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† Keep the Faith, and Pass It On
Dear Family of St. Paul's,

T

his Sunday, we have much to celebrate
surrounding our young people. Our youth
group will hold their mission trip program between
services, Sunday school registration begins and our
children's sermons resume.
Our Epistle reading in worship will be from the
Apostle Paul to his young protege, Timothy, an
example of how spiritual mentoring occurred in the early church, a mission we continue to
this day seeing ourselves as a mission post for youth.
To make a difference in the life of a young person has immeasurable results, known
ultimately only to God. As another season begins, let us keep the faith, and pass it on. For,
in Christ, we are making all things new.
Faithfully,

A

ctor Tom Bair will perform the entire Gospel
According to St. Mark in this free event in our
sanctuary on Friday evening, Sept. 23 at 7:30 pm.
“It is exciting to hear this Gospel
verbally as if the eyewitness had just
touched us on the arm, eager to share
his story,” says Rev. Joseph Shepley,
Rector of St. Paul’s. “In 'St. Mark’s
Gospel,' Bair uses all of his
considerable gifts to create a brilliant
theatrical experience that we hope the
public will both enjoy and be inspired
by.”
On Saturday at 10 am in our
parish hall we will explore together
the genius of this Gospel and its
overall impact by looking at the
narrative technique and literary forms that shape its
stunning effect, especially when heard and/or read in its
entirety.

Mark’s Gospel Is Coming
to St. Paul’s.
September 23 & 24

Known for it’s immediacy and directness, St. Mark’s
Gospel had, until about 30 years ago, been regarded in
biblical scholastic circles as something of a poor cousin’ to
Luke and Matthew. Now it is being appreciated anew for its
simplicity, uniqueness and power as a storytelling event.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

Name Tags - Please
be courteous to your
fellow parishioners,
to newcomers,
visiting clergy and guests by
extending a warm welcome to them
and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well. It’s the neighborly thing
to do!
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† Things You Need to Know for this
Week
 1. Our last Dorothy Day Ministry takes place
today (see page 6). After taking the summer office
our music ministry resumes thaeir weekly practices
tonight at 7:30 pm.
 2. A memorial service will be held on Saturday
at 11 am for Peter Delaventura. No PraiseMoves
this Saturday.
 3. St. Paul’s Own Youth Group mission trip
presentation will be held this Sunday, September
11th between the services. This Sunday we start
up Sunday School, resume the children’s sermons and have our youth
group kickoff event.
 4. The Rector’s Forum will resume on September 18th on John’s Gospel.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Sept 8 -

Sat, Sept 10

-

1:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
2:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
9:15 am
6:00 pm
7:15 pm

-

10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Sept 11 -

Mon, Sept 12 Tues, Sept 13 Wed, Sept 14 Thu, Sept 15 Sat, Sept 17

-

Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
Peter Delaventura Burial Service

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Sept 18 -

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Mission Trip Presentation, Crocker Hall
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group Kickoff Event
Christian Caring, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Cross Day
Holy Communion & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

Click Below to
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Wednesday, September 14th

Holy Cross Day

T

he historian Eusebius, in his Life of Constantine, tells how
that emperor ordered the erection of a complex of buildings
in Jerusalem “on a scale of imperial magnificence,” to set forth as
“an object of attraction and veneration to all, the blessed place of
our Savior’s resurrection.” The overall supervision of the work on the site where the Church of the Holy Sepulchre now stands was entrusted to Constantine’s mother, the empress Helena. In
Jesus’ time, the hill of Calvary had stood outside the city; but when
the Roman city which succeeded Jerusalem, Aelia Capitolina, was built, the hill was buried
under tons of fill. It was during the excavations directed by Helena
that a relic, believed to be that of the true cross, was discovered.
Constantine’s shrine included two principal buildings: a large
basilica, used for the Liturgy of the Word, and a circular church,
known as “The Resurrection” - its Altar placed on the site of the
tomb - which was used for the Liturgy of the Table, and for the
singing of the Daily Office.
Toward one side of the courtyard which separated the two
buildings, and through which the faithful had to pass on their way
from Word to Sacrament, the exposed top of Calvary’s hill was
visible. It was there that the solemn veneration of the cross took
place on Good Friday; and it was there that the congregation
gathered daily for a final prayer and dismissal after Vespers.
The dedication of the buildings was completed on September
14, 335, the seventh month of the Roman calendar, a date
suggested by the account of the dedication of Solomon’s temple in
the same city, in the seventh month of the Jewish Calendar,
hundreds of years before (2 Chronicles 7:8–10).

