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† Reflectors of God’s Holiness
But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do.
Dear Ones,

T

he word "holy" in
Scripture means
"to be set apart." Just
as God is set apart, so
we reflect this as we
follow Christ and are
transformed. To be
reflectors of God's
holiness does not mean
that we are perfect,
flawless and without
sin. Far from it! We
live in holy tension,
showing what will be,
even as we are. We
embody two worlds,
the already, and the not
yet, as we live for
Jesus.
The more we dedicate
our lives to God
through worship, the
study of the Bible, time
together as the Body of
Christ and mission, the
more the holiness of
God is made manifest
in our lives. As we
grow together, we
show forth heaven on
earth, a foretaste of what is to come.
Be in Christ. Live His love. Be holy.
Faithfully,

(1 Peter 1:15)

† A Desire for the Desire

A

by John Tuthhill

ll four people that were willing to be surveyed for this little article agreed;
forgiveness is a wonderful and inspired idea - right up and until they have
something to forgive. And, most Christians in this tiny poll reported that they were already
wise to the wide teachings of Christ to forgive others, which is pivotal to a right relationship
with God. The non-Christian in the poll also responded that the greatest benefits of
forgiving do not go to the one on the receiving end, but to the one who is doing the
forgiving.
Jesus taught love for our enemies, prayer for them, and even
to do good to those who have hurt us. But what about forgiving
those who are not sorry? What about forging those who either
cannot or will not express remorse or ask for forgiveness? Those
who committed killing for a living hung Jesus up on the cross
and there is no record found of any remorse as it was done.
There was contempt. There was mockery. Severe cruelty and
even greed in casting lots for his cloths - but no regret or
apologies. What was Jesus' reply? "Father, forgive them,
because they do not know what they are doing" (Luke 23:34).
Curiously, Jesus did not shout from the cross, "I forgive you!" He went beyond that and
prayed for them, 'Father you forgive them.'
Very often, it seems that people who hurt us don't even think they have done anything
wrong. This is the case with most of the people I struggle to forgive (Does this show me
that I have also probably hurt people without even knowing?). I never went to them and
told them I forgave them (it would have insulted them).
Thinking about Jesus telling His disciples to love each other as he loved them (John
13:34), He did this even as He knew that Peter would very soon deny knowing Him - and
Christ even added this while knowing: "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God;
trust also in me" (John 14:1).
But that's not all - when our Lord suddenly showed up after His death and through the
closed door of the room where His disloyal friends hid, notice what He did NOT say: "How
could you do this to me? I can't believe you had zero faith! What is WRONG with you
guys?" No. He very simply only said this: "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me,
I am sending you" (John 20:21). He loved them.
He acted as if they had not wronged Him. He let
them save face. Talk about "Amazing Grace!"
So, it is hardest to forgive when others have
no remorse and/or they have no ability to
express any regret even if they wanted to. In
some cases, the people we need to forgive are
gone or have passed on. But, we see that our
Lord did it. We observe that when He did
forgive, He did not "Lord" forgiveness over
them, but instead showed grace and even prayed
for them all. If all I can muster is only a desire for the desire to forgive in my situations
(none as dire as what Christ faced down, of course) the fact that I have been forgiven and
the fact that I have been shown the grace I did absolutely nothing to deserve - well, that
brings me to where God can work with me. God can get me to forgive in all cases. I have
the help of the Holy Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is love (Galatians 5:22). We all have that
help.
Thanks be to God!
2

The E
Rector’s
Forum

† In the Beginning Was the Word

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum
continues with the Gospel of John. The last
of the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes
Jesus' full divinity within a deeply theological
framework while being accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this
exciting Bible study, and expect to be
transformed by the Living Word.

† Happy Birthday to You!

