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†  “Hallelujah!” 
(Romans 10:17) 

 

Dear Friends, 

T he word "Hallelujah" is an invitation to 

worship - it literally means "Praise (Hallal) the 

Lord (Yahweh)."  Hallal is derived from a Hebrew 

word meaning, "flash forth light."  The last five 

chapters in the book of Psalms (146-150) comprise 

what might be considered a great "Hallelujah 

Chorus" to this "Hallel" book, the "book of Israel's 

praises," as the book of Psalms was called by the 

Israelites. 

Each psalm in this five-psalm group both begins 

and ends with an exclamatory "Praise ye the Lord," 

or, in the Hebrew, "Hallelujah!"  This word, 

Hallelujah, occurs 22 times in the book of Psalms.  This is significant in that the Hebrew 

language has just 22 letters, suggesting to us that the very purpose of language is for God to 

reveal His Word to us and for us then to respond with thanksgiving and praise to God. 

May we be people of praise, flashing forth the light of the Lord. 
 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Trustworthy Saying in a Hidden Hymn 

by John Tuthhill 
 

P aul had been on four world-tour missionary journeys and he was chained in jail (for 

the second time) when he wrote his note to Timothy that is the Epistle reading this 

Sunday (2 Timothy 2:8-15). 

He was lonely.  His friends even had difficulty locating where he was at all, and, he was 

concerned about all of the churches as the persecution was heating up under Emperor Nero.  

Paul seems to be aware that his time of serving Christ in this life was nearing its end. 

Paul is chained, but as he poignantly reminds his young protege; "God's Word is not 

chained." 

 Paul seems to be saying to Timothy, 'Now its all on you, son'.  

But, Timothy is not to worry; it is Christ's Church and His Bride - it 

will be taken care of.  Later in the letter, Paul boils down what is to 

be done; "Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, and encourage with every form of patient 

instruction.  For the time will come when men will not tolerate 

sound doctrine, but with itching ears they will gather around 

themselves teachers to suit their own desires.…" (2 Tim. 4:2-3) 

 Inside the reading this Sunday, my study Bible notes that Paul 

writes the words of what is thought to be a much earlier hymn of the 

early church.  Paul seems to appeal to the hymn that describes that 

any suffering for Christ will be followed by glory.  Paul writes, 

"Here is a trustworthy saying: 'If we died with Him, we will also 

live with Him...'"  Curiously, the tiny note in my study Bible says in 

passing that in the original Greek, the grammar indicates that we (believers) already DID die 

with Christ.  The grammar points to this already having happened, in fact, in the PAST.  

When He died for us on the cross, it was indeed just as our Savior said, "It is 

finished!" (John 19:30).  Good News, indeed! 

Thanks be to God! 

†  In the Beginning Was the 

Word 
 

T his Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum 
continues the Gospel of John.  The last of 

the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes 
Jesus' full divinity within a deeply theological 
framework while being accessible to all. 
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible study, and 
expect to be transformed by the Living Word. 

 

 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the Homeless   
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change 

remember homeless people are on their feet all day, and 

the only pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  

Once again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the 

men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place 

donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

 

The 

Rector’s 

Forum 
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†  Things You Need to Know for this Week 
 

 1.  After a week off for the Mission Breakfast, the Rector’s 
Forum returns this Sunday between services at 9:30 am 

 2.  Monday is Columbus Day and the Parish Office will be 
closed.  However, our ever-popular Men’s Bible Study will meet at 7 
pm as usual. 

 3.  Our next Movie Night is being planned for Saturday, October 15.  
Details will be available this weekend. 

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

L aura Zombo celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for 

Barbara Castronova.  Cindy Maier will be blowing out 

candles on Saturday.  Throw a party on Sunday for Jeffrey Brown 

& JoAnn Ready.  On Monday Jack Collins, John Conte & Mill 

Reynolds will all be another year older and wiser.  Carl Chaleski 

will be opening presents on Tuesday.  Bake a cake for Jim 

Castronova, Joshua Yurcisin & Rich Emmett on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Oct   6 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Oct   8 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, Oct   9 -  Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Mon, Oct 10 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) 