4

† In Everything Give Thanks

by Steve Hemming

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

I

n whatever circumstance we may find ourselves, scripture instructs us to give thanks
always for all things to God our Father, in the name of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:20).
What kind of faith and trust would we be demonstrating towards our God if we were to only
praise Him in good times and not give Him thanks in seasons of difficulty?
Last week the Holy Spirit showed me the value and importance of thanking Him no
matter what is going on in my life. As a result of what I experienced, I have a greater
appreciation for and understanding of the words King David spoke at the beginning of
Psalm 34; “I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.”
Recently, I wrote about an employee who reported to me, that left abruptly about a
month ago. A week ago, I learned that my two remaining direct reports, Arnie and Eileen*,
were both considering leaving. While being short-handed has already posed a challenge
now that the new academic year at WPI started last week, the possibility of losing another
team member could be catastrophic. And Eileen is a team member whom I esteem above
all the departmental staff, because of the vast array of skills she possesses and the high
quality of services and support she provides to members of the campus community. As
such, I consider her indispensable.
By the grace of God, when I detected that I may lose the remaining members of my
team, I didn’t panic. Instead, I calmly brought the matter to God and gave Him thanks for
hearing me and acting on my behalf. As I prayed, I felt His peace flow through my inner
most being. What transpired affirms what the Apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 4:6-7; “Be
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
In the midst of a very busy day, God provided an opportunity, for Eileen and I to meet,
where she tearfully poured out her heart to me. Holy Spirit gave me wisdom, attentiveness,
and empathy, as she expressed her frustrations. A significant reason for both Arnie’s and
Eileen’s dissatisfaction, is their inability to get along well
with one another. They have very divergent
personalities. I brought this matter to God throughout the
remainder of the day and into the evening, asking Him
how to best address this incompatibility.
Very early the next morning, the Lord inspired me to
schedule an impromptu meeting with Arnie and Eileen,
with the purpose of shedding light on their strained
relationship. He gave me many good words to share with
them as well as particular questions to ask. We met
shortly after arriving at work, where I expressed my
desire to renew and foster unity as a team that would be
built on mutual respect, trust, and appreciation for one
another. As directed by Holy Spirit, I gave Arnie and
Eileen a lot to consider, until we regroup after the
holiday weekend.
When I had my weekly meeting that afternoon with Eileen, I was relieved to learn that
she too prayed a lot last night about what we talked about yesterday, and she is now willing
to be patient and hang in there, at least for the time being. And as a result of our group
meeting earlier, I could detect from Arnie’s words and actions that he seemed to have
calmed down a little bit as well.
So, while it would appear that the “storm” concerning an imminent departure of my
colleagues, seems to have passed for now, I know very well that life is full of changes.
There could still come a day in the not too distant future, when I could receive news from
Arnie and/or Eileen that they are departing WPI. Regarding their future, I pray that God’s
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

In Everything Give Thanks

will be done. If it is the Lord’s will to open a door of opportunity for them elsewhere, I will
give God thanks for their new jobs, for their time with me, and pray that they will be
abundantly blessed. And at the same time, I will give thanks to God the Father in advance
for sending new teammates my way to fill the positions they’ve left behind.
* The names of my teammates were changed to protect their identities.

