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†  Come Holy Spirit, Come 
 

T his Sunday we celebrate the Day of Pentecost, 50 days after Easter Day.  The word 
“Pentecost” comes from the Greek word Pentēkostē, which means “the 50th day.” 

In the Old Testament, “Pentecost” refers to the Feast of Weeks, a seven-week 
agricultural event that focused on the harvesting of first crops.  Josephus, a first-century 
Jewish historian, also used symbolize the church’s worldwide mission, and the Day of 
Pentecost is thought to be the origin of sending the church out into the world. 

    The Day of Pentecost is identified by the Book of Common Prayer as one of the feast 
days “especially appropriate” for baptism (Book of Common Prayer, p. 312).  Because of 
this, Pentecost is also known as “Whitsun” or “Whitsunday” (“White Sunday”), a term used 
to describe the white baptismal garments worn by those who were baptized at the Vigil of 
Pentecost and then worn to church on the Day of Pentecost. 

†  Walking in Faith Together 
 

 You will be my witnesses... to the ends of the earth.  (Acts 1:8) 

Dear Friends, 

T his Sunday evening, when we join with another church in town for our prayer walk, we 
will be stepping out in faith as we try something new.  As Episcopalians, this is 

definitely unusual behavior, yet perhaps it should become the new normal.  We will not be 
knocking on doors and handing out tracts, but we will be walking together, offering prayers 
as led by the Spirit with a vision of expanding the Kingdom of God. 

Vision has been described as "a combination of a deep dissatisfaction with 
what is and a clear grasp of what could be."  Are we satisfied with our 
neighborhoods as they are, or do we desire something more for them, 

namely an encounter with the living Savior?  Such a 
vision begins with prayer, and that will be our first 
step in following an unfolding vision. 

We will leave the results of this mission in God's 
hands.  We hope to see you at the Brookfield 
Assembly of God church at 5 pm as we literally 
walk in faith together. 

In Christ, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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Sunday, August 7, 2016 

5:00 p.m. 

Meet at First Assembly of God, Brookfield 

All Are Welcome! 

What is a Prayer Walk? 

Prayer Walking is the practice of praying on location, it is a type of 
prayer while walking to or near a particular place while praying and is 
a wonderful way to “pray without ceasing,” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:17).  As we walk, we may be prompted to pray for 

our schools, our neighbors and neighborhoods, our community ser-

vice teams, our churches and clergy, etc. 

Sunday, August 7
th
, 2016 

Meet at First Assembly of God, 133 Junction Road, 

Brookfield 

Sign up with Fr. Joe or Mary Perry 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Aug   4 - 6:00 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

Sat, Aug   6 -  The TransfigurationThe Transfiguration 

  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Aug   7 -  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  5:00 pm - Prayer Walk 

Mon, Aug   8 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) 

Tues, Aug   9 - 11:00 am - Burial Rite for Dorothy Blake 

  6:00 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  6:30 pm - Chaplain Service Training, Guild Room 

Wed, Aug 10 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing 

  7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office 

  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Thu, Aug 11 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  6:00 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

Fri, Aug 12 - 5:00 pm - Youth Group Mission Trip Dinner 

Sat, Aug 13 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, Aug 14 -  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

†  Things You Need to Know for this Week 
 

1.  This Saturday is an important feast day on the church calendar, The 

Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  See page 5 of Sword Points for 

more info. 

2.  Brochures with pricing; and Frequently Asked Questions; and the Top Ten 

List of reasons for going on our Holy Land Trip are here.  See the display in 

Crocker Hall or check with David Szen or Fr. Joe for copies. 

3.  This Sunday at 5 pm we’ll be Praying for Our Community.  Consider joining us. 

4.  A Memorial Service for long-time parishioner Dot Blake will be held this Tuesday, 

August 9th at 11 am.  Click here for a link to her obituary. 

