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† The Greatest Things in Life Are Not Things at All
For I have come down from heaven to do
the will of God who sent me.
(John 6:38)

Dear Friends,

O

ur faith as Christians is not a
"going up to God religion." We
celebrate, rather, that God has come
down to us. In Jesus, human striving is
replaced by the saving gift of God's
loving presence, with us now through
the Holy Spirit.
Christ has come to ransom us from the
bondage of our sin, and despite the tragic shadows we continue to cast over
one another, our darkest moments are continually overcome by the light of
hope.
In a world of ongoing turmoil and seeming uncertainty, rest in God's love;
rest in the simple yet profound reality that the greatest things in life are not
things at all, but God's faithfulness toward us, now, and forever.
In Christ,

Celebration of 50 Years as a Priest

Solemn Eucharist at 11 am
&
Festal Reception to follow
Saturday the 18th of June, Anno Domini 2016

† Skipping Church, A Sermon Seen
& Two Teachings Tied Together
by John Tuthill

L

ast Sunday, I skipped church. I couldn't help myself. What-a beautiful day.
God had made it to be enjoyed, right? And, besides, quite a large crowd of
people were all gathered in a particular field that I always pass along my way to St.
Paul's. It was the Elephant's Trunk Flea Market. Everyone there seemingly had
exactly the same inspired idea as I had - enjoy the perfect weather and sift through
mountains of junk to score on a great deal. So much one-of-a-kind treasure was
there. What could be better? So, with the old song "It's Your Thing, Do What You
Wanna Do" playing on my cheap Jeep radio, I pulled in to the flea market. Getting
there early, finding a spot was still next to impossible. Huge crowd! The best deal
at the flea market? It was very quickly found. About mid-way down the third row to
the left - Bob Cutting and Lynne Donnelly had set up "Church at the Flea Market". I
joined them. We spent the day talking to passers-by all about Jesus, we handed
out "Free Tickets" to heaven (with a gospel message on the back), and, best of all,
we offered much-needed prayer for everyone and anyone that wanted. Just as I
was feeling guilty and missing the sermon at St. Paul's, there was a lull in the
crowd. I looked up, wondering if I should leave for St. Paul's and come back. But
just then, a hawk was soaring overhead, the clear blue sky seemed to be all his
own. It looked so effortless for him, circling around, his wings were locked. He just
rode the air currents as he looked for his lunch. It struck me, this hawk appeared to
be both working AND resting at the same time! Odd, but this seemed to speak a
message similar to resting in what Christ finished for us on the cross so that we can
go about the work He has given us to do. It seemed as the hawk
did what
it was designed to do, it was able to soar on the air currents
provided for it, and this paradoxically allowed him to both rest
AND concentrate on what it needed to do - find lunch! Lynne
and I agreed, if the hawk tried swimming to find his lunch,
he would no doubt need to work much harder, and fail,
perhaps even drown for all his effort. The best deal at
the flea market turned out to be the best deal to be
found anywhere and everywhere. The hawks
loftly perspective reminded me of Paul's "Prayer
for the Ephesians" (Ephesians 3:14-21). "…
grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ, and to know this
love that surpasses knowledge - that you may
be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
"Thanks be to God!

† Happy Birthday to You!

M

itch O’Hara Jr. celebrates today! Friday is the big day for Jeff Janofsky.
Delores Ready, Sylvia Pinheiro & Venus Okwuka will be opening presents
on Saturday. David Allen, Dave Baskett & John Beck will be blowing out candles on
Sunday. John Altemus will be another year older and wiser on Monday. Tuesday is the
big day for David Crisalli. Have a blessed day everyone!
What had the angel provided Elijah to eat?
1 Kings 19:5-6 NIV
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esus heals one of the “least and lost” - one
who was feared and had been rejected by
those around him. When he wants to join Jesus
on his travels, Jesus tells him to “Return to your
home, and tell how much good God has done for
you.” And we are urged to do the same: Live in
God’s love for you, and tell others God’s story!

