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† Mark’s Story Is Our Story
"Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is
heard through the word about Christ" (Romans 10:17).
Dear Friends,
How can we know God's story in Jesus if we haven't heard it?
This Friday evening, we will hear the whole story according to
St. Mark.
Verse by verse, delivered in a riveting fashion, our performance
will bring this ancient testimony into our present circumstances
with hope, excitement and wonder. The message will go forth
and not return empty (Isaiah 55:11).
We pray that many will attend, and most importantly, that faith
rises up among us through the hearing of the Word. And may
we walk away knowing that this is not only
God's story, but our story as well as we put our
faith in Christ.
Faithfully,

A

ctor Tom Bair will perform the entire Gospel
According to St. Mark in this free event in our
sanctuary this Friday evening, Sept. 23 at 7:30 pm.
“It is exciting to hear this Gospel verbally as if the
eyewitness had just touched us on the arm, eager to share
his story,” says Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector of St. Paul’s.
“In 'St. Mark’s Gospel,' Bair uses all of his considerable
gifts to create a brilliant theatrical experience that we hope
the public will both enjoy and be inspired by.”
On Saturday at 10 am in our parish hall we will explore
together the genius of this Gospel and its overall impact by
looking at the narrative technique and literary forms that
shape its stunning effect, especially when heard and/or read
in its entirety.

Mark’s Gospel
Performance
September 23rd

Known for it’s immediacy and directness, St. Mark’s
Gospel had, until about 30 years ago, been regarded in
biblical scholastic circles as something of a poor cousin’ to
Luke and Matthew. Now it is being appreciated anew for
its simplicity, uniqueness and power as a storytelling event.

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

Name Tags - Please
be courteous to your
fellow parishioners,
to newcomers,
visiting clergy and guests by
extending a warm welcome to them
and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well. It’s the neighborly thing
to do!
He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.”
Luke 16:31
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† Things You Need to Know for this Week
 1. Tomorrow, Friday,
September 23rd, we are
hosting a free special
performance of the entire
Gospel of Mark by actor
Tom Bair. The next morning
at 10 am he will lead a
seminar to explore the
genius of this gospel. All
are
welcome, invite a friend.
 2. This Saturday, and the fourth Saturday of
each mouth, the St. Paul’s Quilters will be meeting,
starting at 11 am. Everyone is welcome, bring your
personal projects. Did you know that our quilters are
not greedy? They are just materialistic!
 3. Next Wednesday is a big day for Fr. Joe.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Sept 22 Fri, Sept 23
Sat, Sept 24

-

6:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Sept 25 -

Mon, Sept 26 Tues, Sept 27 Wed, Sept 28 Thu, Sept 29 Sat, Oct 1

-

Sun, Oct 2

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Music Night, Sanctuary
Gospel of Mark Performance, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
Gospel of Mark Seminar, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters. Guild Room

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
9:15 am
6:00 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am

-

6:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
St. Michael & All Angels
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

Click Below to
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† Lifting Stone

by John Tuthhill

I

'm just not so sure anymore. That part of the Eucharist, the Holy Communion, the
Lord's Supper, - that part at the beginning when Father Joe (or the celebrant) invites
us to, "Lift up your hearts" - we all know and love those the words.
But consider this: WHO is it really that would be capable of such heavy lifting? The
Bible compares a sinner's heart to one of stone (Ezekiel 36:26, etc.). And who are the
sinners? (If you are reading this, welcome to the club!) Romans 3:10 only confirms what
our conscience tells us already.
If it were not for the grace and mercy of God
which is all to the glory of God, of course, none of
that heavy lifting would be remotely possible.
Imagine the difficulty; walking around with your
enormously stony heart, the impossibility of even
making it through the church doors lugging your
boulder heart, and then, crashing with it into your
pew on Sunday—only then to be told a minute or two
later to, "Lift up your hearts!" And to that, your nonliturgical reply might be, "Lift it?!? I was barely able
even to make it in here with this thing!"
Jesus spoke about stones a few times. Once, to
the Pharisees, he warned, "And do not presume to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children for Abraham." (Matthew 3:9, Luke 3:8) It
may have seemed at the time that Jesus was speaking
about the stones in the ground. But to me, it seems at
least possible that Jesus was speaking also of the
hearts of stone that cannot lift themselves up to the
Lord. The verse from Ezekiel quoted above has a
promise from our God; "Moreover, I will give you a
new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give
you a heart of flesh." (Ezekiel 36:26 NASB) By
God's grace and mercy we can repent and have a
heart transformed & transfigured in Christ. We can
lift it because it is no longer stone and because it is
He that does the lifting.
Thanks be to God!

