Transforming
Lives Through
Jesus Christ

Sword Points

July 14, 2016

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com

(203) 775-9587

† Reflecting God’s Glory
"No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is
made complete in us."
(1 John 4:12)
Dear Friends,

S

t. Paul's is a spiritual
family centered upon
Christ, and everything we do
should flow from this relationship
of love: our love of God, and our
love of one another.

As we love the way
Christ loved us, by
laying down his life for
us, God's presence in this
world is made visible.
We are called to
reflect God's glory, a
weighty privilege if there
ever was one. May we
never lose sight of the
honor of being called to
love one another. For
today is the opportunity
to show that God is love.
Faithfully,

† David Shepley in Jordan

D

“I

avid Shepley is now in Amman, Jordan studying Arabic. Here’s a link to his blog.
Below are some excerpts.

am working on publishing a piece to detail my trip. I have limited time and wifi
capabilities each night so I am trying to do a little at a time. I figured that the
photos were a priority!
The photo of me in the expansive desert is from my night in Wadi Rum. Two famous
movies featured there are The Martian (Damon) and Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade.
The latter was also filmed at Petra.
While in Wadi Rum we slept in a well kept Bedouin camp and ate Bedouin zarb chicken
(cooked underground with special spices) while lounging on carpets and pillows on the
ground.
Petra is a huge city and the famous structure featured is the Treasury.”

“I went on a day trip to visit
some of Jordan’s most famous
biblical sites: the Jordan River,
Mount Nebo, and Madaba’s
church mosaics. The Jordan
River, strikingly narrow,
barely divides the Israeli/
Jordan border and for
those who have
not been
to the waters, you
might be surprised to
know only 4 meters separate
the steps of the Israeli
baptismal pool from its Jordanian
counterpart.
The treacherous road up Mount Nebo
allowed me to empathize with the grumbling Israelites. How could
anyone even survive a week in this desert? The green fertile land in
the Dead Sea valley only popped out that much more from the
heights of the peaks. As I gazed down on this modern day promised
land, imagining the allure of the country became easy & captivating.”

† Happy Birthday to You!

J
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essica Friedly, Jay Trott & Sandra Chadwick
celebrate today! Monday is the big day for Frank
Cavagna. Anthony Mott, Elvi Burr
& Lorine Hodge will be opening
presents on Tuesday. Christopher
DeAnzeris & Michael Kirner will be blowing out candles on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

I

n today’s world, much is often made of the
contrast between Mary and Martha - one who sits
at the feet of the Lord to learn, and one who is
consumed by the details of providing hospitality.
Both, of course, have their places, and as faithful
disciples (students and followers) and stewards
(caretakers), we need to pray for guidance and grace
to balance the two in ways pleasing to our Provider.

† Things You Need to Know for this Week
1. “Who is my neighbor?” Today is our day to serve meals at the Dorothy
Day Hospitality House in Danbury. Head on over to Spring Street around 3
pm and help out.
2. Brochures with pricing; and Frequently Asked Questions; and the Top
Ten List of reasons for going on our
Holy Land Trip are here. See the
display in Crocker Hall or check
with David Szen or Fr. Joe for copies.
3. The Rev. Julie Mudge will be preaching and
celebrating with us this weekend.
4. St. Paul’s OWN Youth Group is, no doubt,
frantically packing for their summer mission trip which
starts on July 24th.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, July 14 Sat, July 16

-

1:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, July 17 -

Mon, July, 18
Tues, July 19
Wed, July 20
Thu, July 21
Fri, July 22
Sat, July 23

-

Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
10:00 am
6:00 pm

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Holy Communion II & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
St. Mary Magdalene
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, July 24 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Click Below to

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
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† "Whom We Preach…
- Epistle reading this Sunday

