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† Engaging All that Awaits Us Each Day with Hope
In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence.

(Proverbs 14:26)

Dear Friends,

G

od-confidence, an inner state of spiritual strength of peace and joy, allows us to engage
all that awaits us each day with hope. For some, the day ahead can seem
overwhelming. For others, how we are to live may appear unclear. That is why God has
rolled out endless promises through the Word, a light to enlighten our daily path (Psalm
119:105).
Walking strong in God's love each moment is the way to live as followers of Christ, and the
world around us takes notice as we rely upon that inner compass providing spiritual
direction. We can act, as opposed to react, to the day's events, pouring love into the lives of
others without measure because this strength comes from God.
Just as Christ's purpose was to "bring us to God" (1 Peter 3:18), may we direct another
today to the love of the Savior in thought, word and deed.
Faithfully,

† Who Am I? (God knows)

by John Tuthhill

"The call to discipleship is a gift of grace and that call is inseparable from
grace." - Dietrich Bonhoeffer

S

earching for someone who did "count the cost of discipleship" and yet
seemingly never hesitated at the great price, Dietrich Bonhoeffer is a
shinning example as a true and modern disciple.
His life story shows that he must indeed have been "fearfully and wonderfully
made" as our Psalm for this Sunday says we are. He is best known for his
bravery in the resistance movement within Nazi Germany. But Bonhoeffer's
walk even during the less well-known points of his life which he may never
have ever expected noticed for are equally impressive. Some examples and
lesser-known highlights from his life:
* He had a wonderfully strong example in his grandmother: When the
German government required a one-day boycott of all Jewish-owned businesses
in 1933, his grandmother beat her way through a line of SS officers blocking her way to
defiantly buy strawberries from a Jewish store - which she did.
* At 14, Bonhoeffer announced matter-of-factly to his parents that he was going to
become a theologian, although he was so gifted at the piano he had been expected to pursue
a career in music.
* Bonhoeffer went out of his way to teach a confirmation class in what he described as
“about the worst area of Berlin,” and even moved into that neighborhood specifically to do
it. Later, while a student at Union Theological Seminary in New York City, he traveled uptown to regularly attend the Abyssinian Baptist Church in Harlem where he taught Sunday
school as well as an adult Bible study at the Abyssinian Baptist Church on 138th Street.
* While at the Seminary in New York City, Bonhoeffer expressed disappointment with
the preaching he heard there: “One may hear sermons in New York upon almost any
subject; one only is never handled, . . . namely, the gospel of Jesus Christ, of the cross, of
sin and forgiveness. . . . ”
* Bonhoeffer directed an illegal seminary for two and a half years until it was closed by
the Gestapo. The seminary trained pastors for the “Confessing Church,” a group
Bonhoeffer and others had formed as an alternative to the Nazi-influenced German Reich
Church. It was at this seminary that he developed his classic work titled, "The Cost of
Discipleship."
* Toward the end of the war as a prisoner at Tegel Prison, allied bombing raids over
Berlin did not rattle his peace and this deeply impressed his fellow prisoners. Prisoners and
even guards used all kinds of excuses to get near him and find the comfort of exchanging a
few words with him during the bombings.
Here are two inspired quotes that survive from Dietrich Bonhoeffer;
“Who am I? They mock me, these lonely questions of mine.
Whoever I am, Thou knowest, 0 God, I am Thine!” (See the video of the poem below)
And, an interesting thought on evangelism:
“Jesus himself did not try to convert the two thieves on the cross; he waited until one of
them turned to him.”
“Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching of
forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion
without confession.... Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross,
grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.”
-Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Thanks be to God!
In July 1944, less than a year before Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s execution he wrote a poignant and selfprobing poem called, “Who Am I?” that was found
after his death in his Letters and Papers from Prison.
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† Happy Birthday to You!

V

ianna Schappach celebrates today! Friday is the big day
for Linda Ready. Rich Baldelli will be opening
presents on Saturday. Lawrence Lapp & Rachel Chaleski will
be another year older and wiser on Sunday. Karen Brown & Tom Tucker
will be blowing out candles on Monday. . Have a blessed day everyone!

