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†  Come Holy Spirit, Come 
 

T his Sunday we celebrate the Day of Pentecost, 50 days after Easter Day.  The word 
“Pentecost” comes from the Greek word Pentēkostē, which means “the 50th day.” 

In the Old Testament, “Pentecost” refers to the Feast of Weeks, a seven-week 
agricultural event that focused on the harvesting of first crops.  Josephus, a first-century 
Jewish historian, also used symbolize the church’s worldwide mission, and the Day of 
Pentecost is thought to be the origin of sending the church out into the world. 

    The Day of Pentecost is identified by the Book of Common Prayer as one of the feast 
days “especially appropriate” for baptism (Book of Common Prayer, p. 312).  Because of 
this, Pentecost is also known as “Whitsun” or “Whitsunday” (“White Sunday”), a term used 
to describe the white baptismal garments worn by those who were baptized at the Vigil of 
Pentecost and then worn to church on the Day of Pentecost. 

†  Apostolic Preaching and Teaching: 

A Three-Part Pentecost Series 
 

Preaching, Teaching & Results 
 

T he last two weeks I have explained apostolic preaching and teaching.  And now I’d 

like to underscore what it can look like in the world around us in the form of visible 

“results.”  I point us to St. Paul during his mission to Ephesus, a location in modern day 

Turkey.  He was in Ephesus for two years.  It was pagan and spiritually resistant to the 

message of Jesus.  So, what does Paul do?  Consider Acts 19: 

Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly 

there for three months, arguing persuasively 

about the kingdom of God.  But some of them 

became obstinate; they refused to believe and 

publicly maligned the Way.  So Paul left them.  

He took the disciples with him and had 

discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.  

This went on for two years, so that all the Jews 

and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia 

heard the word of the Lord. 

Paul argued, reasoned, and persuaded, as his 

preaching (kerygma) was proclamation combined 

with doctrinal teaching (didache).  Among early manuscripts, the Western text (as opposed 

to the Alexandrian text) has an interesting time 

reference in this lecture hall, "from the fifth to the 

tenth hour" (Acts 19:9), according to the IVP NT 

Commentary.  The Mediterranean "siesta" occurred 

from the fifth hour (11:00 a.m.) onward, and we 

know from Acts 20:34 that Paul worked at his trade 

while in Ephesus.  This gives us a picture of a 

tireless apostle who offered a lot of preaching, over 

25,000 hours perhaps!  No wonder the next verse 

says all the residents of Asia heard the word of the 

Lord. 

 Paul’s example reminds us to “not grow weary 

of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we 

do not give up” Galatians 6:9).  He clearly speaks here from experience.  No matter how 

resistant the soil may seem around us, we must keep sowing the seeds of truth.  Thankfully, 

the results of such a focus are apparent all around St. Paul’s in this season.  Let’s keep going 

strong in the Lord, my friends, with our 

preaching and teaching as God delivers ongoing 

results. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on Mother’s Day. 
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during unplanned 

pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance for the care of the newborn, such as cribs, 
clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds 

performed on newly pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained 
physician.  They offer post-abortion counseling to women of 
any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change 
for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby bottles at 
the back of the church and in the Parish Hall that we ask you 
to please fill with your loose change and bills and return them 
on June 19th, Father’s Day.  Please Note: Checks should be 
made out to St. Paul’s with “Hopeline” in the memo line. 

 For more information, contact: Barbara DeAnzeris or 
Bonnie Wanzer. 

Last year 

St. Paul’s 

collected 

over $2,200! 

Let us pray 
 

Dear God, 
 

I  thank you for granting each one of us - students, faculty, 

family and friends - the blessing to witness this day as it 

marks a great milestone in our lives.  Whether here for four years 

or just one, each one of us has had the privilege to grow 

academically, athletically, artistically, and spiritually in the 

abundance of this place.  Though we paid for this gift by 

stretching our bodies and minds beyond comfort, like training a 

muscle, we found ourselves emerging stronger than before with a 

sharpened sense of purpose in this world.  

I thank you for all of the faculty and other adults who have dedicated their lives to 

providing us with this home.  They adopted us in the dorms, dedicating late nights to our 

various needs; they shoveled our paths, cleaned up our messes, and took care of us when we 

were sick.  In the classroom, tasked with the responsibility of cultivating intellectual 

curiosity and emerging adulthood, they never ceased to support our individual pursuits.   