Tues, Oct 11 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Oct 12 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

  7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office 

  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Thu, Oct 13 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Oct 15 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

 - 10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Oct 16 -  Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Oct  9th 8 am - Lois Hunt 10:30 am - Barbieri’s 
Oct 16th 8 am - Joan Boehm 10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh 
Oct 23rd 8 am - Mary Perry 10:30 am - Connie Williams 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

 

†  “Raise the Roof” - Benefit Breakfast Success 
 

H 
ow is your faith?  This is a question that Fr. Kalebu (Swahili for “Caleb”) our 
visiting priest from Tanzania asked us last Sunday during his sermon when 
referencing this passage in Luke 7:6-7: 

He (Jesus) was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to 
him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my 
roof.  That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you.  But say the 
word, and my servant will be healed. 

It’s a good question to ask ourselves once in a while.  I know my faith can become 
stagnant from time to time when it is not challenged.  But when my heart and mind are open 
to the possibilities of what God can do, truly wondrous things can happen. 

 This past Sunday, we all stepped out in faith during the benefit 
breakfast, offering from our financial resources to raise funds for a 
church building project in Tanzania where we literally want to help 
“Raise the Roof” of this new church.  The funds we are gave will be 
used to pay for the roofing materials needed for the building.  Our aim 
was to raise $3,000.  As of Sunday, we raised $2,823.  And with at least 
one other donation that we know is coming, we will most likely exceed 
that goal.  What a blessing!  If you have not had a change to give to the 
project, there is still time to 
do that.  Donations by check 

can be made out to St. Paul’s Church with a 
memo line of “Tanzania” or “Raise the Roof.” 

Thank you all for taking a step of faith and 
giving so generously to this project.  My hope in 
the near future is to bring a group of us to 
Kasulu, Tanzania, after the “Good Shepherd” 
church building is completed and worshiping 
together with our brothers and sisters there.  
Perhaps this could be your next step of faith! 

 

Bill Schrull, St. Paul’s Mission Committee 

†  Altar Guild To Hold Annual Meeting 
 

M embers of Saint Paul's Altar Guild will gather together in the 
Guild Room on Monday, October 24 at 6:30 pm for a 

Potluck Supper and their Annual Meeting.  Each member attending is 
asked to please bring their favorite casserole, salad or dessert.  New 
members will be welcomed, new or changed procedures will be 
reviewed, Sacristans' responsibilities for 2017 will be assigned, and 
there will be a time for questions and answers.  Please join us for an 
evening of sharing and Christian fellowship.  New members are 
always welcome and are encouraged to join us for an introduction to 
the work of Saint Paul's Altar Guild.  Please R.S.V.P. to Gail Winkley 
at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com by Friday, October 21. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?”    Luke 17:18 
 

M ost of us live “easy” lives.  

We have food, shelter and 

clothing.  We go on vacation every year 

and own a car or two.   Most of us take 

this all for granted.  Did you ever 

notice that people with the least amount 

of possessions are usually the most 

grateful?  Stewardship can turn this 

around.  Take time every day and thank 

God for all He has given you. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, September 29th 
 

William Tyndale & Miles Coverdale 
Translators of the Bible, 1536, 1568 

 

W illiam Tyndale was born about 1495 near the Welsh border.  He received 
bachelors and masters degrees from Oxford and also studied at Cambridge.  

Ordained about 1521, he spent his early ministry as a domestic chaplain and tutor in 
Gloucestershire and London. 
 Tyndale was a man with a single passion - to translate the 
Holy Scriptures into English.  Lacking official sanction, he 
went to Germany in 1524.  Strongly opposed to his work, 
King Henry VIII, Cardinal Wolsey, and others, sought to 
destroy his work and put him to death.  He was betrayed by a 
friend and was strangled and burned at the stake on October 6, 
1536, in Brussels. 
 By the time of Tyndale’s death, he had completed his 
translation of the New Testament and major parts of the Old 
Testament, particularly the Pentateuch.  It is estimated that 
about eighty percent of Tyndale’s work found its way into 
later translations, notably the Authorized Version of 1611 
(King James). 