 

I t’s one of the all-time stewardship favorites this week: Build for 
yourselves “an unfailing treasure in heaven … for where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  And it’s how we serve, and how 
we give, and how we love others that adds to that heavenly treasure chest! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newstimes/obituary.aspx?n=dorothy-blake&pid=180842226&fhid=24246
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W hen fear comes knocking at your door, you must answer it with faith.  Nothing else is 

effective against it.   - Joyce Meyer 

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

G riffin Barbieri celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for Nicole O’Connors 

& Perry Simone.  Kate Yurcisin will be opening presents on Saturday.  

Steven Kast will be blowing out candles on Sunday.  Christopher Hodge will be 

another year older and wiser on Monday. 

Christopher Burr will be expecting 

your card on Tuesday.   Have a blessed 

day everyone! 

†  Electronic Giving 
 

S aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for 
making regular offerings.  Contributions can now be debited automatically from 

your checking / savings account or your credit / debit card.  Our new electronic giving 
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 
congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 
you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 
following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 
Click on the “Give Online” button at the top left of the first 

page. 
Click on the 

“Create Profile” 
button to create your unique on line 
profile. 

After you have created your profile, follow 
the on line instructions to schedule your 
contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 
203-775-6633 or Treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  But Wait...There's Myrrh  
by John Tuthhill 

 

O n a forgotten shelf somewhere in our kitchen there is a rack of spices we do not 
know a reason for having.  Myrrh is just not there at all - I checked - no gold and no 

frankincense either.  But myrrh did come up 
last Sunday during another excellent Rector's 
Forum study led by Jay Trott.  In Solomon's 
Song of Songs in the Bible, this bitter herb is 
spoken of for having a sweet scent.  Perhaps, as 
it was suggested at the forum, it is not unlike 
the bitter price paid in-full by our Lord on the 
cross for the sweetness of our salvation.  In 
light of such a message and the "Good News" 
found throughout God's Word, a Jewish quote 
seen this week can be adapted: "I don't 
speak..." (about the good news of Christ) 
"...because I have the power to speak.  I speak 
because I do not have the power to remain 
silent." 

Thanks be to God! 

http://WWW.SAINTPAULSBROOKFIELD.COM
mailto:Treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrrh
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Aug  7th 8 am - P. Szen 10:30 am - DeSanti / Pascoa 
Aug 14th 8 am - Kovac’s 10:30 am - D. Crocker 
Aug 21st 8 am - Durkin’s 10:30 am - A. Tilford 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

 

†  Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 

P lease consider hosting a Sunday morning Coffee Hour for Saint 

Paul's.  We are especially looking for people after the 8:00 am 

service.  It's fun and easy plus you will only host three times a year!  It's a 

wonderful, sharing ministry that doesn't take a lot of your time, but is still 

most rewarding.  Please contact Mary Allen at Chamla@Charter.net or call 

203-775-6633 for information or to sign up.  Thanks everyone! 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, August 6th 

Feast of the Transfiguration  
 

O n Saturday we celebrate the occasion (recorded in Matt 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8;  Luke 
9:28-36) on which Christ, as He was beginning to teach His disciples that He must 

die and rise again, revealed Himself 
in shining splendor to Peter, James, 
and John.  Moses and Elijah were 
present, and are taken to signify that 
the Law and the Prophets testify that 
Jesus is the promised Messiah.  God 
the Father also proclaimed him as 
such, saying, "This is my Beloved 
Son.  Listen to him."  For a moment 
the veil is drawn aside, and men still 
on earth are permitted a glimpse of 
the heavenly reality, the glory of the 
Eternal Triune God. 