Treating us with dignity and grace, as if we were colleagues, they empowered our sense of 

place in academia and in the world by modeling respectful confidence.  Their sacrifice of 

time and energy created opportunities that exceeded expectations of any ordinary teacher. 

They were our mentors, confidants, and friends. 

Lastly I give thanks for all family, specifically those who have served as parental figures 

and for those who cannot celebrate with us this morning.  Since welcoming us into their 

lives everything they have done for us has allowed us to proudly stand on this stage today.  

Their influence over our lives has been anything but negligible though they often serve 

behind the scene. 

As we depart this intimate community and disperse throughout the world, I pray that a 

heart of service unites us as we manifest all that that we have gained from this institution.  

May the friendships we have forged without limitation of age, class, and creed not only 

endure but also emblazon our minds as we live global lives.  

Lord I ask that you bless this place and the people living in it.  May they continue to 

nurture this generation and generations to come in virtues of selflessness, resilience, and 

unyielding curiosity. 
 

In your name I pray, 
 

Amen. 

David Shepley will 

be offering this 

invocation he 

wrote for his high 

school graduation 

from Phillips 

Exeter Academy. 
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H ow long was it after his conversion that Paul went to 

Jerusalem to visit Peter? 

a) He went immediately     b) 1 year 

c) at least 3 years 

Galatians 1:15-18 NIV 

 

“O , God, from whom all good 
proceeds…”  We need to 

instill that reminder constantly in 
our hearts, and consequently, to live 
our lives in gratitude and service to 
others as a sign of our thanksgiving 
to the Lord who sends all blessings. 

 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, June  2 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Property Committee 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, June  3 - 7:30 pm - Alpha Small Group, Guild Room 

Sat, June  4 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves Crocker Hall 

Sun, June  5 -  Third Sunday after PentecostThird Sunday after PentecostThird Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  12:00 pm - Sunday School Picnic, Crocker Hall 

Mon, June  6 - 10:00 am - Christian Caring , Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall 

Tues, June  7 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, June  8 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing 

  7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office 

  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Thu, June  9 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, June 10 - 7:30 pm - Alpha Small Group, Guild Room 

Sat, June 11  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, June 12 -  Fourth Sunday after PentecostFourth Sunday after PentecostFourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Galatians+1:15-18&version=NIV&showfn=yes
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

June   5th 8 am - Sarver’s 10:30 am - Sunday School Picnic 
June 12th 8 am - Greeley’s 10:30 am - Barbieri’s 
June 19th 8 am - Perry’s 10:30 am - L. DoBosh 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B arbara Mullen celebrates tomorrow!  Saturday is the big day for John Stauffer.  

Thomas Franklin will be blowing out candles on Sunday.  Pam Mannion will 

be opening presents on Monday.  Al Chaleski will be another year older and wiser on 

Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  The Truth On Trial - Again 
by John Tuthill 

 

A bout two thousand years ago, Truth was put on trial and led to crucifixion (John 18-
19). 

Well, not only one trial, but in fact, we read that Truth endured a total of six trials - all in 
one day!  Three trials by religious leaders and three more under secular legal authority. 

Today, the trials that Truth is under seem to be leading Truth to die daily on more than 
one modernized cross; cross-genderism, cross-identity, and, government mandated cross-
purpose bathrooms, locker rooms, redefined marriage, etc. 

Without knowing that we belong to the Truth and that the Truth will set us free (John 
8:22), this would otherwise seem to be a darkening age for lovers of Truth.  But the Psalm 
this Sunday tells us "Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings who cannot save" - 
Psalm 146:3 (NIV).  This is a rather amazing statement, considering it was written, I am 
told, by David.  David, of course, was himself once a prince and he writes to tell us not to 
put our trust in princes or in human beings? 

In 1 Samuel 17:45 David's trust was exclusively and entirely on Whom it ultimately can 
safely rest.  Casting off the awkward armor offered by King Saul, David met and triumphed 
over Goliath through his total trust in the Truth of the Lord.  David was confident before the 
battle, saying to Goliath, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I 
come against you in the name of 
the Lord Almighty, the God of 
the armies of Israel, whom you 
have defiled." 

T hanks be to God.  Our 
Lord is not hidden from 

us but stands for us.  "What is 
truth?" asked Pilate (John 
18:38).  "I AM the way, the 
Truth and the life," Jesus tells us 
(John 14:6).  The Truth gives us 
the victory (1 Corinthians 
15:57).  Thank God we have the 
Truth.  Let the Goliath-like 
attacks on it shriek and scoff, 
they know their time is short. 

