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“G

o into all the world and preach the
gospel to all creation.” (Mark 16:15)

Dear Friends,

O

n Sunday, August 7th, we will embark upon a mission right here in
Brookfield. At 5 pm, joining the Brookfield Assembly of God church,
we will go into various neighborhoods in groups, walking through them
while praying for our community. Following that time, we will gather as
one to pray for our region.
The best defense
is a strong
offence, as has
been said.
Spiritually, we are
called to be
proactive in
claiming our
region for Christ.
Rather than
waiting for others
to come to us, we
will go to them,
following our
Lord's
commission.
Let's begin praying now as we prepare to go beyond our red door in a new
way through the power of the Holy Spirit. Taking risks, stepping out in
faith and being faithful to our Savior's
call: this is what it means to be a
St. Paul’s Church
church alive in mission.
174 Whisconier Road
Faithfully,

Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.co m
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth M iller, Parish Office Coordinator
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“T

ake care! Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed; for one’s life does
not consist in the abundance of possessions
… and the things you have prepared (saved),
whose will they be? Extend an open hand
with your worldly possessions; it’s so much
more fulfilling than a closed fist.

† Things You Need to Know for this Week
1. Did you know that you can now give to St. Paul’s online?
Click here for mo re info.
2. Brochures with pricing; and Frequently Asked Questions;
and the Top Ten List of reasons for going on our Hol y Land Tri p
are here. See the display in Crocker Hall or check with David Szen
or Fr. Joe for copies.
3. Pray for St. Paul’s OWN Youth Group
during their week long mission trip to West
Virgin ia. And for safe travels as they return this
Saturday.
4. PraiseMoves for th is Saturday, July 30 has been
cancelled.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, July 28 Sat, July 30 -

6:00 p m
7:30 am
7:30 am

-

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, July 31 -

Mon, Aug 1 Tues, Aug 2 Wed, Aug 3 Thu, Aug 4 -

Sat, Aug 6

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
10:00 am
7:00 p m
6:00 p m
6:30 p m
10:00 am
6:00 p m
7:30 p m
7:30 p m

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

-

Sun, Aug 7 -

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Foru m, Gu ild Roo m
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Christian Caring Co mmittee, Gu ild Roo m
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Chaplain Serv ice Training, Guild Roo m
Holy Communion I & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Roo m
Property Co mmittee, Classroom
The Transfiguration
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Click Below to

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Foru m, Gu ild Roo m
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
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† David Shepley in Jordan

D
T

avid Shepley is in A mman, Jo rdan studying Arabic. Here’s a lin k to his blog.
Below are some excerpts.

he weeks now feel like they are flying by-I can’t believe that I only have a couple
more days of school before I head ho me! School has been going well as usual and I
have nothing very new to report other than that I am flooded with new words and grammar
constructions daily. I have to admit that the work and monotony of class has been tiring me
and I struggled this past week to stay energized in the afternoon during the more boring
grammar lessons. I have been making an improvement over the past couple of days as I am
trying
to make the most of my last days. I had a small quiz yesterday and will have
another Sunday. I found out that I will be taking something of an exit exam
on Tuesday as well. As is common in learning a new sport or language my
studies yield good days and what I wou ld call off days where my tongue is
tied and I can’t seem to speak or I cannot keep up with the rate of the
teacher’s conversation. However, it is when I strike up a conversation
with a taxi driver late at night or converse with Arabic students at the
exchange program that I feel most reassured and aware of my progress.
This past week some friends and I attended showings of notable
local films at the Royal Film Co mmission near the downtown. The
showings have been outside on a terrace overlooking the downtownextremely beautiful- and have been free to the public. Tonight I am
going to watch two more with some classmates. All of these
movies have received international awards and so they are of good
quality and usually the director is present. This mo rning in my local dialect
class we watched a Palestinian movie called Omar. I enjoyed it very much and
found myself moved at the offered g limpse into Palestinian society on the West Bank.
After watching the film I now think of myself as more sensitive to the Israel / Palestine
issue especially as I consider what else I’ve learned while living in A mman. I am curious to
get to know both sides of the conflict in the future for the first time because I don’t see it
resolving itself any time soon and fro m what was accurately depicted in the movie, is
deeply troubling. While there a certainly atrocit ies committed by both sides I have only
known those committed by Palestinians.
It seems in my Ch ristian, A merican
circle people are on ly sympathetic to
Israel. If I look into this conflict in the
future I seek not excuse the crimes on
either side but to understand the
emotional and cultural fuel behind these
actions by studying history and by
acknowledging the controversial
treatment of Palestinians by Israeli
soldiers. I look forward to my time at
Colu mb ia to begin looking into these
topics as I become a more aware citizen.