In the East, the Festival of the 
Transfiguration has been celebrated 
since the late fourth century, and is 
one of the twelve great festivals of 
the East Orthodox calendar.  In the 
West it was observed after the ninth century by some monastic orders, and in 1457 Pope 
Callistus III ordered its general observance.  At the time of the Reformation, it was still felt 
in some countries to be a "recent innovation," and so was not immediately taken over into 
most Reformation calendars, but is now found on most calendars that have been revised in 
the twentieth century.  A recent tendency in the West is to commemorate the 
Transfiguration on the Sunday just before Lent, in accordance with the pattern found in the 
Synoptics, where Jesus is represented as beginning to speak of his forthcoming death just 
about the time of the Transfiguration, so that it forms a fitting transition between the 
Epiphany season, in which Christ makes himself known, and the Lenten season, in which he 
prepares the disciples for what lies ahead.  Whether observing the Transfiguration then will 
affect the observation of it on August 6th remains to be seen. 

written by James Kiefer 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
mailto:Chamla@Charter.net
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Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, August 4th 

John-Baptist Vianney 
Pastor, 1859 

 

J ean-Baptiste-Marie Vianney (better known as the Cure' d'Ars, or curate of Ars) was 
the son of a peasant farmer, born in France in 1786, three years before the beginning 

of the French Revolution.  He wished to become a priest, but his studies were hindered, first 
by the poverty of his family, next by the anti-religious policies of the Revolutionary 
government, and finally by the wars of Napoleon.  He was not a particularly bright student, 
and struggled hopelessly with Latin.  He was 29 when he was finally ordained, his superiors 
having decided that his zeal and devotion compensated for his "academic 
underqualification." 

 He was sent as curate to the small and obscure village of Ars-en-Dombes (now called 
Villars-les-Dombes, about 30 kilometers northeast of Lyon (formerly Lyons), where he 
proved an unexpectedly brilliant preacher.  He campaigned vigorously against drinking, 
dancing, and immodest dress, but became chiefly known for his skill in individual 

counselling.  He was blessed with extraordinary psychological insight, and knew 
when to tell someone, "You are worrying too much about your sins and failing to 
trust in the mercy of God," and when to say, "You are not worrying enough about 
your sins and are treating the mercy of God as a moral blank check."  He would often 
tell people, "Your spiritual problems do not lie in the matters you have mentioned, 
but in another area entirely."  Many people came away convinced that he must be a 
mind-reader.  As his fame spread, people came for hundreds of miles to hear him 
preach (close to 100,000 in the last year of his life) and to receive his private counsel 
(he ended up spending eighteen hours a day hearing confessions).  The work was 
exhausting, and three times he undertook to resign and retire to a monastery, but each 
time he felt bound to return to deal with the needs of his congregation.  He died "in 
harness" at the age of 73, August 4, 1859.  Once, when he was arguing with a 
Protestant peasant woman in his village, he asked her, "Where was your Church 
before the Reformation?"  She promptly replied, "In the hearts of people like you." 

written by James Kiefer 

The sacristans for August are Sharon Hibler and Lorine Hodge. 
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†  Bless Those Who Curse You 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who 
hate you, and pray for those who spiteful”ly use you and persecute you.  

Matthew 5:44 
 

L ast week, while on vacation, a coworker, Bill*, who reports directly to me, abruptly 
quit.  Bill did not give the customary two weeks notice, and leading up to his 

surprise announcement, he had been dropping important assignments and often calling in 
sick, which created all sorts of problems.  His premature departure will result in causing me 
and my colleagues much unfair and unnecessary stress, since school at WPI starts in three 
weeks, and it typically takes up to 3 to 4 months to refill a position. 

I was both hurt and angered by Bill’s 
decision to leave without sufficient notice.  
And not only was Bill unwilling to stay until I 
returned from vacation and meet with me face-
to-face, he also said many unkind and 
untruthful things about me during his exit 
interview with Human Resources. 

I must admit that I was furious for what Bill 
did to me and I desperately wanted to retaliate.  
However, in my woundedness, I sought the 
Lord for His guidance and confessed my anger 
towards Bill.  As I prayed, God helped me to 
recognize that I needed to forgive Bill, for 
Jesus stated in Mark 11:25-26, “And whenever 
you stand praying, if you have anything against 
anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven 
may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in 
heaven forgive your trespasses.” 

