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† David Shepley Heads to Jordan to Study Arabic
† ديفيدShepley يتوجه ى ا ن لدر دلنغة ن بية ن ية
Sword Points: Where are you going this week?
David: Amman, Jordan, for one month.
Sword Points: What will you do there?
David: I will be studying intensive Arabic at an
international language academy where service
projects, trips to historical sites and interaction
with locals will supplement the experience. I'll
be living with locals and speaking Arabic in the
home.
Sword Points: Two years ago you spent the
summer on mission in Tanzania, and in Namibia
the prior year. How did you now decide upon this mission to Jordan?
David: One of the things I learned from past missions is the power of communicating with
locals in their native tongue, thereby establishing strong relationships and trust. I have
taken Arabic for one year, in addition to eight years of French, and plan to continue Arabic
studies as I enter university in the fall. This intensive experience in
Amman will allow me to further pursue my global sense of ministry
outreach while making new friendships for the future. I am currently
being inwardly drawn to the Middle East.
Sword Points: What are you most excited about regarding this trip?
David: I'm excited about taking my academic Arabic into the streets
with common interaction among locals while getting firsthand
knowledge of Arab culture. Living as a Christian in such a region will
be a challenge I'm looking forward to in terms of expanding my sense of
spiritual territory. I'm comforted knowing that my family of St. Paul's
will be praying for me, and I hope to represent you all well as Gods, and
your, ambassador.
Sword Points: Will you blog as you did in past missions, and can we
expect to follow you in Sword Points?
David: Absolutely!
Sword Points: What are your specific
prayer requests?
David: Peace in Amman, spiritual
protection and a sense of confident
adventure coupled with inner peace in my
daily experiences.
Sword Points: Thank you, David. You
are in our prayers, and we look forward
to a second interview upon your return.
Any final thoughts?
David: Acts 1:8 has always been my guiding Scripture verse: "You will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses to...the ends of the earth."
Thanks for your support, and you'll hear from me soon.

† "For the whole law is summed up in a single
commandment, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'"
Galatians 5:14
by John Tuthill

Although many say the best known verse in all the Bible is this one:
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."
John 3:16 (KJV)

B

ut a case might be made, for the best known verse in the Bible being one from
Paul's letter to Galatia, in the reading this Sunday. The wider world believes that it
knows and has mastered living this verse. It has even been re-named, "The Golden Rule."
Ask most people why they believe they're a good person or why they believe they deserve
go to heaven when they die, and most will answer after a moment, "I'm a good person
because...I follow the 'Golden Rule'!
According to this thought, if we live by this rule and love our neighbor as much as we
love ourselves, we win the golden ticket to being a good person / going to eternal heaven.
But if we ask and get an honest answer to the questions, "Have you ever lied? Ever stolen
anything, no matter how small? Hated? Looked with lust?" If an answer to even one of
these is "yes", then we haven't loved those we
have lied to, stolen from, looked at with lust,
etc. This shows we have all broken even the
"Golden Rule" standard, as it is commonly
called. The Good News is Good News (John
3:16) because we have all broken the "Golden
Rule", but God has provided the "Way."
Thanks be to God!

† Things You Need to Know for this Weekend
1.

2.
3.

Bishop Ahrens will be at both services on Sunday and
about a dozen parishioners are being confirmed or received
at the 10:30 service.
Brochures with pricing and info for our Holy Land Trip
are here. See David Szen or Fr. Joe for a copy.
Our award winning St. Paul’s Quilters are meeting on
Saturday at 11 am in Crocker Hall. Feel free to join them.

† Happy Birthday to You!

L

inda Pendergast celebrates today! Friday is the
big day for Ethan Mable, Jennifer Kast &
Melanie Schofield. Susan Champagne will be
opening present on Saturday. Have a blessed day
everyone!
When Elijah and Elisha reached the Jordan river, how did they
get across?
2 Kings 2:7-8 NIV
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“T

he fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control.” Quite a list for those who
wish to be his disciples, stewards, and
friends. Do you agree that we all have ne
shortage of things on which to work?