† Happy Birthday to You!

A
4

lexandra Barbieri celebrates today! Friday is the big day for Mary Ellen
Oliveri. Michele O’Hara will be opening presents on Sunday. Mary Allen will
be blowing out candles on Monday.
Throw a party on Tuesday for Bonnie
Wanzer, Connie Williams & Doug
Melody. Have a blessed day everyone!

Mission Trip—2016
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† Is This A Test? Or...A Temptation?

"V

by John Tuthhill

erily, verily", as the King James Version might say, there seems to be a
difference between these two in the Bib le - and so in our lives as well?
Tests and temptations are each found in the Bib le, o f course. They're seemingly mixed
and matched in there. So this is quite tempting, just to leave the whole mess unconsidered,
to remain as un-perplexed as possible. But the rewards and the pitfalls seem to hinge on
considering the difference.
My study Bible describes a difference this way;
A test is fro m God. It is an opportunity and enticement to strengthen our walk with our
Lord.
A temptation is an engraved and very attractive invitation to harm. These are described
as sure ways to
weaken our walk
with God.
"Count it all
joy, my brothers,
(and sisters) when
you meet trials
(tests) of various
kinds, for you
know that the
testing of your
faith produces
steadfastness.
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and comp lete, lacking
in nothing.
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without
reproach, and it will be given him." -James 1:2-5 (ESV).
When we ask, God always gives us the way and gives the "out" we must have fro m Him
to pass a test. It is kind of an "open-book" test from a kindly teacher with our own best
interests at heart, in that way. (What a relief!) When we pass, our faith is grown and our
character as a new creature in Christ is stronger.
Ro mans 5:3-5 describes passing a test with God's help this way: "Not only that, but we
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame,
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been
given to us."
A most well-known temptation and one that shows the slyness our Adversary uses
would be the temptation of Christ (Matt. 4:1-7, Mark 1:12-13 and Luke 4:1-13). Satan does
not tempt to have Christ prove He is the Son of God, no that would be too obvious and too
easy - too direct and head-on. The temptation is given to cut a corner, do it the "better" way
than the Father's plan. The devil even quotes scripture to help rationalize h is temptations,
but twisted them. Jesus responds with the true application of God's word. The t ruth needs
to be known to counter the error and the rationalizations that come fro m temptations and
tempters. The best
defense against
temptation is knowing the
word of God, accordingly,
not living by bread alone,
"...but by every word of
God." (Matt. 4:4).
Thanks be to God!
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† Seek God Early Every Day

by Steve Hemming

“O God, you are my God; early will I seek You; my soul thirsts for You; my flesh longs
for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.”
Psalm 61:1

H

ow much time goes by each day after you awake, before you enter into fellowship
with the Lord? Is He first on your agenda? And, do you give Him your full
attention? Or, perhaps do you only utter a few words in His direction as you rush around
the house before heading out the door?
Our Heavenly Father looks
forward to our time with Him, for
He says in Proverbs 8:17; “I love
them that love me; and those that
seek me early shall find me.” And
we know fro m Jeremiah 29:13
that we will find God when we
seek and search for Him with all
our heart. Do you pause to give
the Lord all of your heart and
concentrate solely on Him at the
beginning of your day?
Our Lord Jesus Christ made it
a priority to seek His Abba Father
early each day, as depicted in
Mark 1:35; “And in the morning,
rising up a great
while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and
there prayed.” And King David also recognized the importance of
reaching out to God each morning, as he wrote in Psalm 5:3; “My voice
You shall hear in the morning, O Lo rd; In the morning I will direct it to
You, and I will look up.”
Following in the footsteps of Jesus and David, I’ve grown accustomed
to seeking the Lord and His counsel every morning before I leave the
house. Using Ephesians 6 as a temp late, I seek His protection by putting
on the full armor of God (v. 10-17), I
pray for those the Lord places on my
heart (v.18), and I ask for boldness to
share His Word and love will all I
encounter (v.19-20). Additionally, I
inquire of the Lord for the wisdom and
guidance I will need to address each
and every issue I’ll face throughout that
given day.
As I think of the importance of
spending time with the Lord each mo rning before I start
my day, I’m reminded of what Karl Malden used to say at
the end of the 1970’s co mmercials for A merican Express
Travelers Checks; "Don't Leave Ho me Without
Them." (Click-here to view). Seeking the Lo rd first for
His direction early each and every day is imperative Don’t leave ho me without Him!

