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† All Things Are Being Made New
I am making everything new.

(Revelation 21:5)

Dear Friends,

T

he Holy Spirit gives us not just a new
start in life, but also a new life to start
with. God is making us new on the inside
through the continual infilling of the Holy
Spirit.
The resurrection of Jesus signals God's
declaration that all things in Christ are being
made new, where death is merely a passing
shadow under the all-encompassing Light of
the world leading us eternally.
Live in the Light, be led by the Light,
celebrate the Light.
In Christ,

† Messianic Gentiles: The Outsiders Invited In:

by John Tuthhill
"Don't forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called 'uncircumcised
heathens' by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected only
their bodies and not their hearts."
-Ephesians 2:11 (NLT)

R

ecently on the "Prayer Walk" praying event through Brookfield, I sensed an
unspoken question from the people we passed while walking and praying through
their neighborhoods; "Who are you and what are you doing here?" I
formed a potential answer to that question, which, as it turned out, I
fortunately never had the chance to reply with; "We're Messianic
Gentiles! We're outsiders brought inside by the grace and the
goodness of God!" It was just as well I did not get to give that
confusing answer. But what a privilege to simply walk and to pray for
the people living in Brookfield and to pray for each family whose homes
we passed by. I was reminded of God's grace extended outward from
His chosen people of Israel outward to all nations throughout the world
and throughout history. Certainly, this was foretold by the twelve prophets
of the Hebrew Scriptures, including by the Prophet Hosea: "Yet the
Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the
place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' they will be called 'children of the
living God.'" -Hosea 1:10 (NLT)
Thanks be to God!

† Electronic Giving

S

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking / savings account or your credit / debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is simple using the
following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
Click on the “Give
Online” button at the top
left of the first page.
Click on the “Create Profile” button to
create your unique on line profile.
After you have created your profile, follow the
on line instructions to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at
203-775-6633 or Treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

Postponement!
We've run into some issues with The
Mission Trip dinner and will need to
postpone to later in the summer. Our
apologies for the late notice on this. Please
check back with Sword Points and watch your
email for information on the new date and
time. Thank You! St Paul’s OWN
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“T

o follow daily in the steps of his
most blessed life...” A routine of
daily prayer and study, giving, corporate
worship, and serving others can be good
reminders of the disciple’s (yes, you are, or
can be one!) daily quest for ways in which
to serve the God who gives all.

† Things You Need to Know for this Week
1. Looking for an opportunity to serve your neighbor? The second Thursday of every
month … “Hey that’s today!” … is St. Paul’s day to provide the meal at the Dorothy Day
Hospitality House. Drop by Spring Street in Danbury around 3 pm and lend a hand serving
meals. And this Saturday is our day at the Jericho Food Pantry, also on
Spring Street. We start at 10 am.
2. Postponed - St. Paul’s Own Youth Group mission trip dinner
will be rescheduled to a later date.
3. There is still time to sign up for our upcoming Holy
Land Trip. See the display in Crocker Hall, pick up a
brochure or contact David Szen or Fr. Joe.
4. Monday is St. Mary Day. Read all about the Mother of
our Lord Jesus Christ Day on page 6.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Aug 11 Sat, Aug 13

-

1:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

-

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Aug 14 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

7:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
10:00 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Mon, Aug 15 Tues, Aug 16 Wed, Aug 17 Thu, Aug 18 Sat, Aug 20

-

Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
St. Mary the Virgin
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Chaplain Service Training, Guild Room
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Fourteenfth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Aug 21 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Click Below to

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
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A

Mark’s Gospel Is Coming
to St. Paul’s.
September 23 & 24

n exciting Rector’s
Forum is
underway. Jay Trott is
leading us in a study of
Solomon's Song of Songs, a
beautiful love poem found
right in the middle of the Bible. It
is a poem about romantic love, which
was created by God for our pleasure
and development, and best of all it is a
poem about the love of Christ for his
bride, the church, beautified by his
sacrifice on the cross. The
Song of Songs is considered
one of the most difficult
books in the Bible to
interpret, but it can also be
one of the most rewarding
for those who love Christ,
because it is a tender and
profound expression of this love. Our
goal will be to talk about the two
aspects of love that it shows and what
they mean for us today. Please join us
in the Guild Room at 9:30.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month,
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality
House in Danbury.
Please consider
helping out in this
vital ministry.
Contact Barbara
DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more
info.
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† Overcoming the Floods that Come Our Way

by Steve Hemming

“So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and His glory from the
rising of the sun; when the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will
lift up a standard against him.”
Isaiah 59:19