Save-the-Date
Parish Picnic

Sunday, July 10—Noon
Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to
newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as
well.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, June 23 Fri, June 24 Sat, June 25

5:45 pm
7:30 pm

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, June 26 -

Mon, June 27 Tues, June 28 Wed, June 29 Thu, June 30 Sat, July 2

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Nativity of St. John the Baptist
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilers, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
5:45 pm

-

10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Confirmation & Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
St. John and St. Paul, Apostles
Holy Communion II & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, July 3 -

Click Below to

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
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Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!
† This Date on the Church Calendar
Friday, June 24th
The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

J

ohn the Baptist, the prophet, and forerunner
of Jesus, was the son of elderly parents,
Elizabeth and Zechariah, and was related to Jesus
on his mother’s side. His birth is celebrated six
months before Christmas Day, since, according to
Luke, Elizabeth became pregnant six months
before the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary.
John figures prominently in all four Gospels,
but the account of his birth is given only in the
Gospel according to Luke. His father, Zechariah, a
priest of the Temple at Jerusalem, was struck
speechless because he doubted a vision foretelling
John’s birth. When his speech was restored,
Zechariah uttered a canticle of praise, the
Benedictus, which is one of the canticles in the
Daily Office.
John lived ascetically in the desert. He was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt, and
ate locusts and wild honey. He preached
repentance, and called upon people to prepare for
the coming of the Kingdom and of the Messiah,
baptizing his followers to signify their repentance
and new life. Jesus himself was baptized by John
in the Jordan.
John had many followers, some of whom
became Jesus’ disciples. Because of his denunciation of the sins of Herod, especially
Herod’s incestuous marriage, John incurred the enmity of Herodias, Herod’s wife, and was
put in prison. Through Herodias’ plotting with Salome, her daughter, Herod was led to
promise a gift to Salome, who demanded John’s head. John was thereupon executed. John
is remembered during Advent as a prophet, and at Epiphany as the baptizer of Jesus. The
Gospel according to John quotes the Baptist as saying to his followers that Jesus is the
Lamb of God, and prophesying, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).
To clasp the hands in prayer is the beginning of an
uprising against the disorder of the world. Karl Barth

F

† Men’s Bible Study

ind out why two dozen men come each week to our latest Men’s
Bible study! It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for
Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way around Mark
and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a
way that is new and fresh. Wright helps us to find it full of interest and
delight, with a powerful message that comes home to the church to today
and tomorrow just as much as it did to the church of yesterday. All the
studies are available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.
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† God Is Our Deliverer

by Steve Hemming

“Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all.”
Psalm 34:19

I

t was heartbreaking to learn recently that a close friend had lapsed into an addiction,
that if left unaddressed, could threaten his marriage, and possibly even his life.
Surely, each of us have our share of struggles. It is where we turn, or more importantly, to
whom we turn to in the heat of the battle, that will determine whether we gain victory or
suffer defeat. When we reach out to God, He will deliver us out of all our troubles.
In Psalm 34, King David writes several times about being delivered and saved by the
Lord. From his own experience, when David sought the Lord, God heard him and delivered
him from all his fears (v. 4). Because David was a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22)
he knew of the need to seek the Lord for guidance, deliverance, and especially in order to
maintain a fruitful, intimate relationship with Him. He was obedient to God’s call in Psalm
27:8; “When You said, “Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, Lord, I will
seek.” We would be well served to follow in David’s footsteps, and “Seek the Lord and His
strength; Seek His face continually!” (Psalm 105:4) And when we seek the Lord, we will
not lack any good thing (Psalm 34:10).
In addition to seeking the Lord for deliverance, David also encourages us in verses 6 and
17 of Psalm 34 that when we cry out to the Lord, He will hear us and save us from all our
troubles. God conveys His faithfulness to each one who love Him in Psalm 91:5; “He shall
call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and
honor him.” When we call upon the Lord in our day of trouble, He will rescue us (Psalm
50:15).
David shares other nuggets of wisdom in Psalm 34 that will help sustain our deliverance
and keep us out of the snares of our enemies:
· Praise the Lord - Verses 1-3
· Trust Him - Verses 5, 8, 20, 22
· Have a Reverent Fear of the Lord - Verses 7, 9, 11
· Depart from Evil - Verses 13, 14, 16, 21
· Have a Contrite Spirit Before the Lord - Verse 18
When we seek our God and cry out to Him, He will deliver us out of all our troubles, for
He is our Jehovah Mephalti, our Deliverer!
“I will meditate on the
glorious splendor of
Your majesty, and on
Your wondrous
works.”
Psalm 145:5

W

hat did James and John suggest
be done about the Samaritan
village that did not welcome Jesus?
Luke 9:51-56 NIV
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Wednesday, June 29th

