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† Christ at the Center

“I came that
they might have
life and might have
it abundantly"
(John 10:10).

Dear Friends,

A

s Christians, we believe that our destiny has a purpose, our lives have
meaning and our direction is known to God, and can be known by us.

The Bible declares that the kingdom of God will not fail. God's purposes are being worked
out in history, and Jesus is the centerpiece, as all lines in history converge on him. As
someone has said: "The hinge of history is on the door of a Bethlehem stable."
Keep Christ at the center of your life. In Him, life has
His ways will guide all our relationships. We were
with God, and one another. Love another today, and
Faithfully,

ultimate significance, and
designed for relationship,
know fullness of life.

A

ctor Tom Bair will perform the entire Gospel
According to St. Mark in this free event in our
sanctuary on Friday evening, Sept. 23 at 7:30 pm.
“It is exciting to hear this Gospel
verbally as if the eyewitness had just
touched us on the arm, eager to share
his story,” says Rev. Joseph Shepley,
Rector of St. Paul’s. “In 'St. Mark’s
Gospel,' Bair uses all of his
considerable gifts to create a brilliant
theatrical experience that we hope the
public will both enjoy and be inspired
by.”
On Saturday at 10 am in our
parish hall we will explore together
the genius of this Gospel and its
overall impact by looking at the
narrative technique and literary forms that shape its
stunning effect, especially when heard and/or read in its
entirety.

Mark’s Gospel Is Coming
to St. Paul’s.
September 23 & 24

Known for it’s immediacy and directness, St. Mark’s
Gospel had, until about 30 years ago, been regarded in
biblical scholastic circles as something of a poor cousin’ to
Luke and Matthew. Now it is being appreciated anew for its
simplicity, uniqueness and power as a storytelling event.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Dorothy Day Ministry

E

very second Thursday of the month,
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality
House in Danbury.
Please consider
helping out in this
vital ministry.
Contact Barbara
DeAnzeris or Don
Winkley for more
info.
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“T

herefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken, let us give thanks, by which
we offer to God an acceptable worship with
reverence and awe...” The world may often be
topsy-turvy, and our lives in turmoil, but the
bottom line for believers is that God’s
kingdom cannot be shaken...we are safe if we commit
ourselves to His protection.

† Three Things You Need to Know
for this Week
1. St. Paul’s Own Youth Group mission trip
presentation has now been rescheduled to September
11th between the services. See page 4 for more info.
2. There is still time to sign up for our upcoming
Holy Land Trip. See the display in Crocker Hall,
pick up a brochure or contact David Szen or Fr. Joe.
The first deadline for application is August 26th.
3. Do you know what flaying is? You probably don’t
want to know. But on page 6 you can read about St.
Bartholomew in advance of his day next Wednesday.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Aug 18 Sat, Aug 20

-

6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Aug 21 -

Mon, Aug 22 Tues, Aug 23 Wed, Aug 24 Thu, Aug 25 Sat, Aug 26 -

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm

-

10:00 am
6:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Chaplain Service Training, Guild Room
St. Bartholomew, Apostle
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Aug 28 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Click Below to

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
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† Is It A Quelling Or Is It A Quashing Quench?

by John Tuthhill

"...D

oes not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger,
and lead it away to give it water?"
-Luke 13:15 (ESV)
First, the Quashing Quench:
Imagine it’s a very hot day. You're tipping a glass of crystal clear cool ice
water up to your parched lips. Nothing else matters but quenching your
ferocious thirst. Then, you hear someone say, “Hey! There’s arsenic in that
water!” If it’s coming from a source you trust, you will very likely believe
and move that water as quickly and carefully as far away from your lips as
possible.
n exciting Rector’s
The wider world seems to live
Forum is
largely without regard for God. It
encourages everyone to drink iniquity like water. underway. Jay Trott is
Nothing else matters except quenching the thirst leading us in a study of
for the fleeting pleasure that sin seems to
Solomon's Song of Songs,
promise. As the Scripture says in Psalm 10:4,
a beautiful love poem found
“God is not in their thoughts.”
right in the middle of the Bible.
Next the Quelling Quench:
It is a poem about romantic love,
But, biblically sharing the gospel with others which was created by God for our
does re-introduce God back into their thoughts.
pleasure and development, and best of
Clearly, God is what we need and nothing else.
all it is a poem about the love of Christ
This Sunday, the Rector's Forum led by Jay Trott for his bride, the church, beautified by
may look at this verse from the Song of Solomon
his sacrifice on the cross. The
8:7: "Many waters cannot quench love, neither
Song of Songs is considered
can the floods drown it." Love's unsurpassed
one of the most difficult
worth cannot be quashed.
books in the Bible to
Ephesians 6:16 says; "Above all,
interpret, but it can also be
taking the shield of faith, with
one of the most rewarding
which you shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts
for those who love Christ,
of the wicked one" (King because it is a tender and
James 2000 Bible).
profound expression of this love. Our
Applying the word of God
goal will be to talk about the two
and the grace of Christ, all
the darts of temptation and get aspects of love that it shows and what
they mean for us today. Please join us
a good quashing.
Thanks be to God! in the Guild Room at 9:30.