† Things You Need to Know for this Week
 1. St. Paul’s Own Youth Group mission trip
presentation will be held next Sunday, September
11th between the services. See page 4 for more
info.
 2. The Rector’s Forum will resume on
September 18th on John’s Gospel.
 3. The Rev. Julie Mudge will be our preacher and celebrant this Sunday.
 4. Monday is Labor Day. That means the Office is closed … there is no Men’s Bible
Study (see you next week) … there is no Stephen Ministry meeting (see you in two
weeks) … and there is no Christian Caring meeting (see you next week).

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Sept 1 Sat, Sept 3

-

Sun, Sept 4

-

Mon, Sept 5 Tues, Sept 6 Wed, Sept 7 Thu, Sept 8 -

Sat, Sept 10

-

6:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

8:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

9:15 am
6:00 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
1:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
2:00 pm

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Sept 11 -

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Labor Day
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
Peter Delaventura Burial Service
Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Mission Trip Presentation, Crocker Hall
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group Kickoff Event
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A

ctor Tom Bair will perform the entire Gospel
According to St. Mark in this free event in our
sanctuary on Friday evening, Sept. 23 at 7:30 pm.
“It is exciting to hear this Gospel
verbally as if the eyewitness had just
touched us on the arm, eager to share
his story,” says Rev. Joseph Shepley,
Rector of St. Paul’s. “In 'St. Mark’s
Gospel,' Bair uses all of his
considerable gifts to create a brilliant
theatrical experience that we hope the
public will both enjoy and be inspired
by.”
On Saturday at 10 am in our
parish hall we will explore together
the genius of this Gospel and its
overall impact by looking at the
narrative technique and literary forms that shape its
stunning effect, especially when heard and/or read in its
entirety.

Mark’s Gospel Is Coming
to St. Paul’s.
September 23 & 24

Known for it’s immediacy and directness, St. Mark’s
Gospel had, until about 30 years ago, been regarded in
biblical scholastic circles as something of a poor cousin’ to
Luke and Matthew. Now it is being appreciated anew for its
simplicity, uniqueness and power as a storytelling event.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

Name Tags - Please
be courteous to your
fellow parishioners,
to newcomers,
visiting clergy and guests by
extending a warm welcome to them
and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well. It’s the neighborly thing
to do!
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† Make Up Your Mind

by Steve Hemming

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.
For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. ” James 1:5-8

D

ouble-minded is defined as wavering or undecided in mind. Similarly, doubt
implies a conflict within oneself, involves hesitating, being divided in decision
making, or wavering between hope and fear. If we are to serve God wholeheartedly by
faith, we need to be decisive in all our endeavors. As we are led by Holy Spirit, we must
doubt nothing (See Acts 11:12). Jesus tells us in Matthew 21:21; “Assuredly, I say to you, if
you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also
if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ it will be done.” How
can we loose doubt and double-mindedness from our thought processes, and bind our
thinking to the mind of Christ and possess the kind of faith that moves mountains? It all
comes down to having true intimacy with the Lord.
If we do not have a strong relationship with God, we will not have a rock-solid, steadfast
faith. In James 4:7-8, the Apostle Paul offers sound wisdom for developing and
maintaining an integral relationship
with the Lord; “Therefore submit to
God. Resist the devil and he will
flee from you. Draw near to God
and He will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners;
and purify your hearts, you doubleminded.”
Submit to God
We are all familiar with the
Romans 8:31 verse; “If God is for
us, who can be against us?” In
light of this truth, a question we
may need to ask ourselves, is; Are
we for God? Or, against Him? In
Luke 11:23, Jesus declares “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not
gather with Me scatters.” In order to develop our faith, we need to be wholly subservient to
the Lord, just like Jesus was dependent upon the Father, and did only what He saw Him do.
For in God alone, we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28). And apart from Him,
we can do nothing (John 15:5).
Resist the devil
Satan continually attempts to divert our minds off of God and onto man, our flesh, and
the things of this world. His ultimate strategy is to destroy us by getting us to focus on and
act out our carnal desires. It’s what we choose to set our minds upon that will determine our
ability to overcome the wiles of the enemy. If we are to overcome, we must set our minds
on the things of Holy Spirit, as Paul describes in 8:5-7; “For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the
things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life
and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law
of God, nor indeed can be.”
Our Lord Jesus, recognizing this carnal mentality within Peter, rebuked him when he
tried to tell the Lord that He wouldn’t die the type of death He had prophesied, saying; “Get
behind Me, Satan! For you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of
men” (Mark 8:33). Because our life is hidden with Christ, we are to set our minds on things
above, not on things on the earth (Colossians 3:2-3, see also Philippians 4:8).
(Continued on page 6)

