receive no answer from Baal. But when Elijah calls upon
the name of the Lord, fire comes down and the people acknowledge that the Lord is God indeed.
Psalm 96
A song to the Lord, the Creator and Ruler of all, in which the world is invited to join in.
Galatians 1:1-12
In this lesson Paul opens his letter to the Galatians with
Luke 7:1-10
a greeting, but quickly tells them of his astonishment over
what he has heard regarding their recent attitudes. Later in
"It is crucial for our understanding
the letter we learn that others have come to Galatia urging a
of the Good News to recognize
version of the gospel which depends on certain observances
of the Jewish law. Paul has great respect for the law, but
that "Good News" is not just a
believes it to be a perversion of God’s gift in Christ to
proclamation. It is also a
make faith dependent on any part of the law. Those who
teach in this way may claim the appointment of leaders in
response. It requires not only a
the church, but Paul’s commission is directly from Jesus
Jesus, but also a centurion to be
and God the Father.
Luke 7:1-10
realized. And the centurion is
Our gospel is the story of the healing of the centurion’s
both the model and the challenge
servant. This narrative was important to early Christians
for several reasons. As an illustration of Jesus’ healing of a
for you and me."
non-Jew, it was warrant for the mission to the Gentiles.
This story is also an example of great faith, and shows how
Jesus’ word can heal even when he is not physically present.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

L

† Sermon Shorts

et's play 'Hide & Seek,' except that the purpose
of this game is to be found. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as
well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....St. John’s, New Milford; Grace Church, Newington; Trinity, Newtown; St. John’s,
Niantic.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Students of all ages who are graduating.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein,
Sue Balla, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr.
George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs, Peter
Maier & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Switzerland; the people of the Republic of
Benin; our sister and brother members of the Church of God
(Seventh-Day).
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia
Prayer is the light of the soul, true knowledge of God, a
with the UN peacekeeping service; and Jim serving at
mediator
between God and men. Prayer lifts the soul into the
Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our
heavens where it hugs God in an indescribable embrace. The
food basket collections for the month of May.
soul seeks the milk of God like a baby crying for the breast. It
.....Cambodian New Life Evangelical Church, Danbury, a
fulfils its own vows and receives in exchange gifts better than
congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
anything that can be seen or imagined.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of
Prayer is a go-between linking us to God. It gives joy to the
cancer.
soul and calms its emotions. I warn you, though: do not
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken
imagine that prayer is simply words. Prayer is the desire for
hip.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic God, an indescribable devotion, not given by man but brought
Aortic Aneurism and peace for his mother, wife and child.
about by God’s grace. As St. Paul says: For when we cannot
.....Carol Woien’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard
choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit himself
time...that he will feel God's loving embrace.
….Jim Megura, recovering from recent heart surgery.
intercedes on our behalf in a way that could never be put into
.....Those in the Armed Forces of our country.
words.
Anonymous fourth-century homily

† This & That
& Links

(Click on pictures or red links
for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
Jesus heals the
servant of a Roman
Centurion, from the mini
-series "Jesus of
Nazareth" (1977).
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June Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

June 5th

June 19th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Kathy DeSanti / Pam Szen
Acolyte: Mike Kirner
Lector: 1 Kings 17:8-24 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 146 Galatians 1:11-24

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: 1 Kings 19:1-15a Mary Perry
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 42 Galatians 3:23-29

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: 1 Kings 17:8-24 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 146 Galatians 1:11-24

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Alex Venditti
Lector: 1 Kings 19:1-15a Vito Barbieri
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 42 Galatians 3:23-29

June 12th

June 26th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: Mike Kirner
Lector: 1 Kings 21:1-21a Pam Szen
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 5:1-8 Galatians 2:15-21

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 Galatians 5:1,13-25

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: 1 Kings 21:1-21a Lisa Richardson
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 5:1-8 Galatians 2:15-21

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 Galatians 5:1,13-25

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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June 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

10:00 am Holy
Communion I & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Alpha

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

7:30 pm Property
Committee

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Music Night

5 3 Pentecost

6

7

8

9

10

11 St. Barnabas

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

10:00 am Christian
Caring

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion I & Healing

1:00 pm Dorothy Day
Ministry

7:30 pm Alpha

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Stephen

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Staff Meeting

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

7:30 pm Music Night

Ministry

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

12 4 Pentecost

13

14

15

16

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion II &
Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

5:45 pm Boot Camp

17

7:00 pm Healing Team
7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

18
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
11:00 am Fr. Loring 50th
Anniversary Ordination
Service & Reception
5:30 pm Alpha
Celebration

19 5 Pentecost

20

21

22

23

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Stephen

5:45 pm Boot Camp

10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

Ministry

7:30 pm Music Night

24 Nativity of
25
St. John the 7:30 am
Baptist

Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

26 6 Pentecost
Healing Sunday

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

27

28

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study
5:45 pm Boot Camp

29 St. Peter &
30
St. Paul 5:45 pm
10:00 am Holy
Communion II
& Healing

Boot Camp

7:30 pm Music Night
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Who Am I?

I

t was the Donald who was masquerading as Thomas Cranmer. And
four people correctly identified Don Winkley. So since Nicole
O’Connors was the early bird, she wins our top secret prize and it is sure
to put a smile on her face. Stay tuned.

Totally Random Fact of
the Week!

D

id you
know …
that a set
of playing
cards had a
police escort?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Robin Powell,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Sarah
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill and
Gail Winkley.
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