M iles Coverdale was born in Yorkshire around 
1488. He studied at Cambridge and was ordained 

in 1514 and soon thereafter joined the Augustinian Friars.  
Passionate about scriptural translation, he left the monastery 
in 1526 and eventually went to the Continent where the 
work of translation enjoyed strong support. 

He completed the first translation into English of the 
whole Bible in 1535, which was issued as “The Great Bible” 
in 1539.  Archbishop Cranmer adopted Coverdale’s 
translation of the Psalter for the Book of Common Prayer. 

Between times of unrest and relative calm, Coverdale 
shuttled between England and the Continent.  He served as a 
Lutheran pastor while in exile from 1543-1547.  He became 
Bishop of Exeter in 1551 but was deprived of that office at the accession of Queen Mary 
due to his Protestant convictions.  He again escaped to the Continent where he lived until 
the accession to the throne of Elizabeth I in 1559.  He is remembered as an outstanding 
preacher, an uncommonly gifted linguist and translator, and a leader of the Puritan wing of 
the Church of England. 
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†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on 
the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that 
request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

Name Tags - Please 
be courteous to your 
fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, 
visiting clergy and guests by 
extending a warm welcome to them 
and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee 
hour as well.  It’s the neighborly thing 
to do! 

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon?  Click here to watch it. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
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†  Action Speaks Louder Than Words 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” Matthew 15:8 
 

H ave you ever rendered lip service unto the Lord, rather than sincere worship?  Lip 
service is defined as a “verbal expression of agreement or allegiance, unsupported 

by real conviction or action.” (thefreedictionary.com) 
Recently, during some quiet time with the Lord, He gently pointed out to me that 

sometimes I profess my love for Him with my voice, but do not back up my declaration of 
devotion with action.  I felt convicted in my heart, for I knew He was right. How can we 
become more be more genuine and demonstrative of our love for God? 

 

Keep God’s Commandments -  If we truly love the 
Lord, we will obey His word.  Jesus was very clear in 
John 14:15 when He said; “If you love Me, keep My 
commandments.”  In verse 21, He continued this theme; 
“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he 
who loves Me.  And he who loves Me will be loved by My 
Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”  
John the Apostle, elaborated on what our Lord spoke in 
Matthew 6, when he wrote, “For this is the love of God, 
that we keep His commandments.  And His 
commandments are not burdensome.” (1 John 5:3) 
 

“Do” the Word - Talk is cheap.  We need to actively display our faith.  James, the 
brother of Jesus, exhorted us to be doers of the word, and not hearers only (James 1:22).  
And Jesus tells us in Matthew 7:24-25, “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, 
and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain 
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, 
for it was founded on the rock.” 

 

Recognize Our Dependency on God - We are utterly dependent on 
the Lord, for apart from Him, we can do nothing (John 15:5).  As we 
recognize our reliance on God, we will readily acknowledge 
our real need for Him, as the psalmist wrote in Psalm 73:26; 
“My flesh and my heart fail; but God is the strength of my 
heart and my portion forever.”  And the strength of the Lord 
is made perfect in our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

 

Seek God’s Face, Not His Hand - We need to honest 
with ourselves and with God.  Are we merely looking 
for a handout from Him?  Or do we really desire a 
relationship with our Abba Father?  Hebrews 11:6 tells 
us that God rewards those who diligently seek Him.  
He mandates us to seek Him, as King David wrote in 
Psalm 27:8; “When You said, “Seek My face,” my heart 
said to You, “Your face, Lord, I will seek.”  And Jesus 
exhorts us to seek Him first, above everyone and 
everything; “But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33) 

 

Give Thanks to the Lord - Out of heartfelt gratitude for all He has done for us, may we 
continually offer to the Lord our sacrifice of thanksgiving (Psalm 116:17).  We are called to 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for us in Christ Jesus (1 
Thessalonians 5:18).  Let us bless the Lord at all times, and may His praise be continually in 
our mouths (Psalm 34:1). 

 

If we truly love the Lord, we will not rely solely on blessing Him with our spoken 
words, we will be eager to actively demonstrate our absolute affection for Him.  