5

(Continued from page 5)

Make Up Your Mind

Draw Near to God
In Matthew 22:37, Jesus commands us; “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” As we fix our mind on our God, with
adoration and trusting love, He will keep us in perfect peace (Isaiah 26:3). For His
lovingkindness is better than life (Psalm 63:3), and in His presence is fullness of joy (Psalm
16:11).
As we receive the full measure of our Father’s love that He willingly bestows on us, His
perfect love will cast out fear within us (1 John 4:18). The Word in Romans 8:15 tells us
when God chose us to be His children, we did not receive the spirit of bondage again to
fear, but we received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” In place
of fear, God has given us power, love, and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). It is a sound
mind that is able to make decisions based on faith without wavering when confronted by
fear.
Cleanse Ourselves from Sin
In order to break free from sin that might be contributing to doubt and doublemindedness, we must open ourselves up to God and allow Him direct access into our inner
most being, where He will search our heart, and test our mind, and based on our ways, He
will give each of us according to the fruit we bear (Jeremiah 17:10). King David asked God
in Psalm 26:2; “Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; Try my mind and my heart,” and he
beseeched our Lord again in Psalm 139:23-24; “Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try
me, and know my anxieties; and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting.”
To remove the sin that God reveals to us, we need to put off our former unholy conduct,
and the “old man” within, which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be
renewed in the spirit of our mind. We are to put on the new man which was created
according to God, in true righteousness and holiness (Ephesians 4:22-24). By not allowing
ourselves to be conformed any longer to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
our minds in Christ Jesus, we will know what the good, acceptable, and perfect will of our
God (Romans 12:2).
Purify Our Hearts
By ourselves and under our own strength, we cannot obtain a pure heart, but when we
ask for God’s forgiveness, He will wash away our sins, as written in 1 John 1:9; “If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” The Lord will remove our impurities as we humbly approach Him to
create within us a pure heart, and renew a steadfast spirit in us (Psalm 51:10). Additionally,
as we seek the Lord with an undivided
heart, He will teach us His way, and we
will be able to walk in truth (Psalm
86:11).
As we develop and nourish a loving,
trusting, and intimate relationship with
our Lord, where no secrets are hid, any
doubt or double-mindedness we may have
had, will be supplanted by life-changing
faith. As a result of this study of God’s
word, I’ve made up my mind. In the
name of Jesus Christ, I cast off all doubt,
fear, and double-mindedness. By faith, I
choose this day to wholly believe God, for
with Him, all things are possible (Mark
10:27). Will you join me?
“For truly, I say to you, if you have
faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to
there,’ and it will move, and nothing will
be impossible for you.” Matthew 17:20
6

St. Paul’s OWN Youth Group would like to
invite you all to join us on Sunday, September
11th for the mission trip sponsorship event.
It will take place between the 8 o'clock and
10:30 services, from about 9:15-10:15 am in
Crocker Hall. Breakfast will be provided, along with a slideshow of
pictures from the trip and personal testimonies from the students
that participated. Please save this date and time on your calendar.
We look forward to reconnecting with you all.

“L

ord, you have searched me out and known me; you know my
sitting down and my rising
up; you discern my thoughts from afar.”
Even for those (or perhaps, especially
for those) trying to be faithful stewards,
God’s discerning our thoughts from
afar has to give us pause. How can we
possibly keep our minds thinking and
acting in the way God would have us
respond to life? How are you doing
with prayer, study, service to others,
giving, and being faithful in community
worship and activity.

P

† Coffee Hour Hosts Needed

lease consider hosting a Sunday morning Coffee Hour for Saint
Paul's. We are especially looking for people after the 8:00 am
service. It's fun and easy plus you will only host three times a year! It's a
wonderful, sharing ministry that doesn't take a lot of your time, but is still
most rewarding. Please contact Mary Allen at Chamla@Charter.net or call
203-775-6633 for information or to sign up. Thanks everyone!