† “Building the Church” - Benefit Breakfast

S

t. Paul’s has a long standing relationship with the Diocese of Western Tanganyika in
Tanzania. Over many years we have helped fund a number of projects that the
Diocese has undertaken, including helping with the construction cost of various church
buildings. The church is growing rapidly in Tanzania, especially in and around the township
of Kasulu, where the diocese is headquartered.
During the previous two visits that Cathy and I have made, we’ve had the pleasure
of worshiping at a newly formed church that was called “Marusi B”. It is now
formally named “Mchungaji Mwema Kanisa” which translates to Good Shepherd
Church. They currently meet in a makeshift building made of wooden posts with
straw mats and tarp siding and a corrugated metal roof. Now they are embarking on a
church building project that will more than double the size of their current worship
space, allowing for long term growth. Believe me, that growth will happen!
To help them with the building project, we are holding a benefit breakfast on
Sunday, Oct 2 following both morning services. We are hoping to raise close to
$3,000 or more to help them with the cost of roofing materials, which are expensive
by Tanzanian standards and have to be brought in from outside sources.
Also on that Sunday, we will have a visiting priest from the diocese, Rev.
Kalebu Mubanga who will be preaching at both services. We are looking
forward to his time with us and hope that you are able and willing
come to the breakfast and to contribute to the Good Shepherd
Church building project. It will be a huge
blessing for them.
Yours in Christ,
Bill Schrull,
St. Paul’s Mission Committee member
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† Dorothy Day Hospitality House

,600 – that is the number of individual meals St. Paul’s Church has served at The
Dorothy Day Hospitality House over the past 40 years! The second Thursday of
each month has been the time a dedicated group of volunteers has
organized workers, made thousands of sandwiches, prepared
countless casseroles, washed dishes, cleaned bathrooms,
committed personal time and resources, and accomplished
countless tasks for the less fortunate
in our community. And why?
Because we are called to SERVE IN
HIS NAME!
With many memories we are
passing this endeavor to another
team – this week will be our final
time of serving. We thank every
individual who has been involved in
this ministry. Our “Team” has been
privileged to have been associated
with such an outstanding group of Christian volunteers.
6

St. Paul’s OWN Youth Group would like to
invite you all to join us on Sunday, September
11th for the mission trip sponsorship event.
It will take place between the 8 o'clock and
10:30 services, from about 9:15-10:15 am in
Crocker Hall. Breakfast will be provided, along with a slideshow of
pictures from the trip and personal testimonies from the students
that participated. Please save this date and time on your calendar.
We look forward to reconnecting with you all.

T

imothy’s Epistle talks about saving sinners and showing great
mercy. He says that
we are saved in order that we
might gratefully tell of God’s
mercy by the example of our
new lives in Jesus Christ.
Does your prayer, giving,
worship and service make
you “An example to those
who would come to believe
in Him to gain eternal life?”
7

† Art in the Christian Tradition
The Good Shepherd
1848
Thomas Cole

T

homas Cole, born in 1801, was a landscape artist who is known today as the founder
of the Hudson River School. Christianity had a significant influence on his
landscape paintings, and on the paintings of other Hudson River School painters. This
influence can be seen in his pursuit of the sublime, and in his use of religious ideas in his
paintings.
Like many romantics, Thomas Cole had a short but impactful life. He was born in
Bolton, England, in 1801. Cole moved to the United States with his family in 1818. He
learned to paint landscapes largely on his own, and was quickly recognized as a leading
artist for his natural landscapes and
allegorical scenes. In 1836, he
moved from New York City to
Catskill, where he would live for the
rest of his life . Cole died suddenly
of lung problems in February 1848
at the age of forty-seven.
Thomas Cole searched for the
sublime in his paintings, even when
it meant making his images look
different from the landscapes they
depicted. He and other Hudson
River School painters viewed the
sublime as a manifestation of God’s
power Rather than conveying the
actual appearance of a natural scene,
Cole created romanticized
compositions that communicated the
sublime beauty of nature. In 1826,
Thomas Cole said, “If the
imagination is shackled, and nothing
is described but what we see, seldom will anything truly great be produced either in Painting
or Poetry”. This quote shows that Cole’s goal was to create, not necessarily to reproduce
what he found in nature. Rather than simply copying God’s landscapes, Cole was in a sense
creating his own. Christianity had a profound influence on the philosophy behind Cole’s
paintings.

