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† Evidence of Spiritual Fruit
"Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit."

(Galatians 5:25)

Dear Friends,

A

ccording to the Bible (Galatians 5:22
-23), the fruit of the Spirit is:

Love
Joy
Peace
Patience
Kindness
Goodness
Faithfulness
Gentleness
Self-control
A sign of the Holy Spirit active in our life is the
evidence of spiritual fruit. Consider this list,
and let us ask God to transform us into the
people God calls us to be in Christ.
Faithfully,

This Sunday !
Parish Picnic!

Sunday, July 10—Noon
At the private beach of Buni & Paul Kovacs
805 Candlewood Lake Road South in New Milford
Details inside…..

† David Shepley in Jordan

D

avid Shepley is now in Amman, Jordan studying Arabic. Here’s a link to his blog.
Below are some excerpts.

“I have been in class for the past few days continuing lessons in Amnia (Levantine
Dialect) and Fusha (formal dialect). It continues to be an enjoyable yet exhausting endeavor
as I am involved in 5 hours of class each day. Yesterday was particularly tiring as right
after class I was signed up to attend an 1.5 hour long speaking exchange with Arabic
students.”
“On the way, I witnessed a policeman pull over a taxi for what appeared to be a
violation of some order. The scene that ensued was somewhat comical and intimidating as
the taxi man, screaming of course (passion runs high here), furiously tried to grab the
policeman’s ticket book out of his hands and refusing to comply to his orders. Now how
would this go down in NYC or in most American places I wonder…”
“It has been Ramadan for the past month in the Arab/Muslim world and tonight is the
last night of the fasting period. In case you forgot or just don’t know, in terms of daily life,
Ramadan manifests itself by an absence as well as prohibition of food and drink. Most
restaurants are closed all day.”
“Having mostly interacted with taxi drivers and school teachers I have been impressed
by their ability to perform well despite such circumstances. Granted, I have seen Muslims
cheat for coffee or a smoke
during the day but that seems
relatively rare. Though I do
not follow their faith, I can’t
deny their commitment to self
sacrifice for what they believe
to be something greater.
Thanks to Jesus, however,
mandatory deprivation isn’t
explicit for our salvation.
That being said, our sacrifices
certainly exist as well be it
persecution or the fact that we
are all called to die to our old
selves. This act of denying
human pleasures and resisting
temptations is far harder than
daily fasting but also
impossible to do perfectly.
At the end of the day it is
thanks to Jesus for loving us
nonetheless.”

† Happy Birthday to You!

C

hristopher Perry, Emily Perry & Jennifer Perry celebrate today!
Friday is the big day for John Keenan, Kyle Crocker & Reyna
Sampson. Bake a cake for Dori McManus on Saturday. Ashley Beck, Jeff
Sullinger, Olivia Burr, Diane Froelick & Peter Mullen will be blowing out
candles on Sunday. David Palmer, David Shepley, Gayle Baldelli & Phil
Hannah will be opening presents on Tuesday. Ingrid Pruss & James
Keenan will be another year older and wiser on Wednesday. Have a
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T

he story of the good Samaritan calls being merciful an important
attribute of a servant of the Lord.
With God’s own examples of abundant
mercy shown to all his people (even at their
worst) in all times, we have a perfect guide to
help us as we try to respond to his blessings
with love and mercy of our own.

† Things You Need to Know for this Week
1. Sunday! Sunday! Our Annual Parish Picnic starts this
Sunday at noon at Buni & Paul Kovac’s home on
Candlewood Lake. Bring you bathing suit & towel, bring
your sunscreen, bring your appetite and prepare to have a
great time.
2. Brochures with pricing and info for our Holy Land
Trip are here. See David Szen or Fr. Joe for a copy.
3. This Saturday is our day at the Jericho Food Pantry.
Drop by and help your neighbors, 10 am - 1 pm, at Jericho Spring Street
Neighborhood Center on Spring Street, Danbury. Contact Laurie DoBosh for
more info.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, July 7 Sat, July 9

6:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

-

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, July 10 -

Mon, July, 11 Tues, July 12 Wed, July 13 Thu, July 14 Sat, July 16

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
10:00 am
1:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Parish Picnic, Candlewood Lake
Christian Caring, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Holy Communion I & Healing
Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Click Below to

Click Below to

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, July 17 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
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† This Is Our Time of ACTS
– but not without words