Save-the-Date
Parish Picnic

Sunday, July 10—Noon
† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, June 16 Sat, June 18 -

5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
11:00 am

-

5:30 pm

-

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, June 19 -

Mon, June 20 Tues, June 21 Wed, June 22 Thu, June 23 Fri, June 24 Sat, June 25

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
Fr. Loring’s 50th Ordination Service (LiveStream)
with Bishop Ahrens preaching
Alpha Finale, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Sun, June 26 8:00 am
Bishop
9:30 am
Ahrens at
both services 10:30 am
10:30 am

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Holy Communion II & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Nativity of St. John the Baptist
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Click Below to

- Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
- Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
- Sunday School
- Confirmation &Contemporary Holy Communion
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Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!

R

† God Alone Can Weave a Pattern

avi Zacharias recalls a visit he made to a place known for making the
best wedding saris in the world: ‘With such intricacy of detail, I
expected to see some elaborate system of machines that would boggle the
mind in production. But this image could not have been further from the
real scene. Each sari was made individually by a father and son team. The
father sat above the son on a platform, surrounded by several spools of
thread that he would gather into his fingers. The son had only one task. At a
nod from his father, he would move the shuttle from one side to the other
and back again. This would then be repeated for hundreds of hours, until a
magnificent
pattern
began to
emerge.
‘The son
certainly
had the
easier task.
He was
only to
move at the
father’s
nod. But
making use
of these
efforts, the
father was working to an intricate end. All along, he had the design in his
mind and was bringing the right threads together.’
Ravi Zacharias ends the story by saying, ‘God alone can weave a pattern
from the disparate threads of our lives - whether suffering, success, joy, or
heartache - and fashion a magnificent design. Perhaps today, if you will stop
and reflect on it, you will see that the Father is seeking to weave a beautiful
tapestry in your life.’
(Bible in One Year, 6/11/16)

† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign
Ends This Week

S

t. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change
for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser. Please fill with
your loose change and bills and return them this Sunday,
Father’s Day. Please Note: Checks should be made out to St.
Paul’s with “Hopeline” in the memo line.
For more information, contact: Barbara DeAnzeris or
Bonnie Wanzer.
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† Forsake All for the Sake of His Call

by Steve Hemming

“Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, “If anyone
comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and
sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear his
cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For which of you, intending to build a
tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it - lest,
after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,
saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’? Or what king, going to make
war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten
thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the
other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. So
likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.”
Luke 14:25-33

A

re you willing to abandon it all to
become a disciple of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ? In the passage above,
Jesus lists some costs we need to consider if
we desire to be His disciple and follow Him.
Let’s take a closer look at what is required of
us in order to develop into a true follower of
Jesus.
Hate your father and mother… (v.26) The Lord is not telling us to literally hate our
family in order to become His disciple.
Rather, we must love Jesus more than anyone,
as Jesus tells us in Matthew 10:37; “He who
loves father or mother more than Me is not
worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.”
Hate your life (v.26) - In Christ Jesus, we are not called to love our lives (see
Revelations 12:11), for in John 12:25-26, the Lord reveals; “He who loves his life will lose
it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me,
let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him
My Father will honor.”
Bear your cross (v.27) - Simply said, if we are not willing to take up our cross and
follow Jesus, we are not worthy of Him (Matthew 10:38). Jesus calls to you and me;
“Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake
and the gospel’s will save it.” (Mark 8:34-35)
Forsake all (v.33) - Jesus continues on in the Gospel of Mark chapter 8, verses 36-37;
“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what
will a man give in exchange for his soul?” If we desire to become a disciple of Jesus, we
should not be driven towards gaining earthly riches and possessions, but instead work
towards storing up for ourselves treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:19-20). In Matthew 19:21,
when the rich young ruler asked Jesus what he must do to have eternal life, the Lord told
him; “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
(Continued on page 6)

A

fter Elijah had the prophets of Baal killed, who
threatened to kill him?

a) Ahab
b) Obadiah
c) Jezebel
1 Kings 19:1-2 NIV
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(Continued from page 5)