 

“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him.”  Colossians 3:17  
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†  The Holy Land - Connect with Your Roots  

 

†  Rosh Hashanah   
 

Day of Remembrance 
 

S hana Tova means a good year.  This is wished on Rosh 
Hashanah (last Monday, October 3rd) which was the start of the 

Jewish New Year 5777 and literally means head of the year.  It is one 
of the holiest days in the Jewish year.  Like us, it is a time to make 
“resolution” and plan to lead a better life; a time for introspection 
which occurs over a 10-day period through Yom Kippur. 

Rosh Hashanah is not used in the Bible to discuss this holiday but instead refers to the 
holiday as Yom HaZikkaron - the Day of Remembrance. 

Yad Vashem is all about remembering.  All of our visits to Jerusalem include Yad 
Vashem, the Holocaust Museum.  It is a solemn reminder of what the Jews have suffered as 
a people and provides an opportunity to reflect and remember the atrocities the Nazis 
inflicted upon the Jewish people.  Many tours to the Holy Land skip this powerful excursion 
which takes you chronologically through those horrific events: the ghettos to deportation to 
death camps, the selection and then the difficulties experienced by those who survived. 

The Hall of Names is a chilling gallery that is a memorial to the 6 million people, 
including children, whose lives were taken away.  Outside the museum is the Avenue of the 
Righteous, a tribute to non-Jews who acted according to the noblest principles of humanity 
by risking their lives to save Jews during the Holocaust.  The most well-known of these is 
Oskar Schindler (Schindler’s List). 

Man’s inhumanity to man is well conveyed and, while not a pleasurable experience, it is 
an important experience in understanding the plight of the Jewish people.   

 

Shalom. 

Still interested in going with our group to Israel after Christmas?  Contact David Szen 

ASAP,  dszen@yahoo.com. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ynh6RazkIfM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ynh6RazkIfM
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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Sunday, November 20th - 10:30 am 
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut is doing something wonderful and different 
on the Sunday of Convention this year - a massive worship service in the 
Convention Center, open to all, with the Presiding 
Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael Curry, preaching. 

Come worship with your sisters and brothers across 
Connecticut at the Connecticut Convention Center, and 
hear the Good News as proclaimed the Most Rev. Michael 
Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church.  Our 
venue this year allows us the unique opportunity to hold 
a worship service where all are welcome to attend and 
take part in our sacramental life. 

Following worship, there will be a social coffee hour and 
then an opportunity to help you expand your faith and 
follow Jesus into the neighborhood.  We are inviting 
Ministry Networks to offer workshops on site, or lead 
activities off site, on Sunday afternoon after the social coffee hour. 

Tickets are free, but registration is required, so reserve your spot today!  
Register here before all the seats are filled. 

Celebration of the Spirit 

 

  Other Faith Traditions - Yom Kippur 
 

N ext Wednesday, October 12 is Yom Kippur (the Day of 
Atonement) and it is one of two Jewish High Holy Days.  

The first High Holy Day is Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year).  
Yom Kippur falls ten days after Rosh Hashanah on the 10th of 
Tishrei, which is a Hebrew month that correlates with September-
October on the secular calendar.  The purpose of Yom Kippur is to 
bring about reconciliation between people and between individuals 
and God.  According to Jewish tradition, it is also the day when God 
decides the fate of each human being. 

Although Yom Kippur is an intense holiday it is nevertheless 
viewed as a happy day.  Why?  Because if one has observed the holiday properly by the end 
of Yom Kippur they will have made peace with others and with God. 