A

(Colossians 1:28)
by John Tuthhill

lighthouse keeper had such a kind heart, he was widely known by all the captains
that regularly passed by for his willingness to give them free fuel from the reserves
of his lighthouse if they ever miscalculated and ran short of the amount of fuel needed to get
all the way to their intended port.
One night, lightning stuck the lighthouse. The light was put out. He immediately ran to
the generator to get the light going, but, to his dismay, the generator failed almost right
away.
He had given away all the reserve fuel to passing ships which had been meant to keep
the light on in the darkness.
Well, "It was a dark and stormy night..." and, sure
enough, a large passenger ship soon struck the rocks.
Because there was no fuel for his light when it was
needed most, many lives were lost.
At his trial, the judge sincerely wept as he handed
down the sentence. The judge knew this man's
reputation for so kindly giving away his fuel to all
those that came to him in need.
But the judge had no choice - the keeper had
neglected his single most primary duty and trust as
keeper of the lighthouse in the first place - keeping
that light shinning.
Churches likewise often generously take up many
legitimately very kind causes; marching in solidarity
with people that feel marginalized, getting involved
with politically and socially compelling causes, etc.
But the primary reason is to stand as a light, for the
warning to sinners (which is everyone - Romans
3:10) of the danger of death on the rocks of God's
righteous wrath. The church (that's us) have a duty to
reflect the "Light of the World" (Christ) as the Way
of reconciliation.
Thanks be to God!
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† It’s Worth Repeating
by Steve Hemming

“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful,
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation
will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”
1 Corinthians 10:13

W

e are all familiar with the scripture verse
above, which gives us the assurance that
whenever we are tempted, God is always willing to
come to our rescue and provide a way out. But, how
often do we sincerely and quickly seek His provision?
If we truly desire to avoid a harmful fall, we must be
prompt to call upon the Lord, in order to receive the
necessary avenue of deliverance from Him.
In light of some sad news I received recently, I feel
strongly compelled to remind you of the urgency to call
upon the name of the Lord at the very moment you face
temptation. I learned that a close friend has relapsed
into a serious addiction. If he chooses not to hastily humble himself and cry out to God, he
could lose his job, his marriage, and quite possibly even his life.
We all face temptations on a regular, if not daily basis. No one is exempt. However,
how we deal with the enticement will determine if we gain victory over it, or suffer defeat.
James 1 provides a dichotomy of results which are determined by whether we resist a
temptation or submit to it. Blessings and the crown of life await the ones who endure
temptation (v. 12), whereas
those who are drawn away
and enticed by their unholy
desires run the risk of falling
into sin, which when it is fullgrown, brings forth death (v.
14-15). With God’s help, if
we restrain ourselves and
abstain from worldly and
fleshly lusts, our Father will
bless us with every good and
perfect gift which comes
down from heaven (v.17).
For Romans 6:23 tells us,
“the wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to
newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm welcome
to them and by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them
to coffee hour as well. It’s the neighborly thing to do!
"Once you were alienated
from God and were enemies
in your minds because of your
_____ _________."
Colossians 1:21 NIV
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† Leah, The Comfort Dog Goes to Sunday School

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!
What do you think about Sunday’s Gospel reading?
1. Who do you relate to more - Mary or Martha?
2. Why does Jesus think Mary has made a good choice?
What is his point?
3. What is Martha's problem?
4. Should we try to balance the Mary and Martha activities
in our lives?
6

Parish Picnic

S

pecial thanks is due to Buni & Paul Kovacs who, for the second time in two years,
graciously hosted our Parish Picnic. We had
approximately 90 people in attendance, great food,
fellowship, and weather (despite the shaky forecast). An
additional salute goes out to our captain, Roger Standt, for
the rides on Candlewood Lake in his antique wooden Hawker Craft
boat. And thanks to everyone who brought and prepared the food.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Prodigal Cats!