C

arolyn O’Hara & Rachel O’Hara celebrate
tomorrow! Sunday is the big day for Jennifer
Friedly. Ann Allen, Bob Duckett & Gretchen
Barbieri will be blowing out candles on Monday.
Bake a cake for Gary Stein, Jr. & Bill Schrull on
Tuesday. Sandra Brink will be opening presents on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Oct 13

-

Sat, Oct 15

-

Sun, Oct 16

-

Mon, Oct 17 -

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

-

9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Tues, Oct 18 -

Wed, Oct 19 Thu, Oct 20 Sat, Oct 22

-

Sun, Oct 23

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
St. Luke, Evangelist
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Trunk or Treat, Parking Lot

Click Below to

Click Below to
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Tuesday, October 18th

St. Luke, the Evangelist

A

lmost all that we know about Luke comes from the New Testament. He was a
physician (Col 4:14), and a companion of Paul on some of his missionary journeys.
Material found in his Gospel and not elsewhere includes much of the account of Our Lord's
birth and infancy and boyhood, some of the most moving parables, such as that of the Good
Samaritan and that of the Prodigal Son, and three of
the sayings of Christ on the Cross: "Father, forgive
them," "Thou shalt be with me in Paradise," and
"Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit."
In Luke's account of the Gospel, we find an
emphasis on the human love of Christ, on His
compassion for sinners and for suffering and
unhappy persons, for outcasts such as the Samaritans,
tax collectors, lepers, shepherds (not a respected
profession), and for the poor. The role of women in
Christ's ministry is more emphasized in Luke than in
the other Gospel writings.
In the book of Acts, we find the early Christian
community poised from the start to carry out its
commission, confident and aware of Divine
guidance. We see how the early Christians at first
preached only to Jews, then to Samaritans (a
borderline case), then to outright Gentiles like
Cornelius, and finally explicitly recognized that
Gentiles and Jews are called on equal terms to the
service and fellowship of Christ.
Luke makes many casual references throughout his writings (especially in Acts) to local
customs and practices, often with demonstrable and noteworthy precision. To mention just
one example, he refers to two centurions by name, Cornelius in Acts 10 and Julius in Acts
27, and he calls them both by nomen only, rather than by nomen and cognomen (Sergius
Paulus in Acts 13;7) or cognomen only (Gallio in Acts 18:12), as he does when speaking of
civilian officials (see Roman Naming Conventions). It is a distinction that would have been
routine at the time that Luke is writing about, but one that had largely died out by, say, 70
AD. His preserving it shows either that:
1. he wrote fairly close to the events he described, or
2. he was describing persons and events on which he had good information, or
3. he was an expert historical novelist, with an ear for the authentic-sounding detail.
Luke is commonly thought to be the only non-Jewish New Testament writer. His
writings place the life of Christ and the development of the early Church in the larger
context of the Roman Empire and society. On the other hand, his writings are focused on
Jerusalem and on the Temple. His Gospel begins and ends in the Temple, and chapters nine
through nineteen portray Jesus as journeying from Galilee to Jerusalem. Similarly, the
Book of Acts describes the Church in Jerusalem (and worshipping in the Temple) and then
describes the missionary journeys of Paul as excursions from and returns to Jerusalem.
What writer wrote more pages of the New Testament than anyone else? If you say Paul,
try again. In my pocket Bible, Acts and the Gospel of Luke occupy a total of sixty pages,
while all the letters traditionally attributed to Paul (not counting Hebrews) total fifty-six.
The writer of the Third Gospel and the Book of Acts does not give his name in his
writings. (Except for Nehemiah, no Biblical writer of a narrative book does.) He does claim
to be a traveling companion of Paul, and his interests and vocabulary suggest that he is a
physician. Since Paul tells us that he had a companion named Luke who was a physician,
the conclusion that Luke is the writer we are looking for is reasonable.
(Continued on page 5)
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St. Luke

(Continued from page 4)