Jesus addressed our responsibility to forgive others many times, and set the bar high 
through personal demonstration, when as He was unjustly ridiculed and crucified on the 

cross.  That day, our Lord spoke these 
words as He was dying for their (and our) 
sins; “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 
 The Lord also brought to mind that 
despite what Bill did, I was required to love 
him.  It wasn’t a mere suggestion, for Jesus 
declared in John 13:34-35; “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another; as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another.  By this all will know 
that you are My disciples, if you have love 
for one another.” 
 As I heeded God’s command to forgive 
and love, I found my anger towards Bill 

dissipate and my compassion for him increase.  While I would have preferred a different 
ending to Bill’s employment at WPI, I sincerely pray the Lord will bless him in all his 
future personal and professional endeavors. 

 

“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”  Romans 12:21 
 

* The name of my coworker was changed to protect his identity. 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to 
newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm welcome to them 
and by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour 
as well.  It’s the neighborly thing to do! 
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†  #TBT - When You Can’t Find a Picture 
 

W hile we have more pictures of our rectors than most churches, we fully 
understand that for a variety of reasons we’ll never have a complete set.  The first 

reason of course is that commercial photography did not even exist before 1839.  And our 
church was founded in 1785.  Some paintings and photographs were never labeled, destroyed 
in fires or just lost to time and deterioration.  And some of the rectors may have never sat for 
a painting or photograph. 

Luckily some of rectors served at St. Paul’s when they were young and lived long enough 
for the process to be invented and then have their photograph taken later in their career for 
other churches.  Rev. Daniel Burhans served here from 1799-1812, but lived to age 90, dying 
in 1853.  Rev. Covell and Short fall in this category. 

And in one case we have a painting, Rev. Bull, and another a steel engraving from a book 
authored by Rev. Shimeall. 

The second best thing for us then is their signature.  And they often tell stories.  
We have John Beach, Missionary on the letter he signed days before he died, 
resigning from Trinity Church, Newtown 
(our parent church).  Christ Church in 
Jordan, NY sent us a copy of the Rev. 

Samuel King Miller’s autograph from their register of 
baptisms.  King always was known by his initials, 
“S.K.,” which makes researching him challenging. 

Our most fascinating find though is the signature 
of the Rev. Henry Fitch that he scratched on his Will 
in 1872.  The will is written in someone else’s hand and then signed awkwardly by Fitch.  
When you know the rest of the story it makes sense and you’ll excuse his penmanship.  In 

1870 he performed an hour long funeral 
service in the rain, got sick and became 
totally blind for 16 years.  On occasion he 
was still able to lead worship services from 
memory until his death in 1886! 

Twenty Three Down, Six to Go! 
Seven years ago we only had 

pictures of 11 of our 29 rectors.  
Now we have 23! 
And, we have every rector from 1860 

to the present. 
If you like to do research, search the 

internet, go on field trips to other churches or 
historical societies, contact Sword Points or 
Father Joe and we’ll give you access to our 
“Cold Files.” 

Missing Pictures (Years at St. Paul’s) 

 Rev. John Beach, died 1782. 

 Rev. Philo Perry, 1787-1798 

 Rev. Benjamin Benham, 1812-28 

 Rev. Edward J. Ives, 1842-44 

 Rev. Samuel K. Miller,1858-59 

 Rev. Henry Fitch, 1859-60 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
Gospel Response Rejoice! Rejoice Believers  Tune Munich 
Offertory It Is Well with My Soul 
Closing Hymn O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 

It Is Well with My Soul 
 

T his hymn was written after traumatic events in Horatio Spafford's 
life.  The first was the death of his son at the age of 2 and the 1871 