All for the Sake

Do you want to be a disciple of our Lord Jesus? Are
you willing to forsake all for the sake of His call?
“We will abandon it all for the sake of the call. No
other reason at all but the sake of the call. Wholly
devoted to live and to die for the sake of the call”
Chorus from the song "For the Sake of the Call", by
Steven Curtis Chapman (click-on title to listen/watch)

† The Lord Needs You

T

he Western world is experiencing rapidly changing
demographics which includes exponential growth in the
aging population, posing unique challenges and opportunities
for ministry. Every region of the globe is aging, yet very little is
being done by Western missions to include the aged in the Great
Commission. It is projected that 50 million Americans in the
United States will spend their last days in a care facility of some
kind. Face with
these staggering
Not this kind of Chaplin!
numbers, the
Christian
Church is presented with a challenge and an
opportunity. If we are to dream of an
outreach to the “four corners of the earth”
we must not and cannot neglect our very
own at our very door in their hour of
greatest need. Is the Lord calling you to
serve our aging population in health care
facilities? The Chaplain Service of
Connecticut is looking for volunteers within
the local church for this very mission. We
will train volunteers to help meet the
spiritual needs of nursing home residents by
respectfully sharing God’s love and His
word. St. Paul’s has one of the largest
This kind of Chaplain!
contingents of auxiliary chaplains but the
need is so great. We are the only
organization of our kind in CT and there is one other in Massachusetts. Together we serve
the aging population of all of New England! You do the math. Out next training session
will be announced for the fall. For more information, contact us at (203) 798-8346 or see
Phyllis Baskett or Father Joe. May the Lord bless you as you serve Him.
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† Israel, Seeing Is Believing

† Beersheba 

I

n this week’s Old Testament lesson Elijah flees
for his life and goes to Beersheba. We won’t be
fleeing for our lives, but on our upcoming trip to the
Holy Land Beersheba is on our itinerary.
Beersheba is the largest city in the Negev desert of
southern Israel.
Beersheba is mentioned in the Book of Genesis in
connection with Abraham the Patriarch and his pact
with Abimelech. Isaac built an altar in Beersheba
(Genesis 26:23–33). Jacob had his dream about a
stairway to heaven after leaving Beersheba (Genesis
28:10–15 and 46:1–7). Beersheba was the territory of
the tribe of Simeon and Judah (Joshua 15:28 and 19:2).
The sons of the prophet Samuel were judges in
Beersheba (I Samuel 8:2). Saul, Israel's first king, built a fort there for his campaign against
the Amalekites (I Samuel 14:48 and 15:2–9). The prophet Elijah took refuge in Beersheba
when Jezebel ordered him
killed (I Kings 19:3). The
prophet Amos mentions the
city in regard to idolatry
(Amos 5:5 and 8:14).
Following the Babylonian
conquest and subsequent
enslavement of many
Israelites, the town was
abandoned. After the
Israelite slaves returned from
Babylon, they resettled the
town. According to the
Hebrew Bible, Beersheba
was the southernmost city of
the territories settled by
Israelites, hence the
expression "from Dan to
Beersheba" to describe the
whole kingdom.

When
you see
this map
pointer in
Sword Points, it
indicates sites or
towns we will
visit on our
upcoming trip to
the Holy Land!

Plans are being finalized underway for other pilgrimages to the
Holy Land in THIS WINTER. Click here for more info and details.
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† Sharing the Word