Was the two-volume work Luke-Acts in fact written by a companion of Paul? Scholars
are not agreed on the answer.
By and large, most German writers favor a
negative answer. Their reasons are that: the
chronology of Paul's life found in the Book of Acts
presents certain apparent conflicts with that found
in Paul's letter to the Galatians, and that the writer
seems unfamiliar with the geography of Israel
On the other hand, most English scholars favor
an affirmative answer. Their reasons are that the
"We" sections in Acts (the sections in which the
author explicitly claims to have been present at the
events he describes) contain a wealth of
circumstantial detail that make invention extremely
unlikely. (Thus, for example, Mr. James Smith of
Jordan Hill, FRS, having sailed a vessel over the
same route described in Acts 27-28, argues in his
book, The Voyage and Shipwreck of Saint Paul,
that the account must have been written by
someone who had sailed that route. It used to be a
popular theory that the writer had somehow gotten
his hands on a travel diary of the real "Luke" and
incorporated it into his work. However, a detailed
analysis of the writing style of various sections of
the work shows none of the differences that would
be expected on this theory. Scholars on the
affirmative side generally answer the negative objections mentioned above by supposing
that the conferences mentioned in Acts 15 and Galatians 2 are not the same conference, and
that Luke uses the word "Judea" sometimes to mean the southern portion of the land of
Israel, and sometimes to mean the whole land.
written by James Kiefer

† Altar Guild To Hold Annual Meeting

M

embers of Saint Paul's Altar Guild will gather together in the
Guild Room on Monday, October 24 at 6:30 pm for a
Potluck Supper and their Annual Meeting. Each member attending is
asked to please bring their favorite casserole, salad or dessert. New
members will be welcomed, new or changed procedures will be
reviewed, Sacristans' responsibilities for 2017 will be assigned, and
there will be a time for questions and answers. Please join us for an
evening of sharing and Christian fellowship. New members are
always welcome and are encouraged to join us for an introduction to
the work of Saint Paul's Altar Guild. Please R.S.V.P. to Gail Winkley
at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com by Friday, October 21.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Oct 16th
Oct 23rd
Oct 30th

8 am - Joan Boehm
8 am - Mary Perry
8 am - Mary Allen

10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh
10:30 am - Connie Williams
10:30 am - Nicole O’Connors

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

Name Tags - Please
be courteous to your
fellow parishioners,
to newcomers,
visiting clergy and guests by
extending a warm welcome to them
and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well. It’s the neighborly thing
to do!

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† Toughness in Trials
“If you faint in the day of adversity, your strength is small.”

by Steve Hemming

Proverbs 24:10

O

ur Lord Jesus told us we would have tribulations in this world (John 16:33).
Therefore, facing various trials in our lives should be considered the norm, not the
exception. How do you handle adversity? Do you face troubles by faith, knowing that you
can do all things in the strength of the Lord? (Philippians 4:13) Or, do you falter
when confronted by calamity?
While my mother encountered many difficulties throughout her life, she
consistently demonstrated great strength in the midst of each trial she faced. From
her first surgery in 1980 to repair a brain aneurysm, until the Lord brought her home
in 2002, Mom endured a series of significant medical challenges, which included
two more brain operations, followed by seizures, emphysema, and breast cancer.
When Mom first learned she had breast cancer, she told me; “I’m so glad that I
had the brain surgeries, for the experience will help me to fight the cancer.” These
were the most fearless words I ever heard spoken. No matter what obstacle my
mother faced, because she was certain that God was always with her, Mom was
strong and very courageous (Joshua 1:9). Mom courageously fought long and hard
against the cancer. She received all kinds of treatments, always without complaint.
As her infirmities caused her to become more physically weak, my mother became
all the stronger in the Lord. Surely, His grace was sufficient for her (2 Corinthians
12:9-10).
Despite all the suffering she endured, Mom was quick to give thanks to the Lord
for the many blessings in her life (Psalm 107:1). And she was dedicated to praying
In loving memory
regularly for others. Once, in the middle of the night when I checked in on Mom, I
of my mother,
found her in a contorted position, grasping onto one of the bars of her brass bed
Janet Magee Hemming
frame. I ran to the bed, screaming “Mom, what’s the matter?” “Calm down
February 6, 1934 to
Stephen,” she replied. “Each bar represents someone I know, and I hold onto each
October 13, 2002
one, as I pray for them. I do this every night.”
Mom lived selflessly during her illnesses and never sought attention or pity, but
instead, placed her focus on others. She always considered family, friends, and those who
came to visit more important than herself (Philippians 2:3). And Mom actually looked
forward to her lengthy chemotherapy treatments, because they afforded her the opportunity
to catch-up on what was happening in the lives of the nurses who took care of her.
Without a doubt, my mother was the strongest person I ever met. All throughout her
battle with cancer, Mom never gave up, nor did she ever lose heart. Even though by her
outward appearance, Mom was slowly wasting away, her inward (wo)man was being
renewed and strengthened each day (2 Corinthians 4:16). She persevered daily by faith with
hope until the Lord brought her home to be with Him.
“And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces
perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope.” Romans 5:3-4

† Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, December 11 at
5:00 pm. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this beautiful
service which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of Jesus interspersed
with the singing of traditional carols led by our choir. What a truly wonderful
way to prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our
special choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the following three
Mondays from 7-9 pm: Nov 21 & 28, Dec 5 and Thursday, Dec 8. The
only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas music,
and 2) you like to be around people who like to sing Christmas
music. No previous participation in the music ministry required!
Please contact Kirsten Peterson to join: kirpeterson@comcast.net
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, October 13th

Edward the Confessor
1066

E

dward was born in 1003. He was the last Saxon king to rule (for more than a few
months) in England. He is called "Edward the Confessor" to distinguish him from
another King of England, Edward the Martyr (c962-979), who was assassinated
(presumably by someone who wished to place Edward's younger half-brother on
the throne), and who came to be regarded, on doubtful grounds, as a martyr for the
faith. In Christian biographies, the term "confessor" is often used to denote
someone who has born witness to the faith by his life, but who did not die as a
martyr. Edward was the son of King Æthelred the Unready. This does not mean
that he was unprepared, but rather that he was stubborn and willful, and would not
accept "rede," meaning advice or counsel.
Æthelred was followed by several Danish kings of England, during whose rule
young Edward and his mother took refuge in Normandy. But the last Danish king
named Edward as his successor, and he was crowned in 1042. Opinions on his
success as a king vary. Some historians consider him weak and indecisive, and
say that his reign paved the way for the Norman Conquest. Others say that his
prudent management gave England more than twenty years of peace and
prosperity, with freedom from foreign domination, at a time when powerful neighbors might
well have dominated a less adroit ruler. He was diligent in public and private worship,
generous to the poor, and accessible to subjects who sought redress of grievances.
While in exile, he had vowed to make a pilgrimage to Rome if his family fortunes
mended. However, his council told him that it was not expedient for him to be so long out
of the country. Accordingly, he spent his pilgrimage money instead on the relief of the poor
and the building of Westminster Abbey, which stands today (rebuilt in the thirteenth
century) as one of the great churches of England, burial place of her kings and others
deemed worthy of special honor.
He died on January 5, 1066, leaving no offspring; and after his death, the throne was
claimed by his wife's brother, Harold the Saxon, and by William, Duke of Normandy.
William defeated and slew Harold at the Battle of Hastings (October 14, 1066), and
thereafter the kings and upper classes of England were Norman-French rather than AngloSaxon. Edward is remembered, not on the day of his death, but on the anniversary of the
moving ("translation") of his corpse to a new tomb, a date which is also the anniversary of
the eve of the Battle of Hastings, the end of Saxon England.
written by James Kiefer
"This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,"
declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their ______ and write it on their
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people."
Jeremiah 31:33 NIV

† Transforming Stewardship
“…be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient...”
2 Timothy 4:2

I

t is not always convenient to be a good steward,
especially when all the temptations of our busy and
materialistic world get in the way. Now add our own
pride and ego into the equation and living a stewardship
lifestyle may be downright uncomfortable! Remember,
God didn’t call us to be comfortable. He called us to
be faithful.
8

† Vestry Meeting
September 13th

Opening: Lois Hunt led a Bible study
pertaining to the upcoming elections based
on a posting from Dr. R.C. Sproul “Stop
Worrying! God’s Candidate Wins The
Election.” He points out that Romans 13:1
states “ … for there is no authority except
that which God has established. The
authorities that exist have been established
by God.” Laurie Dobosh gave her
testimony, she was raised Roman Catholic
and lapsed until she had children of her own.
She made them go to Religious Ed and they
hated it, as she had when she was a child.
When her children were in middle school she
found her way to St. Paul’s and it changed
her life. She was growing in faith and
attended Alpha where she was introduced to
the Holy Spirit and led to become involved
in ministry. She is now the volunteer
coordinator for the Jericho food pantry and is
involved in ushering. The August minutes
were approved as circulated.