Great Chicago Fire, which ruined him financially (he had been a successful 
lawyer and had invested significantly in property in the area of Chicago that 
was extensively damaged by the great fire).  His business interests were 
further hit by the economic downturn of 1873, at which time he had planned 
to travel to Europe with his family on the SS Ville du Havre.  In a late change 
of plan, he sent the family ahead while he was delayed on business 
concerning zoning problems following the Great Chicago Fire.  While 
crossing the Atlantic, the ship sank rapidly after a collision with a sea vessel, 
the Loch Earn, and all four of Spafford's daughters died.  His wife Anna survived and sent 
him the now famous telegram, "Saved alone …".  Shortly afterwards, as Spafford traveled 
to meet his grieving wife, he was inspired to write these words as his ship passed near where 
his daughters had died. 

Composer Philip Bliss called his tune Ville du Havre, from the name of the stricken 
vessel. 

The Spaffords later had three more children.  On February 11, 1880, their son, Horatio 
Goertner Spafford, died at the age of four, of scarlet fever.  Their daughters were Bertha 
Hedges Spafford (born March 24, 1878) and Grace Spafford (born January 18, 1881).  Their 
Presbyterian church regarded their tragedy as divine punishment.  In response, the Spaffords 
formed their own Messianic sect, dubbed "the Overcomers" by American press.  In 1881, 
the Spaffords, including baby Bertha and newborn Grace, set sail for Ottoman-Turkish 
Palestine.  The Spaffords settled in Jerusalem and helped found a group called the American 
Colony.  Colony members, later joined by Swedish Christians, engaged in philanthropic 
work among the people of Jerusalem regardless of their religious affiliation and without 
proselytizing motives - thereby gaining the trust of the local Muslim, Jewish, and Christian 
communities.  During and immediately after World War I, the American Colony played a 
critical role in supporting these communities through the great suffering and deprivations by 
running soup kitchens, hospitals, orphanages and other charitable ventures.  The colony later 
became the subject of Jerusalem by the Nobel prize-winning author, Swedish novelist Selma 
Lagerlöf.  As we sing this hymn on Sunday, let its prayer become your prayer - a prayer for 
God to come into your heart - to set your heart afire with a holy flame - to illumine your 
pathway - so that the Holy Spirit might live within you - so that we might truly become 
God's people. 

 

 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“For where your treasure is, there also will your heart 

be.”  Luke 12:34 
 

J esus encourages us to build up our treasure in 

heaven.  The world encourages us to build up our 

treasure in real estate, investments, and material goods.  

How much time are you investing in building up a 

worldly treasure?  How much time are you investing in 

building up a heavenly treasure?  To invest more time in 

the things of heaven, you must let go of some of the 

things of this world. 

On our pilgrimages 

to the Holy Land 

our hotel in 

Jerusalem is 

located in the heart 

of the American 

Colony. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nhIPt8SHJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJAlZ7F7n1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHe_qmo3gX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjdmLstpNGE
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Apostolic Succession 
 

A lthough it occurs with several variations, Apostolic Succession is the teaching 
found in Roman Catholic, Old Catholic, Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, Anglican, 

and some Lutheran Churches, as well as some smaller Christian bodies, that the ministry of 
the Church derives its authority through the succession of its bishops from the Apostles.*  
Today we tend to think of this as primarily a succession of ordination (e.g. today’s bishops 
were consecrated by earlier bishops in a line tracing back to the apostles), but most early 
Christian writers on the subject emphasize succession in the various sees (e.g. the present 
bishops of Rome, Alexandria, &c. followed earlier bishops in those sees in a line going 
back to the apostles – or when the see does not trace back to an apostle, then the first 
bishops could be seen to trace their appointment, as well as their ordination, to apostolic 
dioceses).  An example of this is Canterbury where the first Archbishop, Augustine, was 
appointed by the bishop of Rome and ordained by French bishops in apostolic succession. 