T

by John Tuthhill

here is a very familiar and welcome little morsel of wisdom (not from the Bible)
that often gets an honorable mention when talk turns to the dreaded and very scary
prospect - telling the hope of Christ to “others.”
Perhaps as just as often as this familiar saying is said, heads all nod knowingly. It’s a
popular little saying, you may have heard it. Like me, you may have even said it yourself a
time or two:
“Preach the gospel - when necessary, use words”
It sounds really good, doesn’t it? What a relief! The fear of rejection (or worse) just…
goes away. The welcome little adage seems to offer everyone THE perfect ‘OUT.’ It is an
assurance for everyone: we can still be said to share Christ with the world - but, while we
say either very little, or better yet, nothing at all.
Without a doubt, any brave soul daring to share the
Good News of Christ had better be acting (with God’s
help) in ways consistent with Christ. A hypocrite to the
message is not an effective messenger.
But does only acting out and not speaking the vital
message of salvation, does that really get it delivered?
Without using words? Could the saying, “Preach the
gospel - when necessary use words” really (we all hope) be
true?
Let’s test it! One test of the truth would be to apply the
same thought to another action Christ would have us do.
Let’s try this out. Let’s settle this here and now. We’ll apply the very same thought to
feeding the hungry. It might sound something like this:
‘Feed the hungry - when necessary… use food!’
Well, that did not quite work. Feeding the hungry, that would seem to require using at
least some food.
There is good news - the Lord
knows we must have help.
Another adage often said (again,
another one not from the Bible) is
this one: “God helps those that
help themselves.” Well, no. God
helps those who can’t help
themselves. The words we’ll use
to share Christ with others are
God’s words. “The harvest
indeed is plentiful, but the
laborers are few. Therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into
His harvest.” (Matthew 9:37
ESV). Yes, Lord! We’re praying
for that. And may we be the few
you send.
Thanks be to God!

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!
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Parish Picnic
Sunday, July 10
Noon
At the private beach of Buni & Paul Kovacs
805 Candlewood Lake Road South in New
Milford
The church will provide hot
dogs & hamburgers and
beverages.
Please bring an appetizer,
salad or dessert to share.
Swimming in
Candlewood
Lake. Bring a
bathing suit
and towel.
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† Israel, Land of Promise 

† The Seven Fruits of Israel 

M

oses said to the people of Israel, "The LORD your God will make you abundantly
prosperous in all your undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your
livestock, and in the fruit of your soil.” And, in another passage from Deuteronomy “For
the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land-a land with brooks, streams
and deep springs gushing out into the valleys and hills; a land with wheat and
barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey.”
For those of us who have travelled to the Holy Land, we have seen
firsthand the bounty of the land; during our daily treks, in the markets
and restaurants, from our vantage point on the bus and during our visit
to Abraham’s Tent where he welcomed us with a great feast. The
seven fruits each have an enduring spiritual meaning.
The first, wheat,
was an important crop
in ancient Israel and is
still one of the staples
of the Jewish diet.
Most of the wheat crops
are grown in the Negev
area which is known as the
“breadbasket” of Israel. Wheat
is associated with God’s unfailing and
eternal love for His children.
In biblical times, barley was considered the food of poor people, used in porridge or as a
cake. In Jewish teaching, barley is related to the Godly attribute of restraint.
Grapes are among the oldest produce cultivated in Israel. Vines and vineyards are used
in Scripture as symbols of prosperity and blessing. Grapes are used mainly for the
production of wine. Today, wine is produced not only
for religious use but for other enjoyment. It’s easy to
find a vendor selling
some of Israel’s
award winning wines
and of course after a
long day of touring
what better way is
there than to enjoy it
with the group
during the evening
gathered on the
shores of the Sea of
Galilee.
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

Seven Fruits

The blossoming fig tree was a symbol of prosperity in
Israel and also of longevity because they have a long period of
ripening. Today, dried figs are an expensive delicacy in the
Holy Land. Because the trees produce masses of large green
leaves, they were often planted next to wells where their
leaves would provide shade to keep the water cool. During
the visit in the Hula Valley to the Tel Dan Reserve, you are
able to see fig trees and even pick a few as you strolled along
the nature trail beside the stream.
It is clear from the Bible that
the pomegranate had
significance in ancient Israel beyond its value as a fruit. The
pomegranate is referred to about 30 times in Scripture. In
biblical times, the pomegranate was used for making wine and
seasonings; it was also used as a dye. It is a beautiful fruit that
corresponds to the godly attributes of majesty and glory; they
can be seen in abundance during the daily excursions and are
sold in markets in the towns and in the Old City of Jerusalem
where fresh pomegranate juice is popular.
The olive is a symbol of prosperity and
longevity in Israel; they grow where there is not
much rain or soil and still produce heavy crops with
minimum care. Olives were one of the blessings of
the Promised Land that God gave to His people
through His
covenant with
Abraham. The
oil was used
for anointing
and the wood
was used to
build the
Temple. Olive
trees are everywhere in Israel and we will see them in
Nazareth where we will also see an ancient olive press.
In the Garden of Gethsemane, there are magnificent
trees that are over 1,000 years old and still bearing fruit.
Dates are only mentioned by name a couple of times
in the Bible but the palm trees mentioned are surely
date palms. Dates correspond to the godly attribute royalty. In biblical times,
dates grew in the Jordan
Valley. Dates hang from the
leaves in large clusters and
there are plenty of date palm
groves on the drive to the
Dead Sea. In ancient times,
palm dates were often made
into a form of honey. It is
generally thought that when
honey is mentioned, it is palm
date honey as in reference to
Israel as a “land flowing with
milk and honey.”

