Transforming
Lives Through
Jesus Christ

Sword Points
www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com

June 9, 2016

(203) 775-9587

† At the Exit Ramps of Peoples' Lives
I admit that I worship the God of our ancestors as a follower of the Way.

(Acts 24:14)

My fellow followers of the Way,

O

ur technological age has afforded us endless choices today, and this is reflected in
post-modern spiritual
perspectives as well, particularly
among the young millennial
generation increasingly resistant to
institutions of authority, yet open
to a genuine encounter with God.
Jesus referred to Himself as
"the Way" (John 14:6), and his
followers, before being called
Christians, were initially known as
the people of "the Way."
As the church, as people of the
Way, we have an opportunity to
participate in God's direction, and
often re-direction, of people
toward Jesus. When snapping this
photo last Sunday evening, I was
reminded that our place is often at
the exit ramps of peoples' lives,
figuratively speaking, to help
guide them, even turning them
back around, to the Way.
May the Lord expand the
kingdom through us as, soul by
soul, as we follow Jesus as the
Way.
Faithfully in hope,

† Not for Nothing! - (Galatians 2:21)
by John Tuthill

P

aul makes a point - with help from the Holy Spirit - like no one else can.

In the epistle reading this Sunday, he writes to "Judaizers". These were Jewish
followers of Christ who believed, among other things, that many of the ceremonial
practices were still absolutely required, even for Gentile
converts to Christ - even the most especially tough-selling
points such as circumcision.
Paul makes his point, not once, not twice, but three times:
no one is justified through observing the law. And, three
times, Paul underscores the requirement that is absolute in
the place of the law placing our faith in Christ instead.
Paul is not downgrading the importance of the law, which he
calls "holy, righteous and good" in Romans 7:12. But, he
drives home quite a surprising point - that it never was God's
purpose for the law to make us righteous before Him, our
"Holy, Holy, Holy" and righteous God (Isaiah 6:3, Revelation
4:8).
Paul shows God's true intended purpose for the law is to
serve as a constant (even irritating) reminder of our own
earned unrighteousness. Even the most moral persons of all
-time fall entirely below the requirements of the law.
Paul concludes, if we depend on being righteous on our
own terms, or strive to make our own way in judging
ourselves sufficient before the law, then by that God's grace is fully 'frustrated'. If
we depend on our own estimate of righteousness before the law, Christ is said to
have "died for nothing!" No, we depend on the provision God has made in the
death of Christ. Only Christ's death atoned for our sin. When we accept by faith
our complete dependence on what Christ "finished" for us on the cross (John
19:30) all of our unrighteousness is made right and we are restored to God
(Romans 3:25).
To God be the Glory!

† Happy Birthday to You!

J

oan Stein celebrates today! Friday is the big day for Austin
Williams. Justin DoBosh will be opening presents on
Monday. Emily Yurcisin will be blowing out candles on
Tuesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
Whose vineyard did Ahab want since it was close to his palace?
a) Jerahmeel b) Naboth c) Jair
1 Kings 21:1-2 NIV

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
June 12th
June 19th
June 26th

8 am - Greeley’s
8 am - Perry’s
8 am - C. Allen’s

10:30 am - Barbieri’s
10:30 am - L. DoBosh
10:30 am - S. Chadwick

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
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H

aving heard the parable about debt
forgiveness, Simon says he supposes
the one who had the larger debt forgiven will
love the master more. And how does that
message translate for us? Are we forever
grateful for the debt that has been willingly
paid for of us by the sacrifice of our loving
Savior? Do we live our lives accordingly?