When Elijah prayed to the Lord to restore the life of the widow's son, 

how many times did he stretch himself out upon the boy? 

1 Kings 17:20-22 NIV 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=1+Kings+17:20-22&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  “Peace, Be Still” 
 

by Steve Hemming 
 

“Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And 
the wind ceased and there was a great calm.”   Mark 4:39 

 

We all grow weary from the challenges of this life.  
No one is exempt.  Where do you go to receive the rest 
and restoration you need?  There is only one answer - 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  He calls to you and me; “Come to 
Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  When we come to 
Jesus, we can be assured that He will calm the storms 
created by turmoil, and give us the peace and stillness in 
our lives we desperately seek ( See Psalm 107:29). 

Recently, God brought me successfully through a 
lengthy, busy season at work.  While I was and am 
grateful for His provision, wisdom and endurance, 
nevertheless, I was depleted emotionally, physically, and 
spiritually.  I needed a restorative touch from the Lord.  
Because I had this week off, I determined to diligently seek Him for the revival of my body, 
mind, and soul.  What the author of the book of Hebrews wrote about in Chapter 11, verse 6 
is true - God does reward those who diligently seek Him.  I received exactly what I needed 
from Abba Father.  Please permit me to share what I learned from my time with the Lord: 

Get Away to Pray 
In an effort to set myself before God, I deliberately removed myself from any possible 

distractions by going to outdoor destinations to pray and spend time with the Lord each day.  
Jesus Himself often withdrew into the wilderness to pray to the Father (Luke 5:16).  
Effective praying can also be accomplished indoors, as Jesus noted in Matthew 6:6 -“But 
you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your 
Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you 
openly.”  The key here is to remove ourselves from the cares of the world and spend quality 
time alone with God. 

Let Go of Worries 
Early on, the Lord brought me to the Luke 10:38-42 passage, and impressed upon my 

heart that I should be like Mary and sit before Him and hear His Word, rather than be 
preoccupied with worries and troubles like Martha was.  We all need to look towards 
heaven and not on the things of the earth, as King David aptly wrote in Psalm 27:4; “One 
thing I have desired of the Lord, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple.” 

Wait On the Lord 
Instead of disclosing a list of needs and wants to God, He led me to simply wait on Him, 

as written in Psalm 25:5; “Lead me in Your truth and teach me.  For You are the God of my 
salvation; O You I wait all the day.”  And while it took some getting used to, I became 
acclimated to waiting silently for God to speak.  Psalm 62:1-2 is a good passage that 
supports the benefit of being still before the Lord; “Truly my soul silently waits for God; 
From Him comes my salvation.  He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I 
shall not be greatly moved.” 

Receive His Guidance 
As I waited on the Lord, He brought forth His Word.  I made sure I had my Bible, 

notebook, and trusty pen at the ready whenever God imparted His wisdom.  For as we 
know, His word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path (Psalm 119:105).  It is God who 
guides our very steps; “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will 
guide you with My eye” (Psalm 32:8). 

To demonstrate how all the Lord taught me this week worked harmoniously together, 
this past Monday, I went to Quabbin Reservoir in Belchertown, MA, to pray.  Upon my 
arrival, I sat before the Lord at the Enfield Overlook, and concentrated solely on Him.  For a 
long while, as I sat a picnic table and gazed at the beauty all around me, I waited silently for 

(Continued on page 6) 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, June 2nd 

Blandina and Her Companions, 
the Martyrs of Lyons 

 
 

I n the second century, after a brief respite, Christians in many parts of the Roman 
empire were once again subjected to persecution.  At Lyons and Vienne, in Gaul, 

there were missionary centers which had drawn many Christians from Asia and Greece.  
They were living a devout life under the guidance of Pothinus, elderly Bishop of Lyons, 
when persecution began in 177. 