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sept 4th
Sept 11th
Sept 18th

8 am - H. Melody
10:30 am - S. & L. Bernardo
8 am - Youth Group 10:30 am -Marie Williams
8 am - Joan Boehm 10:30 am - Christine Domareck

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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† Labor Day

A

lmighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects,
for good or ill, all other lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not
for self alone, but for the common good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor,
make us mindful of the rightful aspirations of other workers, and arouse our concern for
those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

L

abor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the labor movement and is
dedicated to the social and economic achievements of American workers. It
constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions workers have made to the strength,
prosperity and well-being of our country.
The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on
Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City,
in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union.
The Central Labor Union held their second Labor Day
holiday just a year later. In 1884, the first Monday in
September was selected as the holiday, as originally
proposed. The idea spread with the growth of labor
organizations and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in
many industrial centers of the country.
The form that the observance and celebration of Labor
Day should take was outlined in the first proposal of the holiday - a street parade to exhibit
to the public “the strength and esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations” of the
community, followed by a festival for the recreation and amusement of the workers and
their families. Speeches by prominent men and women were introduced later as more
emphasis was placed upon the economic and civic significance of the holiday. Still later, by
a resolution of the American Federation of Labor Convention of 1909, the Sunday preceding
Labor Day was adopted as Labor Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual and educational
aspects of the labor movement.
Although Labor Day is a secular day, a number of organizations and houses of worship
express good wishes for the day with prayers.
Prayer of Blessing the Work of Our Hands
Blessed be the works of your hands,
O Holy One.
Blessed be these hands that have touched life.
Blessed be these hands that have nurtured creativity.
Blessed be these hands that have held pain.
Blessed be these hands that have embraced with passion.
Blessed be these hands that have tended gardens.
Blessed be these hands that have planted new seeds.
Blessed be these hands that have harvested ripe fields.
Blessed be these hands that have cleaned, washed, mopped, scrubbed.
Blessed be these hands that have become knotty with age.
Blessed be these hands that are wrinkled and scarred from doing justice.
Blessed be these hands that have reached out and been received.
Blessed be these hands that hold the promise of the future.
Blessed be the works of your hands.
O Holy One.
Amen.

G

od sent Jeremiah to a man's house, to give him his
message. When Jeremiah arrived there, what was
the man doing?
Jeremiah 18:1-4 NIV
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Sunday School and Youth Group Kick-Off!

W

elcome back everyone! We want to invite you to join us on Sunday, September 11th
for the Sunday School and Youth Group kick-off events.

The festivities will begin with the youth group hosting the mission trip sponsorship event
from 9:15-10:00 am, between the two services in Crocker Hall. All are welcome to come
enjoy some breakfast, see a slideshow of pictures from the trip and hear personal
testimonies from those that participated.
Sunday School classes will begin during the 10:30 service, including a new class for grades
7-12. This class will be in lieu of a weekly Sunday afternoon youth group lesson.
Registration materials for all levels will be passed out with the bulletins at the beginning of
the service. Please fill out the information and send it along with your child or place it in
the offering plate to return it to us.
Finally, the youth group will be meeting to kick off
their new year with mini-golf and ice cream from 2-4
pm. All students in grades 7-12 are welcome.

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, September 1st

Making Medicine (David Pendelton Oakerhater)

Deacon & Missionary, 1931
aking Medicine (later, David Pendleton Oakerhater-- born around
1850) was a warrior and leader of the Cheyenne Indians of
Oklahoma, and led a corps of fighters against the United States
government in a dispute over Indian land rights. In 1875 he and 27
other military leaders were taken prisoner by the U S Army and sent
to Castillo de San Marcos (a military post in Florida). There, thanks
to the efforts of a concerned Army captain, they learned English, were
encouraged to earn money by giving art and archery lessons to
visitors, and encountered the Christian faith. Making Medicine and
three others were moved to become Christians and to go north to
study for the ministry. Making Medicine was baptized in Syracuse,
New York, in 1878, and ordained to the diaconate in 1881. He
returned to Oklahoma and there founded schools and missions, and
continued to work among his people until his death on August 31,
1931. When he first returned to Oklahoma in 1881, he said:
"You all know me. You remember when I led you out to war I
went first, and what I told you was true. Now I have been away to the
East and I have learned about another captain, the Lord Jesus Christ,
and he is my leader. He goes first, and all He tells me is true. I come
back to my people to tell you to go with me now in this new road, a war
that makes all for peace."
Also see "From Warrior to Saint" at the Oklahoma State University library.