Save-the-Date
Parish Picnic

Sunday, July 10—Noon
† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, June 9 Fri, June 10 Sat, June 11

1:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

-

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, June 12 -

Mon, June 13 Tues, June 14 Wed, June 15 Thu, June 16 Sat, June 18 -

Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Alpha Small Group, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
11:00 am
5:30 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion II & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
Fr. Loring’s 50th Ordination Service (LiveStream)
Alpha Finale, Crocker Hall

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, June 19 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Click Below to

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, June 9th

Columba
Abbot of Iona, 597

M

any legends have gathered about Columba, but there are also some historical data
concerning his many works in the writings of Bede and Adamnan. According to
one story, Patrick of Ireland foretold Columba’s birth in a prophecy: He will be a saint and
will be devout, He will be an abbot, the king of royal graces, He will be lasting and for ever
good; The eternal kingdom be mine by his protection. Columba
was born in Ireland in 521, and early in life showed scholarly and
clerical ability. He entered the monastic life, and almost
immediately set forth on missionary travels. Even before
ordination to the presbyterate in 551, he had founded monasteries
at Derry and Durrow.
Twelve years after his ordination, Columba and a dozen
companions set out for northern Britain, where the Picts were still
generally ignorant of Christianity. Columba was kindly received,
allowed to preach, convert, and baptize. He was also given
possession of the island of Iona, where, according to legend, his
tiny boat had washed ashore. Here he founded the celebrated
monastery which became the center for the conversion of the Picts.
From Iona, also, his disciples went out to found other monasteries,
which, in turn, became centers of missionary activity.
Columba made long journeys through the Highlands, as far as Aberdeen. He often
returned to Ireland to attend synods, and thus established Iona as a link between Irish and
Pictish Christians. For thirty years, he evangelized, studied, wrote, and governed his
monastery at Iona. He supervised his monks in their work in the fields and workrooms, in
their daily worship and Sunday Eucharist, and in their study and teaching. He died
peacefully while working on a copy of the Psalter. He had put down his pen, rested a few
hours, and at Matins was found dead before the Altar, a smile on his face. He is quoted by
his biographer Adamnan as having said, “This day is called in the sacred Scriptures a day of
rest, and truly to me it will be such, for it is the last of my life and I shall enter into rest after
the fatigues of my labors.”

Summer Sunday School will continue
each week at 10:30 am starting this
Sunday!

† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign

T

he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on Mother’s Day.
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during unplanned
pregnancies. In addition to material assistance for the care of the newborn, such as cribs,
clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers counseling, support, and
ear
Last y ’s
ultrasounds performed on newly pregnant women by an
ul
St. Pa d
Ob-Gyn trained physician. They offer post-abortion
e
collect 0!
counseling to women of any age.
0
,2
2
St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change
over $
for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser. There are baby bottles
at the back of the church and in the Parish Hall that we ask
you to please fill with your loose change and bills and return
them on June 19th, Father’s Day. Please Note: Checks should
be made out to St. Paul’s with “Hopeline” in the memo line.
For more information, contact: Barbara DeAnzeris or
Bonnie Wanzer.
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† Inquire of the Lord
by Steve Hemming

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks it will be opened.”
Matthew 7:7-8

D

o you have an important decision you need to make? Are you unsure of how to
proceed with a significant matter? Obtaining the right answers and necessary
guidance need not be complicated. All that is required is to ask the Lord what to do.
After spending a lot of time during my vacation recently seeking the Lord and waiting
on Him, God helped me to recognize that in order to fulfill His true calling and purpose for
my life, it will necessitate making some significant changes. While I have a better
understanding of what needs to be done, I do not know specifically how to go about
attaining the goals the Lord has set before me. The only true way I can find the guidance I
need is to call upon the Lord.
God gives each of us a personal invitation to seek Him for direction in Jeremiah 33:3;
“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do
not know.” King David wisely sought God’s counsel numerous times as noted in 1st
Samuel, 2nd Samuel, and
1st Chronicles. In each
instance, it is written that
“David inquired of the
Lord.” Each time David
asked, the Lord was
faithful to instruct him
how to proceed. In one
instance, in 1 Samuel 23:2
-5, David asked God
twice if he should initiate
an offensive against the
Philistines:
“Therefore David
inquired of the Lord,
saying, “Shall I go and
attack these Philistines?”
And the Lord said to David, “Go and attack the Philistines, and save Keilah.” But David’s
men said to him, “Look, we are afraid here in Judah. How much more than if we go to
Keilah against the armies of the Philistines?” Then David inquired of the Lord once again.
And the Lord answered him and said, “Arise, go down to Keilah. For I will deliver the
Philistines into your hand.” And David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the
Philistines, struck them with a mighty blow, and took away their livestock. So David saved
the inhabitants of Keilah.”
David knew that it is the Lord who gives wisdom, and from Him comes knowledge and
understanding (Proverbs 2:6). And James 1:5 encourages us to seek the Lord for
understanding, for it says; “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”
Do you lack wisdom? Do you need direction? Inquire of the Lord!
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with
My eye.”
Psalm 32:8