T
† Ladies to

8

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has a new study, The Book of Job, which
started last Tuesday, September, 6th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
The worst possible calamities have befallen
Job:
financial ruin, his children's death, an
Study Job in September
agonizing disease. And a disaster worse than
these: The God who was once his friend is
now silent and the apparent cause of his
sufferings. What is God doing? Is He really
as good and loving and powerful and just as
Job has always believed? Here is a book for
anyone who has ever suffered unexplained
tragedy and wants to wrestle to a deeper
intimacy with God.
Come study with us and become more
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11 am. For
more information, call or email, Debbi
Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

† Sunday School and Youth Group Kick-Off!

W

elcome back everyone! We want to invite you to join us this Sunday, September
11th for the Sunday School and Youth Group kick-off events.

The festivities will begin with the youth group hosting the mission trip sponsorship event
from 9:15-10:00 am, between the two services in Crocker Hall. All are welcome to come
enjoy some breakfast, see a slideshow of pictures from the trip and hear personal
testimonies from those that participated.
Sunday School classes will begin during the 10:30 service, including a new class for grades
7-12. This class will be in lieu of a weekly Sunday afternoon youth group lesson.
Registration materials for all levels will be passed out with the bulletins at the beginning of
the service. Please fill out the information and send it along with your child or place it in
the offering plate to return it to us.
Finally, the youth group will be meeting to kick off
their new year with mini-golf and ice cream from 2-4
pm. All students in grades 7-12 are welcome.

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, September 8th

Nikolai Grundtvig

Bishop and Hymnwriter, 1872

Søren Kierkegaard

Teacher and Philosopher, 1855
ikolai Grundtvig and Søren Kierkegaard were the most influential Danes
of the nineteenth century both in theological and philosophical circles
and in civic life.
Born in 1783, the son of a Lutheran pastor, Grundtvig inherited from his
father a lifelong appreciation for classical Lutheran orthodoxy rooted in
sacramental practice, a stark contrast from the dry rationalism common to Danish
Lutheranism at the time. From his mother, Grundtvig received a fascination with
the literature, legends, and poetry of the Norse.
Grundtvig was a student all his life. His academic passions were largely in history and
theology, but education, he believed, opened one’s heart and mind to a vigorous love of life.
Grundtvig also believed in the power of poetry. He thought that poetry had the capacity to
speak to the souls of human beings more deeply than prose, particularly in matters of the
heart and the life of faith. During his lifetime he composed more than a thousand hymns, a
number of which are still sung today: “Built on a rock the Church doth stand,” “O day full
of grace,” and “God’s word is our great heritage.”
Grundtvig’s father was pastor of a large congregation and as he aged he needed
assistance. Grundtvig preached a trial sermon at his father’s church during which he
launched a scathing attack on Danish rationalism. The sermon met with a severe response
and he was widely denounced. Nonetheless the survived the resulting spiritual crisis and
was ordained in 1811. He served as his father’s curate until his father’s death in 1813.
After a long season with no work, Grundtvig served several short-term pastorates that
usually came to an end because of his commitment to a Lutheran orthodoxy rooted in
sacraments and liturgy. He believed that the dry, rational, almost gloomy approach favored
at the time did not penetrate the depths of the human soul.
Toward the end of his life, Grundtvig’s vision was taking hold and his influence upon
both church and nation continued to increase. He was made a bishop in 1861. He died in

N

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

Transforming Saints of God

1872.