M

Summer Sunday School
meets each week at 10:30
am. Join the fun!
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† Scholarly Speaking
Lost Feasts of August

T

he English Prayer Books (and specifically 1662 - still the official Book in England)
retained a number of traditional lesser feasts that were all dropped in the first
American Books, and while a number of these have been restored in our current BCP, and
many more added, several others never did find an official place in our church. Two of
these, which fall in August, recall New Testament events and thus have some claim to our
interest.
The first of these, labeled “Lammas Day,” falls on August 1st and despite its peculiar
title, marks “St. Peter’s chains” or “St. Peter ad vincula”, recalling the miraculous release of
Peter from prison recorded in Acts, as well as the traditional chaining of Peter
during his imprisonment in Rome.* A quick Google search shows a number
of English Churches with this name, and indication of the historical popularity
of this feast. Of these, the best known are the Chapel Royal at the Tower of
London (which also serves as the local parish church) and York Minster (the
Archbishop of York’s Cathedral), usually cited simply as St. Peter’s, but
officially having the longer title.
But what about that word “Lammas”? The term is a simplification of the
Anglo-Saxon ‘hlafmass’ (loafmass) and refers to the celebration of the wheat
harvest in Northern Europe. Originally a preChristian observance in Celtic religion, it was
carried over into Christian usage and marked by the
offering and blessing of loaves made from the newly
harvested wheat. In some places it was customary to divide
the blessed loaf into four parts and place them in the four
corners of a barn as a protection for the crops stored there.
It was also a traditional time for the payment of rents and
church tithes (appropriate as both were normally paid in
kind, using the freshly harvested wheat). Perhaps more
suitable for St. Peter (whom Christ commanded, “feed my sheep”) is the ancient custom at
York Minster of having the people mark the day by presenting a lamb at the mass.
The second feast commemorates the event described in Matthew 14:1-12 - the
beheading (decollation) of John the Baptist. Again, there are churches in England
with this title, ‡ though they do not seem especially numerous, but the story has
some obvious fascination, as witness the Oscar Wilde play, Salome, and the
Strauss opera of the same name based on the play. In this case, the commentary
on the calendar put out by the Liturgical Commission§ as part of their presentation
of the 1979 BCP, does refer to the feast but rejects it on the basis that it is the birth
that is important to Christian history. I frankly find this a weak explanation for the
omission of a Biblical event which clearly touched our Lord himself, especially in
view of the number of obscure names that were added to our calendar.
I have complained in the past about the cluttering of our liturgical calendar, but
Biblical clutter seems to me to be the least objectionable kind.
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
*

This event is cited in the legend for the feast in the breviary, and tells us that this is the chain
preserved at the church of that name in Rome, and that the day of the feast marks the dedication of that
church. This can be found in: Frank Gavin, ed. The Anglican Breviary, Mt Sinai, NY, 1955, p. E327.
†
One antiquary has suggested that lammas actuall is derived from ‘lambmsass’ but his seems unlikely. On the
other hand the similarity may have led to the selection of the same day for the presentation of the lambs. John
Brady, Clavis Calendarium, 1812, cited in Patheos, s.v. Lammas, where
did it come from,
o you have a question you
a student of liturgy, I find it interesting that this is one of three
would like answered by our ‡feastsAswhere
many MS copies of the Sarum breviary include special
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
directions for when this is the titular feast – even though all m the copies
were written for use in churches with other names – the copyists were
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
probably just being thorough, but it does suggest an interest in these feasts
historical or other inquiries to:
that went beyond churches with that dedication.
§
Regrettably this part of my library is currently inaccessible, and I
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
cannot provide a specific reference.