W

hose house was Jesus eating in when the woman
perfumed his feet and wiped them with her hair?
a) Simon
b) Nicodemus
c) Barnabas
Luke 7:44 NIV
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† Vestry Meeting
May 11th

Opening: Mary Perry opened with prayer at
7:35 pm and led the meeting. Vito Barbieri
led a Bible study on the power of prayer and
praying continually from The Prayer of
Jabez, from 1 Ch 4:9-10. Vito also gave his
testimony, how he grew up Catholic and
started going to St. Paul’s after he was
married. At an Amway weekend he went to
a non-denominational church service where a
testimony touched him and he gave his life
to Christ. Now he is all in! The April
minutes were approved as circulated.
Treasurer’s Report: YTD income is
$6,000 above 2015 so far. We have spent
$22,000 more than we have brought in as of
4/30/16, the same as last year. Endowments

let her know if there is
anyone not on the parish
list who wants prayer.
Separate reports were
submitted by: Laurie
DoBosh on Jericho and Mary Perry on the
Prayer Team and Beyond the Red Door.
Rector’s Report: Attendance is good at
80%, please greet people and be friendly.
Bishop Laura Ahrens will be here for the
celebration of Fr. Bill Loring’s 50th
anniversary of his ordination on June 18th
and for confirmation on June 26th. Alpha is
going well, the Alpha Retreat is May 20th &
21st. Fr. Joe attended Safe Church training
for Clergy. Tara Shepley is going to study at
Yale for a Masters in Divinity.
Old Business: Memorial Day
Outreach will be on May 29th.
Safe Church training will be here at
St. Paul’s on May 14th.

total $703,000, up 6% after adjustments.
The Capital Account has a balance of
$50,000, with $77,000 still due from
pledges.
Committee Reports: Dave Allen for
Property reported that the sprinkler system is
finished and the pew cushion are here and
will be pews for Pentecost. Mary Perry
reported that the prayer team is praying for
each member of St. Paul’s by name. Please

New Business: We are considering
a performance of the Gospel of Mark on a
Friday night and a seminar on Saturday,
possibly on September 23-24. The Vestry
agreed to fund the dinner for the Alpha
Retreat.
Closing: The meeting was closed with
prayer at 8:32 pm by David Williams.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry

Reminder: Bishop Laura Ahrens will be at St. Paul’s on Sunday, June 26 for Confirmation.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Israel, Seeing Is Believing