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to
newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm welcome
to them and by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them
to coffee hour as well. It’s the neighborly thing to do!
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, A ugust 28th

Johann Sebastian Bach, 1750
George Frederick Handel, 1759
Henry Purcell, 1695
Composers

J

ohann Sebastian Bach, widely regarded as the greatest of all co mposers
of music for Ch ristian wo rship, was born in 1685 in Eisenach,
Thuringia, Germany, into a family of distinguished musicians.
In 1708, shortly after marry ing his cousin, Maria Barbara Bach, he became
court organist to the Duke of Weimar, where he wrote his principal
compositions for the organ. In 1717 he became music director
(Kapellmeister) to Prince Leopold of Coethen. In 1720, his wife died, and in
1721 he married Anna Magdalena Wuelcken, for who m he co mposed a
famous set of keyboard pieces (Notebook for Anna Magdalena Bach). Fro m
1723 until his death in 1750 he was at Leip zig, where he taught, conducted,
sang, played, and composed. He had 20 children, of whom nine survived him, four of
whom are also remembered as co mposers.
In addition to his secular music, Bach wrote a considerable amount of music for
worship. He drew on the German t radition of hy mn-tunes, and arranged many of them as
cantatas, with elaborate choir settings for most stanzas, and a plain four-part setting for the
final stanza, to be sung by the congregation with the choir. Normally each stanza is unique,
using the melody traditional for that hymn, but with variations, particularly in the harmony,
that reinforce the meaning of the wo rds of that stanza. He wrote altogether about two
hundred cantatas, including at least two for each Sunday and holy day in the Lutheran
church year (matching the subject of the cantata with that of the Scripture read ings
prescribed for that day). Two of the better known are "Christ lag in Todesbanden" (Christ
lay in the bonds of death"), based on an Easter hymn by Martin Luther; and "Jesu, meine
Freude" (Jesus, all my g ladness).
It is an ancient custom that during Holy Week the Gospel readings shall be fro m the
accounts of the Passion (=suffering and death) of Our Lo rd, and that, where possible, these
accounts shall be read, not by a single reader, but with the speeches of different persons read
by different readers (and the crowd by the choir or the the congregation). This may be said,
or chanted to a simple tune. Bach wrote, for the St. Matthew Passion, and again for the St.
John Passion, an elaborate musical setting, with the Gospel narrat ive sung by a soloist, with
the dialog by other singers, and commentary by the choir in the form o f hy mns and more
elaborate pieces. He also wrote a setting for the tradit ional Latin Liturgy, his famous B
Minor Mass. The Liturgy (or Order for the Celebration of the Lord's Supper and the
Admin istration of Ho ly Co mmunion, Co mmonly Called the Mass) is divided into the
Ordinary (the parts that are the same every time) and the Propers (the parts that vary fro m
day to day, such as the Bible readings). The choral parts of the Ord inary include the KYRIE
("Lord, have mercy" or "Hear us, O gracious Lo rd"), the GLORIA (" Glory to God in the
highest," based on Luke 2:14), the CREDO ("I believe in one God, the Father A lmighty..."),
the SANCTUS-BENEDICTUS ("Holy, Holy, Ho ly" and "Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lo rd", based on Isaiah 6:3 and Matthew 21:9), and the A GNUS DEI ("O Lamb
of God," based on John 1:29). Bach wrote choir settings for these, and his work is not
simp ly a matter of supplying pleasant-sounding melody and chords. For examp le, in the
Creed, there occurs the line, "And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church." In
Bach's setting of this line, there are two melodies sung by the choir simu ltaneously. One is
a traditional p lainchant melody, most frequently sung by Ro man Catholics. The other is a
(Continued on page 9)

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!
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Transforming Saints of God

(Continued from page 8)

Lutheran chorale melody. The t wo melodies are interwoven, and they harmonize perfect ly.
Bach was not just a musician. He was a Christian, and a preacher of the Gospel.