St. Peter & St. Paul, Apostles

P

eter and Paul, the two greatest leaders
of the early Church, are
commemorated separately, Peter on January
18, for his confession of Jesus as the
Messiah, and Paul on
January 25, for his
conversion, but they are
commemorated together
on June 29 in observance
of the tradition of the
Church that they both
died as martyrs in Rome
during the persecution
under Nero, in 64.
Paul, the welleducated and
cosmopolitan Jew of the
Dispersion, and Peter,
the uneducated fisherman from Galilee, had
differences of opinion in the early years of
the Church concerning the mission to the
Gentiles. More than once, Paul speaks of
rebuking Peter for his continued insistence
on Jewish exclusiveness; yet their common
commitment to Christ and the proclamation
of the Gospel proved stronger than their
differences; and both eventually carried that
mission to Rome, where they were martyred.
According to tradition, Paul was granted the
right of a Roman citizen to be beheaded by a
sword, but Peter suffered the fate of his Lord,
crucifixion, though with head downward.

A generation after their martyrdom,
Clement of Rome, writing to the Church in
Corinth, probably in 96 A.D., says: “Let us
come to those who have most recently
proved champions; let us
take up the noble
examples of our own
generation. Because of
jealousy and envy the
greatest and most
upright pillars of the
Church were persecuted
and competed unto
death. Let us bring
before our eyes the good
apostles - Peter, who
because of unrighteous
jealousy endured not one
or two, but numerous trials, and so bore a
martyr’s witness and went to the glorious
place that he deserved. Because of jealousy
and strife Paul pointed the way to the reward
of endurance; seven times he was
imprisoned, he was exiled, he was stoned, he
was a preacher in both east and west, and
won renown for his faith, teaching
uprightness to the whole world, and reaching
the farthest limit of the west, and bearing a
martyr’s witness before the rulers, he passed
out of the world and was taken up into the
holy place, having proved a very great
example of endurance.”

Diane and Fr. Bill Loring
Wish to thank everyone for helping to make our celebration a success, and we
hope you will join us again in another fifty years. We thank our Rector for
his continuing support, Gail Winkley and the Altar Guild, Kirsten for the
music, all those who assisted in the Sanctuary, Dave and Pamela Szen for
their efforts and particularly for the live stream video, members and advisors of
St. Paul ’s Own for their hard work before, during, and after the party, and
finally everyone who attended and extended their good wishes.
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† Israel, Seeing Is Believing

† The Primacy of Peter 

N

ext Wednesday the church commemorates
apostles St. Peter and St. Paul. One of the sites
we will explore on upcoming trip to Israel
is The Church of the Primacy of Peter. It
is a modest Franciscan chapel that
incorporates part of a 4th-century church.
It is located at Tabgha on the northwest
shore of the Sea of Galilee and
commemorates Jesus' reinstatement of
Peter after a breakfast of bread and fish
on the shore.
Several churches have been built on the site, including the present
Franciscan chapel which was built in 1933.
The Franciscan chapel is small and made of grey stone, with a modest
tower in one corner. It is pleasantly located right on the northwest shoreline of the Sea of
Galilee.
At the base of the chapel's walls on the west
end, the walls of a late 4th-century church are
clearly visible on three sides. Like the early
church, the modern chapel incorporates a large
portion of the stone "table of Christ" (Latin:
Mensa Christi) at the altar. This is where Jesus is
believed to have served his disciples a fish
breakfast after they landed on shore (John 21:9).
On the lake side of the church are the rock-cut
steps mentioned as the place "where the Lord
stood." It is not known when they were carved,
but it may have been in the 2nd or 3rd century
when this area was quarried for limestone.
Below the steps are six heart-shaped double-column blocks known as the Twelve
Thrones, which can be under water when the lake level is high. Originally designed for the
angle of a colonnade, they were probably taken from disused buildings and placed here to
commemorate the Twelve Apostles. The association likely derived from Luke 22:30: "You
will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones to judge the
twelve tribes of Israel."
A little further inland from the Church of the Primacy of Peter is the Church of the
Loaves and Fishes, which is well worth a visit.

When
you see
this map
pointer in
Sword Points, it
indicates sites or
towns we will
visit on our
upcoming trip to
the Holy Land!

Israel here we come. Plans have been finalized for a life-changing pilgrimage led by Fr. Joe to the
Holy Land during the Christmas - New Year’s break. Click here for the brochure, pricing info and
details.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Ordained Priests and the Priesthood of All Believers?