† Rain, Rain, Go Away 

Y

The Dan

es, we’ve had a large amount of rain lately. It is not uncommon
for the Danbury area to get more than an inch of rain in a single
thunderstorm. Compare that to the average monthly rainfall in Israel of
just 1.61 inches and you can see why water was a precious resource in
ancient and current Israel.
In addition to rain, another source of
water for the state of Israel is Mt. Hermon.
At 9,232 feet above sea level and the highest
point in Syria, Mt. Hermon captures a lot of
precipitation. The runoff from melted snow,
feeds the springs that form the Dan River.
The Dan along with the Banias and Hasbani
Rivers are the three tributaries to the Jordan
The Banias
River which flows into the Sea of Galilee
(Lake Kinneret), the lowest freshwater lake in the world and
partially fed by underground springs. The Jordan flows out from
the sea with two more rivers joining from the east, the Yarmouk
and the Jabbok and continues to the Dead Sea, the lowest and
saltiest place on Earth. Here, the flowing waters end and now the Dead Sea is evaporating
at alarming speed.
The conservation of and creation of potable water is crucial in Israel where just 20% of
the land is cultivated. Israel is a recognized world leader in water reclamation. And, to
further meet the needs of its’ population, Israel has developed technology to remove salt and
waste from the Mediterranean Sea. This desalination process provides millions of gallons
of potable water every hour to the population. When five
desalination plants are completed and in operation, 80% of
needs will be met.
A resourceful and creative
people, Israel will no longer
be dependent on meager
rainfall for its’ water supply.
Instead they have found a
game-changing solution to the
challenges of living off what
is sometimes unreliable
The Dead Sea
Sea of Galilee
rainfall.

When
you see
this map
pointer in
Sword Points, it
indicates sites or
towns we will
visit on our
upcoming trip to
the Holy Land!

Plans are being finalized underway for other pilgrimages to the
Holy Land in THIS WINTER. Click here for more info and details.
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T

hank you to everyone who has signed up to be a
sponsor so far. We are still looking for 12 more
sponsors to help support our youth as they head to
West Virginia this summer. If you are considering being a
sponsor, please sign up during coffee hour this week to help us
wrap up our fundraising!

A

new course begins in the Rector's Forum! Beginning this Sunday,
June 12th, Jay Trott will lead us in a study of Solomon's Song
of Songs, a beautiful love poem found right in the middle of the Bible.
It is a poem about romantic love, which was
created by God for our pleasure and
development, and best of all it is a poem
about the love of Christ for his bride, the
church, beautified by his sacrifice on the cross. The Song
of Songs is considered one of the most difficult books in the
Bible to interpret, but it can also be one of the most
rewarding for those who love Christ, because it is a tender
and profound expression of this love. Our goal will be to
talk about the two aspects of love that it shows and what they
mean for us today. Please join us in the Guild Room at 9:30.

8

O

n June 18 Fr. Bill will celebrate his 50th anniversary of ordination.
We hope you will come and bring your families and friends to this
once in a lifetime event. Bill and I are looking forward to celebrating with
our parish family and the wider diocesan membership who may be able to
come.
The service will begin at 11 am, but the party afterwards, in Crocker Hall,
will go and on!
Please, will you help make the celebration memorable?
The basic food has been ordered. It’s the fun food after that which will
make the occasion!
Any cookies, cakes or pies, homemade or store made, will be welcome!
Thank you very much!
Diane Amison-Loring

Celebration of 50 Years as a Priest

Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 am
&
Festal Reception to follow
Saturday the 18th of June, Anno Domini 2016
God, help me pause today to see the dazzling light of your glory.

9

10

† Art in the Christian Tradition
Christ in the House of Simon*
c. 1440-1450

Bouts, Dieric, 1415-1475
Staatliche Museen zu Berlin (Germany)

D

ieric Bouts (born ca. 1415 – 6 May 1475) was an Early Netherlandish painter.
Bouts was among the first northern painters to demonstrate the use of a single
vanishing point. His work has a certain primitive stiffness of drawing, and his figures are
often disproportionately long and angular, but his pictures are highly expressive, well
designed and rich in colour, with especially good landscape backgrounds.
*The identification of the "woman who was a sinner" in the Luke 7:36-8:3 passage has
had a long and complex exegetical history. In the last fifty years, since Vatican II and the
emergence of a
scholarly focus on
the women of the
New Testament,
consensus has
formed that this
"woman" was
likely not Mary
Magdalene, as
earlier tradition had
assumed. A
thorough, lengthy
discussion of this
has been provided
by Carla Ricci in
her work, Mary
Magdalene and
Many Others.
“As for Mary
Magdalene, the
first woman
mentioned as
following Jesus, the
identification of her
with the sinner has
led to her being regarded as a prostitute and as such she has been treated for centuries in the
liturgy, in literature, and in art. So we need to note, besides the silence about women shown
in the texts, plus the absence of comment on this, the additional phenomenon of the
“exegetical distortion,” noticeable here specifically applied to women, and in this case to
Mary Magdalene." [from Mary Magdalene and Many Others: Women Who Followed Jesus.
by Carla Ricci, Augsburg Fortress, 1994, p. 31-32.]