A

Dear Sponsors & Parish Family,
Thank you for your understanding in postponing
our Mission Trip Dinner. We’d like to now invite
you to celebrate the trip with us and share in our
memories on Sunday, September 11th between
the two services. We will serve some coffee and refreshment and deliver a
short presentation on what we experienced in West Virginia. We’ll wrap
up the time with a short video of memories from the trip. This time is open
to everyone, so please plan to join us that morning in Crocker Hall. Thank
You! St Paul’s OWN
4

† A Blessed Season of Friendship

by Steve Hemming

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” Proverbs 17:17

I

first met David in 7th grade. Although I hadn’t been in touch with him since we
graduated from high school 41 years ago, the Lord reunited us late last fall. We
became Facebook friends as our high school class of 1975 was planning our 40th reunion.
While David was planning to attend, a family matter developed shortly before the reunion,
which prevented him from coming up to Penfield, NY, from Orlando, FL, where he lived.
Admittedly, I was disappointed that he couldn’t make it, for I was greatly looking forward
to seeing him again.
A few months ago, David posted a message on
Facebook that he had been having trouble with vision in
his right eye. After going through a battery of tests, it
was determined the reason for the blurry eyesight was a
malignant brain tumor. After reading David’s post about
the diagnosis, the Holy Spirit prompted me to call him.
From the moment the first words were spoken
between us, it was as though the Lord had removed the
many years we had been apart and we became fast
friends once again. We shared the same faith, and
believed together that the Lord would completely heal
David. Not only did he have unwavering faith in God,
but David was also blessed with a good sense of humor,
which would brighten our frequent phone conversations.
After surgery was performed to remove as much of
the tumor as possible, David faced a long stint of concurrent chemotherapy and radiation
treatments. He took this in stride and even joked about being fitted with a “Freddie
Krueger” mask so the technicians could isolate the necessary area for radiation, while
protecting the rest of his head from the harmful effects of the treatment.
While the therapy wore David down and weakened him greatly, he remained upbeat, for
he was looking forward to visiting family and friends once the treatments concluded, before
he was scheduled to report back to work on October 1st. We talked about getting together
in our hometown of Rochester, NY, in early September, when he had planned to visit family
there.
While God enabled me to be faithful with reaching out to David consistently, the last
few times when I called, I had to leave voice messages, as he either wasn’t available or
unable to pick-up. My most recent call was last Saturday, August 6th.
Late yesterday afternoon, while at work, I received a call on my cell phone. I was
overjoyed to see that David was the caller. I answered, “Hello there good buddy!” There
was silence on the other end for a few moments before I received a response from a voice
that was unrecognizable to my ears. It was Sandra, David’s wife, who called to tell me that
he passed away a short while ago. I was stunned and in shock.
I left work promptly, got into my car, and broke down in tears. By faith I was certain
that God would heal David and we would be reunited. And at first, I didn’t understand how
the Lord could bring us back together as friends so recently, only to have the relationship to
end so abruptly.
I drove to a nearby reservoir and sought the Lord for both comfort and understanding.
As I sat before the Lord, He told me that He brought David and I together for this particular
(Continued on page 6)

† Happy Birthday to You!