Historically this is a distinction with little difference as the choice of a successor in a 
diocese would also include a procedure for his consecration as well.  This tactile succession 
seems to have been common from the beginning and was emphasized by 
Nicæa,‡  Where Canon 4 directs that at least three bishops should join in the 
consecration of a new one.  The idea, however, that its significance lies in the 
passing on of a special grace is not clearly attested until Augustine of Hippo in 
the late 4th century.§  Abp. Ramsey also notes an additional meaning of the 
term, that the bishops are successors to the apostles in that they carry on the 
same functions that they did. 

Other Churches such as the Methodists have retained (or recovered) the title 
and at least some of the functions of bishops without necessarily claiming any 
such succession.  Additionally, many Protestant Churches either reject the concept as 
unbiblical, or, more commonly, locate it in the general apostolic tradition of the church.◊ 

Anglicans have generally taken a rather high view of the historic episcopate as an 
expression of Apostolicity.  Although the language has varied in different editions of the 

BCP, the preface to the Ordinal♦ insists on the historicity of the orders of 
bishops, priests, and deacons, and requires ordination or consecration by a 
bishop before entering into these ministries.  The Chicago-Lambeth 
Quadrilateralo holds out, “The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in the 
methods of its administration to the varying needs of the nations and 
peoples called of God into the unity of His Church,” as “essential to the 
restoration of unity.”  Although there is certainly ‘wiggle room’ here the 
bishops are clearly seen as part of the church’s apostolic nature.  Our present 
intercommunion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
does somewhat stretch that definition: although ELCA had already 
established an episcopate, the bishops were not (with a few possible 

exceptions) in succession either by ordination or (strictly speaking)by continuity of their 
sees.  The agreement between the two churches, however, did provide that Episcopal (or 
other historic) bishops would always participate in new ELCA consecrations – obviously 
these new bishops could then fulfill that role in the future – so that we would come to share 
the same ministry. 

 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* Encyclopedia Britannica, s.v. Apostolic Succession 
† Catholic Answers, . s.v. Apostolic Succession. Cites many examples dating from the late 1st century to the late 

4th. 
‡ New Advent, s.v. First Council of Nicæ. 
§ Michael Ramsay, The Gospel and the Catholic Church, cited in 
Wikipedia, s.v. Apostolic Succession. 
◊ World Council of Churches, Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry 
(1982), cited in Wikipedia, s.v. Apostolic Succession. 
♦ BCP 1979, p. 510; BCP 1928, p. 529. 
o  Adopted by the House of Bishops in Chicago in 1886, and endorsed  
by the Lambeth conference in 1888,  ?The tests are in the BCP, 1979, pp. 
876ff. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/apostolic-succession
http://www.catholic.com/tracts/apostolic-succession
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/3801.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostolic_succession#In_the_early_Fathers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostolic_succession#In_the_early_Fathers
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 

The Transfiguration 
1516-20 
Raphael 

 

The Transfiguration is the last painting by the Italian 
High Renaissance master Raphael.  Commissioned by 
Cardinal Giulio de Medici, the later Pope Clement VII 
(1523–1534) and conceived as an altarpiece for the 
Narbonne Cathedral in France, Raphael worked on it until 
his death in 1520.  The painting exemplifies Raphael's 
development as an artist and the culmination of his career.  
Unusually for a depiction of the Transfiguration of Jesus in 
Christian art, the subject is combined with an additional 
episode from the Gospels in the lower part of the painting. 

Raphael's painting depicts two consecutive, but 
distinct, biblical narratives from the Gospel of Matthew, 
also related in the Gospel of Mark.  In the first, the 
Transfiguration of Christ itself, Moses and Elijah appear 
before the transfigured Christ with Peter, James and John 
looking on (Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-13).  In the second, 
the Apostles fail to cure a boy from demons and await the 
return of Christ (Matthew 17:14-21; Mark 9:14).  

It is now in the Pinacoteca Vaticana in Vatican City. 
Raphael died on April 6, 1520.  At the time of his death, 
the artist 'who lived more like a prince than a painter' lay in 
state for a couple of days at his house in the Borgo, with 
the famous Transfiguration, left unfinished at Raphael's 
death, at his head."  A week after his death, the two 
paintings were exhibited together in the Vatican. 