I

t was very late. I found myself drowning in pangs of despair. I could feel the enemy
coming against me in waves of oppression. I was in way over my head. Surely, that
night I could relate to what King David wrote in Psalm 69:2; “I have sunk in deep mire, and
there is no foothold; I have come into deep waters, and a flood overflows me.”
I woke up the next morning wondering how I came to feel the way I did. Shortly after
arising, the words “like a flood” flowed into my mind. They prompted me to seek God and
His word for answers as to what happened, and also what to do when the demonic attacks
designed to steal, kill, and destroy, come at us like a flood of evil tidings.
Have you ever felt the enemy come at you like a flood? What are we to do?
PRAY
When we cry out to the Lord, He is immediately available to rescue us from the floods
that are determined to overtake us. David encourages us in Psalm 32:6; “Therefore, let
everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when You may be found; Surely in a flood of
great waters they will not reach him.” God Himself promises in Isaiah 43:2, “When you
pass through the waters, I will be with you, and through the rivers, they shall not overflow
you.”
REPENT
Sometimes, the floods that overcome us are not from the devil, but are a result of our
own sin. When Jonah refused God’s command to go to Nineveh, and speak out against its
people, he paid a price for his rebellion, for he wrote, “You cast me into the deep, into the
heart of the seas, and the floods surrounded me; All Your billows and Your waves passed
over me.” (Jonah 2:3) If we are to overcome the floodwaters of disobedience, we must
confess our sins to the Lord, repent, and turn from our wicked ways. After Jonah confessed
his sin, God forgave and used him to lead the great city of Nineveh to repentance.
STAND ON GOD’S WORD
When we build our lives on the foundation of the Rock, who is our
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:4), hear His words, and do them, the
Lord likens us to a man building a house, “who dug deep and laid the
foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat
vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded
on the rock.” (Luke 6:48) God only, is our rock and our salvation; He is
our stronghold; we shall not be shaken! (Psalm 62:6)
HAVE FAITH
When floods in the form of trials come our way, we must have faith,
otherwise, we will be overcome by waves of doubt and be tossed to and
fro (James 1:6). At the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, “Come,”
Peter got out of the boat in the Sea of Galilee, and walked on the water
towards Him. But when he took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the
wind, Peter began to sink, and cried out to Him, “Lord, save me!”
Immediately, Jesus stretched out His hand, caught Peter, and said to him,
“O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:29-31) Instead
of fixing our eyes on the waves of circumstances that surround us, causing us to be afraid
and sink, let us cast our gaze upon the Lord, “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of
(Continued on page 6)

† Happy Birthday to You!

A

ddison Koniecki, Dorothy Crocker & Patrick O’Connors celebrate
tomorrow! Sunday is the big day for Alan Ready & Amy Tilford.
Sean Gallo will be opening presents on Monday. Ray Ferro will be blowing
out candles on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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(Continued from page 5)

Overcoming the Floods

our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2)
The next time you sense the floodwaters of the enemy or sin coming into your life, call
upon the name of the Lord. Most assuredly, He will stretch out His hand from above, and
rescue and deliver you out of great waters (Psalm 144:7).

“He sent from above, He took me; He drew me out of many waters. He
delivered me from my strong enemy, from those who hated me, for they
were too strong for me.” Psalm 18:16-17