M

ary Villaverde & Dan Meyer celebrate today! Friday is the
big day for Chris Barrett. Brittany Chengeri will be
blowing out candles on Sunday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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(Continued from page 5)

A Blessed Season of Friendship

season. Had I not heeded the prompting of the Holy Spirit to reach out to David, I
would have missed out greatly on the blessings He wanted to bestow on us through
this friendship which He had ordained. As I thought about this for a few moments,
God was right - I was greatly blessed as a result of being reunited with my friend
David. And I was also comforted and uplifted by the Lord, knowing that I will see
David in heaven.
Is God prompting you to reach out to someone? Are you heeding His call?
In closing, the Lord did completely heal David. Our Father elected to heal him
in heaven. Halleluiah!!!
“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the
former things have passed away.” Revelation 21:4

In loving
memory of my
friend and
brother in
Christ –
David Robb

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Wednesday, August 24th

Saint Bartholomew
Apostle

T

he name "Bartholomew" appears in the New Testament
only on lists of the names of the twelve apostles. This
list normally is given as six pairs, and the third pair in each of
the Synoptics is "Philip and Bartholomew" (Matthew 10:3;
Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14; but Acts 1:13).
John gives no list of the Twelve, but refers to more of them
individually than the Synoptists. He does not name
Bartholomew, but early in his account (John 1:43-50) he tells of
the call to discipleship of a Nathanael who is often supposed to
be the same person.
The reasoning is as follows: John's Nathanael is introduced
as one of the earliest followers of Jesus, and in terms which
suggest that he became one of the Twelve. He is clearly not the same as Peter, Andrew,
James, John, Philip, Thomas, Judas Iscariot, Judas (Jude--not Iscariot, also called Lebbaeus,
or Thaddeus), all of whom John names separately. He is not Matthew, whose call is
described differently (Matthew 9:9). This leaves Bartholomew, James the son of Alpheus,
and Simon Zelotes. Of these, Bartholomew is the leading candidate for two reasons:
(1) "Bar-tholomew" is a patronymic, meaning "son of Tolmai (or Talmai)." It is
therefore likely that he had another name. (A historical novel which may not be well
researched informs me that a first-century Jew would be likely to use the patronymic instead
of the forename as a mark of respect in speaking to a significantly older Jew.) "Nathanael
son of Tolmai" seems more likely than "Nathanael also called James (or Simon)."
(2) Nathanael is introduced in John's narrative as a friend of
Philip. Since Bartholomew is paired with Philip on three of our
four lists of Apostles, it seems likely that they were associated.
We have no certain information about Bartholomew's later
life. Some writers, including the historian Eusebius of Caesarea
(now Har Qesari, near Sedot Yam), say that he preached in India.
The majority tradition, with varying details, is that Bartholomew
preached in Armenia, and was finally skinned alive and beheaded
to Albanus or Albanopolis (now Derbent) on the Caspian Sea.
His emblem in art is a flaying knife. The flayed Bartholomew
can be seen in Michelangelo's Sistine painting of the Last
Judgement. He is holding his skin. The face on the skin is
generally considered to be a self-portrait of Michelangelo.
written by James Kiefer
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† Where I Went to Church Last Sunday

L

ast Sunday I went to church in Danbury, Sacred Heart Roman Catholic
Church. The photos below are the altar dedicated to my Mom & Dad, made
by my brother, Frank Dascano. I can still hear my Dad telling me, “The most
important thing is to accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior.” He would have been
very touched by today's Mass, and very proud of my brother. Many of my family
were there to celebrate my brother's God
given gift.
from Patricia Jennings

Stewardship Reflection - Find out how much God has given you and from it
take what you need; the remainder is needed by others. - St. Augustine.

† Coffee Hour Hosts Needed

P

lease consider hosting a Sunday morning Coffee Hour for Saint
Paul's. We are especially looking for people after the 8:00 am
service. It's fun and easy plus you will only host three times a year! It's a
wonderful, sharing ministry that doesn't take a lot of your time, but is still
most rewarding. Please contact Mary Allen at Chamla@Charter.net or call
203-775-6633 for information or to sign up. Thanks everyone!

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Aug 21st
Aug 28th
Sept 4th

8 am - Durkin’s
8 am - Ann Allen
8 am - H. Melody

10:30 am - A. Tilford
10:30 am - Lisa Meyer
10:30 am - S. & L. Bernardo

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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† Israel, Walk Where He Walked 

† The Holy Land, Land of Miracles 

T

his week’s gospel is another story of one of Jesus’ miracles. The
healing of a woman with an 18 year infirmity on the Sabbath in a
synagogue is one of about 40 recorded miracles in the Bible. Here’s a
website with a chronological
View of Galilee from Mt of Beatitudes
listing of them.