O

ne of the most influential philosophers of the nineteenth century, Søren
Kierkegaard, the son of a devout Lutheran, spent most of his life in Copenhagen.
As a young man, he studied Latin, history, and theology, though he was particularly drawn
to philosophy and literature, and his works are remarkable in part for his deft
blending and treatment of theological, literary, and philosophical themes.
In 1841 he proposed to Regine Olsen, but self-doubt about his suitability for
marriage led him to break off the engagement. The event was greatly influential
on his life and his works. From 1843 until his death in 1855, Kierkegaard was a
prolific writer. Sometimes referred to as the “Father of Existentialism,”
Kierkegaard is known for his concept of “the leap of faith,” his understanding of
how a person’s beliefs and actions are based not on evidence, of which there can
never be enough, but on the willingness to take the leap despite that lack of
evidence. He explored this theme in works such as Fear and Trembling,
Repetition, and Stages on Life’s Way.
For most of his life, Kierkegaard was critical of established religion, which he
felt substituted human desire for God’s law. In 1854, he published several articles
which attacked what he saw as the selfishness of many leaders of the institutional
church. His criticism of the church as an institution, however, should not be confused with
the absence of faith or the lack of trust in the ethical teachings of the Christian Gospel.
His religious and theological works, such as Practice in Christianity and Christian
Discourses, though sometimes overlooked, show his profound understanding of the
significance of the teaching and sacrificial death of Jesus Christ and of the human call to
live in imitation of the selfless, sacrificial life of Jesus. His work was influential on
philosophers such as Martin Heidegger and on theologians such as Karl Barth. His
challenges to the Church remain powerful reminders of the institution’s call to pattern its
common life according the teaching of its founder, Jesus Christ.

† Be a Buddie … a Reading Buddie

T

he Reading Buddies program at the South Street School will now begin on
Monday, September 19, not Monday September 12, and will run Monday-Thursday
from 8:30-9:30. For new volunteers, there will be orientation sessions on Monday the 12th
from 8-9 am and 5-6 pm at the Jericho building
at 13 Rose Street. If neither time works for you
please let me know and we can find a time next
week that does. Additionally, new volunteers
should fill out the Jericho Volunteer Application
and Background Check.
The second program that we have this year
is the after-school program at the Jericho Spring
Street Neighborhood Center. This program also
runs Monday-Thursday from 3:30-5 pm and
volunteers are needed to serve as tutors for
homework help and reading. We are in great
need of volunteers for this program, as it is
scheduled to begin on Monday, September 12th,
and we need 8-10 volunteers each day for the
program to run successfully. We would love for you to consider serving in this ministry.
I will send a follow-up email when I begin using cityserve@jerichopartnership.org. For
now please feel free to contact me at this address or on my cell phone at 914-406-0880, to
sign up for a time or to schedule an orientation session.
Thank you and looking forward to working with you all!
Evan Kenagy, City Serve Intern - Jericho Partnership
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Everything I have is yours.”

Luke 15:31

O

ur Heavenly Father gives us everything,
including the chance to share in His eternal
kingdom. Yet, like the Prodigal Son we are often lured
away by the materialism of our society. Do we really want
to turn our backs on all that God offers in exchange for a material wealth that has no lasting
value?

Social media is the new greeter at your church
- it greets people all day every day, not just on Sundays!
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† Have you ever ridden a camel in the Holy Land? 

† The Judean Desert 

W

When
you see
this map
pointer in
Sword Points, it
indicates sites or
towns we will
visit on our
upcoming trip to
the Holy Land!

ould you ever imagine that a desert could be so beautiful?
As we journey from the area of the Sea of Galilee south to
the Dead Sea, we travel through the desert areas passing through the
area of the Mount of Temptation, Qumran (where the Dead Sea
Scrolls were found and where the Judean Desert cult-the Essenes
lived), Ein Gedi (where David sought refuge from King Saul) and
the fortress of Masada built by King Herod (where the zealots were
finally overtaken by the Romans). All of these sights are on our
itinerary, but as we drive through, there is a great sense of the
rugged landscape that Jesus experienced. The overnight stay at our
Dead Sea resort is magnificent and
peaceful and the dinner and
breakfast offered here is favored by
many! Especially the fresh honey right off the
honeycomb!
Because of its lack of water and good routes, the
Judean wilderness has been mostly uninhabited throughout
history. Known for its rugged landscape, it was an ideal
place for those seeking refuge from enemies or retreat from
the world, a place where both zealots and monks sought
solitude and isolation. The
Judean Desert is bordered by
the Mountains of Judea to
the west and by the Dead Sea to the East and is considered a
relatively small desert but it contains many unique, primeval
panoramas. We experience one of these views on our sidetrip to Abraham’s Tent, where we have one of many unique
experiences - a camel ride followed by a sumptuous feast by
our host, none other than Father Abraham. For many, it is
one of the highlights of our trip!
Many monasteries have been established in the Judean
Desert. Some of these are still active and others are empty
(Continued on page 13)

There is still time to join us on a life-changing pilgrimage led by Fr. Joe to the
Holy Land during the Christmas - New Year’s break. Click here for the brochure,
pricing info and details or talk with Fr. Joe or David Szen.