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, August 15th

Saint Mary the Virgin

Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ

T

he honor paid to Mary, the virgin mother of Jesus Christ our Lord and God, goes
back to the earliest days of the Church. Indeed, it goes back further, for even before
the birth of her Son, Mary prophesied, "From this time forth, all generations shall call me
blessed." [Magnificat]
The New Testament records several incidents from
the life of the Virgin: her betrothal to Joseph, the
Annunciation by the angel Gabriel that she was to bear
the Messiah, her Visitation to Elizabeth the mother of
John the Baptist, the Nativity of our Lord, the visits of
the shepherds and the magi, the Presentation of the infant
Jesus in the Temple at the age of forty days, the flight
into Egypt, the Passover visit to the Temple when Jesus
was twelve, [Matthew 1:16,18-25; Matthew 2; Luke 1:26
-56; Luke 2]; the wedding at Cana in Galilee and the
performance of her Son's first miracle at her intercession
[John 2:1-11], the occasions when observers said, "How
can this man be special? We know his
family!" [Matthew 13:54-56; Mark 6:1-3; Luke 4:22;
also John 6:42], an occasion when she came with others
to see him while he was preaching [Matthew 12:46-50;
Mark 3:31-35; Luke 8:19-21], her presence at the foot of
the Cross, where Jesus commends her to the care of the
Beloved Disciple [John 19:25-27], and her presence with
the apostles in the upper room after the Ascension,
waiting for the promised Spirit [Acts 1:14].
She is thus seen to be present at most of the chief events of her Son's life.
Besides Jesus himself, only two humans are mentioned by name in the Creeds. One is
Pontius Pilate, Roman procurator of Judea from 26 to 36 AD. That Jesus was crucified by
order of Pontius Pilate pins down the date of his death within a few years, and certifies that
we are not talking, like the worshippers of Tammuz or Adonis, about a personification or
symbol of the annual death and resurrection of the crops. His death is an event in history,
something that really happened.
The other name is that of Mary. The Creeds say that Christ was "born of the virgin
Mary." That is to say, they assert on the one hand that he was truly and fully human, born
of a woman and not descended from the skies like an angel.
On the other hand, by telling us that his mother was a virgin they exclude the theory that
he was simply an ordinary man who was so virtuous that he eventually, at his baptism,
became filled with the Spirit of God. His virgin birth attests to the fact that he was always
(Continued on page 7)
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Saint Mary

(Continued from page 6)

more than merely human, always one whose presence among us was in itself a miracle,
from the first moment of his earthly existence.
In Mary, Virgin and Mother, God gives us a sign that Jesus is both truly God and truly
Man.
It sometimes happens that someone will report an appearance of the Virgin Mary,
bearing a message, usually encouraging faithfulness in prayer. A reader has asked, "How
far back do such reports go?" According to Donald Attwater (Penguin Dictionary of
Saints), Gregory of Nyssa (335-395) says that the earliest known report of a supernatural
appearance of the Blessed Virgin to anyone was of one to Gregory Thaumaturgos (213270).
The genuineness of these appearances is
not official Roman Catholic doctrine. It is
perfectly possible to reject all such
appearances as delusions, and still be a
Roman Catholic in good standing.
Little is known of the life of the Virgin
Mary except insofar as it intersects with the
life of her Son, and there is an
appropriateness in this. The Scriptures
record her words to the angel Gabriel, to her
kinswoman Elizabeth, to her Son on two
occasions. But the only recorded saying of
hers to what may be called ordinary, run-ofthe-mill hearers is her instruction to the servants at the wedding feast, to whom she says
simply, indicating her Son, "Whatever he says to you, do it."
This we may take to be the summation of her message to the world. If we listen to her,
she will tell us, "Listen to Him. Listen to my Son. Do what He tells you." When we see
her, we see her pointing to her Son.
If our regard for the Blessed Virgin does not have the immediate effect of turning our
attention from her to the One whom she carried in her womb for nine months and suckled at
her breast, to the Incarnate God, the Word made flesh, then we may be sure that it is not the
kind of regard that she seeks.
A right regard for her will always direct us to Him Who found in her His first earthly
dwelling-place.
written by James Kiefer

† Coffee Hour Hosts Needed

P

lease consider hosting a Sunday morning Coffee Hour for Saint
Paul's. We are especially looking for people after the 8:00 am
service. It's fun and easy plus you will only host three times a year! It's a
wonderful, sharing ministry that doesn't take a lot of your time, but is still
most rewarding. Please contact Mary Allen at Chamla@Charter.net or call
203-775-6633 for information or to sign up. Thanks everyone!

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Aug 14th
Aug 21st
Aug 28th

8 am - Kovac’s
8 am - Durkin’s
8 am - Ann Allen

10:30 am - D. Crocker
10:30 am - A. Tilford
10:30 am - Lisa Meyer

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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† Israel, Walk Where He Walked 

† Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
When you see
this map pointer
in Sword
Points, it
indicates
sites or
towns we will
visit on our
upcoming trip to
the Holy Land!