When you see
this map
pointer
in Sword
Points, it
indicates sites or
towns we will
visit on our
upcoming trip to
the Holy Land!
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A large portion of our pilgrimages to Israel follow in the footsteps of Jesus and provides
many opportunities to visit the sites. Jesus’ earthly ministry centered along the Sea of
Galilee where the Lord spent most of the three years of His ministry giving more than half
of His parables and performing most of his miracles here.
On our way to the Sea of Galilee we drove through the
little town of Cana and the church commemorating his first
miracle at the wedding. Capernaum is a town on the shore
of Galilee as is the Mount
of Beatitudes with its
commanding view of the
sea.
The pool of Bethesda
and the pool of Siloam are
located in Jerusalem.
Lazarus was raised from
death in Bethany, a town
that borders Jerusalem and
the Garden of Gethsemane
is located right outside
Pool of Siloam
Jerusalem’s Golden Gate.

Israel here we come. Plans have been finalized for a life-changing pilgrimage led
by Fr. Joe to the Holy Land during the Christmas - New Year’s break. Click here for
the brochure, pricing info and details.

H

ow long had the woman Jesus healed on the
Sabbath been "crippled by a spirit?"
a) 3 years b) 10 years c) 18 years
Luke 13:10-13 NIV

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, August 18th

William Porcher Dubose

Priest, 1918
illiam Porcher DuBose is a serious candidate for the title of "greatest theologian
that the Episcopal Church in the USA has produced." He was born in South
Carolina in 1836, and attended the Military College of South Carolina (now the Citadel) in
Charleston, and the University of Virginia in Charlottesville. He
served as a chaplain in the Confederate Army, and after the War of
1861-1865 served as a parish priest. In 1871 he became a professor at
the University of the South (an Episcopal institution) in Sewanee,
Tennessee, became Dean of the School of Theology in 1894, retired in
1908, and died in 1918.
He was fluent in Greek, and well-read both in Greek philosophy
and in the early Christian fathers. Among his numerous books, the
best known are The Soteriology of The New Testament, The Gospel
in The Gospels, and The Reason of Life. (Soter is the Greek word for
"Savior", and soteriology is the branch of theology that deals with
such questions as, "What does it mean to say that Christ saves us?"
"How does his death and resurrection do us any good?" "How are the benefits of Christ's
work applied to the individual?" and so on.) A quote from one of his articles follows:
God has placed forever before our eyes, not the image but the very Person of the
Spiritual Man. We have not to ascend into Heaven to bring Him down, nor to descend into
the abyss to bring Him up, for He is with us, and near us, and in us. We have only to
confess with our mouths that He is Lord, and believe in our hearts that God has raised Him
from the dead--and raised us in Him-- and we shall live.
A good introduction to his work is A Dubose Reader, ed. Donald Armentrout (1984,
University of the South Press, Sewanee, Tennessee).
The reader who has access to a large library might also want to read The Ecumenical
Councils (1977, Gordon Press) ISBN 0-8490-1751-3.
[Remark: Since the subject of Episcopalian clergy in the Confederate Army has come
up, I will say something about a bishop who was a general: The Rt.
Rev. Maj. Gen. Leonidas K. Polk, CSA. My source is The Civil
War, A Narrative, by Shelby Foote.
Polk attended West Point, and roomed with Jefferson Davis.
Afterwards, he went into the ministry, becoming Bishop of
Louisiana. In June, 1861, he happened to be in Richmond, and called
on Davis, who promptly said: "We need good officers. I hereby
commission you as Major General in command of troops in the
Mississippi Valley." Polk, like others, assumed that the war would
be over in a matter of weeks, and did not resign his bishopric.
While acting as a general, he did not forget his concerns for the
spiritual well-being of his fellow soldiers. One night in May, 1864,
on the battlefield at Resaca, Georgia, he baptized and confirmed Gen.
John Bell Hood. Hood had lost a leg and the use of an arm at
Gettysburg and was unable to kneel, or for that matter to ride a horse unless strapped into
the saddle. Polk wanted him to sit for the service, but Hood insisted on standing while
supported by crutches. A week later Polk baptized his immediate superior, Gen. Joseph E.
Johnston of the Army of Tennessee.
On June 14, 1864, at the battle of Pine Mountain, Georgia, he was struck by a shell and
killed instantly. He was 58.
written by James Kiefer

W

What do you
think? A slight
resemblance to
Walter Von
Egidy?
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† Here We Grow Again

ast Sunday at our 10:30 am service we were honored to welcome Wyatt Alexander Rom into the household of God
through the sacrament of Baptism. Congratulations to Alexander and
Megan Rom, on the baptism of their son.

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way
makes them feel good about their
presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we
are always looking
for people who
feel called to serve
in this important
ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)

† Transforming Stewardship
“For behold, some are last who will be first and some are first who will be last.”
Luke 13:30

O
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ur standards in our society are so different from
God’s standards. We often rate or rank people
by what they have, how powerful they are, or
how successful they are. Jesus reminds
us that God will not judge us by the
same earthly standards.