T

By Karin Hamilton

hey may not be clay tablets, but they'll
still be used to share the Word of God.
Bill and Cathy Schrull recently returned from
a trip to Kasulu, Tanzania where Bill delivered
20 Android tablets to the offices of the Anglican
Diocese of Western Tanganyika. They will be
fitted with SIMM cards and distributed to priests
in district leadership roles around the Diocese to
facilitate communications with distant rural
parishes.
The diocesan offices are in the center of
Kasulu,
about a
mile from
the Kasulu Bible College (now the
Lake Tanganyika Theological
College), which is next to the diocesan
cathedral.
Bill, with his wife, Cathy, has a
longstanding ministry supporting the
Diocese and the Bible College by
equipping them with technology and
resources for communication, study ,
and research. In 2014 Bill was named
a Canon of their Cathedral. Both have
secular careers in computer-related fields.
In his blog (tzblog.schrull.us) Bill recalls,
"Kasulu has change so much in the 11 years I’ve been
coming here. During my first few trips, there was
nothing as far as electric power, except that which was
generated by diesel during the hours of 7 pm to 11 pm.
Cell service was spotty at best, and there was NO
internet accept that which we installed at the bible
college via Satellite. Now there are multiple choices for
Internet, which you can have with you via mobile
technology, and electric power is available all over
Kasulu. It’s really made communications much better."
Both are active members of St. Paul's, which supports
the Bible College and the Schrull's communication
ministry there.
The purchase was made possible by a grant from the
CT-based Companions in Mission for Publishing &
Communication (CMPC) $5000 and $1000 from St.
Paul's.
For more info visit Bill's blog, tzblog.schrull.us and
Cathy's blog, trips.schrull.us.
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T

hank you to everyone who has signed
up to sponsor, we have all seven
students fully sponsored! Please bring
your note for your sponsored student to church
by this Sunday. Thank you!

O

n June 18 Fr. Bill will celebrate his 50th anniversary of
ordination. We hope you will come and bring your
families and friends to this once in a lifetime event. Bill and I
are looking forward to celebrating with our parish family and
the wider diocesan membership who may be able to come.
The service will begin at 11 am, but the party afterwards, in
Crocker Hall, will go and on!
Please, will you help make the celebration memorable?
The basic food has been ordered. It’s the fun food after that
which will make the occasion!
Any cookies, cakes or pies, homemade or store made, will be welcome!
Thank you very much!
Diane Amison-Loring

A

new course begins in the Rector's Forum! Beginning this Sunday,
June 12th, Jay Trott will lead us in a study of Solomon's Song
of Songs, a beautiful love poem found right in the middle of the Bible.
It is a poem about romantic love, which was
created by God for our pleasure and
development, and best of all it is a poem
about the love of Christ for his bride, the
church, beautified by his sacrifice on the cross. The Song
of Songs is considered one of the most difficult books in the
Bible to interpret, but it can also be one of the most
rewarding for those who love Christ, because it is a tender
and profound expression of this love. Our goal will be to
talk about the two aspects of love that it shows and what they
mean for us today. Please join us in the Guild Room at 9:30.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, June 16th

George Berkeley and Joseph Butler
Bishops and Theologians, 1753, 1752

G

eorge Berkeley was born in Ireland in 1684, educated at Trinity College, Dublin,
and ordained to the priesthood in 1721. As Dean of Derry, beginning in 1724, he
developed an interest in the churches in colonial America as well as
concern for the conversion of Native Americans to the Christian faith.
He sailed for America, reaching Newport, Rhode Island, in January,
1729, settling on a plantation nearby, Whitehall, while awaiting the
resources to start a college in Bermuda. When his plans failed, he gave
Whitehall and his personal library to Yale College and returned to
Ireland where he became Bishop of Cloyne in 1734. Berkeley College
at Yale, Berkeley Divinity School, and the City of Berkeley, California,
are named for him.
Berkeley was a major philosopher of his time and among his
achievements was the theory of immaterialism - individuals can only
directly know objects by the perception of them - an idea that would influence Hume, Kant,
and Schopenhauer.
oseph Butler, once called “the greatest of all the thinkers of the English Church,” was
born in Berkshire in 1692, into a Presbyterian family. His early education was in
dissenting academies, but in his early twenties he became an Anglican. He entered Oxford
in 1715 and was ordained in 1718.
Butler distinguished himself as a preacher while serving Rolls
Chapel, Chancery Lane, London, and then went on to serve several
parishes before being appointed Bishop of Bristol in 1738. He declined
the primacy of Canterbury, but accepted translation to Durham in 1750.
He died on June 16, 1752 in Bath, and his body was entombed in Bristol
Cathedral.
Butler’s importance rests chiefly on his acute apology for orthodox
Christianity against the Deistic through prevalent in England in his time,
The Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed, to the Constitution and
Course of Nature, 1736. He maintained the “reasonable probability” of Christianity, with
action upon that probability as a basis for faith. Butler’s was a rational exposition of the
faith grounded in deep personal piety, a worthy counterpoint to the enthusiasm of the
Wesleyan revival of the same period.