T

he primary focus of any Christian pilgrimage to the Holy Land is walking in the
footsteps of Jesus. Since Mary was the only human being to be with Jesus
throughout his entire life - from his birth until his death, it’s not surprising that we discover
many sights associated with her life as well.
On our upcoming visit to Israel, we
expect to make a stop at the Church of
the Annunciation in Nazareth.
Tradition holds this to be Mary’s home
where the archangel Gabriel told her
the news.
Mary was a young girl, probably
about 12 or 13 years old when the angel
Gabriel came to her. She had recently
become engaged to a carpenter named
Joseph. Mary was an ordinary Jewish
girl, looking forward to marriage; and,
suddenly her life
would be
changed forever.
Mary was
fearful and
troubled in the presence of the angel. She could never have expected
to hear the most incredible news - that she would have a child, and
her son would be the Messiah. Although she could not comprehend
how she would conceive the Savior, she responded to God with
belief and obedience replying, "I am the Lord's servant ... may it be
to me as you have said." (Luke 1:38). The cupola of the church
stands over the cave where Mary lived.
We will also visit Bethlehem in the Palestinian occupied
territory. Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem when Emperor
Augustus declared a census throughout the vast Roman Empire.
There Mary gave birth to Jesus and was visited by the Three Kings.
The Church of the Nativity marks the traditional place of Christ’s
birth and it is a major Christian holy site. It is one of the oldest
surviving Christian churches, built in 326 AD by Constantine and his
mother Helena who commissioned a church be built over the cave in
(Continued on page 9)
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Israel here we come. Plans have been finalized for a life-changing pilgrimage led
by Fr. Joe to the Holy Land during the Christmas - New Year’s break. Click here for
the brochure, pricing info and details.

(Continued from page 8)

Mother of Our Lord

which Jesus was born. Portions of the original mosaic floor in that church survive and can
be viewed by visitors today.
Mary’s death is commemorated in Jerusalem on
the highest point of
Mt. Zion upon
which sits the
Abbey of the
Dormition. This is
located just outside
the old city walls
near the site of the
Last Supper.
Mary’s Tomb is
located on the
Mount of Olives,
another site we hope to visit.
God knew that Mary was a woman of rare strength and
obedience. Even with God's favor, Mary would still suffer
much. Though she would one day be highly honored as the
mother of the Savior, she would first know disgrace as an
unwed mother. She would nearly lose her fiancé. Her
beloved son would be rejected and cruelly murdered. Mary's
submission to God's plan would cost her dearly, yet she was
willing to be God's servant.
We celebrate the life of Saint Mary, the Virgin on
Monday, August 15. And in the Holy Land on our trip!

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, August 11th

Clare of Assisi

Nun, 1253
lare Offreduccio, born in 1194, was the daughter of a wealthy family in Assisi.
When she was eighteen years old, she heard a sermon by Francis of Assisi, and was
moved by it to follow the example of the Franciscan brothers and vow herself to a life of
poverty. Her family was horrified, and brought her back home by force; but one night, in a
gesture both tactical and symbolic, she slipped out of her house through "the door of the
dead" (a small side door that was traditionally opened only to carry out a corpse) and
returned to the house of the Franciscans. Francis cut off her hair, and placed her in a nearby
convent. Later a house was found for her, and she was eventually joined by two of her
sisters, her widowed mother, and several members of the wealthy Ubaldini family of
Florence. Clare's best friend, Pacifica, could not resist, and joined them, too.
The sisters of her order came to be known informally as Minoresses
(Franciscan brothers are Friars Minor = "lesser brothers") or as Poor Clares.
When the order was formed, Francis suggested Clare for the Superior. But she
refused the position until she turned twenty-one. They devoted themselves to
prayer, nursing the sick, and works of mercy for the poor and neglected.
They adopted a rule of life of extreme austerity (more so than of any other
order of women up to that time) and of absolute poverty, both individually and
collectively. They had no beds. They slept on twigs with patched hemp for
blankets. Wind and rain seeped through cracks in the ceilings. They ate very
little, with no meat at all. Whatever they ate was food they begged for. Clare made sure she
fasted more than anyone else. Despite this way of life, or perhaps because of it, the
followers of Clare were the most beautiful young girls from the best families of Assisi.
The community of Poor Clares continues to this day, both in the Roman and in the
Anglican communions.
written by James Kiefer