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Morning Has Broken
Help Us, O Lord, to Learn Hymn Tune: St. Ethelwald
Blessed Assurance
Holy Father, Great Creator

Morning Has Broken

“M

orning Has Broken” is the best known work of Eleanor Farjeon, children’s
author and poet.
Eleanor was born in London on February 13, 1881, the daughter of a
popular novelist at the time, Benjamin Farjeon. Known as ‘Nellie’ to her
immediate family, she was a sickly child who suffered from poor eyesight
and educated at home. Her father encouraged her to write from the age of
five. She eventually earned a living as a journalist, broadcaster, writing
poetry and stories and counted among her friends the celebrated D H
Lawrence and Walter de la Mare.
“Morning Has Broken” was written in 1931 for an old Scottish tune
called Bunessan, a village on the Island of Mull. It was there that a Gaelic
only speaking crofter, Mary MacDonald [1789-1872], composed a
Christmas Carol Leanabh an Aigh later translated into English as the
popular Child in the Manger.
“Morning Has Broken” was originally published in the second edition of
Songs of Praise [1931]. Songs of Praise was widely used in schools and its
editor, Percy Dearmer, later wrote of how the compilers wanted a hymn to
give thanks for each day, so Eleanor Farjeon was "asked to make a poem to fit the lovely
Scottish tune." It was later published in her anthology called Children’s Bells [1957] under
its correct title “A Morning Song” - for the First Day of Spring.
Her poem achieved international fame when it was
included in Cat Stevens’ 1971 album Teaser & the
Firecat. Stevens had asked his friend Rick Wakeman
to write a piano accompaniment for the track. It
became a hit, rising high in the charts in the UK and in
the USA.
Though “Morning Has Broken” is clearly a hymn
for children it has an appeal for adults too. It praises
God for the sights and sounds of the new day and
likens each dawn to the very first day in the Garden of
Eden.
Eleanor Farjeon died on the June 5, 1965. During
her lifetime she won many prestigious literary awards
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† Scholarly Speaking
What Do We Mean by Canonical Scripture? (A Summer Rerun)

O

ur word “canon” comes from the Greek name of a particular kind of
reed that was noted for the straightness of its main stem, and thus came
to be used for drawing or testing a straight line. In time the term came to be used
for a rule or standard, and came into Christian usage with three related meanings.
A canon might be a law of the church, it might be the title of a clergyman (or
sometimes a lay official) attached to a major church (usually a cathedral) which
was governed by its own body of rules, or it might be applied to those writings
which were considered inspired and therefore the standard of belief. Obviously
it is the last meaning which concerns us here.
If, especially for the Old Testament, we look at the Bibles of various Christian and
Jewish traditions, there would seem to be a significant lack of any agreed rule as to what
books (or parts of books) are actually recognized. To start with the Hebrew Bible, the Law Genesis through Deuteronomy - and the books known as the Prophets - Joshua, Judges, I
and II Samuel, I and II Kings, as well as the sixteen books named after prophets were all treated as authoritative by the time of Christ. Most of the remaining books the Writings - had varying degrees of acceptance at that time,
though some, especially the Psalms, seem to have been regarded
as Canonical by then also. By the end of the second Christian
century there seems to have been general agreement in main
stream Judaism that the Books listed in Article VII of Religion*
and found in nearly all Protestant Bibles, were their canon of
Scripture (although the order of the books was often different).
The problem is that there was also a Greek version of the Old
Testament (the Septuagint) that differed from the Hebrew by including
several books that were ultimately rejected by the Palestinian Jews. †
However the LXX was widely used by Greek speaking Jews by the
time of Christ. Since the majority of early Christians were also Greek
speaking, they tended to regard this as their Bible, and this is the
version usually quoted in the New Testament.
In the Orthodox Churches the entire LXX is accepted as the canonical Old Testament.
In the Roman Catholic Church Jerome’s translation of the Bible into Latin (the Vulgate)
drew (for the Old Testament) on both Greek and Hebrew sources, and in the process he
retained as canonical a significant portion of the additional LXX material, but placed a few
other books in an appendix with the label ‘Apocrypha’ from the Greek for hidden or
obscure. Thus, by the end of the fifth century the Christian church had come to substantial
agreement on the canon of the Old Testament.
Although discussion started at Nicaea, agreement on the New Testament
canon came at about the same time, but was based on a more direct evaluation
of the content of the books, rather than on competing Jewish traditions. Some
books (notably Revelation) were considered doubtful until fairly late in the
process, while other writings which were included in earlier copies of Christian
Scripture (such as the Epistle of Clement) were not in the end considered part
of the canon, but continued to be read as sources of Christian teaching. In
recent years archaeologists have discovered ‘lost gospels’ attributed to Peter,
Thomas, Judas, and others. These are genuinely ancient documents (first to
third century) in some cases, but they seem to have simply failed to gain a
following, so that people stopped copying them.§
The Reformation had no effect on the status of the New Testament canon,
but it led to a new look at the Old Testament. It will be remembered that the first issue for
Luther was the widespread abuse linked with Indulgences and
Purgatory. One of the justifications cited for these trachings was
2 Maccabees 12:38-46, and apparently he decided to neutralize
this argument by restricting his canon to the Hebrew Bible. He
did not, however, remove these books from his German Bible but
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Canons