D
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple.”
Luke 14:33

W

hen we first hear this statement, it seems that
Jesus is making an unrealistic demand upon us.
How can we renounce all of our possessions? We need
them to live. However, what we must renounce is the belief
that they belong to us. Everything that we have belongs to
God alone. All of our resources are entrusted to us not only
for our own use, but also so that we can help others. Once
we renounce the idea that we possess or are entitled to
anything, it is much easier to share the many gifts that God
has given us. Then we truly are His Disciples.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition

Qumran Pottery
ca. 1
Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority. Mariana Salzberg, photographer

“"

Come, go down to the potter's house, and there I will let you hear my words." So I
went down to the potter's house, and there he was working at his wheel. The
vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter's hand, and he reworked it into
another vessel, as seemed good to him. Then the word of the LORD came to me: Can I not
do with you, O house of
Israel, just as this potter has
done? says the LORD. Just
like the clay in the potter's
hand, so are you in my hand,
O house of Israel.”
-- Jeremiah 18:2-6
"The pottery from
Qumran ...sheds a great deal
of light on the character of
the community. It suggests
that the inhabitants practiced
a deliberate and selective
policy of isolation,
manufacturing ceramic
products to suit their special
needs and concerns with
purity. It is clear that they
chose to manufacture and use
undecorated pottery instead
of fine wares. The large
number of identical,
undecorated plates, cups, and
bowls found at Qumran
contrasts sharply with
contemporary assemblages at
other sites in Judea, which
are richer and more varied in
terms of the types
represented." (Magness, 89)

T
† Ladies to

12

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Job, starting
Tuesday, September, 6th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
The worst possible calamities have befallen
Job:
financial ruin, his children's death, an
Study Job in September
agonizing disease. And a disaster worse than
these: The God who was once his friend is
now silent and the apparent cause of his
sufferings. What is God doing? Is He really
as good and loving and powerful and just as
Job has always believed? Here is a book for
anyone who has ever suffered unexplained
tragedy and wants to wrestle to a deeper
intimacy with God.
Come study with us and become more
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11 am. For
more information, call or email, Debbi
Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.
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† Have you ever tried to walk on the waters of
the Sea of Galilee? 

When you see
this map
pointer
in Sword
Points, it
indicates sites or
towns we will
visit on our
upcoming trip to
the Holy Land!

† Mount of Beatitudes 

M

atthew (called Levi), was a former tax collector from Capernaum and was called
into the circle of twelve by Jesus. Matthew was one of the witnesses to both the
Resurrection and the Ascension, despised by the Jews and considered an outcast. It was in
this setting that Jesus called him to be one of his disciples.
Matthew gives us the following teaching of Jesus atop the mountain which overlooks the
Sea of Galilee; the Sermon on the Mount. Here are The Beatitudes:
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Imagine, if you will, sitting on that Mount overlooking the beautiful Sea of Galilee and
hearing Jesus’ words again in that setting. This is one of the most emotional experiences of
our pilgrimage to the Holy Land; a moment that
transcends this world; a moment that will take you
back to that time and that place.
Our time in Israel is such a spiritual experience;
an experience that goes beyond anything you can
possibly imagine. And while we are there, we walk
where our Savior Jesus walked. Words cannot
adequately express this feeling; it is a feeling of
hope and of peace and of connectedness with our
Lord Jesus.
If you are interested in sharing this experience
with your Christian friends, join us this winter as we
walk where Jesus walked.
May you experience His peace always. Shalom.
On September 21, we celebrate St. Matthew, the
Apostle and the Evangelist.

There is still time to join us on a life-changing pilgrimage led by Fr. Joe to the
Holy Land during the Christmas - New Year’s break. Click here for the brochure,
pricing info and details or talk with Fr. Joe or David Szen.

14

† This Sunday’s Readings
Demands of Discipleship
Jeremiah 18:1-11
n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet puts forth an allegory for God’s dealings with
Jerusalem and Judah: it is like the hands of a potter working clay. Just as the potter may
be working with a ruined piece of clay running on a wheel, so the potter may transform the clay
into a thing of grace and beauty. The Lord is the potter, and the house of Israel the clay. Should
the people amend their ways, it is within God’s power to bring about a restoration and to shape
them once more into a worthy vessel.
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
With marvelous wisdom God alone perceives the heights and depths of life.
Philemon 1-21
This reading contains most of the letter that Paul sent to Philemon asking that he receive
back in love the runaway slave Onesimus, who was voluntarily returning to him. Other
information indicates that Philemon and Onesimus came from the
community of the Colossians. Paul himself is now in prison,
Luke 14:25-33
perhaps in Rome. Onesimus means “the useful one,” and Paul
describes him as a man who has now become very useful.
So at a minimum these sayings of
Evidently he had recently been converted to
Jesus ought to draw us up short.
Christ. Paul does not speak against the
institution of slavery, but tells Philemon that
Cause us to reflect how much the
his relationship with Onesimus is changed now
choices we have already made are
that they are brothers in Christ.
Luke 14:25-33
costing us - and our planet; and to
In our gospel Jesus speaks of the necessity of
consider whether the costs of following
counting the full cost of discipleship. To
follow Jesus in the way of the cross means to
Jesus might be a better investment.
surrender the whole of one’s life. Any relationship which
interferes with this primary commitment must be hated. Jesus tells
the crowds two stories to make them consider carefully whether they are ready and able to
follow him completely.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!