While there is some speculation that Raphael's pupil, Giulio Romano, and assistant, 
Gianfrancesco Penni, painted some of the background figures in the lower right half of the 
painting, there is no evidence that anyone but Raphael finished the substance of the 
painting.  The cleaning of the painting from 1972 to 1976 revealed that assistants only 
finished some of the lower left figures, while the rest of the painting is by Raphael himself. 

On the simplest level, the painting can be interpreted as a depicting a dichotomy: the 
redemptive power of Christ, as symbolized by the purity and symmetry of the top half of the 
painting; contrasted with the flaws of Man, as symbolised by the dark, chaotic scenes in the 
bottom half of the painting.  

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Job, starting 
Tuesday, September, 9th at 9:15 am in the 

Guild Room.  
The worst possible calamities have befallen Job: 

financial ruin, his children's death, an agonizing 
disease.  And a disaster worse than these: The God 
who was once his friend is now silent and the 
apparent cause of his sufferings.  What is God 
doing?  Is He really as good and loving and 
powerful and just as Job has always believed?  Here 
is a book for anyone who has ever suffered 
unexplained tragedy and wants to wrestle to a 
deeper intimacy with God.  

Come study with us and become more 
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11 am.  Please 
register by August 5th, by calling or emailing, Debbi 
Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.  
Workbooks are $10. 

†  Ladies to Study Job in September 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Renaissance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raphael
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Clement_VII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narbonne_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transfiguration_of_Jesus_in_Christian_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transfiguration_of_Jesus_in_Christian_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Matthew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Mark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transfiguration_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinacoteca_Vaticana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giulio_Romano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gianfrancesco_Penni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dichotomy
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on 
the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that 
request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Dorothy Day Ministry 
 

E very second Thursday of the month, 
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve 

meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality 
House in Danbury.  
Please consider 
helping out in this 
vital ministry.  
Contact Barbara 
DeAnzeris or Don 
Winkley for more 
info.  

A n exciting new 

Rector’s Forum 

is underway.  Jay Trott is 

leading us in a study of 

Solomon's Song of Songs, a 

beautiful love poem found 

right in the middle of the Bible.  It 

is a poem about romantic love, which 

was created by God for our pleasure 

and development, and best of all it is a 

poem about the love of Christ for his 

bride, the church, beautified by his 

sacrifice on the cross.  The 

Song of Songs is considered 

one of the most difficult 

books in the Bible to 

interpret, but it can also be 

one of the most rewarding 

for those who love Christ, 

because it is a tender and 

profound expression of this love.  Our 

goal will be to talk about the two 

aspects of love that it shows and what 

they mean for us today.  Please join us 

in the Guild Room at 9:30. 

Mark’s Gospel Is Coming 

to St. Paul’s. 

September 23 & 24 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Vigilance for the Kingdom 
 

 Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

O ur opening lesson tells how the Lord cannot abide the offerings and solemn 
ceremonies of a people who are without compassion and bloody with injustice.  

Yet, if they turn from their ways and become obedient, God will wash them clean.  
Otherwise they will die.  Judah’s rulers and people are so corrupt that they are compared to 
the notorious cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

 Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24 
The psalm tells of the majestic and righteous God who requires true sacrifice and 

thanksgiving of God’s people. 
 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
In this New Testament lesson faith is described as a holding 

fast to things hoped for and learning to trust in their reality.  
Abraham is among those who had such a faith.  Noah is another 
of the great figures of the Old Testament who found a right 
relationship with God through faith.  But Abraham, who trusted 
God’s word that he would have many descendants, is our chief 
example.  As he left his own country for the promised land, so 
we now look forward in faith to the promise of a heavenly 
country. 