T

he doctrine of the priesthood of all believers (PAB), or universal priesthood, is
clearly Biblically based, and is professed by virtually all Christians, though with
varying interpretations. It became particularly prominent, however, at the time of the
Reformation when the more radical reformers used it as a
club to attack the Roman Catholic view of ordination and
the clericalism that often accompanied it. Other more
conservative reformers also drew on this concept, but
balanced it with the particular ministry of individuals who
might or might not be thought of as priestly, but who had
clear leadership roles. Modern Evangelicals tend to regard
PAB in an individual light as giving them the direct access
to God through Christ (see Hebrews 7:22-26), and one wellknown conservative (and evangelical) pundit once told me
that this direct access made it unnecessary for him to go to
Church
Let’s start by considering the Biblical basis for this
teaching. The most important New Testament authority is
found in 1st Peter 2:5,9, where the readers (representing the whole body of Christians) are
first exhorted “to be a holy priesthood” and then declared to be “a chosen race, a royal
priesthood….” This is almost certainly* directly based on Exodus 19:6 where God declares
to the Israelites, “you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.”
It should be noted that the New Testament never uses the title ‘priest’ for Christian
ministers (though it does use it for both Jewish and Pagan ones). This became part of the
argument that PAB actually nullified any ministerial priesthood, but a little caution is in
order here. The NT church clearly did have ordained ministries: apostles, bishops, elders
(presbyters), and deacons. The first three of these seemed to exercise priestly functions, and
in Romans 15:15f Paul specifically describes his own ministry as priestly. The reluctance to
use the term may well
represent a desire to
avoid connecting the
Christian church with
the bloody sacrifices
that the readers would
associate with both
pagan and Jewish
worship. Turning back
to the Old Testament
declaration of the
“priestly kingdom” we
also find that later in the
same chapter, vss.20-24,
there are specific
references to Aaron and
the other priests (although the formal ordination comes somewhat later).
I would suggest that Anglicans and others in the catholic tradition might well see the
universal priesthood as essentially the collective nature of the Christian body (certainly this
best fits the declarations in both Exodus and 1 Peter) while the ordained priest provides a
focal point through which God acts in his people.
o you have a question you
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
would like answered by our
*
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
The Septuagint (LXX), the Greek version of the Hebrew Bible, use
almost identical terminology, even though the English versions differ
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
somewhat.
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gradual
Offertory
Closing Hymn

The Church’s One Foundation
In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me
Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult
O Jesus, I Have Promised

History of Hymns - Part 2

F

or many years acceptable church music consisted primarily of
Catholic monks singing Gregorian Chant Latin hymns. The 16th
century Reformation resulted in the formation of the Protestant Church
and in a new kind of church music -- Hymns that were written to be
sung by the common people of the church congregation, in a language
they could understand. (See: History of Hymns Part 1) Over the next
200-plus years, this new type of music was developed until it resulted in the very hymns that
many Protestant Christians (and some Catholics) still sing today.
It would be many years after the reformation that the Catholic Church would add this
type of hymn to their tradition. In the 19th century, the passing of the Catholic
Emancipation Act opened the door for hymns other than the Latin Gregorian Chants to be
written and sung. In order to make this change while still staying true to their unique
Catholic worship style, an entirely new group of hymns came to life, including
the popular To Jesus Christ our Sovereign King, Holy God We Praise Thy
Name,and Come Holy Ghost.
Also emerging in the early 19th century were the Gospel Music hymns
such as I Love to Tell the Story by William Fischer and Blessed Assurance by
Fanny Crosby (Fanny who was blind, wrote more than 8,000 songs). This
style of music became popular during the great revival camp meeting days of
such evangelists as Dwight D. Moody.
Fischer
In the early 20th century the Pentecostal movement determined to bridge
the gap between Christians of different races (ex: 1906 Azusa Street
Revival). One result of this resolve was that black Gospel hymns and
musicians began to gain popularity with white Believers. Precious Lord
written by Thomas Dorsey and His Eye is On the Sparrow (author unknown)
both sung by the great Mahalia Jackson, are examples of a distinctive
musical style that crossed racial lines.
The Jesus People movement of the late 1960s and early 1970s introduced
new ideas about church propriety and fresh new hymns to the Church. Songs
Jackson
such as Easter Song by Second Chapter of Acts, Alleluia by Chuck Girard,
Lord, You're Beautiful by Keith Green and The Blood Will
Never Lose Its Power by Andre Crouch were first appreciated
by the younger generation and then over time adapted into
mainstream church society.
In the 1970s and 1980s, Integrity Music and Maranatha!
Music introduced the church to As the Deer Pants for the
Water, You Are My Hiding Place, and many other hymns
designed to take corporate and private worship to a new level
of intimacy with God. Hymns of praise began to emerge
regularly from popular and obscure Christian musicians
around the world. Praise and worship within the Church took
on a new sound that has continued to grow ever more intense
Green
and beautiful over the past 20-plus years.
For 2,000 years songs of praise, old and new have been rising from the collective heart
and mouth of the worldwide Church. The introduction of the Internet in the 1990s has made
it possible for Christians to see and hear praise and worship sounding across U.S., Canada,
South America, Europe, Asia, Africa and the Holy Lands, and to recognize that the sound is
the same wherever the people of God gather together. It is a sound that grows every day
more like the praises of heaven - a sound that will soon usher in the glory of God that will
cover the whole earth (Habakkuk 2:14).
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† Getting To Know Your Vestry