Israel here we come. Plans have been finalized for a life-changing pilgrimage led
by Fr. Joe to the Holy Land during the Christmas - New Year’s break. Click here for
the brochure, pricing info and details.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition

The Good Samaritan
Although the artist of this sculpture is not identified, the commitment in the Scottish town of
Glenrothes to public art is notable. Hundreds of works of art have been installed throughout
the town, part of a decades-long project to keep this rural town from decline.
NEIGHBORLINESS
by Althemus Delahoussaye III
How do you do?
I'm fine, thank you,
how do you do?
Isn't that a little superficial?
This little poem isn't
nothing other than trying to say:
Why don't you
introduce yourself to your
neighbor, and,
try to be a little friend to him?
Why are little human beings so
afraid
of making new little friends
of the people who even live
nearby,
or even down the little street?

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to
newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm welcome
to them and by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well. It’s the neighborly thing to do!
How many coins did the good Samaritan give the innkeeper to
take care of the beaten man?
a) none b) 2 coins c) 5 coins
Luke 10:35 NIV

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service
Where Charity and Love Prevail
Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

The Servant Song

R

ichard Gillard (b. 1953) was born in England and brought at age three to New
Zealand, where he has lived since on the northern island. His faith background is a
mixture of the Anglican Church on his mother’s side and the Pentecostal Church on his
father’s side of the family.
Australian hymnologist Wesley Milgate (1916-1999) spoke of Mr. Gillard’s musical
background: “[He] has had little systematic musical training, but from the age of seven
began the ukulele and other such instruments, often to accompany his own singing, learning
by experiment and later with the help of his father and of Pentecostal church musicians. He
usually invokes the aid of ‘the experts’ to set out his songs on paper.”
A member with his wife for many years at St. Paul’s Anglican Church in central
Auckland, they were inspired by an early folk-praise group called the Fisherfolk originally
from Houston, Texas. Mr. Gillard solidified his compositional style by participating in the
St. Paul’s Singers, a group of mostly young students. Taken with this style, the Gillards
introduced many folksongs to New Zealand congregations. Mr. Gillard began writing his
own songs in the late 1970s.
Milgate offered this account of the origins of Mr.
Gillard’s best-known composition, “The Servant
Song”: “[The song] began in 1977 when Richard
Gillard jotted down v. 3 on a piece of paper which, on
returning from travels in Britain, Europe and Israel, he
found in his guitar-case. He completed the song, the
original first line of vv. 1 and 6 being ‘Brother, let me
be your servant.’”
Since then, the text has been altered to be more inclusive. The song was first recorded in
New Zealand and has been sung around the world, appearing in many hymnals.
Matthew 20:26b-28 provides the primary scriptural background for the song: “. . .
Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be
first must be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many.” (NIV)
The simple step-wise melody composed by Mr. Gillard is very hymnlike and highlights
the prayerful nature of the text.

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be
studying, The Book of Job, starting Tuesday,
September, 9th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
The worst possible calamities have befallen Job:
financial ruin, his children's death, an agonizing
disease. And a disaster worse than these: The God
who was once his friend is now silent and the
apparent cause of his sufferings. What is God doing?
Is He really as good and loving and powerful and just
as Job has always believed? Here is a book for
anyone who has ever suffered unexplained tragedy
and wants to wrestle to a deeper intimacy with God.
Come study with us and become more
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11 am. Please
register by August 5th, by calling or emailing, Debbi
Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $10.

† Ladies to Study Job in September
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† #TBT - June 16, 1861

O

ur Sword Points
Investigative Team
(S.P.I.T.) was scanning
back copies of the Hartford
Courant and found this
interesting ditty from 1861.
Apparently the Holy Spirit made itself known
in a dramatic way that Sunday afternoon!
It turns out the Society for the Increase of And, the Rev. Painter mentioned in the link
the Ministry was founded in 1857 and is still has a St. Paul’s connection. His parents are
going strong. Learn more about them here.
interred in our Memorial Garden.