† Transforming Stewardship
“My child, remember that you received what was
good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise
received what was bad; but now he is comforted here,
whereas you are tormented. Moreover, between us and
you a great chasm is established…”
Luke 16:25-26

W

hen God created the world He declared that it
was good and He gave it to all mankind for us
to enjoy. However, over the years we have created a
chasm between those who have great gifts and those
who do not. In today’s Gospel we see that with our
own generosity we must bridge that gap between those
who have much and those who have little or we may
find ourselves on the wrong side of the chasm in the
next life.
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† Do Not Betray the Confidence of Another

by Steve Hemming

“He who goes about as a gossip reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy and faithful
keeps a matter hidden.”
Proverbs 11:13

I

t really irks me when someone tells me something that was shared with them in strict
confidence. Sadly, I’ve seen an increase in this trend of “verbal” betrayal in my
relationships at work, at church, and even in my friendships. This treachery is making me
all the more wary of sharing my personal matters
with others. Brothers and sisters, we are called by
God to bear one another’s burdens, not share
them!
God’s word gives us instruction on how to deal
effectively with those prone to having “loose
lips.”
Rebuke the offender – Correct a brother or
sister by drawing attention to their sin of
betrayal, which results from sharing
words with you that were spoken to
them in secret by others.
 “Open rebuke is better than love
carefully concealed.” Proverbs 27:5
 “He who rebukes a man will find more favor afterward than he who flatters with the
tongue.” Proverbs 28:23
 “He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, but he who refuses correction goes
astray.” Proverbs 10:17
Depart from the transgressor – If the one you rebuke fails to change their ways,
withdraw from them.
 “He who goes about as a slanderer reveals secrets, therefore do not associate with a
gossip.” Proverbs 20:19
 “A perverse man sows strife, and a whisperer separates the best of friends.” Proverbs
16:8
 “So He will make them stumble over their own tongue; all who see them shall flee
away.” Psalm 64:8
If you are susceptible to sharing with others
confidential words spoken to you in trust, ask God
to help you keep your tongue from evil and your
lips from speaking deceit (Psalm 34:13). Seek Him
to set a guard over your mouth, and keep watch over
the door of your lips (Psalm 141:3). For whoever
guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from
troubles (Proverbs 21:23).
“The one who guards his mouth preserves his life; the
one who opens wide his lips comes to ruin.”
Proverbs 13:3

† Happy Birthday to You!

K

atie Szen, Sarah Szen & Shirley Jessup celebrate today!
Friday is the big day for Bill Boehm. Ted Koniecki will
be opening presents on Saturday. McKenzie Connors &
Mitchel O’Hara will be blowing out candles on Monday.
Lauretta Pilcher will be another year older and wiser on
Tuesday. Throw a party on Wednesday for David Palmer, Gary
Pilcher & Fr. Joe. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† “Raise the Roof” - Benefit Breakfast

F

ollowing both services on October 2nd, there will be a Benefit Breakfast to raise
money for The Good Shepherd Church in Kasulu, Africa. Menu will consist of:
sherbet/fruit cocktail, special French toast, syrup,
juice, coffee, and tea.
Bill and Kathy Schrull, along with your
Mission Committee, have been long time sponsors
to this Anglican Mission.
Rev. Kalebu Mubanga will be preaching at
both services on this date.
Come join for a great breakfast, excellent
fellowship and be certain to meet our newly
recruited Honorary Head Waiter!