C
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† #TBT - Vagabond Parson

T

alk about going undercover. Recently we ran across this article about the
Rev. William Henry Robinson who was our 18th rector from 1908-11.
This article appeared in August 29, 1920 Hartford Courant.
In 1918 Robinson started taking “long” hikes … like 500 miles long! He did
not tell anyone he was a
priest, taking just an
umbrella and a bag,
sending most of his necessities
ahead by parcel post.
On the hike covered by this
article, he was walking the length of
the Connecticut River, from the
source near the Canadian border
back to his then current church in
Old Saybrook, CT. The previous
year he had traversed the Hudson.
From the article… “At various
times he has been mistaken for a
burglar and a tramp. Housewives
have ‘shooed’ him away from their
doorways and he has been hounded
from place to place in his efforts to
obtain a night’s lodging. In a small
country town once, he roamed
practically all night. He has been
careful to conceal his identity,
answering all questions with the
terse phrase, ‘I’m just a ‘hike.’”
Being a minister he was also a
philosopher and kept a diary of his
observations. “The farther one gets
into well populated country less
hospitality is shown by inhabitants
… people living close to each other
are selfish, while distant neighbors
are always cordial to visitors.”
Colossians 1:10 Walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing to him, bearing fruit in
every good work and increasing in
the knowledge of God.
10

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
Fight the Good Fight With All Thy Might
How Great Thou Art
How Firm a Foundation, Ye Saints of the Lord

Fight the Good Fight

O

ur organist Kirsten Peterson usually picks our hymns based on
the readings for the week, however this week she may have had
the Olympics in mind, picking this hymn which was sung in the
Academy Award winning movie, Chariots of Fire (1981).
Hymn writer John Samuel Bewly Monsell, born in Ireland in 1811,
was educated at Trinity College, Dublin, graduating in 1832. His first
post was as curate of Templemore, Derry (1834-1836), and, after
holding a number of ecclesiastical positions, including vicar of Egham,
Surrey, he became rector of St Nicholas’s Church, Guildford, in 1870,
and Chaplain to Queen Victoria (1870-1875).
He was a prolific poet and hymn writer, publishing eleven volumes of poetry and
approximately three hundred hymns. His books included Hymns and Miscellaneous Poems
(1837) and Litany Hymns (1870), but he is best remembered for the hymn “Fight the good
fight with all thy might” which first appeared in 1863. Only this and three of his other
hymns are still sung today.
Despite the first line, this hymn is not a Christian battle-song in the style of “Onward
Christian Soldiers” or “Soldiers of Christ arise.” Rather, it is a call to faithfulness. Each of
the verses is based on a verse from the Epistles. The first echoes 1 Timothy 6:12, “Fight the
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life.” The second, with its athletic connotation,
follows Hebrews 12:1, “Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”
Run the straight race through God's good grace,
Lift up thine eyes and seek His face;
Life with its way before us lies,
Christ is the Path and Christ the Prize.
The third verse is from 1 Peter 5:7, “Cast all anxiety on him, for he cares for you”; and
the fourth from Colossians 3:11, “Christ is all, and is in all.”
Monsell believed
he tune for this hymn is “Pentecost” composed by William
that hymns should
Boyd. He explains, “Baring-Gould asked me to compose a
be enthusiastically
tune to ‘Come Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire,’ to be sung at a large
sung and full of
meeting of Yorkshire colliers. I walked, talked, slept and ate with the joy. He wrote:
“We are too distant
words, and at last evolved the tune which I naturally named
Pentecost. One day, as I was walking along Regent Street I felt a slap and reserved in our
praises.” In 1875,
on my back, and turning around saw my dear old friend Arthur
while supervising
Sullivan. ‘My dear Billy,’ he said, ‘I’ve seen a
the rebuilding of
tune of yours which I must have’ (He was
St. Nicholas
then editing Church Hymns). ‘All right,’ I
Church, Guildford,
he slipped and fell
said, ‘Send me a cheque and I agree.’ No
from the roof, and
copy of the book, much less a proof was
died shortly
sent to me, and when I saw the tune I
afterwards from his
was horrified to find that Sullivan had as
injuries.
signed it to ‘Fight the good fight!’ We
had a regular fisticuffs about it, but
judging from the favor with which the
tune has been received, I feel that Sullivan
was right in so mating words and music.”