J

Reminder: Bishop Laura Ahrens will be at St. Paul’s on Sunday, June 26 for Confirmation.

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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We were excited to
see Vic and Laura
Neto at church last
Sunday with their
newborn twins for
the first time.
They even came
down stairs afterward for “Milk”
Hour. Hopefully
we’ll have double
baptisms next
month.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

"If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and ______ according to the
promise."
Galatians 3:29 NIV

† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month,
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality
House in Danbury.
Please consider
helping out in this
vital ministry.
Contact Barbara
DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more
info.
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Sunday morning reflections

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to
newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as
well.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
The Miracle of the Gadarene Swine
about 1000

Canterbury (?), England
n the center of this miniature removed from a Gospel book and depicting the Miracle
of the Gadarene Swine, Jesus and his followers confront two men whose half-dressed,
unkempt state indicates that they are possessed by evil spirits. Jesus performs an exorcism,
transferring the demons into a herd of swine. Matthew the Evangelist wrote that the herd of
swine then "ran violently down a steep place into the sea," where "they perished in the
waters." The illuminator closely followed the story as Matthew described it, depicting the
swine hurtling down the cliff into the sea at the bottom of the page. At the top right,
shepherds run to the city to report the miracle.
The artist arranged the scene in three horizontal bands, keeping the main focus on the
middle figures, whose emphatic gestures and tense body movements recount the vivid story.

I

† Transforming Stewardship
“If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.”
Luke 9:23

W

e are not very good at “denying ourselves” in
our society. Our current economic situation is
evidence of what happens when people think they can
have everything they want. Jesus calls us to set our own
personal “wants” aside so that we have the resources to
follow Him instead.
14

† Choir Practice for Sword Points
Readers

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)
Opening Hymn Praise to the Living God!
Gradual
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Offertory
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Closing Hymn O Worship the King, All Glorious

Above

History of Hymns

Hymn Highlights - The First 1700 Years

T

he New Testament tells us that hymns (from the Greek word 'hymnos' meaning
songs of praise) were sung by Jesus and the disciples (Matthew 26:30) and that
hymns are different from Psalms (Ephesians 5:19). Other than that not much is known
about Christian hymns during the first three centuries
of the Church.
There are records of hymns dating from the 4th
and 5th centuries that are still sung in Catholic
churches today. In the 6th century, Benedict of
Nursia (480-547), founder of the Catholic
Benedictine Order of Monks translated many of the existing hymns into Latin and formatted
them into Gregorian Chants. With few exceptions, these hymns sung primarily by monks,
remained the acceptable Christian church music for many years.
In the early 16th century the Protestant Reformation brought about many changes,
including hymns being translated from Greek and Latin into languages of the common
people, and songs being written with familiar folk rhyme and rhythm easy to sing and
memorize.
In England, the church determined to adapt all their new hymns from the Holy
Scriptures, primarily the Psalms. In Germany, Martin Luther (1483-1546) created songs
based on scriptural principle but not taken directly from the Scriptures. The most famous of
his hymns, A Mighty Fortress is Our God lives on in hymnals of this century.
Isaac Watts (1674 - 1748) was instrumental in motivating England to expand their hymn
base when he wrote and distributed such beautiful and thought provoking hymns as When I
Survey the Wondrous Cross and Joy to the World.
In the early 18th century Charles Wesley took hymns to another
level altogether. He wrote and published more than 100 songs designed
to appeal to the emotions and salvation experience of the Christian. O
For A Thousand Tongues to Sing, Hark the Harold Angels Sing, Christ
the Lord is Risen Today, and his other songs quickly became popular
first within the Methodist church and then within other denominations.
The song styles of Watts and Wesley form the foundation of
contemporary Christian music. Their words still ring true today and
their melodies still ring out from many churches around the world. The
hymns of past centuries are here to stay.