W

hen Abraham refused to comfort the rich man in
hell, what request did the rich man make of him?
Luke 16:25-28 NIV

6

7

† Scholarly Speaking
The Holy Cross

T

his article was intended for last week when we celebrated Holy Cross Day, but
computer difficulties intervened, so I offer it now. A few years ago I wrote about
the history of the feast and the events that lay behind it, but this time we shall look at the
cross more generally, and its role in Christian devotion.
Even in pre-Christian times various forms of crosses were used as symbols or
decorations (there is little certainty as to their specific meaning), but it did not come into
general Christian use until after the time of Constantine when the end of persecution
allowed believers to reveal their faith in public. Other symbols used at the time included the
anchor and the chi rho, both of which incorporated crosses in their design. The
former was associated with the early Roman martyr and Bishop Clement who, by
tradition, was martyred by being tied to an anchor and drowned, while the latter
combines the first two letters of the Greek word Christ. This was the famous sign by
which Constantine won the battle that made him emperor, and was apparently
related a standard already used in the Roman army.
Many variants of the cross came into use over the years. The principal ones are the
Latin with the crossbar between the center and the top, the Greek with four equal arms, he
Tau with the cross bar at the top, and Saltire with its X-shape. From an early period, these
were often elaborated by tapering the arms, adding decorative elements at the ends of the
arms, or superimposing other designs. Early crosses were often richly decorated, but
usually did not have the figure of Christ on them, and if they did, showed him either
triumphant or at rest; the suffering Christ of later crucifixes only begins to appear in the
ninth century, and never seems to have really replaced the older forms.
The cross did become a common focus of devotion, and would commonly be placed on
or near he altar of a church. By the 6th and 7th centuries poems and hymns celebrating the
cross began to appear, and one of my favorites is The Dream of the Rood, one of the oldest
surviving poems in English. Here he dreamer sees the cross spread across the sky, covered
alternately with gold and jewels and hen with the Savior’s blood. There are two known
early copies, one in an Italian library, apparently copied and brought back by a traveler, and
the other (a partial copy) carved onto a large stone cross in Ruthwell, Scotland. The cross
itself illustrates the type of decorative work that was common in the Anglo-Saxon period.
At the Reformation many of the Reformers rejected crosses and other devotional
ornaments, but the Lutherans were much more conservative about such matters. The
English Reformation went through several stages, retaining most ornaments at first, but
rejecting them in the final years of Edward VI. Mary did her best to restore the whole Papal
system, but after her short reign Elizabeth sought a middle course. She is known to have
had an altar cross (probably a crucifix) in at least one of her chapels, but apparently was not
successful in restoring them generally. The restoration of crosses in Anglican churches
began in the mid-19th century with the Oxford movement. Probably
the first instance in this country was at the Church of the Advent,
where Bishop Eastburn was so offended he refused to return until
that Papal abomination was removed – the parish has moved twice
since then but still has that altar and cross in a chapel. Eight years
later a new canon law, still on the books, was adopted requiring
bishops to visit at least every three years. It is also reported that
Trinity Church, Wall St. had a processional cross that the bishop
would not let them use in his presence. The choir altered the refrain
of he processional hymn to “…with the cross of Jesus left behind the door.”
Today, however, not only Episcopal churches, but he great majority of protestants as
well display crosses, and often even crucifixes, in their buildings .
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

Sources no noted in the text
Encyclopedia Britannica (online), s.v. Cross.
Everett Ferguson, When did the Cross Supplant the
Icthus (Fish) as a Symbol of the Christian Faith?
Church of the Advent, A Brief History of the Parish
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Do you have a question you
would like answered by our Scholar
-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