R

on Switzer is new to our Vestry, being
elected at this past January’s Annual
Meeting.
He’s been a member of St. Paul’s for three and
half years. A recent retiree from Praxair, Ron and his
wife Laura, were looking for a new church, attended
a few of our services which led them to becoming
members here. They were
attracted by our “parish
fellowship, conservative Gospel-center based worship.” Ron also
notes our variety of learning programs, such as Alpha, which
offers him opportunities to grow and strengthen his personal
faith. Early on he joined the mission committee, starting
volunteering at Jericho, attends the Men’s Bible Study and is
becoming involved on the Vestry’s communication committee.
Born and raised an Episcopalian in the Niagara Falls area. He has
degrees from Purdue and UConn and has traveled a career path
through Cleveland and Edmonton, Alberta before moving to
Danbury in 1986.
Old habits die hard for this Snow-Belt native, so during the football season it’s easy to
figure out why his football loyalties rest solely with the Buffalo Bills.

Ron Switzer

† Transforming Stewardship
“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use this
freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather serve one another through love.”
Galatians 5:13

W

e like to celebrate the fact that we are free to “live the good life.” But
Jesus calls us to a different kind of freedom. St. Paul reminds us that
Jesus sets us free so that we can serve one another, share our gifts and promote
God’s work here on earth to glorify His name and not honor ourselves.
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Fr. Bill 50th Anniversary of Ordination

† Window Progress
Scheduled maintenance on our stained glass windows is progressing as planned. The
“Law & Old Testament” windows, located up front by Fr. Joe’s prayer desk, were the first
to be worked on and have been put back in placed. Now the “Father and Son” windows
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† Art in the Christian
Tradition

Elijah Is Taken Up into Heaven
2001
China

D

r. He Qi was among the many
people sent to the countryside
during the Chinese Cultural Revolution.
As a young man, he escaped hard labor by
painting pictures of chairman Mao
Zedong. During those years, he once
found a copy of Renaissance artist
Raphael's Madonna and Child in a
magazine, and was so moved by it, that he
began to paint copies of it at night.
He Qi earned a doctorate in religious art
from Nanjing Art Institute, having studied
medieval art in Hamburg, Germany. He was a professor of Christian Art at Nanjing
Theological Seminary before moving to St. Paul, Minnesota in 2004. He is a member of the
Chinese Art Association, and a council member of the ACAA (Asia Christian Art
Association). His work has been seen in many international journals and media outlets, and
he has exhibited in Asia, Europe and the United States. His wife is a musician, and his son
is a student at Augsburg College in St. Paul.
One can better understand the art of He Qi when it is seen as a reinterpretation of sacred
art within an ancient Chinese art idiom. Chinese religious art, being an expression of
Buddhism, was historically typified as a tranquil and utopian portrayal of nature, often
painted with black ink and water. He Qi is especially influenced by the simple and beautiful
artwork of the people in rural China. Within that framework, he seeks to redefine the
relationship between people and spirituality with bold colors, embellished shapes and thick
strokes. His work is a blend of Chinese folk art and traditional painting technique with the
iconography of the Western Middle Ages and Modern Art.

Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and ______ _____
is fit for service in the kingdom of God."
Luke 9:62 NIV

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Demands of Discipleship
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
rom the Hebrew Bible we hear the story of the taking up of the prophet Elijah into
heaven and the passing on of his power to Elisha. The narrative illustrates the great
favor Elijah found in the eyes of the Lord as he is carried away in a chariot of fire. Elisha is in
despair, but God does not leave the people without prophetic vision. As Elijah had done before
him, and like a new Joshua, Elisha proves that God is with him by causing the Jordan River to
part.
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
Luke 9:51-62
The psalm asks that God endow the king with compassionate
justice and righteousness and that his reign may extend over all
Here’s hoping Jesus is saying:
nations and throughout all generations. To him shall kings from
Make sure that following me is
distant lands bring gifts.
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
what guides all that you do.
In this lesson Paul describes the character of Christian
Don't put me aside to go bury
freedom. It enables one to fulfill the spirit of the entire law by
loving one’s neighbor as oneself. But always there is the danger
your father; make following me
of lapsing back into the old ways, described here as the ways of
guide you as you bury your
the flesh. This means enslavement to physical and spiritual sins
which result from an unwillingness to be servants to one another
father. ... Let’s admit our hope
in love. Those who belong to Christ live by the Spirit of love,
is but a poor scrap of what
joy, and self-control.
Luke 9:51-62
Jesus has actually said, but we
In our gospel we hear how Jesus on his way to Jerusalem
remember a time when even a
encounters opposition and misunderstanding, and then speaks
with several would-be disciples. The Samaritans reject Jesus
scrap was good enough for
because they were opposed to worship in Jerusalem. James and
Jesus to grant a woman's heart
John wish to punish them, but this is not Jesus’ way. Potential
-felt desire.
followers are bid to count the cost, and Jesus points out that true
discipleship means leaving other things behind. This can cause
the painful rupture of past ties and relationships.

F

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

W

† Sermon Shorts

e gasp, "We are going to drown!"
"Where is your faith?" replies Jesus.. To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow
this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our
sermon archives as well.
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A

n exciting new Rector’s Forum is
underway. Jay Trott is leading us
in a study of Solomon's Song of Songs,
Mark’s Gospel Is Coming
a beautiful love poem found right in the
middle of the Bible. It is a poem about
to St. Paul’s.
romantic love, which was created by
September 23 & 24
God for our pleasure and development,
and best of all it is a poem about the love of Christ for his bride, the church,
beautified by his sacrifice on the cross. The Song of Songs is considered one of the most
difficult books in the Bible to interpret, but it can also be one of the most rewarding for
those who love Christ, because it is a tender and profound expression of this love. Our
goal will be to talk about the two aspects of love that it shows and what they mean for us
today. Please join us in the Guild Room at 9:30.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month,
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality
House in Danbury.
Please consider
helping out in this
vital ministry.
Contact Barbara
DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more
info.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are
part of our hearts for all time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Good Shepherd, Orange; St. Peter’s, Oxford; Christ Church,
Oxford; St. John’s, Pine Meadow.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Summer chapels in Norfolk and Fenwick; summer outdoor
worship services; parish-based summer camp programs and mission trips.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett,
Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos,
continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Zimbabwe; the people of the Republic of Cyprus; our sister
and brother members of the United Church of God.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
.....St. Thomas Church (Bethel) Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of June.
.....New Hope Baptist Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
.....Carol Woien’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's
loving embrace.
…..Jim Megura, continued healing from recent heart surgery as he progresses in the
rehabilitation stage of his recovery.
.....Peace.
A married couple: first the wife's heart as a compassionate responder in a nursing home;
then for her husband Tom who has a terminal brain cancer. Pray for a miracle healing in
Toms physical need and that the gifts, the blessings and the celebrations in Toms life are
seen understood and basked in by Tom as he sees the Lord work in his life.
…..Travel safety for Richard; Wisdom and healing for health issues for Judy, Griffin,
Barbara, Eddie and Anthony.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make
You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
Israelis: Who is Jesus
to you?
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Another Reason

E

ach week at our Men’s Bible Study we have
between 20-30 men in attendance. Most come
because of the great, informative discussions,
sharing, and fellowship. But if you need another
reason, you might want to drop by just to check out
some of the rides people show up in. Last week
Don Winkley showed off his Shay Model A
reproduction, complete with rumble seat.

Totally Random Fact
of the Week!

D

id you
know …..
... that Colin
Raston can
unboil an egg?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Reyna
Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley,
Sarah Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill and
Gail Winkley.
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