Of the 10 lepers Jesus healed 

between Samaria and Galilee, 

how many thanked him? 

a) none     b) 1     c) 5 

Luke 17:12-15 NIV 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019Ca_fbH2F6-_1r2Kt6CFG5_Rt-WabL0voy504HFpUAJpl3R4BV8gzZFO9vzLliVgUGuF5F10muTQTqjwuwQjxS_LT07wx4oVmHw-FfA3zxFvWGuUlXu6ncjLCo-EJo3vPVimCk-DAUV1kv67HXf_HU2l_9XuHG4Nf4l8G_w4uFL9pNQzt3uirDZPfIQIO7i8B0CQXlF6F0SSf_VbWCsB2ru6IltiaJKfHIVX
http://judaism.about.com/od/holidays/a/roshhashanah.htm
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+17:12-15&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Scholarly Speaking 
 

Blessings on You 
 

N ear the font in the back of our church there is a 
framed icon showing Mary holding Jesus with his 

hand raised in blessing.  Some of you have commented on 
the manner in which his fingers are composed, and I should 
like to explain it a bit.  I should note at the start that the 
iconographer has not really represented the composition of 
the fingers quite accurately.  What he is trying to show is 
the normal blessing gesture used in the Eastern Churches.  
Here the fingers are arranged to form the first and last 

letters (in Greek) of IhsouV CristoV 
(Jesus Christ).  The index finger is held 
straight up to represent Iota (I) and the 
middle finger (and this is what doesn’t 
show very well) is bent to represent the 
letter C, a common way of writing Sigma 
(S) in later Greek.  The thumb crossed 
over the ring finger then represents Chi (X) and the 
little finger is again bent to represent the Sigma.  The sketch to the left 
show this more clearly.  Because bishops and priests in the Eastern 
churches use the same gesture when giving blessings - symbolizing that it is 
Christ himself how blesses - they too are usually shown in icons as holding 

their hands in the same manner. 
The tradition of using hand gestures to accompany and interpret speech was 

well established in Græco-Roman oratory (and often in less formal situations) was 
well established at the time,* and while somewhat less formally defined this is still 
common practice today.  While this gesture is obviously of specifically Christian 
origin, it does resemble some of those use at the time.  A classic orator might use 
this gesture to indicate that he was about to make an important point, and icons of the 
Annunciation often show Gabriel holding his hand in this way (though other gestures are 
also shown).†  It seems likely that the blessing gesture was suggested by its broad similarity 
to the classic one. 

In Western Christendom usually use a much simpler gesture, holding the right hand 
straight up with thumb and fingers together, and the palm turned to the left so that the edge 
of the hand faces the person(s) or thing(s) being blessed.  There are two exceptions to this, 
however:  In giving absolution after a sacramental confession the priest normally turns the 
palm of his hand to the penitent (apparently a remnant of the former custom of actually 
laying his hand on him); and most Roman Catholic and some other clergy follow the custom 
of holding the thumb and forefinger together after consecrating the Eucharistic elements and 
until rinsing the hands after communion - in this case the same position would be retained if 
a blessing is to be given.  In the case of a bishop, however, it is customary for him 
to extend the index and middle fingers while folding the other two fingers against 
the palm and placing the thumb over them.‡  This arrangement of three and two 
fingers is seen as symbolizing respectively the trinity and the two natures of Christ.  
A variant form often seen in art, and matching some early descriptions, places the 
thumb with the two extended fingers, but maintains the three and two groupings . 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

 
*  See, e.g. Acts 26:1. 
†  Esparza, Daniel, What do the Hand Gestures in 
Icons Mean, 2016.  Online at Aleteia.org 
‡  Ritual Notes, London, 1956, p. 53.  This book 
attempts to give directions for the services of the 1662 
BCP according to the Roman Rite (pre-Vatican II) and 
these directions for blessings reflect both Roman and 
Anglo-Catholic practice though for Anglicans it is a 
matter of custom, and these rules are not binding. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=342734775
http://aleteia.org/2016/06/12/what-do-hand-gestures-in-icons-mean/
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Seeing God 
by Mari-Anna Stålnacke @flowingfaith 

 

W hat is true Christian living?  What is true worship?  Martin Luther once said “true 
worship is the tenth leper turning back.”  His remarks were based on Luke 17:11-

19 (MSG): 
It happened that as he made his way toward Jerusalem, he crossed over the border 

between Samaria and Galilee.  As he entered a village, ten men, all lepers, met him.  They 
kept their distance but raised their voices, calling out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”  
Taking a good look at them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.”  They went, and 
while still on their way, became clean.  One of them, when he realized that he was healed, 
turned around and came back, shouting his gratitude, glorifying God.  He kneeled at Jesus’ 
feet, so grateful.  He couldn’t thank him enough - and he was a Samaritan.  Jesus said, 
“Were not ten healed?  Where are the nine?  Can none be found to come back and give 
glory to God except this outsider?”  Then he said to him, “Get up.  On your way.  Your faith 
has healed and saved you.” 