O

ver the years your Scholar has had many feline companions, some shy, others more
extroverted; some quiet, others rambunctious; most friendly and playful, but one or
two rather more aggressive. Most have given us a better understanding of the breadth of
God’s creation, and two have given us a glimpse into the parable of the Prodigal Son.
As many of you know we currently have two cats: Nate, a three year old tom who first
came to us as an abandoned kitten who is shy with strangers but has been affectionate with
us, and seemed quite content to be an indoor cat; new to the family is Yoshi, a tiny twelve
year old who is open with most people but has a tendency to make a dash for the great
outdoors. We were away last week, and returning in the wee hours of Thursday we found
no cat to greet us, but instead a very apologetic note from their temporary caretakers saying
that the cats did not eat their breakfasts on Wednesday morning, and while searching for
them they saw that the insulating panel on one of our air conditioners had been pushed
through creating an escape route.
Neither had asked for their share of the
inheritance before departing, and Yoshi soon
thought better of it. While we were out searching
for them we heard meowing, and looking around
we found her back in the kitchen asking to be fed.
Nate, however, was gone. We suspect that he
traded on his good looks and found some citizen of
the country who apparently fed him (with
something better than pig food). It was nearly a
week later, on Tuesday night, that he finally
appeared at the door (and no little speech about
being as one of our hired servants either). Still we
missed him, and shared the father’s joy on his
return, even killing the fatted Fancy Feast for him.
Given their general characters and relative sizes we
thank that Yoshi was the instigator, but Nate was
the perpetrator and got much more into the
escapade than she did.
A similar event
occurred soon after Diane
and I were married. We were still in the process of merging our
three cats into one household, and Gooch, one of the three, was not
noted for getting on well either with us or with the other cats.
Coming home from the vet one afternoon he managed to twist his
carrier so that the door came open, and he was gone into the woods.
We kept calling him but it was only the following night, and after
three thunderstorms, that he finally responded. For the first time he
let Diane, and later me, pick him up without a struggle and carry
him into the house. We could even almost hear his little speech nothing about hired servants (after all he was a cat) but more like,
‘It’s warm here, it’s dry here, there’s plenty of food here, people
really care about me here; I’m going to stay.’ For him we killed
some fatted kibble, and he, in turn, showed us what a real conversion experience looks like.
Before he would let us touch him once or even twice but the third time would evoke a hard
scratch with claws fully extended; afterwards he was fine
o you have a question you
with petting and if he did feel the need to protest it would
would like answered by our be a light swat with claws fully sheathed. It took a little
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
longer but in time he even learned to play nicely with the
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
other two cats. And, best of all, these new ways lasted for
the rest of his life. Even the Biblical Prodigal could not
historical or other inquiries to:
have made a greater change in his attitude.
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
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† Warden Notes
- Mary Perry

Living a Culture of Life
Hello friends!

I

was inspired by Fr. Joe’s sermon at the
10:30 service last Sunday. He talked
about us being loved deeply by God and that
Jesus calls us to live an abundant life. As we
live life abundantly, the love we receive,
well, it pours over into the lives of one
another and into a hurting world. A hurting
world where a Culture of death does
unfortunately exists.
Lord, make me an
But how? We ask ourselves how could
instrument of your peace!
God possibly use me? How can I make any
That where there is hatred, I
difference at all?
may bring love.
Oh, but we can. Because each one of us
That where there is wrong, I
pouring love into another, and another, soon
may bring the spirit of
becomes a river flowing of life, of love, of
forgiveness.
unity, of comfort and of compassion. As Fr.
That where there is discord,
Joe said: “We are that. What is underway in
I may bring harmony.
our community now - is something that soon
That where there is error, I may bring truth.
others will see as we step out in faith and
That where there is doubt, I may bring
live the Culture of Life.”
faith.
As each of us has our own
That where there is despair, I may bring
relationship with God, and in that
hope.
relationship He is honored. And
That where there are shadows, I may bring
as we have honored Him with our
light.
words, He calls us to honor Him
That where there is sadness, I may bring
with our ministry. He is seriously
joy.
calling us to move into active
Lord, grant that I may seek rather to
participation in His will. His plan. Not to
comfort, than to be comforted.
hold onto all the riches of His love, the
To understand, than to be understood.
beautiful salvation of Jesus, the guidance of
To love, than to be loved.
the Holy Spirit…not to fail to share it with
For it is by self-forgetting that one finds.
someone else.
It is by forgiving that one is forgiven.
So, here’s the prayer that Fr. Joe prayed
It is by dying that one awakens to Eternal
over the kids and Leah Comfort Dog before Life.
Church School - I hope we each pray it every
day…and watch God use us and watch Him
Amen! Amen!
work!