12

DeaconSpeaking
† Scholarly

Rock,
Paper,
he English Prayer Books (and specifically 1662 - still the official Book in England)
retained a number of traditional lesser feasts that were all dropped Buses,
in the first
American Books, and while a number of these have been restored in our current
BCP, and
Truth
many more added, several others never did find an official place in our church. Two of
Lost Feasts of August

T

these, which fall in August, recall New Testament events and thus have some claim to our
interest.
The first of these, sheep”) is the ancient custom at York Minster of having the people
mark the day by presenting a lamb at the mass.
The second feast commemorates the event described in Matthew 14:1-12 - the
beheading (decollation) of John the Baptist. Again, there are churches in England with this
title, ‡ though they do not seem especially numerous, but the story has some obvious
fascination, as witness the Oscar Wilde play, Salome, and the Strauss opera of the same
name based on the play. In this case, the commentary on the calendar put out by the
Liturgical Commission§ as part of their presentation of the 1979 BCP, does refer to the feast
(Continued from page 12)

The Judean Desert

and only the ruins remain. Near the Judean Desert
and the monasteries is one of the most important
sites in Christianity, the Baptism site on the Jordan
River, where Jesus was baptized by John the
Baptist. According to Christian tradition, the waters
of the Jordan River are sacred, and many pilgrims
come to the spot and immerse themselves in the
waters. (The site was later moved to the spot where
the Jordan River flows out of the Kinneret, which is
more easily accessible.) Our itinerary includes both
of these Jordan River sites.
St Paul’s Church welcomes all Christians to
experience this spiritual journey as we walk where
Jesus walked. It will change your life.
Shalom.

A Big Summer Sunday School Thank You!

A

huge thank you to the men and women that made the past few
months of summer Sunday School possible: Mary Perry, Marie
Williams, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick O'Connors, Amy Tilford, Helen
Sheridan and John Tuthill. Everyone did an amazing job, teaching and engaging our
children each Sunday. We appreciate the time you provided for parents to focus on
the service and the break that you gave to all of the Sunday school teachers who can
now return refreshed for the new year. We appreciate your ongoing willingness to help and
could not have done summer Sunday School without you. Thank you so much!

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sept 11th
Sept 18th
Sept 25th

8 am - Youth Group 10:30 am -Marie Williams
8 am - Joan Boehm 10:30 am - Christine Domareck
8 am - Greeley’s
10:30 am - Jack Collins

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me
What Wondrous Love is This
There’s a Wideness In God’s Mercy

Praise My Soul, The King of Heaven

H

enry Francis Lyte was desperately ill with tuberculosis. He did not expect to live.
He was so sick, in fact, that he had prepared a farewell sermon to preach later on
the morning of September 4, 1847. Meanwhile he drew a paper toward him on which he
had begun to write some verses:
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.
His mind passed back over his life as he touched up the stanzas; and he wrote, "Thou on
my head in early youth did smile..." Henry's loving mother had taught him Bible stories and
God's love. However, his father abandoned the family. Henry's mother soon died. Nineyear-old Henry was left alone in the world. A kindly Irish minister named Dr. Robert
Burrows, with five children of his own, took Henry in and put him through school. (Later
Henry paid the Rev. Burrow back all that he owed him.)
Henry planned to study medicine but weak health forced him to turn to the ministry
instead. He won prizes at Trinity College, Dublin for poems--three years in a row--and a
scholarship. In 1814 he graduated, and was ordained as a
minister of the Church of England the next year.
Henry pastored English churches the rest of his life.
Twenty-three of those years were at Brixham, a Devonshire
fishing town on the English Channel – a pleasant fishing
village where he served for 23 years. While at Brixham, he
formed a Sunday school that enrolled 800 children.
Also, while at Brixham, Lyte wrote a great many
hymns based on the Psalms. "Praise, My Soul, the King of
Heaven," based on Psalm 103, is one of those. Queen
Elizabeth had it sung as the processional for her coronation.
Another of Lyte's hymns, "Abide with me," was the
favorite hymn of King George V.
Fifty-four-year-old Henry was used to living with one
foot in the grave when he preached his final sermon. He
reminded his hearers that we must all die and that those who have embraced the death of
Christ in their lives are best prepared to face the body's death. "I stand here among you
today, as alive from the dead, if I may hope to impress it upon you, and induce you to
prepare for that solemn hour which must come to all, by a timely acquaintance with the
death of Christ."
Ten weeks after preaching his farewell sermon, Henry died.
No one would have been more surprised than Henry Lyte to learn that one of his hymns
was the favorite of King George and another was sung at Queen Elizabeth's coronation. But
that is often how God works – using people whom we might think to be ordinary to give us
extraordinary blessings.