G

eorge Frederick Handel (Georg Friedrich Händel) was born
at Halle in Germany in 1685. He originally studied for the
law and then began to write operas. He moved to Italy in 1706
and to England in 1710, where in 1726 he became a Brit ish
subject. Fro m operas, Handel turned to the writing of o ratorios,
works with a religious theme to be sung by soloists and a chorus.
His greatest work, The Messiah, was first performed in Dublin in
1741. The wo rds are Scriptural passages from both Testaments
dealing with the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus. G B Shaw
referred to it as "the hymn that can make atheists cry." In most
large towns in the English-speaking world, it is performed every
Christmas and Easter. Handel d ied 14 April 1759.

H

enry Purcell (10 September 1659 (?)– 21 November 1695),
was an English organist and Baroque composer of
secular and sacred music. Although Purcell incorporated
Italian and French stylistic elements into his compositions,
his legacy was a uniquely English form of Baroque music.
Purcell was born in Westminster (now part of London)
into a family o f musicians. His family was connected with
the Royal Court, and Henry was a chorister in the Chapel
Royal until his voice bro ke in 1673.
In 1679, his teacher, Dr. John Blow, who had been
appointed organist of Westminster Abbey in 1669,
resigned his office in favor of his pupil. Purcell now
devoted himself almost entirely to the composition of sacred
music, and for six years severed his connection with the
theatre. However, the composition of h is chamber opera Dido
and Aeneas, which forms a very important land mark in the
history of English dramat ic music, has been attributed to this period.
Soon after Purcell's marriage, in 1682, on the death of Edward Lo we,
he was appointed organist of the Chapel Royal, an office which he was able to hold
simu ltaneously with h is position at Westminster Abbey. For some years after this, he was
busy in the production of sacred music, odes addressed to the king and royal family, and
other similar works. In 1685, he wrote two of his finest anthems, "I was glad" and "My
heart is inditing", for the coronation of King James II. One of Pu rcell's most elaborate, most
important and most magnificent works was a birthday ode for Queen Mary. It is titled
Come ye Sons of Art, and was written by Nahum Tate and set by Purcell. Purcell's Te Deum
and Jubilate Deo were written for Saint Cecilia's Day, 1693, the first English Te Deu m ever
composed with orchestral accompaniment.
Purcell died in 1695 at his ho me in Dean's Yard, Westminster, at the height of his career.
Purcell is buried adjacent to the organ in Westminster Abbey. The music that he had earlier
composed for Queen Mary's funeral was performed during his as well. Purcell was
universally mourned as 'a very great master of music.'
by James Keifer

P

† Coffee Hour Hosts Needed

lease consider hosting a Sunday morn ing Coffee Hour for Saint
Paul's. We are especially looking for people after the 8:00 am
service. It's fun and easy plus you will only host three times a year! It's a
wonderful, sharing min istry that doesn't take a lot of your t ime, but is still
most rewarding. Please contact Mary Allen at Chamla@Charter.net or call
203-775-6633 for information or to sign up. Thanks everyone!
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† Scholarly Speaking
Travels of the Magi