foot washing was a very
moving time of prayer.
The mission trip will be
going to Chicago in 2011.
Rector’s Report: Fr. Shepley
reports that God is blessing us in abundance
here at St. Paul’s. Church School is off to a
great start. Let’s get excited about what God
is doing at St. Paul’s!
Old Business: The Vestry was invited to
come to the Ferro’s on Thursday at 6:30 pm
to get to know Tom Bair before his
performance of Mark’s gospel on September
23rd. The Church Growth Discernment
Committee’s first meeting felt the power of
the Holy Spirit encouraging us to seek God’s
will.

New Business: Trunk or Treat is hoping to
expand. Over 100 non St. Paul’s children
came last year. Please support this outreach
by participating on October 23rd.
Patrick O’Connors is seeking
financial support for the program in
the amount of $500. The Vestry
approved this expenditure. Some
of the prayer team are joining The
Order of St. Luke, a rule of life.
nd
Treasurer’s Report: YTD income is flat, On October 2 there will be a mission
breakfast after both services to raise funds
our YTD expenses exceed income by
for a new church in Tanganyika. Fr. Kalebu
$12,441. Franklin Funds are up 11.1% this
Mubanga from Tanganyika will be preaching
year. We have $40,000 left on our debt for
on that Sunday. Seminary student Steven
the parish hall renovations, we owe this
Nagi has been coming to services here and
money to our endowment fund.
will be our seminarian for this year. Vestry
Committee Reports: Dave Allen
meeting feedback: God is in charge. There
presented the property report: there is a water was a discussion on time spent on business
leak in the pipe from the well to the building. verses time spent on spiritual issues. The
The Vestry approved the project using the
Vestry agreed to send committee reports out
Foley estimate as a maximum amount, we
before the meetings and only go over any
are seeking other quotes. Please see the
questions we may have and items which
attached report from Dave for this and other need approval.
property issues. We will receive another
Closing: The meeting was closed with
donation for the repair of stained glass
prayer at 9:45 pm.
windows in the nave of the church. John
Tuthill reported that Church School was off Respectfully submitted,
to a great start last Sunday followed by a
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry
productive teacher’s meeting. Stephanie
Bernardo reported for Youth, the mission trip
was a great success. The Thursday night

Psalm 119:160 The sum of your word is truth, and
every one of your righteous rules endures forever.
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† Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them,

† The Old City Gates 

T

he Old City walls of Jerusalem were re-built in the early 16th century by the Turkish
Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent and had eight gates. All but one (the Gate of
Mercy) still serve Jerusalemites and visitors streaming to its markets, and sacred and
historic sites.
During our visits, because our hotel in the American Colony is accessible to the Old City
of Jerusalem, adventurous members of the group take off on foot after our day of touring
was over to explore on their own.
Here is a quick overview of the gates, counter-clockwise from south to west:
The Zion Gate: Bearing Jerusalem’s earliest biblical name in Hebrew and English, this
gate’s Arabic name is the Gate of the Prophet David, as the Tomb of King David, on
adjacent Mount Zion, is only a few steps away. Zion Gate leads directly to the Armenian
and Jewish quarters.
The Dung Gate: This gate’s unusual name derives from the refuse dumped here in
antiquity, where the prevailing winds would carry odors away. Nehemiah 2:13 mentions a
Dung Gate that was probably near this one. This gate leads directly to the Western Wall
and the Southern Wall Archaeological Park. Entering through this gate on Mitzvah day and
you’ll encounter many young people processing in with their families in celebration!
Gate of Mercy: This gate, in the eastern Temple-Mount wall (shown in old drawing
above), may be the best-known of them all. Also called the Golden Gate or the Eastern
Gate, it has been blocked for centuries, and is said to be awaiting a miraculous opening
when the Messiah comes and the dead are resurrected. We get a good view of this gate
from the Mount of Olives.
Lion’s Gate: This portal is named after a pair of ferocious-looking animal carvings that
flank it. They are actually tigers, the heraldic symbol of the 13th-century Sultan Beybars. It
is also called St. Stephen’s Gate, after the first Christian
martyr, who tradition says was stoned nearby. Lion’s Gate,
which leads to the Pools of Bethesda, the Via Dolorosa, and the
markets, became famous during the Six Day War.
Herod’s Gate: Despite its name, the notorious Judean king
had nothing to do with this gate. In Arabic and Hebrew this
north-facing gate, which leads to the Old City markets, is
called the Flowers Gate. Some say the name derives from a
rosette carved over it. However, in Arabic a similar word
means “awakened,” and may refer to a nearby cemetery and
the hope of resurrection.
Damascus Gate: This most imposing of Jerusalem’s
(Continued on page 11)