† Transforming Stewardship
“When I entered your house, you did not give me water
for my feet...”
Luke 7:44

T

his Sunday’s Gospel calls us to consider how we
serve God. Do we consume like the Pharisee who
simply reclines at the table and expects to be served? Or,
do we contribute like the woman who kneels before Jesus
and washes His feet? Every day we must make a choice.
Take or give? Consume or contribute? Recline or serve?
11

W hy do 2
8m
come to th en
is
Study eac Bible
h week?
Come and
find out
(or watch
online).

A

† Men’s Bible Study

fter a Monday off for Memorial Day, a record number 28 men
came to our latest Men’s Bible study! It is based on Bishop N.
T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps
us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and
excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright
helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message
that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much as it
did to the church of yesterday. All the studies are available on our
LiveStream and YouTube channels.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

F

† Fathers’ Day Memorials

ather's Day is June 19. Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in loving
memory of a father, please make your check payable to Saint Paul's Church
with the name or names of those to be remembered written on the memo line. All
memorials are due this Sunday, June 12. Contact Gail Winkley with any questions at
203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. All the gentlemen worshiping with us
on Father's Day will receive a boutonniere.

Cuza (husband of Joanna, one of Jesus' followers) was the manager of the household of
__________?
Luke 8:1-3 NIV

† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month,
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality
House in Danbury.
Please consider
helping out in this
vital ministry.
Contact Barbara
DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more
info.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points
Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal
practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual
Offertory
Communion
Closing Hymn

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
King of Glory, King of Peace
O Bless the Lord, My Soul!
Fairest Lord Jesus
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

Fairest Lord Jesus!

L

ittle is known of the origin of this cherished hymn. Associated with it are several
popular legends which cannot always be substantiated by research. One of the bestknown accounts is that it was called the “Crusaders’ Hymn.” Some think that it was sung
by the twelfth century German Crusaders, especially by their children, as they made their
long and wearisome trek to the Holy Land. Another account, which has more credence, is
that it was one of the hymns used by the singing followers of John
Hus, a small band of believers who settled in Silesia (now part of
Poland) after they were driven out of Bohemia in the bloody antiReformation purge of 1620. This hymn, then, is generally said to
be a folk song derived from these devout Silesian peasants.
The text for the hymn first appeared in the Roman Catholic
Munster Gesangbuch of 1677, where it was published as the “first
of three beautiful selected new hymns.” Later it is said that a man
by the name of Hoffman Fallerleben heard a group of Silesians
singing the hymn in a service, recorded the words and music from
this oral recitation, and published it in his Schlesische Volkslieder
in 1842. This is the form in which we now know the hymn.
No one knows for certain who first translated the text from
German into English. The English adaptation by Richard Storrs
Richard Willis
Willis, born in Boston, Massachusetts, February 10, 1819, first
appeared in his Church Chorals and Choir Studies in 1850. It is
interesting to note that in this collection a notation about the origin of the hymn is made
stating that it was “sung by German knights on the way to Jerusalem.” This statement
undoubtedly did much to foster and popularize the Crusader account.
Richard Willis is also the composer of the Christmas carol “It Came Upon a Midnight
Clear.”
The fourth verse, a fine translation by Joseph A. Seiss, emphasizes the dual nature of the
Savior - “Son of God and Son of Man” as well as the praise that will be eternally His.