† In the Beginning Was the Word

T

his Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues the
Gospel of John. The last of the four Gospels to be written, it
emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a deeply theological
framework while being accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible study,
and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, September 22nd

Philander Chase

Bishop of Ohio, and of Illinois, 1852
orn the youngest of fifteen children on December 14,
1775, in Cornish, New Hampshire, Philander Chase
attended Dartmouth College, where he prepared to become a
Congregationalist minister. While at Dartmouth, he happened
upon a copy of the Book of Common Prayer. Next to the
Bible, he thought it was the most excellent book he had ever
studied, and believed that it was surely inspired by God. At
the age of nineteen he was confirmed in the Episcopal Church.
Following graduation from Dartmouth, Chase worked as a schoolteacher in Albany,
New York, and read for Holy Orders. Ordained a deacon in 1798, he began mission work
on the northern and western frontiers among the pioneers and the Mohawk and Oneida
peoples. The first of the many congregations he founded was at Lake George in New York
State.
Ordained a priest in 1799, at the age of twenty-three, Chase served as rector of Christ
Church, Poughkeepsie, New York, until 1805. He then moved to New Orleans, where he
organized the first Protestant congregation in Louisiana. That parish now serves as the
cathedral church for the Diocese of Louisiana. In 1810 he returned north to Hartford,
Connecticut, where he served for six years as Rector of Christ Church, now the cathedral
church of the Diocese of Connecticut. In 1817 he accepted a call to be the first rector of St.
John’s Church in Worthington, Ohio. A year later he was elected the first Bishop of Ohio.
He immediately began founding congregations and organizing the diocese. He also
established Kenyon College and Bexley Hall Seminary.
In 1831 Chase resigned as Bishop of Ohio and began ministering to Episcopalians and
the unchurched in southern Michigan. In 1835 he was elected the first Bishop of Illinois
and served in this office until he died on September 20, 1852. During his time in Illinois he
founded numerous congregations, together with Jubilee College, which included a
seminary. As the senior bishop in the Episcopal Church, he served as the Presiding Bishop
from 1843 until his death.
At a meeting of the House of Bishops in 1835, Bishop Doane of New Jersey said of him:
“A veteran soldier, a Bishop of the Cross, whom hardships never have discouraged, whom
no difficulties seem to daunt.”

B

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sept 25th
Oct 2nd
Oct 9th

8 am - Greeley’s
10:30 am - Jack Collins
Benefit breakfast after both services
8 am - Perry’s
10:30 am - Barbieri’s

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Device to Root Out Evil
1997
Dennis Oppenheim, 1938-2011

D

evice to Root Out Evil is a 25-foot, tilted, upside-down, New England-style church
with its steeple thrust into the ground and base raised up high as if to invite scrutiny
from the heavens.
It is one of the most recognized sculpture of the world today. Possessing demonic irony,
this work rests uncomfortably
between humor and terror, a middle
ground that Oppenheim inhabited as
an arena for continuous selftransformation.
Initially titled Church, the
sculpture was proposed to New York
City’s Public Art Fund (with the
location being Church Street).
With the artwork’s name change to
Device to Root Out Evil, Oppenheim
(and the sculpture) represented the
United States in the 1997 Venice
Biennale.
The Board of Regents at Stanford
University approved the purchase of
Device in 2003, a decision that was
subsequently vetoed by Stanford’s
president due to the artwork’s
“inappropriate[ness] for campus.”
Oppenheim had constructed largescale sculptural works since the
1990s, and although he passed away
in 2011, remains a most influential
and respected artist. His work was
recognized by the Vancouver
Biennale with a Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2007.