Still interested in going with our group to Israel after Christmas?
Contact David Szen ASAP, dszen@yahoo.com.
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(Continued from page 10)

Gates of Jerusalem

gateways also faces north and is named for the
grand city from which Jerusalem’s rulers once
came. It is always a busy thoroughfare, thanks
to the bustling markets within. Below the 16th
-century gate, archaeologists have uncovered
part of the entryway built by Emperor Hadrian
in the second century CE. The Damascus Gate
is closest to our hotel and you are able to get a
dramatic close up view on your first night in
Jerusalem as you
walked on to the
Jaffa Gate.
The New Gate:
This is the only Old
City entryway not part of the original design of the 16th-century
walls. It was breached in the waning days of the Ottoman
Empire to allow Christian pilgrims quicker access to their holy
places within the ramparts.
The Jaffa Gate: This was the destination of Jewish and
Christian pilgrims disembarking at the Jaffa port, hence its
name. It led (and still leads) directly to the Jewish and Christian
quarters, as well as to the most popular parts of the market, and
to the Tower of David Museum, once Jerusalem’s citadel and
now a showcase of its history.

† Praying Always

Y

ou need not be afraid that there is anything in any lawful calling that need make
you desist from vital prayer; but, oh! if your calling is such that you cannot
pray in it;, you had better leave it. If it be a sinful calling, an unholy calling, of course,
you cannot present that to God, but any of the ordinary avocations of life are such that if
you cannot sanctify them, it is a want of sanctity in yourself, and the fault lies with you.
Men ought always to pray. It means that when they are using the lapstone, or the
chisel, when the hands are on the plough handles, or on the spade, when they are
measuring out the goods, when they are dealing in stocks, whatever they are doing, they
are to turn all these things into a part of the sacred pursuit of God’s glory. Their
common garments are to be vestments, their meals are to be sacraments, their ordinary
actions are to be sacrifices, and they themselves a royal priesthood, a peculiar people
zealous for good works.
From a sermon by Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon entitled "The Importunate Widow,"
delivered February 21, 1869.

I

t’s been a while since my
Henry Abbott Tech high
school graduation picture was
taken. If you think you know
who I am, send your answer
to Sword Points.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition

The Unjust Judge and the Importunate Widow

From Illustrations to 'The Parables of Our Lord', engraved by the Dalziel Brothers
Published, 1864
Sir John Everett Millais, 1829-1896

I

t took Millais seven years to design twenty New Testament parables for the Dalziel
Brothers, and the resulting prints are pinnacles of illustration and wood engraving.
The artist wrote to his engravers, 'I can do ordinary drawings as quickly as most men, but
these designs can scarcely be regarded in
the same light - each Parable I illustrate
perhaps a dozen times before I fix and
the ‘Hidden Treasures’ I have altered on
the wood at least six times.” PreRaphaelite ideals shaped the combination
of down-to-earth imagery and detailed
naturalism. The parables, mostly
recorded in the Gospel of Luke, use
simple narratives to teach deep spiritual
truths, and Millais’s images operate in a
similar way.
Sir John Everett Millais was an
English painter and illustrator who was
one of the founders of the Pre-Raphaelite
Brotherhood. A child prodigy, at the age
of eleven Millais became the youngest
student to enter the Royal Academy
Schools. The Pre-Raphaelite
Brotherhood was founded at his family
home in London. Millais became the
most famous exponent of the style
By the mid-1850s Millais was
moving away from the Pre-Raphaelite
style and developing a new and powerful
form of realism in his art. His later
works were enormously successful,
making Millais one of the wealthiest
artists of his day
Millais was also very successful as a
book illustrator, notably for the works of Anthony Trollope and the poems of Tennyson.
His complex illustrations of the parables of Jesus were published in 1864. His father-in-law
commissioned stained-glass windows based on them for Kinnoull parish church, Perth