All ten were healed physically.  But the one who came back to give glory to God 
received something so much more: he was healed, saved and made whole.  Because he 
recognized who Jesus was.  He not only experienced a miracle but he was able to perceive it 
as such.  He noticed God was in action.  Hence he turned back to Jesus.  He was bursting 
out gratitude, glorying God with everything he got.  That’s true worship.  And that’s also 
true Christian living.  How come? 

Christian living is all about seeing God.  Not just 
about believing the creed but really seeing God.  
Recognizing his gifts.  Sensing his presence.  
Acknowledging his holiness.  And then staking our lives 
on the promises of God. 

When we really see God, we acknowledge that God is 
God and we are not.  When we really see God, everything 
changes because God’s power is in operation.  When we 
really see God and surrender to him, we are saved and 
made whole. 

Then we can’t help but praise him and glorify him.  
Just like the tenth leper. 

Then we can’t help but follow Jesus.  Just like the 
tenth leper. 

When we live in this wonderment of Jesus, we are truly worshiping.  When we live in 
reverent awe of God, we are truly living our faith out.  When we live in wild grace, we are 
truly seeing God all around us.  And God is good.  He continues to redeem us, restore us, 
renew us and refresh us.  And his love endures forever! 

 

Gracious God, 
Give us eyes to see, really see you all around us. 
Give us grateful hearts to recognize miracles. 
Enable us to turn back to you and worship you and glorify you forever and ever! 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Q4U: Do you have difficulties seeing God?  What helps you to see God?  How do you 
see God? 

What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Jeremiah 29:1-3 NIV 

http://www.thedailyspurgeon.com/2012/08/lord-increase-my-faith.html
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Jeremiah+29:1-3&version=NIV&showfn=yes


12  

 
†  Art in the Christian Tradition 

Ten Lepers 
James C. Christensen, 1942- 

 

“A nd one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud 
voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and 

he was a Samaritan.  And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are 
the nine?  There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.  And he 
said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole."  Luke 17:15-19 

As he did with "The Widow's Mite," James Christensen interprets one of the Bible's 
more powerful stories and presents us with an image of elegance, grace and beauty.  At the 
same time he engages us in one of the higher promises of art: provoking thought.  In fact, 

the art of reflection is at 
the core of the painting's 
message.  
 The "Ten Lepers" 
were a group of men 
cured of their disease 
through one of Christ's 
miracles.  Their tattered 
wrappings suggest what 
was, until this moment, 
their illness.  Of the ten, 
nine are too preoccupied 
celebrating their new 
lease on life to think of 
anything else, much yet 
thank him.  The tenth, at 
this moment, grasps 

truly what has occurred.  He is the only one that returns to acknowledge the Master. 
This image provides an inspiring reminder to take a moment from our fast-paced world 

and reflect on what we have to be thankful for.  And, just as importantly, to take the time to 
show this gratitude. 

James C. Christensen (born September 26, 1942) is an American artist of religious and 
fantasy art and formerly an instructor at Brigham Young University.  Christensen says his 
inspirations are myths, fables, fantasies, and tales of imagination.  Applying his eye for the 
fantastic to people, landscapes and creatures (both real and imagined), Christensen has 
created a rich and strangely familiar world, rendered with exquisite skill and detail. 

Painting in a variety of styles, from the lush Saints and Angels series reminiscent of 
European old master works, like "Madonna and Two Angels,” to his whimsical and 
humorous works of satire like "Resistance Training," Christensen artwork appeals to a broad 
range of collectors. 

 

 

 

 

 

†  Electronic Giving 

S aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for 
making regular offerings.  Contributions can now be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our new electronic giving 
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no 
changes if you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is 
simple using the following steps below. 

1. Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 
2.Click on the blue “Give Online” button at the top left of the home page. 
3.Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line profile. 
4.After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to 

schedule your contribution. 
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brigham_Young_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantasy
http://www.artifactsgallery.com/art.asp?%21=W&ID=17306
http://www.artifactsgallery.com/art.asp?%21=W&ID=18280
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee 
Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2017 

 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself.”   James 2:15-17 

 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 
mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, our parishioners!  This is your opportunity to enhance your personal 
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish! 

 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.  
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword 
Points” article.  This is your opportunity to “put a 
face” on what we as a parish are supporting. 

 

We invite your active participation in this 
budgeting process as well as your involvement 
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.  We meet first 
Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this process, 
please contact a member of the mission committee:  
Barbara DeAnzeris, Lois Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill 
Schrull, Ron Switzer, Ron Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer & 
Don Winkley. 
 

Mission Organization:_____________________ 
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
 

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

 Christ Centered 

 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish 
members. 
 

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 
Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 
Financial Support:  $_______________ 
Physical Assistance: ______________ 

 

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 2, 2016. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Faith, Praise and Healing 
 

 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

I n our Hebrew Bible reading the prophet Jeremiah offers surprising counsel from Jerusalem 
to the elders, priest, and prophets now in exile in Babylon.  They are to pay no heed to 

those who predict a speedy end to their captivity and should instead get on with the business of 
life as best they are able in their new circumstance.  The people are to build houses, have 
families, and seek for the welfare of Babylon.  In due course the Lord will bring them back to 
Jerusalem, and they are to pray for Jerusalem’s well-being in the meanwhile; the time of return 
is not yet. 

 Psalm 66:1-11 
A hymn of praise and thanksgiving to God who rules in majesty and delivers God’s people. 
 2 Timothy 2:8-15 
In this reading Paul bids Timothy to be a faithful worker, reminding 

himself and others of Jesus’ resurrection and the new life that is to be known 
with him.  Although Paul is shut up in prison, the gospel is free in the world.  
The apostle reflects on his own sufferings and encourages his younger 
associate in his role of leadership.  Especially should he warn his people to 
avoid disputes over words.  The verses which begin, “If we have died with 
him, we will also live with him,” seem part of an early Christian hymn. 

 Luke 17:11-19 
In the gospel story Jesus’ command brings about the cleansing of ten 

lepers, but only one, a Samaritan, returns to give thanks.  Jesus is on the way 
to his destiny in Jerusalem.  The narrative illustrates the power of the reign of 
God to give a new lease on life.  The lepers, who were formerly outcasts, 
would not be allowed to return home.  But only a despised Samaritan 
recognizes that a life of gratitude and faith is now possible.  Physical healing 
is but a first step.  He becomes whole and finds salvation. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

H ow is your faith?  Do you have the faith 

which creates life?  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for 

The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon 

archives as well. 

 

Luke 17:11-19 
The nine who do not return are 

the ones who do what is 

expected of a leper who has been 

cured.  But they do what is 

expected because they CAN 

do what is expected - they are 

Galileans, they can go and see a 

priest.  The Samaritan cannot. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp23_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp23_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp23_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp23_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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I n the story of the ten 

lepers, only one 

returns to Jesus to give 

thanks for his healing.  

Are we often like the 

others?  Do we accept 

God’s many blessings and gifts, but fail to respond in a sufficiently grateful way?  

The use of our treasure, time and talent for the Lord’s work is a good indicator of 

our gratitude to our God who gives all. 
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Of  what nationality was the 

one cleansed leper who 

returned to thank Jesus? 

a) Jew 

b) Greek 

c) Samaritan 

Luke 17:12-16 NIV 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+17:12-16&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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"Warn them before God 

against quarreling about 

______; it is of no value, and 

only ruins those who listen."   

Luke 16:10 NIV 

 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

J oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study!  It is 

based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone.  In this 

study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel 

the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.  

Wright helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful 

message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much 

as it did to the church of yesterday.  All the studies are available on our 

LiveStream and YouTube channels. 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
Gospel Response O Bless the Lord, My Soul! 
Offertory When All Thy Mercies, O My God  Tune: St. Peter 
Closing Hymn Now Thank We All Our God 

 

Now Thank We All Our God 
 

M artin Rinckart (1586-1649 A.D.) was born in Eilenburg, 
Germany - a small city near Leipzig, which in the 20th 

century ended up behind the Iron Curtain in East Germany for several 
decades. 