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

S

pecial gratitude is due to our parish Treasurer, Chuck Allen. Now in his fourth term,
Chuck serves as the financial officer of our
congregation. He is responsible for payments of all bills,
invoices and payroll. In addition to all of the financial
record keeping, he prepares monthly reports for the Vestry,
monitors our cash position and invests our available funds in
accordance with church policies. Thanks Chuck.
13
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Compassion and Forgiveness
1 Kings 21:1-21a
n our opening lesson the corruption of Ahab and his foreign queen Jezebel are manifested
with their dealings with Naboth the Jezreelite. Ahab coveted Naboth’s ancestral land,
which Naboth could not part with, by tradition or religion. Jezebel has no respect for such local
custom and devises a plan to have Naboth murdered. When Ahab travels to claim for himself
Naboth’s vineyard, he is met by his old adversary the prophet Elijah, who prophesies his
judgment.
Psalm 5:1-8
A psalm acknowledging God’s justice and opposition to wrong
Luke 7:36-8:3
doing, and a plea for help and deliverance.
Galatians 2:15-21
"Just as the host is thinking
In this lesson the apostle Paul establishes the principle that
to himself, 'Doesn't Jesus
justification is through faith in Christ rather than by works of the law.
Paul had just told the Galatians how Peter has apparently first agreed to
know what sort of person
eat with Gentile Christians without requiring that they observe certain
Jewish food laws. Later, however, under criticism from stricter Jewish- this woman is?' Jesus tells a
Christians, he withdrew from this fellowship. That kind of dependence
story to make plain that he
on the law, Paul argues, is over and done with. The only life that
does indeed know what sort
matters is found with Christ in whom Paul finds his life.
Luke 7:36-8:3
of woman she is, and more
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ association with a woman known as
than that, knows what sort
a sinner and his teaching on the significance of generous forgiveness.
As at other times, Jesus is criticized for his willingness to relate to an
of person his host is as well.
individual regarded as a sinner. He allows the woman to demonstrate
her repentance and scandalizes those present by telling her that her sins
are forgiven. Much forgiveness and much love are closely linked together. The collaboration of
women in Jesus’ ministry is underscored by his close relationship with Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, Susanna, and others who traveled with him and the disciples, and support their

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

C

† Sermon Shorts

onnecting the Dots with Jesus and the
Widows. To replay all our sermons, audio
and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.
Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Iglesia Betania, Norwalk; St. Paul’s, Norwalk; Christ
Episcopal, Norwich.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Ministry of Creation; environmental stewardship committees;
eco-justice work; community gardens.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay
Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs, Peter Maier & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Tuvalu; the people of the Republic of Cape Verde; our sister and brother
members of the Evangelical Methodist Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
.....St. Thomas Church (Bethel) Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of June.
.....Lighthouse Ministries International, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.
.....Carol Woien’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's
loving embrace.
….Jim Megura, continued healing from recent heart surgery as he moves on to the
rehabilitation stage of his recovery.
.....All Sorts and Conditions.
A married couple: first the wife's heart as a compassionate responder in a nursing home;
then for her husband Tom who has a terminal brain cancer. Pray for a miracle healing in
Toms physical need and that the gifts, the blessings and the celebrations in Toms life are
seen understood and basked in by Tom as he sees the Lord work in his life.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Why I Pray
C. S. Lewis and an
Anglican priest have a brief
exchange about prayer. Why
do you pray?
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Who Am I?

D

Totally Random Fact of
the Week!

D

orothy Crocker was the
winner of this week’s
contest, correctly identifying
Joe Bernardo. Apparently Dot
is good at foreign languages
too, translating “I latir com
um sotaque português!” into
English: “I bark with a
Portuguese accent!”
So he does. Dot, be sure to
come by the Sword Points
World Headquarters to claim
your prize.

id you know …that in the year
2000, Pope John Paul II was
named an
"Honorary
Harlem
Globetrotter?"

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Reyna
Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley,
Sarah Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill and
Gail Winkley.

← Apparently we had a
rapture at coffee hour last
Sunday. Where’d she go?

17