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no
changes if you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is
simple using the following steps below.
1. Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
2.Click on the blue “Give Online” button at the top left of the home page.
3.Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.
4.After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to
schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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 Other Faith Traditions - Sukkot

O

n the Jewish calendar next Monday, October 17th is Sukkot.
This holiday is also known as the Feast of Tabernacles. It is
an autumn festival that also celebrates the end of the harvest. During
this holiday, which lasts a week, people build little huts, known as
sukkahs, where they are required to spend some time in meditation.

† Where We Went to Church Last Sunday

D

on and Gail Winkley decided to do some leaf
peeping last weekend, heading northward to
Vermont. On
Sunday they
found an
Anglican
Church where
they worshipped
in Rutland, All
Saints’.

Celebration of the Spirit
Sunday, November 20th - 10:30 am
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut is doing something wonderful and different
on the Sunday of Convention this year - a massive worship service in the
Convention Center, open to all, with the Presiding
Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael Curry, preaching.
Come worship with your sisters and brothers across
Connecticut at the Connecticut Convention Center, and
hear the Good News as proclaimed the Most Rev. Michael
Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. Our
venue this year allows us the unique opportunity to hold
a worship service where all are welcome to attend and
take part in our sacramental life.
Following worship, there will be a social coffee hour and
then an opportunity to help you expand your faith and
follow Jesus into the neighborhood. We are inviting
Ministry Networks to offer workshops on site, or lead
activities off site, on Sunday afternoon after the social coffee hour.
Tickets are free, but registration is required, so reserve your spot today!
Register here before all the seats are filled.
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T

he final verse of Psalm 121 says “...The
Lord shall watch over your going out
and your coming in, from this time for
evermore.” How can we possibly respond to
such a boundless promise with anything less than
expansive and whole-hearted gratitude, generosity and
service?
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Persistent Prayer
Jeremiah 31:27-34
n our Hebrew Bible reading the prophet foresees a new covenant which God will make
with the Lord’s people, a covenant written not on tablets of stone but on human hearts.
Israel and Judah have broken the covenant that the Lord made when he brought them out of
slavery in Egypt. Now they are about to go into exile. Yet the days are coming when their sins
will be forgiven, and God will establish a new relationship with them. This covenant will be
based not on external law but on an inner knowing of the Lord.
Psalm 119:97-104
A celebration of the wisdom that comes from meditation upon God’s law.
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
In this lesson Paul exhorts Timothy to continue calmly and diligently with his ministry,
teaching from the scriptures and preaching the word of God. The
passage suggests a period in the life of the church when there were a
Luke 18:1-8
number of teachers, who called themselves Christians but who
While God's response is always
presented their own versions of the faith. Now is a time to stress the
essentials. Timothy is urged to remain established in what he has been
immediate that justice be done,
taught and in the scriptures, meaning here the writings of the Old
the actual realization of God's
Testament, which are useful for many forms of instruction.
Luke 18:1-8
response is not necessarily
In our gospel Jesus tells a comic parable about a judge who was so
pestered by a woman that he finally gave in to her pleas. The evangelist immediate because justice has to
tells the story in order to commend persistent prayer. It would be
be done justly, and with the willing
particularly appropriate at a time when the people were losing heart.
cooperation of all concerned.
An earlier focus of the parable was probably on the corrupt and impious
judge. If even such a man as this will finally render justice, how much
more will God hear those who call on God.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

H

† Sermon Shorts

ow deep are your roots? Transforming pain
into joy! To replay all our sermons, audio
and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.
Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn Praise to the Living God
Gospel Response O Christ, the Word Incarnate
Offertory
Thanks to God Whose Word Was Spoken Tune: Regent Square
Closing Hymn Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word Tune: Gott sei Dank

Now Thank We All Our God

"P

raise to the Living God" is an American Judeo-Christian hymn written in 1884 by
Max Landsburg and Newton Mann. It was revised in 1910 by William C.