W

† Sermon Shorts

hat is God's answer to impossible
situations? To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult
Take My Life, and Let it Be
Just as I Am Without One Plea
Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said

† Start Spreading the Good News!

“A

“

nd I pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective for the full knowledge of every good thing
that is in us for the sake of Christ.”
Philemon 1:6

A Christian
Alternative
to Yoga

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKO
WORKOUTS
UTS INTO
WORSHIP WITH PRAISEM
PRAISEMOVES
OVES -THE CHRISTIAN ALTERN
ALTERNATIVE
ATIVE TO YOGA

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with
Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor Drop by or Email
Mary with questions at maryperry2@me.com

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture
combine for flexibility and strength.
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† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible
study! It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark
for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way
around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement
of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps
us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message
that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as
much as it did to the church of yesterday. All the studies are
available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.

The Single Plank
Jul 20, 2016 | Food For Thought

W

hen Mr. M’Laren of Edinburgh was dying, Mr. Gustart, his associate
pastor, paid him a visit, and inquired of him, “What are you now
doing, my brother?” The strong and earnest response of the dying minister
was, “I’ll tell you what I am doing, brother; I am gathering together all my
prayers, all my sermons, all my good deeds, all my ill deeds; and I am going
to throw them all overboard, and swim to glory on the single plank of free
grace.”
- from “Death-bed Scenes: Or, Dying With and Without Religion, Designed to
Illustrate the Truth and Power of Christianity”, Edited by Davis Wasgatt
Clark, 1851.

News you won’t read in the newspaper
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilities.
.....L’Eglise de L’Epiphanie, Stamford; St. Andrew’s,
Stamford; St. Francis’, Stamford.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Those involved in the ministry of education for
Christian formation in parishes; church school and
youth group directors, teachers, and mentors; for adult education leaders.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex,
Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Greece; the people of the Principality of Lichtenstein; our sister and brother
members of the Westminster Presbyterian Church in the United States.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus
Praise Reports
Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the
 We prayed for a man in the hospital
UN peacekeeping service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force
with low oxygen levels and pneumonia.
Base in Afghanistan.
He is now home and breathing well.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread
Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket collections
 We prayed for a woman in the hospital
during the month of September.
with irregular heartbeat. Her heart is
.....Faith at Newtown, a congregational partner of the Jericho
back to normal and she was able to
Partnership.
return to Florida.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
 We prayed for a former parishioner
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
having emergency surgery. He is now
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
home doing well.
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery.
.....Family and friends in Turkey, safety and protection from
 We prayed for a man with foot bone
persecution.
bruising. He reports things are healing
Sandy Chaleski, for healing of her back, and better pain control.
in record time.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....Church Musicians and Artists.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Jeremiah 18: Not the Pot

P

ondering the implications
of the story of the prophet
Jeremiah/Jeremy's visit to the
potter's workshop. God
emerged as the one who
reserves the right, always to
change their mind.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

That moment
when you come to
church late and all
the parking
spaces are taken …...

“I should
have set
my alarm.
Oh deer!”

Totally Random Fact of the
Week!
Did you know ... that portions of the original
fabric and wood from the Wright brother’s first
successful flyer
traveled to the
surface of the moon
aboard the Apollo
11 lunar module?

Mmmmm.
Donuts!

O

ur coffee
hours are so
good …. “How
good are they?”
Well, this this
little frog in our
window well was
left to ponder how
he could come
inside.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Reyna
Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley,
Tara Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Marie
Williams, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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