W

ho sat at Jesus' feet and listened to what he said while
her sister was distracted by all the preparations?
Luke 10:38-42 NIV

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
July 17th
July 24th
July 31st

8 am - L. O’Hara
10:30 am - N. O’Connors
8 am - P. Sorrentino 10:30 am - A. Boyce
8 am - C & P Maier 10:30 am - B. Beck

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.
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† Israel, Land of Promise 

† Bethany 

B

When you
see this
map
pointer in
Sword Points, it
indicates sites or
towns we will
visit on our
upcoming trip to
the Holy Land!

ethany is the village on the opposite side of the Mount of Olives from Jerusalem,
and it is where Jesus’ friends Martha, Mary and Lazarus lived as well as Simon the
Leper. From its cemetery he raised Lazarus from the dead. There is no problem about its
identification. A village on the main Jericho
road matches the distance from Jerusalem given
in John’s gospel. And its Arabic name elEizariya preserves the Greek Lazarion, ‘the
place of Lazarus,’ by which it was known to
Eusebius (330) and all subsequent Byzantine
and medieval pilgrims.
Jesus is reported to have
lodged in Bethany
after his entry into
Jerusalem, and it
could be from
Bethany that
he parted
from his
disciples at
the
Ascension.
Bethany is
located
about 1.5
miles (2.4 km) to the east of Jerusalem on the southeastern slope of the Mount of Olives. The oldest house
in present-day al-Eizariya, a 2,000-year-old dwelling
reputed to have been (or which at least serves as a
reminder of) the House of Martha and Mary, is also a
popular pilgrimage site that we hope to visit on the
second portion of our upcoming Holy Land trip.
The tomb in al-Eizariya has been identified as the tomb of the gospel account since at
least the 4th century AD. Both the historian Eusebius of Caesarea[4] (c. 330) and the
Bordeaux pilgrim in the Itinerarium Burdigalense[5] (c. 333) mention the Tomb of Lazarus
in this location.

Israel here we come. Plans have been finalized for a life-changing pilgrimage led
by Fr. Joe to the Holy Land during the Christmas - New Year’s break. Click here for
the brochure, pricing info and details.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, July 14th

Samson Occum
Witness to the Faith in New England, 1792

T

he Reverend Samson Occom (1723 - 1792) (also spelled as
Occum) was a Native American Presbyterian clergyman and a
member of the Mohegan nation near New London, Connecticut. He
has the distinction of being the first Native American person to ever
publish documents and pamphlets in English.
Born to Joshua Tomacham and his wife Sarah, Occom is believed
to be a direct descendant of the famous Mohegan chief, Uncas. In
1740, at the age of sixteen, Occom was exposed to the teachings of
Christian evangelical preachers in the Great Awakening. He began to
study theology at the "Lattin School" of Eleazar Wheelock in 1743
and stayed for four years until leaving to begin his own career.
Occom served as a missionary to Native American people in New
England and Montauk, Long Island, where he married a local woman.
It was also on Long Island where he was officially ordained a minister
on August 30, 1759, by the presbytery of Suffolk.
Wheelock established an Indian charity school (which became
Dartmouth College) with a benefaction from Joshua Moor in 1754,
and he persuaded Occom to go to England in 1766 to raise money for
the school, along with the Rev. Nathaniel Whitaker. Occom preached
his way across the country from February 16, 1766, to July 22, 1767.
He delivered in total between three and four hundred sermons, drawing large crowds
wherever he went. By the end of his tour he had raised over twelve thousand pounds for
Wheelock's project. King George III himself donated 200 pounds, and William Legge, Earl
of Dartmouth subscribed 50 guineas. The friendship between Occom and Wheelock
dissolved when Occom learned that Wheelock had neglected to care for Occom's wife and
children while he was away. Occom also took issue with the fact that Wheelock put the
funds toward establishing Dartmouth College for the education of Englishmen rather than of
Native Americans.
Upon his return from England, Occom lived at Mohegan, then moved in 1786 with some
New England and Long Island Indians to Oneida territory in what is known today as New
York. He then helped to found Brothertown, and lived among the Brothertown Indians.
Occom died on July 14, 1792, in New Stockbridge, New York.
- from Wikipedia