T

his may seem to be a strange time of year to talk about the Magi whom we usually
associate with Epiphany, but, as Tom Lehrer once sang, “It turned out there was a
reason.” Last weekend, fo llo wing a series of lin ks brought me to a blog post by an old
friend with who m I had lost touch years ago. There, I learned that last Saturday (July 23rd )
was the 852nd anniversary of the arrival of their relics in Cologne – where they have
remained in mediæval splendor ever since.
Their first recorded journey, of course, is fro m the East* to Jerusalem and then
Bethlehem, where they found the young Christ. We are not told where in the East they
began their journey, but some interpreters read this specifically as ‘fro m Parthia’ (a region in
Northern Iran that was then the center of a midEastern empire]. While I find this reading a bit
strained, it is actually likely that they did come fro m
the area of the empire, and probably fro m Persia. The
Armen ian Infancy Gospel† states directly that the
“mag i came fro m the east to Jerusalem, as Zeraduscht
[Zoroaster] had predicted;” Other traditions assign
separate places of origin to the three, but differ as to
the actual locations. Proposed sites include India,
Persia, Chaldea, the Arabian peninsula (possibly
Yemen), Ethiopia, and northern Europe (probably
Britain or France). These scattered points of origin all
reinforce the idea that the sages represent the
man ifestation of Christ to the whole world, but go far
beyond Matthew’s assertion that they all came fro m
the East, and all had the Zoroastrian title, “Magi.”
The Biblical account certainly leaves many gaps:
not even the number of these wise men is told – three
is generally assumed as corresponding to the gifts, One of the fullest, and most interesting
extra-Biblical accounts appears in a long-forgotten Syrian document, The Revelation of the
Magi‡ that departs in many ways fro m both Bib lical and other apocryphal sources. Here
twelve rather than merely three mag i are listed and named (the names do not correspond to
other traditional lists) and their home is identified as Shir (probably in China, though
possibly in eastern Iran), They are described as a priestly clan. It is likely but not entirely
clear that all t welve made the journey, descended from Adam’s son Seth, and charged with
preserving and passing on the Seth’s book of prophecies. These tell of a star that will lead
them to God in human form (Jesus is not mentioned by name) and they are to offer him
gifts.
Somewhat more conventional sources indicate that they reconvened at the time of their
death and were buried together, but one source places this back in Jerusalem, and another
near India. This is not a problem, however, for when the story picks up again with St.
Helena discovering their remains there are again two versions, one for the Jerusalem
location and the other for the Indian. Both these versions come along somewhat later than
the account of her discovering the true Cross and the birth and burial places of Jesus. But
the legends do agree that , wherever she found the remains, she took them back to
Constantinople and deposited them in the church of Hag ia Sophia. About a century later
they were presented to Sant’Eustorgio, who took them back with him and deposited them in
a chapel in the church which now bears his name.
In 1164 the German Emperor, Frederick Barbarossa,
o you have a question you
invaded Milan with troops supplied by the Bishop of
would like answered by our Cologne. The M ilanese sued for peace, and he agreed top
Scholar-in -Residence? Send your
leave them alone in exchange for the relics of the mag i.
ecclesiastical, liturg ical, doctrinal,
The exchange was quickly made and Frederick b rought
historical or other inquiries to:
the relics to Co logne and presented them to the bishop in
thanks for his military support. In 1180 work started on
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Travels of the Magi

the shrine that still stands in the
cathedral. In the shape of a trip le
coffin, it is of wood, comp letely
covered with silver gilt, and then
decorated with gems, s mall
carvings, and seventy-four high
relief silver g ilt statues. After its
complet ion in 1225, it was decided
to build a new cathedral to put it
in. This was begun in 1248, and,
after several lengthy pauses, finally
completed in 1880. Despite this
six century interval the original
plans were fo llo wed throughout
creating a highly unified whole.
As it turned out, however, the
journeys of the magi had not yet
ended. On Epiphany, 1204, a
portion of the relics was returned
to Milan and again enshrined
above the altar of their old chapel.
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
* The original Greek, απο ανατολων, means literally from {the place of] the dawn; in context it may mean simply
the East, or a specific region
† Ante-Nicene Fathers Vol 8 Alexander Roberts, Sir James Donaldson, Arthur Cleveland Coxe - 1886 .
‡ Ed. And Trans. Brent Landau, EPub edition, 2010

† Pyx

A

pyx or pix (Lat in: pyxis, t ransliteration of Greek:
πυξίς, boxwood receptacle, fro m πύξος, bo x tree) is a
small round container used in the Catholic, Old Catholic and
Anglican Churches to carry the consecrated host (Eucharist), to
the sick or those otherwise unable to come to a church in order
to receive Ho ly Co mmunion.

F

ranklin Graham will be leading a time of intercessory prayer for Connecticut
and the nation on Thursday, September 1, 2-16 at noon on the Capitol steps in
Hartford. If you would like to join us, please RSVP by August 5th
(chaplainservicect@gmail.com). We hope to provide a a bus for the trip to Hartford.
The fee is $10. Please let us know by Aug. 5th if you plan to join us. You can go to
billygraham.org for a 30 day prayer calendar for Connecticut.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
July 31st
Aug 7th
Aug 14th

8 am - C & P Maier 10:30 am - B. Beck
8 am - P Szen
10:30 am - DeSanti / Pascoa
8 am - Kovac’s
10:30 am - D. Crocker

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Miser
1926
Margret Hofhein z-Döring
1910 - 1994