T

†
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he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has a new study, The Book of Job, which
started Tuesday, September, 6th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
The worst possible calamities have befallen Job: financial ruin, his children's death, an
agonizing disease. And a disaster
worse than these: The God who was
Ladies Tuesday AM Study Job
once his friend is now silent and the
apparent cause of his sufferings. What
is God doing? Is He really as good
and loving and powerful and just as
Job has always believed? Here is a
book for anyone who has ever suffered
unexplained tragedy and wants to
wrestle to a deeper intimacy with God.
Come study with us and become more
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11
am. For more information, call or
email, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 3126992 or debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $10.

Social Media Sunday, September 25!

How can you participate in being the church online?
Social Media Sunday is coming up this
Sunday, and you may be asking yourself,
what is Social Media Sunday?
On September 25, we want you to be the
church online: to tweet the sermon, 'checkin' to your parish, take selfies with fellow
parishioners, and overall bring your Sunday
morning to social media.
Join the #SMS16 Facebook page here to
learn more, share ideas, and get excited.
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut has our
designated hashtag #ECCT, and Social Media
Sunday has a designated hashtag #SMS16.
Utilize those hashtags to be retweeted,
reposted, and liked on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and other major platforms.
For more ideas of how to be engaged on September 25, check out this article.
Also in preparation, like ECCT's Facebook page, and follow us on Twitter,
Instagram, and Pinterest.

Celebration of the Spirit
Sunday, November 20th - 10:30 am
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut is doing something wonderful and different
on the Sunday of Convention this year - a massive worship service in the
Convention Center, open to all, with the Presiding
Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael Curry, preaching.
Come worship with your sisters and brothers across
Connecticut at the Connecticut Convention Center, and
hear the Good News as proclaimed the Most Rev. Michael
Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. Our
venue this year allows us the unique opportunity to hold
a worship service where all are welcome to attend and
take part in our sacramental life.
Following worship, there will be a social coffee hour and
then an opportunity to help you expand your faith and
follow Jesus into the neighborhood. We are inviting
Ministry Networks to offer workshops on site, or lead
activities off site, on Sunday afternoon after the social coffee hour.
Tickets are free, but registration is required, so reserve your spot today!
Register here before all the seats are filled.
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W

hat a difference it would have made for Lazarus if the rich man, had showed him
even an iota of the mercy and favor God had modeled for him in his pampered
life. But the scales are eventually balanced, and Lazarus finds a lasting home near God,
while the rich man is condemned to suffer for eternity. How often do we question why “bad
things happen to good people,” but take little comfort in God’s promise to balance the scales
gloriously in His good time? Must be because we’re human and can never know the many
mysteries of God … we just have to trust … and how hard and unsatisfying that can be!

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Rich Man, Poor Man
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
n our Hebrew scripture lesson Jeremiah, confined in King Zedekiah’s palace in Jerusalem
for prophesying King Zedekiah’s capture by the Chaldeans and the fall of Jerusalem,
engages in a prophetic action. He purchases family land from his cousin and, as a public
proceeding, Jeremiah gives his secretary Baruch the task of sealing and securing the deed. All
of this indicates that, unlike the present time of calamity, the days will once more come when
commerce and the buying and selling of property are possible. The state of siege will end.
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
A hymn of trust in the Lord. God will guard and deliver the one who loves and seeks refuge
with God.
1 Timothy 6:6-19
In this lesson Paul exhorts Timothy to be strong with virtues in the race of faith, waiting for
the appearance of the Lord Jesus. He warns against the love of money and
instructs the rich to be generous and to store up the treasure of true life.
Luke 16:19-31
Timothy was one of Paul’s trusted associates.
A reversal at the outset of the
Paul refers to his noble confession of faith and
now charges Timothy, in the presence of God
story is that the beggar is
and of Jesus who made his testimony before
given a name and the rich man
Pontius Pilate, to keep the commandment with
purity. Jesus will appear at the time appointed by is not. That single fact ought
the great Ruler and Lord, the immortal God,
to alert us that the story we
whom no mortal can ever see.
Luke 16:19-31
are about to hear is going
Our gospel is the story of the life and death of
have surprises in it.
a rich man at whose gate lay a poor beggar by the
name of Lazarus. In the next lie their situations
are strikingly reversed. The rich man wishes to warn his brothers of
the fate that awaits them. He is told, however, that they do not heed
Moses and the prophets, they will not listen even if someone rises