 At first, the Christians were socially excluded from Roman homes, the 
public baths, and the market place; insults, stones, and blows were rained on 
them by pagan mobs, and Christian homes were vandalized.  Soon after, the 
imperial officials forced Christians to come to the market place for harsh 
questioning, followed by imprisonment. 
 Some slaves from Christian households were tortured to extract public 
accusations that Christians practiced cannibalism, incest, and other 
perversions.  These false accusations roused the mob to such a pitch of wrath 
that any leniency toward the imprisoned Christians was impossible.  Even 
friendly pagans now turned against them. 
 The fury of the mob fell most heavily on Sanctus, a deacon; Attalus; 
Maturus, a recent convert; and Blandina, a slave.  According to Eusebius, 

Blandina was so filled with power to withstand torments that her torturers gave up.  “I am a 
Christian,” she said, “and nothing vile is done among us.”  Sanctus was tormented with red-
hot irons.  The aged Pothinus, badly beaten, died soon after.  Finally, the governor decided 
to set aside several days for a public spectacle in the amphitheater. 

On the final day of the spectacle, writes Eusebius, “Blandina, last of all, like a noble 
mother who had encouraged her children and sent them ahead victorious to the King, 
hastened to join them.”  Beaten, torn, burned with irons, she was wrapped in a net and 
tossed about by a wild bull.  The spectators were amazed at her endurance. 

Eusebius concludes: “They offered up to the Father a single wreath, but it was woven of 
diverse colors and flowers of all kinds.  It was fitting that the noble athletes should endure a 
varied conflict, and win a great victory, that they might be entitled in the end to receive the 
crown supreme of life everlasting.” 

Him.  My patience paid off when I spotted a couple walking back to their car from what was 
a trail below that I had never seen before.  They told me the trail led down to the shoreline, 
where there was a gorgeous view. 

Based upon their recommendation, I followed the same path to the shore.  At the end of 
the trail was one of the most serene, 
peaceful places I’ve ever laid eyes on.  
As I looked out onto the calm waters, 
three words came immediately to mind; 
“Peace, be still.”  I felt God’s great peace 
and strong presence.  And when I got 
back to my car, I found in my Bible these 
were the very same three words Jesus 
spoke in Mark 4:39, to calm the raging 
Sea of Galilee. 
 “You will keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on You, because 
he trusts in You.” Isaiah 26:3  

(Continued from page 5) 

Quabbin Reservoir, Belchertown, MA – View 
from the shore below Enfield Overlook  
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T 
hank you to everyone who has signed up to be a 
sponsor so far.  We are still looking for 14 more 
sponsors to help support our youth as they head to 

West Virginia this summer.  If you are considering being a 
sponsor, please sign up during coffee hour this week to help us 

wrap up our fundraising! 

 

†  Come Celebrate with the Sunday School!  
 

G od has blessed us with another tremendous year in Sunday School.  We are excited 
to celebrate the many achievements of our dedicated teachers and committed 

students with a church-wide picnic on Sunday, June 5th, following the 10:30 am service.  
Students and teachers will be recognized during the late service and then all are welcome to 
join us downstairs in Crocker Hall for food and fellowship.  The Sunday School will 

provide hot dogs and hamburgers, drinks and a cake.  
We ask you to use the following guide to help us 
provide the rest of the meal.  We can't wait to 
celebrate with you and your family! : 
 

Last Names A-H - Fruit or vegetables 
Last Names I-P   - Side salads (pasta, macaroni, 
slaw, potato, etc.) 
Last Names Q-Z - Chips and dips 

Summer Sunday 
School will 

continue each 
week at 10:30 
am starting 
June 12! 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Fifty Years a Priest (4): What Is a Priest? 

 

T his time I would look at the question, what is a priest?  Let me start with a 
brief definition, and then take a more subjective approach, based on my 

own experience.  The English word is derived from the Greek/Latin ‘Presbyter’ 
meaning elder (and in secular terms corresponding to ‘Senator’ (which has the 
same root meaning) indicating someone in a position of leadership or authority, 
but it is also widely used to translate Latin ‘Sacerdos’ / Greek ‘Hieros’ / Hebrew 
‘Kohen’ - all terms that designate one who deals with holy things by, for example, 
offering sacrifices, celebrating sacraments, overseeing temples, and the like. 

Naturally my own sense of being a priest includes performing these functions, but I find 
that it is founded more on an ontological basis, i.e. on being something rather than on doing 

something.  Catholic and Anglican tradition identify being a priest (or deacon or 
bishop) as the result of ordination - though I fell that this sacrament usually 
seals a process of development (to be further completed in living out that 
ministry) rather than making a sudden and absolute change in one’s nature.  I 
am reminded of the once common slogan: “Please be patient, God is not 
finished with me, yet.” 
I have a colleague who is so much more liberal than I about almost everything 
that are both amazed when we find ourselves in agreement, but I do share with 
him two basic concepts priestly ministry.  First, it’s magic.  We don’t 
scientifically explain how Bread and Wine become Christ’s Body and Blood 
(and we confuse ourselves if we try), or how we get changed into people whom 

God uses to become present among us - yet we experience that happening.  And second, 
functionally, one of the main things we do is simply 
hang around - simply be there as friends through 
whom god can reach out to those who need him. 