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Job, starting
Tuesday, September, 9th at 9:15 am in the
Guild Room.
† Ladies to Study Job
The worst possible calamities have befallen
Job: financial ruin, his children's death, an
agonizing disease. And a disaster worse than
these: The God who was once his friend is now
silent and the apparent cause of his sufferings.
What is God doing? Is He really as good and
loving and powerful and just as Job has always
believed? Here is a book for anyone who has ever
suffered unexplained tragedy and wants to wrestle
to a deeper intimacy with God.
Come study with us and become more
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11 am. Please
register by August 5th, by calling or emailing,
Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

in September
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† Art in the Christian Tradition

Christ in the House of Martha and Mary
(Christus in het huis van Martha en Maria)
Johannes Vermeer
c. 1654 - 1655
ary and Martha are the most familiar set of sisters in the Bible. Both Luke and
John describe them as friends of Jesus. Luke's story, though only four verses
long, has been a source of interpretation and debate for centuries.
Preaching to the people, Jesus Christ arrived in Bethany.
This town is situated not far from Jerusalem beyond the
Mount of Olives where a woman named Martha welcomed
him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat
at the Lord's feet and listened to what he was saying. But
Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to
him and asked, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left
me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me."
But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are
worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only
one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not
be taken away from her" (Luke 10:38-42).
This subject was more popular among Flemish artists
than Dutch, possibly owing to the religious connotations.
In the religious context of the time, the scene illustrated one
of the fundamental differences between Catholics and
Protestants: the latter sought salvation in action while the
former placed greater value on the contemplative life.
With Rembrandt and Frans Hals, Vermeer ranks among the
most admired of all Dutch artists, but he was much less well
known in his own day and remained relatively obscure until
the end of the nineteenth century. The main reason for this
is that he produced a small number of pictures, perhaps
about forty-five (of which thirty-six are known today),
primarily for a small circle of patrons in Delft.
Vermeer had to essentially train himself rather than study with an important master. In
1653, Vermeer married the daughter of a wealthy Catholic divorcée; the painter converted to
their religion and moved into their house in the heart of Delft. During most of his short
career - he died at forty-three, leaving his wife with eleven children - Vermeer’s paintings
commanded high prices and he was able to support his large family, but the dismal Dutch
economy of the early 1670s made his last few years miserable.

M

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary
Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email Mary
with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Fairest Lord Jesus
We Fall Down
How Great Is Our God
Be Thou My Vision

How Great Is Our God

C

hris Tomlin says he: "wrote (the) song when I was living in Austin, Texas. I
remember sitting on my sofa in my little apartment. And Psalm 104 was the psalm
I was looking at. It said, 'You our lord are very great.
You're clothed with splendor and majesty, wrap yourself
with light as with a garment' - through those opening
verses and just describing a little bit of God, the glory of
majesty, that little chorus came out. I started singing the
chorus and, man, I had no idea, I thought the chorus was
just a little simple thing and it was. And I had no idea it
would become such a song in the church, and a song that
finds its way in so many different cultures, different
languages. It's so transferrable, so accessible. I had no
idea that it would ever become that. I remember I had the
song, I thought it was finished.
I didn't have a bridge to the song, and I met Ed Cash
who produced that record it was on. First time meeting
him and talking to him about maybe producing my new
record. And I remember he picks his guitar up and and
says, 'This 'How Great is Our God' song, I think it's pretty good, but it's not finished.' And
I'm like, 'What are you talking about? Who do you think you are?' And I remember him
grabbing his guitar. I believe it was something about, 'What if you do something like this?'
And I remember he just started singing, 'You're the name above all names, you are worthy
of our praise.' And it's really good, but when you open up and let somebody else sneak in, it
just makes it better. So that's when we knew it was taking it to another level."
One of Tomlin's most popular songs, How Great is Our God won the awards for Song of
the Year and Worship Song of the Year at the Dove Awards in 2006. The song has
appeared on numerous compilation albums
and was the title track to a live album
recorded at the Passion Conference in 2005.
This song is often sung together with the
hymn, "How Great Thou Art." Tomlin
says, "That song has such staying power.
That song has been through many
generations now of the church and it's really
cool when you hear those two together,
they're saying the same thing."