F

† Men’s Bible Study

ind out why two dozen men come each week to our latest Men’s
Bible study! It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for
Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way around
Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel
in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps us to find it full of interest
and delight, with a powerful message that comes home to the church to
today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the church of yesterday.
All the studies are available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.
15

† This Sunday’s Readings
Deliverance and Liberation
1 Kings 19:1-15a
n our first lesson we hear how the fearful and despairing Elijah is sustained by an angel
and, after traveling forty days and nights, is met by the Lord, not in wind, earthquake, or
fire, but in a sound of sheer silence. The prophet Elijah is fleeing from the wrath of Jezebel and
journeys to Mount Horeb, where the Lord revealed the law to Moses. There he finds renewed
fortitude and direction for his mission.
Psalm 42 and 43
The psalmist laments an inability to come to the house of
God and thirsts for the presence of the Lord. A plea to God
Luke 8:26-39
by one who is persecuted and in distress, to be able to come
and worship in the Lord’s temple
"The name "Legion" has a
Galatians 3:23-29
double meaning. Literally,
In this New Testament lesson we hear that the era of
domination by the law is passed. Through faith all find
it means, "Many,
themselves baptized into a unity in Christ. Formerly we are
thousands, multitudes."
like small children who had to be closely watched. Now,
through God’s justification, we are given the status of young
But it also alludes to the
adults coming into their maturity. Whatever the former
occupying Roman soldier
barriers of race, class, or gender, we are together heirs of the
legions which numbered
promise to Abraham.
Luke 8:26-39
3,000 to 6,000 each.
In our gospel reading Jesus sends many demons out of a
Many Israelites felt the
man who calls himself Legion and who is then restored to his
right mind. The crazed man lived a wild life out among the
Roman legions were
tombs. When Jesus commands the demonic to come out of
another form of demonic
Legion, “they” recognize him as “Son of the Most High
God.” The demons will end up in a herd of pigs and then be
occupation.
destroyed by drowning, but the man will be enabled to return
home and to tell of Jesus.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

J

† Sermon Shorts

esus likes to pray and go to parties. Are you
coming to his party to love to judge?. To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as
well.
16
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....All Saints’, Oakville; St. Saviour’s, Old Greenwich; St. Ann’s,
Old Lyme; Grace Church, Old Saybrook.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Curates; seminary interns; parish assistants and associates;
missional curacies..
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay
Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs, Peter Maier & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Uzbekistan; the people of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo; our sister and brother members of the Church of God, House of Prayer.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
.....St. Thomas Church (Bethel) Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of June.
.....Mountain Church of God, Brookfield, a congregational partner of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for
his mother, wife and child.
.....Carol Woien’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's
loving embrace.
….Jim Megura, continued healing from recent heart surgery as he moves on to the
rehabilitation stage of his recovery.
.....The Human Family.
A married couple: first the wife's heart as a compassionate responder in a nursing home;
then for her husband Tom who has a terminal brain cancer. Pray for a miracle healing in
Toms physical need and that the gifts, the blessings and the celebrations in Toms life are
seen understood and basked in by Tom as he sees the Lord work in his life.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make
You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
Happy Father’s Day
Video
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Just For Fun !

Totally Random
Fact of the Week!

D

(And Christian Fellowship)

id you know ….. that Richard
Nixon sent Home some dirt?

Who Am I?

“I

’m not
Jesus, but I
might be a
relative.”
Think you know?
Submit your answer
here.

Sir Arthur is sp
eaking in
tonuges at the
Wednesday
Bible Study.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Reyna
Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley,
Sarah Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill and
Gail Winkley.
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