Perhaps I shouldn’t admit this, but it can also be 
fun: it is one of the few places left where one (and 
particularly a male) can dress u in bright and colorful 
outfits (academic robes, and the costumes of some 
fraternal organizations may come close, but give me 

vestments in their 
various shapes and 
colors, and you give 
me a light heart and 
a cheerful countenance. 
 

(To be continued.)  
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Celebration of 50 Years as a Priest 

Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 am  
& 

Festal Reception to follow 

Saturday the 18th of June, Anno Domini 2016 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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T he Rector's 

Forum meets 

Sundays from 9:30

-10:15 in the Guild 

Room and will be Exploring 

Messianic Mysteries 

in the Hebrew 

Alphabet from May 

15 thru June 5th led 

by Tara Shepley. 

†  Gwen Trott Seeks to Serve in Myanmar 
 

A s you may already know, I went to Myanmar in January for a short trip to gain 
vision for a longer stint of living and serving there next year.  The few days we 

spent in Yangon in January were some of the most humbling days of my life.  I had never 
seen poverty like that.  It felt like traveling through a different universe driving through the 
bumpy, dusty streets in our rickety blue van and walking into the orphanage where 28 
children live, fed by a small kitchen with a rice cooker and a sink.  I was not prepared for the 
effect those kids had on me.  I was not prepared for their huge smiles and laughter 
completely captivating me as they ran around the orphanage, sneaking glances and grins at 
the odd looking Americans who came to visit (surely a sight they rarely see).  They captured 
my heart, and I am excited and humbled to be able to spend the upcoming year with them. 

I am very excited to inform you that plans are coming together, and 
our team of four is now officially planning on flying to Myanmar on 
September 20th with the intentions of being on the ground for nine 
months teaching English and serving with a house church network and 
orphanage that our church supports.  While I have been nervous about 
going so far away to a place where there are no guarantees, I have no 
doubt in my mind that this is where God is leading me for the next year, 
and I have no doubt that He will provide for and protect us as we go.  

Myanmar was a closed country under a powerful military 
dictatorship until a few years ago.  Now that it is starting to open up to 
the Western world, there is a demand for native English speakers to 
come in to teach. I am planning on using my teaching degree to teach 
music and English at the orphanage and to whomever else wants to 
learn.  We are also excited to see what other ways there are to serve in 
Yangon when we get there!  The hope is that these initial nine months 
will act as a catalyst to set up a longer-term vision of sending teams 
over and partnering with the house church network in Myanmar to 
reach people for the gospel. 

In order to go, I need to develop a team of supporters who want to 
partner with me through prayer and finances to serve in Myanmar.  My 
goal is to raise or have pledged $8,000 by July 1st.  This will pay for 
travel, insurance, and living expenses for the nine months we are there.  
Would you prayerfully consider partnering with me by giving some 
amount towards this endeavor?  

If you would like to give financially, you can either send a check made out to “BeFree 
Community Church” with “Myanmar-Gwen Trott” in the memo line, or you can give online 
at http://give.befree.church by selecting “Myanmar” as the giving type and putting “Gwen 
Trott” in the memo line.  Donations are tax deductible.  Please feel free to contact me at 203
-470-7708 or gml35@wildcats.unh.edu with any questions!  

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this letter.  I am very excited for the 
possibility of partnering with you to serve people in Myanmar! 

http://give.befree.church
mailto:gml35@wildcats.unh.edu
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N o matter how old you are or young “The Lord’s Prayer” is always available 
to us when we need it.  But can you imagine if you were saying it and the 

Lord answered you, I wonder if it would go something like this: 
Our Father Who Art in Heaven          Yes?       
Don’t interrupt me.  I’m praying.         But you called Me! 
Called YOU?  No, I didn’t call YOU.  I’m praying.  Our Father who art in 

Heaven.          There you did it again! 
Did what?          Called ME.  You said, ‘Our Father who art in Heaven’  Well, here I 

AM.  What’s on your mind? 
But I didn’t mean anything by it.  I was, you know, just saying my prayers for the 

day.  I always say the Lord’s Prayer.  It makes me feel good, kind of like fulfilling a 
duty.          Well, all right.  Go on. 