T
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† Scholarly Speaking
Deacons

Y

Tintoretto,
Martyrdom of
St. Lawrence

esterday (August 10th) we celebrated St. Lawrence, a deacon and martyr of the
Church in Rome. As part of this observance let’s take a look at Lawrence himself,
and at the ministry of the deacon.
According to tradition Lawrence was born in Spain about the year 225. Here he became
a follower of the future pope Sixtus II, a renowned Christian teacher. He traveled with him
to Rome where, in 257, Sixtus became pope, and
ordained Lawrence as a deacon and appointed him as
archdeacon. The following year the Emperor Valerian
declared a persecution of Christians and ordered the
prompt beheading of all bishops, priests, and deacons.
Sixtus and the other six Roman deacons were arrested
and martyred on August 6. The prefect, knowing that the
archdeacon was also the treasurer for the Roman Church
gave Lawrence three days to deliver those treasures. He
used the time, however, to distribute the funds and hide
the books and other tangible goods, and then, leading
some of the poor to the prefect, announced that these
were the
treasures of
the church.
St. Ambrose, writing about a century later,
records that the prefect, instead of simply
beheading him, ordered him roasted over hot
coals on an iron grate. One of the chants
associated with his feast quotes the saying
attributed to Laurence. It is said that
Lawrence’s cheerful fortitude won new
converts, and impressed many with the idea
that such persecution was really pointless.*
Turning to the diaconate itself, we find that
some such office is common in many Christian
churches, and more specifically that Roman
Catholics, Anglicans, and the various Eastern
churches all hold essentially the same view of
this ministry. The foundation of the order is seen in Acts 6:1-7 where seven men are set
apart to assist the Apostles, particularly in the daily distribution of food. It might be noted
that here that their work is described as “waiting on tables” or deaconing, but it is only later,
in Philippians and 1 Timothy that “deacon” is used as a title for these ministers. These
deacons seem to have been regarded as vocational or permanent, but as
the church’s ministry became more settled, probably still in the first
century, it became common for the orders to be successive; priests were
chosen from among the deacons, and bishops from among the priests.
In the Eastern churches the vocational diaconate remained as a common
form of ministry but in the West it had all but disappeared by the end of
the first millennium (St, Francis in the 13th century being one of the
very few exceptions.†
The deacons of Acts 6 soon took on additional ministries of
preaching and evangelism (it will be remembered that Stephen’s
martyrdom resulted from his preaching), and while we do not find this
in the New Testament itself, early writers also describe a liturgical
function for the deacon. This almost universally included reading the
gospel, assisting the celebrant zt the consecration of the Holy
Communion (by e.g. preparing the bread and wine, and assisting with
handling the chalice – important when these were large and heavy
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Deacon

vessels – and the like), and making public announcements such
as biddings to prayer and the dismissal at the end of the
liturgy. In both Eastern and Western practice the distinctive
liturgical vestment of the deacon is a stole, worn over the left
shoulder and worn over an alb or a surplice. In the West a
dalmatic (a decorative tunic with sleeves) is also worn over the
other vestments, while the alb (sticharion) of the eastern
deacon is more elaborate than the priest’s, resembling a long
dalmatic.‡
After the Reformation, the Anglican churches kept the
diaconate essentially as it was at the time. Although a
vocational diaconate was possible in principle, the only
instance I know of before the 20th century was Nicholas Farrar
(d. 1637) who, with his family, established a semi-monastic
community in the Church of England. Various Anglican
provinces began ordaining perpetual (now called vocational)
deacons about the time of World War II, but the practice did
not become common until after Vatican II when the Roman
Catholic Church also restored a permanent diaconate.
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
*
†

‡

Wikipedia. s.v. Lawrence of Rome; and Kiefer, James,
Laurence
Thurston, Herbert. "Deacons." The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol.
4. New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1908. 10 Aug. 2016.
Wikipedia, s.v. Deacon
Ibid.

He

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and
he sustains all things by his powerful word. - Hebrews 1:3
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† Vestry Meeting
June 8th

Opening: David Williams opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:34 PM and led the
meeting. Jack Collins led a Bible study on
“God’s Will.” Our will matters, God works
our will to complete his will. Romans 8:28
“And we know that in all things God works
for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose.”
Dave Allen gave his testimony, he was
raised in the Dutch Reform Church. He and
his wife Ann eventually ended up at St.
Paul’s. After several major health and
family events, they saw God’s hand through
all of this. He is grateful for all the blessings
in his life; he knows there are many. Dave is
growing through Fr. Joe’s Bible study and
finds the journey exciting. The May minutes
were approved as circulated.

suggestions on the
missions we support.
Vito Barbieri will check
with ushers and greeters
for feedback on their
ministries.
Rector’s Report: Fr. Joe thanked the
Church School teachers and administrators
for their service. The Gospel of Mark will
be presented in the sanctuary on September
23rd with a seminar on the gospel on
September 24th sponsored by the men’s Bible
study. Fr. Bill Loring will celebrate the 50th
anniversary of his ordination on June 18th
with Bishop Ahrens preaching and
celebrating. Bishop Ahrens will also be
coming on June 26th for confirmation and
will meet with the parish between
services. Confirmation will be at
the 10:30 service.