† Transforming Stewardship
“…I am a minister in accordance with God’s stewardship
given to me to bring to completion for you the word of God.”
Colossians 1:25

B

elieve it or not, we are all called to evangelize - to
continuously grow in our knowledge and relationship
with Jesus and to share it with others. We may not be called
to evangelize like St. Paul, but we should look for
opportunities to share our Faith with those closest to us, like
our family and friends.
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† #TBT June 16,
1861 Part 2

L

ast Week our
Sword Points
Investigative
Team
(S.P.I.T.)
provided us
with
an
article
from
the Hartford Courant
about our 1861 lightning
strike.
Digging a bit deeper
S.P.I.T. found this article
with more information
in the Danbury Evening
News. (Apparently the
social media of 1861
consisted of dispatching
a hand written note via
Beatty’s Stage Line!)
We have known for
some time that St. Paul’s
Parish was filled with the
Holy Spirit; now we can
pinpoint our Pentecost
to a specific date!
Note: S.P.I.T. would
like to thank the
Danbury Historical
Society for access to their
newspaper archives.
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† Men’s Bible Study

fter a week off for fireworks we’ll be back on Monday for
our Men’s Bible study! It is based on Bishop N. T.
Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps
us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and
excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright
helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful
message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just
as much as it did to the church of yesterday. All the studies are
available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.

Last week we learned that an
AUMBRY is a cupboard or secure
receptacle in the side wall of the
sanctuary or sacristy and that
inside the aumbry at St. Paul’s we
keep the Ciborium. A
CIBORIUM is receptacle shaped
like a cup with an arched cover,
used in the Christian Church for
the extra consecrated bread
(wafers) from Holy Communion.
And that has something to do with
the red candlelit fixture hanging
down from the ceiling behind the
altar. But what? We’ll have the
answer to that next week.
15
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Mark’s Gospel Is Coming
to St. Paul’s.
September 23 & 24

n exciting new
Rector’s Forum
is underway. Jay Trott is
leading us in a study of
Solomon's Song of Songs, a
beautiful love poem found
right in the middle of the Bible. It
is a poem about romantic love, which
was created by God for our pleasure
and development, and best of all it is a
poem about the love of Christ for his
bride, the church, beautified by his
sacrifice on the cross. The
Song of Songs is considered
one of the most difficult
books in the Bible to
interpret, but it can also be
one of the most rewarding
for those who love Christ,
because it is a tender and
profound expression of this love. Our
goal will be to talk about the two
aspects of love that it shows and what
they mean for us today. Please join us
in the Guild Room at 9:30.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month,
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality
House in Danbury.
Please consider
helping out in this
vital ministry.
Contact Barbara
DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more
info.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Choosing the Better Part
Amos 8:1-12
he first lesson is a judgment on social justice and religious hypocrisy. On celebrations
like the New Moon and sabbaths, no work was allowed. Yet traders were so full of
greed that they only mechanically observed the festivals and could not wait for them to be over
so that they might again swindle the poor. Such offenses are also sins against the Lord. There
will be earthquake, flood and the sun’s eclipse. The feasts will become times of mourning, and
no one will be able to find the word of the Lord.
Psalm 52
The psalmist writes with confidence of God’s judgment upon a rich and abusive evildoer.
Colossians 1:15-28
This lesson exults in the primacy of Christ, who is the image of the invisible God in whom
all things find meaning and coherence. All the fullness of deity was pleased to dwell in Christ,
who provides headship to the living body of the church. In the mystery of God’s plan, Gentiles,
too, share in the hope of glory. For this ministry to non-Jews Paul
has been especially appointed. The sufferings he experiences in
Luke 10:38-42
his work are a way of filling out the redemptive activity of Christ
through his body, the church. The result is that those who once
If we really do desire that God's will
were strangers to God and living in sin may now be reconciled
be done on earth as it is in heaven,
through Christ’s sacrifice and grow toward their maturity in his
body.
then we need to ask, "Who is doing
Luke 10:38-42
the chores in heaven?" And if the
The gospel is the story of Martha and Mary and their different
attitudes toward life and the Lord’s presence. Jesus is on his way
answer is, "No one," then the
to Jerusalem and his death. The little narrative focuses on
second best answer for here on
Martha and indicates how good works without a response
to the Lord may only lead to anxiety and to missing what is
earth would be, "Everyone."
essential.