Okay, Hallowed by thy name….          Hold it right there.  What do you mean by that? 
By what?          By ‘Hallowed be thy name? 
It means, it means…Good grief, I don’t know what it means.  How in the world 

should I know?  It’s just part of the prayer.  By the way, what does it mean?          It 
means honored, holy, and wonderful. 

Hey, that makes sense.  I never thought about what “hallowed meant before.  
Thanks.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.          Do 
you really mean that? 

Sure, why not?          What are you doing about it? 
Doing?  Why, nothing, I guess.  I just think, it would be kind of neat if you got 

control of everything down here like YOU have up there.  We’re kinda in a mess 
down here you know.          Yes I know.  But have I got control of you? 

Well, I go to church.          That isn’t what I asked you.  What about your bad temper?  
You’ve really got a problem there, you know.  And then there’s the way you spend your money.  
All on yourself.  And what about the kind of books you read? 

Now hold on just a minute!  Stop picking on me.  I’m just as good as some of the 
rest of those people at church.          Excuse ME.  I thought you were praying for MY will 
to be done.  If that is to happen, it will have to start with the ones you are praying for it.  Like 
you - for example. 

Oh, all right.  I guess I do have some hang-ups.  Now that YOU mention it, I 
could probably name some others.          So could I. 

I haven’t thought about it very much until now, but I really would like to cut out 
some of those things.  I would like to, YOU know, be really free.          Good.  Now 
we're getting somewhere.  We’ll work together - you and ME.  I’m  proud of you. 

Look, Lord, if YOU don’t mind, I need to finish up here.  This is taking a lot 
longer that it usually does.  Give us this day, our daily bread.         You need to cut out 
the bread.  You’re overweight as it is. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Hey, wait a minute!  What is this?  Here I was doing my religious duty, and all of 
a sudden YOU break in and remind me of all my hang-ups.          Praying is a 
dangerous thing.  You just might get what you ask for.  Remember you called ME – and here I 
am.  It’s too late to stop now Keep praying.  Well, go on. 

I’m scared to.          Scared?  Of what? 
I know what YOU”LL say.          Try ME. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.          What about Ann? 
See?  I knew it!  I knew YOU would bring her up!  Why, Lord, she’s told lies 

about me, spread stories.  She never paid the money she owes me.  I’ve sworn to get 
even with her.          But – your prayer – what about your prayer? 

I didn’t – mean it.          Well, at least you’re honest.  But, it’s quite a load carrying 
around all that bitterness and 
resentment isn’t it? 

Yes, but I’ll feel better as soon 
as I get even with her.  Boy have I 
got some plans for her.  She’ll wish 
she had never been born.          No, 
you won’t feel any better.  You’ll feel 
worse.  Revenge isn’t sweet.  You know 
how unhappy you are,-Well, I can 
change that. 

YOU can?  How?        Forgive 
Ann.  Then, I’ll forgive you and the hate and sin will be Ann’s problem-not yours.  You will 
have settled the problem as far as you are concerned. 

Oh, you know, YOU’RE right.  YOU’RE always are.  And more that I want 
revenge, I want to be right with YOU.  All right, all right, I forgive her.  There now.  
Wonderful.  How do you feel? 

Hmmm.  Well, not bad.  Not bad at all. In fact, I feel pretty great.  YOU know, I 
don’t think I’ll go to bed uptight tonight.  I haven’t been getting much rest.  YOU 
know.  Yeah, I know.  But you’re not through with you prayer are you?  Go on. 

Oh, all right.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.         
Good!  Good!  I’ll do that.  Just don’t put yourself in a place where you can be tempted. 

What do you mean by that?          You know what I mean.  
Yeah, I know.          Okay.  Go ahead and finish your prayer. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.      Do you 

know what would bring ME glory?  What would really make ME happy? 
No, but I’d like to know.  I want to please YOU now.  I’ve really made a mess of 

things.  I want to truly follow YOU.  I can see now how great that would be.  So, tell 
me…How do I make YOU happy? 

You just did! 
 

First printed in 2008 by PopClara. 
Susan W. Balla, Ministry on Aging , Aging and Life Committee 

(Continued from page 10) The Lord’s Prayer 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to 

her, ‘Do not weep.’” Luke 7:13 
 

T his verse is a great reminder that the Stewardship lifestyle is one 

of service, putting God first and to “love one another.”  