Old Business: The Parish picnic
will be held on July 10th at Buni
and Paul Kovacs’ home following
the second service.
Treasurer’s Report: May income is down The Vestry picnic will be held on July 20th at
$9,000 from last year, total income down
Chuck and Mary Allen’s home. There will
$18,000 YTD from last year. Endowments
be no July Vestry meeting.
are $705,000, up 6.4% for the year. Capital
New Business: There was a discussion
fund has $51,500 in account with $75,300
about holding three services on Sundays in
owed to endowment fund. Missions were
paid $8,600 YTD with $20,400 to go for the the fall. The present two services are quite
full. No decision was made. Chuck Allen
year. Endowments are up $42,289 YTD
presented a proposal on Electronic Giving as
after adjusting for housing allowance .
an addition to our present ways of giving.
Committee Reports: Mary Perry reported The Vestry approved the idea of Electronic
from the prayer tent at the Memorial Day
Giving and Chuck will move forward.
parade that there was a praise report from
Closing: The meeting was closed with
last year. John Tuthill reported the Church
School was a success over the year and will prayer at 9:40 pm.
continue through the summer in a different
Respectfully submitted,
form. Ron Switzer said the Mission
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry
Committee is looking for feedback or

† Transforming Stewardship
Do you think I have come to give you peace on
Earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.” Luke 12:51

L

iving a stewardship lifestyle means stepping out
of our comfort zone when needed. Many of us
like to play it safe, not cause waves, stay in the middle
of the road. In today’s world we are called to be
informed and take a stance for life, marriage and
religious liberty.
14

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!

September 1st
12 Noon

Capitol North Steps

210 Capital Avenue, Hartford, CT
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Burning of a Heretic
Between 1423 and 1426
Sassetta

T

he man being licked by flames may be Jan Hus, who challenged the belief that the
host manifests itself as the real presence of the body of Christ during the Eucharist.
The heretic is dressed in clerical robes while an executioner helpfully adds more sticks to
the already blazing fire. At right, a priest celebrates Mass at an altar. The night and the
grim onlookers seem to glow in the red of this vengeful fire. The Italian painter's work, a
panel for an altar piece in Siena, shows narrative skill and a gift for characterization.
Sassetta seems to be suggesting the strength of faith in the
heretic. The condemned man's eyes are cast up to heaven.
He already seems to be in a mystical state beyond the
fire's destruction.
Sassetta, original name Stefano di Giovanni (died c.
1450, Siena, Italy) was aGothic-style painter considered to
be the greatest Sienese painter of the early 15th century.
The date and place of his birth are uncertain. A fiercly
pious man, he seems to have been trained in Siena, and
the force of the Sienese tradition is evident in the vivid
colors and elegant use of line in the surviving panels of
his first commissioned work, an altarpiece for the Arte
della Lana in Siena (1423–26) of which this painting is a
piece. His interest in the work of the first generation of
Florentine Renaissance painters is reflected in the
coherent spatial relationships of the monumental
altarpiece of the “Madonna of the Snow,” painted for Siena Cathedral in 1430–32. From
this point on, under Gothic influence, Sassetta’s style assumes an increasingly decorative
character, manifest initially in a polyptych in San Domenico at Cortona (probably 1437) and
reaching its climax in a cycle of scenes from the legend of St. Anthony the Abbot. His bestknown and most ambitious work was carried out for San Francesco at Sansepolcro (1437–
44) and was originally a double-sided altarpiece (now dispersed) with a Virgin and Child
and four saints on the front and scenes from the life of St. Francis on the reverse side. The
St. Francis scenes mark the peak of Sassetta’s career as a narrative artist and are exemplary
of his late style, with their sophisticated colour sense and their subtle, rhythmic
compositions. Sassetta never completely abandoned his interest in Florentine painting, and
it is thought to be the fusion of traditional and contemporary elements in his work that
turned Sienese painting from the Gothic to the Renaissance style.