O

ne glance at the painting and the title
makes sense. The person is huddled in
his home over a p ile of his prized monetary
possessions. The pile of wealth gives off a glow
that lights up the entire room of the ho me. But
the artist’s choice to paint the person in the
painting black seems to suggest her belief that
this hording action has a harmful effect on the
hoarder.
The posture of the individual in the painting
was the posture of the certain man who came to
Jesus as we heard in the Gospel reading. Jesus
even told a parable to the man to get him to
realize it.
The man in the Gospel read ing was concerned
primarily about acquiring more. Th is makes
sense in 1st century context, wealth was scarce
and possessions were rare. There was always
the temptation to hoard what you have. So this
man was concerned primarily about being rich
and successful on earth and was not so
concerned about the effect it would have on his
relationship toward others or toward God. It is a
first command ment issue - what is the man
fearing, loving, and trusting in above all else.
Jesus tells the particular parable to this man
because he is concerned about his eternal wellbeing, not just his physical, earthly well-being.
Margret Hofhein z-Döring, German painter and
graphic artist, was born on May 20, 1910 in Main z and died on June 18, 1994 in Bad Boll.
She created her work in about 70 years, around 9000 pictures in various techniques: oil
painting, watercolor, drawing, p rint making, pastel, g lass paintings and many mixed media
variants.

† Electronic Giving

S

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular o fferings. Contributions can now be debited automatically fro m
your checking / savings account or your credit / debit card. Our new electronic giv ing
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use
this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of
giving. The system is simple using the
following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.co m.
Click on the “Give On line” button at the top left of the first page.
Click on the “Create Pro file” button to create your unique on line profile.
After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to
schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
Treasurer@SaintPau lsBrookfield.co m.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

All My Hope on God is Founded T une Lauda anima
Co me Down, O Love Divine
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above
God of Grace and God of Glo ry

Come Down, O Love Divine

B

ianco da Siena, born at Ancio lina, in the Val d'A rno, date unknown. In 1367 he
entered the Order of Jesuates, consisting of unordained men who followed the ru le
of St. Augustine. This order was instituted in that year by one John Colo mb inus of Siena,
and suppressed by Pope Clement IX. in 1668. Little is known of Bianco beyond the fact
that he is said to have lived in Venice for so me years, and died there in 1434. Bianco da
Siena wrote ninety-two hy mns during the early 1400s, publishing them in a book entitled
Spiritual Hymns. Four centuries later (1867), an English priest, Richard Littledale,
discovered da Siena's hymns, translated a number of them into English, and included them
in a hy mnal entit led The People's Hymnal.
This hymn is a prayer - an impassioned plea for God to co me down fro m heaven to
reside in our hearts and set our hearts afire with a holy flame. It prays that God will shine a
glorious light to illu mine our pathway. It hopes for hearts full of yearning fo r God's grace something that can happen only when love creates a place for the Holy Spirit to dwell
within our hearts.

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Job, starting
Tuesday, September, 9th at 9:15 am in the
Gu ild Room.
† Ladies to Study Job
The worst possible calamities have befallen
Job: financial ruin, his children's death, an
agonizing disease. And a disaster worse than
these: The God who was once his friend is now
silent and the apparent cause of his sufferings.
What is God doing? Is He really as good and
loving and powerful and just as Job has always
believed? Here is a book for anyone who has ever
suffered unexplained tragedy and wants to wrestle
to a deeper intimacy with God.
Co me study with us and become mo re
enlightened, Tuesdays fro m 9:15 - 11 am. Please
register by August 5th, by calling or emailing,
Debbi Po meroy at (203) 312-6992 or
debbi415@aol.co m. Workbooks are $10.

in September

† Transforming Stewardship
“Take care to guard against all greed, for
though one may be rich, one’s life does not
consist of possessions.”
Luke 12:15

T

he Gospel message this week is so
contrary to our modern culture where
advertising continually tries to convince us
that our value lies in the things we possess.
Jesus showed us that our true value lies in the
way we live our lives. He challenges us to
not store up or hoard material possessions, but
rather to live a grateful and generous lifestyle.
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† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible
study! It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark
for Everyone. In th is study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way
around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement
of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps
us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message
that comes home to the church to today and tomorro w just as
much as it d id to the church of yesterday. All the studies are
available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.