Unfortunately today, many people have “passion” for activities they enjoy 

their job and off-work activities.  Many times our “passion” to excel is at 

the expense of someone else.  Maybe we need to focus on a little less 

passion for our individual concerns and a lot more compassion for others. 

 TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email Mary 

with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  Israel, Seeing Is Believing 

Plans are being finalized underway for other pilgrimages to the 

Holy Land in THIS WINTER.  Click here for more info and details. 

†  Brookfield in Jerusalem   
 

D id you that St. Paul’s has a constant presence in the Holy Land?  The hotel we stat 

in Jerusalem is located directly across the street from St. George’s Cathedral of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem.  During each trip we make a point of attending an 

Evensong service at the cathedral and make sure to locate a needlepoint seat cushion sewed 

by the women of St. Paul’s in 1982 and still in use today.   

When 

you see 

this map 

pointer in 

Sword Points, it  

indicates sites or 

towns we will 

visit on our 

upcoming trip to 

the Holy Land! 

https://vimeo.com/15034110
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
https://vimeo.com/15034110


14  

 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

A fter a Monday off for Memorial Day, we are heading into Week 

#8 in our latest Men’s Bible study!  It is based on Bishop N. T. 

Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone.  In this study, N.T. Wright helps us 

find our way around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and 

excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.  Wright 

helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message 

that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much as it 

did to the church of yesterday.  All the studies are available on our 

LiveStream and YouTube channels. 

†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on 
the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that 
request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

Why do 25 men come to this Bible Study each week?  Come and find out (or watch online). 

 
 
 
 
 

"The LORD watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he 

frustrates the ways of the _______." 

Psalm 146:9 NIV  

Save-the-Date 
Parish Picnic 

Sunday, July 10—Noon 

Our Daily Bread 
Our Daily Bread 

for June, July & 
August is now availa-
ble on the table in 
the back of the 
church.  

Our Daily Bread 
contains a scripture 
verse and meditation 
for each day. 

†  Dorothy Day Ministry 
 

E very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. 
Paul’s turn to cook and serve meals at the 

Dorothy Day 
Hospitality House 
in Danbury.  Please 
consider helping 
out in this vital 
ministry.  Contact 
Barbara DeAnzeris 
or Don Winkley for 
more info.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCeuVsZU4QDXmrSd-8GrP3Q
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Psalm+146:9&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Be Thou My Vision  
Gradual In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me 
Offertory Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
Closing Hymn Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 

S ung by Prince William, Catherine (Kate) Middleton, the 
Royal Family, and all of the wedding guests (okay, most of 

them just kind of moved their lips) you might like to know the 
history and legacy of this once popular, and our closing, hymn for 
Sunday. 
 Encouraged by the Welsh Methodists to update their hymnal, 
William Williams Pantycelyn (1719-1791), an 
aspiring hymn writer penned his most famous song 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” which first 
appeared in 1745 in a Welsh hymnal, published by 

Williams in Bristol, England, named “Hallelujah.  Williams, the “Sweet 
Singer of Wales,” produced about 800 hymns.  S.W. Duffield claimed that 
Williams, an avid revivalist Methodist preacher, did for Wales what Wesley 
and Watts did for England. 

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” or “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” originally 
consisted of five six-line stanzas and was entitled in Welsh “Arglwydd, 
arwain trwy’r anialwch” (in English, Lord, Lead Me Through the 
Wilderness). 
 The hymn is usually sung to John Hughes‘ Cwm Rhondda.  This song, 
known as the Welsh rugby hymn, has been translated into seventy-five 
languages.  It is so loved in Wales that it is considered an unofficial national 
anthem. 

 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers 
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

T hank you to everyone who helped out with the Memorial Day outreach. We had a 

great support with donations and a 

tremendous turnout in making the event happen on the 

day of. It’s always great to have our doors open and 

the community of Brookfield seeing St. Paul’s in action.  

Thank you! 

 

 

 

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon?  Click here to watch it. 