T
† Ladies to
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he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Job, starting
Tuesday, September, 9th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
The worst possible calamities have befallen
Job:
financial ruin, his children's death, an
Study Job in September
agonizing disease. And a disaster worse than
these: The God who was once his friend is
now silent and the apparent cause of his
sufferings. What is God doing? Is He really
as good and loving and powerful and just as
Job has always believed? Here is a book for
anyone who has ever suffered unexplained
tragedy and wants to wrestle to a deeper
intimacy with God.
Come study with us and become more
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11 am.
Please register by August 5th, by calling or
emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.
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† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible
study! It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark
for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way
around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement
of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps
us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message
that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as
much as it did to the church of yesterday. All the studies are
available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.

The Single Plank
Jul 20, 2016 | Food For Thought

W

hen Mr. M’Laren of Edinburgh was dying, Mr. Gustart, his associate
pastor, paid him a visit, and inquired of him, “What are you now
doing, my brother?” The strong and earnest response of the dying minister
was, “I’ll tell you what I am doing, brother; I am gathering together all my
prayers, all my sermons, all my good deeds, all my ill deeds; and I am going
to throw them all overboard, and swim to glory on the single plank of free
grace.”
- from “Death-bed Scenes: Or, Dying With and Without Religion, Designed to
Illustrate the Truth and Power of Christianity”, Edited by Davis Wasgatt
Clark, 1851.

News you won’t read in the newspaper
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Vigilance for the Kingdom
Jeremiah 23:23-29
n our first reading God speaks through the prophet; this is a God lofty and distant as well
as near, and God knows the lies of the false prophets. In Jeremiah’s time there were many
individuals who appointed themselves prophets. They said the Lord was close to them, and they
relied on dreams for their inspiration. They told people toe comfortable things they wanted to
hear and led them into false worship. But the words of the Lord are words of judgment to the
people, life scorching fire or a hammer on rock.
Psalm 82
God pronounces judgment on the heavenly beings who have failed to defend the weak and
the poor. The people call on the one true God to judge and rule the earth.
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
In this New Testament lesson Jesus the promised one has opened access to the Father in
ways previous generations longed to see. The righteous men and women of former days
performed all their deeds in faith, true to God and to such
revelation as they received. Now disciples are to set aside
Luke 12:49-56
distractions and surmount every obstacle, encouraged by the
witness of the faithful ancestors and walking confidently in the
It is difficult to overway forged by Jesus through the sacrifice of the cross.
emphasize how revolutionary
Luke 12:49-56
Jesus is being in stressing
In our gospel passage Jesus foresees difficult times
loyalty to him - and kinship
ahead: his own ordeal and the necessity
of division even within families. He
with those who are also loyal
has come to bring the
to him - over family.
purifying fire of judgment,
and must himself first
undergo the baptism of
suffering and death. Before there is any peace on earth, hard
decisions leading to ruptures have to be made. The people
should be like good weather-watchers in reading the signs of the times.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

A

† Sermon Shorts

re you ready to take the next step in your
faith? To replay all our sermons, audio
and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilities.
.....Trinity, Southport; Grace Church, Stafford Springs;
Church of Christ the Healer, Stamford.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Church musicians: organists; choirs and choir
directors; bands; community chorister programs;
parish committees on liturgy, music, and worship; the diocesan Commission on Music and
Liturgy.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett,
Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs &
Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo; the people of Jamaica; our sister
and brother members of the Independent Assemblies of God, International.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which
is the recipient of our food basket collections for the month of
August.
.....Ridgefield Baptist Church, a congregational partner of the
Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery.
.....Family and friends in Turkey, safety and protection from
persecution.
Sandy Chaleski, for healing of her back, and better pain control.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....Our Parish.
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Video: Repair Your Soul
No matter what your circumstances,
God has a plan. I f you’re beat up
and feel like you have nothing left to
offer, let the Master take control. He
knows your purpose, and He will see
you through.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

D

id you
know
that the Christ
the Redeemer
statue in Rio is
the primary
reason why
Wingsuit and
BASE
Jumping is not
an Olympic
sport in Rio?
Watch this
amazing video
to learn why!

Totally Random Fact of the
Week!

D

id you know …..
that the use of
umbrellas is forbidden in
Iwoye-Ketu?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Reyna
Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley,
Sarah Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill and
Gail Winkley.
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