† Start Spreading the Good News!

A
14

“

nd he said to them, “Go into all the world and
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.
Mark 16:15

We currently have many volunteer needs across Jericho and its Ministry Partners:
Reading Buddies to serve at South Street School
and other Jericho ministries, including S.A.Y.
Yes! Afterschool Program.
Mentors to invest in the lives of boys and girls
through our PDYM mentoring programs
(Pathways Danbury and Naomi), and for men
living at Good Samaritan Mission’s Disciple
House.
Front Desk Receptionists to welcome guests
and serve the ministries located at Jericho’s main
office. Bilingual is helpful!
Graphic Designers, familiar with Adobe Suite,
to assist in Jericho’s communications needs.
We’re hoping to develop of small team of
designers to volunteer on a by-project basis.
Team Leaders for CleanStart, the joint Jericho/
City of Danbury job initiative program for our
homeless neighbors. Team leaders provide supervision and also help participants succeed
in the project’s goals.
Tutors to serve in myriad ministries, including Pathways Danbury Youth Ministries, where
leaders are looking to pair tutors one-on-one with students who participate in the S.A. Y.
Yes! Afterschool program. There is a special need for Spanish and French-speaking tutors
right now.
Bible teachers to lead devotional at Good Samaritan homeless shelter and to bring bible
stories to life for girls in the Naomi mentoring program.
Life-skills workshop teachers who would be willing
to give classes to Pathways Danbury mentees on lifeskills topics such as money management, work-force
preparation, college-living preparation, etc.
Lunch monitors at The Academy, to help serve lunch
and then engage with the students as table monitors.
Office support to help with administrative projects
as needed, including people to serve snacks at
S.A.Y. Yes! from 2 to 4 pm Monday through
Thursday (any number of days a week is helpful!)
Translators (especially Spanish and Portuguese) to
help bridge the language gap for some of our
clients.
Registered nurses and medical assistants to
work with patients at Samaritan Health Center and
Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Center. Bilingual is preferred.
Homeless shelter monitors at Good Samaritan Center, day-time shifts.
To respond to any of these volunteer opportunities, email
volunteer@jerichopartnership.org or visit www.jerichopartnership.org/volunteer and fill
out the form, noting your specific area of interest.

† Happy Birthday to You!

J

oe Hock celebrates today! Friday is the big day for
Cigdem Usekes. Carl Means & Joe Shepley will be
another year older and wiser on Saturday. Ken Kast will be
blowing out candles on Monday. John Carlo Hodge &
Michele Janofsky will be opening presents on Tuesday. Blow up some
balloons on Wednesday for Amy Boyce. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† This Sunday’s Readings
God’s Unfailing Love
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28
he prophet’s oracle is for a devastating judgment. Cities and land alike shall become a
ruined desert. The people are utterly rebellious and foolish, and it is because of this that
calamity must come. Yet even amid these dire words of warning there is seed of hope: “I will
not make a full end,” says the Lord, whose mercy may be seen in chastisement.
Psalm 14
A psalm of condemnation for the cynical and disbelieving who trample the poor; yet the
Lord will prevail.
1 Timothy 1:12-17
In this lesson Paul gives thanks to the Lord Jesus and praise to God for the salvation of
sinners, among whom Paul has led the way. The apostle (or a later author writing for him)
recalls his acts of persecution and blasphemy against Jesus. But the Lord was merciful to him in
his ignorance and unbelief, as he has been to all who have come in faith to him.