† Fathers’ Day Memorials 
  

F ather's Day is June 19.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in loving 
memory of a father, please make your check payable to Saint Paul's Church 

with the name or names of those to be remembered written on the memo line.  All 
memorials are due June 12.  Contact Gail Winkley with any questions at 203-775-
3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All the gentlemen worshiping with us on Father's 
Day will receive a boutonniere.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQB1TjURNgE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zNvIcaX3N0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pJvPpc52KM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4gej0K_LRo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Williams_Pantycelyn
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/g/u/guideme.htm
http://www.stempublishing.com/hymns/biographies/williams.html
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/h/u/g/hughes_j.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cwm_Rhondda
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

A Son Raised to Life 
 

1 Kings 17:8-24 

I n the Hebrew Bible lesson we hear the story of God’s provision through Elijah for the 
widow of Zarephath and her family.  There is famine throughout the land, which Elijah 

has prophesized because of the sinfulness of King Ahab.  The story shows that God is present to 
care for God’s prophet and also for this woman who, though a foreigner, has shared with Elijah 
what little she has.  God’s signs are powerfully present, first in the miraculous provision of food, 
and subsequently in the miraculous healing of the widow’s young son through Elijah’s prayer. 

Psalm 146 
A hymn to the Lord, who forms the world and rules with justice, 

who heals and cares for the orphan and widow. 
Galatians 1:11-24 

In this lesson Paul reminds the Galatians that the gospel he preached 
to them did not come through human authority but was revealed to him 
by Jesus.  The apostle has just told the new converts of his astonishment 
at hearing how they have been willing to follow versions of the gospel 
said to be more official than his but which depend on obedience to 
aspects of the law in order to bring about a right relationship with God.  
Paul rehearses his conversion from his dependence on his Jewish 
heritage and recalls his special commission to bring the good news to 
non-Jews.  While he did later make contact with Cephas and James in Jerusalem, his 
understanding of the fundamentals of the gospel does not derive from human leaders. 

Luke 7:11-17 
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ raising to life the son of the widow of Nain.  This narrative 

would have been told in the early church to emphasize the new authority over death that had 
been shown forth in Jesus’ own resurrection.  It also represents a fulfillment of Old Testament 
stories and prophecies and is a sign of the beginning of the new age to which the people respond 
with awe by glorifying God.  A special feature of the account is the description of Jesus’ 
compassion. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

W hose approval are you seeking?  There's one 

true authority and guide.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as 

well. 

 

Luke 7:11-17 
How often do we prefer 

being dead to being 
obedient.  How many times 

has Jesus' command to, 
"Rise," fallen on deaf ears?  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp5_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp5_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Zion, North Branford; St. John’s, North Haven; St. Andrew’s, Northford; Christ Church, 
Norwalk. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Companions in Mission for Publishing & Communication, 
Education for Ministry leaders and students. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, 
Sue Balla, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. 
George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs, Peter 
Maier & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of the Togolese Republic; the people of the 
Republic of Bulgaria; our sister and brother members of the Union of Evangelical 
Congregational Churches in Brazil. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan. 
.....St. Thomas Church (Bethel) Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for 
the month of June. 
.....Immanuel Lutheran Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of 
cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken 
hip. 
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a 
Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for his mother, wife 
and child. 
.....Carol Woien’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard 
time...that he will feel God's loving embrace. 
….Jim Megura, recovering from recent heart surgery. 
.....the Conservation of Natural Resources. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You 
Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Jesus & The Widow's Son 
This quick-draw video 

tells the story of Jesus raising 
the widow's son from Luke 
7:11-17. Jesus cares for 
people who are hurting and 
Jesus has great power - even 
over death!  

http://www.zionepiscopalchurch.org/
http://www.stjohns-northhaven.org/
http://standrewsnorthford.org/
http://www.christchurcheastnorwalk.com/
https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/Grants/cmpc/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Togo
Republic%20of%20Bulgaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_of_Evangelical_Congregational_Churches_in_Brazil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_of_Evangelical_Congregational_Churches_in_Brazil
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/FoodPantrySchedule
http://www.immanuellutheranchurchandschool.org/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHZ3dirlHdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHZ3dirlHdo
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy 
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve 

Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, 
Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Reyna 
Sampson, John 
Sarver, Joe Shepley, 
Sarah Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill and 
Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Totally Random Fact of 
the Week! 

 

D id you 

know …

that Shepley is 

a village in 

England that 

has an 

Anglican 

church named 

St. Paul’s?  

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
Who Am I? 

O k, so who am I?  There 

are lots of clues here.  A 

wedding ring, likes coffee, looks 

like a horseshoe on the key 

chain, a cross around the neck 

and “I latir com um sotaque 

português!” 

Think you know?  Submit 

your answer here. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shepley
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=Portuguese%20Dog