† Transforming Stewardship
“Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”

T

Luke 10:37

his was Jesus’ command at the end of the Good
Samaritan story. But did you know that the Samaritans and Jews despised each other. The moral of the story
is to love our neighbor, who may be someone you don’t
know, someone that looks different than you or someone
you don’t like, without expecting anything in return.
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A

† Men’s Bible Study

fter a week off for fireworks we’ll be back on Monday for
our Men’s Bible study! It is based on Bishop N. T.
Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps
us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and
excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright
helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful
message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just
as much as it did to the church of yesterday. All the studies are
available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.
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A

Mark’s Gospel Is Coming
to St. Paul’s.
September 23 & 24

n exciting new
Rector’s Forum
is underway. Jay Trott is
leading us in a study of
Solomon's Song of Songs, a
beautiful love poem found
right in the middle of the Bible. It
is a poem about romantic love, which
was created by God for our pleasure
and development, and best of all it is a
poem about the love of Christ for his
bride, the church, beautified by his
sacrifice on the cross. The
Song of Songs is considered
one of the most difficult
books in the Bible to
interpret, but it can also be
one of the most rewarding
for those who love Christ,
because it is a tender and
profound expression of this love. Our
goal will be to talk about the two
aspects of love that it shows and what
they mean for us today. Please join us
in the Guild Room at 9:30.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month,
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality
House in Danbury.
Please consider
helping out in this
vital ministry.
Contact Barbara
DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more
info.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Preparing the Way
Amos 7:7-17
n the first lesson Amos is given a vision of a plumb line, and he prophesies God’s
judgment regardless of the personal consequences. A plumb line hangs down and shows
whether a wall is vertical. Israel’s heart is out of line, and God is out of patience. The priest of
the royal shrine at Bethel reports Amos’ words to the king and tells him to prophesy elsewhere.
Amos replies that he is not one of the official, professional prophets that do others’ bidding.
God has called him.
Psalm 82
God pronounces judgment on the heavenly beings who have failed to defend the weak and
the poor. The people call on the one true God to judge and rule the earth.
Colossians 1:1-14
In this lesson Paul greets the Christians at Colossae, offers thanks for their faith, and prays
for their further strengthening. Paul has apparently not visited this city in the country today
known as Turkey, but he praises his fellow servant Epaphras, who
brought the gospel to the new converts. The apostle asks that they
Luke 10:25-37
may be filled with spiritual understanding and be fruitful in good
"Having created the impossibleworks. So will they give thanks to the God who has recued then
from the power of darkness and evil and brought them into the
possibility of a despised no-body
kingdom of the Son of God.
doing what is needed to inherit
Luke 10:25-37
The gospel is the lawyer’s question and the parable of the
eternal life, ... presents a double
Good Samaritan. While testing Jesus, this expert in the law asks a
challenge. First. To be able to see
question at the heart of human longing: how can life’s true
meaning and purpose be realized? Jesus causes him to answer for
someone we despise as being able
himself with the summary of the law. Recognizing how hard it is
to do what God desires. Second.
to put such lofty commandments into practice, the lawyer next
asks, who is the neighbor that I am to love? Jesus hears his real
To imagine ourselves lying left-forquestion (who is not my neighbor?) and tells him the story of a
dead in a ditch and being aided by
man who could help another without requiring the law’s definition.

I

such a one."

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

W

† Sermon Shorts

e are being made new creations. Just
don't reject God's way of doing it. To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow
this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our
sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. James’, Poquetanuck; St. Philip’s, Putnam;
Christ Church, Redding.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....ECCT and parish-based committees and networks
for investments, stewardship, finance, planned giving,
insurance, and personnel policy.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett,
Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos,
continued healing.
.....the people of Belarus; the people of the Republic of Estonia; our sister and brother
members of the Lutheran Church of Central Africa Malawi Conference.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
.....St. John’s Church (Sandy Hook) F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of July.
.....His Vineyard Christian Fellowship, Bethel, a congregational partner of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery.
…..Jim Megura, continued healing from recent heart surgery, continued progress in his
rehabilitation and thanksgiving for his return to church last Sunday.
.....Our Enemies.
Sandy Chaleski, presently in a rehab hospital in Florida after falling and getting a
compression fracture of a vertebrae, pray for healing of back, and better pain control.
…..Travel safety for Richard; Wisdom and healing for health issues for Judy, Griffin,
Barbara, Eddie and Anthony.
…..Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Mr. Holland's Opus
A great clip about how
everyone, no matter
who they are, has the
potential to make a
positive impact on the
lives of others.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Totally Random
Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ….. that,
according to the
Bible, Jezebel was
defenestrated in Jezreel?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Reyna
Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley,
Sarah Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill and
Gail Winkley.
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Who knows what this is? At St.
Paul’s it’s located in the wall up
by the choir pews on the left. It's
an AUMBRY .... a cupboard or
secure receptacle in the side wall
of the sanctuary or sacristy.
Aumbries traditionally have been
used to keep sacred vessels,
books, reliquaries, and oils for
anointing. Aumbries may also
be used for the reservation of the
Blessed Sacrament. At St. Paul's
in our aumbry we keep the
Ciborium. But, ciborium is a
word for another week!