did place them in a separate section with a note indicating that they were valuable to read
but did not have the same authority as the other books. Other Reformers followed suit and
we find for example that the King James Bible and its English predecessors (including the
Calvinist Geneva Bible) adopted the same practice. Today most English Bibles are
available with or without the Apocrypha, but it may be necessary to make a special request
for it.
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

D

o you have a question you

*Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth,
would like answered by our
The First Book of Samuel, The Second Book of Samuel, The First Book
Scholar-in-Residence?
Send your
of Kings, The Second Book of Kings, The First Book of Chronicles, The
Second Book of Chronicles, The First Book of Esdras, The Second Book
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
of Esdras, The Book of Esther, The Book of Job, The Psalms, The
historical or other inquiries to:
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes or Preacher, Cantica, or Songs of Solomon, Four
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
Prophets the greater, Twelve Prophets the less.
† Known as the Septuagint (abbr. LXX) because of the tradition that it was
prepared by seventy scholars. These books (or parts of books) are also
listed in Article VII: The Third Book of Esdras, The Fourth Book of Esdras, The Book of Tobias, The Book of
Judith, The Song of the Three Children, The Story of Susanna, Of Bel and the Dragon, The rest of the Book of
Esther, The Book of Wisdom, Jesus the Son of Sirach, Baruch the Prophet, The Prayer of Manasses, The First
Book of Maccabees, The Second Book of Maccabees.
‡ This comprises the conclusion of a prose sentence (or major clause) with two metrical feet. In Latin this very
often took the form of a dactyl and a trochee (lóng-short-short/lóng-long) but due to the different structure of the
language other variants (such as ending with an accented syllable) are more common in English. Stella Brooks,
The Language of the Book of Common Prayer, Deutsch, 1965, passim
§ Dan Brown and other sensationalist writers like to suggest that there was a great conspiracy to suppress them.
There may well be some truth to this – some of these books do contain ideas that had been generally rejected by
the time of Nicaea -- but contrary to a popular TV commercial, ancient copyists had neither Xerox machines, nor
even primitive printing presses, so would save their efforts for the most interesting material.

† How to Be Generous

by Mari-Anna Stålnacke

D

o you know how to be generous? Or are you stingy with time, money or
possessions? We are naturally selfish; being generous is foreign to us. We think
we will ensure our well-being if we store money or keep stuff. But that’s not how it works.
We are not in control of future. We are not in control of
happiness. We are not in control of well-being. But blessedly
that’s not the end of the story. We are not doomed.
The world of the generous gets larger and larger; the world of
the stingy gets smaller and smaller. (Proverbs 11:24, MSG)
Being selfish never brings happiness. Sharing is always
better. But even if we want to be generous we don’t quite
succeed. We do need help. But help is readily available in Jesus.
There is, at least for me, only one way to be truly generous. It
happens when I am truly saturated with Jesus. When I am fully
embraced by grace, I can see the world as God sees the world.
“What I’m trying to do here is get you to relax, not be so preoccupied with getting so
you can respond to God’s giving. People who don’t know God and the way he works fuss
over these things, but you know both God and how he works. Steep yourself in God-reality,
God-initiative, God-provisions. You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met.
Don’t be afraid of missing out. You’re my dearest friends! The Father wants to give you
the very kingdom itself. “Be generous. Give to the poor. Get yourselves a bank that can’t
go bankrupt, a bank in heaven far from bank robbers, safe from embezzlers, a bank you can
bank on. It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place where your treasure is, is the place you will most
want to be, and end up being. (Luke 12:29-34, MSG, emphasis added)
When we open up to Jesus, our hands open to give. When we are steeped in God,
gracious generosity settles in us.
When I am one with God, I understand everything is a gift from God. When I am filled
with the Holy Spirit, I am sure God will always take care of me. And suddenly –
miraculously – I can be generous with my time, money and possessions.
Grace enlarges us.