T

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

W

† Sermon Shorts

ho paid the full price for your abundant
life? To replay all our sermons, audio
and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Stephen’s, Ridgefield; St. Paul’s, Riverside; St.
Andrew the Apostle, Rocky Hill; Christ Church,
Roxbury.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Committees, staff, and volunteers who oversee and
maintain buildings and grounds.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett,
Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos,
continued healing.
.....the people of Bhutan; the people of Georgia; our sister and brother members of the
Indian Evangelical Lutheran Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
.....St. John’s Church (Sandy Hook) F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of July.
.....First Congregational Church of Ridgefield, a congregational partner of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery.
.....Jim Megura, continued healing from recent heart surgery, continued progress in his
rehabilitation and thanksgiving for his return to church.
Sandy Chaleski, presently in a rehab hospital in Florida after falling and getting a
compression fracture of a vertebrae, pray for healing of back, and better pain control.
.....Travel safety for Richard; Wisdom and healing for health issues for Judy, Griffin,
Barbara, Eddie and Anthony.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....The Church.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
The Forgotten Holy Land
"The Forgotten Holy Land" is a
short documentary shot on
location in Israel, Jordan and
Palestine, featuring breath
taking never before captured
footage of ancient biblical
locations from land and sky.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

* If you find
yourself taking this
article seriously,
remember it’s on
the “Just for Fun”
page for a reason.

When Dogs Fly *

Jul 8, 2016 | League News
he town of Gazingstock has rarely been in the
national spotlight of media attention, which
has surely been a blessing of untold worth,
though it wasn’t that long ago that The Kansas City Star
made brief mention of our very own Clarissa
who had grown a decent-sized Red
Totally Random Thornmockle,
Brandywine tomato that bore the uncanny
Fact of the Week! likeness of Millard Fillmore, our country’s
13th president. Apparently Clarissa was poised for a guest appearance on “The
Tonight Show with Johnny Carson” when tragedy struck. Her husband, Ed had
id you know ….. that
made himself a BLT sandwich for lunch and Millard Fillmore was, as The Kansas
jellyfish ice cream is
City Star later reported, “delicious.”
"slightly chewy" because it is
Last week, however, a much bigger story broke out from the town grapevine
made from real jellyfish?
that Petey Butterworth, a simple but sweet fellow who hauls Gazingstock’s trash
out to the city dump, had uncovered an ancient biblical fragment that purported to
contain a new controversial teaching not found in our current canon of Scripture.
The controversial text, scrawled in what Petey characterized as “some kind of
hieroglyphical Israelite Sanskrit mystery language,” appeared to read, “Jesus said,
My dog is in heaven.”
Well, the town and the nearby chapter of the ASPCA was abuzz. No one even
questioned how Petey, who barely graduated Mrs. Bott’s sixth grade class, might
The
also describe this strange foreign text as “somewhat readable.”
last time we checked this
Click HERE for the dramatic
flavor was not available at the
conclusion of this article.
Ferris Acres Creamery!

T

D

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Reyna
Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley,
Sarah Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill and
Gail Winkley.
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