T

Luke 15:1-10
In the gospel Jesus tells the two parables of the finding of the lost sheep and the lost coin.
The setting helps us to understand that Jesus may have
told the story about the lost sheep to defend his acts of
Luke 15:1-10
reaching out to share the invitation
There may indeed be joy in heaven
of the reign of God with those often
regarded as beyond God’s concern.
over one sinner who repents, but the
In several ways it would be foolish
parables are more about the joy to be to leave many sheep to go after one
stray, but the parable emphasizes
had on earth from hearing the good
the lengths to which both Jesus and
news of the extravagant God who risks God will go to bring back one who
is missing. The second story
all to search for each one of us
illustrates a related theme of the
personally, individually - joyfully.
first: the great joy that is
experienced when the lost is found.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

W

† Sermon Shorts

hat are you holding on to? Letting go, make
it an offering. To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible
study! It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark
for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way
around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement
of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps
us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message
that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as
much as it did to the church of yesterday. All the studies are
available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.

The Single Plank
Jul 20, 2016 | Food For Thought

W

hen Mr. M’Laren of Edinburgh was dying, Mr. Gustart, his associate
pastor, paid him a visit, and inquired of him, “What are you now
doing, my brother?” The strong and earnest response of the dying minister
was, “I’ll tell you what I am doing, brother; I am gathering together all my
prayers, all my sermons, all my good deeds, all my ill deeds; and I am going
to throw them all overboard, and swim to glory on the single plank of free
grace.”
- from “Death-bed Scenes: Or, Dying With and Without Religion, Designed to
Illustrate the Truth and Power of Christianity”, Edited by Davis Wasgatt
Clark, 1851.

News you won’t read in the newspaper
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilities.
.....St. John’s, Stamford; Calvary, Stonington; St.
Mark’s, Storrs.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
......The Province of New England: the Dioceses of
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont, and Western Massachusetts; their bishops, clergy, parish and
diocesan staff, and congregations; Provincial Synod; all Provincial Networks.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex,
Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Honduras; the people of the Republic of the Maldives; our sister and
brother members of the Kerala Brethren.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections during the month of September.
.....Mount Pleasant AME Zion Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of
cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken
hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart
surgery.
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery.
.....Family and friends in Turkey, safety and protection from persecution.
Sandy Chaleski, for healing of her back, and better pain control.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....Our Country.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
The Starfish Story

W

hen you hear the starfish
story, how does it make
you feel? How does the story relate
to you? Has someone made a
difference to you? What did he/she
do? What could we do together to
make a difference? What does it
mean to be connected to God?
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

S

cripture can only be savingly understood by
the illumination of the Holy Spirit. The
Gospel is a picture of God’s free grace to sinners.
Now, were we in a room hung with the finest
paintings, and adorned with the most exquisite statues,
we could not see one of them if all light were
excluded. The Spirit’s light is the
Totally Random Fact of the
same to the mind that outward light
Week!
is to the bodily eyes. The most
correct and lively description of the
Did you know ... James Garfield was the first
sun cannot convey either the light,
left handed president? He was also the first
ambidextrous president. It is said you could ask the warmth, the cheerfulness, or the
him a question in English fruitfulness, which the actual shining of that luminary
and he could
conveys; neither can the most labored and accurate
simultaneously
dissertation on grace and spiritual things impart a true
write the
idea of them without an experience of the work of the
answer in
Spirit upon the heart. The Holy Spirit must shine upon
Greek with
your graces, or you will not be able to see them; and
one hand and in
your works must shine on your faith, or your neighbors
Latin with the
will not be able to see it.
- Augustus Toplady
other!

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Reyna
Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley,
Tara Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Marie
Williams, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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