Grace empowers us.

Grace frees us to be generous.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
The Infirm Woman
2002
Louis Glanzman

O

n a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there
who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could
not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her,
“Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” Then he put his hands on her, and
immediately she straightened up and praised God. Indignant because Jesus had healed on
the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six days for work. So
come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” The Lord answered him, “You
hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and
lead it out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom
Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what
bound her?” When he said this, all his opponents
were humiliated, but the people were delighted
with all the wonderful things he was doing.
This is the last time in Luke that Jesus appears
in a synagogue. The mention of the spirit is
important, because the woman's opponent is not
merely mortality or the natural process of aging but
a spiritual agent. The age of her condition
indicates how serious it is. Again, Jesus takes the
initiative - a significant act in a culture that tended
to shun women. Again, He shows his authority.
Louis Glanzman was born in 1922, raised in
the farmlands of Virginia, and is a self-educated
artist. He began his career at the age of sixteen as
a comic book illustrator. During the 50's he
illustrated numerous children's books, including
the popular 'Pippi Longstocking' series. Noted as
one of America's most prolific illustrators and
acclaimed portrait painters he is deeply proud of
his many historical paintings. Recently, his 13
portrait series of the Women of the New Testament
became the basis for a book of spiritual reflections
entitled 'Soul Sisters.' More of his work can be
seen at http://www.louisglanzman.com.

T
† Ladies to

14

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Job, starting
Tuesday, September, 9th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
The worst possible calamities have befallen
Job:
financial ruin, his children's death, an
Study Job in September
agonizing disease. And a disaster worse than
these: The God who was once his friend is
now silent and the apparent cause of his
sufferings. What is God doing? Is He really
as good and loving and powerful and just as
Job has always believed? Here is a book for
anyone who has ever suffered unexplained
tragedy and wants to wrestle to a deeper
intimacy with God.
Come study with us and become more
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11 am.
Please register by August 5th, by calling or
emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

St. John's Episcopal Church in Sandy Hook to Close

T

he small stone Episcopal church in the center of Sandy Hook will
close this fall. The congregation, which so immediately opened its
church doors to neighbors and strangers
seeking solace in prayer after the school
massacre in December 2012, made the
difficult decision earlier this year. The final
service at St. John's, Sandy Hook, will be
September 7, 2016.
Bishop Laura J. Ahrens accompanied the
parish during its discernment. "I have been
honored to share in ministry with the people
at St. John's," she said. "While I'm sad that
St. John's will be closing her doors, I know
that the discernment process has been
prayerful and thoughtful and that this is the
most faithful decision the congregation
could make at this time. I truly believe God
is calling them to share their compassionate
hearts with other worshipping communities in the Newtown area."
Bishop Ahrens will preside and preach at the closing service in
September.
Read more here.

I

n which year of the reign of Josiah did the
word of the Lord first come to Jeremiah?
a) 5th b) 13th c) 21st
Jeremiah 1:1-2 NIV

A

bout three weeks ago after one our summer thunderstorms the volume on our 19year-old electronic carillon (bell sounds that come from our tower) suddenly
dropped about 90%, to a level barely discernable in the
neighborhood. A call to the manufacturer revealed that
“Should you want one of
our service engineers to
come out to evaluate your carillon
the charge would be $495. This
includes the travel charge and one
hour of on-site time. Additional time necessary to evaluate
the Carillon in excess of one hour is charged at $148.00 per
hour. One thing to keep in mind with a carillon of this age
would be the parts ---- Unfortunately, many parts are just
no longer available.”
Well we went a different route. We got a service
engineer on the phone and asked a bunch of questions ($0).
Then David Szen & Dave Allen did some testing and
poking around and diagnosed the problem ($0) as a blown
amplifier. Bill Schrull then confirmed the diagnosis with a
guitar amp and then located an amplifier ($0) that was no
longer being used and installed it ($0).
Estimated savings $900-$1,000.
That deserves a ringing “Thank You.”
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† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible
study! It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark
for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way
around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement
of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps
us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message
that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as
much as it did to the church of yesterday. All the studies are
available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.