Rinckart studied for the Lutheran ministry, and was called to serve 
as pastor of the church at Eilenburg, his home town.  He arrived there 
just before the beginning of the Thirty Years War, a war that devastated 
Germany in general and Eilenburg in particular.  Being a walled city, 
Eilenburg became a place of refuge and soon became badly overcrowded, rendering it 
susceptible to disease.  The plague of 1637 decimated the town, killing 8,000 people, 
including Rinckart's wife.  Rinckart often conducted forty or fifty funerals a day for plague 
victims. 

 It seems incongruous that a hymn like "Now Thank We All Our God" 
should come out of such circumstances.  However, Rinckart wrote the first 
two stanzas, not as a hymn for public worship, but as a table grace for his 
family.  At the end of the war, his hymn was sung to celebrate the signing of 
the Peace of Westphalia - the treaty that ended the war. 
 But we would know nothing of this hymn except for the good work of 
Catherine Winkworth, an English woman who translated many German 
hymns into English - this hymn and "Christ the Lord is Risen Today" being 
the best known. 

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

T o the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have 

become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 

       1 Corinthians 9:22 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+16:10&version=NIV&showfn=yes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCeuVsZU4QDXmrSd-8GrP3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9NhtiGjXlU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-cIS6xSWs0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzPXrK3OeyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aGcbrZilBmk
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+9%3A22&version=ESV
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†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That 
Make You 

Think 
 

Back Issues of 
Sword Points 

 

No Fear 
 

O ur daughter's 
heart 

stopped, then 
Jesus walked in... 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing 
in extended care facilities. 
.....Christ Church, Waterbury; St. John’s, Waterbury; 
Christ Church congregation, Watertown. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Young adults, young adult ministries, the Young 
Adult Ministry Network, the Young Adult Service 
Corps of The Episcopal Church, and St. Hilda’s House, New Haven. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, 
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, 
Alex, Merlene, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Liechtenstein; the people of the Republic of Paraguay; the Church in the 
Province of the West Indies The Most Revd. & The Hon. Dr. John Holder Archbishop of 
West Indies & Bishop of Barbados ; and our sister and brother members of the United 
Church of Christ. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan. 
…..New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food 
basket collections during the month of October. 
.....Lighthouse Ministries International, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery. 
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery. 
.....Family and friends in Turkey, safety and protection from persecution. 
     Sandy Chaleski, for healing of her back, and better pain control. 
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer. 
.....Sound Government. 
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

 

“When I pray 

coincidences 

happen, and 

when I do not, 

they don’t.” ~ 

William Temple  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/christ-church-waterbury-ct
http://www.stjohnsonthegreen.org/
http://www.christchurchwatertown.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liechtenstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paraguay
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=west-indies&dio=barbados&pos=archbishop-of-west-indies-bishop-of-barbados&posID=9265
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Church_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Church_of_Christ
http://www.loavesandfishesofnewmilford.org/
http://lighthouseministriesintl.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/22.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6uXGwO8lO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6uXGwO8lO8
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

The Senior Sophomore 

When the oldest kid in class is 69 years old!  Check out this video... 

D urge Kami, 69, was born into a poor family and lived too far away from 

school to receive a formal education as a child.  But that hasn't stopped 

him from finishing school now.  He's the oldest student in his school and his 

classmates affectionately call him Bajee, or 'grandpa' in Nepali.  Durge hopes 

that his persistence can set an example for both young and old. 
† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray 
Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane 

Loring, Bill Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, 
Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Reyna Sampson, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,  David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill, Don 
Winkley and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

Random Fact of 

the Week! 
 

D id you know ... that 

the Anglican priest 

Roly Bain used to enter 

church on a unicycle, open 

the service with the 

invocation "Let us play!" 

and preach while balancing 

on a slackrope?  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roly_Bain
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oj9XFMVz0gA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oj9XFMVz0gA