The Single Plank
Jul 20, 2016 | Food For Thought

W

hen Mr. M’Laren of Edinburgh was dying, Mr. Gustart, his associate
pastor, paid him a visit, and inquired of h im, “What are you now
doing, my b rother?” The strong and earnest response of the dying minister
was, “I’ll tell you what I am doing, b rother; I am gathering together all my
prayers, all my sermons, all my good deeds, all my ill deeds; and I am going
to throw them all overboard, and swim to g lory on the single plank of free
grace.”
- from “Death-bed Scenes: Or, Dying With and Without Religion, Designed to
Illustrate the Truth and Power of Christianity”, Edited by Davis Wasgatt
Clark, 1851.

News you won’t read in the newspaper
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Mark’s Gospel Is Coming
to St. Paul’s.
September 23 & 24

n exciting new
Rector’s Forum
is underway. Jay Trott is
leading us in a study of
Solomon's Song of Songs, a
beautiful love poem found
right in the middle of the Bible. It
is a poem about romantic love, which
was created by God for our pleasure
and development, and best of all it is a
poem about the love of Christ for his
bride, the church, beautified by his
sacrifice on the cross. The
Song of Songs is considered
one of the most difficult
books in the Bible to
interpret, but it can also be
one of the most rewarding
for those who love Christ,
because it is a tender and
profound expression of this love. Our
goal will be to talk about the two
aspects of love that it shows and what
they mean for us today. Please join us
in the Guild Room at 9:30.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card fro m
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray fo r that
request for one week. How co mfort ing to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@g mail.co m!

† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month,
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality
House in Danbury.
Please consider
helping out in this
vital min istry.
Contact Barbara
DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for mo re
info.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Being Rich Toward God
Hosea 11:1-11
n our prophetic reading the Lord is a tender and compassionate parent ruminating on the
disobedience of the people. God recalls leading Israel forth fro m Egypt, and puzzles over
a repeated turning aside to Baals and idols. The Lord must chastise, yet punishment is restrained
by the kindness of the divine character. The evocative poetry of this passage offers a touching
portrait of a loving God with the difficult task of bringing to maturity a willful and way ward
child.
Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Thanksgiving is offered to the Lord, who saves from storms and other dangers those who call
upon God.
Colossians 3:1-11
In our epistle lesson Christian disciples are to wholly
Luke 12:13-21
reorient their thinking and manner as though they themselves
have died and it is the life of Ch rist wh ich is now exp ressed in
While Jesus does not
every thought and action. Base desires and conduct must be
ALWAYS attack wealth,
cast aside and the mind renewed in the image of the Creator. In
the transformed realm that the believer now inhabits, there are
this parable is reflective a
no distinctions based on human categories; Christ supersedes all
consistent theme of his
such previous divisions.
Luke 12:13-21
teachings: Possessions
In our gospel Jesus warns against greed and tells the story of
distract us from true wealth;
an individual who was rich only in material possessions. The
Lord refuses to be the judge in a matter having to do with
from what is rich in the eyes
inheritance and wealth. Life lived without reference to God is
of God.
empty and foolish. Despite all our p lans and efforts at security,
the fact of death makes this very clear.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

W

† Sermon
Sermon Shorts
Shorts

hen it comes to faith we're all one. There's power
in our nu mbers of unity in Jesus Christ. When
we pray we connect with our true ho me! To rep lay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
17
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilit ies.
.....Good Shepherd, Shelton; St. Paul’s, Shelton; St.
Alban’s, Simsbury.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revi val at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....The Cathedral’s ministry in Hartford and beyond;
the Cathedral Chapter; honorary canons of the
Cathedral.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue B alla, Rose Barrett,
Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, J ay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos,
continued healing.
.....the people of the Central African Republic; the people of the Republic of Indonesia; our
sister and brother members of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for rad ical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection fro m mortar attacks in So malia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bag ram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of August.
.....Faith Church, New Milford, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Den ise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, M ike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her bro ken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering fro m open heart surgery.
.....Asta Smi th, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery.
.....Jim Megura, continued healing fro m recent heart surgery, continued progress in his
rehabilitation and thanksgiving for his return to church.
Sandy Chaleski, continued healing after falling and getting a compression fracture of a
vertebrae, pray for healing of back, and better pain control.
.....Travel safety for Richard; Wisdom and healing for health issues for Judy, Gri ffin,
Barbara, Eddie and Anthony.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....Clergy and People.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of S word
Points
Parable of the Rich Fool
(Luke 12: 13-21)
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August Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