 Luke 12:32-40 
In the gospel Jesus teaches his disciples to trust entirely in 

the reign of God, their Father, and to be ready for the coming of 
the Son of Man.  The kingdom is God’s gift.  Disciples are to 
respond be letting go of their hold on worldly possessions and 
giving their heart to a treasure that is heavenly.  They are to 
remember the householder who would have kept his house safe 
if he knew when the thief was coming.  They are to be like 
servants alert for the return of their master whenever he comes.  Like the Lord of the 
Eucharist, he will then wait on them. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T hings: Earthly and Heavenly!  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives 

as well. 

 

Luke 12:32-40 
Wow.  God, for no other 

reason than it simply pleases 

God - delights God - for this 

reason alone - God gives us 

the kingdom.  No worries.  

So get over all your anxiety, 

guilt, shame, unworthiness, 

wretchedness, etc., etc.  You 

don't deserve it, but God is 

giving it to you anyway.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp14_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp14_RCL.html#PSALM1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp14_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp14_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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The Single Plank 
Jul 20, 2016 | Food For Thought 
 

W hen Mr. M’Laren of Edinburgh was dying, Mr. Gustart, his associate 
pastor, paid him a visit, and inquired of him, “What are you now 

doing, my brother?”  The strong and earnest response of the dying minister 
was, “I’ll tell you what I am doing, brother; I am gathering together all my 
prayers, all my sermons, all my good deeds, all my ill deeds; and I am going 
to throw them all overboard, and swim to glory on the single plank of free 
grace.” 
 

- from “Death-bed Scenes: Or, Dying With and Without Religion, Designed to 
Illustrate the Truth and Power of Christianity”, Edited by Davis Wasgatt 

Clark, 1851.  

News you won’t read in the newspaper 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

J oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible 

study!  It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark 

for Everyone.  In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way 

around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement 

of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.  Wright helps 

us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message 

that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as 

much as it did to the church of yesterday.  All the studies are 

available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels. 

http://sacredsandwich.com/category/food-for-thought/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCeuVsZU4QDXmrSd-8GrP3Q
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†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You 
Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
 

We make a Living by 
what we Get. 

We make a Life by what 
we Give. 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing 
in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Peter’s, South Windsor; Epiphany, Southbury; 
St. Paul’s, Southington. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Liturgical assistants serving in parishes: lectors, lay 
readers, Eucharistic ministers, Eucharistic visitors, lay 
evangelists. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, 
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs & 
Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Costa Rica; the people of Jamaica; our sister and brother members of the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan. 
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of August. 
.....New Life Community Church UMC, New Fairfield, a congregational 
partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery. 
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery. 
.....Jim Megura, continued healing from recent heart surgery, continued 
progress in his rehabilitation and thanksgiving for his return to church. 
     Sandy Chaleski, for healing of her back, and better pain control. 
.....Travel safety for Richard; Wisdom and healing for health issues for 
Judy, Griffin, Barbara, Eddie and Anthony.  
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer. 
.....Episcopal Church in Connecticut. 
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

Prayer Report: 

We prayed for a parishioner 

who was having a test for 

breast cancer, the result 

was she was cancer free. 

We prayed for a man who 

was having seizures and 

possible TIA, now he is 

improving.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://stpeters-sw.org/
http://www.epiphanysouthbury.org/
http://stpaulsouthington.weebly.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costa_Rica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_United_Brethren_in_Christ
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
http://newlife-umc.com/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/10.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dfP-vgHJGak


16  

 
 

 

(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy 
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve 

Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, 
Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Reyna 
Sampson, John 
Sarver, Joe Shepley, 
Sarah Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill and 
Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

 Totally Random Fact 

of the Week! 
 

D id you know ….. that 

bear's grease was once 

thought to be an effective 

treatment for hair loss?  

M entees, Raimir and Ozzy have been learning to train 

therapy dogs.  The Jericho Partnership has a need for 

more mentors.  Please see Fr. Joe for more information 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bear%27s_grease
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hair_loss