J

† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study! It is
based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this
study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel
the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.
Wright helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful
message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much
as it did to the church of yesterday. All the studies are available on our
LiveStream and YouTube channels.

† Start Spreading the Good News!

B

ut in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.
1 Peter 3:15
16

Newton Mann

Gannett.
Landsburg was a Jewish rabbi of German origin in
Rochester, New York. In 1884, he approached Mann, a
Unitarian minister, for assistance in adapting the British
Methodist hymn "The God of Abraham Praise," itself a
loose and Christianized translation of the Jewish hymn
"Yigdal," into a more accurate and less Christianized
translation of "Yigdal" for interfaith use. Mann wrote
"Praise to the Living God" as a version of Yigdal that
was suitable for use in both Jewish and Christian
worship. However, in 1910, William C. Gannett was
approached by Landsburg to revise the hymn. A
revision was subsequently completed, despite Gannett
claiming it was not his work, and the revised hymn first
appeared in the Jewish Union Hymnal in the same year.
"Praise to The Living God" and its lyrics have often
been combined with other hymns to create hybrids. In
the 1930s, for example, "The God of Abraham Praise"
was sung to a melody called "Leoni" which was
composed by Myer Lyon and adopted by Thomas Olivers as the music for the hymn. In
1933, the editors of The Presbyterian Hymnal decided to replace "The God of Abraham
Praise" with "Praise to The Living God" in the hymnal. In order to make the new hymn
familiar to the congregation, they set it to the tune of the old hymn and substituted the first
line of the old with the first line of the new. Consequently, several American hymnals until
the 1980s misattributed "The God of Abraham Praise" to Landsburg and Mann instead of
crediting Olivers.
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2017
“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being
by itself.” James 2:15-17

S

aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our
mission work. We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval. Items in this
budget come from you, our parishioners! This is your opportunity to enhance your personal
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish!
As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword
Points” article. This is your opportunity to “put a
face” on what we as a parish are supporting.
We invite your active participation in this
budgeting process as well as your involvement
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee. We meet first
Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room.
If you have any questions regarding this process,
please contact a member of the mission committee:
Barbara DeAnzeris, Lois Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill
Schrull, Ron Switzer, Ron Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer &
Don Winkley.
Mission Organization:_____________________
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________
Our task is to sponsor those missions that are:
 Christ Centered
 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors
 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish
members.
Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support?
Prayer Needs: ____________________
Financial Support: $_______________
Physical Assistance: ______________
Any other pertinent information for committee consideration.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 2, 2016.
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"All __________ is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work."
2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable
items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.
Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the
church. Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.

"Preach the Word; be
prepared in season and out of
season; correct, rebuke and
encourage--with great _________ and careful instruction."
2 Timothy 4:2 NIV

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change
remember homeless people are on their feet all day, and
the only pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.
Once again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the
men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months. Place
donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilities.
.....All Saints, Cornwall; St. James’s, West Hartford;
St. John’s, West Hartford; St. Paul’s Mission of the
Deaf, West Hartford.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Ministries with older adults.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence,
Alex, Merlene, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Maldives; the people of Romania; the Church of Ceylon (E-P to the
Archbishop of Canterbury); and our sister and brother members of the Methodist Church of
Southern Africa.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections during the month of October.
.....Mountain Church of God, Brookfield, a congregational
partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of
cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken
hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart
surgery.
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart
surgery.
Sandy Chaleski, for healing of her back, and better pain
control.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....Local Government

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Persistent

D

avid Beckham is here to talk
about the word persistent.
Persistent is to try over and over
again for something you really
want. When you are persistent,
you don't give up. Having trouble
with your ABC's or counting to
10? Keep trying! Be persistent!
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Be sure to reverence the altar.
“Oh dear, did I miss the blessing of the animals this year?”

Random Fact of
the Week!

D

id you know ... that
the Get Out and
Push Railroad required
passengers to help its trains
over the steeper sections of
the route?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray
Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors,
Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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