August 7th

August 21st

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Tara Shepley
Acolyte: Mike Kirner
Lector: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Tara Shepley
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Mike Kirner
Lector: Jeremiah 1:4-10 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Psalm 71:1-6 Hebrews 12:18-29

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Dav id & Connie Williams
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 Ray Ferro
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Laurie Do Bosh
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Jeremiah 1:4-10 Vito Barb ieri
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 71:1-6 Hebrews 12:18-29

August 14th

August 28th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Mike Kirner
Lector: Isaiah 5:1-7 Mary Perry
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: M ike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18 Hebrews 11:29-12:2

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / John Tuthill
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Jeremiah 2:4-13 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Lay Reader: M ike Chengeri
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Den ise McCormick / Vito Barb ieri
Acolyte: Nick Janofsky
Lector: Isaiah 5:1-7 Ray Ferro
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18 Hebrews 11:29-12:2

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Den ise McCormick / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: Jeremiah 2:4-13 Vito Barb ieri
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.co m.
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August 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tues day

1

2

10:00 am Christian

Wednes day
3

Thursday
4

Fri day
5

10:00 am Holy
6:00 pm Boot Ca mp
Communion I &
7:30 pm - Mission
Healing
6:30 pm Chaplain Service
Committee
7:00 pm Men’ s Bible
Training
Study
7:30 pm - P roperty
Committee

Saturday
6

6:00 pm Boot Ca mp

Caring

The
Transfiguration

7:30 am Men’ s
P rayer Break fast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am P raiseMoves

7 12 Pentecost

8

9

10

11

12

13

8:00 am Traditional
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry 6:00 pm Boot Ca mp
10:00 am Holy
1:00 pm Dorothy Day
5:00 pm Youth Group
Communion
Communion I &
Ministry
Mission Trip Dinner
9:30 am Re ctor’ s Forum
Healing
7:00 pm Men’ s Bible
6:30 pm Chaplain Service
10:30 am Sunday School
Study
Training
6;00 pm Boot Ca mp
10:30 am Contemporary
7:00 pm Sta ff Me eting
Communion
5:00 pm P raying for Our
7:30 pm Vestry Meeting
Community

7:30 am Men’ s
P rayer Break fast

14 13 Pentecost

20

15 St. Mary
16
the Virgin 6:00 pm Boot Ca mp

17

18

19

8:00 am Traditional
10:00 am Holy
6:00 pm Boot Ca mp
Communion 7:00 pm Men’ s Bible
Communion II &
9:30 am Re ctor’ s Forum
Healing 7:00 pm Healing Tea m
6:30
pm
Chaplain
Service
Study
10:30 am Sunday School
Training
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

21 14 Pentecost

22

23

24
25
St. Bartholo mew

8:00 am Traditional
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry 6:00 pm Boot Ca mp
6:00 pm Boot Ca mp
Communion
10:00 am Holy
9:30 am Re ctor’ s Forum
7:00 pm Men’ s Bible
6:30 pm Chaplain Service
Communion II &
10:30 am Sunday School
Study
Training
Healing
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am P raiseMoves
10:00 am Je richo Food
P antry

7:30 am Men’ s
P rayer Break fast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am P raiseMoves

26

27
7:30 am Men’ s
P rayer Break fast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am P raiseMoves
11:00 am St. P aul’s
Quilters

28 15 Pentecost

29

30

8:00 am Traditional
7:00 pm Stephen
6:00 pm Boot Ca mp
Communion
Ministry
9:30 am Re ctor’ s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School 7:00 pm Men’ s Bible
10:30 am Contemporary
Study
Communion

31 16 Pentecost
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Re ctor’ s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
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31
10:00 am Holy
Communion II &
Healing

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

“He’s got the whole wi de rai nbow in his hands! . . . . . “
Following last Monday night’s Bible Study on the Gospel of Mark where they discussed Jesus calming
the storm on the Sea of Galilee, our men
stepped outside to this spectacular full
rainbow over St. Pau l’s.

Totally Random Fact
of the Week!

D

id you know ….. that the
inspiration for “Sleigh
Ride,” by Leroy Anderson,
came during a heat wave in
July 1946 in Woodbury,
Connecticut?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contri butors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Do rothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Caro lyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Beth Miller,
Nico le O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Reyna
Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley,
Sarah Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Dav id
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill and
Gail W inkley.
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