The Single Plank
Jul 20, 2016 | Food For Thought

W

hen Mr. M’Laren of Edinburgh was dying, Mr. Gustart, his associate
pastor, paid him a visit, and inquired of him, “What are you now
doing, my brother?” The strong and earnest response of the dying minister
was, “I’ll tell you what I am doing, brother; I am gathering together all my
prayers, all my sermons, all my good deeds, all my ill deeds; and I am going
to throw them all overboard, and swim to glory on the single plank of free
grace.”
- from “Death-bed Scenes: Or, Dying With and Without Religion, Designed to
Illustrate the Truth and Power of Christianity”, Edited by Davis Wasgatt
Clark, 1851.

News you won’t read in the newspaper

16

† Electronic Giving

S

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking / savings account or your credit /
debit card. Our new electronic giving program
offers convenience for you and provides much
needed donation consistency for our congregation. There is no cost
to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if you
choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is simple
using the following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
Click on the “Give Online” button at the top left of the first page.
Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.
After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your
contribution.
Summer Sunday
School meets each
week at 10:30 am.
Join the fun!

“Transforming Lives Through
Jesus”
St. Paul’s Church
Brookfield, Connecticut
Saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Healing on the Sabbath
Jeremiah 1:4-10
rom the Hebrew scriptures we hear the story of the calling of Jeremiah to be a prophet of
the Lord. Jeremiah protests that he is inadequate to the task, but the Lord promises to be
with him. He has been chosen to prophesy destruction and exile for Judah. Yet he will also help
his people find faith that can survive without city and sanctuary until they are one day brought
back to Jerusalem.
Psalm 71:1-6
A prayer that God will continue to be one’s refuge and stronghold.
Hebrews 12:18-29
In this epistle lesson disciples are said to stand, not before Mount Sinai, but before Mount
Zion of the heavenly Jerusalem. Theirs is an unshakable kingdom. The covenant at Sinai was
made in terror. Through the covenant brought about by Jesus’ sacrifice, the new people become
God’s children. Not to heed the voice of Christ, however, is more
dangerous than it was not to hear God’s words spoken through
Luke 13:10-17
Moses. The God of fire who shook the earth at Sinai will shake
earth and heaven once more. Only what is unshaken will remain.
This lesson invites all of us who seek to follow
Luke 13:10-17
Jesus today to ponder the ways in which our
In our gospel lesson Jesus, on the
own rules, customs, and habits of what is right
Sabbath day, heals a long-suffering
woman from an infirmity she has had
and proper have in fact become "Bad News"
for many years. The effect of Jesus’
for the poor, the blind, and the oppressed laying on of hands is immediate. Rather
than rejoicing at the blessing received
and to break those bonds so that we might
by the woman, the official in the place
ourselves be proclaimers of Good News of
of worship protests Jesus’ trespass
against one traditional understanding of
release, recovery, and freedom.
Sabbath regulations, an argument apparently current in Jesus’
time. Jesus sharply contrasts these rules with kindness routinely
shown to animals, shaming the official and causing all to marvel at his words and deeds.

F

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

J

† Sermon Shorts

esus comes to establish peace by bringing division. But
division brings unity.To replay all our sermons, audio
and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check
out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilities.
.....Fresh expressions of the church in Connecticut; and
missional experiments.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Students preparing to enter schools, colleges,
universities, and seminaries; school, college, and
university chaplains; all campus ministries; the Committee on Higher Education.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex,
Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Egypt; the people of Jamaica; our sister and brother members of the
Mission of Full Gospel - Christian Open Door.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in
Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service; and Jim
serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food
Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of August.
.....Wilton Baptist Church, a congregational partner of
the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing
of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery.
.....Family and friends in Turkey, safety and protection from persecution.
Sandy Chaleski, for healing of her back, and better pain control.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....The Unity of the Church.
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Small Pleasures (Μικρές Χαρές)
nce upon a time in a country far far
away a boy lived, very different
from all the others. His name was
Eftichis. Everything ran smoothly in his
life until one day, many many years ago
an incident made him see life from a
different perspective. And suddenly, a
big secret was revealed.

O
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Totally Random
Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ... that
six or more keys on
a keyring can be distinguished
from each other by
coloring the keys using
only two colors, but
rings of three, four, or
five keys require
more colors?

I

'm a Christian But I'm Totally Not... (BuzzFeed Parody).

Check out the video above… The best way to defeat
stereotypes about Christians is to make yourself guilty of those
stereotypes by reinforcing those stereotypes.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, , John
Sarver, Joe Shepley,
Sarah Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill and
Alan Villaverde.
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