I

from the dead. This last
comment hints that
there will continue to be
a callousness toward
the poor even after
Jesus’ resurrection.
The story strongly
suggest that now is the
time that an irrevocable
decision must be made.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

Y

† Sermon Shorts

ou've got gifts, talents, cunning, craftiness ...
Use them to grow God's kingdom.To replay
all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon
archives as well.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Ancient Words
Tell Out My Soul
Crown Him with Many Crowns

Crown Him with Many Crowns

I

t is not surprising that such a magnificent opening line as "Crown Him With Many
Crowns" should be used by different hymn-writers. But it is not known whether the
two writers of this hymn ever met. Matthew Bridges was one of the considerable group of
Anglicans who were influenced by Newman and Faber. Godfrey Thring, a much younger
man, became a Prebendary of Wells Cathedral in 1876 and it was he who altered and
rearranged Bridges' hymn so that both their names now go with it in the hymn books.
But even good first lines are not always fashioned straight away. The first line of this
great hymn used to be "Crown Him with crowns of gold" - a line that was for many years
popular in the United States, being considered more impressive than any other description.
The five verses celebrate the kingship of Christ each with a definite theme,
Crown Him the Lord of Love
Crown Him the Son of God
Crown Him the Lord of Life
Crown Him the Lord of Peace
Crown Him the Lord of Heaven
thus making the hymn a fine example of Christian teaching
about the person of Christ.
*Note - Matthew Bridges wrote verses 1, 4-5 in 1852. Godfrey
Thring wrote verses 2-3 in 1874.
The tune, Diadernata (the Greek word for crowns), was
composed especially for this text by George Elvey, a noted organist
at St. George's Chapel in Windsor, England, where British royalty
Elvey
often attend.

† Men’s Bible Study

J

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study! It is
based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this
study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel
the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.
Wright helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful
message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much
as it did to the church of yesterday. All the studies are available on our
LiveStream and YouTube channels.

† Start Spreading the Good News!

F

or with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one
confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes
in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all
who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.” How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And
how are they to hear without someone preaching?”
Romans 10:10-17
14

15

I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilities.
.....Christ Church, Trumbull; Grace Church, Trumbull;
Trinity, Trumbull.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Children and Children’s ministries; Rhythms of
Grace and other ministries for children with special
needs.
......Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex,
Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Kazakhstan; the people of Nagorno-Karabakh; The Church in Wales, The
Most Revd Dr Barry Morgan, Archbishop of Wales & Bishop of Llandaff; and our sister
and brother members of the Community of Christ.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections during the month of September.
.....Christ the Shepherd Presbyterian Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the
Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of
cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart
surgery.
.....Family and friends in Turkey, safety and protection from persecution.
Sandy Chaleski, for healing of her back, and better pain control.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....Congress and our State Legislature.
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Parable of the Wounded Dog

L

ike the man injured on
the road to Jericho the
wounded dog his nursed back
to health. When the dog is
healthy, he runs away from is
benefactor. Then, the story
gets interesting….

16

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Totally Random
Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ... that one
of the service roads at
JFK International Airport is
named Joseph Hock Memorial
Drive? But it’s not named
after our Joe Hock. Click on
the red lettering to read why
there is a Joe Hock Memorial
Drive.

Pizza with Pepper

J

ericho Pathways mentee, Raimir, feeds Fr. Joe’s oldest poodle and Sir
Arthur’s understudy for the day, Pepper, deep dish crust, her favorite!
Notice anything strange about this picture? It appears our Sword Points
photographer managed to make this photo shoot into a half-selfie. Watch
out for those reflections Fr. Joe!

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray
Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors,
Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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